INSPECTION REPORT

ABACUS PRIMARY SCHOOL
Wickford
LEA area: Essex
Unique reference number: 133312

Headteacher: Gillian Brinded

Lead inspector: Peter Payne

Dates of inspection: 26" — 28" January 2004

Inspection number: 255286

Inspection carried out under section 10 of the School Inspections Act 1996



© Crown copyright 2004

This report may be reproduced in whole or in part for non-commercial educational purposes,
provided that all extracts quoted are reproduced verbatim without adaptation and on condition that
the source and date thereof are stated.

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the School Inspections Act 1996,
the school must provide a copy of this report and/or its summary free of charge to certain categories
of people. A charge not exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies
supplied.



INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Type of school:
School category:
Age range of pupils:
Gender of pupils:

Number on roll:

School address:

Postcode:

Telephone number:

Fax number:

Appropriate authority:

Name of chair of governors:

Date of previous inspection:

Community
Primary

4 —11 years
Mixed

158

Tresco Way
The Wick
Wickford
Essex
SS12 9GJ

01268 571018

01268 571027

The governing body
Rod Smith

This is the first inspection

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SCHOOL

Abacus Primary School is a new community school for boys and girls from 4 to 11, situated in
Wickford, a rapidly developing community to the north of Basildon. It opened in September 2002 with
86 pupils on roll. This has risen rapidly to the current roll of 158 pupils, organised in seven classes.
It is smaller than the average size of primary schools. Pupils’ attainment on entry to the school is
very variable, ranging from some above average entrants in the Reception class to well below the
national expectation for some of those pupils that joined the school into the older classes.
Attainment on entry is therefore average overall. No pupils speak English as an additional language.
One pupil has a statement of special educational need and the proportion of pupils identified as
having special educational needs, at 8.5 per cent, is below the national average. Although the intake
is socially mixed, the number of pupils eligible for free school meals is below average.
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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

OVERALL EVALUATION

This is an effective school that provides a good standard of education. Leadership and
management are good. The organisation and management of classes enable the school to respond
to the rapidly changing roll. The curriculum is good. It is broad, well balanced and interesting. The
school gives good value for money.

The school’s main strengths and weaknesses are:

- The high quality of teaching and learning.

- The strong leadership and management.

- The very good attitudes, relationships and behaviour.

- The strong philosophy and practice of inclusion and equal opportunity.

- The strong partnership with the parents and the wider community.

- Standards in Years 5 and 6 are below average in English and mathematics.

- Writing standards are below average.

- The unsatisfactory attendance of a small minority of pupils has a negative impact on their
learning.

The school opened in September 2002 and, in the five terms of its existence, it has made very rapid
progress. This is the school’s first inspection.

STANDARDS ACHIEVED

Results in National all schools similar
Curriculum tests at the end schools
of Year 6, compared with: 2001 2002 2003 2003

English n/a n/a A* A*
mathematics n/a n/a A* A*
science n/a n/a E E*

Key: A* - very good; A - well above average; B — above average; C — average; D — below average; E — well below
average; E* - very low. Similar schools are those with similar numbers of pupils eligible for free school meals.

There were only two pupils in Year 6 for the 2003 tests and each represents 50 per cent of the total.
Both had been in the school for only two terms and the standards that they achieved cannot be
attributed to the quality of the teaching and learning at this school. The achievement of pupils at the
end of Year 2 was below average in reading and well below average in writing and mathematics.

The overall achievement of pupils is good. In Reception, the children’s achievement is good. In
their personal, social and emotional development, communication, language and literacy,
mathematical development and knowledge and understanding of the world, most are on track to
meet the goals that children are expected to reach by the end of Reception. It was not possible to
make a secure judgement about their physical and creative development. In Years 1 and 2, pupils’
achievement is good. In Year 2 they are now attaining the expected standards in reading, writing,
mathematics and science. Achievement is also good in Years 3 and 4. Standards of attainment in
Years 5 and 6 are still below average in English and mathematics, and average in science. Their
standards attained in information and communication technology (ICT) are above expectations.
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Pupils’ personal development, including their spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development, is very good. They show a keen interest in school life and the range of opportunities
on offer. Their behaviour and attitudes are very good. Attendance is unsatisfactory because of a
small number of pupils taking holidays during term time. The school is making strenuous efforts to
discourage this practice.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION
The quality of education provided by the school is good.

