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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

The schoal is Stuated in the village of Newton with Scales, not far from the town of Preston. There
are currently two hundred and sixty pupils on roll between the ages of three and eeven, including
thirty-three children who attend the nursery class on a part-time bass. Almost al pupils are of white
ethnicity, and the school has no pupils for whom English is an additiond language. Eleven pupils are
known to be dligible for free school medls. This represents 5% of the school population and is well
below the national average. Twenty-six pupils are on the school’ s specia educationa needs
register. This represents 10% of the school population and iswell below the nationa average. The
school has two pupils with statements of specia educational needs. Children’s attainment when they
join the nursery classis above average overdl.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Overdl the school provides a satisfactory qudity of education for dl infant and junior pupils, and a
good quality of education for nursery and reception children. The school has some significant
grengthsin its work, but there are aso some shortcomings which are adversdy affecting pupils
progress and attainment. By the end of Year 2 and Y ear 6, pupils attain standards that are well
above nationd expectations in English, mathematics and science. Pupils of al abilities make good
progress in these subjects. Pupils do not however make enough progressin art and design, design
and technology, history and geography, and standards in these subjects are below national
expectations. Teaching is good throughout the school, and many very good examples were seen
during the ingpection. Pupils have very good attitudes to work which impact pogtively on their
progress and attainment. The school iswell managed on adaily basis by the headteacher and
deputy headteacher, and staff are committed to meeting the needs of individua pupils. However,
there are some weaknesses in the way in which strategic decisions about the school’ s long-term
development are reached. Relationships amongst staff, and between the staff and the senior
management team are rained, and this is adversdly affecting the school’ s cgpacity to move
forward. The school gives satisfactory vaue for money.

What the school doeswdll

By theend of Year 2 and Y ear 6, pupils attain standards that are well above the expected leve
in English, mathematics and science. They aitain good standardsin their work in information
and communication technology. Pupils of dl abilities make good progress in these subjects.

The provison for the children in the nursery and reception classesis very good and enables
children of dl abilities to make good progress in each of the areas of learning.

The overdl qudity of teaching and learning is good throughout the schoal. It isvery good in
English, mathematics and science.

Pupils of al ages have very good attitudes to work, and their behaviour is very good.
Rel ationships between teachers and pupils, and amongst pupils, are very good.
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What could beimproved

Pupils attainment in art and design, design and technology, geography and history is below
national expectations. Pupils do not make enough progress in these subjects.

The governing body is not sufficiently proactive in finding out about the school’ s life and work,
and is not involved enough in the strategic planning of the schooal.

The monitoring role of curriculum co-ordinators is insufficiently developed, epecidly in subjects
other than English and mathematics.

Reationships within the staff, and between the staff and the senior management team, need to
be improved so that the school can continue to move forward.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors' action plan.
HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school was last inspected in May 1998, and has fully addressed the issues identified. The
overdl rate of improvement since that time is satisfactory. Although good progress has been made
in ralsng standards in English, mathematics and science, especidly a the end of Year 6, tandardsin
art and design, design and technology, geography and history have declined since the time of the last
ingpection. The qudity of teaching hasimproved overdl, and thisis most noticegble in English,
mathematics and science where teaching is now very good. Not enough progress has been made in
developing the curriculum for infant and junior pupils, and they do not experience a sufficiently broad
range of learning opportunities. The provision for the nursery and reception children continues to be
adrength. Good progress has been made in devel oping assessment procedures in English and
mathematics, but the school has not yet implemented effective assessment procedures to monitor
and track pupils atainment and progressin other subjects. Relationships amongst taff and
between the senior management team and staff are unsatisfactory, and staff are not pulling together
inthe same direction. This Stuation is having an adverse impact on school development, and needs
to be urgently addressed so that the school can continue to move forward.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils at the end of Y ear 6 based on average point
scoresin Nationa Curriculum tests.

compared with
Performancein: all schools similar Key
schools
1999 2000 2001 2001
English B A B D well dboveaverage A
above average B
mathematics D D A B average ¢
below average D
sience C C A A well bdow average E
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The table shows that on the basis of the 2001 end of Key Stage 2 nationd test results, the pupils
attainment is above the nationd average in English, and well above the nationd average in science
and mathematics. In comparison with Smilar schools, the pupils  attainment is below averagein
English, above average in mathematics and well above average in science. Standardsin English
have been reasonably consistent over the past few years, but standards in mathematics and science
rose sgnificantly in 2001, and for the firgt time in three years were better than those in English. The
improvement in standards in mathematics and science is due to the concerted effort of saff, more
accurate assessment and improved teaching. The ingpection findings indicate that pupils attainment
at theend of Year 6 iswell above the expected level in English, mathematics and science. The
school sets gppropriately chdlenging targets in English and mathematics.

The 2001 end of Key Stage 1 nationd test results show that pupils attainment is well above the
nationa average in reading, writing, and mathematics. In comparison with amilar schools, pupils
attainment is above average in reading, and well above average in writing and mathematics.
Standards have been consstently high across dl three areas for the past three years. Teacher
assessments show that the pupils’ attainment in science is well above average. The ingpection
findings indicate that pupils attainment at the end of Year 2 iswell above average in English,
meathematics and science.

Standards in art and design, design and technology, history and geography are below the expected
levd at theend of Year 2 and Year 6, and have declined since the time of the last inspection. The
curriculum is too narrow, and pupils do not have enough opportunities to systematicaly acquire the
necessary sKills, knowledge and understanding in these subjects. Standards in information and
communication technology have been maintained since the last ingpection & the end of Year 2 and
Year 6, and are above the expected levd.

