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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Norton Hill isan 11-18 mixed comprehensive school with most of the 11-16 pupils and sixth form
students coming from the small community of Norton Radstock and the surrounding villages. The
school serves pupils from widdy different backgrounds, their circumstances being broadly average
athough the proportion digible for free school meds (5%) is below the nationd average. It has
129 pupils and students on roll which meansthat it is larger than most secondary schools with sixth
forms. Numbers have risen from 1130 at the time of the last inspection and the schooal is
oversubscribed. There are dightly more boys than girls with the biggest differencein Year 7 where
there are 38 more boys. Lessthan 1% of the school population come from minority ethnic
backgrounds and only three pupils spesk English as an additiona language. About one in ten of the
pupils between 11 and 16 have been identified as having specid educationa needs (mainly moderate
learning difficulties, emotiond and behaviourd difficulties and dydexid) and 24 have formd
gatements of need, which isasmdler proportion than in most schools. The standard of atainment
on entry into Year 7 isdightly better than that found nationaly.

The school has had specidist status for technology since September 1999. It received the School
Achievement Award for Excellence from the Department for Education and Skillsin 2001, 2002
and 2003. It has aso been awarded Sportsmark from Sport England; an Internationa School
Award from the British Council; and gained both the Healthy Schools Award and Investorsin
People status in July 2002.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Norton Hill is an excdlent school with avery good sixth form. It provides a very high quality of
education as aresult of very good, and sometimesinspirationa, teaching. Thisis set within a broad
and imaginative curriculum thet caters very well for learners different needs. Parents are very
satisfied with the school. Neerly dl learners have very postive attitudes to their work and the
progress that they make at each stage of their education is greater than that found in most schools.
The continued improvement and the success of the school are areflection of the outstanding
leadership provided by the headteacher, very ably supported by highly effective senior and middle
managers and a very strong governing body. The school provides very good vaue for money.

What the school doeswedll

Pupils and students' achievement is very good.

Teaching is very good and sometimes ingpirationd.

The school has been highly successful in creating an ethos for learning. Relationships between dl
sections of the school community are excedllent.

The school has an imaginative curriculum that meets the needs of al learners at each stage of
their education and development.

L eadership and management of the school are excdllent. There is a sustained focus on
achievement for dl. There are very effective strategies for continuous improvement.

What could beimproved

No sgnificant areas for improvement were identified by the inspection. The school has aclear
agenda for continuous devel opment.
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The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school was last ingpected in April 1997 and improvement since then has been very good.
Many important strengths were identified at that time. These have been @ther maintained or
improved upon. Leadership and management are now outstanding. There has been a substantia
improvement in the quality of teaching. Curriculum provison has continued to be amgor srength
and has been successfully developed to meet the changing needs of learners. Resultsin al externd
tests and examinations have improved and at afaster rate than that found nationdly.

Nearly dl the key issues identified in the last report have been fully addressed. Teaching and
curriculum provison are much improved. Pupils with specid educationd needs are very well
provided for. Assessment and reporting have become strengths of the school. Where needed,
policies have been updated and fully implemented. Monitoring and evaluation are well established.
The school has made subgstantid progress in improving accommodation, whilst recognising thet
issues remain. However, the school is till not providing adaily act of collective worship for dl
pupils.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils a the end of Year 11 and sixth form students at
the end of Y ear 13 based on average point scores in GCSE and A-level/AS-level examinations.

Compared with Key
Performancein: all schools Similar
schools
2000 2001 2002 2002

well above average A
GCSE examinations A A A A* above average B
average C
A-levelASevels C C C below average D
well below average E

Statutory test results a the end of Year 9 have been well above the nationa average in English,
mathematics and science in recent years. 1n 2002, results were well above the national average in
science, above the nationd average in mathematics and in line with the nationd average in English.
Taken together, the 2002 results represented improvement by pupils from the start of Year 7 that
was greater than that found in most schools. However, the overal 2002 results were not quite as
good as in previous years and, unusudly, were not better than those in smilar schools (i.e. those
with asmilar proportion of pupils known to be digible for free school meals). Thisreative dip was
largely dueto a poor set of test results at the higher gradesin English. A careful sudy of work
during the ingpection shows that these resullts are not a reflection of current standards in English.
These are well above standards typically seen, as they are dso in mathematics and science.

GCSE reaults have been well above average in recent years. GCSE examination results in 2002

were exceptionally good with 99% of pupils gaining five or more GCSEs and 75% gaining five or
more higher grade passes. The school exceeded its target by 11% for pupils gaining five or more
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A*-C grades. From their sarting points at the beginning of Year 10, pupils progressisin the top
5% of schools nationaly. Results were aso in the top 5% when compared to smilar schools. The
rate of improvement in pupils average point score at GCSE over the last five years has been above
the nationd trend. The difference between the performance of boys and girls was less than that
found nationaly, as boys did particularly well.

Student achievement isvery good in Years 12 and 13. This judgement is further explained in the
gxth form summary annex to thisreport. The A-leve resultsin 2002 were particularly impressive
with 96% of those entering both AS and A-level examinations gaining pass grades. Achievement on
vocationd coursesisaso good. Aswith the rest of the school, sudents  progress from their
different garting pointsis sgnificantly better than in most schools, dthough thisis more marked for
fema e students than for males.

PUPILS AND STUDENTS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Excdlent. Pupils and students are keen to come to school and are
positively involved in awide range of activities.

Behaviour, in and out of Excdlent. Pupilsand students are courteous and trustworthy. The
classooms incidence of exclusonsisvery low.

Persond development and | Excellent. There are many examples of pupils and students taking

relationships responsbility and their respect for each other is very impressive.
Attendance Very good. Attendance levels are well above average and very good

for dl age groups. Unauthorised absenceis low.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils:. Years7-9 Years10-11 Years12-13

Qudity of teaching Very Good Very Good Very Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

Across the school, about nine out of every ten lessons observed during the inspection were judged
to be good or better, Six out of ten were very good and two in ten were excdllent. In GCSE
classes, the proportion of very good teaching rose to about eight lessonsin ten, with no lesson being
judged to be less than good. The amount of good and better teaching is greater than that found in
most schools. Teaching in the core subjects of English, mathematics and sciencein Years 7-11is
very good. In addition, the key skills of literacy, numeracy and information and communication
technology (ICT) are well taught across dl subjects.

Teachers have excdlent specidist knowledge and communicate it in enthusastic and engaging ways.
They plan their lessons well, making the learning objectives very clear in ways that ensure pace, high
expectations and good use of prior knowledge and understanding. Different teaching approaches
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mest the needs of dl learners, including the gifted and talented and those with specid educationa
needs, very well. Teachers explanation and focused questioning effectively builds up learners
understanding. Well-planned and challenging homework ensures that the learning in lessonsis
extended and consolidated. All these features, and excellent relationships in classrooms, promote
high qudity learning where pupils and students are highly motivated and work hard.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The quality and range of Excdlent. All requirements are met in an imaginative way o that
the curriculum pupils and students can follow courses that meet their needs. A very

good programme of educationa vists and extra-curricular activities
extends the curriculum.

Provison for pupils with
specid educationa needs

Very good. Pupils individud needs are identified quickly and their
education plans are used effectively by teachers and support staff.

Provison for pupils with
English as an additiond

languege

Appropriate support is given to pupils for whom Englishisan
additiond language.

Provison for pupils
persond, including
spiritua, mord, socid and
culturd development

Excdlent. Pupils and students are given many opportunities to
develop their salf-knowledge, take responsibility and become active
citizens. The school has a strong mord code. The school has actively
sought to promote understanding of the diversity and richness of other
cultures, as well as encouraging learners to gppreciate their own
culturd traditions.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

Excdlent. Pagtord careis an important foundation of the school.
Teaching and non-teaching staff make every effort to know and care
for individua pupils and students. In this respect, the headteacher and
senior staff lead by example.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and Excdlent. Thereisashared vison, asense of purpose and very high
management by the aspirations for the school. Strategic thinking and planning are
headteacher and other key | excdlent and the management of school improvement programmesiis
deff highly effective. The headteacher provides outstanding leadership.

How well the governors
fulfil their respongbilities

Excdlent. The governors bring awide range of skills and expertise to
the school. They arewe | informed, and are ‘ critica friends who
chalenge and support the headteacher and other staff.
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Aspect (contd) Comment

The schoadl’sevaduation of | Excellent. The ongoing review and sdlf-evauation are feetures of the

its performance school that ensures that no one rests on their laurels.
The drategic use of Excdlent. The schoal isvery successful in attracting extra funding and
resources usesit very well to support learning. The principles of ‘best value are

understood and applied to all aspects of the work of the school.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases par ents most What parentswould like to see improved
Thelr children like the school and makegood | - There were no issues about which more
progress then 20% of parents who responded had
Behaviour is good and their children are any concerns. The only issue where more
being helped to become more mature and than 10% of parents had concerns was
responsible. homework. These were equally baanced
Teaching isgood and their children are between those who thought their children
expected to work hard. had too much homework and those who

The school works closdy with parents, they thought they had too little,
arewell informed and they fed that they can
approach the school with questions and
problems.

The school iswell led and managed.

The school provides an interesting range of
extracurricular activities.

Three hundred and seventy four parents returned the ingpectors questionnaire which isalarger
proportion than in most schools. The ingpection team strongly supports parents positive views of
the school. Whilgt effective overal, there are some variations in the amount and frequency of
homework set and the schooal is continuing to strive for greater condstency inthis area
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ANNEX: THE SIXTH FORM NORTON HILL SCHOOL
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SIXTH FORM

There are 217 students in the sixth form which meansthat it islarger than most school sixth forms.
Of these students, 97 are male and 120 are femae. The number of studentsin the sixth form has
grown in recent years. The great mgority of the sudents who enter the sixth form come from Y ear
11 in the school. The overdl standard of attainment of those students who enter Year 12 is above
the national average for al pupils at the end of Year 11. However the sudents demongtrate a broad
range of prior attainment. There are no students with English as an additiond language. The school
offers a broad programme of AS-levd, A-level and vocationa courses, partly as aresult of
collaborative arrangement with Somervae School and Norton Radstock College. The school also
offers an extensve enrichment programme, which includes persona and socid education, skills
development, information and communication technology (ICT), sport and community service. A
wide range of extra-curricular sporting, musica, dramatic and socid activities are avalable. The
grest maority of Sxth formersfollow coursesleading to AS-level and A-level qudifications dthough
agrowing number follow vocationa courses, usudly in combination with AS-levelsand A-leves.
The school generdly requires 5/6 GCSE passes at A*-C for Advanced courses and a number of
passes & A*-G for Intermediate courses for entry to the sixth form, but there is some flexibility for
individual cases. A good record of conduct and commitment to the school isaso required. Less
than one student in twenty drops out before the end of their chosen programme of study and this
usudly happensin Year 12. The proportion of students who continue their studies after the sixth
form iswell above the nationd average (59% to higher education and 13% to further education).

HOW GOOD THE SIXTH FORM 1S

Norton Hill School has avery effective sixth form that gives very good vaue for money. There have
been alot of improvements since the time of the last ingpection. The leadership and management are
now excellent. Teaching and learning are very good. The sixth form has grown in size and is now
providing for a broader range of students. Examination performance has continued to improve at a
fagter rate than that found nationdly. Students' achievement is good as they make more progress
from the start of Year 12 than in most schools. The wide provison available, particularly through
the collaborative arrangements with other centres, ensures that the needs of al pupils are met.

Strengths
- Excdlent leadership and management.
Very good teaching, with teachers showing excellent knowledge and understanding and an
infectious enthusasm.
Very good added vaue from the start of Year 12, particularly for female students.
Very good attitudes by studentsto their learning.
Excdllent persond development and relationships which raise the quality of learning.
Outgtanding advice, support and guidance for individua students.
A broad and imaginative curriculum which provides for different needs.
Very effective collaboration with Somervale School and Norton Radstock College.
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What could be improved

No significant issues for improvement were identified by the ingpection. The school has aclear
agendafor continuous development.

Strengths and areas for improvement in individual subjects are identified in the sections on individual subjectsin the full report.

THE QUALITY OF PROVISION IN INDIVIDUAL CURRICULUM AREAS

The table below shows overdl judgements about the provision in the subjects and courses that were
ingoected in the sixth form.  Judgements are based mainly on the qudity of teaching and learning and
how well students achieve. Not al subjects in the Sixth form were inspected.

Curriculum area

Overall judgement about provison, with comment

Mathematics Very good. Teachingisof ahigh qudity and the leadership and
management of the department are very good.

Biology Good. Teaching isgood, the subject iswell led and relaionships
between teachers and students are very good.

Chemistry Good. Teaching isgood, the subject iswell led and relaionships
between teachers and students are very good.

Physics Good. Teaching and subject management are good. Excellent
rel ationships underpin effective learning.

Business Educetion Very good. Achievement isvery good in relation to prior attainment.
Teaching isvery good. The department iswell led.

Information and Very good. Teaching isgood and attitudes to learning are very good.

communication The leadership and management of the subject are very good.

technology

Travd and Tourism

Very good. Attitudes and achievement are very good as aresult of
very good, and often, excedlent teaching. Leadership and management
across the consortium are very good.

Hedth and Socid Care

Good. Leadership and management are very good and the consortium
arrangements are very effective.