Teaching is good overall and almost half of it is very good. Itis a particularly inclusive school
where, because of the good subject knowledge and skilful use by teachers of strategies to question
or explain issues in different ways to suit the needs of individuals, pupils’ learning is good. There is
good provision for pupils who have special educational needs (SEN). Pupils receive very good
support from the learning support assistants who work closely with the class teachers. As a result
pupils achieve well with their individual targets.

The curriculum is good. It is broad, well balanced and interesting. The range of learning
opportunities and the opportunities for extension and enrichment through visits, visitors and extra-
curricular activities are good. Provision for personal, social and health education (PSHE) is good.

The school cares for its pupils very well and ensures that they work in a healthy and safe
environment. They have very good access to well-informed support and guidance.

The school has a strong partnership with parents and the wider community. The school’s facilities
are used by a growing number of local organisations.

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

Leadership and management are good. The leadership of the headteacher is excellent. She has
provided the vision and strategies that have enabled the rapid development of the school. She is
ably supported by her assistant head and other staff. The governing body is effective. They play an
active part in the school life and give strong and highly committed support.

PARENTS’ AND PUPILS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

Parents are highly satisfied with what the school provides and the progress that their children are
making. They confirm that any worries or concerns are quickly and effectively dealt with. The
school recognises that a small number of parents are concerned about bullying and the behaviour
policy is currently under review.

The response from pupils revealed a real enthusiasm for their school. In discussion, they are keen
to talk about the work that they do and are very proud of their achievements and their school. They
say that they love coming to school because it is a very friendly and welcoming place.
IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED

The most important things the school should do to improve are:

- Raise the standards and achievement in Years 5 and 6.
- Continue to develop the quality of writing across the school.
- Improve the attendance of a minority of pupils.
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PART B: COMMENTARY ON THE INSPECTION FINDINGS

STANDARDS ACHIEVED BY PUPILS

Standards achieved in areas of learning and subjects

Standards are now at least as expected in all subjects apart from English and mathematics in Years
5 and 6. Most pupils, particularly in the Foundation Stage and Years 1 to 4, achieve well. There is no

significant difference between the achievement of boys and girls.

Main strengths and weaknesses

- Standards attained in ICT throughout the school are above expectations.
- Attainment in English and mathematics in Years 5 and 6 is below average.

Commentary

Standards in national tests at the end of Year 2 — average point scores in 2003

Standards in: School results National results
reading 14.8 15.7
writing 11.9 14.6

mathematics 14.5 16.3

There were 13 pupils in the year group. Because this is a new school, there is no information from previous years.

1.  The standards achieved by pupils in Year 2 in 2003 were below the national average,
particularly in writing. However, any analysis of this information must be treated with caution
because the tests were held after only two terms of the school’s existence, and some of the pupils
involved had been in school for a matter of weeks. Although the information might provide a base
line, it cannot be directly attributed to the quality of the teaching and learning at this school. No table
is included for pupils at the end of Year 6 because there were only two pupils in the group, both in
school for only two terms before the tests were taken.

2. The overall achievement of pupils is good. Children entering the Reception class have a broad
spread of attainment and their achievement is good. In their personal, social and emotional
development, communication, language and literacy, mathematical development and knowledge and
understanding of the world, most are on track to meet the goals that children are expected to reach
by the end of Reception. It was not possible to make secure judgements about their physical and
creative development.

3. In Years 1 and 2, pupils’ achievement is good. In Year 2 they are now attaining the expected
standards in reading, writing, mathematics and science. Achievement is also good in Years 3 and 4.
The achievement of some pupils in Years 5 and 6 are still below average in English and
mathematics, partly because these pupils have not been in the school long enough to benefit from
the good quality of teaching.

4.  Standards in other subjects are above expectations in art and ICT, and as expected in design
and technology, history, geography and religious education. Because of the small amount of
evidence gathered, it is not possible to make judgements about standards in music and physical
education.

5.  The pupils’ literacy and numeracy skills enhance their work in other subjects, particularly in

science, geography, history and religious education. Their developing skills in ICT are used to
support work across most subjects. Because of the high expectation of their teachers and their
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personal motivation, most pupils, particularly in the younger classes, achieve the standards of which
they are capable. Pupils with SEN achieve their targets well. Some pupils with emotional and
behavioural needs make very good progress. In Year 2 and Year 6 most pupils with SEN for learning
remain below average in their literacy and numeracy skills.