By the end of the Foundation Stage, the vast mgority of children attain the Early Learning Goasin
each of the Six areas of learning, which are communication, language and literacy, knowledge and
undergtanding of the world, mathematica, physicd, cregtive development, and persond, socid and
emotional development. Children make good progress.

Pupils of dl gbilitiesin the infant and junior classes make good progressin English, mathemdtics,
science and information and communication technology. Good support for pupils with specid
educationa needs enables them to make good progress towards their individual targets. Higher
ataining pupils are fully chalenged, and additiona support for these pupilsin Year 6 enables them to
fully achieve their potentid. Pupils do not make enough progressin art and design, design and
technology, history and geography, and do not achieve the standards of which they are capable.
Thereis no sgnificant difference in the progress and attainment of boys and girls.
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PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Very good. Pupilsof al ages have very positive attitudes to school.
They concentrate well, have high levels of moativation, and take afull
and active part in dl activities.

Behaviour, inand out of | Very good. Pupils behaviour is very good both in and around the
classrooms school. Pupils are polite, helpful and friendly, and are keen to talk
about their work.

Persond devel opment Very good. Reationships amongst pupils and between pupils and
and relationships daff are very good. Pupils show good levels of independencein their
learning, but even more could be done to involve pupilsin decisons
about aspects of the life of the school.

Attendance Very good. Well above the nationd average.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupilsin: Nursery and Reception Yearsl-2 Years3—-6

Qudlity of teaching Good Good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

The qudity of teaching and learning is good throughout the school. The teaching of the childrenin
the nursery and reception classes has many very good fegtures. There is often avery good baance
between activities that the children select and organise themsalves, and those that are directed by
adults. Independent learning skills are often effectively promoted, dthough there are times when
there is too much adult intervention, and this reduces the opportunities for children to make thair
own choices and decisons. Classroom displays of the children’swork are very bright and colourful
and help to creste a imulating learning environment.

In the infant and junior classes, the teaching is very good in English, mathematics and science.
Lessons generally move at agood pace, pupils of dl ages and ahilities are fully challenged by the st
tasks, and resources are used well to enhance the pupils learning. There are times however when
the literacy and numeracy sessions are too long, and pupils begin to |ose concentration.
Relationships between pupils and teachers and other adults are very good, and this means that pupils
are confident about sharing their ideas, and making suggestions. Good opportunities are provided
for the pupilsto carry out investigative work in mathematics and science, especidly in the junior
classes, and these activities capture the pupils interest, and provide very good levels of challenge for
pupils across the ability range.

The teaching of information and communication technology is good throughout the school. Pupils
have good opportunities to learn and practise new skillsin the computer suite, which they are then
encouraged to use in their work in other subjects. The teaching of art and design, design and
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technology, history and geography is satisfactory, but could be much better. Not enough timeis
given to these subjects, and as aresult the National Curriculum programmes of sudy are not

covered in enough depth.

Teachers and classroom assstants effectively meet the needs of pupils who have specid educationa
needs, and do S0 in asengtive and unobtrusive manner. Likewise, higher attaining pupilsin Yesar 6
receive good levels of additiona support in English and mathematics to enable them to reach their

full potentia.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The qudity and range of The curriculum for the nursery and reception childrenis very good and
the curriculum fully reflects the nationa guidance for this age group. The curriculum

for infant and junior pupilsis unsatisfactory. Too much timeisgivento
English and mathemétics, and not enough timeis given to the other
subjects of the Nationd Curriculum.

Provison for pupils with
specid educationd needs

Good. Pupilswith specid educationa needs receive good levels of
support from their teachers and classroom assistants, and make good
progress towards their individua targets. Pupils with specia
educationa needs are fully integrated into al aspects of the school’s
life and work.

Provison for pupils
persond, including
Spiritud, mord, socid and
cultura development

Good. The school makes good provision for pupils persond,
spiritua, morad, socid and cultural development.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

Weél. The school provides high levels of pastora care for dl pupils,
and their well-being, health and happiness are the shared concern of
gaff and governors. Good child protection procedures are in place.
Good assessment procedures are in place to enable staff to track and
monitor the pupilS progress and attainment in English, mathematics
and science, but the school does not yet have appropriate assessment
procedures in place for other subjects. The policy for racid equdity is
dill in draft form, but in practice there is no discrimination of any kind
in the schoal.
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HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and Satisfactory overal. The day-to-day management of the school by the
management by the headteacher and deputy headteacher is good, and there has been a
headteacher and other | good improvement in sandards in English, mathematics and science
key deff sncethelast inspection. However, thereisalack of team spirit

amongst the staff that has not been identified and addressed by the
senior management team, and this adversdly affects the school’s
cgpacity for moving forward on shared projects. The monitoring role of
some co-ordinators is underdevel oped.

How well the governors
fulfil their respongibilities

Unsatisfactory. The governing body provides good levels of support on
apastord bass, and ensures that statutory duties are fulfilled. However,
governors are not sufficiently involved in strategic planning, or in
monitoring the life and work of the school. The governing body does
not consstently gpply the principles of best vaue when making mgor
decisons.

The school’ s evauation
of its performance

Satisfactory. The school makes good use of assessment data to monitor
gandardsin English and mathematics, but there is not enough rigorous
evauation of other aspects of the school’ swork.

The drategic use of
resources

Satisfactory. The school manages its resources well on a day-to-day
bag's, but not enough thought is given to the long-term strategic use of
resources such as staff and buildings.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most

What parentswould like to see improved

The vast mgjority of parents are pleased with
the progress their children make and the
standards they achieve.