Art and design Very good. Standards are high and students have very positive
attitudes to the subject. Teaching and subject management are very
good.

History Very good. Standards are high as aresult of student attitudes, very
good teaching and very good subject leadership.

Psychology Excellent. Psychology isan exceptiondly popular subject with an
excellent record of examination success as a result of the very good
teaching of the head of department.

English Good. Achievement isgood in both English language and English
literature. Teaching is good and leadership and management are strong.

Modern foreign Very good. Standards are above average as aresult of very good

languages teaching. The subject isvery well led.
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Other work seen in the sixth form reflected the strengths noted in the subjects focused on during the

ingoection.

OTHER ASPECTSOF THE SXTH FORM

Aspect Comment

How well sudents are Excdlent. Staff know students very well and monitor their progress
guided and supported closdly. Guidance and support for both academic and social

development are of avery high standard.

Effectiveness of the Excdlent. The headteacher and the leadership team provide clear
leadership and direction to the work of the sixth form. Respongibilitiesare clear. The
management of thesxth | director of the Sxth formis highly effectivein al hiswork.

form

STUDENTS VIEWSOF THE SIXTH FORM

What studentslike about the sixth form

What they feel could beimproved

The wide choice of courses, coupled with
the very good information and advice they
receive, that alows them to follow a

programme suited to their career aspirations.

Theway they are helped to sttle into the
gxth form and to manage ther time through
the development of very good study skills,
incuding independent learning.

The very good teaching they receive which,
together with the willingness of teechersto
help them, ensures that they make good
progress.

Thewide range of information and the advice

and guidance that enables them to make
informed choices about the next stage of
their lives.

The wide range of opportunities they have to

make a contribution to the life of the school
and the wider community.

The limited access to computers for use
during private study periods.
The range of socid opportunities provided.

The positive views by students were supported by the findings of the inspection. Inspectors agree
that sixth form accessto ICT is not as good asin the rest of the school and this has been recognised

as an areafor development.

COMPARING PROVISION IN SCHOOLSAND COLLEGES
Inspectors make judgements about provision in subjects and courses, and about |eader ship and management, in the range:
excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. Excellent and very good are equivalent to the
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judgement “ outstanding” in further education and sixth form college reports; poor and very poor are equivalent to “ very

weak” .
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PART B: COMMENTARY

WHAT THE SCHOOL DOESWELL

Pupils and students achievement isvery good.

1

Achievement (the accomplishments of pupils and sudentsin relation to what might
reasonably be expected of them) isvery good. At dl stages of their education, learners
make more progress than in most schools. Thisis demongtrated through the school’ s record
in tests and examinations. It can aso be seen in the work of pupils and sudents and in the
learning that takes placein lessons.

Test results a the end of Year 9 have been well above the nationd averagein English,
mathematics and science in recent years. This has represented very good progress from the
pupils starting points when they entered the school. Whilst still above average, the 2002
results were not quite as good as in previous years. This can be explained by the absence
during the test week of a small number of pupils and one set of poor test results at the higher
gradesin English. A careful sudy of work during the ingpection showed that this anomaly is
not areflection of the current standards of those pupils who are now in Year 10, which are
well above standards typicaly seen. Even with the dight dip in 2002, pupils till made more
progress across Key Stage 3 than the national average and their progress was greater than
that in schools with pupils with smilar garting points.

GCSE results have been well above average in recent years and GCSE examination results
in 2002 were exceptionaly good with 75% gaining five or more higher grade passes and
99% gaining five or more GCSEs at grades A*-C. This represents outstanding
achievement. The added va ue (the amount of progress that pupils made from their Year 9
test results to their GCSE results) places the schoal in the top 5% of school’s nationaly.
GCSE reaults are dso in the top 5% when compared to schoolsin smilar circumstances.

A-levd results have been in line with the national average in recent years, but comparisons
need to be treated with caution as the school accepts a broader range of students on to
advanced course than in many schools. Achievement is very good as the school adds vaue
to what students might be expected to achieve from their different Sarting points. A
comparison of the average points scores of students who took A-level examinations in 2002
with their average points scores in GCSE examinations shows that they made above-
average progress in the sixth form. On average, students gained haf a grade more at A-
level than students with their GCSE grades did nationaly. This good vaue-added isdso
shown in advanced and intermediate vocationa courses.

Across the schoal, there is very good achievement by al groups of pupils and students.
Those with specid educationa needs, the gifted and talented, looked after children and the
very few from minority ethnic backgrounds or with English as an additiond language dl do
very well. For example, in 2002, dl of the pupils on the specia educationa need register
gained five or more GCSE passes at grades A*-G. Their average progress from Key Stage
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3 was greater than that for dl pupils nationaly, and nearly one third obtained five or more
passes at A*-C.

During the ingpection week, pupils and students work was carefully andysed and lessons
were observed. Thisinformation supported the conclusion that students are doing very well.
Learning was good or better in nine out of ten lessons observed, and very good or better in
more than haf. The great mgority of pupils and students are working at or near their
capacity and are challenged by the work presented to them. Tasks require effort and
concentration. An example of thiswasin an excellently taught Year 11 science lesson
where students were revising the eectromagnetic pectrum in the final stages of their
examination preparation. Pupils completed a circuit of experiments, collected their findings
and presented them to the class. Al of this was completed at a very quick pace with pupils
co-operating, reading from textbooks, listening to advice and asking questions to overcome
any difficulties. These pupils were gaining much higher levels of understanding than would
normally be seen. Thiswas aresult of their excdlent attitudes, hard work and the
outstanding teaching they were given.

Pupils and students very good achievement results from many factors, including the very
good teaching, the ethos for learning, the pastoral care, and the strength of the curriculum.
These are dl described in the points that follow. One of the characteristics of the schoadl is
the way in which dl these postive dements of the school ‘joinup’. Thisisaresult of the
leadership’s sustained focus on pupils and students' achieverment, and on constant
evauation leading to ideas for how to do things better.

Teaching isvery good and sometimes inspirational.

8

There has been abig improvement in the qudity of teaching sSnce the time of the last
ingpection. In April 1997, teaching was satisfactory or better in amost 90% of lessons seen
and good or better in 50% of lessons seen. In this ingpection, teaching was satisfactory or
better in 99% of lessons seen; good or better in 92% of |essons seen; very good or better in
38% of lessons seen and excellent in 18% of lessons seen. These proportions are
sgnificantly better than those found in most schools and much better than those found in
1997.

Thereisaclear connection between the very good teaching seen across the school and the
very good learning and achievement. This was particularly evident in GCSE classes where
all of the teaching seen was good or better and 72% was very good or better. Teachers
prepare pupils for public examinations very well and thisis a central reason why the school’s
GCSE performance is amongst the top 5% of asmilar schoolsin the country. An example of
thiswasinaYear 11 mathematics lesson where aclass of pupils who, given their earlier
attainments, might not have been expected to achieve higher grade pass were on track to
gain C grades as areault of very effective teaching. Animmaculately planned lesson started
with very clear, shared lesson objectives. Excellent interaction between the teacher and the
pupils quickly identified and tackled any misconceptions and developed pupils thinking.
Mathematical language was used very precisely and arange of ora, visua and practica
gpproaches ensured that the different learning styles in the room were very well provided
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10

11

12

13

for. A find plenary sesson was particularly effective in getting pupils to sum up the main
points of the lesson and consolidate their learning.

Thereisaso aclear connection between the very good teaching and pupils and sudents
excdllent attitudes, behaviour and relaionships. At the end of one Year 9 religious
education lesson, pupils commented that they had redlly enjoyed the lesson because they
had to think and work hard and redlly wanted to achieve the objectives. The teacher had
garted the lesson by setting the homework, showing how this related to religious education
attainment targets and explaining how the lesson would prepare them to tackle this problem.
Carefully planned steps and an excellent range of resources, including pictures, photographs,
video clips and computer based materials were used to develop understanding. Praise,
encouragement and chalenge forced al pupilsto beinvolved.

Through careful gppointments and timetabling, the school has ensured that learners are
taught by specidists with excdlent subject knowledge. In many classes, teachers
enjoyment of their subject is very evident and their enthusiasm rubs off on the pupils and
students who are highly motivated and work hard.

Teachers planning is very effective. The excdllent use of data.on pupils prior performance
means that teachers Sart with high expectations of what pupils can achieve. Excdlent use of
ongoing assessment and a very clear understanding of what pupils and students need to
know and understand for the next stage of their learning leads to carefully structured and
purposeful teaching. For example, in one Year 9 French classthat aimed at reinforcing
work on the past tense, the teacher started with aclear understanding of what pupils aready
knew. Work was sat which integrated a series of tightly structured spesking, listening,
reading and writing tasks which stretched the pupils ability. Explanation, ingtruction,
demondtration and praise were dl given in the target language in away that required intense
concentration to keep up. Pupils responded by showing such concentration. By the end of
the lesson, existing understanding had been reinforced and considerable new learning had
taken place.

Teachers have a good repertoire of teaching styles that nearly always meet the needs of dl
learners, including the gifted and talented and those with specia educationa needs. When
appropriate, good, and often very good, explanation and demonstration by the teacher leads
to focused and productive enquiry. Questioning effectively builds up learners

understanding. Homework ensures that the learning in lessons is extended and consolidated.
Where provided, support staff are very effective in supporting teaching. All of these features
were present in two contrasting English lessonsin Y ear 9 where pupils of very different
ability were both provided with excellent preparation for their statutory tests. In one class of
low attaining pupils, excellent relationships created an atmosphere where pupils were not
afrad ‘to haveago'. Difficult learning objectives reated to dramatic irony in Macbeth were
successfully tackled. The teacher showed great skill in making the concepts accessible and
then used drama techniques and short burst activities to develop an excellent understanding.
The learning support assistant provided unobtrusive, but timely support. In the other Year 9
class, with a different teacher, precise exposition demonstrated how to skim, scan and
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retrieve information. Thiswas followed by very good questioning (with humour used to
good effect), awriting activity and a plenary where ideas were summed up.

The improvement in the teaching in the schooal is areflection of the priority that the school
givestoit. Itiscentra to the school’s development plan, and each subject has ateaching
and learning co-ordinator. There is congtant reflection on what makes good teaching and an
openness to consider different gpproaches. There are impressive systems for professional
development which mean that teachers have come to a better understanding of the waysin
which students learn. Teachers professiona development is clearly linked to performance
management and needs identified in the school’ s and faculties' development plans. School
in-service training days have been very effective in building a shared understanding of good
teeching. Thisis reinforced through the monitoring undertaken by senior and middle
managers and governors. The school has actively sought to bring in new blood. Newly
gppointed gaff have brought energy and ideas from other schools and training indtitutions.

The school has been highly successful in creating an ethosfor learning. Relationships
between all sections of the school community ar e excellent.

15

16

17

18

The school actively promotes pride in learning and achievement. They have been successful
in cregting a critical mass of pupils and students who are associated with hard work and
success, S0 that it isthe norm for othersto aspireto. Sixth formers and older pupils provide
very good role modds and help younger pupils settle in to this ethos of the school.

Throughout the ingpection week, the atmaosphere in the school was rdaxed and friendly, but
at the same time very purposeful. Thereisavery strong sense of shared vaues with an
assumption that pupils will want to learn and achieve.

The headteacher sets the tone with powerful assemblies where achievement is celebrated;
regular interaction with pupils where the successes in dl aspects of schodl life are praised;
and presentations to parents about how they can support their children. Teaching and non-
teaching staff reinforce this through their use of praise and support. One of the key features
of the school has been that it has successfully woven together al strands of its work,
academic and pastora, so that pupils and students are enabled to achieve their best in dl
aress of schoal life. The school has excdllent pastora systems, which go well beyond care
and welfare. Learning is at the core of the school and dl staff are very supportive of any
pupil or sudent who is experiencing difficulty.

Behaviour is nearly dways excdlent. The school iswdl disciplined and pupils have avery
clear undergtating of what is, and is not, acceptable. However, the generdly excellent
behaviour is areflection of an acceptance of persona responsbility rather than any kind of
externd pressure. Thisis particularly evident outside lessons where minima supervisonis
needed. Before school and between lessons, movement is salf-controlled and considerate.
Pupils and students are trusted and therefore they are dlowed free access to the school at
breaks and lunchtime, with only afew rooms where there are hedth and safety
congderations being locked. This respect and trust are not misplaced. The school isavery
pleasant place to walk around at dl times. Lunchtimein the dining areesis very civilized.
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Pupils and students respect for each other and for members of the teaching and non-
teaching gt&ff isvery impressve. Inlessons, dl age groups listen attentively to each other
and when wrong answers or different opinions are given, they are nearly dways
condructive. An example of thiswasin avery effective lesson on politica systems as part
of the school’ s programme for persona and socid education. Through a series of activities,
the teacher developed an understanding of leadership. Thisinvolved paired, group and
whole class discussons where different ideas were presented and challenged. Throughout
the lesson, different viewpoints were treated with interest and respect.

One of the reasons for the excdllent relationships within the school is the way in which pupils
and students are actively involved in decison-making and fed part of a collaborative
enterprise. One example of this has been the house system, which has proved to be very
effective in encouraging a sense of responsbility and community. The House and School
Councils, made up of elected representatives, are greatly vaued and seen as bodies that can
make a genuine difference. Similarly, senior studentsin the sixth form are seen asan
important voice for the Sxth form with real impact.

