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Main strengths and weaknesses

All staff and governors are responding enthusiastically to new leadership.
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vocabulary inhibits the ebLression of ideas of many middle and lower attaining pupils when they are
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standards are close to those seen at the last inspection and the school is well-placed to continue to
improve.

58. The upward trend in standards is supported by several initiatives that have been fostered well
by good leadership and thorough management. They include:

increasingly vigorous and expert use of national guidance for teaching mathematics, that in turn
owes a good deal to a well-directed training programme for teachers — resulting in good teaching
and learning;

careful analysis of what pupils can and cannot do, in order to focus many lessons on areas of
weakness;

a successful insistence on neatness and careful presentation that reduces errors, but when they
are made allows teachers to spot where pupils went wrong and help with the problem;

the identification by many teachers, especially in Years 1 and 2, of precise skills for pupils to
learn, that are extended as earlier targets are mastered;

Well-pitched support, including small group work, for lower attaining pupils.

Productive links with ICT, including technological teaching aids.

59. The school is aware that its higher attainers should do better and has started some
potentially fruitful work — for example a ‘more able club’. However, it does not aim high enough for its
more able pupils. It sets targets for pupils’ achievement that in many ways are thoughtful, draw on
carefully collected data and help lower and middle attainers to do well — but they are not challenging
enough to bring the best out of many pupils, especially the higher attainers. For example, at the
beginning of last year, targets were set for Year 6 pupils: more than one-third of them were
achievable with below average progress since Year 2; less than one-third demanded more of pupils
than normal, steady progress. The result is often that Year 6 higher attainers become very quick and
accurate with work that is pitched at the level of an average 11 year-old pupil but do not tackle harder
work that is pitched at levels associated with 12 or 13 year-olds — which they could tackle
successfully and enjoyably.

Mathematics across the curriculum

60. Satisfactory use is made of mathematics to support work in other subjects. Good links are
made between mathematics, science and ICT in particular, and all benefit from well-planned work
on, for example, data handling, graphs and charts. Less use is made of mathematics in other
subjects.

SCIENCE
61. Provision in science is good
Main strengths and weaknesses

Subject leadership is good.

The recent renewed emphasis on investigative work is beginning to address this weakness in
pupils’ skills.

Teaching is good and pupils are now achieving well.

Standards at the end of Year 6 are improving, but not enough pupils reach levels above average
for their age.

Commentary

62. For the last few years, standards at the end of Year 2 have been lower than at the time of the
last inspection. This is largely due to pupils’ under-developed basic skills on entry to Year 1.
Teachers’ own assessments as well as inspection judgements are that standards are still below
average. Standards attained in the national tests at the end of Year 6 are also lower than at the time
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of the previous inspection. They have been rising gently since 2000, with a dip in 2003 when results
were below the average of all schools, and well below the average of schools with a similar intake of
pupils. Indications are that improvement in standards is now back on track, and in particular has
gathered speed over the last few months due to subject support for teachers and a whole-school
drive to improve teaching overall. As a result, pupils’ attainments are now closer to average overall,
although still not enough pupils are at levels above those expected for their age.

63. Subject leadership is much improved since the previous inspection. The subject leader has
worked very hard to improve teaching and learning. A careful analysis of strengths and weaknesses
in pupils’ work and test results identified improvements needed, particularly in investigative work and
recording and interpreting data. Considerable support has been offered to staff, for example through
training sessions, improved resources including those that are ICT-based, and a resource/ideas file
supplied for every class. Findings are fed back to staff, and pupils’ work analysed for evidence of
improvement in both teaching and learning. Class teaching, however, is not systematically
monitored. Pupils understand better how they are doing, and what they should learn next, by
completing a self-assessment sheet with staff.

64. Evidence shows that teaching has improved relatively recently as a result of the revised
curriculum, support from the subject leader and whole-school developments. Learning in class is
now good, and lower attaining pupils are well provided for. The standard of their work is close to that
of the middle attaining pupils. This is a considerable improvement since the last inspection.
Throughout the school, pupils have a good level of factual knowledge, but are weaker in investigative
work. The youngest pupils find this aspect very difficult. On one occasion, pupils in Year 1 could not
grasp the concept of, in an experiment, changing one variable only, such as giving seeds water or
not, when designing an investigation into growth. The teacher persevered extremely well, but pupils’
idea of fair testing at the end of the session was that it was not fair to let one plant die by not giving it
any water — which says something about their moral development! By Year 6, pupils understand the
elements of fair testing. They can say whether a test is fair and recognise variables, constants and
ways of measuring what they want to find out, but they find applying this knowledge to designing their
own investigation difficult without support. This factor is holding back the standards they attain.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
65. Provision in information and communication technology is good
Main strengths and weaknesses

Standards have risen since the last inspection and are at nationally expected levels.
Teaching is good and pupils learn enthusiastically and well.
Resources are good and improving.

Commentary

66.  When the school was last inspected, some aspects of ICT were not studied and resources
were limited. Curriculum coverage is now good. The computer suite, with its computerised white
board, and computer stations in other parts of the school, now support a rich curriculum. Teachers
and support staff use the resources well. They are expert, enthusiastic and confident and this
transmits to pupils, who respond with gusto to the subject. Improvements to teaching have been
managed well; the curriculum manager gives advice on planning and monitors teaching, giving
helpful feedback. This is usually informal and oral, and the absence of feedback notes makes it
difficult to monitor the longer term impact of the process.

67. Throughout the school pupils achieve well. They listen carefully to teachers’ carefully phrased
explanations and instructions and, by Year 2, master skills such as the use of the keyboard and
mouse in order to construct data bases; while doing this they effectively use a technical vocabulary
that includes, for example, ‘drop down menu’, and ‘word bank’. By Year 6, pupils construct
‘PowerPoint’ presentations, blending text, pictures and sound, and understand how the internet can
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