Parents are pleased with the standard of
behaviour in the school and agree that the
school promotes positive values and attitudes.

Parents agree that the quaity of teaching is
good and that the school iswell led and

managed.

Some parents would like more informeation
about their children’s progress.

Some parents are unhappy about the leve,
amount and frequency of homework.

A smdl number of parents think that the
school does not work sufficiently closdy
with them.

A smdl number of parents do not think the
school iswell led and managed.

Most parents agree that the school provides a
good and interesting range of extra-curricular
activities.

Parents are warmly welcomed into the school

and fed that they can approach the staff and
the headteacher with their concerns.
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The vast mgjority of parents who attended the pre-inspection meeting, and who returned
guestionnaires, are pleased with the standard of education the school provides and the progress their
children make. The inspection findings support the parents positive views of the school, and
indicate that homework is satisfactory in terms of level, amount and frequency. Reports about
children’s progress provide a satisfactory level of detall, but vary in quaity from classto class, and
could be more informative in some cases. The ingpection findings indicate that parents receive
appropriate information about forthcoming events, but that they would benefit from receiving more
information about the curriculum. 1t is difficult to comment on the parents' concerns about the
qudlity of leadership and management, and the fact that some parents do not think that the school
works sufficiently closdy with them, asit is not clear what the nature of their concernsis. However,
the ingpection findings indicate that the school amsto work closdly with parents, and is keen to
respond to the parents’ negative views and to seek ways of establishing even better lines of
communication.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

WHAT THE SCHOOL DOESWELL

By theend of Year 2 and Year 6, pupilsattain standardsthat are well above the expected
level in English, mathematics and science. They attain good standardsin their work in
information and communication technology. Pupils of all abilities make good progressin
these subjects.

1

The ingpection findings indicate that pupils attainment at the end of Year 2 and Year 6 iswell
above nationd expectations in English, mathematics and science. For the last three years,
sandards &t the end of Y ear 2 have been consstently well above the nationd average on the
bass of the nationd test results in reading, writing and mathematics. In the junior classes,
sandards have improved over the last few years, especidly in mathematics and science. This
improvement is due to better teaching, and more effective use of assessment information to
identify sirengths and weaknesses in teaching and learning.

Pupils throughout the school often have very good spesking and listening skills, and there are
many very good opportunities for them to talk to one another in pairs and smal groups, and to
take part in whole-class discussons. Pupils of al ages and abilities ligen well to thelr

teachers, and this enables them to follow instructions and requests quickly and accurately.
Pupilsin the infant and junior classes have a good vocabulary, which helps them to explain
their ideas clearly and succinctly. Teachers are very effective in the way in which they
develop the pupils subject specific vocabulary, by providing good role models in their own
use of vocabulary, and by encouraging pupils to use new vocabulary in discussions. During
the ingpection, a very good example of this was seen in ajunior science lesson when pupils
were describing how they might separate a mixture of solids. Although some of the pupils did
not dways use the correct word, they were keen to try to explain their ideas scientificaly, and
learned very wdl from their mistakes, which were gently picked up by the teacher. From an
early age, pupils are encouraged to show respect for the ideas of others, and they do thiswell.
They listen carefully to the contributions of their classmates, and observe the socid
conventions when joining in an ongoing conversation. Pupils have high leves of confidence,
which are congtantly reinforced by their teachers, and they are keen to speak in front of large
groups of other pupils and adults, secure in the knowledge thet their views will be vaued.

Reading is taught well throughout the school, and pupils have access to a good range of
books, both a home and a school. Basic skills of reading are very wdll taught in the infant
classes, and pupils quickly learn how to decode unfamiliar and long words by bresking them
up into smaller and more manageable pieces. Pupils practise regularly in school, and most
children are well supported in their reading by their parents or carers. Good support for
pupils who have specid educationd needs, ensures that they receive additiona help with their
reading which enables them to make smilar progressto their classmates. Higher atainers are
appropriately stretched by the books they choose, and by the questions their teachers ask
them about the characters, the plot and the outcomes. By the end of Year 6, many pupils
have ared love of literature, and a wide experience of reading different styles and genres.
Higher atainers are encouraged to read ‘ between the lines , and are skilled in the higher order
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skills of skimming and scanning, which engble them to carry out research in ahighly effective
manner. Pupilsof al abilities accurately describe the main charactersin the books they are
reading, and are confident about predicting the possible outcomes of stories. Through their
work in literacy sessions, Y ear 6 pupils have had good experience of reading avariety of
poems, and extracts of play scripts, such aswhen they studied Twelfth Night, by William
Shakespeare. By the end of Year 6, most pupils read aloud with good levels of expression,
and vary their voices to bring the different charactersto life. Pupils very good reading skills
have avery positive impact on their overal progress and attainment, and enable them to
access and retrieve information quickly.

Standards of writing are very good across the school, and there are some good examples of
pupils using their writing skills to support their work in other subjects. By theend of Year 2,
pupils sequence their ideasin alogica manner, and their work iswell structured. Pupils write
inavariety of syles, including stories, reports, lists, and accounts, and the mgjority spell
words accurately and consstently. Pupils successfully transfer their knowledge of grammar
when they write, and most make good use of punctuation. Higher attaining pupils successfully
use speech marks and exclamation marks in their writing, and produce extended pieces,
developing their ideas carefully and systematicaly. Pupils of al ages and ahilities benefit from
regular opportunities to practise their writing skills, and from the very good teaching they
receive in terms of basic writing skills. Pupils make particularly good progress in writing as
they move through the junior dlasses, and some of the writing of the higher attaining pupilsis
extremely impressve. For example, having studied Twel fth Night, pupils have written about
the characters from their own point of view, and as an extension of this, have then written
about characters from the point of view of another character in the play. Some of thiswriting
isexcdlent, and very successfully demongtrates the pupils skill in writing, and dso ther
understanding of the characters of the play. A very strong feature of the teaching of writing,
which has a very positive impact on the standards pupils achieve, is the way in which teachers
link grammar exercises to writing tasks, thereby providing a meaningful context for pupils
writing. For example, prior to writing a persuasive piece about corpora punishment, pupils
were reminded about the function of ‘ persuasive connectives. The pupils then used these
words as useful devices around which to build their own writing. Pupils of al gbilities produce
good amounts of written work in the available time, and are skilled in planning their work, and
organising their ideasin alogica manner.