The school has an imaginative curriculum that meetsthe needs of all learnersat each
stage of their education and development.

21
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The range and breadth of curricular provision was singled out as a mgor strength of the
school &t the time of the last ingpection. This has been built on with further development to
ensure that the curriculum matches the interests, aptitudes and needs of dl pupils. Itisan
important framework which alows the very good teaching and learning seen to take place.

Across the school, dl statutory requirements for the curriculum are met. The Nationdl
Curriculum is generdly provided through timetabled subjects, but some requirements, such
asthose for citizenship, ICT and some eements of religious education are met in cregtive
ways. For example, the new subject of citizenship is taught through identified unitsin
persona and socid education and in different subjects, and through whole-school activities
such asare-cycling project. Another example isthe way that ICT istaught acrossthe
curriculum. In some schoals, this gpproach can sometimes leads to adilution of ICT
content, aspects being missed or inadequate assessment. Thisis not the case at Norton Hill.
Careful planning and staff commitment mean that sandardsin ICT are very good and dl
requirements are met. A varied programme of persona, socid and health education is well
co-ordinated across the school and makes a very good contribution to the persona
development of pupils and students.

Provison for pupils with specia educationa needsis very good. The school has very good
systemsfor identifying needs. Staff are fully aware of how the curriculum needsto be
adapted for individuas and they are well supported in, and out, of class. Thereis very good
provison for study support for pupils of dl abilities. Whilst recognising provison for the
gifted and talented as an area for further development across Key Stages 3 and 4 and the
gxth form, the school has made important stridesin thisarea. For example, Year 7 were
involved for one ‘Fud Injection’ week with workshops run by externd specidigsin
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meathematics, languages, sciences and the humanities. Further provision for the more ablein
the sixth form is planned through the introduction of an AS-leve in critica thinking. Across
the school, banding, setting and grouping are used well to ensure that individua needs are
met. Thisisnot donein away that creates ditist or *sink groups , but with genuine atention

to providing equdity of opportunity.

24 InYears 10 and 11 a carefully constructed option programme meansthat dl pupils are able
to make pogitive choices. Thereisalarge ‘core programme of English, mathematics,
science, design and technology, ICT, history or geography, a modern language, persona
and socid education, religious education and physica education with two further optiond
subjects. For some pupils, learning is consolidated through a skills programmein place of a
modern language and one of the options. This programme, which includes literacy,
numeracy, |CT, teamwork, study support and work-related learning, is very effective. In
collaboration with Norton Radstock College, the schoal is dso offering the new applied
GCSEsin hedth and socid care, and manufacturing.

25 The sixth form curriculum is described in the Sixth form summary annex to thisreport. As
with the rest of the schooal, it has been carefully thought through with an impressive range of
options to meet different needs.

26 Many opportunities are provided for students to develop their spiritual, mord, socid and
cultural awareness. Spiritua provision can be seen in many aspects of the schoal’slife.
One example, which was referred to by different staff and pupils at the time of the
ingpection, was the way in which the school marked Holocaust Memoria Day in January.
Remaining displays and the Power Point presentation from the day showed how this difficult
subject had been handled very sensitively and had had avery strong impact. The school’s
moral and socid codeis described esawherein thisreport, it infuses the curriculum. The
school has recognized the particular issues of the culturaly homogenous community of
Norton Radstock and has actively sought to develop understanding of the wider world and
lifein amulticultural society. There are avery good range of enrichment, extra-curricular
and culturd activities, including sport, music, drama, outdoor pursuits, visits and exchanges.
The breadth of the curriculum has been recognised through the award of the Internationa
School Award, Sportsmark and the Healthy Schools Award.

27 The school’s curriculum is under congtant review. There has been arecognition that the
school’ s success at GCSE has broadened the intake to the sixth form, encouraging larger
numbers to continue with their studies and therefore the need for an ever widening provision.
The schoal is dso looking to exploit some of the possihilities that are becoming available for
more flexible use of time in Key Stage 3 and for different paces of learning in Years 10 and
11.

L eader ship and management of the school are excellent. Thereisa sustained focus on
achievement for all and very effective strategiesfor continuous improvement.
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The leadership and management of the school are excdlent. Thisis an improvement on the
aready very good Stuation reported at the time of the previousinspection. The headteacher
has aclear vison for the continued improvement of the school and the raising of sandards
for dl its pupils and sudents. Thisis supported by the governors, dl those with leadership
and management responsbility, and by the staff of the school. There is a sustained focus on
achievement for dl and thisis the main agendaitem for dl meetings. The headteacher has
the full support of parents who are extremely positive about hisleadership. In discusson,
daff, governors, parents and pupils dl attribute the mgor improvementsin the school to the
headteacher. The openness of the decision making process, expert knowledge, and the
close attention to detail are features of this very successful leadership style. With other
senior gaff, the headteacher leads by example. His door is dways open, he ‘walks the
school’ on aregular basis and is known to al the staff and pupils who find him approachable
and interested in al aspects of their schoal.

The headteacher is very ably supported by the leadership group of senior staff. They bring a
wide range of complementary expertise to the running of the school, and are able to
chalenge and debate issues. They have the capacity to become closdly involved with new
initiatives and follow them through to their condluson. The school iswilling to try out new
ideas. ‘Nothing is not up for review’, is often quoted. Day-to-day management of the
schoal is excellent; responghilities are clear and are carried out camly and efficiently.

The governing body is highly effective and particularly well led by a very experienced
chairman. Governors bring awide range of skills and have an excdlent knowledge of the
school’ s strengths and weaknesses. They are able to chalenge decisions, knowing the right
guestions to ask through their persona experience and their training for the job. They are
ambitious for the schooal, sharing the vision and the drive to move the school forward.
Governors and senior managers are individually linked to particular subjects, and are kept
well informed of standards and progress. The governors are clear that they only want to
appoint the best people that share the values of the school, and take a great ded of time and
effort in selecting and training them to be effective teachers,

The school evauates its performance regularly and very effectively. Information about the
pupils attainment and progressis gathered, analysed and acted upon in great detail and to
great effect. Thereisaculture of questioning performance a dl levels. Heads of faculty
accept respongbility for their areas and are, in turn, held to account by the leadership team.
Mot importantly, data andlysisis used as a sarting point to plan for improvemen.
Academic targets are set on the basis of the teachers extensive knowledge of each pupil,
how well they are progressing, and what they are capable of. Performance datais aso used
to raise expectations. Assumptions about what individuas and groups can achieve are
chdlenged, and teaching and learning are consequently pitched & a higher level. The use of
target minimum grades with pupils and students is well established and is supported through
mentoring and tutoria programmes.

The monitoring, evauation and development of teaching are very good, whichisabig
improvement since the previous inspection report. Thereis an established system with
heads of faculty having the first reponghility for sandards within their aress. They are held
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to account through a cycle of meetings with the leadership team who are aso involved in
lesson observation and work andlysis. Whilst supportive, the school has shown thet it can
act rigoroudy when underperformance isidentified. There is astrong commitment to
teachers professona development and to initid teacher training. The teachers are
monitored and supported effectively through a well-structured programme, which is closdy
linked to performance management.

All the teachers, even those new to the schoal, fed that they can contribute ideas that will be
taken serioudy and followed up if they are gppropriate. All saff areinvolved in the
formulation of the school development plan with teaching and learning as the centrd am,
which is then refined and devel oped through discussion and debate. It is brief, focused and
relevant. A very positive ethos for learning has been established, both for the pupils and
teachers, and dl staff contribute to this.

The school makes excdllent use of the resources available to it from its limited base budget,
and makes every effort to augment this by bringing in extra revenue from nationd initiatives
aswdl as support from locd industry and the community. These have been very successful
in improving the accommodetion, athough some areas are il quite dilapidated. The
resources for ICT have been improved radicaly, athough the demands for the use of ICT
are very high, increasing, and proving difficult to met.

Financid management is very strong. The chair and vice chair of the finance committee have
afirm oversght of the budget. Very good vaue for money is achieved and the schoodl’s
finances are quite hedlthy. Thereisaclear rationde for the present surplus which is being
held for future building programmes. The governors monitor the planned expenditure very
carefully. Educationd priorities asidentified in the school’ s development plan are supported
through the financia planning, and the principles of best vaue are gpplied in detall to dl
agpects of the schoal, including curriculum review and timetabling. A lot of premises
services have now been taken in-house as aresult of reviews to improve quality.

WHAT COULD BE IMPROVED

36

No major wesknesses requiring improvement were identified by the ingpection. The school
has a clear agenda for continuous development to build upon its present numerous strengths.
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed Years711 47
Sixth form 54

Number of discussions with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 58

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor

Years 7— 11

Number 11 19 13 3 0 0

Percentage 23 40 28 6 0 0

Sixth form

Number 7 19 24 4 0 0

Percentage 13 35 v\ 7 0 0

The table gives the number and percentage of |essons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching. Care should be taken when interpreting the percentages for Years 7 — 11 as each lesson represents more than two percentage

points and the sixth form as each |esson represents more than one percentage point.

I nformation about the school’ s pupils

Pupils on the school’sroll Y7-Y11 Sixth form
Number of pupils on the school’ s roll 1077 217
Number of full-time pupils known to be eigible for free school meds 54 -
Special educational needs Y7-Y11 Sixth form
Number of pupils with statements of specid educational needs 24 0
Number of pupils on the school’s specid educational needs register 109 1
English as an additional language No of pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additional language 3
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 10
Pupils who left the school other than at the usual time of leaving 18
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Attendance

Authorised absence

%

School data

6.1

Unauthorised absence

%

National comparative data

7.8

School data

0.2

National comparative data

1.2

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

Attainment at the end of Key Stage 3 (Year 9)

Year | Boys | Gitls | Tota
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 3 for the latest | 2002 114 97 211
reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Boys 79 86 91
Numbers of pupils at NC Girls 85 81 87
Level 5 and above Total 164 167 178
Percentage of pupils School 78 (73) 79 (76) 84 (75)
a NC level 5 or ebove National 66 (64) 67 (66) 66 (66)
a NClevel 6 or above National 2 (31) 45 (43) 33 (34)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 82 100 90
Numbers of pupils at NC Girls 86 85 85
Leve 5 and above Total 168 185 175
Percentage of pupils School 79 (76) 89 (85) 82 (68)
a NClevel 5 or above National 67 (65) 70 (69) 67 (64)
Percentage of pupils School 35(31) 70 (63) 44 (51)
a NC level 6 or above National 32 (31) 44 (42) 34 (33)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 4 (Year 11)

Year | Boys | Girls | Tota
Number of registered pupilsin fina year of Key Stage 4 for the latest | 2002 Q0 108 198
reporting year
GCSE results 5or more 5o0r more 1or more
gradesA* toC | gradesA*-G grades A*-G
Boys o4 0 0
Numbers of pupils Girls 84 107 108
achieving the standard
Specified Total 148 197 198
Percentage of pupils School 75 (60) 99 (99) 100(100)
achieving the standard
Specified National 50 (48) 91 (91) 96 (96)
Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
GCSE results GCSE point
score
Average point School 539 (46.9)
score per pupil National 39.8 (39)

Figuresin brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.

Vocational qualifications Number % success
rate
Number studying for approved vocationa qualifications or School 1 o1
Units and the percentage of those pupils who achieved al National 81
those they studied
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Attainment at the end of the sixth form (Year 13)

For candidates entered for GCEA / AS/
Advanced GNVQ / VCE examinations

Boys Girls All
School Number of candidates 32 4 76
Average point score per 202.7 2589 2348
candidate
National Average point score per n/a n/a n/a
candidate
For candidates entered for GCE A / For candidates entered for
AS examinations Advanced GNVQ/VCE
examinations
Boys Girls All Boys Girls All
School Number of candidates 30 4 74 2 0 2
Average point score per 2119 2589 2394 60 0 60
candidate
National | Average point score per n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
candidate
Figuresin brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
International Baccalaur eate Number % success
rate
Number entered for the International Baccal aureate Diplomaand the School n/a n/a
Percentage of those pupils who achieved all they studied National n/a
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Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin the last school year

Categories used in the Annual School Census No of pupils Number of Number of

onroll fixed period per manent

exclusions exclusions
White — British 1272 22 1
White — Irish 1 0 0
White — any other White background 4 0 0
Mixed — White and Black Caribbean 0 0 0
Mixed — White and Black African 0 0 0
Mixed — White and Asian 2 0 0
Mixed — any other mixed background 1 0 0
Asian or Asian British - Indian 1 0 0
Asian or Asian British - Pakistani 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British — Bangladeshi 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British — any other Asian background 0 0 0
Black or Black British — Caribbean 0 0 0
Black or Black British — African 0 0 0
Black or Black British — any other Black background 0 0 0
Chinese 5 0 0
Any other ethnic group 0 0 0
No ethnic group recorded 8 0 0

The table gives the number of exclusions, which may be different from the number of pupils excluded.

Teachers and classes

Qualified teachers and classes: Y7-Y13

Financial information

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) 771.75 Financial year 2002-2003
Number of pupils per qualified teacher 16

Education support saff: Y7-Y13 £
Total number of education support staff 19 Total income 4,072,706
Total aggregate hours worked per week 556 Total expenditure 3,861,165
Deployment of teachers: Y7-Y13 Expenditure per pupil 2984
Percentage of time teachers spend in 753 Balance brought forward from previous 248432
contact with classes year

Averageteaching group size: Y7-Y13 Balance carried forward to next year 211,541
Key Stage 3 25

Key Stage 4 216
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FTE means full-time equivalent.

