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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Saighton C of E Primary School is situated on the Duke of Westminster’s estate in the village of
Saighton a few miles south of Chester. Since the last inspection, the school has extended the playing
field and playground provision, built a new classroom, created a hall and developed a small secure
playground for the Foundation Stage. The mgjority of pupils (70 per cent) come from outside the
catchment area. Theroll has changed little since the last inspection in 1998 and the school is smaller
than most other primary schools. The school is dightly under-subscribed. There are 100 full time
pupils — 56 boys and 44 girls aged between 4 and 11, taught in four classes. There are no pupils for
whom English is an additiona language. The percentage of pupils eligible for free school mealsis well
below the national average. There are 18 pupils on the specia needs register which at 18 per cent is
broadly average. A below average proportion of pupils has a statement of special educationa needs.
Pupils join the Reception class in the September of the school year in which they are five years old.
Pupil mobility rate is 15 per cent which is dightly higher than most other schools, with four pupils
joining and 12 leaving the school at other than the normal times. Attainment on entry hasfalen in
recent years and is now below average.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Saighton Primary is a good school, with some very good features. The headteacher and senior teacher
provide good leadership and are well supported by a dedicated and hardworking staff. The quality of
teaching is good and enables pupils to make good progress through the school and achieve high
standards. The school gives good vaue for money.

What the school doeswell

The pupils make good progress through the school and the very good quality teaching they receive
in Years 5 and 6 results in them achieving standards that are well above average in English,
mathematics and science by the end of Year 6.

The pupils thoroughly enjoy school, behave well, have very good attitudes to their work and get on
very well together.

The headteacher provides good leadership and is well supported by governors and all staff.

The provision for the pupils spiritua, moral, socid and cultural development is of high quaity and
leads to acam, purposeful and positive atmosphere in schoaol in which everyone fedls valued.
Parents have a very high regard for the school and provide very good support for their children’s
education.

What could beimproved

The way the school uses the results of assessments to track pupils' progress through the school.
The pupils attainment in information and communication technology by the end of Year 6.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school has made good improvement since the last ingpection in March 1998. In relation to the key
issues, the school has improved the curriculum by introducing schemes of work in each subject which
clearly set out what isto be taught and learned as the pupils move through the school. The school
development plan is now carefully drawn up, clearly costed and systematically evaduated. Since the
last inspection, there have also been improvements in the quality of teaching, the standard of pupils
work by the end of Year 6, the qudity of relationships and pupils personal development.
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STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils at the end of Y ear 6 based on average point scores
in National Curriculum tedts.

Compared with
Performancein: all schools similar Key
schools

2000 2001 2002 2002 very high A

English C B A B well above average A
above average B

Mathematics C A A* A average C
below average D

Science A C C E well below average E

The children’s attainment when they start in the Reception class is below average and is particularly
weak in the development of their early reading and writing skills. They make good progress in the
Reception year because of the well-focused teaching and most will achieve the expected standards by
the time they start in Year 1. The exception to this will be in the areas of literacy and personal, socia
and emotiona development, where a significant minority of pupils will not achieve the expected
standards. Unlike at the time of the last ingpection, very few pupils in the Reception class will achieve
higher than the expected standards. Pupils in Years 1 and 2 make satisfactory progress and have
above average attainment in mathematics and average attainment in reading and writing. In art and
music, pupils attainment is higher than national expectations and in al other subjects pupils attainment
isin line with national expectations. Pupils make good progressin Years 3 to 6, and particularly good
progressin Years 5 and 6. The present Year 6 is achieving well above average standards in English,
mathematics and science. This shows an improvement over last year’s science results and the dight
decline in standards in mathematics, where pupils' results were very high, being in the top five per cent
in the country. The school has set very challenging targets for these pupils to achieve in the 2003
National Curriculum tests and evidence from the inspection confirms they are on course to meet these
targets. These pupils have very well developed speaking and listening skills and the standard of their
reading is high. Pupils make good use of their literacy skills in subjects such as science and history and
this experience helps them to develop their writing, spelling and grammar further. Pupils are
particularly good at developing their own investigations in science. The quality of pupils art work is
good and is very carefully displayed around the school. Pupils atainment in information and
communication technology is below average because pupils are not taught all aspects of the subject.
Pupils singing is of a high standard and enriches occasions like school assemblies. Pupils attainment
in dl other subjectsisin line with national expectations, except in art and music where the attainment is
above expectations. Pupils with special educational needs are well supported and make good progress
in lessons. Higher-ability pupils are particularly well challenged in Years 5 and 6 by their teachers and
achieve high standards. The progress of higher-achieving pupils in other classes is sometimes
restricted by the use of undemanding worksheets.
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PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Very good. Pupils are very enthusiagtic about school and have positive
atitudes to their work.

Behaviour, in and out of Good at al times.
classrooms

Personal development and | Very good. Pupils have very good relationships with each other, take
relationships their responsibilities very serioudy and show increasing confidence as
they become older.

Attendance Good, with pupils arriving promptly for school.

The very strong relationships through the school create a very caring and supportive ethos. These
relationships are further developed by the residentia visits for al years and the wide range of extra-
curricular activities.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupilsin: Reception Years1l—-2 Years3—-6

Quadlity of teaching Good Satisfactory Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good,;
satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate
and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

The quality of teaching is good overall and this relates closely to the good progress that pupils make as
they move through the school. During the inspection, a significant proportion of very good teaching
was observed in the Reception and Years 5 and 6 classes, where pupils were consistently challenged
and were most enthusiastic about their learning. Evidence from the work of Year 1 and 2 pupils
indicates that the quality of teaching and the pupils progress has been satisfactory over time.
However, a significant proportion of lessons observed in the inspection in this class were good.
English and mathematics, including the skills of literacy and numeracy, are taught well overall through
the school and help pupils to achieve high standards by the end of Year 6. A clear strength of the
teaching is the capable management of the pupils behaviour in the classroom, alied to the teachers
very good subject knowledge and understanding. The most important area for development is the
rationalisation of the use of worksheets, particularly in Years 2, 3 and 4, to ensure that the work builds
effectively on pupils previous learning so that pupils of al abilities, and particularly the higher-
achieving, are effectively and consistently challenged. Teachers marking of work is good, and
particularly good in Years 5 and 6, where it leads directly to improvements in pupils work.

Homework is set very regularly and has a positive impact on pupils learning. The teaching of art,
music and swimming through the school is consigtently good and leads to high standards in these
subjects.
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OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect

Comment

The qudity and range of
the curriculum

Good. The school provides a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum
that meets all statutory requirements and accurately reflects the ams

and objectives of the school. The curriculum is enriched by residential
vigtsfor al pupils and a very good range of extra-curricular activities.

Provison for pupils with
specid educational needs

Good. Individua education plans are of good quality and pupils make
good progress towards the targets set for them.

Provison for pupils
persond, including spiritud,
moral, social and cultura
development

Very good. Pupils are given many opportunities to develop their socia
skills and to take responshility for helping in the life and work of the
school.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

The procedures for child protection and ensuring pupils welfare are
good. There are good procedures for assessing pupils attainment but
the results of these assessments are not yet used sufficiently well to
track pupils progress through each year.

The school has very good links with parents who play a significant role in the life of the school.
Parents receive very good quality information from the school and give very good support to their
children’s learning, both a home and in schoal.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and The headteacher, ably assisted by his experienced senior teacher,
management by the provides good leadership and management and is very well supported
headteacher and other key | by dl staff who are committed to raising standards further. Whilst
staff subject leaders provide good leadership, they do not yet have sufficient

time to monitor the quality of teaching and learning through the schoal.

How well the governors
fulfil their responsibilities

Satisfactory. The governors are very supportive of the school and play
amuch fuller part in setting the school improvement plan. Their
monitoring of the school’s performance is under-devel oped.

The school’ s evaluation of

Satisfactory. The monitoring of teaching by the headteacher is good

its performance and has been used effectively to improve the qudity of teaching in the
school. Thereis, at present, alack of rigour in the way that the school
uses assessment information to track pupils progress through the
schoal.

The strategic use of Good. The school usesits budget carefully to improve its resources and

resources accommodation. The school applies the principles of best value well,

particularly in its consultation with parents, when buying resources and
in its provison for extra-curricular activities.
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Staffing is well matched to the needs of the curriculum and good use of teachers expertise is made in
art and music. Resources for learning are satisfactory. There has been a great improvement since
the last ingpection in the classroom accommodation and the outside play areas. Because of lack of
space, the school hall is aso a storage area for dinner tables and chairs and, as such, is not suitable for
the more energetic aspects of physical education.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

What pleases par ents most What parentswould liketo seeimproved

Children’s enjoyment of school. - Homework provision.
The quality of teaching and the good progress
that children make.

The |leadership and management of the
headteacher and the approachability of the school.
The good range of extra-curricular activities.
Children’ s behaviour and opportunities for them to
take increasing responsibility.

The inspectors endorse parents positive views but do not agree with parents' concerns about
homework provision. Thisthey felt was set regularly, with pupils having a clear idea how it helped
their learning.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’sresults and pupils achievements

1

When the school was last inspected, in March 1998, standards of attainment were judged to be
above average in reading, writing and mathematics at the end of Y ear 2 and above average in
English, mathematics and science at the end of Year 6. Since that time the standards at the
end of Year 2 have fallen, principaly because of the lower attainment of the children when
they started at the school. The attainment at the end of Y ear 6 has improved in line with the
nationa trend. In 2002, the school’ s performance in the National Curriculum tests at the end
of Year 2 was above average in reading, average in writing and below average in
mathematics. Compared with similar schools, attainment was above average in reading, below
average in writing and well below average in mathematics. In the tests at the end of Year 6,
the school’ s performance last year was well above average in English, below averagein
science and very high in mathematics, with attainment being in the top five per cent of dl
schools. Compared to smilar schools, its performance was well above average in
mathematics, above average in English but well below average in science.

Inspectors found that the present Y ear 2 pupils are making satisfactory progress. In reading,
the pupils attainment is above average and in writing, their attainment is satisfactory. In
mathematics, pupils attainment is above average with a higher proportion of pupils working at
the higher levels. The attainment in these subjects clearly mirrors the pupils attainment on
entry to the school in the Reception class.

Ingpection evidence confirms that Year 6 pupils attainment is well above average in English,
mathematics and science and has improved since the last inspection. This group of Year 6
pupils is making very good progress, due to the consgently high quality and chalenging
teaching. The noticeable improvement in science from the previous year is due to the
sgnificantly increased proportion of pupils working at the higher levels. Careful analysis of
National Curriculum test results is used effectively by teachers to ensure that the curriculum is
constantly refined to address identified weaknesses. However, the school’ s systems for setting
yearly targets, and using the results of ongoing assessments to track pupils progress towards
these targets, is not rigorous enough to ensure that the high standards at the end of Year 6 will
be maintained in future years.

The school’ s task in raising attainment, particularly at the lower end of the schoal, is made
more difficult by the relatively high level of pupil mobility that the school experiences and the
noticeable decline in standards on entry to the school in the Reception class. These are
particularly noticeable in aspects of literacy, children’s personal, social and emotional
development and some aspects of numeracy. The attainment on entry of the present Year 6
pupils was higher than the attainment of those who joined the Reception class in the last two
years. This means that the school will have to work very hard if it isto maintain the present
standards at the end of Year 6. The school isfortunate in the parental help that it receives
and aso with the parents’ interest in supporting their children with homework.

Standards are above average in art and music through the school and good use is made of
teacher expertise in these two subjects. Standards in swimming are also above average.
Standards in other subjects are generally in line with national expectations by the end of Y ear
2 and Year 6. In information and communication technology (ICT) standards are in line with
national expectations at the end of Year 2 but below nationa expectations at the end of Y ear
6, where pupils do not cover all aspects of the subject. ICT isat present part of the school

Saighton C of E Primary School - 11



improvement plan and weaknesses in the curriculum and in teacher expertise are being
appropriately addressed.