Pupils’ attitudes, values and other personal qualities

Provision for pupils’ personal development is very good. It is very good for the moral and cultural
aspects and good for the spiritual and social elements. Pupils’ behaviour and attitudes are very
good. Attendance is unsatisfactory but most pupils are punctual.

Main strengths and weaknesses

- The school takes very positive action in an effort to promote good attendance.
Pupils show a very keen interest in school life and the range of opportunities on offer.

- The school sets very high expectations of behaviour and promotes good relationships very well.
Pupils are gaining a very good appreciation of their own and others’ cultural traditions.

- The authorised rate of absence is unsatisfactory.

- The efforts of some parents and carers to ensure the attendance of their children are
unsatisfactory.

Commentary

6.  Children say that they love coming to school and their parents agree. This is largely because
the school is a very friendly and welcoming place. Staff set high expectations of behaviour and act
as good role models. They promote good relationships throughout the school. Pupils work
productively together and show a very keen interest in their lessons and in activities outside of the
school day. They say that adults treat them fairly. Parents say, and inspectors agree, that staff
encourage their child to become mature and independent. This produces confident pupils with
positive self-esteem. Behaviour is very good and there have been no exclusions.

7. Most pupils with SEN work hard and have positive attitudes to learning. The school works hard
to build the confidence of some pupils who have either low self-esteem or behaviour difficulties.
Pupils say that adults really help them to learn. A small number of older pupils with behavioural
needs occasionally become restless when the lesson is not a practical subject. Staff work very hard
to include these pupils, using lots of praise and encouragement.

8. Pupils have a very good appreciation of their own culture as well as a good knowledge and
understanding of the cultural traditions of other pupils in the school. For instance, in the Year 1
class, a housing theme includes models of trailers used by Traveller children and their families.

Attendance in the latest complete reporting year (%)

Authorised absence Unauthorised absence
School data 6.1 School data 0.0
National data 54 National data 0.4

The table gives the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

9.  The vast majority of pupils have very positive attitudes to school and learning. The authorised
absence rate is above the national average for similar schools. The main reason for this high figure
is the number of families that persist in taking holidays in term time. These prolonged absences
have an adverse effect on the attainment and achievement of those children concerned. They place
additional demands upon conscientious teachers who strive to cover the work that is missed, and on
the working groups of pupils that miss key members of their teams. The school is very rigorous in
its effort to reduce the number of these extended family holidays. It promotes the benefits of good
attendance very well.
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QUALITY OF EDUCATION PROVIDED BY THE SCHOOL

The school provides a good quality of education. Strengths include the sustained good quality of
teaching and learning, the very high expectations of diligence and behaviour and the strong
partnerships with the parents and community.

Teaching and learning

Teaching and learning are good. Assessment systems are good and are used well to raise
standards.

Main strengths and weaknesses:

- Teachers have good and, in some cases, very good subject knowledge.
- They use open-ended questioning effectively.
Lessons are well planned and resourced.
- Teachers foster pupils’ very positive attitudes to learning.
- They manage pupils and their behaviour very well.
- There is some inconsistency in the use of plenary sessions.
- A lack of confidence in their recording skills impedes learning for a minority of pupils.

Commentary

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection in 33 lessons

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very poor
0 16 (48%) 17 (52%) 0 0 0 0
The table gives the number of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
lessons; figures in brackets show percentages where 30 or more lessons are seen.

10. Teaching is good, with just under half judged to be very good. It is very good in literacy,
numeracy and ICT. Teaching in other subjects is consistently good.

11. Effective questioning rooted in teachers’ good subject knowledge, thoughtful planning and
imaginative use of resources has a positive impact on pupils’ learning, though opportunities for them
to take initiative are sometimes limited. Where teaching is very good, the pace of work is brisk and
pupils of all abilities are kept actively involved in the learning process. This was evident on several
occasions including a Year 1 lesson when the use of role-play impacted on pupils’ participation and
consolidation of their understanding of a character from a story. Teachers maintain an orderly
atmosphere, insisting that pupils listen to them and to each other. Learning support assistants,
though limited in number, contribute well to this process through their thoughtful interventions. Pupils
are well motivated and demonstrate a great deal of enthusiasm and very good standards of
behaviour. Most pupils throughout the school work well together, showing well developed co-
operative and collaborative skills. They are capable of sustaining concentration and making
meaningful contributions to discussion. This is a significant factor in the quality of their learning and
achievement. There is no significant gender or ethnic difference in pupils’ learning.