Recruitment of teachers

Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years 24.31
Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years 25.28
Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE) 1
Number of vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE) 1
Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less 0
than one term (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturnrate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

The teaching is good.
| am kept wel informed about how my child is
getting on.

I would feel comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The school is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outside lessons.

Number of questionnaires sent out 1294
Number of questionnaires returned 374
Strongly | Tendto Tendto | Strongly Don't
agree agree disagree | disagree know
A 57 7 2 0
41 56 2 1 1
33 60 2 0 4
18 62 17 2 1
33 61 1 0 5
37 53 7 2 1
4 41 2 1 2
60 33 1 0 1
28 61 8 1 2
50 444 1 0 5
39 4 1 3
48 47 2 0 3
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PART D: THE SSXTH FORM

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’sresults and students achievements

37

38

39

40

The atainment of Year 13 sudentsin A-level examinations hasimproved consgtently since
the previous ingpection and a a much faster rate than that found nationally. At that time of
the last ingpection, the average point score was 13.4. Using the same method of calculation
for comparison (a new method was introduced in 2002), the average point score in 2002
would be 17.6, an improvement of 4.2. Thisis three timesthe rate of improvement in the
average point score nationdly of 1.4 over the same period. This excdlent improvement is
even more impressive as the school’ s sixth form is sgnificantly larger than at the time of the
last ingpection and less sdlective, accepting students with a broader range of ability. Nearly
al of these students complete their chosen programme of study and are counted in the final
performance tables. Less than one student in twenty drops out and this usualy happensin
Year 12.

In recent years, A-level results have been broadly in line with the national average and
sgnificantly better than those for mixed comprehensive schools. The headline nationd and
school results for 2002 were published during the inspection week, but detailed subject data
was not available. Direct comparisons with previous years need to be treasted with caution,
but a careful andys's shows asubstantial jump in the school’s overdl A-level performancein
2002. Using the new method of calculation, the school’ s average points score in 2002 of
231.8 was close to the national average for al types of schools of 254.5. Similarly, the
school’ s average point score per entry was 72.1 which was close to the nationa average of
76. Indications are that results were above average in art and design, chemistry, English
literature, mathematics and psychology. Results were average in computer science and
English language and below average in biology. In other subjects, the entries were too small
for any reliable comparison to be made.

The school adds value to what students might be expected to achieve from their different
garting points. A comparison of the average points scores of students who took A-level
examinationsin 2002 with their average points scores in GCSE examinations shows that
they made above-average progressin the sixth form. On average, students gained half a
grade more a A-leve than students with comparable GCSE grades did nationaly. Good
‘value added’ from GCSE to A-level was most notable in business sudies, English language
and psychology. Vaue added was not as good in biology, chemistry and physics.

Thereisaggnificant gap between the performance of mae and femae sudents at A-level
with femae students obtaining higher grades. This gap is greater than that found nationaly.
Using the old method of calculation, average point score of female students was 2.3 higher
than mae students compared to a nationd difference of 0.8in 2001. In 2002, this
differenceroseto 4.5. Different starting points cannot explain the difference between mae
and femade students as their average GCSE points score were Smilar. The difference can
be partly explained by differencesin the overdl added vaue in the sixth form. When all
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subjects are combined, the progress of male studentsis broadly in line with that found
nationaly, whilst female sudents make substantially more progress than might be expected.
The reasons for thisare complex. Inindividud courses, mae and female students generaly
make Smilar progress, but option choices mean that there are many more femaesin the
subjects that add the grestest value leading to the difference in overall outcomes.

The most recent resultsin the Y ear 12 units that go to make up the new AS-level
examinations show that the school’ s average point score is above average with particularly
good resultsin art and design, business studies, design and technology, English language,
psychology and sociology. However, available data has to be treated with caution and it is
difficult to draw firm conclusons. Nationd and loca dataisincomplete and does not
include retakes, the significant numbers of sudents who took units again to improve their
grades, or the students who did not take units until Year 13. The information that is
available showsthat by the end of Year 12, students are making good progress from their
garting points in September. The value added of those students following one year
intermediate vocationa courses was aso good from the start of Year 12.

Students work seen during the ingpection week confirms the picture of standards in both
Year 12 and Year 13 being at least in line with the nationa average and often above. 1t dso
shows that students are generally making good progress and that achievement from their
different starting pointsis very good. Coursework isusualy of ahigh quaity and based on
independent thought and research. The school develops key skills through the tutoria and
skills programme and within subjects. Key skills are not externally assessed and accredited,
but within subjects the skills of communication, application of number and ICT are well
developed, so that there are no barriersto students' achievement. Wider key skills
(working with others, problem solving and improving your own learning) are accredited
through the ASDAN (Award Scheme for the Development and Accreditation Network)
Universties Award. All students successfully take a course and atest leading to the
European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL).

The proportion of students who continue their studies after the xth form iswell above the
nationa average. The most recent information available shows that 59% of students
continue to higher education and a further 13% to further education.

Students' attitudes, values and personal development

44
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Sixth-form students’ attitudes towards the school are very good. During the inspection, no
lessons were observed where sixth form attitudes and behaviour were less than good and in
most lessons they were very good. Students enjoy coming to school and spesk of it with
consderable pride. Students’ attitude to their work isvery good. During their timein the
gxth form, students develop excedllent self-motivation. They are committed to their studies
and, particularly in Year 13, have devel oped sensible patterns of hard work that help to
ensure thelr success.

Reationships between sixth formers, as wel as with younger pupils, their teachers and other
adults, are excelent. The sixth form isafriendly, supportive and harmonious community.
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Students enjoy the many opportunities that they have to discuss controversid issues, but
their views are baanced. They are mature and thoughtful individuals who demondrate very
high levels of respect for the fedings, vaues and beliefs of others.

Studentsin Year 12 are expected to undertake community service on aregular basis and
they take this respongbility serioudy. InYear 13, the senior student team organises awide
range of activities, both within the sixth form and for the wider school community. They
provide younger pupils with very good role models. Some students volunteer to train as
counsdllors for the * Teen Support Group’ and through this provide confidentia support to
pupils who are experiencing problems of any kind. Thiswork has been nationdly
recognised and the school were findistsin the Nationa Crimebeat Awardsin 2001. A
notable feature of sixth form life isthe wide range of activities that help others. Some of
these are direct, such as the annua Christmas party organised for resdents of locd care
homes for the elderly, while others, for example, the immensaly successful Charities Week,
principaly involve activities within the school community. During the ingpection, members of
the sixth form organised a very professona presentation where the impressive sum of
money raised was donated to representatives of the four chosen charities.

Attendance in the sixth form is very good. The school sets aminimum level of attendance
for its sudents at 90% and achievesin excess of thistarget. Students habitually arrive
promptly to lessons.

HOW WELL ARE STUDENTSTAUGHT?

48
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Teaching and learning in the Sixth form are very good overdl. During the ingpection,
teaching in 92% of the 54 lessons was judged to be good or better and 48% was very good
or better, and there was no unsatisfactory teaching. These proportions are better than those
found in most schools. A characterigtic of the teaching was the consistency across subjects.
Very good or excellent teaching was seen in al the subject areas that were the focus for

ingoection.

An important foundation for the very good teaching in the sixth form is excdllent subject
knowledge. Teachers are able to draw on an extensive body of information to illustrate
specific points; they make reference to the most recent research and employ a good range
of up-to-date source materid. Where appropriate, teacher exposition isused well. In the
best lessons, the teacher’ s evident enjoyment of their subject enthused the students. In
addition to their content knowledge, teachers have an excellent understanding of the specific
requirement of the examination courses. Consequently, they are able to plan in detall, set
clear objectives and explain to students what they need to do to succeed. An example of dl
these dementswasin aYear 13 at and design lesson. The teacher explained carefully and
with great authority where the students were with their examination marks and exactly what
they had to do to improve. Sketchbooks, origina paintings and prints were used to
demonstrate processes and outcomes. Impressive use was made of adigital cameraand
ICT applications to create and manipulate images
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Lessons are generdly conducted at a brisk pace, which keeps students attentive and
motivated. Teachers expectations of what is possible are very good. All lessons are
characterised by very good relationships. These relationships give students the confidence
to participate in discussion, try out new idess and learn from each other. Questioning is
used well to consolidate understanding, think through problems and lead students to the next
depin ther learning.

Across subjects, teachers pay good attention to developing students' skillsin communication
and gpplication of number. Good useis made of opportunitiesto reinforce key skills. The
literacy and numeracy demands of subject content are well considered. Independent
research tasks and coursawork demands extend their literacy kills.

Students follow up their [essons with a considerable amount of independent study as they
are taught how to research and make good use of sudy time. In generd, students plan their
work very well. They show very good skills of independent learning. Students make very
good use of the library and other learning resources during their study time, dthough the
number of computers available for private sudy useislimited. Preparation for lessonsis
aso generdly good. There were good examples during the inspection week of where
students had researched and then presented their finding to the class, including the very good
use of awide range of ICT.

Whilgt never less than satifactory, the style of teaching in afew lessonsisrather narrow. In
these few lessons, a combination of teacher explanation, demonstration and closed
questioning redtricts the range of learning styles that students can employ and does not
encourage independent thinking. Consequently, some learning opportunities are not taken.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO STUDENTS?

54

55

The schoal offers an impressive range of optionsin the sixth form. At the time of the
ingpection, 27 different courses leading to AS and A-level qudifications were available. In
addition, seven courses leading to the Advanced VVocationa Certificate in Education
(AVCE) and one course leading to an intermediate qudification in ICT were offered. An
important factor in this very good provision is the collaborative arrangement with Somervale
School and Norton Radstock College. The teaching of nine courses is shared with other
ingtitutions and students move between three Sites as required.

The greaet mgority of gxth form students follow AS and A-level courses, but an increasing
number combine these with vocationa courses and ardatively smal number follow a purely
vocationd route. Within some subject aress, there is the flexihbility to take different courses
and some subject options are available a more than onetime in the week. Thisflexibility,
combined with the breadth of the curriculum, means that the school iswell placed to meet
different needs and is able to provide successfully for awide range of abilities and aptitudes.
Consequently, progression to employment and further and higher education is very good.
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The most popular subject in the Sixth form is psychology, which at the time of the ingpection
was being followed by more than haf of dl sixth form students, aremarkably high
proportion. Other particularly popular subjectsin recent years at AS and A-level are
English language, English literature, business sudies and higory.

Through the tutorid programme, the school makes provision for study skills and the core
skills of communication and application of number. Wider key skills (working with others,
problem solving and improving your own learning) are accredited through the ASDAN
(Award Scheme Development and Accreditation Network) Universities Award and all
students successfully take a course and a test leading to the European Computer Driving
Licence (ECDL). Private study timeiswel structured with students being given increasing
freedom to organize themsdves as they mature and demongtrate commitment to their
dudies. The requirement for adaily act of collective worship is not met, but religious
education is well covered within the school’ s programmes.

The provision for students' persond development isvery good. Many opportunities are
provided for students to develop their spiritua, mora, socia and culturd awareness and the
success of this can be seen in sudents' excdllent attitudes and vaues. Whildt rardy explicit
and not aways planned for, spiritudity is evident in the way in which much teaching
encourages a search for degper meaning and through the celebration of others
achievements. The school has astrong mora and socid code. Active citizenship and
persond development are fostered through the tutoria programme and wider activities, such
asamock trid and participation in the Y outh Parliament. In addition, there are avery good
range of enrichment, extra-curricular and culturd activities, including sport, music, drama,
outdoor pursuits, vists and exchanges. Socid events culminate in the Leavers ball.

The school has recognised that the school’ s success at GCSE has broadened the intake to
the sixth form and encouraged larger numbers to continue with their sudies. Therefore an
ever wider range of courses and provision are being actively considered.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSSTUDENTS?

Assessment

60

61

There are very good procedures for assessment in the sixth form.  Subject teachers
assessments of each student’ s performance are accurate and communicated to the student
verbally and in writing. Teachers have an extensive knowledge of their subjects, and of
examination specifications and requirements. They use this knowledge aongside detalled
assessment of students' work to build a picture of each student’s actual and potentia
performance. Thisinformation is shared with students, so that they are clear about the
criteriaagaingt which they will be assessed and what they need to do to improve. Asa
result, sudents are able to make the best use of their time and learn well.

The school makes good use of collated performance data to monitor sudents progress. It

isanalysed by the director of sixth form and tutors to generate targets for students grades
and to caculate individua students ‘value added’ improvement. The effective andysis of
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data means that individud difficulties are picked up quickly and the appropriate support
provided.

Advice, support and guidance

62

63

65

66

The school provides an outstanding quality of care for its sudents. Despite the fact that the
gxth formislarger than average, it retains afamily aimosphere and students are very well
known to the gaff. Thereisavery strong and well led tutoria team and an impressive
programme of one-to-one tutoring. The increase in the numbers of pupils staying on into the
sxth form, the very good levels of attendance and the commitment students show, both to
their studies and to school activities, are clear indicators of the high opinion students, and
thelr parents, have of the sixth form provison.