6. There are some differences in the performance of boys and girls. Over the last three years,
girls have outperformed boys in reading and writing at the end of Year 2 and thisis carried
through to the end of Year 6, where girls are aimost the equivaent of ayear ahead of boys.
Whilst girls have performed better than boys in science during the last three years, thisis likely
to be reversed with the present Year 6 group. Thereis, however, an absence of a clear
pattern from year to year which makes it important for the school to continue to monitor the
differences carefully.

7. The attainment of children on entry to the school is much lower than at the time of the last
inspection. Thisis most noticeable in the attainment of boys, with over half of the present
Reception class group entering the school with attainment that is well below that expected of
children of asimilar age. However, teaching that is effective in improving basic skillsand is
founded on good management of the classroom and high expectation, resultsin the great
majority of pupils attaining the expected Early Learning Goals® by the time they leave the
Reception class. The exception isin communication, language and literacy and pupils
personal, socia and emotional development, where a significant minority of pupils will not
reach the expected standards.

8. Pupils with specid educational needs make good progress towards the targets set for them.
Children in Reception have their needs identified early and make good progressin relaion to
their specific targets, because the staff adopt appropriate strategies to address weaknesses.
Progress for these pupils continues to be good through the school, because their individua
education plans clearly identify small, achievable targets for improvement in the next stage of
their learning. Their progressis aso helped by the work of the learning support teacher and
the support assistant who work and plan closely with the class teachers to ensure that these
pupils learning needs are met, through individua or group support. Higher-achieving pupils
achieve very well at the end of Year 6, but their progress through the school is sometimes
restricted by undemanding work sheets.

Pupils' attitudes, values and personal development

9. Pupils attitudes and personal development are very good and their behaviour is good. Pupils
attendance and punctuality at the school is good. The high standards reported at the time of
the last ingpection have been maintained and have a significant impact on the pupils work and
progress.

10. Pupils display very good attitudes in the classroom and around the school. For example, in one
role play activity in the Reception class, pupils dressed up as adults and carried out domestic
activities such as cooking, cleaning and looking after the baby with great enthusiasm. Pupils
respond very well to their teachers and other adults in the school. In a school assembly they
sat very quietly listening carefully and with reverence to the classicad music being played prior
to the start of the assembly. In the playground pupils displayed consistently very caring
atitudes to each other as they played a variety of games. The pupils have very strong feglings
for the school. For example, in one discussion they were asked what they would change if

! Early learning goals - these are expectations for most children to reach by the end of the foundation stage. They refer mainly
to achievements children make in connection with communication language and literacy; mathematical development; and
personal, social and emotional development; knowledge and understanding of the world; physical and creative development. There
are many goals for each area of learning, for example, in language and literacy pupils should be able to write their own name and
other things such as |abels and begin to write simple sentences.
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11

13.

they were the headteacher. After aninitia stunned silence, the pupils spoke very positively
about how much they enjoyed coming to school and its very positive ethos and values. There
was nothing they wanted to change.

Pupils behaviour is consistently good and often very good. Pupils behave very well when
lessons have good pace and the work is challenging and expectations high. Occasiondly, the
teaching does not successfully challenge al the pupils and when this happens, asin one
mathematics lesson, pupils take advantage and their behaviour deteriorates. Although not
observed during the inspection, there is evidence of avery small amount of unsatisfactory
behaviour from a small minority of pupils. However, the schoal’ s proactive approach
minimises the impact of this behaviour on other pupils learning. There have been no recent
exclusions from the school. At lunch times, pupils behave consistently well both in the school
hall and in the playground. They arrive and leave school in an orderly manner.

The day-to-day relationships between pupils and teachers and pupils and pupilsis very good
and these have a very positive impact on the way that pupils learn alongside each other and
from each other. Pupils enjoy being given responsibilities and take them serioudly.
Responsihilities include monitors for classrooms and the library, working the overhead
projector during assembly, and helping to distribute play equipment for lunchtime play. Two
children from each year group are also members of the School Council that meets regularly to
discuss and promote ideas submitted by their peers. Children respond well to this work
because they can see how it improves their enjoyment of school. For example, the council is
currently helping to draw up a set of playground rules to ensure that al children receive an
equal opportunity to use the new playground resources. Pupils have well devel oped
collaborative skills and these are used effectively by the teachers as part of the learning
process. A good example of thiswas seenin a 'Y ear 5/6 self-defence lesson, where the pupils
collaborative sKkills led to high quality learning. The school aso provides many opportunities for
pupils to develop their socia skills through speaking and listening, such as in one assembly,
where severa pupils performed a short play that was set to music, and other, older pupils
talked about their recent road safety initiatives.

The overall attendance at the school is good and is currently above the national average. The
incidence of unauthorised absenceis very low and iswell below the nationa average. Thereis
very little evidence of pupil lateness and the vast mgjority of pupils come to school on time.
There is, however, some dippage during the school day in relation to the starting time of some
lessons. School registers are correctly marked.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSOR STUDENTS TAUGHT?

14.

15.

Overdl the quality of teaching isgood. It isstrongest in Years 5 and 6, where pupils are
consistently challenged and expectations are high. Teaching has improved since the last
ingpection, particularly in the proportion of very good or better lessons. Unlike at the time of
the last inspection, there was no unsatisfactory teaching. Overal the quality of teaching is
improving, promoted by the consistent approach adopted by the headteacher to monitoring,
evaluating and devel oping the teaching in the core subjects.

There are some consistent and characteristic strengths in the quality of teaching across the
school and across subjects. A clear strength is the way that teachers use their very good
subject knowledge to question and assess pupils, whilst degpening their understanding.
Teachers planning is consistently good and clearly identifies what pupils are to learn during
each lesson. In the best lessons, thisis shared with pupils at the beginning of the lesson and
referred to during the plenary session at the end of the lesson. The management of pupilsis
good overal and very good in the Reception class, where high expectations and a consistency
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16.

17.

18.

19.

of gpproach are ingtilling good attitudes to learning and good behaviour. There is evidence of
good quality marking in all classes but it ismost consgtent in Years 5 and 6, where it clearly
identifies what pupils need to do to improve their work and has a noticeable impact on the
quality of that work. The monitoring of planning by the headteacher and co-ordinatorsis a
strong feature of the management of teaching and leads to teachers making good use of time,
support staff and resources. In English, mathematics and science, teachers make good use of
homework to support and consolidate learning in the classroom. It isaweaknessthat in Years
1, 2, 3 and 4, the teachers make too little use of ICT to encourage independent learning or to
consolidate the pupils computer skills. In Years 3 to 6, alack of relevant programs and
teachers expertise in certain aspects of ICT is resulting in unsatisfactory progress by these

pupils.

The teaching of English, including the skills of literacy, isgood in Years 1 and 2 and very good
in Years 3to 6. The English co-ordinator sets good standards and most of the time teachers
have high enough expectations and set work that is appropriately chalenging. In the mgority
of lessons the pace is brisk and teachers display high levels of enthusiasm, enabling pupils to
make good gainsin their learning. Whilst the introductory parts of literacy lessons have good
pace, the work set does not consistently encourage pupils to develop their literacy skills
particularly in writing, where the use of worksheets restricts some pupils' ability to write at
length. Thisis especially the case for the higher-achieving pupils, whose crestivity and pace
of learning is sometimes restricted.

The teaching of mathematics, including the skills of numeracy, is satisfactory in Years 1 and 2
and very good in Years 3to 6. Teachers have a good understanding of the three-part lesson
of the Numeracy Strategy and use resources effectively to develop the pupils' understanding
of new concepts. The mental mathematics sessions at the beginning of lessons are carefully
planned and prompt pupils to give fast answers. These sessions have been particularly
effective at developing Year 5 and 6 pupils knowledge of multiplication tables. Occasionaly
pupils get carried away in this work; caling out answers and spoiling the assessment
opportunities for the teacher. Where teaching is most effective, the teacher not only pushes a
pupil to explain how they reached their answer but aso reinterprets the answer, so that all
pupils in the class have a greater opportunity of learning from the response. This helps pupils
to clarify their thinking and learn effectively from their peers. Teaching isless effective when
the work set is too dependent on work sheets, as often happensin Years 1 and 2. This often
restricts challenge, particularly for the higher-achievers and aso limits pupils opportunities to
set down their own work.

Art and design, music and physica education are taught well and lead to pupils making good
progress in these subjects. Good use is made of specialist teaching in al three of these
subjects. The school is fortunate to have on its staff a very experienced music teacher, which
results in high quality singing from the older pupils. Good qudity teaching in physica education
is leading to above average standards in swimming and well-coached extra-curricular football
sessions are leading directly to some very skilful older playersin the school football team. In
science, pupils make satisfactory progressin Years 1 to 4 and very good progressin Years 5
and 6. Pupils progressis sometimes restricted in Y ears 3 and 4 by the use of worksheets that
do not challenge pupils of dl abilities. Thisis particularly so when the work on a particular
topic, such as light, isidentica and does not give the teacher a clear insght into pupils
understanding. In geography, teaching is good and in al other subjects, the quality of teaching
is satisfactory, leading to pupils making appropriate progress as they move through the school.

Pupils are very enthusiastic learners because teachers work hard to choose interesting topics

that involve arange of different subjects. Thiswas clearly evident inaYear 5 and 6 project
on biscuit making, which resulted in a high-class booklet involving pupils numeracy, literacy,
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20.

art and design and data handling skills and also some very tasty biscuits. Whilst teachers mark
work carefully, the lack of a consistently applied school correction policy means that not all
pupils are benefiting from their teacher’s comments.

The teaching of pupils with specia educational needsis good. Thisis because individua
education plans and other targets are matched carefully to meet their precise needs. Teachers
use awide range of successful strategies to motivate, involve and challenge these pupils which
aso involve good use of the learning support teacher and learning support assistant. Records
are carefully maintained and regularly updated to enable teachers to track pupils progress.
The occasional example of inappropriate behaviour, such aswas seeninthe Year 3/ 4 class
during the inspection, is dedlt with very effectively to ensure that incidents such as this do not
disrupt the learning of the class. Higher-attaining pupils generally learn well, athough there
are till some occasions when they are not sufficiently challenged to fully exploit their

potentid.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED TO
PUPILS OR STUDENTS?

21

23.

24.

For the pupilsin Years 1 to 6, the school now provides a good quality and range of learning
opportunities that includes al the subjects of the Nationa Curriculum. The curriculum meets
statutory requirements for all subjects. The Christian values and philosophy of the school are
clearly reflected in its commitment to provide the best possible equality of opportunity for al of
its pupils whatever their age, ability or background. At the time of the last inspection, a key
issue for the school was to improve the content of the curriculum by ensuring that schemes of
work provide progression in knowledge, skills and understanding. This issue has been
addressed successfully.

The schoal rightly gives a high priority to the teaching of literacy and numeracy and teaching
and learning in both subjects are well planned and organised. The teachers planning for
literacy and numeracy is good. The headteacher and the co-ordinators usually guide and
oversee the long and medium term plans based on the literacy and numeracy frameworks, and
teachers then plan thoroughly using an agreed format. In other subjects, the school has
successfully adopted and adapted the nationally published schemes of work. Class teachers
use the schemes well to plan on adaily or weekly basis but the delivery of the lessons
frequently involves the use of worksheet based activities and this can restrict the learning and
cregtivity of some of the pupils, especidly in writing. In information and communication
technology in Y ears 3 to 6, some elements, for example control technology and multi-media,
are not planned for or taught due to insufficient resources. This restricts the pupils progressin
the subject as they move through the school.

The school curriculum aso includes awide variety of supplementary visits and activities that
include aresidentia visit for each year group. These provide rich and stimulating experiences
for al the pupils and have a positive impact on the pupils learning and particularly on their
spiritual, moral, socid and cultura development. For example, during a recent residential visit,
the Year 6 pupils used music, dance and poetry to heighten their awareness of the plight of
refugees. A vist by an artist provided the pupils with inspiration for their own artwork and
writing about St George. This was carried out as part of the Nationa Gallery’s ‘ Take One
Picture’ initiative. The school also places great emphasis on the development of singing across
the school. The choir has been successful in numerous music festivals and has performed at
fund rising concerts in and around Chester.