Infant pupils get a very good grounding in the basic skills of mathematics, which ensuresa
very firm bass on which to build. Inlessons, introductory menta mathematics sessons are
very well organised, pacy, and challenging, and teachers use questioning very well to ensure
that the needs of dl ages and abilitiesare fully met. Pupils are encouraged to explain how they
arived a their answers, and this helps them to clarify their ideas, and provides additiona
modeds for the lower ataining pupilsto congder. Higher ataning pupils have immediate recal
of number facts up to and sometimes beyond 20 and this hel ps them to make quick and
accurate cdculations, whilst lower atainers use mathematica resources very effectively to
help them with their work. Pupils are encouraged to consider the reasonableness of their
answers, and higher attainers are sarting to make generdisations which help them inthis. For
example, during the ingpection, Y ear 2 pupils who were dividing counters equadly into two
groups, redised that if they selected an odd number of counters, there would dways be a
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‘remainder’. The pupils &bility to solve word problemsis good, and is enhanced by their
very good reading skills, which enable them to understand quickly what is being asked of
them. Most pupils have avery secure grasp of al aspects of shape, space and measure, and
are particularly confident when describing the properties of two and three-dimensiona shapes.
By theend of Year 2, pupils overall atainment iswell above nationa expectations across dl
agpects of the mathematics curriculum.

Asthey move through the junior classes, pupils make good and steady progressin
mathematics and by the end of the key stage, their attainment iswell above the expected levd.
Pupils continue to devel op their understanding and knowledge of number, and become much
more skilled in checking the reasonableness of their answers, often using the inverse operation
to do this. They quickly and confidently change fractions to percentages and decimals, and
have avery good understanding of place value. Pupils continue to develop their mentd agility,
and redise the vaue of having immediate recdl of multiplication facts. Their written
caculaions are systematically presented, showing the various processes pupils have gone
through to arrive at their answers. By the end of Y ear 6, pupils have a good mathematical
vocabulary which enables them to process written problems with ease, and to express their
ideas clearly. Pupils enjoy the chalenge of investigative work, and tackle problems
methodicaly. They are not afraid to try avariety of approaches, and higher atainers are
particularly systematic in the way in which they organise and test their ideas. Pupils benefit
from good teaching and have very postive attitudes to learning. They work very hard and
produce good amounts of work in lessons. The learning of the lower attaining pupilsis further
enhanced by additional support through ‘booster’ classes, and higher attaining pupils are
chdlenged by ‘extenson’ classes which fully extend their learning. Good amounts of regular
homework complement classwork and extend and consolidate the pupils learning.

By the end of Year 2, pupils attainment in science iswell above the expected level. Pupils of
al abilities make good progress as they move through the key stage, and benefit from very
good teaching and good coverage of the Nationd Curriculum programmes of study. Pupils of
al abilities have a very secure understanding of the notion of afair test, and they make
sengble predictions which draw on their previous learning and experiences. Pupils carry out a
range of investigate work which helps them to develop skills of observation and scientific
enquiry, and motivates them in their learning. Pupils are encouraged to reflect on their work,
and to draw condusions which reconcile the outcomes of an investigation with their initia
hypotheses. Higher attaining pupils do this very well. There are many very good
opportunities for the pupils to use and practise their literacy skills as they record their
observations and report their findings. Most pupils have very well devel oped observation
skills, and they notice agood amount of detail. Very good opportunities for the pupilsto
carry out fieldwork activities, such as when they looked at the habitats of mini-beasts, and
took part in a nature walk, bring the subject to life for the pupils, help to capture their interest,
and provide good opportunities for them to observe carefully and accurately.

Pupils of dl abilities make good progress in science as they move through the junior classes,
and by theend of Year 6, attain tandards that are well above the expected level. Most
pupils have avery comprehensve scientific vocabulary which they use well in discussion, and
when writing about the investigations and experiments they have carried out. Pupils have a
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10.

very secure grasp of the notion of fair testing, and are very competent when setting up and
carying out investigations. Pupils benefit from many opportunities to set up their own
investigations, and where the teaching is particularly effective, pupils are given very good
opportunities to make choices and decisons, to organise their own learning, and to pursue
their own lines of enquiry. Some very good examples of this were seen during the ingpection.
InaYear 3/Year 4 lesson, pupils were given the task of separating different solids, and were
ingtructed to choose different Szed Seves and colanders or to find their own ways of
separating the mixtures. Likewise, inaYear 4/Y ear 5 lesson, pupils were given samples of
s0il, and magnifying lenses, and asked to find out the ‘recipe’ for soil. In both cases, the
pupils approached the activities with high levels of enthusasm and worked diligently and
sysemdticaly, carefully recording their ideas and observations. Junior pupils have avery
good scientific knowledge, and are successful in using and gpplying their existing knowledge
and undergtanding to new Stuations. Asin theinfant classes, there are very good
opportunities for the pupilsto use therr literacy skillsin ameaningful context, and additiondly,
there are some excellent opportunities for pupils to use information and communication
technology, such as light, temperature and sound sensors, to support and enhance their
learning.