The sixth form prospectus provides a clear and very informative guide to the range of
courses and facilities on offer and to the school’ s high expectations of its students. Year 11
pupils are very well advised about the courses provided (at the schoal, through the
consortium arrangements and elsewhere) and receive sendtive guidance as to the best
options for them.

The qudity of careis evident in the thoughtful way students are eased in to the different
demands of sixth form study, which helps to ensure that they develop successfully the skills
of managing their time and work load. Students entering the sixth form know that they will
be chased if their standards of work, effort or attendance dip below the expected high
gandards. They appreciate this, understanding that their teachers are committed to helping
them achieve their best. One example of this care for the future success of sudentsis
shown by the system of earning home study in Y ear 12: teachers ensure that students have
developed very good study management skills before permitting them to work off Ste.

Excdlent careers advice is provided in avariety of ways. Students are encouraged to
access awide range of information about careers and further and higher education, using the
Internet as well asthe excdlent resourcesin the school library. Specidist careers adviceis
available on request. Students attend conferences and open days, and have the opportunity
to find out about modern apprentice schemes. The links, and subsequent programmes and
vigts, established with higher education are particularly impressive, and are an important
contribution in raising students' aspirations beyond local education and employment.
Parents are invited to a careers day and the school holds meetings for parents a which
adviceis given on the financid and other implications of undertaking university courses.

The systemsin place to monitor attendance are excdlent. A particular strength is the way
that the attendance of students at the other ingtitutions within the consortium is
communicated to the school, so that staff know about any unexplained absences on the day
they occur.
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HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTSAND
STUDENTS?

67

68

Parents and students hold the school in very high regard. Throughout the sudents' timein
the sixth form, teachers build on the very good rel ationships they have dready established
with parents and students, nearly dl of whom join the sixth form from Year 11 in the schooal.
Theinformation provided for parents, including the written reports, is of aconsstently very
high qudity. This enables parents to support students at home and to help them make
informed choices about thar future.

There is aculture of respect and partnership between staff and students. Students fedl
vaued and that their views are given careful condderation. They speak highly of the ‘open-
door’ approach of dl staff and, with very few exceptions, are of the opinion that they have
no regrets about their choice of sixth form education.

HOW WELL ISTHE SXTH FORM LED AND MANAGED?

L eader ship and management

69
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Both the leadership and management of the sixth form are excdlent. Whist the director of
the sixth form has the centra role, leadership and management are shared by senior and
middle managers and are characterised by very effective teamwork and clear
respongbilities. Staff and governors have aclear vison for an inclusive sixth form providing
opportunitiesfor al. The stated aim isto alow ‘ sudents to develop their own style and
individudity, to take respongibility for the organization of their studies and to make effective
use of their time within the strong framework of the sixth form’. Thisaim is reflected in the
breadth of the curriculum, the wide range of students accepted on to sixth form courses, the
extensive programme of enrichment and extra-curricular opportunities and the quality of
pastora care. The vaues of the whole school are dso very evident in the work of the sixth
form. Thereisapostive climate of guidance and support. The students are able to mature
and take advantage of the wide range of opportunities open to them. There are excdllent
relationships, both amongst students and between teachers and students.

Subject management is generdly very good. The inspection did not include a detailed study
of the leadership and management of individua subjects up to 16 and not al subjects were
ingpected in the sixth form, so it is not possible to provide a complete description of middle
management. However, dl of the available evidence supports a conclusion that subject
leaders are clear about their respongbility for pupil and student achievement and lead and
manage strong teams effectively.

The sixth form provison hasimproved since the last ingpection, and the collaboretive
arrangements with Somervale School and Norton Radstock College have been very
successfully developed. These arrangements have widened the range of courses being
offered, and have resulted in increased participation from the sudentsinthe area. A
leadership group has been set up to oversee thejoint provison, which they manage very
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well. Particularly impressve features are the very effective arrangements for academic and
pastora monitoring which ensure a consstency of provison, care and standards.

The director of sixth form, directly and through a strong team of tutors, dlosdy monitorsthe
students' personal development as well as their work and progress. Students are advised
very clearly about their choice of vocational or academic courses, and are regularly checked
to see how well they are progressing.

The leadership team monitors examination performance, teaching and learning in the Sixth
form closdly as part of their ongoing programme for school improvement. The outcomes of
this monitoring are used to identify strength and weaknesses and to act upon them. For
example, Sgnificant curriculum change has been introduced in some areas where students
were underperforming.

Governors bring va uable management expertise, and are knowledgeable about the strengths
and areas for development of the sixth form. Thereisagovernors group which dso
monitors the collaboretive arrangements with the college and the other schoal in the area.
The school’ s devel opment planning implicitly includes the Sixth form in its priority of
improving teeching and learning.

Resour ces

75

76

The sixth form is successful and cost-effective. It offers very good vaue for money. There
are some variations from year to year, reflecting strategic plans, but generally the cost of the
gxth formis broadly in line with thet part of the school’ sincome that comes fromiit.
Financia resources are deployed well to support teaching, learning and the raising of
gandards. In some cases, subjects with very small entries have been alowed to continue
reflecting the school’ s commitment to meeting individua needs, but these expendve courses
are reviewed on aregular basis. The consortium arrangements have increased efficiency
through shared teaching and provison in some cases. The principles of best value have
been used well and are clearly understood.

The school has been very successful in gaining extra sources of income which have been
used very well to enhance sixth form provison. Specidist accommodetion for the Sixth form
is generdly satisfactory, but the provision of computers for private study is unsatisfactory.
Thelibrary is used extensively, enabling students to work independently outside lessons.
Staffing is very good with well-qudified teachers being carefully deployed. Performance
management and staff devel opment make important contributions to the quaity of sixth form
management and teaching.
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PART E: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE
CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSESIN THE SIXTH FORM

In the ingpection, 13 subjects and courses were ingpected and are reported on in detail. Work in
other subjects and courses was sampled and contributed to the overal picture of teaching and
learning in the schoal.

The table below shows entry and performance information for courses completed in 2002. Nationa
data for 2002 was not available at the time of this inspection.

GCE AS-level courses

Subject Number | % gaininggrades | % gaininggrades | Average point
entered A-E A-B score
School | England | School | England | School | England

Mathematics na na na na na na na
Chemistry 7 85.7 na 14.3 na 54.3 na
Biology 22 86.4 na 45 na 48.2 na
Physics 14 92.9 na 214 na 70 na
Environmental science 3 66.7 na 0 na 46.7 na
Design and technology 3 66.7 na 33.3 na 66.7 na
Graphics 11 90.9 na 45.5 na 78.2 na
Business Studies A 97.1 na 324 na 74.7 na
ICT 13 92.3 na 1.7 na 64.6 na
Physical education 7 100 na 57.1 na 88.6 na
Art 13 100 na 46.2 na 87.7 na
Musc 2 100 na 50 na 100 na
Music Technology 2 100 na 0 na 80 na
Performing Arts 2 100 na 0 na 40 na
Media Studies 11 100 na 0 na 61.8 na
Geography 25 9% na 36 na 784 na
History 24 100 na 29.2 na 76.7 na
Religious Studies 1 100 na 0 na 80 na
Government and politics 1 100 na 100 na 100 na
Sociology 9 100 na 444 na 84.4 na
Psychology 76 974 | wa | 434 | na | 811 | na
English language 37 100 na 514 na 87.6 na
English literature 29 96.6 na 24.1 na 73.8 na
French 10 100 na 30 na 72 na
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German 10 80 na 30 na 66 na
GCE A-level and AVCE courses

Subject Number | % gaininggrades | % gaininggrades | Average point

entered A-E A-B score
School England | School England | School | England

Mathematics 11 82 na 45 na 78.2 na
Chemistry 10 Q0 na 50 na 80 na
Biology 9 89 na 33 na 64.4 na
Physics 6 100 na 33 na 73.3 na
Graphics 6 100 na 3 na 70 na
Business Studies 12 100 na 67 na 95 na
Business VCE 2 100 na 0 na 40 na
ICT 10 0 na 0 na 58 na
ICT VCE 4 50 na 0 na 20 na
Physical education 3 100 na 0 na 60 na
Leisure and Recreation VCE 4 100 na 0 na 70 na
Travel and Tourism VCE 6 100 na 17 na 73.3 na
Hedlth and Socia Care 2 100 na 0 na 80 na
Art 10 100 na 70 na 0 na
Art and Desigh VCE 3 100 na 0 na 80 na
Musc 3 67 na 33 na 60 na
Music Technology 4 100 na 0 na 60 na
Performing Arts 3 100 na 0 na 60 na
Media Studies 5 100 na 40 na 9% na
Geography 9 100 na 0 na 68.9 na
History 8 100 na 50 na 20 na
Religious studies 3 100 na 0 na 73.3 na
Psychology 27 96 na 59 na 88.1 na
English language 15 100 na 13 na 69.3 na
English literature 19 95 na 26 na 77.9 na
French 6 100 na 50 na 80 na
German 6 100 na 50 na 93.3 na
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I ntermediate vocational qualifications

Qualification Noin final % gaining % gaining merit Average point
year qualification distinction

School England | School England | School | England

GNVQ ICT Intermediate 8 63 na 0 na 0 na

SUBJECTS AND COURSES GROUPED IN CURRICULUM AREAS
MATHEMATICSAND SCIENCES

The focus of the ingpection was on mathematics, biology, chemistry and physics.
MATHEMATICS

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in mathematicsisvery good.

Strengths

- The ASand A-leve courses are arranged in away that provides for the needs of awide range
of students.
Theteaching is of high qudlity.
There are very good systems for monitoring students' attainment and making sure they know
how they are progressing.
Students have been able to move onto awide range of higher education courses using their
meathemeatics qudifications, induding some a the highest leve.

Areas for improvement
Teachers need more opportunity to share teaching methods.
Teaching styles need to become more interactive and make more use of ICT.

77 The school offers AS and A-level courses usng modules in pure mathematics, satigtics,
mechanics and decison maths. Pupils of high ability are entered for the Advanced Extenson
Award. The various options are tailored so that entry can be made to either AS-level
mathematics or AS-leve gpplied mathematics. In thisway the school is able to offer
courses for pupils of borderline AS-leve ability aswdl as courses gppropriate for pupils of
high ability. Thereisdso aprogramme of enrichment. Thisis through a programme of
lectures. Some of these are delivered by teachers at the school, and some by university
lecturers. The programme is available dso to neighbouring schools.

78 During this ingpection, five lessons were observed. In addition samples of student’ s work

and detailed data about their performance were examined. A discussion took place with the
head of department and also with a group of students.
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Forming an accurate picture from data as to the performance of pupilsis difficult asthe

2002 nationa dataiis till provisona, and mathematics A-level has changed radically since
2001. In 2001 results were in line with the nationd averages, but a Sgnificantly greater
proportion of the schoal’ s students took the A-level than was the case nationdly. The new
AS-evd that wasfirgt assessed in 2001 was rlatively much more difficult than before. This
harder standard affected the more borderline sudents serioudy, and in 2001 amogt half the
students entered did not reach the pass grades of this part of the course. Following this, a
much reduced cohort took the subject to A-level. Indications are that in 2002 their results
a A-level were abit lessthan, but not far from, nationd averages. The school is adapting to
this changed stuation by entering some students for gpplied mathematics at AS-leve, which
will be more suitable for those who find the norma mathematics option too hard. The
scrutiny of pupils work shows that currently students are making good progress through the
course, compared to ther prior attainment. Students following the mechanics option for
example have good dgebraic skills and are able to solve multi-step problems such as
multipleindagtic particle callisons. Thereis no sgnificant difference between the progress
of maesand femades. In 2002, ten students went on to study numerate degrees, including
mathematics, at university, and some of these at the highest level. Standards have improved
since the last ingpection.

Teaching is of high quaity. Someisexcelent. The subject knowledge of al the teachersis
very good. Inthe best lessons, teachers plan carefully and use precise language and insst
on high standards of accuracy from the sudents. The teaching is dso highly interactive and
builds on students’ ideas and understanding. In an excellent lesson on the chain rule for
differentiation students were encouraged to take alead in developing a method for the
exponentia function. The teacher was able to show how thiswould develop, and also show
the more conventiona, sandard method. The students were then rapidly chalenged to use
the technique to find the characterigtics of a particular function. Thereis some good use of
ICT, for example to explore trigonometric functions and the gradients of the logarithmic and
exponentia functions, but it is under used and o some learning opportunities are missed.
Mathematics classrooms in generd lack either computer projected display or OHP
graphical calculators, and this makesit hard for teachersto use ICT on an everyday basis.
Many classrooms are however equipped with video players, and these, for example,
enabled an effective demondration of the consarvation of momentum with snooker balls.
Students respond to the teaching with an enthusasm for the subject. They work hard and
are pleased with their achievement in what they know is adifficult but rewarding subject.
While the very best teaching follows a very interactive style, in other classes the use of open
questionsis limited, and this reduces the level of active thinking by the students.

Students are tested at regular intervals. These results are collated in the department.
Students are made aware of their predicted grade, their target grade and their current
progress. Reports to parents make thisinformation clear also. In addition students receive
good feedback from their teachers on a day-to-day basis from the marking of their
homework. These processes are very effective in enabling students to know how they are
progressing, and in informing their teachers as to how they can help them to improve,
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82 The leadership and management of the department are very good. The head of department
monitors teaching and students' progress. He is aware of the strengths and areas for
development of the department. Good use is made of opportunities for professiona
development to widen the capacity of teachers.