12. Well-developed assessment procedures are in place, and an effective tracking system has
recently been introduced. These enable teachers to monitor pupils’ progress in the core subjects
including ICT and to use this information in subsequent planning. Assessment in religious education
and the foundation subjects is at an early stage of development. There is emphasis on self-
evaluation. The school has started preparing pupils well for national tests at the end of Years 2 and
6.

13. Pupils with SEN are well taught in lessons. Younger pupils have daily support from a learning
support assistant and older pupils are taught in small classes. They have additional targeted support
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within classes. Teachers know the pupils very well and use assessment information effectively to
plan the next steps of their learning. Other adults such as the supply teacher, the assistant special
educational needs co-ordinator (SENCO) and learning support assistant give very good support
throughout the school. They are particularly skilful at helping pupils with any behavioural needs
overcome their difficulties and return to their tasks. Their positive manner encourages pupils to
persevere with their learning. They make a significant contribution to the pupils’ learning. Pupils with
particular gifts or talents are identified. Appropriate provision is made for them and their achievement
is good.

The curriculum

The curriculum is good. It consists of a broad and well-balanced programme of interesting activities
that meets the requirements of the National Curriculum and the agreed syllabus for religious
education. The curriculum for children under five is good. There are good opportunities for pupils to
engage in activities outside the school day. Accommodation is very good. The school is well
resourced.

Main strengths and weaknesses

- The curriculum is planned very well.
It is particularly inclusive.
Provision for PSHE is good.

Commentary

14. The curriculum is well constructed and balanced. A long-term plan ensures that topics are
introduced systematically and a considerable strength is the identification of links and connections
made between subjects wherever it is appropriate to do so. Often, a common theme is carried
through the work in several subjects. The National Literacy and Numeracy Strategies are firmly
established and have already been modified in the light of experience to better suit the needs of

pupils.

15. Provision for pupils with SEN is good, ensuring that they achieve well. The school is
committed to educational inclusion and ensures that all pupils have equal access to the wide range
of opportunities that it provides. A strong feature is the school’s imaginative approaches to tailoring
different aspects of the curriculum to help individual pupils. For example, the school adapts the
personal health programme to help particular children achieve their social and communication
targets. Extra activities such as the daily Gym Trails help with co-ordination and concentration.
They improve these pupils’ self-esteem, by giving them a very positive start to the day. Although the
provision for gifted and talented pupils is good, the school rightly identifies the need to do more to
support them.

16. The programme of PSHE is a growing strength of the curriculum. Many of the issues and
structures that underpin the school’s objectives are addressed by the programme and are taught at
the appropriate point in the pupils’ development. Sex and relationships, and alcohol and drug misuse
are included. Pupils value the opportunities afforded by circle time to raise concerns and share
ideas.

17. The extra-curricular clubs and activities are developing well. Teachers and other adults from
the community give freely of their time to enrich the pupils’ experiences. The association of the
school with the Wick Country Park provides a rich resource for both learning and recreation. There
are good links with departments of the neighbouring secondary school.

18. Accommodation is very good and very good use is made of it. Although the hall is spacious,

its acoustic quality is poor, and has yet to be remedied. Resources to support learning are good and
are very good in the Foundation Stage. Resources are very good in ICT, although lack of
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connection to broadband technology restricts development. Resources are very good in
mathematics and good in all the other subjects, with the exception of history, where they are
satisfactory. The school has made a major investment in ICT equipment and staff training that has
underpinned the quality of its contribution to teaching and learning.

Care, guidance and support

The provision for pupils’ care, welfare, support and health and safety is very good. The school
involves pupils well in its work and development.

Main strengths and weaknesses

There are very good procedures in place to ensure that pupils work in a healthy and safe
environment.

Pupils have very good access to well-informed support, advice and guidance.

Induction arrangements for children starting school are very good.

Commentary

19. Policies and practices relating to health and safety and child protection are very well
considered and properly carried out.

20. Staff know their pupils well, and recognise and respond to their individual needs. Close
monitoring by staff of pupils’ personal and academic achievement ensures that they receive very
good support, advice and guidance at appropriate times when passing through the school. Pupils
help to set their own targets for improvement. They are able to influence the development and
decision-making through the work of the pupil council.