Thereis avery good range of extra-curricular activities, which include sports and the
opportunity to learn French and German. There is aso a school council that meets regularly
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26.

21.

28.

20.

and enables the pupils from Y ear 2 onwards to be actively involved in the life of the school.
The school’ s good links with the local and wider community are used well to enrich the pupils
learning. For example, the Y ear 6 pupils attend lectures and workshops at aloca secondary
schoal.

The curriculum for children in the Foundation Stage is good overal and is planned effectively
in accordance with the nationally recommended Stepping Stones towards the Early Learning
Godsin the six areas of learning. The curriculum is carefully tailored to the children’s
individual needs, and together with the good teaching helps to ensure that children are well
challenged, make good progress and have positive attitudes to learning.

The school makes very good provision for the pupils personal, social and health education.
The planned programme of work includes elements of citizenship, sex education and drugs
awareness. Additionally, the older pupilstake courses in first aid and self—defence. Pupils
who have received first aid training work alongside the teacher on duty to help put their first
ad training into practice.

Good procedures are in place for the identification of pupils with specia educationa needs and
the school provides well for them. All pupils with special educational needs have individua
education plans that contain small, achievable targets for improvement and these are reviewed
regularly. The plans are well written and, together with their parents, the pupils are made
aware of the targets and their progress towards them. These pupils have access to the full
curriculum and are helped to benefit from it through careful planning and the good use that is
made of the learning support teacher and the classroom assistants. They work and plan closely
with class teachers to ensure the pupils learning needs are met and they provide good support
either to individuas or small groups. The additional help that some of the pupils receive in the
learning of the sounds for spelling and reading is particularly successful and results in these
pupils making some good and very good progress in their learning.

The provision for the spiritual, moral, socia and cultural development of pupilsis very good.
The spiritual development of pupilsis very good. Assemblies make a significant contribution to
the pupils spiritual development. One observed assembly taken by alocal minister contained
avery powerful element of contrasting spirituality brought about by use of gentle music and
the flickering glow of burning candles at the start and end of assembly. The spiritudity was
further developed by the pupils singing of two wonderfully uplifting and vibrant hymns. The
sgnificantly high element of spirituaity at this school is aso evident in its very strong Christian
ethos and in the way that it values the efforts of each and every pupil.

The mora development of pupilsis very good. Teachers act as very good role models for
pupils in the way they present themselves in the classroom and around the school. The very
caring ethos of the school is used very well to promote the difference between right and
wrong for all pupils and especialy in the Reception class where pupils personal and socia
skills are under-developed on entry to the school. Activities such as taking turns and sharing
toys and games with each other very successfully develop the children’s mora understanding.
The school’ s behaviour code is quietly but efficiently promoted, particularly in personal, socid
and health education lessons that are consistently and effectively used by the schoal to
underpin and enhance pupils moral development.

Thereis very good provision for pupils social development. Teachers and al staff throughout
the school provide pupils with good role models, which encourage the devel opment of positive
attitudes and generally very good socia behaviour. As soon as they start school, the children
are helped and encouraged to work together as part of their daily routines. Pupils are also
encouraged to help those less fortunate than themselves. They are actively involved in raising
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money for a number of national charities and some overseas. During the time of the
ingpection, there were many examples of pupils working and playing well together. In lessons,
they share equipment sensitively, co-operate in pairs and collaborate very well in group tasks.
Relationships within the school between staff and pupils are very good which gives pupils the
confidence to discuss and voice their opinions on a variety of matters and concerns. The
school’ s council gives pupils a very good opportunity to play a postive role in the life of the
school whilst learning important lessons about citizenship. The very good range of extra
curricular activities creates valuable opportunities for pupils of different ages and genders to
work and play together.

The cultural development of pupilsisvery good. Pupils have many opportunities to study local
and national culture through subjects such as English, history, geography, music and art. Many
vidts are made into the local environment and a recent residentid trip to Menai in north-west
Wales provided the Y ear 6 pupils with significant awareness of the plight of refugees
throughout the world. A wide range of externa visitors is used to support pupils cultura
development. The wider study of the richness of other cultures, both in their own country and
across the world, is very well supported by an extensive range of classroom displays and
artefacts. For example, the Y ear 5/6 classroom had a very impressive display of the study of
faith through art, whilst other classrooms had features linked to the pupils present studies of
Mexico and India

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

32.

The procedures for child protection and welfare are good, as are the procedures for the
monitoring of pupils academic and persona development. The school has good procedures
for carrying out assessments to determine the pupils attainment and to inform the teachers
future planning. Even more use could be made of this information to ensure that every pupil is
making appropriate progress through each year. Child protection procedures are effective.
The teaching and support staff, well supported by arange of external agencies, provide a high
degree of welfare and educationa support to individua pupils, as seen in the good provision for
pupils with specia educationa needs. The high leve of child protection and welfare support to
pupils at the school, together with the good procedures for promoting pupils persona
development have a positive impact on their learning and are a significant strength of the
school.

In the Reception class, the children are assessed soon after they start at the school. The
teacher makes on-going assessments of the children’s persond, social, language and
mathematical development and the information is used to identify children who may have
specific language or learning needs. Using this information, the teacher then plans carefully to
meet the individual children’s needs. The children’s progress is assessed using the Early
Learning Goals and is recorded systematically and regularly. In Years 3, 4 and 5 the pupils
are tested in reading, spelling and mathematics. Additionally, the pupils have arecord of
achievement folder that contains samples of their work and provides a personal profile of
progress and improvement as they move through the classes. The pupils with special
educationa needs are assessed regularly to measure their progress and to check the
effectiveness of the strategies used in helping them work towards their individua targets.
Assessment records show that many of them have made very good progress and significant
gainsin their standards of reading and spelling.

All the assessment information, including a thorough analysis of nationa test resultsin English
and mathematics for Year 2 and 6 pupilsis recorded and used effectively to set whole school

targets and identify areas for development. For example, the school has rightly highlighted the
need to improve standards in writing across the school, but especiadly in Year 2. This good
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30.

use of assessment information resultsin clear, well focussed planning in the core subjects.
However, in order to ensure further and continued improvement in standards, the school now
needs to use this information more systematicaly and rigorously to track the progress of
individuals and groups of pupils, not only at the end of each school year, but dso as they move
through each year. The school could aso usefully apply its good assessment procedures to
subjects other than English and mathematics.

Individua targets for the pupilsin Years 1 to 6 are included in a half-yearly profile which is
shared with parents. Most of the older pupils are aware of what their targets are but their
knowledge of their progress towards them is limited. The information to parents about their
children’s progress are good. They provide a clear picture of what the pupils know and also
include information about what they need to do to improve.

All the staff know the pupils very well and have a good understanding of their capabilities.
They are dert and responsive to the pupils needs and their personal and emotional
development is monitored informally but very effectively. Persona and socia issues are
addressed in classes during personal, socia and hedlth education lessons and in circle time®.
Any pupils who have a specific problem or emationa need know that all staff will listen and
support them sengitively.

In the classroom, teachers are quick to observe any persona difficulties exhibited by pupils
and take appropriate action. The school operates a good first aid system for minor accidents
and appropriate records are maintained. The school carries out occasiona health and safety
audits of the site and careful records are kept. Regular fire drills are carried out and the school
aso maintains alog of pupil medica records including food allergies that are copied to relevant
kitchen staff. The schoal is taking steps to update its present procedures.

The school, together with the occasional assistance of external agencies, is proactive in the
monitoring of the individua levels of pupil absence. The school promotes good attendance and
parents are reminded to act responsibly when considering taking their children on holiday
during term time. Although the school monitors lateness well, there is evidence of occasional
inconsistency in the lesson starting times after break and lunch times. The school has
developed arange of effective strategies for the monitoring and control of the rare examples
of challenging behaviour, and positive attitudes are very well promoted in lessons such as
personal, socia and health education and circle time. The school takes a very strong stance
on inclusion and doesiits very best to ensure al pupils are fully included in al activities that it
provides. The school works extremely hard to integrate pupils whose attitudes and behaviour
have not been successfully addressed at other schools.

The school provides agood level of educationa and personal support to pupils which is aimed
at raising their individua achievement and in increasing their self-esteem. The school
acknowledges this achievement through the praise given to them in the classroom and, more
formally, in regular sharing and presentation assemblies. In these, each teacher presents an
award to the 'child of the week' describing in detail, the reason for their choice. Thisre-
emphasi ses the school’ s ethos for hard work, achievement and effort, and also raises the
pupil’s self-esteem in the eyes of the school.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

40.

Parents have very positive views of the school and the school’ s links with parents are very
effective. The impact of parental involvement on the work of the school isvery good. Thisis
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42.

confirmed by the parents’ meeting with the inspectors and in the high return of the parental
questionnaires. A very significant mgjority of parents are very supportive of the school and of
its ams and objectives. Parents fed that their children thoroughly enjoy school and that they
are making good progress. Parents also fedl that the teaching is good and that the school is
well managed. Parents work with the school as co-educators of the children is an important
part of the school’s philosophy. Homework, despite some parents' concerns, is used well to
support the pupils learning. An information pack for new parents to the school provides very
helpful guidance and advice. The information provided by the school in the prospectus, annua
governors' report to parents and the regular newdettersis of a high standard and much
appreciated by parents. Pupils annual reports are detailed but do not consistently identify
areas for future development. However, this inconsistency is addressed in the parents
evenings. During these, the teachers share and discuss with parents a written summary of
their child's genera progress and their progress towards targets that had been shared with
parents previoudly. Parents are very appreciative of the large range of extra-curricular
activities that the school organises for their children and the well-organised annual residentia
vigtsthat al pupils are encouraged to attend.

Some parents are frequent visitors to the school both in terms of providing very useful
classroom support and aso in helping with extra curricular activities, visits and occasiona
residentia trips. All parents have been invited to enter into a home/school agreement that is
designed to promote improved relationships between the school, parents and pupils. Parents
interviewed during the ingpection were extremely positive about the school. The ‘ open-door’
policy is clearly understood by parents who fee that informal opportunities to see teachers
‘nips potentia problemsin the bud’. Parents have great faith that any concerns reported to
the school will be acted upon quickly and decisively. Thereis agood level of additiona support
provided to the parents whose children are on the school’ s register of special educational
needs.

The great mgjority of parents also play an important part in their children’s education by
helping them at home with their variety of homework and in assisting them with project work
which isrelated to a particular topic being studied at school. The Parent Teachers
Association is very supportive of the school and provides a further very effective link between
home and the school. Parental attendance at school concerts, celebrations and sports daysis
very good. Overdl, the school’s links with parents provide a very strong contribution to the
pupils learning and persona development and are a significant strength of the school.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

43.

The headteacher provides good leadership and management for the school and is very well
supported in al hiswork, by his senior teacher. The headteacher has successfully addressed
the issues of the last inspection and maintained the high standards at the end of Year 6. He
has a good awareness of his own strengths and uses the skills of others to good effect. The
governing body, members of staff and parents give him credit for the improvements that have
been made in the school and for its strong Christian ethos. The staff in the school are a strong
team that has a shared determination to further improve the quality of education it provides.

The governors are supportive of the school and fulfil their statutory duties satisfactorily. Since
the last inspection there have been improvements in the procedures for their involvement in
setting the priorities of the school improvement plan. The weaknesses identified in this
process at the last inspection have been addressed and governors play an active part in
planning the budget for the individua initiatives. Whilst the success criteria for each of the
initiatives are clear, the school does not make enough use of governors expertise to help in the
evauation of school developments, such as through formal discussions with groups of pupils.
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47.