CHEMISTRY

Overdl, the quality of provison in chemidiry isgood.

Str

engths
Teaching and learning are good.
Teachers have good subject knowledge.
The subject iswell led.
Very good relationships exist between students and teachers.
There are good links with indugtry.

Areas for improvement

To continue to develop resources and approaches to support effective learning at AS-leve,
particularly for those students starting the course with lower grades from GCSE.

83

85
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Chemidry istaken at A and AS-levels. Both coursesfollow the Sdters chemisiry course,
which was introduced in 2000. The specification is organised into 13 teaching units, with six
inthe AS course and seven in the A-level course. The Salters gpproach isto emphasse the
ways chemigtry is gpplied and the work that chemists do. The specification dlows key
coneepts to be introduced gradually and to be revisited in later units. During the ingpection,
two Year 12 and two Y ear 13 lessons were observed, course notes were sampled and
members of staff and students interviewed.

Reaults at A-level in 2002 showed a significant improvement over those of 2001, and were
above the nationd average. The percentage gaining grades A and B was consderably
above average and, in generd, students have done as well in chemistry asthey havein ther
other subjects. The ‘value added” measure comparing students average GCSE
performance with their A-level results shows that most students are making the expected
progress. Attainment of femae sudents is significantly higher than that of maes, but their
GCSE average grades are generdly higher on entry to the course.

Reaultsin the new ASevel examination in 2001 werein line with the nationd figures. As
with A-levd, verified AS-level subject results and national comparisons for 2002 were not
available at the time of the ingpection, so adegree of caution must be observed when
andysing the schodl’ sresults. Aninitid andyss of the 2002 results shows that the results
have dropped and are below the 2001 national figures; athough subsequent module retakes
have amost closed the gap.

Standards of work seen during the ingpection were above the nationd average for sudents
at those stages of their courses. Students have agood leve of knowledge and
understanding of underlying chemica concepts and skills, and dso of the indudtrid links and
the wider use of chemigtry in society asawhole. For example, Year 12 students are able to
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demondtrate effective practica skills through the extraction of aspirin from wintergreen. In
Year 13, sudents are able to identify the key reactions in the production of penicillin through
the use of molecular modds. All work sampled contained good examples of the effective
useof ICT.

The quality of teaching isgood. In lessons seen, it was never less than good, and some
observed was very good. Students achieve as well asthey do in lessons because of
effective teaching which is underpinned by the use of arange of activities clearly focused on
their learning. Notes are well presented and organised, reflecting the quality of advice on
study skills given by teachers and by that contained in the Salters course materids.

Teachers are well qudified, have very good subject knowledge, and have attended
appropriate training to support the teaching of the Salters course. Lessons are characterised
by good pace and challenge, and the effective use of arange of gpproaches and Strategies
appropriate to the subject matter. Lessons have clear objectives, and students have a good
knowledge of what is required of them and what standards they should be working a&. The
flexibility within the Saters course dlows teachers to revigt difficult topics to consolidate
sudents learning. Both the latter points are seen as key strengths by students taking the
subject, and these help to underpin high levels of interest and motivation in the subject.
Redationships are very good and conducive to effective teaching and learning. The qudity of
both ongoing and forma assessment is good.

The leadership and management of the subject are good. The department has seen
consderable changesin personnel in recent years, and the leadership of chemistry within the
school has been shared between two new, but increasingly experienced members of staff.
Under their guidance, considerable progress has been made in embedding the Salters course
and anew scheme of work has been introduced to support the published course materials.
An effective assessment system has been put in place, and students' progressis particularly
closely monitored during the first few units after sarting the AS-level course. Indudtry links
have been established, including access to the expertise and apparatus of a nearby
electrographic firm. A revison courseis offered at Easter. The result of these initiativesis
that standards of teaching and learning are continuing to improve, as are levels of attainment
a A-level. The numbers opting for AS-level chemistry have dso increased (21 currently in
Y ear 12), including some with relaively low grades from their GCSE examinations. A key
chdlenge to the department will be the continued production of differentiated resources and
approaches to support effective learning for dl students, particularly those with lower
darting points.

BIOLOGY

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in biology is good.
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Strr

engths
Teaching is good.
Teachers have good subject knowledge.
The subject iswdll led.
Relationshi ps between students and teachers are very good.

Areas for improvement

To continue to develop strategies for improving achievement of those of lower prior attainment,
epecidly a ASlevd.
To condder Strategies to support transition from GCSE to A-leve.

89
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93

Biology and human biology courses are taken at A and AS-levels. Although the biology and
human biology courses are run in separate setsin Year 12 and Year 13, they have ahigh
degree of common content. Modules 1, 2 and 3 are common a AS-level, with the main
difference being found in module 2 where work on plant biology is substituted by that
relating to humans. An assessed coursework element isfound in module 3. A further three
modules are taken at A-levd, with modules 4, 5 and 6 being common; the latter module
conssting of the synoptic exam and additiona assessed coursework. 1n human biology the
plant work found in module 5 is again replaced by material more relevant to the course.

During the ingpection, one Year 12 and two Y ear 13 lessons were observed, course notes
were sampled and members of staff and students interviewed. Due to the nature of overlap
between the biology and human biology specifications, the results from both courses are
combined together for the following andlyss.

The passrate a A-leve wasin line with the nationa figurein 2002, and above it in 2001. In
2002 the percentage gaining higher grades A and B was dightly above average. Vdue-
added andlys's shows that those with high prior attainment achieved well in 2002, whilst
those with lower prior attainment performed less well than expected. The performance of
femde sudentsis sgnificantly higher than that of maes, athough femades dso dart the
subject with amuch higher average GCSE grade. The results from femaes are broadly in
line with those achieved in thair other subjects, whilst mae students achieve dightly lesswell.
Asfar more femaes take biology than maes, these comparisons must be taken with a
considerable degree of caution due to the smal cohort size.

Many more students take the subject at AS-level than at A-level. In 2001, AS-leve results
were well below the nationd figures, and dmost haf the students recorded unclassified
grades. Aswith A-leve, verified AS-|levd subject results and national comparisons for
2002 were not available at the time of ingpection. However, an initid andysis of the 2002
results based on 22 candidates, shows that whilst results have improved dightly they are lill
below the 2001 nationa averages. No unclassified results were recorded, although the
magjority of students gained either grades D or E. Subsequent module retakes have
improved the results dightly.

Standards of work seen during the ingpection were above the nationd average for students
at those stages of their courses. Students have agood leve of knowledge and
understanding of underlying biologica concepts and principles. In Year 13 for example,
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sudents were able to identify links between photosynthesis and topics found in other
modules of the course; an essentia skill for successin the synoptic paper. In Year 12,
students were able to use arange of apparatus, including pooters, could construct pyramids
of numbers and biomass and explain the principles underlying them. Notes are well
presented and organised, and al the work sampled contained good examples of effective
ICT use.

The successful introduction of the new A-level and AS-level specifications has resulted in a
large increase in students opting for biology/human biology, particularly &t AS-levd. A
number of these students are taking the subject as afourth AS-level and will subsequently
dropit a theend of Year 12. A number aretaking it asthe only science amongst their Year
12 options. Also an increasing number are opting for the subject having gained grades CC
from the foundation tier at GCSE. The department has put in place arange of strategiesto
cope with the increasing numbers of students and the widening ability range. These include
the development of schemes of work for different abilities which will eventualy cover dl
modules; the use of revison materids for less able students prior to starting the course;
additionad monitoring of students after commencing the course; and provision for weekly and
Eadter revison courses. Aninitia evauation isthat these gpproaches are having a positive
effect on the levels of attainment achieved. The department aso recognisesthat thereisa
considerable gap between the leve of difficulty at GCSE and at ASevd. In paticular,
Sudents of dl ahilities find module one taxing, and sirategies to support better trangtion
should be considered further.

The quality of teaching is good overal, and some observed was very good. Teachers have
good subject knowledge, are well qualified and approach teaching with consderable
enthusiasm. Lessons are characterised by good pace and chdlenge, and arange of
drategies are used to support teaching and learning across the ability range. Lesson
objectives are clearly identified, and management of students and resourcesisgood. The
quality of both ongoing and formal assessment isgood. The relationship between students
and teachersis very good, and students approach learning with considerable interest and
commitmen.

The leadership and management of the subject are good. In recent years there has been a
large turnover of staff, and the current department has a high proportion of teachers who
joined the school as newly qualified teachers (NQTS) in the last two to three years. Their
induction has been very successful and they are making a vauable contribution to the
development of the subject.

PHYSICS

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in physicsis good.

Strengths

Excdlent rdationships underpin effective learning.
Teaching and subject management are good.
Assessment and monitoring ensure that students effectively address areas for improvement.
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Good use is made of ICT and other resources.

Aresas for improvement

Increasing the range of teaching and learning styles.
Maintaining the pace of learning in some lessons.
Making the subject more attractive to female sudents.
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Physcsisstudied to AS-levd in Year 12 and to A-level by those students who continue to
Sudy the subject in Year 13. The numbers of students studying A-level physics has steadily
increased over the last three years. The number of students studying the subject to AS-leve
has increased from eight in 2001 to 14 in the current academic year. It isexpected that 18
will start the course in September 2003. During this period the entry has been
predominantly of male students and, athough the very low proportion of femae studentsis
congstent with nationa average, the department is seeking to improve the baance in
recruitment and reduce the variability in the attainment of male and femae sudents. 1n 2002
the department adopted Sdlters physics and this provides examples of gpplications of
principlesin contexts of interest to al students. Students receive guidance from their
teachersin Year 11 relaing to embarking on the A-level course. This helps to ensure that
students gptitudes and interests are matched to the challenges of the course and that they
both enjoy their learning and succeed in assessments. The department is looking to improve
further the quality of marketing and guidance provided to al Year 11 pupils and to raise their
awareness of career options which are enhanced through the study of physicsto AS and A-
leve. Inthelast three years some students have continued on from their A-level sudiesto
read physics and physics-reated degrees ranging from astrophysics and engineering to
robotics and computer science.

Teaching was observed at both AS and A-level. Students' coursework was evaluated and
discussons were held with gaff and sudents. Students' views on teaching and their learning
were also obtained from arecent survey conducted by the department. Examination results
from recent years and an anadysis of the progress of students studying AS-level and A-leve
physics were aso evauated.

A-levd results have improved over the last three years from an average point score of 1.8 in
2000, to 2.7 in 2002. The numbers taking the subject are too smdl to dlow ardliable
national comparison. All A-level candidates achieved at least the minimum pass grade in
2002. Thefull range of appropriate prior attainment is represented in the groups of students
which gtart the course and this was reflected in the full range of grades achieved by students
a ASlevel in 2001 and 2002. The mgority of students make progress at arate whichis
comparable with the nationa average. The department is developing Strategies to ensure
that al candidates achieve at least the minimum pass grade at AS-level. The mgority of
students who retake AS module tests improve their grade.

Standards seen in lessons during the ingpection were in line with those found netionaly at
AS-leve and dightly above at A-leve for sudents at those stages of their courses.
Coursework is of a consgently high quality and overdl attainment is above the nationa
average. Thisis because:
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the provison of awide range of imaginative and interesting project topics enables
students to choose two which are personaly motivating;

very effective technical support ensures that students use gpparatus and materias which
are well matched to tasks; and

focusad formative assessment indicates clearly what students need to do to improve
ther initid findings and reports.

Additionally, students assessed visit reports benefit from avigt to aloca thestre which
provides both inspiration and awedlth of interesting contexts in which physics principles are

applied.

The relationship between students and teachersis excellent and ensures that students tackle
work with confidence and respond positively to the high expectations of teachers.
Demondtrations seize sudents attention and, coupled with focused questioning, promote
high order thinking. For example, adetailed computer image of a human foetus was used to
prompt discussion which developed students' understanding of the behaviour of ultrasound
waves asthey travel through media of different dengties. Hypotheses arisng from aclass
discussion exploring the correction of defectsin vison were empiricaly tested by using
lensesto focus light into aflask of fluorescent liquid. This vividly modeled imaging
processes in the human eye. 1CT was used effectively to determine the Doppler frequency
shift of sound from abuzzer swirling around in the laboratory, and hence the speed of sound
in ar was cdculated with impressive accuracy. Teechers fascination with topics and
enthusiasm for the subject motivates students and helps to make the learning memorable.
Many opportunities are provided for students to work collaboratively and to learn from one
another. A wide range of imagindtive learning opportunities effectively supports sudents
assessed coursework.  Thisis motivating and boogts overal atainment. Technica provison
ensures that students have the gpparatus needed to successfully tackle investigations.
Teachers further support students' visit to the Colston Thestre by providing structured texts
which indicate how awide range of topics can be explored during the visit. Text books are
of high quaity and provide an abundance of interesting examples of how principles are
applied in practice. These help students to understand underlying abstract concepts.