Standards in information and communication technology are good at the end of Year 2 and
Year 6, asthey were at the time of the last ingpection. Throughout the school, pupils make
good use of word-processing programs to support their work in English, and in subjects such
as science, history and geography. By the end of Year 2, pupils have good mouse control,
and confidently open and close programs, and save and print their work. They use avariety
of graphics programs as part of their art and design work, and aso to enliven their word-
processed pieces. Asthey move through the junior classes, pupils gain further experience of
using word-processing and graphics programs, and produce good quality pieces of writing
which are attractively enhanced by borders and pictures. Junior pupils learn how to complete
Spreadshests, such as the one completed by Year 3/Y ear 4 pupils showing the relationship
between time and length, and the one completed by Year 5 pupils showing their plansfor a
party. Pupilsregularly gather and record data, and are skilled in interrogating databases to
retrieve information. They use the Internet with confidence for researching information, and
are confident about the process of dectronic mail. A particular strength of the pupils
learning, is their understanding and knowledge of how computers can be used to control
externd events. For example, during the ingpection, Y ear 6 pupils were continuing their work
relating to the * control” dement of the information and communication technology curriculum,
and were writing short programs to ingruct the lights in alighthouse to go on and off in
sequence. Although some pupils struggled alittle, a surprisng number of pupils achieved
extremely high sandardsin this activity. Very good opportunities are provided for the junior
pupils to use sensors in their science work, and again, these opportunities are invaugble in
helping pupils to understand how technology can be used to monitor externd events.

Standards in English, mathematics, stience and information and communication technology are
enhanced by the pupils very postive attitudes to work, and their very good behaviour in
lessons. Teaching is often very good in these subjects, and ensures that pupils of dl abilities
make good progress. The leadership and management of English, mathematics, science and
information and communication technology are good, and careful monitoring of sandardsin
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English and mathematics especidly has helped to drive sandards up over recent yearsin the
junior dlasses. The school provides equaly wel for pupils of dl abilities, and offers good
levels of support for those pupils who have specid educational needs, and additional challenge
for the higher ataining pupils. Thereis no sgnificant difference between the performance of
boys and girls.

The provision for the children in the nursery and reception classesisvery good, and
enables children of all abilitiesto make good progressin each of the areas of learning.

11

13.

14.

The school caters very well for the children in the Foundation Stage. Nursery and reception
children take part in awide range of exciting and stimulating activities that successfully
advance their learning. Children of dl abilities make good progress, and by the end of the
Reception year, achieve the Early Learning Goas in each of the areas of learning -
(Communication, language and literacy, knowledge and understanding of the world,
mathematical, physical, creetive development, and persond, socia and emotiona
development).

Thereis often avery good balance between activities that are selected and organised by the
children themselves, and those that are directed by an adult. Regular opportunities for the
children to make choices and decisions about aspects of their learning successfully promote
independent learning skills, and engender a sense of confidence amongst the children.
Teachers organise their classes well, and ensure that there are regular opportunities for the
children to work individudly, in pairs and smal groups, and as part of awhole class group.
Classrooms are bright and cheerful, and the children’swork is attractively displayed to creste
apurposeful and simulating learning environment. Resources are carefully labelled and are
eadly accessible to the children.

Speaking and ligening skills are very effectively promoted by adults, asthey engagein
conversation with the children about their work. For example, during the inspection, three
children animatedly talked about the models they were making with smal congtruction bricks.
Their spesking skills were skilfully advanced as they were encouraged to focus on the smaller
component parts of their vehicles and to discuss the ways in which the models moved.
Regular whole-class stories provide very good opportunities for the childrento ligen asa
large group, and to take part in discussion sessions. Role-play areas provide a meaningful
context for the children to practise their language and mathematicd skills. For example, in the
nursery ‘market-gtdl’, the children make shopping lists, usng marks effectively to denote
words and letters. In the reception ‘camp-sSite’, children ‘read’ destination cards, and talk
with good levels of understanding about the places they might vist.

The reception and nursery gaff are particularly effective in the way in which they build upon
the children’ s knowledge and understanding of the world in which they live. Recently the
reception children have been studying polar bears and pandas, and they talk excitedly about
where these animals live, what they eat, and the higher ataining children are beginning to see
how animals adapt to their habitats.
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15.

16.

The ongoing promotion of the children’s persond, socid and emationd skillsisapriority in
the nursery and reception classes. Teachers and other adults with whom the children come
into regular contact, give condstent messages to the children in terms of their behaviour and
work routines, and this unified gpproach helps the children to have a clear understanding of
what is expected of them. The vast mgority of children have very good levels of confidence
and enjoy coming to school. Children work well with one another, and by the end of the
Foundation Stage have very good socid skills. Activities such as ‘snack-time are insrumental
in helping the children to co-operate, as they pass drinks around, or share fruit, and the
children often spontaneoudy engage in conversation with one another.

The very good provison in the nursery and reception classes has been successfully maintained
and gtrengthened since the last ingpection, and ensures a very good start to the children’s
educetion, and prepares them well for their transfer to the infant classes.

The quality of teaching and learning is good throughout the school. It isvery good in
English, mathematics and science.

17.

18.

19.

The qudlity of teaching and learning is good overal. During the ingpection, the teaching was
very good in 53% of the 15 lessons seen, good in 33% of lessons, and satisfactory in 13% of
lessons. Very good teaching was seen in dl key stages.