Governors have a satisfactory understanding of the school’ s strengths and weaknesses but
much of this knowledge comes from the headteacher in his regular reports to the governing
body. The numeracy and literacy governors are new to their role and the planned joint
observations of lessons with the headteacher will give them a deeper insight into how the
subject istaught. Members of the governing body will aso benefit from this initiative when
these governors feed back their findings.

Subject co-ordinators have good leadership skills overal. Numeracy and literacy co-ordinators
have successfully overseen the introduction of the nationa strategies. Subject co-ordinators
work closdly with teachersin their planning and formally monitor standards in their subject.
However, they do not have opportunities to observe the quality of teaching and learning in the
different classes and, as such, their skills are not being fully utilised by the school. The co-
ordinators for specia educationa needs manage the provision well and this leads directly to
these pupils making good progress towards their targets. There are good relationships with
outside agencies that are accessed when required. The procedures for drawing up and
reviewing individual education plans are carefully considered with appropriate parental
involvement.

The school has made good improvements since the last inspection. Relevant schemes of work
and more challenge for the higher-attaining pupils have been appropriately addressed. Thisis
resulting in more chalenging and open-ended activities, particularly in subjects like science,
physica education and design and technology. However, the over use of generic worksheets
sometimes restricts the progress of the more able pupils.

The school’s monitoring procedures are satisfactory overal. The monitoring of the quality of
teaching by the headteacher is carried out regularly and has led to improvements in classroom
practice. Whilst standards remain high at the end of Year 6, it is most important for the school
that their monitoring and tracking systems are strengthened to ensure that al pupils make the
requisite progress in each academic year. At present the assessment systems give an
indication of pupils attainment but there is alack of rigour with which this information is used
to ensure that appropriately high achievement is maintained in each year. Asaresult, asmall
minority of pupils reach the end of a school year with assessments indicating that they have
not made the progress expected of them. With amuch lower attainment profile for children
entering the Reception class, it is important that pupils progress is more regularly monitored.
The information from this monitoring will enable the school to focus additiona resources during
the year when the identified progress of individua pupils has fallen behind expectations. In this
way the school will be doing its utmost to ensure that its tradition for high standards is
preserved. The school aims are highly appropriate and are well incorporated into the school’s
day to day routines. They highlight the importance of the development of pupils potential and
good relationships within a strong Christian ethos. School devel opments consistently reflect
these aims and help to create an atmosphere in the school where pupils feel valued and
challenged.

The provision of teaching and support staff is good and ensures that all aspects of the
curriculum are taught appropriately. The exception is the teaching of ICT in the juniors where
teachers subject knowledge is not yet sufficiently developed to ensure al aspects of the
subject are taught to the required standard. Whilst the school’ s accommodeation is satisfactory
overdl, it hasimproved considerably since the last ingpection, particularly with the addition of a
new classroom, creation of a school hall and significant improvements to the outside areas.
Resources are satisfactory overall but there is a weakness in some aspects of ICT and in the
condition of some musical instruments. The staff are well supported by classroom assistants,
some of whom provide specidist specia educationa needs support. The kitchen and
caretaking staff also provide a very effective level of support to adults and children in the

Saighton C of E Primary School - 20



49,

school and are made to feel an important part of the school family. The induction
arrangements for new staff are good and performance management systems and procedures
are fully implemented and effective.

The day to day management of the school's finances is good and the headteacher works
closdly with the chair of the finance committee and school secretary in monitoring the process
and in ensuring that educational priorities are appropriately financed. Specific grants are used
effectively in the support of pupils with specia educational needs and in the development of
the school’ s accommodation. The magjority of recommendations from the recent external
auditor's report have aready been implemented.
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WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

0.

In order to raise the quality of education and standards further, the headteacher, governors and
staff should:

(@) Improve the way pupils progressis tracked through the school by:
- Setting clear, challenging and measurable targets for pupils to achieve at
the end of each year in English and mathematics;
- Tracking pupils progress at regular times in the year towards these targets
- Putting into place extra support when necessary to ensure pupils meet
their individua targets.
(Paragraphs 3, 32, 34, 47)

2 *raise pupils attainment in information and communication technology by the end of
Year 6 by:

- ensuring the school has sufficient software so that all programmes of
study can be taught;
- extending teachers subject knowledge and levels of confidence;
- teaching information and communication technology skills on aregular and
systematic basis and reinforcing these skills across the curriculum.
(Paragraphs 5, 15, 22, 48, 104-108)

In addition to the key issues above, the following minor issues should be considered for
incluson in the action plan;

- the overuse of undemanding worksheets;
(Paragraphs 8, 16, 17, 18, 22, 68, 74, 81)

- ensure consgency in the application of the school’s marking policy;
(Paragraphs 15, 69, 74, 75 83),

- opportunities for the co-ordinators of English, mathematics and science to
observe teaching and learning in different classes.

- (Paragraphs 45, 83, 107)

* part of this year’'s school development plan
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed 25
Number of discussions with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 25
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
Number 1 6 13 5 0 0 0
Percentage 4 24 52 20 0 0 0
The table gives the number and percentage of |essons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching. Care should be taken when interpreting these percentages as each lesson represents four percentage points.
I nformation about the school’ s pupils
Pupilson the school’sroll Nursery YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’s roll (FTE for part-time pupils) 100
Number of full-time pupils known to be €eligible for free school meals 2
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery YR-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of special educational needs 1
Number of pupils on the school’s special educational needs register 18
English as an additional language No of pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additional language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 4
Pupils who left the school other than at the usual time of leaving 12
Attendance
Authorised absence Unauthorised absence

% %

School data 3.8 School data 0.0
National comparative data 5.4 National comparative data 0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2)

Year Boys Girls Total
Number of registered pupilsin final year of Key Stage 1 for the latest reporting year 2002 11 7 18
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Boys 10 8 10
Numbers of pupils at NC level 2 Girls 7 7 5
and above
Total 17 15 15
Percentage of pupils School 94 (87) 83 (73) 83 (80)
at NC level 2 or above National 84 (84) 86 (86) 90 (91)
Teachers’ Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 10 10 10
Numbers of pupils at NC level 2 Girls B B |
and above
Total 17 17 17
Percentage of pupils School 94 (87) 94 (80) 98 (80)
a NC level 2 or above National 85 (85) 89 (89) 89 (89)
Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6)
Year Boys Girls Total
Number of registered pupilsin final year of Key Stage 2 for the latest reporting year 2002 11 9 20
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Boys 9 11 11
Numbers of pupils at NC level 4 Girls 9 9 9
and above
Total 18 20 20
Percentage of pupils School 90 (88) 100 (100) 100 (100)
a NC level 4 or above National 75 (75) 73 (71) 86 (87)
Teachers’ Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 9 11 11
Numbers of pupils at NC level 4 Girls 9 9 9
and above
Total 18 20 20
Percentage of pupils School 90 (94) 100 (94) 100 (100)
at NC level 4 or above National 73 (72) 74 (74) 82 (82)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin the last school year

Categoriesused in the Annual School Census No of pupils Number of Number of

onroll fixed period permanent

exclusions exclusions
White — British 100 0 0
White — Irish 0 0 0
White — any other White background 0 0 0
Mixed — White and Black Caribbean 0 0 0
Mixed — White and Black African 0 0 0
Mixed — White and Asian 0 0 0
Mixed — any other mixed background 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British — Indian 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British — Pakistani 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British — Bangladeshi 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British — any other Asian background 0 0 0
Black or Black British — Caribbean 0 0 0
Black or Black British — African 0 0 0
Black or Black British —any other Black background 0 0 0
Chinese 0 0 0
Any other ethnic group 0 0 0
No ethnic group recorded 0 0 0

The table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only. It gives the number of exclusions, which may be different from the number of
pupils excluded.

Teachers and classes Financial information

Qualified teachersand classes: YR -Y6

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) 5.2 Financial year 2002/02
Number of pupils per qualified teacher 20

Average class size 25 £
Education support staff: YR-Y6 Total income 281753
Total number of education support staff 2 Total expenditure 272619
Total aggregate hours worked per week 64 Expenditure per pupil 2463
Qualified teachers and support staff: nursery Balance brought forward from previous year 10053
Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) Balance carried forward to next year 9134
Number of pupils per qualified teacher

Total number of education support staff

Total aggregate hours worked per week

Number of pupils per FTE adult

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Recruitment of teachers

Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years 0.1
Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years 0.2
Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE) 0
Number of vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE) 1
Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less than one term (FTE) 0

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturnrate

Per centage of responsesin each category 34%

My child likes school.
My child is making good progressin school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at home.

The teaching is good.

| am kept well informed about how my child is getting
on.

I would feel comfortable about approaching the school
with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and achieve
his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The schooal is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of activities
outside lessons.

Number of questionnaires sent out 100
Number of questionnaires returned A
Strongly | Tendto Tendto Strongly | Don't
agree agree disagree disagree | know
76 24 0 0 0
65 3B 0 0 0
38 62 0 0 0
18 58 24 0 0
71 26 0 0 3
24 67 9 0 0
82 18 0 0 0
82 18 0 0 0
76 24 0 0 0
85 1 0 0 3
74 26 0 0 0
59 38 3 0 0
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PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE

CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

51

52.

The school admits children to the school at the start of the academic year in which they attain
their fifth birthday. At the time of the ingpection, there were 16 children in the Foundation
Stage. The overall attainment of children on entry to the school covers awide range, but is
below average overall and has fallen significantly since the last inspection. A significant
proportion of the children have well below average attainment in their basic literacy skills and
aso inther persond, social and emotiona development. The children, including those with
specia educational needs and the few who are higher-attainers, make good overal progressin
the Reception class, because of the consistently good quality teaching they experience. By the
time they enter Year 1, the mgjority of the children will meet the expectations of the Early
Learning Goals® in al six areas of learning. In pupils physical development, the great majority
of pupilswill exceed the expected standards but in the areas of communication, language and
literacy and in persond, social and emotiona development, a significant minority of pupils will
not reach the expected standard.

There have been good improvements since the last inspection in the quality of the pupils
learning and in the resources that they use for learning. The quality of teaching is consistently
good, with a significant amount of teaching being very good and sometimes excellent. The
class teacher works very closdy with the full-time nursery nurse. They know the children
very well and are using the nationally recommended * Stepping Stones' very carefully to assess
children’s progress and ensure that the work they set is appropriate and challenging. Children
are very motivated learners because the activities that are planned for them are challenging
yet fun. The children have many very good opportunities to learn through practical experience.
This helps them to gain area understanding of new concepts and to practise and consolidate
newly-acquired skills. Asaresult, children regularly experience success and thoroughly enjoy
all aspects of their learning.

Personal, social and emotional development

53.

The children’ s attainment on entry to the school, in this aspect, is below average, with a
significant magjority of boys being well below average. Due to the teacher’s careful planning
and consistently good quality teaching, the children make good progressin developing thelr
personal and socia skills and quickly build up their confidence, so that they benefit from the
wide range of learning experiences planned for them. The children are very well motivated
because of the enthusiastic approach of the Reception class staff, who promote very positive
attitudes to learning in al the children.

The children enjoy their work and the good teaching helps them to develop confidencein
themselves as learners. They are keen to solve problems and to make choices and decisions
about their work. During the inspection the children showed a wide range of levels of
independence. Some are able to listen very carefully to instructions and quickly start their
given tasks, whilst others need further support and encouragement. However, even with these

3 Early learning goals - these are expectations for most children to reach by the end of the foundation stage. They refer mainly
to achievements children make in connection with communication language and literacy; mathematical development; and
personal, social and emotional development; knowledge and understanding of the world; physical and creative development. There
are many goals for each area of learning, for example, in language and literacy pupils should be able to write their own name and
other things such as |abels and begin to write simple sentences. These goals are progressive and called Stepping Stones.
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strategies, some children have weak concentration and do not fully follow the convention of
waiting until it istheir turn to speak. Resources are very easily accessible and most children
observe the clearly emphasised classroom routines for using these.