Teaching benefits from a coherent team approach and good subject leadership. Strategic
decisions are based on sound analyses of performance information. Assessment and
monitoring are strengths of the department and they bolster students progress. Regular
feedback is provided to students from thoroughly marked homeworks, end of topic test
results, and formatively assessed coursework. This enables individuals to efficiently address
weaknesses in their understanding and skills. Standards in coursework, for example, are
boosted through students drafting and redrafting reportsin the light of congtructive and
diagnostic comments by their teecher. Teachers guidance ensures that the mgority of
students who resit module testsimprove their grades. Resources to support revison are
comprehensive, carefully organised and effectively support students preparation for the fina
A-leve examination. High attaining students achieve highly on past paper questions partly
because they are proactive in seeking out information and devise successful approachesto
problem solving.
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BUSINESS

The focus of the ingpection was on business sudies.

BUSINESS STUDIES

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in Business Studiesisvery good.

Strengths
- Achievement at ASleve and A-leve isvery good in relation to prior attainment.
The qudlity of teaching and support for individua studentsis very good.
Students’ attitudes and the quality of relationships are good.
Students understanding of their own progress and the requirements of examinations are well
developed.
Thereis effective use of arange of teaching resources.

Areas for Improvement
The provison of a more suitable learning environment for some groups.
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The subject istaught at AS-level and A-level and at AVCE. AS-levd unitsinclude
marketing and finance, managing people and externd influences on busness. Additiond
units to make up the A-level qualification include production, a coursework task and an
overarching module bringing together al dements of business gudies. During the period of
inspection al AS-level and A-leve teaching groups were observed, discussions took place
with students and teaching staff and students work was scrutinised. A very smal number of
students are completing the fina year of their advanced vocationa business studies course
but they were not observed in the course of the ingpection.

Recent results a both AS-leve and A-level are higher then the nationd average in business
dudies. Levesof attainment are even more significant when viewed againg the sudents
garting points. On average, advanced level students achieve over agrade higher than
sudentsin the rest of the country. Some students achieve even more than thisand on
average boys achieve aswell as girls. Asameasure of improvement based on sudents
overal performance in GCSE, ‘value added’ hasincreased over the past three years. The
popularity of this option reflects the success which students experience.

These high sandards of attainment were mirrored in the quaity of work seen during the

ingpection. Students are confident in their use of business concepts and their application to
the red world; they take pride in using and applying the correct business terminology.
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All the teaching seen during the period of ingpection was very good and some of it was
outstanding. Teachers have very good command of their subject. The range of teaching
strategies and resources they use enable students to stay engaged and on task for sustained
periods and to use and apply key concepts appropriately and in arange of contexts. The
range of teaching styles aso dlows support for individua students, opportunity for
independent learning and for group tasks. I1n such an atmosphere, students learn well, and
relationships and attitudes to learning are mature. Considerable emphasisis placed upon
correct terminology and upon the assessment criteria used in examinaions. Hence, verba
feedback in class and written comments on work keep students constantly aware of what
they need to do to achieve success. Students fully understand and appreciate this focus.

The department iswell led. Students' attitudes to the subject mirror the commitment and
kills of the department. The course is well matched to students' needs. However, forma
documentation reflecting departmenta planning and policy is & an early stage of
development. All students have an up-to-date and suitable text book as well as accessto
case study materia and internet and ICT resources. Students enjoy the opportunity to
extend their learning by participation in the real world of business such as Proshare, a
nationa competition based on the Stock Exchange. The dedicated business sudies areais
well suited to the needs of smdler groups but much teaching takes place in ageing mobile
classrooms which do not provide a suitable environment to model business practice.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

109

The focus of the ingpection was on information communication technology (ICT) a AS-
levd, A-level and AVCE. The school dso offers Intermediate GNVQ in ICT in Year 12
and al sxth form students are expected to complete the European Computer Driving
Licence (ECDL). No lessonsin these subjects were sampled during the ingpection week.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in information and communication technology (ICT) isvery good.

Strengths
- Specidig gaff have very good subject knowledge and provide high levels of individua support
and guidance.
The leadership and management of the subject are very good.
Students’ attitudes to learning are very good.
The use of assessment in coursework and procedures to monitor sudents' targets are good.

Aress for improvement

Further extending the range of contexts students use to develop their ICT understanding.

110

The school offers ICT at AS-leve, A-level and AVCE to Years 12 and 13.
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Overdl ICT Results are broadly in line with nationa averages, but detailed comparisons are
difficult as there has been a change of emphasis recently away from Computer Science
towards ICT. Results achieved cover the full spectrum and compare well with results
obtained by studentsin their other subjects. Students make good progress from their
different starting points. Thereis asteady increase in the number of students choosing ICT
as an examination subject in the sixth form. The mgority of sudents are male, but thereis
no sgnificant difference in atainment by gender. Students with particular needs are well
supported during lessons and achieve results appropriate to their ability.

The quality of students work seen in lessons and in their foldersis at least average and is
often high in comparison to that seen nationally. Students are confident and show
understanding of many complex activities including crestion of macros, lookup tables and
programming routinesin visud basic. More able students make informed choices regarding
software used for the project work and can explain why the choice was made. Students are
able to talk about their work in the context of their learning but are less sure when extended
to other red lifeissues.

Overdl teaching isgood. Students benefit from enthusiastic and knowledgeable staff. Good
relationships and support taillored to individua needs creste an effective climate for teaching
and learning. Good use of class and individua questions checks students understanding
and ability to recall information. In one Year 13 lesson the use of aides memoires such as
‘SMART planning’, followed by discussion to identify the advantages/di sadvantages of
centralised/de-centraised control systems, enabled students to check their knowledge and
understanding. Asaresult of good teaching and relationships, students’ attitudes are good.
They work independently during lessons but are good a helping each other when necessary.
Thisis further facilitated by smal group sze, typicdly seven to eight sudents. Students
vaue the opportunity to continue their work a home or e sewhere using the internet

The leadership and management of the subject are very good. The recently appointed
director of ICT has made a number of changes that have had a positive impact on
dandards. All saff have clear roles and responsibilities and work well asateam. Thereis
programme for monitoring teaching and learning linked to performance management. ICT is
included in the school improvement plan and there are a number of planned developments.
At the time of the ingpection, the range of contexts used to develop ICT understanding seen
inlessons and in students' folders was limited, and was Smilar in dl courses. However, the
school isworking hard to develop contacts with outside organisations to widen students
experience, including aweb design company and a supermarket chain.

HOSPITALITY, SPORTS, LEISURE AND TRAVEL

The focus of the ingpection was on travel and tourism.

The school aso offersan AVCE in leisure and recregtion. Provison in leisure and recregtion is very
good. Students often start this course with lower than average points at GCSE, but make good
progress to achieve standards that are above expectations. Two lessons were observed in leisure
and recrestion, teaching in one lesson was excdlent and in the other lesson it was good. Excellent
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teaching included a well-structured sequence of activities and differentiated support enabling
students to acquire knowledge and understanding of questionnaire design. Marking is congtructive
and informative and students know clearly how to improve. There is positive encouragement for
sudentsto use ICT in al lessons both for research and word processing, leading to wider
knowledge and very high standards of presentation.

TRAVEL AND TOURISM

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in Travel and Tourismisvery good.

Strengths

- Standards of achievement are very good with many students achieving beyond expectations
based on their earlier work.
The positive attitudes of students hel ps them to reach higher tandards.
The very good, and often excellent, teaching provides a very strong foundation to learning.
Marking and assessment of work are excdlent, and students clearly know how to improve.
Shared management for the provision of teaching and learning across the consortium is very
good.

Areas for improvement
No sgnificant issues for improvement were identified by the ingpection. The school has a clear
agenda for continuous devel opment.

115 The AVCE in Trave and Tourism istaught jointly between the school and the loca college
of further education. The courseis popular, particularly with femae students.

116  Standards are above average, and students achieve very well, particularly given their
reaively low starting pointsin terms of overdl GCSE performance. For example, in 2002
results in examinations were above the predicted grades based on students' prior GCSE
attainment.

117  Current students are making very good progress. InYear 12, sudents benefit from arange
of activities designed to help them recal and consolidate their knowledge, making very good
progress a the start of their revison programme. In the second year of the course, sudents
have an excellent understanding of the course' s assessment criteria and use thiswell to work
independently. With support from their teachersin tutorials they identify how to build on
their early work to reach higher sandards. The mgjority of studentsin Year 13 are
achieving higher levels than might be anticipated based on their prior GCSE attainment. In
discussions with teachers, students are confident and clarify points to aid their understanding.
All coursawork is presented to high standards using ICT, and students select relevant
images to enhance the text. Notebooks are neat, and students take obvious pridein all
aspects of their work. Students are highly motivated and have postive attitudes. They
sugtain their effort in class, are atentive to their teachers, and this results in higher standards.
Students say that the course is hard work, but their obvious enjoyment in lessons, and the
quality of teaching on both sites by experienced specidigts, help them to overcome
problems.
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Teaching is at least very good and often excellent, and students learn very well as a result.
Lessons are well planned, with arange of timed activities, and these motivate students,
epecidly in the revision programme. Teachers specialisms, experience in the travel and
tourism industry and enthusiasm for the subject, are used very well to provide rdlevant and
gimulating contexts for learning. Marking and the assessment of students performance are
of high qudity. The provison for individud tutoriasis excellent. Teachers know the
capabilities of the students, and the regular individual reviews of work ensure that each
student clearly knows how to use the course' s assessment criteria to improve work.

Leadership and management are very good. A particular festureisthe highly effective way
in which responghbility is shared across the two inditutions, with regular meetings to discuss
concerns and developments. Target setting for individua studentsis well established and
highly motivating. The tracking of sudents progress is excdlent, showing ongoing
achievement, and target points needed for specific grades. Procedures for lesson
preparation and assessment are standardised, and internd verification procedures ensure
that assessment are congstently applied by al teachers from both inditutions. Students have
their own textbook and have access to the very good resources in the college library, while
resources in school are continuing to develop. ICT and the schoal intranet is used well by
students to access al course materias, and they carry out further research on the internet in
order to increase their knowledge of developmentsin tourism.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

The focus of the ingpection was on health and socid care.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in hedlth and socid careis good.

Strengths
- Overdl management of the course a the college is very good.
The resultsin 2002 by students were higher than expected from their earlier GCSE

performance.

There are very good procedures for the welfare of students whilst on work placements and
vigts
The tutorid system and procedures for marking and assessment promote high standards.

Aress for improvement

Currently, aminority of sudents are having difficulty in adjusting to independent learning styles,
resulting in lower than expected unit results and some loss of motivation.

The lack of resources in the schoal library inhibits research during persond study periods.

120

The course is taught at the local college of further education. The three-unit AV CE course
in hedth and socid careistaught in Year 12. There are arrangements for Sudentsto
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progress to another three unitsin Year 13, dthough at present there are no Year 13
students.

121  Standards of achievement have been very high. 1n 2002, resultsin the three-unit course
(ASleve) were well above the nationa median. They were above expectations based on
earlier GCSE performance for the students, who entered the course with average GCSE
points lower than for other 6th form courses.

122 Standards of work seen during the inspection were varigble. Students are encouraged to
work independently and this has proved to be successful for the highest ataining students
who are achieving above their target grades. They are reviewing their communication skills
after taking part in group activities on hedth-related issues with younger students. They use
their knowledge of the assessment criteriavery well, listen to comments of their teachers
during tutorid sessions, and identify what can be done to improve the standards of their
work further. In contrast, asmal number of students are having difficulty in adapting to the
change in teaching styles and the less imposed structure they have previoudy experienced.
These differences are reflected in students' attitudes to the course and this has a positive or
negeative impact on their current progress.

123  Insufficient teaching was seen during the ingpection to make a direct judgement on its overal
qudity. Teachers have very good knowledge of the subject, and the course' s assessment
criteria. Tutoria sessions are used very well to discuss with students their coursawork in
progress, and teachers use their strong counsdlling skills to negotiate new learning targets
with rdluctant learners. Their use of praise builds the confidence of higher-attaining students,
and their clear guidance about what needs to be done promotes high achievement.

Teachers have recognised the need to provide greater structure for some students who find

independent learning difficult.

124  Leadership and management of the course are very good. The subject documentation,
schemes of work, lesson plans and teaching materials are prepared to very high standards.
Assessment procedures and formative review of work through the tutorid system are very
good and congtructive comments help most students to improve standards.  There are many
links with the care professons and severd students are consdering further training for
careers within the care sector. Procedures for the welfare of students whilst on work
experience and vidts are very good, and the subject |leader selects only those placements
which dlow studentsto learn from the best practice. Students have access to the very good
resources provided by the college and have their own textbook. However, there are no
health and socid care textsin the schodl library for use during privete sudy.

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTSAND MEDIA
The focus of the ingpection was on art and design. The school aso offers advanced coursesin

music, music technology and media studies. No lessons in these subjects at advanced level were
seen during the ingpection week
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ART AND DESIGN

Overdl the provison for art and design isvery good.

Strengths

Examination results are consistently good.
Students have very positive atitudes to the subject.

The qudlity of the teaching is very good.

L eadership and management are very good.