21. The school has a very positive learning environment and great care is taken to ensure that
pupils with SEN are fully included in all activities. There are very good arrangements in place when
these pupils enter or leave the school. The school has good systems for identifying, assessing and
supporting pupils. The targets, in the pupils’ education plans, are specific, suitably challenging yet
realistic. They include targets for literacy, numeracy and social skills. However, some plans are not
reviewed often enough. Staff work very hard to support pupils with emotional and behavioural needs.

22. New pupils are helped to settle in quickly. A very good induction process for parents of pre-
school children includes a home-visit by the Reception class teacher and learning support assistant.
This is well received by parents and has a positive impact on children’s subsequent personal
development and achievement. Pupils say there is always someone they can go to for help.
Partnership with parents, other schools and the community

There are very good partnerships with parents and neighbouring schools. Links with the community
are good.

Main strengths and weaknesses
The provision of information for parents is very good.

The school is very good at involving parents, seeking their views and valuing them.
There are very good procedures for dealing with complaints.
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Commentary

23. Parents are highly satisfied with what the school provides and the progress their children are
making. They say teaching is good and that children behave well. A small number of parents
believe their child is bullied or harassed at school. The school has recognised this and the behaviour
policy is currently under review. Parents say that the school is well led and managed and that staff
expect their child to work hard and to do their best. Most parents feel comfortable about approaching
the school with a problem. The headteacher and her staff are highly visible at the beginning and end
of the school day. This ensures that any worries or concerns that parents may have can be quickly
and effectively dealt with.

24. The school involves parents very well in matters of school improvement. A parent council has
been formed which meets at regular intervals to discuss issues such as school uniform and bullying.
The Friends of Abacus Primary School raise substantial amounts of money to purchase resources
such as playground equipment. Consultation has taken place with parents concerning the games
children should play indoors during periods of wet weather, the purchasing of books and the types of
trees to be planted in and around the school.

25. Parents of pupils with SEN are invited to attend reviews and have regular informal opportunities
to talk about their children’s learning. They are kept well informed regarding any new targets so that

they can help their children at home. Good use is made of homework books to share information on
a regular basis.

26. The information provided for parents is of a very high standard. Academic reports concerning
pupils’ standards and progress are very helpful and supplied to parents twice a year. Information on
an outside school notice board and on display in the foyer help to keep parents up-to-date with news
of events. A school newsletter supplements this information but there is a lack of regular curriculum
information to enable parents to help their child’s learning at home. The school prospectus and
annual report from governors to parents are both comprehensive documents. Curriculum evenings
for parents have been held for literacy, numeracy and ICT. There is a good attendance at these
events by interested parents. A well-attended behaviour management course has been organised
for parents of children in the Foundation Stage.

27. There are very good links with other schools in the area. Visits to local pre-school groups take
place regularly and staff make themselves known to prospective pupils. An invitation is extended to
these families to visit school and see the facilities. Many do so.

28. The school and its staff meet regularly with other primary and secondary staff and they share
and exchange expertise and best practice. The school makes good use of secondary resources by
having planned visits from a science teacher to Year 6 pupils and an ICT technician to help develop
the computer suite. These links are helping with school improvement and ensuring a smooth
transition to the next stage of education for the older pupils.
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LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

The leadership and management of the school by the senior staff and governors are good. The
governors discharge their responsibilities well. The leadership and vision of the headteacher are
excellent. She is ably supported by her colleagues.

Main strengths and weaknesses

- The headteacher provides particularly strong leadership.

- All who work in the school share the same vision and sense of purpose.

- The governing body is well organised and effective.

- There is commitment to inclusion and equality of opportunity by adults and children alike.

Commentary

29. The governing body is effective. Governors play an active part in the school life and they give
strong and highly committed support. The committee structure is logical and well organised with
clear terms of reference. It has already been modified in the light of experience. The governors
receive good quality information about the school’s performance and have a clear vision for its
strategic development. The minutes of their meetings demonstrate that they fulfil their statutory
duties. The educational priorities are established by staff and governors working closely together.

30. The leadership of the headteacher is excellent. She provides the vision and leadership that
has ensured the rapid development of the school. She is well supported by her assistant
headteacher and the other staff and governors, who have a strong commitment to the development
of the school and to the raising of standards. They share a clear sense of direction and purpose.