The children take part in a very good range of exciting learning activities which successfully
promote their personal and socid skills. The mgority of children work well together, sharing
resources sengitively. For example, four children decided to organise a tea-time party in the
play area, each having their allotted tasks. The teacher and nursery nurse provide excellent
role models for the children, showing respect, courtesy and patience in their dealings with the
children and thisis reflected in children, who are becoming increasingly polite, kind, helpful and
considerate of the needs of others. The Reception children’s socia skills benefit significantly
from having some Year 1 pupilsin the class with whom they work for parts of the day. There
are good opportunities for children to learn about their own culture and to develop an
awareness of other cultures. They participate in Christian festivals and are given appropriate
opportunities to learn about the festivals of other cultures, such as Judaism. The teacher
provides children with good opportunities to acquire a sense of awe and wonder at the world
around them. For example, in an art and craft lesson, children were intrigued by the different
textures and colours of the daffodil they were drawing and painting.

Communication, language and literacy

56.

57.

The teaching in this aspect is consistently good and often very good. As aresult, most
children move to Year 1 with attainment that meets the Early Learning Goals. The teacher
and her nursery nurse are very successful in promoting speaking and listening skills: clearly
seen when pupils shared what they had been doing over the week-end. Occasionaly, in some
formal news sharing sessions, some children are allowed to dominate the sessions and
disadvantage their peers. Staff model spoken language well and correct children’s language
when appropriate. In activities, the staff play a crucid role in developing the children’s
confidence in speaking, by responding positively to their contributions. This encourages
children of dl abilitiesto want to join in. The children are making good progress in seeing the
link between a sound and the shape of aletter. Good questioning by the teacher such as, “if
the word was ‘red’” what letter would it have on the front?’ helps children to see these links.
The teacher knows her pupils well and gives appropriate ‘wait’ time for the lower-attaining
children to formulate their answers.

The children’s enthusiasm for reading is encouraged by the text they follow in their literacy
sessions and the class story.  The children understand the terms author and title and become
very excited when they recognise many characters in the pictures of afarytale book. By the
time they leave Reception, most children have satisfactorily developed reading skills, and with
higher-attaining pupils able to use their letter sounds to bresk down simple unknown words.
The technique of children learning to pronounce unknown words by pronouncing each letter in
the word and then ‘ compressing’ these letters to make the sound of the word is particularly
effective for these pupils, who clearly understand the conventions of this technique. Very
good use is made of the children’s home-school reading diaries, which carefully plot pupils
progress through a range of books and in which teachers begin to set short-term targets, as
children’ s reading improves. Many children recognise the mgjority of individua letters and use
these killsin their writing. Most attempt a smple sentence, with higher-achieving children
understanding the convention of a capital letter to begin a sentence and a full stop to end. For
example, one higher-achieving child wrote ‘| went to the shes.” (seaside) as part of hisdiary
work.

M athematical development
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The great mgority of children will achieve the Early Learning Goals in their mathematics
development by the timethey join Year 1. Their attainment at the beginning of the Reception
classis higher in this aspect than in language and literacy and is carefully developed by good
qudlity teaching. The children benefit from taking part in a wide range of free and structured
activities, which continualy build on previous learning. Staff assess children’s ability very
carefully to ensure that work is gppropriately chalenging. High expectations are placed on the
children and every opportunity is taken for them to develop their counting and number
recognition skills. Particularly effective in thiswork is the teacher’s use of her Crazy Crow
puppet who ‘caws' at different speeds, with the children counting the individua ‘caws'.
Children who are accurate are rewarded by a peck from the crow. In this fun atmosphere,
children learn enthusiastically. All children can count up to ten and are beginning to
understand the ordina concept of these numbers. Songs and rhymes reinforce their
understanding. Good use of the children’s own teddy bears help them to understand concepts
such as one more and one less. They know that two-dimensional shapes have different
characteristics and are able to sort these shapes using criteria such as corners and sides.
Carefully planned weighing activities help children to understand concepts such as heavier and
lighter. A significant number of children have a good understanding of smple patterns, clearly
shown in the way they threaded the coloured beads they had made. Higher-achieving children
will achieve the Early Learning Goal's before the end of the year and will be moving on to
Year 1 activities before the end of the Reception year.

Knowledge and under standing of the world

59.

By the end of Reception, children have made good progressin this area and the great majority
will reach the Early Learning Goals. The teaching is consistently good and activities that are
planned successfully promote the skills of enquiry and observation to encourage children to
find out things for themselves. The children investigate objects and materials, through their
regular access to sand, water and play dough and build things together with the good selection
of congtruction kits. They know about features of daffodils, which they help to plant in their
own garden and also draw and paint to make a Mothering Sunday card. Good questioning by
the teacher encourages children to look carefully and leads to high quaity observational
drawing and painting for these cards. The children are building an understanding of the past
through such activities as talking to grandparents who bring in toys from their childhood. The
village is arich resource and children traditionally go out in the summer to look at the different
buildings and other features as part of their environmental project work. The children are
developing good computer skillsin the wide range of programs they use. They aso benefit
from the very good input from afriend of the school who works regularly with individuals and
groups of children.

Physical development

60.

The children make good progress in their physical development and the great majority will
exceed the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Reception year. The teaching in this area
is consistently very good and leads to children moving with confidence and imagination, whilst
understanding the importance of safety. The children show a good awareness of space: such
as when they moved under, over and around a series of linked pieces of apparatus. They
have good balancing skills and show good tension in these movements when working at
different levels. A significant minority of children move with gresat agility on the hall climbing
frame and understand the importance of a‘bent knee’ landing when jumping from such
apparatus. The children’s physical development is aso helped by a good range of play
equipment in their secure area, with severa children learning this year how to ride a bicycle.
The children handle toals, paintbrushes and pencils with increasing control, because thisis well
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emphasised by the staff. As aresult, their fine motor skills are above average as witnessed in
their careful brush work in their paintings.

Creative development

61.

Good teaching hel ps children to achieve the Early Learning Goals in this area. However, the
children’s progress is sometimes hampered because the teacher cannot always see dl
activities taking place in the outside play area. As aresult, opportunities are missed for staff
to reinforce children’s knowledge and understanding at crucia learning moments. A good
range of dressing up clothes, encourages the development of children’srole play, such as
when a boy dressed up asaloca policeman and supervised the children riding their bikes.
The children enjoy singing songs and making music. They have access to a good range of
instruments which they use to accompany songs. Singing is made great fun by the wide range
of songs, both serious and light-hearted. One of the children’s particular favourites Twinkle,
twinkle, chocolate bar, your dad drives a rusty car is sung with great enjoyment. The
children have a good understanding of pitch, which is effectively taught through the use of
repeat phrases. The children benefit from the help of parents who regularly take groups for
food technology sessions.

ENGLISH

62.

Inspection findings show that in the current Y ear 6, stlandards in reading, writing and speaking
and listening are well above average and the pupils make very good progress. This shows an
improvement since the last inspection. At the end of Year 2, standards are above average in
reading and in speaking and listening and average in writing. Standards in writing are not as
high as they were at the time of the last ingpection. Thisis mainly because the school’s
assessment records show that the pupils attainment on entry to the school is lower. Despite
this lower starting point, the pupilsin Years 1 and 2 make good progress overal. However, in
order for standards in writing to improve further, the school should give due consideration to
the introduction of the National Literacy Strategy intervention programmes and the Additiona
Literacy Support materials.

The pupils with specia educational needs aso make good and sometimes very good progress.
This is because their particular needs are identified early and appropriate work and support is
provided for them.

When the pupils enter the Reception/Y ear 1 class, their standards of spesking and listening are
below average. The very good relationships and the secure atmosphere give the pupils
confidence and they quickly learn how to speak out and to share their views and opinions. For
example, when they give explanations as to the best methods of transport for Barnaby Bear to
travel to France. The mgjority of the pupils continue to make good and very good progressin
expressing their thoughts and ideas in a clear and mature way and by the end of Year 2, their
speaking and listening skills are above average. Throughout the junior classes, group and class
discussions are an integral part of many of the lessons and all the teachers encourage the
pupils to support their viewpoints with reasons. As a result, the pupils make very good

progress and by the time they are eleven, they take part in discussions, perform in assembly
and confidently speak out to their peer group during plenary sessions.

By the end of Year 2, most pupils read well. They know many key words and have
appropriate ‘word attack’ skills. In the shared text work in the Literacy Hour, the youngest
pupils enjoy the Big Books and use phonics along with picture and context clues to help with
their understanding of the text. The Year 2 pupils know the difference between fiction and
non-fiction books. They aso understand that an index helps them to find specific information
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67.

and that the glossary provides definitions of the vocabulary that is used. Many of them read
with good expression, showing a good awareness of the mood of the story. By the end of
Year 6, dmost al pupils read fluently and with good expression. They can talk about their
preferences for particular authors and titles, and are able to discuss the books they have read.
They can also recognise different types of punctuation and understand how it assists the
reader. Most of the classes have daily group reading sessions outside of the Literacy Hour
where the pupils read and discuss texts or, in the case of the younger pupils, enjoy listening to
taped stories. This has a positive effect on the standards attained by the pupils. All the pupils
have a reading and homework diary that contains notes and comments and provides a useful
link between home and school. However, their use is inconsistent, being used most effectively
by the pupilsin Years 1 —4.

The pupilsin Year 1 make good progress as they learn to write and spell. They learn letter
sounds and blends and many pupils use this knowledge when trying to spell smple, unfamiliar
words. By the end of Year 2, most pupils are beginning to develop their writing using
interesting vocabulary as they write poems, descriptions, factua accounts and stories.
However, the scrutiny of work reveals opportunities for the pupilsin Years 1-2 to write
independently and at length are sometimes limited. The school acknowledges this and
additiona time has been set aside for extended writing practice. In Years 1 and 2, some of the
best examples of written work are in the pupils journals, where they are writing personal
accounts without the restriction of aworksheet or awriting frame. In Y ears 3 and 4, the pupils
show a good understanding of how language can be used to paint a picture. For example,
when writing a poem about the moon, one pupil describes how it ‘.. .glides and floats through
the air, like alarge plate, white and bare.” By the end of Year 6, the pupils are able to
compare different styles of writing when they contrast the original poem of the Pied Piper of
Hamelin with a modern parody. They show avery good understanding of the different
vocabulary used in the two poems and appreciate the play on words and the humour of the
parody. They write well for arange of purposes and audiences, not only in their literacy
lessons but also in other subjects such as religious education, history, geography, design and
technology and science. For example, in their writing about rivers and waterfalls in geography,
the pupilsin Years 5 and 6 show a good understanding subject specific vocabulary with words
such as ‘meander’, ‘deposit’ and ‘erosion’. As the pupils move through the school, spelling
and punctuation become increasingly more accurate and many of the older pupils make very
good progress in their ability to self correct their work, using dictionaries very effectively. The
pupils with special educational needs are well supported by teachers, the special needs support
teacher and the classroom assistants, and they make good use of prompts and writing frames
as abasis for their writing. The mgjority of the pupils use computers as word processors
satisfactorily and some of the older pupils know how to combine text and graphics to enhance
their writing. However, the use of computers is unsatisfactory and much more needs to be
done to incorporate information and communication technology into Literacy lessons.

The overall qudity of teaching in English is good. In four of the five lessons observed the
teaching was good or very good and there were no unsatisfactory lessons. In al the sessions,
the pupils are quite clear about what it is they are to learn and tasks are organised so that the
groups can work effectively. In the Reception/Y ear 1 class, the teacher used the text skilfully
in order to encourage the less confident readers and to draw attention to the use of full stops
to create a pause and to help with the meaning of the passage. Questions are also well used in
order to move the pupils' thinking forward or to encourage closer observation. For example,
in alesson with the Year 1 and 2 pupils, answers to the questions, ‘How do you know? and
‘“Where would you look? lead the pupilsto use their inferential as well astheir litera
understanding when using an index to find information. In amogt all of the lessons, and
especidly in Years 5 and 6, the pupils respond very well to the deadlines set by the class
teacher. The older pupils work purposefully and are generally well motivated. The teacher’s
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69.