The qudity of teaching and learning in English, mathematics and science is very good overdl,
and makes a gnificant contribution to the high standards pupils attain and the good progress
they make. Information and communication technology is used well to support pupils
learning, and most teachers plan good opportunities for pupils to use and apply their literacy
and numeracy skillsin their work in other subjects. This means that the pupils have good
opportunities to practise these skills in meaningful contexts, such as when writing factud
accounts in history or taking repeated measurements in science. Teachers planning is
thorough and this leads to well-paced |essons which have a clear purpose that is often shared
with the pupils. Literacy and numeracy lessons have been regularly monitored by the
headteacher and co-ordinators over the past few years, and this has led to a good
improvement in the qudity of teaching in these aress.

In the infant and junior dlasses, a particular strength of teaching is the way in which many
activities are carefully matched to the different levels of age and ability in the dass, so that dl
pupils can achieve their potentid. For example, during aYear 1/Y ear 2 mathematics lesson
seen during the ingpection, al pupils were asked to write ‘ number sentences about the same
given number, but Year 1 pupils were asked to use the operation of addition in their ‘sums,,
and Year 2 pupils were asked to use multiplication. This strategy was not only very
successful in meeting the needs of the two age groups, but aso enabled the higher ataining
Year 1 pupilsto be stretched asthey listened to some of the Year 2 suggestions. Teachers
are d o very effective in the way in which they use open-ended problem-solving activities,
which have many different gpproaches and outcomes, to challenge dl pupils at an appropriate
level. This gpproach was seen severd times during the inspection, especialy in mathematics
and science, where pupils chose their own methods of working and recording. Often teachers
are very subtle in the way in which they meet the pupils' individua needs, and this means thet
lower attaining pupils do not fed in any way inferior to the more able pupils. For example, in
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20.

AR

23.

aYear 1/Year 2 geography lesson seen during the ingpection, the activity of planning transport
to and from different locations seemed t first glance to be the same for al ability groups.
However, the Size of maps and globes the pupils were using were in different scales, the
places were more difficult to locate for some groups, and the wording on the work cards took
further account of the varying levels of ability.

Discussions at the sart and end of lessons are often used very well to help pupilsto recal
their previous learning, and to provide opportunities for them to consider the extent of any
new learning that has taken place. Teachers are very skilled in using questions during
discussion sessions, both to probe the pupils understanding, and to extend their learning.
Teachers often effectively vary the level of questions to meet the particular needs of individud
pupils, and where the teaching is a its best, teachers give the pupils some vauable * thinking’
time. Thisisespecidly hepful for the lower ataining pupils who can often come up with the
correct answer, or make a pertinent suggestion, but need a little more time to formulate their
idess.

A notable strength of teaching in Year 5 and Year 6 isthe excdlent qudity of marking.
Marking isat its best in English and science. Pupils are given excdlent guidance on how they
might improve their work further, and fulsome, but justifiable praise encourages them to
maintain very high standards in their work. 1n most classes, teachers provide good ongoing
encouragement to pupils through dialogue with the pupils whilst they are working. This
practiceis effective, and pupils are keen to take on board suggestions for improvement.

Teachers are very effective in managing the pupils, and have extremely high expectations of
achievement and behaviour to which the pupils respond well. Classroom organisation is
generdly effective, and thereis a good combination of whole-class activities, and smadl group
andindividud activitieswhich are very effective in promoting independent learning skills.
Pupils are very confident about taking responsihbility for agpects of their learning, and pupils of
al abilities make good progress in acquiring and refining skills of independent learning as they
move through the school. This ongoing devel opment of independent learning skills means that
older junior pupils are very well prepared for their transfer to high school, and are keen and
confident about making decisons about their work.

The qudity of pupils learning isgood overdl, and it is very good in English, mathematics and
science. The vast mgority of pupils have very postive atitudesto learning, and try hard to do
their best. They listen well, and follow ingtructions and requests carefully. Pupils take an
active part in class discussions, and are keen to put forward their ideas. They are often very
confident in their learning, and particularly enjoy solving problemsin a cregtive way. Thiswas
very evident in an information and communication technology |esson seen during the
ingpection, where Y ear 5/Y ear 6 pupils were writing ingructionsto control the lightsin a
lighthouse. When they encountered problems, they showed very good levels of perseverance,
and tried to find ways of overcoming the difficulties. A strength of the pupils learning isthe
way in which they work together on joint tasks, generoudy helping those who are
experiencing difficulties, without prompting by their teachers. Behaviour in dassis very good,
and means that teachers can be adventurousin the types of activities they present. Pupils can
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24.

be relied upon to work productively, and older junior pupilsin particular use their time very
effectivey, pacing their work well.

The good overdl qudity of teaching and learning, and the pupils very good attitudes to work,
ensure that pupils of dl ages and abilities make good progress in English, mathematics, science
and information and communication technology, as they move through the school.

Pupils of all ages have very good attitudesto work, and their behaviour isvery good.
Relationships between teachers and pupils, and amongst pupils, are very good.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Pupils have very positive atitudes to school and to work. From an early age pupils take an
active interest in their learning, and in the nursery and reception classes approach new tasks
and activities with high levels of enthusasm and mativation. As they move through the school
pupils develop very good levels of concentration, and the vast mgjority are prepared to
persavere when they encounter occasiond problems with their learning.

Older junior pupils show very good levels of investigative skills, and these kills are most
evident in their mathematics and science work. Pupils of dl abilities gpproach problem-
solving tasks with very high levels of enthusasm and confidence, and often show genuine
delight when they achieve their aim, or make adiscovery. When working on computers,
these high qudity investigetive skills often serve the pupils very well, asthey learn through a
‘trid and error’ basis.