31. The school’'s aims and values are published widely. The behaviour, diligence and high quality
of relationships at all levels around the school demonstrate the commitment of pupils and adults to
live up to them. The school is an inclusive community committed to policies and practices that
make sure that every pupil is included and able to take part in all of the lessons and other activities.
The school is fully accessible for disabled pupils.

32. A comprehensive programme of performance management for teachers is in place. The
headteacher, assistant headteacher and some of the subject managers monitor the quality of
teaching in classrooms by observing lessons and by evaluating the work of pupils. This supports the
less experienced teachers in discussing their progress and developing their skills. Continuing
professional development is a strong feature and due consideration is given to the needs of both the
individual and the school. There is a very good induction process and programme of support for new
staff.

33. The school makes very good use of internal testing and uses the information to establish
realistic and challenging performance targets for pupils in all classes.

34. The management of SEN is very good. The headteacher and assistant SENCO work closely
together and give clear leadership and support to the rest of the staff. The budget is used effectively.
The learning support staff are confident, knowledgeable and a real asset to the school. In the short
time the school has been open it has put in place imaginative strategies tailored to support individual
children’s needs. The school regularly liaises with external agencies. There is a named governor
with responsibility for SEN.
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Financial information

Financial information for the year April 2002 to March 2003

Income and expenditure (£) Balances (£)
Total income 293,615.00 Balance from previous year 10,050.00
Total expenditure 268,459.00 Balance carried forward to the next 35,206.00
Expenditure per pupil 2,148.00

35. These figures are not a reliable indicator, representing only seven twelfths of the annual budget
during the establishment of the new school during a period of very rapidly expanding roll. It includes
a substantial element of initial funding. The amount of money carried forward in the accounts is
relatively high, but it includes elements of establishment costs which are still to be resolved.

36. The financial management of the school is good. The finance committee of governors is
provided with accurate information through analysis of the monthly monitoring statements. Funds
are directed to the priority areas and, when necessary, firm action is taken to avoid overspending.
The recent appointment of a responsible officer to oversee a broad range of governance issues for
compliance and probity is to be applauded. The governors’ policy of achieving best value in their
transactions is very effective.
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PART C: THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION IN AREAS OF LEARNING AND
SUBJECTS

AREAS OF LEARNING IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

Provision in the Foundation stage is good and is a considerable strength of the school. Children are
very well taught and, as a result, get off to a flying start.

Overview

37. Admission arrangements are very effective and ensure that children settle quickly. Parents are
very pleased with how well their children settle. There are very good links with the local Nursery and
Playgroup. Home visits and pre-school sessions also help staff to establish needs before the
children start at school.

38. The management of the Foundation Stage is good. The subject leader plans an imaginative
curriculum. Interesting topics such as the current theme of Incy Wincy Spider link the different
areas of learning so that the children are keen to learn. Accommodation, while good, has some
shortcomings. The outside area needs further development. It has no large fixed climbing
equipment for children to further their physical skills on a daily basis. Plans are in place to address
this.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Provision in personal, social and emotional development is good.
Main strengths and weaknesses

Achievement is very good because teaching and learning are focused on promoting children’s
confidence and independence.

Commentary

39. Teaching is very good, and, as a result, children make very good progress and achieve well in
their social development. Most children are on course to exceed their Early Learning Goals by the
end of their Reception year.

40. Children enter Reception with a wide range of ability. Most have appropriate social skKills.
Reception staff establish secure routines so that children feel safe and secure. The staff are very
caring and use every opportunity to praise children’s independence. Children have frequent
opportunities to decide for themselves what activity they will undertake. They sort out the registers
and organise snack time. They have their own individual targets and make their own suggestions for
how to improve their work. Staff have very high expectations of children’s behaviour. Children
respond very well to this and their behaviour and attitudes are very good. Older children play with
Reception children at lunchtimes; this gives them confidence. Reception children are eager to start
the day and to learn.
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COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE AND LITERACY
Provision in communication, language and literacy is good.
Main strengths and weaknesses

Achievement is very good because teaching and learning are focused on developing children’s
skills through an interesting curriculum.

The teacher and learning support assistant take every opportunity to develop the children’s
language skills.

The reading area is small, which limits children’s opportunity to use it.

Commentary

41. Children enter Reception with a wide range of ability. Most have appropriate skills with a few
having underdeveloped skills. Teaching is very good, and, as a result, children make rapid progress
and achieve well. Assessment information is used very effectively to take learning forward. Most
children are on course to exceed their Early Learning Goals by the end of their Reception year.