70.

high expectations of success, and the appropriately challenging tasks, result in very good
learning for the majority of the pupils. When the lessons are less successful, it is often because
worksheet activities restrict the pupils' crestivity and alack of chalenge for some of the
higher-attaining pupils has an adverse effect on their pace of learning.

The quality of the marking is variable across the schoal, but it is particularly effective in the
junior classes where written comments invariably include ideas and points for improvement.
With the younger pupils, oral feedback about their work is constructive and they usually know
what they have to do to improve. Assessment procedures are good throughout the school. As
well as the range of statutory and optional tests, the teachers provide a half-yearly profile that
includes individua literacy targets. More systematic and rigorous monitoring of the pupils
progress towards these targets would help to raise standards in the subject further, particularly
in writing.

Planning and teaching in English is based on the Nationa Literacy Strategy supported by
commercially produced materials. The teachers use a common framework when planning for
the Literacy Hour and learning objectives are included at every stage. The co-ordinator and
the headteacher provide good |leadership for the subject, oversee teachers planning and
carefully analyse test results. The information is used to highlight gaps in attainment, such as
the need to improve standards in writing, particularly for some of the middle year groups.
Teaching and learning are monitored regularly by the headteacher who, together with class
teachers, needs to continue to give careful consideration to the way in which the work
progressively meets the wide and varying needs of the mixed age range within each of the
classes.

The school has a good range of books for individual and group reading and the library contains
arange of non-fiction books to support research and topic work. However, the pupils' library
skills are limited and the library itself is small. Consequently, it is underused as a resource for
independent study and research. Overal, the subject makes a good contribution to pupils
spiritual, mord, socia and cultura development.

MATHEMATICS

71

2.

Inspection findings indicate that the overall attainment is above average in Year 2 and well
above averagein Year 6. Thereis no significant difference in the attainment of boys and
girls. Compared to the last ingpection, this attainment is similar in Y ear 2 but shows an
improvement in Year 6. The main reason for the improvement in Year 2 is the higher
proportion of pupils working at the higher levels, compared to last year. The proportion of
pupils working at the higher levelsin Year 6 is very high.

The pupils ability to use and apply their mathematical knowledge and understanding is above
average through the school because of the emphasis on this area in teachers planning and
because this area of their mathematics is aso used in other subjects, such as design and
technology, science and ICT. Pupils of al ages and abilities, including those with special
educationa needs, make good progress as they move through the school and achieve their full
potential, particularly in Years 5 and 6 where the quality of teaching is consstently very good
and pupils' progress accelerates. The frequent emphasis on practical work helps pupils to
enjoy their mathematics work. Most have positive attitudes towards the subject and this
impacts on the quality of their learning. The National Numeracy Strategy has been well
implemented in al classes and is proving to be effective in promoting pupils mental
mathematics. The teaching of multiplication tables is particularly good, leads to very high
standardsin Years 5 and 6 and has a very positive impact on pupils mental mathematics
work.
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73.

74.

75.

76.

By the end of Year 2, the pupils have a good understanding of number and pattern. This
aspect of the mathematicsis taught well, with pupils having an above average understanding
of place value, clearly seenin a'Year 2 lesson, when pupils investigated the relationship
between odd and even numbers and worked confidently in hundreds, tens and units. The
pupils have a good knowledge of two and three-dimensiona shapes but their knowledge of
reflectional symmetry islesswell developed. Too little useis made of ICT in pupils data
handling and graph work. Thereistoo heavy reliancein Years 1 and 2 on the use of
photocopied worksheets. Whilst most of these are appropriate for the different abilities of
pupilsin the class, there is some evidence that some worksheets are giving more practice in
skills and concepts that are already understood, and this is Slowing the potential progress that
pupils could make. The use of worksheets aso limits the opportunities pupils have to set down
their own work. Indeed, evidence from pupils books shows that the lower-achieving and
specia educational needs pupils generdly have more opportunities for setting down their own
work than their peers. The school’s lack of clear policy for ensuring work is finished, means
that not al pupils have enough opportunities to practise their new learning. As aresullt,
teachers cannot judge the pupils' true level of understanding or confidently set appropriately
challenging follow-up work.

The pupils make good progressin Years 3 and 4 and very good progressin Years 5 and 6,
where the quality of teaching consistently challenges pupils of dl abilities. Teachers provide a
range of red-life dtuations for pupils to practise number skills, using units of money, time and
measure. The pupils are encouraged to explain their methods of working and this helps them
to clarify their thinking and aso develop their mathematical vocabulary. In Years 3 and 4,
pupils knowledge of common two and three-dimensional shapesis secure. Effective teaching
of place vaue skillsin Year 4 through the good use of resources, enables most pupils to work
confidently with fractions, which are closaly linked to pupils work on shape, space and
measure. Opportunities for pupilsin Years 3 and 4 to set down their work are limited, because
of excessive use of worksheets. Only the lower-attaining pupils, who receive extra support
and often do not use worksheets, have appropriate opportunities for planning and setting down
their own work. Thereisno clear correction policy in the Year 3/ 4 class and, as aresult,
pupils are not benefiting from the teacher’s careful marking.

The pupilsin Year 5 make very good progress because the work is particularly well adapted to
the abilities of different pupils and is very carefully marked, with clear ideas from the teacher
about what pupils need to do to improve their work. As aresult, pupils of dl abilities show
clear progress in the systematic development of their mathematica skills. By the end of Year
6, pupils work very hard and produce good amounts of carefully presented work in lessons.
Their understanding of place valueis very good and they have a very good understanding of
addition, multiplication, subtraction and divison, which they use well in their mental
mathematics. They have a very good knowledge of the links between percentages, decimals
and fractions. Pupils understanding of probability, ratio and proportion is well above average.
They use their knowledge of co-ordinates in the four quadrants to plot different two-
dimensiona shapes and their knowledge of graphs and data interpretation is very good and
enhanced through their ICT work.

The teaching of mathematics is good overal but very good in Years 5 and 6 where pupils
make consistently very good progress. Strengths of the teaching are the good use of the
three-part lesson as laid down in the Nationa Numeracy Strategy, good use of questioning to
assess pupils' understanding and effective use of resources to enhance their understanding of
new concepts. Introductory mental sessions are well planned and most are well paced,
prompting pupilsto give fast answers. Occasionally, such asin aYear 4 lesson, pupils over-
enthusiasm to complete their mental ‘bingo’ mathematics card, resulted in false darms for a
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full card, which slowed the pace of this aspect of the lesson. In the best lessons, teachers
pressed the pupils to explain how they had arrived at their answers and then reinterpreted the
pupils responses to ensure that their peers would have a further opportunity to understand the
method used. This strategy is particularly effective in helping pupils clarify their thinking and
demongtrating that there are different, but equally effective ways of solving the same
mathematical problem. Particularly effective is the way that the classroom assistants and
students work with different ability groups of pupils to ensure they can take afull and active
part in lessons.

The co-ordinators lead the development of the subject well. They have worked hard to
introduce the Numeracy Strategy through the school and to provide a satisfactory range of
resources that teachers can use to develop pupils' learning. There is a good analyss of
National Curriculum test results to highlight strengths and weaknesses at the end of Year 2
and Year 6. Thisinformation is generally used successfully to build on strengths and address
weaknesses in future work. However, although targets are set for Year 2 and Y ear 6 pupils,
thereisalack of rigour at present in the way that pupils progress is tracked towards these
targets through each year. The pupils do benefit from half yearly targets, which are set with
their teachers and shared with their parents. Pupils have a good understanding of these
targets, but the marking in their books is not consistently linked to these. The school makes
good use of commercia assessments to judge pupils atainment in each unit of work but the
results of these assessments are not systematically passed to the co-ordinators so that she can
track pupils progress through each year. The headteacher regularly monitors the quality of
teaching and learning in mathematics. Asaresult, teachers strengths and weaknesses are
identified, with staff making good use of appropriate in-service courses to develop their
expertise. A new numeracy governor has been appointed and the planned joint observations
of lessons with the headteacher will give this governor a better understanding of the school’s
strategies for the teaching of the subject. The subject is continualy part of the school
improvement plan and the school isrightly looking at the introduction of a different scheme of
work that will reduce the number of worksheets at present being used through the school and
develop pupils abilities to set down their own work. The subject makes a satisfactory
contribution to pupils spiritual, moral, socia and cultural development overall and a good
contribution to their social development, when they work collaboratively on their mathematics
investigations.

SCIENCE

78.

79.

Evidence from the inspection shows that Y ear 2 pupils, including those with specia

educationa needs, are making satisfactory progress, with attainment that is in line with national
expectations. The overall attainment shows a decline since the last ingpection but much of this
is due to the children’s lower attainment on entry to the school. Year 6 pupils are making very
good progress, with attainment that is well above average and with a significant proportion of
pupils working at the higher level. The pupils present attainment shows an improvement since
the last ingpection, particularly in the proportion of higher-achieving pupils. Throughout the
school there is no significant difference between the attainment of boys and girls.

By the end of Year 2, pupils have a satisfactory understanding of afair test, clearly seenin
their work on forces, that involved rolling vehicles down aramp. They recognise the main
externa parts of the human body but their understanding of the importance of exercise and
hedlthy eating are less well developed. They know that materias have different properties
and how these are chosen for specific uses. They understand that materials can be changed
by bending, squashing, twisting and stretching but weaknesses in their understanding of how
changes can be brought about by hesting and cooling will be addressed next term. Pupils are
developing a good understanding of different forces such as pushing and pulling and relate
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8L

82.

these forces well to every day actions such as riding a bike, pushing a scooter and closing a
door. Pupils understanding of light and sound is less strong than other areas as this has not
been taught this year. Pupils recording of what they have found out has improved
sgnificantly since the beginning of the year, particularly when pupils write without the
restrictions of worksheets. There are good links with art when pupils make good use of
diagrams to show their findings. Some of these, relating to the push forces when riding a
scooter, were of a particularly high quality and showed clearly how the force was acting on
the vehicle.

By the end of Year 6 pupils, including those with special educationa needs, are making very
good progress. Their practical investigation work is of very high quaity and makes very good
use of pupils numeracy, literacy and ICT skills to record their findings. What is particularly
impressive about pupils investigation work is how they plan their own investigation to answer
aquestion, such as “how long does pulse rate take to recover after exercise?’. Pupils work
on life processes and living things is aso of high qudity and linked clearly to pupils own
investigations. Pupils are encouraged to find different ways to record the results of their
investigations. For example, one pupil used high qudity art illustrations to show the findings of
her investigation into ‘what plants need to grow well.” Pupils have a good knowledge of
different soils and how this impacts on plant growth. They have a good working knowledge of
food chains and the interdependence of different species. Their recent work on evaporation
and condensation, showed a very good understanding of reversible and irreversible actions.
They have a clear understanding of the differences between gases, liquids and solids and use
this knowledge well in their investigations. Because of the way the curriculum is planned,
pupils knowledge of the physical processesisless well developed but this aspect will be
covered shortly in after-school booster classes, which all pupils attend. Older pupils are very
enthusiastic about their science work because they enjoy the opportunities to set up
experiments to test out their hypotheses. Their findings are extremely well presented and
benefit from high-class marking by the teacher, which clearly indicates what pupils need to do
to improve their work.

The progress of pupilsin Years 3 and 4 is satisfactory but is restricted by the over-use of
worksheets which does not ensure that pupils of all abilities are suitably challenged. However,
pupils have made good progress in their knowledge of the human body, particularly about the
skeleton and its function, and the work of muscles. They have a good understanding of the
different types of food needed for a balanced diet. They have a satisfactory knowledge of
circuits, but their understanding of light is limited because dl pupilsin the class copy the same
piece of work. This means that the teacher does not have a clear insight into pupils
understanding of their work and how to further develop this understanding. Pupilsin Year 5
cover the same work as Year 6 pupils and make the same very good progress.