Pupils throughout the school work very well together in smal groups and pairs, and show
good skills of negotiation from an early age. Pupils take turns very well, for example, when
they are working in pairs on computers in the computer suite, and quickly and spontaneoudy
offer support to any classmates who are struggling. When working on practica tasks, pupils
quickly nominate group leaders, and * scribes', and do so with a minimum amount of fuss.

Behaviour in and around the schoal isvery good. Pupils of dl ages show good observance of
the school’ s few rules, and treat one another with high levels of respect and tolerance. Pupils
are kind and thoughtful, and relationships are very good. The pupilS very positive attitudes to
school, work and play, contribute significantly to the high standards they achieve, and the
overd| qudity of lifein the schoal.

WHAT COULD BE IMPROVED

Pupils attainment in art and design, design and technology, geography and history is below
the expected level. Pupils do not make enough progressin these subjects.

20.

Overdl, gandardsin art and design, design and technology, geography and history are below
the expected leve for the mgority of pupilsat theend of Year 2 and Year 6. Pupils do not
make enough progress as they move through the school.

The teaching of art and design, design and technology, geography and history is satisfactory
overdl, and some good and very good examples were seen in individua lessons during the
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3L

32.

ingpection. However, because not enough time is alocated to these subjects, the National
Curriculum programmes of study are not covered in enough depth, and pupils do not have
enough regular practice of newly acquired skills. Assessment procedures to track and
monitor pupilS progress and attainment have not yet been implemented in these subjects, and
as aresult, teachers do not always take enough account of pupilS previous learning when
planning lessons.

Although art and design, design and technology, geography and history are taught throughout
the year in dl dasses, these subjects are taught in haf termly blocks. This meansthat pupils
often forget some of their learning in the intervening period. Inindividud lessons, pupils often
show high levels of interest, such asina 'Y ear 2 geography lesson seen during the ingpection.
However, in discussion, their recdl of their previous learning is often patchy, and pupils have
difficulty in remembering topics they have sudied.

The schoal has devoted much of the available teaching time in recent years to English,
mathematics and science, and has been very successful in raising standards in these subjects.
However, there is now an urgent need to restore baance to the curriculum for infant and
junior pupils so that they can make the progress of which they are capable,

The governing body is not sufficiently proactive in finding out about the school’ s life and
work, and isnot involved enough in the strategic planning of the school.

33.

The governing body is supportive of the school’ s life and work, and is well informed by means
of regular reports from the headteacher and subject co-ordinators. However, governors rely
too much on the information the school provides, and they do not take a sufficiently proactive
role in finding out about the school’s life and work for themselves. This means that the
governing body is not in a postion to fulfil itsrole of “critica friend’ to the headteacher.
Individua governors visit the school regularly on an informa basis, and anumber of governors
work in the schooal, but currently thereis no regular forma programme of vigts to ensure that
governors see the school’ swork at firg-hand.

The governing body’ s involvement in drategic planning is unsatisfactory. Although governors
consder the School Development Plan, the planis largely generated by the headteacher and
gaff, and governors are not sufficiently involved in discussing and agreeing the targets and
priorities. The governing body does not consstently apply the principles of best vaue, in
terms of consulting, chalenging, comparing and competing, when making important decisons
about the school’ s life and work. As aresult, some important decisions are not considered
from al angles, such as the recent issue about the relocation of the computer suite.

Themonitoring role of curriculum co-ordinatorsis not sufficiently developed, especially in
subjects other than English and mathematics.

35.

Co-ordinators are in place for dl subjects and for some important aspects of the school’s
work. However, most co-ordinators do not have enough non-contact time to enable them to
carry out their monitoring role effectively, and some of the responsbilities are not fairly
digtributed amongst staff. For example, the acting deputy headteacher currently has
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responsibility for the Foundation Stage, assessment and literacy, as well as arange of
managerid respongbilities.

Regular monitoring of classroom practice has been carried out in English and mathematics
over thelast two years, and the outcomes have been used successfully to drive standards up,
and to improve the qudlity of teaching and learning. However, not enough monitoring has
been carried out of pupils work, and some whole-school issues such as the qudity of
marking, and the presentation of pupils work have not been identified and addressed. Very
little has been done in the way of monitoring standards in subjects other than English and
mathematics, and co-ordinators therefore do not have a sufficiently clear overview of
sandardsin their subjects, or a picture of the quality of teaching and learning.

Relationships within the staff, and between the staff and the senior management team,
need to be improved so that the school can continue to move forward.

37.

Individualy, the headteacher, deputy headteacher, teaching and non-teaching staff are very
committed to the life and work of the school, and share the common god of wanting to
provide the best education possible for pupils of al ages and abilities. However, there are
currently tensons amongst the staff, and between the staff and the senior management team,
that are preventing the school from moving forward in important areas such as curriculum
development. The headteacher and governing body have not been sufficiently activein
identifying and resolving the areas of digpute, and thisis now of paramount importance if the
schoal isto continue moving forward.
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WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

38. Theschool governors, in conjunction with the headteacher and staff, should take the following
actions to raise standards in the school.

1)

2

3

(4)

Pupils attainment in art and design, design and technology, geogr aphy and
history isbelow national expectations. Pupils do not make enough progress
in these subjects. To raise standardsthe school should:-

ensure that an gppropriate amount of time is given to each subject to enable
the full Nationa Curriculum programmes of study to be covered in enough
depth and breadth;

ensure that curriculum co-ordinators for these subjects take an active role in
monitoring curriculum delivery, and the sandards pupils atain;

implement assessment systems that will enable the school to track and monitor
the progress and attainment of pupilsin these subjects.