42. Daily opportunities are provided to extend children’s speaking and listening skills. Children are
praised when they listen to each other. Staff encourage less confident children to talk in sentences
and more fluent communicators to extend their vocabulary. Children know that the adults are
interested in what they say.

43. Both staff consistently establish very good reading habits. Children are helped to learn their
words and sounds in an imaginative and lively way. The use of puppets and actions from the Jolly
Phonics programme helps children remember their sounds. When children write sentences they
sing the rhymes and make the actions. While a good range of books is available, the seating area is
small. Therefore, there is limited room for children to just sit and read books.

44. Many opportunities are provided for children to write. The imaginative play areas are used well
to encourage children’s writing skills. During choice times children write food orders in the café
area, or post letters to each other. Handwriting skills are well taught and most children form their
letters fluently.

MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT

Provision in mathematical development is good.
Main strengths and weaknesses

Achievement is very good because teaching and learning are focused on developing children’s
skills through a practical curriculum.
Every opportunity is grasped in all activities to promote children’s mathematical development.

Commentary

45. Children enter Reception with a wide range of skills in mathematical development. Most have
appropriate skills with a few having underdeveloped skills. Teaching is very good, and, as a result,
children make rapid progress and achieve well. This area is very well taught, with a focus on first
hand activities. Most children are on course to exceed their Early Learning Goals by the end of their
Reception year.

46. Reception staff take every opportunity to reinforce and extend children’s mathematical skills
and language. Number awareness is often promoted through number rhymes and games. This
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engages the interest of boys and girls, most of whom join in enthusiastically. The classroom is often
a buzz of activity. Children squealed with delight as they caught and counted number spiders. Sand
and larger mathematical equipment are in constant use.

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD
Provision in knowledge and understanding is good.
Main strengths and weaknesses

Children achieve very well because of very good teaching which is focused on developing
children’s skills through an imaginative curriculum.
There is no investigation area set up for children to explore informally.

Commentary

47. Children enter Reception with differing knowledge and understanding of the world. This area is
very well taught, with a focus on first hand practical activities. As a result, children make rapid
progress and achieve very well. Most children are on course to exceed their Early Learning Goals by
the end of their Reception year.

48. Curriculum plans show that staff provide an interesting range of first hand practical
experiences through topics. Children learn about themselves, their local area and living things.
Parents make a significant contribution to their children’s learning, sending in work as part of
projects. Within the classroom there is no ongoing investigation table with objects, such as
kaleidoscopes or magnifying glasses, for children to explore informally. Staff extend children’s
knowledge of different cultures very well. They learn about festivals during the year. When they
entered an assembly organised under fabric covers as a large Chinese dragon, their delight was
evident. Computer skills are well taught, with children learning how to control toys and make them
move. Both boys and girls have positive attitudes to computers. They regularly use the laptop
computer in the classroom and the equipment in the ICT suite next door.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

There is no judgement about the overall provision in teaching and learning, standards or
achievement as no lessons were seen. Planning is good.

Commentary
49. The teacher plans regular sessions to help children to develop their physical skills and to learn

to respond to music. The outside area does not have large fixed equipment to help children to
extend their physical skills. This is a school priority.
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CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT

There is no judgement about the overall provision in teaching and learning, standards or
achievement as no lessons were seen. Planning is good.

Commentary

50. There are many opportunities for children to develop their creativity and skills. There are many
planned opportunities to paint, draw and make models. Staff develop children’s skills and creativity
through imaginative play experiences. Children have many opportunities to sing rhymes and explore
musical instruments. Regular singing is very much a part of every day and children join in
enthusiastically!
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SUBJECTS IN KEY STAGES 1 AND 2

ENGLISH
Provision in English is satisfactory.
Main strengths and weaknesses

Reading standards are good in Years 1 and 2, as are speaking skills throughout the school.
Teaching and learning are good.

The range and quality of resources are good.

Leadership and management are effective.

Standards are below average at the end of Key Stage 2.

Writing skills are not fully developed.

Commentary

51. Inspection findings suggest that the school’s efforts to develop pupils’ reading and speaking
skills have succeeded. However, standards in writing leave room for improvement. This is
consistent with the school’s self-evaluation. Effective teaching and pupils’ positive attitudes to
learning enable many of them in all ability groups to achieve well overall in the subject. There is no
significant gender or ethnic difference in their learning or achievement. The key stage variation in
standards is considered to be a cohort issue where pupils in the current Year 6 have not had
sufficient benefit of the good teaching in this school.