Pupils enjoy science and work hard in lessons. Thisis particularly so during practical work,
when pupils become involved and are dlowed to use their scientific knowledge to find out the
answers to questions that they or their teachers pose. Pupils show good collaborative skills
and learn well from each other, and in this way the subject makes a very good contribution to
their socia development. Pupils show a good variety of ways of recording their findings and
the best quality work is when pupils are not restricted by the use of worksheets. Thisis
particularly the casein Years 3 and 4, where worksheets often prevent pupils from writing at
length and make only limited demands on the higher-achieving pupils.

The qudity of teaching is good overdl and this relates to the good overdl progress that pupils
make as they move through the school. Teachers have good subject knowledge and use this
well when planning their work. However, their expectations are not consistently high in the
way that pupils present their work. Teachers marking is variable and, except for Years 5 and
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6, does not clearly indicate to pupils what they need to do to improve. Thereisat present no
clear policy of ensuring pupils complete their work. Pupils with special educational needs are
well supported and achieve appropriately. Teachers make good use of commercia
assessments and pass on the results of these assessments to a pupil’s new teacher. However,
the results of these assessments are not consistently fed to the co-ordinator so that she can
regularly monitor pupils progress to ensure their progressis appropriate. There is good use of
ICT, particularly in Years 5 and 6, to record the results of investigations. Pupilsin Years 3
and 4 make good use of the computer microscope in their work on minibeasts. The subject is
appropriately resourced. National Curriculum test results for Y ear 6 are carefully analysed,
with information being used to identify areas for development which are addressed both in
lessons and in booster groups. The co-ordinator provides good leadership for the subject and
has a good understanding of standards in her subject. However, at present, she does not have
release time from her classroom to observe teaching and learning in the classroom. As such
her expertise is not being used to the full in the development of the subject.

ART AND DESIGN

84.

87.

Although no art lessons were seen during the inspection, judgements from the high quality
displays around the school, work in the pupils sketchbooks and discussions with pupils clearly
demonstrate that by the end of Year 2 and Year 6, standards in art are better than those found
in most schools. This represents an improvement since the last inspection.

Pupils of dl abilities, including those with specia educationa needs make good progress. All
the pupils are encouraged to express themselves through art. They enjoy art activities; they
are proud of their work and talk knowledgeably and enthusiastically about it. Their
achievements are celebrated in well-presented displays that enhance the school hall, the
classrooms and the communa areas. The pupils work in art makes a significant contribution
to their spiritual and cultural development.

The Year 1 pupils use marbling to create a mount for their observationa drawings of daffodils.
These are carefully observed showing attention to detail. The pupils then enhance their
drawings using a colour wash to highlight the flowers. The Y ear 2 pupils show good skill as
they work in pairs, using oil pastels and crayons to produce pictures inspired by Van Gogh's
‘Cornfield’. By thetimethey arein Years 5 and 6 the pupils drawing skills have devel oped
well as they copy pictures of icons in connection with their work in religious education. Their
use of pastels, colour and shading to reproduce the effect of radiance is very successful and
resultsin beautiful, carefully observed drawings.

Throughout the school, the pupils make good progress as they develop their knowledge, skills
and techniques. They are given opportunities to work with visiting artists and to use awide
variety of media and techniques. For example, al pupils have recently worked on a project
initiated by the National Gallery and have produced a range of three dimensional artwork and
modelsinspired by the story of St George. Models using fabric, paper, wire and recycled
materials are of high standard as are the living outdoor scul ptures made from weaving willow.
The pupils work shows effective use of colour, shape and perspective. The older pupils are
beginning to use sketchbooks and these show a good understanding of the techniques of
smudging, shading and pressure. However, sketchbooks are not yet used consistently
throughout the school and, judging from the scrutiny of work, there are fewer opportunities for
the pupils to work with clay and fabric.

From the range of the work seen and from discussions with the pupils, the quality of teaching

in art isgood. The headteacher, who is the co-ordinator, provides speciaist teaching for some
of the classes and his good subject knowledge, enthusiasm and expertise have a significant
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impact on how well the pupils learn and the good standards they achieve. The good links that
are made between art and other subjects also has a positive impact on the pupils' learning.
Work is planned according to the national guidelines and provides for the progressive
development of knowledge and skills. The use of information and communication technology to
support learning in art needs to be much more consistent across the classes. The school does
have some programs to support learning about pattern, shape and colour but these are not used
widely or regularly. The school has good resources for the subject, but due to lack of space,
has difficulties storing pupils ongoing and finished work.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

89.

9L

92.

93.

Pupils attainment has remained in line with national expectations at the end of Year 2 and
Year 6 since the last ingpection. Pupils throughout the school, including those with special
educationa needs, make satisfactory progress in developing appropriate skills and knowledge.
The co-ordinator has worked hard to develop a new scheme of work which has been modified
from the national guidelines. The curriculum for the subject clearly identifies the development
of pupils skills and knowledge as they move through the years and has increased links with
subjects such as science, numeracy and literacy.

By the end of Year 2, pupils make good progress in developing their designing skills. They use
their knowledge from focused tasks to inform their planning and identify the materials that they
will need in the making process. For example, in their planning of a vehicle to carry toy
animals, pupils made very good use of their knowledge of fixed and rotating axles. These
were carefully integrated into their designs, which included exploded diagrams to show both
the side view and the view from underneath. Pupils used their knowledge of different
materials well when designing the chassis and cab of their vehicle. Pupils work on this
particular project was further improved by the good use of pupils ideas and exemplars to
illustrate the range of different possible approaches to the design.

Pupilsin Years 3 to 6 make satisfactory progressin their food technology work. A thorough
investigation by pupilsin Years 3 and 4 into different types of bread and fillings helped them to
design and make a range of sandwiches using wholemeal, bagel, naan and tortilla breads.
Pupils have a good understanding of the importance of hygiene when making fillings and how
the look of a product influences the consumer. There were good links with mathematicsin
this particular topic, when pupils made detailed records and graphs of their peers’ preferences
for different types of sandwich.

By the end of Year 6, pupils have developed satisfactory skillsin al areas of the subject.
They talk enthusiagtically about things they have designed and made and understand how the
subject is giving them useful life skills. They understand the importance of design before the
making process and how evaluation during this process helps to improve the finished product.
Pupils work with a satisfactory range of tools and materials and have a good understanding of
the importance of safety and hygiene. The pupils project on biscuit making was of a
particularly high standard and resulted in a detailed booklet which included links with art,
research using the Internet, numeracy and literacy skills. Due to the two-year rolling
programme of work, there was no physica evidence of pupils work using fabrics to make
dippers or their fairground rides, which showed how their knowledge of different materials
could be combined with their understanding of electrical circuits and motors.

The co-ordinator has worked hard to produce a detailed scheme of work which is based on

the nationa guidelines. Sufficient timeis ‘blocked’ for the subject so that projects run over a
short time span. Thisisagood initiative, which enables pupils to become fully involved in the
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activities and overcomes the problem of storage that al the classrooms have. Teachers plan
projects that involve much collaborative work and, as such, the subject makes a strong
contribution to pupils socia and mora development. The co-ordinator is, at present, on a
management course which is giving her the skills to develop the subject further. Good useis
made of parents who give valuable support to groups of pupilsin the classroom.

Thereis, at present, no assessment in place but teachers evaluate pupils work at the end of
each unit to ensure the objectives of the tasks have been met. The school has no record
keeping system for the subject but the development of aformal system is part of the co-
ordinator’s course. The school has good links with the local supermarket which gives
certificates to the school to award to pupils when they successfully complete their food
technology units. The headteacher monitors teachers' planning carefully and the co-ordinator
works with teachers to help in the planning of individua projects and to ensure they make full
use of the school’s resources. These resources are satisfactory overall and will be further
improved with the new computer software that will enable pupils to control some of their
working models.

GEOGRAPHY

9%,

97.

Standards in geography by the age of seven and eleven are broadly in line with those expected
nationaly and the mgjority of pupils, including those with specia educationa needs make good
progress. Thisisasmilar picture to that found at the time of the previous inspection in 1998.

The pupilsin Years 1 and 2 show their learning about maps with their freehand drawings of
their route to school. They are beginning to have some awareness of distances and map
symbols, such as the representation of the church and houses. They are beginning to learn
geographicd facts and skills by comparing and contrasting the different features of locations
when they study the lives of afamily living in a Mexican village. When talking to the pupils,
they show some awareness of places beyond their own locality but thisis limited. In Years 3
and 4, the pupils consolidate their learning and gain a much better understanding of how
different geographical locations affect the way people live during their study of the village of
Chembakali in India. By Year 6, the mgority of the pupils have a good understanding of how
physical features such as rivers, mountains and valleys are formed. They know and can use a
range of geographical vocabulary such as meander, erosion, deposit and floodplain.

Two geography lessons were seen during the inspection and in one of these the quality of the
teaching was very good. In the other it was satisfactory. These lessons together with the
scrutiny of the pupils work, indicates that the quality of the teaching in geography is good
overdl. A strength in both the lessons seen was the good use of questions which made the
pupils think more deeply. For example in the lesson in Year 3 and 4, the teacher’ s questions
made the pupils consider routines and aspects of their own daily livesin order to compare and
contrast them with those of an Indian family. In both lessons the teachers used the plenary
session very well to share and to reinforce the pupils' learning. In the very good lesson the use
of brainstorming provided a very good strategy for the pupils to recall previous learning about
floods before being extended skilfully to consider the effects of flooding on people' slives. The
majority of the teachers have good geographical knowledge and this has a positive impact on
both teaching and learning. Where the teaching and learning are less effective, it is sometimes
because the worksheet tasks are not fully understood and the restrictions on space for writing
adversely affect the pupils' crestivity.

At the time of the inspection there was no co-ordinator for geography and consequently, there
has been limited monitoring and evaluation of teaching and learning in the subject.
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Nonetheless, the teachers plan well using the national guidelines. The work is organised into a
two-year cycle of topicsto ensure coverage of the required programmes of study. Across the
school, but especidly in the juniors, the teachers use factual and explanatory writing as well as
careful drawings and paintings to make good links between geography, literacy and art.
Resources for the subject are satisfactory and ICT is beginning to be used, for example, to
support the pupils' research on rivers, and in word processing their work on Chembakoali. The
subject is enriched through visits to places of interest and residentid visits, and makes a
sgnificant contribution to the pupils spiritua, mora, socid and cultura development.

HISTORY

90.

100.

101.

102.

103.

No history lessons were seen during the inspection. However, from the scrutiny of work and
displays, and from discussions with pupils and teachers, it can be judged that across the schoal,
levels of attainment in history are in line with those expected nationdly. Pupils, including those
with special educationa needs, are making satisfactory progress,. Thisisasmilar judgement
to that made at the time of the previous ingpection in 1998.

In Years 1 and 2, the pupils folders reved alimited amount of recorded work. This is because
much of the learning involves discussion of the pupils ideas and observations about the past
through the examination of pictures, videos and artefacts. Discussions with the pupils reveal
satisfactory learning and knowledge about the past. For example, the pupilsin Year 2 can use
smple terms about the passing of time and can produce a persona time-line of their lives.
They compare and contrast life in the past with modern living when they learn about the
history of the school and compare toys in the past with those of the present day. When looking
a the display of old toys and talking about them, they begin to show an understanding of the
changes that have taken place over time. Many of the higher-attaining pupils are beginning to
have a sound understanding of sources of evidence and are able to explain some of the ways
in which we find out about the past.

In Years 3 and 4 the pupils learn about life in Tudor times and have produced work of sound
quality. They use their previous learning well to explain the smilarities and differences
between now and then. In Years 5 and 6, the pupils show that they have good research skills
when they use primary and secondary sources in their learning about changes in Chester since
Roman times and Saighton since the school was built in 1867. Their work iswell presented
and shows the pupils good use of arange of sources of evidence to find out about aspects of
life. These include the school logbook and an interview with a past pupil of the school.