(See paragraphs 39, 32)

The governing body should become mor e proactive in finding out about the
school’slife and work, and become moreinvolved in the strategic planning
of the schooal.

(See paragraphs 33, 34)

Themonitoring role of curriculum co-ordinators should be developed
further, especially in subjects other than English and mathematics, by:-

ensuring that al co-ordinators have regular non-contact time to enable them to
carry out their duties,

providing training for co-ordinators so that they are skilled in monitoring
standards, teaching and learning through classroom observations, and also
through the scrutiny of pupils work.

(See paragraphs 35, 36)

The headteacher, staff and gover ning body should ensure that relationships
within the staff, and between the staff and the senior management team, are
improved by:-

identifying and addressing the individua concerns and tendgons of gaff;
ensuring that important whole-school decisions are made as a staff group, and
not between individuas.

(See paragraph 37)
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed 15
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 19
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection
Excdlent Very Good | Satsfactory | Unsatisfactory | Poor Very
good Poor
Number 0 8 5 2 0 0 0
Percentage 0 53 33 13 0 0 0

The table gives the number and percentage of |essons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching. Care should be taken when inter preting these percentages as each lesson represents more than six percentage points.

I nformation about the school’ s pupils

Pupils on the school’sroll Nursery | YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) 33 227
Number of full-time pupils known to be digible for free school medls N/A 11
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery | YR-Y6
Number of pupilswith statements of special educationa needs 0 2
Number of pupils on the school’ s specia educationa needs register 1 26
English asan additional language No of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additiondl language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usud time of first admisson 7
Pupils who left the school other than at the usud time of leaving 10
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Attendance

Authorised absence

%

School data

4.4

Unauthorised absence

%

Nationa comparative data

5.6

School data

0.2

Nationa comparative data

0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2)

Year | Boys | Girls | Totd
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 1 for the 2001 20 17 37
latest reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Boys 18 19 20
Numbers of pupilsat NC Girls 17 17 17
level 2 and above
Tota 35 36 37
Percentage of pupils School 95 (97) 97 (97) 100 (100)
at NC level 2 or above National 84 (83) 86 (84) 91 (90)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 18 20 19
Numbers of pupilsat NC Girls 17 17 17
level 2 and above
Tota 35 37 36
Percentage of pupils School 95 (100) 100 (100) 97 (100)
a NClevel 2 or above Nationa 85 (84) 89 (88) 89 (88)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6)

Year | Boys | Girls | Totd
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 2 for the 2001 23 17 40
latest reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Boys 18 21 23
Numbers of pupilsa NC Girls 16 14 17
level 4 and above
Tota 34 35 40
Percentage of pupils School 85 (88) 88 (68) 100 (97)
a NC level 4 or above National 75 (75) 71(72) 87 (85)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 18 20 22
Numbers of pupilsa NC Girls 16 15 17
level 4 and above
Total 34 35 39
Percentage of pupils School 85 (88) 88 (85) 98 (85)
a NClevel 4 or above National 72 (70) 74(72) 82 (79)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Ethnic background of pupils Exclusionsin the last school year

No of Fixed | Permanent
pupils period
Black — Caribbean heritage 0 Black — Caribbean heritage 0 0
Black — African heritage 0 Black — African heritage 0 0
Black — other 0 Black — other 0 0
Indian 3 Indian 0 0
Pakistani 0 Pekistani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 0 Chinese 0 0
White 208 White 0 0
Any other minority ethnic group 0 Other minority ethnic 0 0
groups
Thistable refersto pupils of compulsory school age only. This table gives the number of exclusions of pupils of compulsory
school age, which may be different from the number of pupils
excluded.
Teachersand classes Financial information

Qualified teachersand classes:. YR -Y6

Totd number of qudified teachers 11.2 Financid year 2001/2002
(FTE)
Number of pupils per qudified 20
teacher
Average classsze 27 £
Education support staff: YR -Y6 Totd income 622812
Tota number of education support 8 Totd expenditure 645492
Saff
Tota aggregate hours worked per 72 Expenditure per pupil 2390
week
FTE means full-time equivalent. Baance brought forward from 38867
previous year
Baance carried forward to next 16187
year
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Qualified teachers and support staff:

nursery

Tota number of quaified teachers 2
(FTE)

Number of pupils per qudified 16
teacher

Totd number of education support 3

Saff

Tota aggregate hours worked per 60
week

Number of pupils per FTE adult 10

Recruitment of teachers

Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years

Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years

Totd number of vacant teaching posts (FTE)

Number of vacanciesfilled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE)

Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less
than one term (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturn rate

Number of questionnaires sent out

260

Number of questionnaires returned

167

Per centage of responsesin each category

Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know

My child likes schooal. 61 32 4 2 1
My child is making good progress in school. 53 40 5 2 0
Behaviour in the schoal is good. 42 53 3 2
My child gets the right amount of work to do a 20 52 16 4 3
home.
The teaching is good. 52 43 2 2 1
| am kept wel informed about how my child is 35 a1 20 3 1
Qgetting on.
| would fed comfortable about approaching the 59 26 7 7 1
school with questions or a problem.
The school expects my child to work hard and 52 43 3 1 1
achieve hisor her best.
The school works closely with parents. 37 44 13 4 2
The school iswdl led and managed. 39 45 7 8 1
The schoal is heping my child become mature 45 45 5 2 3
and responsible.
The school provides an interesting range of 29 53 10 2 6
activities outsde lessons.
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