52. Pupils develop their speaking and listening skills in a variety of contexts including presentations
in assemblies. Teachers encourage them to share their views with their peers and contribute to
discussion. The opportunity to speak to an audience enables most pupils to consolidate their
vocabulary, though they have not learnt how to project their voice appropriately. Other opportunities
to promote pupils’ speaking and listening skills include role-play, drama, circle time and the school
council. Teachers’ high expectations of pupils and their ability to sustain concentration make a good
contribution to the development of listening skills.

53. Reading enjoys a high profile in the school and pupils are provided with good models. Younger
pupils benefit from the well-established practice of teaching letter sounds and how they are
combined to form words. These skills enable them to read with a fair amount of accuracy and
understanding by the end of Year 2. There is room for improvement in the reading standards of
some Year 5 and 6 pupils, but many pupils in other year groups demonstrate the ability to read with
accuracy and a developing awareness of how authors structure their stories. Pupils of all abilities
are encouraged to develop their library skills. They read with understanding from an early age and
many show an awareness of key features of a text such as ‘title’ and ‘*heading’. Pupils benefit from a
reading scheme and strategies such as guided reading, though many read with limited expression.
Their home reading diaries do not always include comments from an adult.

54. Pupils throughout school write for a variety of purposes including giving instructions and
developing stories, though their standards in writing do not match those they have achieved in
reading. By the end of Year 2, pupils learn to write an explanation of an activity with higher attainers
paying appropriate attention to grammar and punctuation. By the end of Year 6, many develop skills
of editing and improving a descriptive passage by using appropriate vocabulary such as adjectives.
There is evidence of some older pupils writing and role-playing play-scripts based on parables, and
some younger ones re-writing traditional tales. Pupils in Year 5 write a myth plan using structures
and themes identified in reading. Those in Years 3 and 4 develop a storyboard and create a fantasy
world using similes, though a significant minority has difficulty with spelling and developing
description independently. Some pupils’ handwriting and presentation leave room for improvement.
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55. Teaching is good, and sometimes very good. Lessons are well planned and resourced,
reflecting teachers’ good subject knowledge and the use of a variety of approaches. Teachers’
effective questioning and explanations enhance pupils’ response whilst ensuring their understanding
of tasks. In very good teaching, tasks are well matched to pupils’ ability and activities are varied to
sustain their interest and concentration. All of this impacts positively on pupils’ learning. They are
well motivated, enthusiastic and respond positively to their teachers’ high expectations. This was
noted on several occasions including a Year 2 lesson where the use of role-play consolidated pupils’
understanding of a story. The teacher’s careful organisation and use of appropriate resources in
another lesson enabled pupils to understand how a text is structured. Most pupils are well behaved
and show good co-operative and collaborative skKills.

56. The subject benefits from effective leadership and management. The National Literacy
Strategy is well established, although, in some lessons, the use of the plenary session could be
further developed. It is well resourced, and additional emphasis on literacy involving the use of letter
sounds and other support strategies enriches pupils’ learning opportunities. These include
homework. Good monitoring and assessment procedures are in place including the recently
introduced tracking system, and there is evidence of assessment informing planning. The school's
action plan reflects a good awareness of the subject’s strengths and what needs developing further.
Writing and improvement of standards in Years 5 and 6 are both current priorities for development.

Language and literacy across the curriculum

57. Stories and topics used in literacy within a word-rich environment make a good contribution to
pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. There is emphasis on the use of literacy
skills in other subjects, and most pupils are encouraged to use ICT to develop their literacy skills.

MATHEMATICS
Provision in mathematics is good.
Main strengths and weaknesses

Pupils achieve well because of the good teaching and learning.
Marking and assessment are detailed and helpful to pupils.

There is a strong focus on developing pupils’ numeracy skills.
There is insufficient emphasis on problem solving.

In some lessons there is not enough time to complete the set work.
Leadership and management are good.

58. Pupils throughout the school achieve well. Pupils with SEN achieve well because adults know
their needs and give them very good support in lessons. Boys and girls are making similar progress
in lessons. Standards in mathematics in the current Year 2 are average. They are below average in
Year 6.

59. Teaching throughout the school is good, and half is very good. The teaching of younger pupils
in Years 1 and 2 is consistently very good. Both teachers use adult support very well. All learn