From the scrutiny of work the overall quality of teaching in history is judged to be satisfactory.
The quality of recorded work is generally of agood standard and well presented. In the
juniors, the pupils work shows some evidence of personal research but much use is made of
worksheets. Most of the pupils complete the same one and there is limited evidence that the
teachers provide different work for the range of ability within the class. Additionaly, the use
of worksheets frequently restricts the pupils in recording their thoughts, ideas and knowledge
cregtively and independently. The use of information and communication technology to support
work in history is dow to develop and, currently, is not widely or consistently used.

Planning for history is satisfactory. To ensure coverage of al the elements of the history
curriculum, units of work are allocated and work is planned according to a 2-year cycle of
topics. Thereis currently no co-ordinator for history and, as a result, there has been limited
monitoring and evaluation of teaching and learning in the subject. Currently, thereis no
assessment of attainment in history. The pupils work and interest in history is stimulated
through arange of educationa visits and these make a strong contribution to pupils spiritua
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and cultural development. Some pupils have an example of history work in their persona
profiles that they take with them as they move through the school. This gives new teachers
insights into pupils attainment when they first move up to anew class.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

104.

105.

106.

107.

Standards by the end of Year 2 arein line with national expectations but are below national
expectations at the end of Year 6, as pupils are not covering all aspects of the subject in
sufficient depth. Since the last inspection standards in information and communication
technology (ICT) have been maintained in Years 1 and 2 but have declined in Years 3 to 6.
At present ICT isamain focusin the school improvement plan, with al teachers dso
completing their nationa training.

By the end of Year 2 pupils build successfully on their good work in the Reception class and
have successfully acquired basic mouse skills and familiarity with the keyboard. Pupils have
made good progressin using ICT to communicate. They show a good awareness of the
importance of presentation when they word process their work, such as about toys from the
past and present. They understand how to access the Internet and use some Internet
programs to support their work in literacy. They are developing a satisfactory understanding
of how ICT makes things happen, clearly demonstrated when pupils prepared sequences of
commands for the floor robot. Careful planning by the teacher enables pupilsto practise their
number bonds on a numeracy program and makes use of appropriate software to improve

their speling.

By the end of Y ear 6 pupils are attaining standards in line with national expectationsin
communication but, because of a combination of alack of suitable programs and teacher
expertise in certain areas, pupils skills and knowledge of multi-media work, control and
monitoring are below nationa expectations. Pupils use ICT very wdl in their design work;
clearly evident on the front cover of their ICT book. They are confident in the use of data
handling programs and use this information to create graphs of different pulse rates as part of
their science work. Whilst pupils are confident in loading data into these programs, their ability
to question the dataiis limited. Pupils have well-developed word processing skills; clearly
evident in their applications for a monitoring job in the school and in their recipes for a‘ Perfect
Christmas’. Pupils are confident in the use of the Internet and have found information about
rivers and knights to support their work in geography and history. They have also made good
use of CD ROM to find information for their World War 11 project. Pupils make satisfactory
progressin Years 3 and 4 in developing their word processing; they show a good awareness
of audience when choosing different fonts and colours to produce their poems such as The
Spider. Good use is made of the computer to support pupils work in literacy, although pupils
opportunities to use the Internet are limited. Pupils attainment in data handling and control is
bel ow average because teaching does not emphasise these skillswell at present. All pupils
enjoy using computers and work well collaboratively when the opportunities are planned.
Interviews with pupils confirmed inspectors judgements that pupils should use computers
more in their everyday work to give an added dimension to their learning.

The qudlity of teaching is satisfactory in Years 1 and 2 but unsatisfactory in Years 3 to 6,
where teachers do not have the appropriate skills to teach al aspects of the subject. No direct
teaching of ICT was seen and the planned use of computers to support pupils learning during
the inspection was very limited. Asaresult, opportunities for teachers to use computers to
support and extend pupils learning are, a present, being missed. There are some important
areas for development to improve standards in the subject through the school. Teachers, and
particularly those in the top two classes, do not yet have sufficient subject knowledge to teach
all aspects of the subject or to integrate computers effectively into the school curriculum.
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108.

Limited space in the classrooms makes the teaching of computer skills difficult as pupils find it
very hard to see the monitor during whole class teaching sessions. The static siting of the
computersin Years 3 to 6 results in pupils working at inappropriate heights and positions. The
development of pupils' skillsis also hindered because there are different word processing
programs on the school’ s PCs and laptops. The school improvement plan is addressing the
weaknesses in teachers subject knowledge and the lack of programs to ensure that all
aspects of the subject are covered and taught appropriately. The plan to purchase an
interactive whiteboard should help to overcome the present limitations in whole class kills
teaching. Pupils with specid educational needs use arange of speciaist programsto help
develop their basic numeracy and literacy sKills.

At present there is no formal assessment of pupils skills as they move through the school year
and no standardised sheet for the recording of pupils progress. However, a new assessment
and recording document isin place in the Reception and Year 1/ 2 classes, and this will be
extended through the school as part of the subject development plan. The plan to include
pupils ICT work in their individua portfolios will give teachers and the co-ordinator a clear
understanding of how pupils skills are developing through the years and of whether standards
are high enough in al aspects of the subject. The co-ordinator has a clear understanding of
how standards should be raised and pupils computer skills used more effectively to support
their learning in other subjects. At present, the subject makes a satisfactory contribution to
pupils spiritua, mora, socid and cultural development.

MUSIC

100.

110.

111

112,

Only one music lesson was seen during the ingpection and this took place with the Year 5 and
6 pupils. Other music sessions observed were awhole school singing practice and a choir
practice that involved dl of the junior pupils. Nonetheless, from the scrutiny of the co-
ordinator’s subject file, planning documents and discussions with staff and pupilsit is evident
that by the end of Year 2 and Year 6 dl the pupils, including those with specia educationa
needs, make good progress overall. They are provided with a good range of experiences that
enables them to achieve standards that exceed those seen nationally. Thisis an improvement
since the time of the previous inspection.

The school places great emphasis on the teaching and learning of singing and thisis very
successful. Across the school, pupils of al ages and abilities sing well. The choir achieves
successes in severa local music festivals and three of the current Y ear 6 pupils have been
accepted as choristers at Chester Cathedral.

From an early age, amost al of the pupils have very good control of their own voice and they
know and can sing a range of traditional songs. The older pupils are further able to sing in two
parts and to sing rounds in three and four parts. As they move through the classes they learn
pitch through the use of the pentatonic scale and the * sol-fah' sounds and hand signs. Almost
al of the junior pupils can use these to sing a smple melody from sight. The older infant pupils
and amogt dl of the juniors can sustain a rhythm and keep to a beat whilst listening and
singing. When listening to music, the older pupils identify some orchestral instruments and
make comparisons with other types and styles of music heard previously. They respond well
asthey listen to arange of music at the beginning and end of assemblies and this makes a
positive contribution to their spiritua and cultural development.

Inthelessonin Year 5 and 6, pupils made good progress in reading and clapping a syncopated
rhythm from written notation. Severa of them could explain smple compound time and could
recognise it in an example. In the choir practice, many of the junior pupils showed a good
understanding of the difference between loud and soft sounds and some of the older pupils
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113.

114.

115.

116.

could use the correct musical vocabulary of ‘dynamics and the associated ‘ crescendo’ and
‘diminuendo’.

The mgority of the pupils respond well during music and singing lessons but a smal minority of
the older pupils are less well motivated and are reluctant to join in dl the activities. In
discussions with the pupils they expressed the view that their enjoyment of singing was marred
by the amount of time given to it and the formal repertoire of songs.

The overdl quality of the teaching in music is good. The pupils benefit from the speciaist
teaching of singing from the co-ordinator and the additional expertise of an accomplished
pianist who accompanies many of the music sessions. The teacher and the accompanist work
well together and this has a positive impact on the standards achieved by the pupils. Both
teachers use their voice effectively to control the group and to sing instructions and the pupils
respond well to this. In the lesson with the Year 5 and 6 pupils, the teacher used skilful
questioning and good examples to extend their understanding of rhythm and pitch. Her use of
practica demonstration, speaking, clapping and movement helped al the pupils to succeed in
understanding and ‘feeling’ a syncopated rhythm. Her expertise and encouragement aso
gave the pupils confidence and severa of them willingly sang solo phrases in front of their
peer group.

The co-ordinator for music is enthusiastic and dedicated. Her knowledge and expertise make a
significant contribution to the good standards achieved by the pupils. Music lessons are well
planned using a commercia voice-based scheme and the nationa guidelines. The planned
work incorporates the elements of performing, listening, appraising and composing. However,
there is some imbalance in the way these elements are amost exclusively taught through
singing. Consequently, opportunities for the pupils to perform and compose using tuned and
untuned percussion instruments are limited. Visiting specidist teachers provide opportunities
for the pupilsto learn to play the violin, clarinet and the recorder. The pupils musica
experiences are further enriched through music workshops and performances by professional
musicians such as string players and members of the Manchester Camerata.

The school’ s collection of percussion instrumentsis barely adequate. Many of them are old
and in need of replacement and there is a further need to invest in programs and equipment
that will allow the greater use of information and communication technology to support
teaching and learning in music.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

117.

118.

Standards in physical education have been maintained since the last ingpection and are in line
with national expectations at the end of Year 2 and Year 6. Standardsin swimming in Years
3 and 4 are higher than those expected for pupils of asimilar age. Since the last inspection the
school has considerably improved its accommodation for the subject by creating alarge
playground suitable for netball, a new playing field for footbal, athletics and other summer
games, and a hall for gymnastics and dance.

By the end of Year 2, pupils build on the good standards of the Reception class. They make
good use of space and are also fully aware of the potentia dangers of the hall when moving at
speed. Pupils show satisfactory control in their movements, and use thiswell in their rolling
and balancing work. Pupils show good collaborative skills, learning well from each other when
working in pairs and smal groups. Pupils aso benefit from the good use of demonstrations
which they then have opportunities to copy and develop. Pupils ability to evduate the work of
their peersisless well developed.
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120.

121,

Pupilsin Years 3 and 4 make very good progress in their svimming. They work in small
groups, based on ability, and benefit from high qudity teaching which develops their skills well.
In lessons, there is a very good emphasis on the correct body position and strong arm and leg
actions. Asaresult, pupils swim with good style, with higher-achievers showing particularly
good technique in breast stroke, freestyle and back stroke. Teachers work the pupils
particularly hard in lessons with non-stop practices and activities, which successfully develop
the pupils stamina

By the end of Year 6, pupils have a good understanding of the importance of warm-up and the
impact that exercise has on the body. Pupils respond very positively to their set tasks which
they find enjoyable but which aso successfully develop their skills. They have a sound
understanding of tactics in invasion games and realise the importance of marking. Boysin
particular show above average control in stopping and passing a football bal, with higher-
achieving pupils showing very good control with both feet. Good use of exemplars enables
pupils to improve the qudity of their passing skills. Pupils develop good staminain lessons
because of the good emphasis on sustained movement.

The quality of teaching is good overal and has improved since the last inspection. Teachers
have benefited from atraining initiative which has improved their subject knowledge and
confidence. There have also been improvements in resources, which teachers use well to
chalenge pupilsin lessons. Pupils of al abilities, including those with specia educational
needs, are fully included in lessons and those requiring extra help are well supported by the
teachers and their peers so that they can play afull part in al activities. The curriculum is
now good, is based on the nationa guidelines and is extended by avery good range of extra-
curricular activities, such as cricket, football, netball, rounders and rugby. Pupils also benefit
from the expertise of parents who lead some of these out of school clubs. The school makes
good use of the skills of the co-ordinator to work alongside teachers. Apart from swimming,
there is no formal recording of the development of pupils skills. The subject makes avery
good contribution to pupils mord and socia development.
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