Areas for improvement

Making the subject more attractive to mae students.
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Students study for the fine art option of the AS-leve and A-levd examinations and afew for
the AVCE single award in art and design. All courses cover awide range of media and
gpproaches, with the AV CE concentrating on more vocationa projects. The numbers
taking the subject have been quite constant at around 15 students a year,

The overdl sandardsin art and design are high and have been rising steedily over the past
three years. 1n 2002, 13 studentstook the A-level examination, al passed, and two thirds
ganed A or B grades. Thisiswell above the nationa average. The A-level sudents did
dightly better in their examinationsin 2002 than could have been predicted on the basis of
their overdl GCSE results. Sixteen students took the AS-leve last year, again al passed,
with haf gaining grades A or B. These results were dso above the nationd average, and
they achieved satisfactory grades consdering their GCSE results. Eleven out of the 16 who
took AS-leve are sudying for A-level and are progressing well. They have extended their
work and raised their standards to above those typically found. Three students completed
ther AVCE course lagt year, dl gaining grade C, which isin line with the nationd picture.
There are now four studentsin each of Years 12 and 13 completing this course, and dl are
achieving standards in line with what would be expected of sudents at this stage.

The standards of work seenin lessonsare high. The Year 13 students are now completing
their persona studies and preparing the examination piece in consultation with their teachers.
They are reviewing their research for the examination perceptively and are being prepared
very well to develop individua approaches and responses. The completed projects from
thisyear’ s A-levdl examination course show that the sudents are using their strengthsin
research and independent study to produce very good persona studies, many based on their
own experiences. They are of high quality, well presented and most show persona
involvement and a mature approach. They use ICT skills very well to present their work.
The Year 13 sudents' research in their visud journadsis very good. It shows evidence of a
developing persond interest in drawing and painting, and good research and experiment in
processes and materids. Much work displayed in the sudiosis on alarge scde, usng a
wide range of two- and three-dimensional media, with lively colour and texture. The Year
13 students studying for the AV CE are completing interesting and stimulating work, often
linked to live projects such as muras for adoctors surgery, science laboratories or the
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school dramaproduction. Their work is of a satisfactory standard, and uses awide variety
of media

128  The Year 12 sudents are sustaining the pace and challenge from their GCSE courses. They
can talk about their intentions and the way their work has developed with confidence. They
dl ligen atentively to the comments of the teachers and they contribute well to reviews and
criticisms of work. The detailed analysis and marking of the projects, and the setting of
targets, give them aclear understanding of the requirements of the examination and a
perspective of the standards expected. They are developing personal approaches asthey
experiment and develop their own styles through their sketchbooks. The recently completed
large-scale collages and paintings are adventurous and powerful, and are agood
introduction to the techniques needed on the course. All the students on both the AS and
A-leve courses are femde. The AV CE has some males on the courses. A higher
proportion of males have stated an intention to take art and design next yesr.

129  Tesching seen was very good overdl. Planning and preparation are very clear and well
focused on the students' needs and the examination specification. The teaching methods are
very good, with challenging exercises, comments and questions. Thisis particularly evident
during the regular reviews of examination work which are aimed at increasing the sudents
capacity for independent study. The teachers work well together where they share groups,
keeping adiary of work and progress. The use of sketchbooks has been encouraged, and
sudents basic skills are reinforced to ensure a firm foundation for future development.
Assessment is very good and provides clear information to students about their progress
towards specific grades. Progress reports are discussed with the students and regularly
updated. The teachers know the strengths and weaknesses of their students very well and
are able to challenge and support them very effectively. Students are responding positively.
They co-operate very wdl, and come in to the art studios to work and continue with
projectsin their own time. The AVCE courseiswdl structured. Projects are carefully
developed and bring acommercid perspective to the work where possible,

130 Thequality of leadership and management isvery good. The head of art and designisalso
the head of the arts faculty including music and drama. Planning iswell consdered, and the
schemes of work are relevant and regularly adapted to the students needs. Examples of
gxth form students' work are displayed in art and design studios and in the hall, including
details of arecent trip to Paris. They are stimulating and chalenging the younger pupilsto
extend their work and improve their sandards. There is avery extensve range of resources
and equipment, including ICT, that is used very well to raise sandards. The
accommodation has improved substantially since the previous inspection. Thereis good
technical support for tasks such as preparation, kiln firing and keeping a very effective
information display in the entrance.

HUMANITIES

The focus of the ingpection was on history and psychology. The school aso offers advanced
courses in geography, palitics, reigious sudies and sociology.
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HISTORY

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in higory isvery good.

Strengths
- The conagently high standards of work and of attainment.
The levels of knowledge and understanding shown by students.

Students confidence in discussions, and their enjoyment of the subject.

The very good quality of teaching. Attitudes to the subject are grestly encouraged by the

positive rel ationships between teachers and students.

The increasing popularity of the subject.
- Thevery good leadership of the subject.
Aress for improvement

Further development of gpproaches and resources to support the wider ability range of students

following the subject.
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Y ear 12 students study three modules relating to British and European history from about
1850 to 1950, and they are examined to AS-level standard. Year 13 students take a
further three modulesin working towards afull A-level awvard. Four lessons were observed
during the ingpection, in addition to scrutiny of students' work and discussions with students
and with the head and members of the department.

In 2001 and 2002, al sudents at AS and A-level achieved grades which were between A
and E, maintaining very good levels of performance within the subject and a 100% pass
rate. Results achieved by each group have been consistently above national averages,
including the higher A and B grades awarded. The ‘value added’ from the students
average GCSE performanceis at least good in most cases. Thisleve of performance within
history has been sustained during a period of increasing student numbers and a widening of
the ability range of entrants to the subject.

In both Years 12 and 13, work in lessons, notes and essays show that standards being
achieved by students are congstently reaching what is required at the present stages of their
courses. Both mae and femae students display very good knowledge and understanding of
the persondlities, generd events and issues of the themes which they are following. Attitudes
are very good or excdlent a al times. High levels of ahility to gppreciate specific issues
from socid, politica and military perspectives are demongtrated. Secure evidence formsthe
basis for reasoned debate. Thiswas seeninaYear 12 lesson working on well produced
materids focusng on the reletive roles played by Hitler and Stdin.  All members of the
group were confident in identifying, interpreting and andysing the significance of the motives
and methods central to their fascist and communist regimes. The structure of the present
course provides extensive opportunities to study societies and individuds, and to make
informed historical judgements from primary and secondary sources.

Evauation of students written work shows mgor development and strengths in thar ills

of andysisand in their use and interpretation of aternative sources of evidence. There are
lively and confident contributionsin class discussions and debates throughout lessons. Some
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sudents have particularly well developed abilitiesto criticaly think around and to evaduate
the judgements of leading observers and historians. This was well demonstrated by Year 13
Sudentsin their consderation of the Generad Election of 1945 and the leadership of the
Labour Party asit established the Welfare State. The enthusiasm in studying individua
topics and issues contributes Sgnificantly to the effectiveness of activities and the work
produced.

Students make very good progressin higory. Thisisin part due to their own commitment,
but is largely the consequence of very good teaching. The subject knowledge and
commitment of teachers and their awareness of possible interpretations of awide range of
sources are & al times particularly evident. Excdllent reationships and engaging humour
enthuse and mativate sudents, raising the pace of work and the quality of learning.
Language, concepts and definitions are carefully developed and effectively utilised.
Questions are used skilfully and to provoke thought. They draw out background knowledge
and support the development of opinions and judgements. The marking of work is very
detailed and thorough, and it is very supportive of further development in the quality of
responses. Teaching succeedsin bringing about a high degree of participation amongst
students, with challenge and feedback at dl points. Speculation about causes and
consequences, and willingness to take risks with judgements, are key dementsin taking
learning forward.

Leadership and management in hitory are very good. The subject leader is arecent
appointment to the school, but he has dready established clear direction and ambitionsin
what was dready a successful department. Effective teaching strategies and strong
relationships continue to be centra to the learning opportunities for sudents. There are
sound policies and schemes of work, with good communications within the department and
with senior managers throughout. The adoption and development of new courses are
continuing to increase the popularity of the subject. Consderable attention isbeing paid to
meaking the environment in which teaching takes place stimulating and &ttractive. Resources
are well chosen and used, and there is appropriate advice and guided access on study and
research opportunities utilisng information and communication technology. There are very
good procedures in relaion to target setting and the monitoring of sudents work. Thereis
apriority commitment to meeting the needs of the wider ability range of students now taking
the subject. The new teaching resources and techniques which continue to be introduced
are centrd to the success of the subject within the school and the achievements of individud
students.

PSYCHOLOGY

Overdl, the qudity of provison in psychology isexcellent.

Strengths

- Psychology isavery popular subject, particularly with femae sudents. Recruitment and
retention rates are excdlent and there is agood record of students progressing to higher
education and employment.
Attainment iswell above the nationd average.
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Students make better progress through Year 12 and 13 than in most schools and typicaly do
better than in their other subjects.

Strengths (contd)
Students like the subject and work hard.
The overd| quality of teaching and learning is very good. The head of department’ s fascination
with the subject is very evident in lessons and infects the students he teaches.

Areasfor improvement

No significant areas for improvement were identified during the inspection process.
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Y ear 12 students follow a course which can lead to an AS-leve qudification. They study
units on socid psychology, biopsychology, atypica behaviour, developmental psychology
and cognitive psychology. The Year 12 course is assessed by written examination. Y ear
13 students complete further units which combine with those studied in Year 12 to form an
A-leve qudification. They study units on socid psychology, comparative psychology,
biopsychology, cognitive psychology, developmental psychology, and atypica behaviour.

Y ear 13 students complete a coursework assignment and a further written examination. The
curriculum is enriched by aresdentid vigt to Birmingham Universty at theend of Year 12
and by outside speakers.

During the ingpection, three lessons and examples of students' work were sampled. There
was a detailed andys's of department documentation and data about examination
performance and a number of discussions with the head of department.

Student achievement in psychology is excdlent. In recent years, resultsin A-leve
examinations have been above the nationa average. In 2001 and 2002, results were well
above the nationd average. Resultsin the unitsthat go towards the new AS-leve
examination in 2001 and 2002 were also very good. In both Year 12 and Year 13,
students have done at least aswell asin their other subjects and, generdly, have done

better. The ‘value added’ from the sudents' average GCSE performance is nearly aways
very good. Itisunusud for sudents of al abilitiesto be awvarded grades that are below
what might be predicted. In the great mgority of cases sSudents grades are sgnificantly
better than these expectations. There is no sgnificant difference between the achievement of
maes and females.

Psychology was not reported on as a separate subject at the time of the last inspection and
S0 it is not possible to make afull comparison. However, the record of examination success
and further growth in student numbers indicates continued improvement on the high
standards already obtained. The subject has been a congstently popular option in the sixth
form with one of the largest entries at A-level. At the time of the inspection, aremarkable
118 students were studying psychology, which is more than haf of the total number of
Sudentsin the sixth form. In the last three years, 12 students have gone on take psychology
courses a university and others have continued with courses or employment which make
use of eements of psychology.

Norton Hill School - 61




141

142

143

The quality of work seen in lessons and students' coursework and folders confirms the
picture from examination results that standards and achievement are very good. Students
understand concepts and theories from different psychologica traditions. They have looked
at agood range of research studies and show an ability to apply their knowledge and
understanding to new contexts. A particular strength is their understanding of research
methodology and of the ethica and empirica issues that arise from psychologica research.

The very high standards in psychology are a direct result of the enormous commitment and
talented teaching of the head of department. His own fascination with the subject is very
evident in lessons and infects the students he teaches. Consequently, students are interested
and involved. Learningisvery good. Teaching is based on an extensive range of
psychologica studies and these are presented through different teaching methods, including
role-play. All of these festures wereillustrated in one particularly good Y ear 12 lesson on
obedience, based on the research studies of Milgram, Bickling and Hofling. The teacher
reconstructed a research study by dividing the class and cregting interview roles. This
captured the students’ interested and was followed up by exposition and the teacher role-
playing with one student. The lesson continued with two very different examples of
obedience — an interview with a soldier who took part inthe My La Massacre and a
video dip from Fawlty Towers showing Basl's rdationship with Sybil. The shift from
pathos to humour was very powerful. The lesson finished with a discussion of the ethica
issues surrounding psychologica research. This very effective repertoire of teaching styles
and resources led to very good learning.

Psychology is very well led and managed. The great mgority of the teaching is undertaken
by the head of department, but a carefully considered scheme of work, which ensuresa
clear progression throughout Year 12 and Year 13, provides guidance for others. Available
resources have been used well and there isimaginative employment of awide range of
source materid.

ENGLISH, LANGUAGESAND COMMUNICATION

The focus of the ingpection was on English language and literature and French. Work in German
was dso sampled. One A-level German lesson was observed which was very good. The lesson
demondtrated particularly effective use of ICT by the teacher which enabled students to understand
and then use the subjunctive in indirect speech.

ENGLISH

Ovedl, the qudity of provison isgood.

Strengths
- Achievement is good.

Students have positive atitudes to learning.

Relationships are good.

The quality of teaching is good overal, some of it isvery good. Teachers are committed and
enthusadtic.
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L eadership and management are strong.

Aress for improvement
To improve the depth and accuracy of writing.
To promote wider reading among average and low attaining students.
To share good practice among teachers.

144  The school offers ASlevd and A-level coursesin English language and in English literature.
These are very popular courses among sSixth form students. GCSE English is dso offered,
mainly for sudents who wish to improve their grades. Eight lessons were sampled during
the ingpection, four in English language and four in English literature. Students work was
scrutinised and discussions were held with staff and students. The faculty’ s documentation
was a so reviewed.

145  Achievement in English languageisgood. Attainment in A-level in 2001 was high. Results
were wdll above the national averages at both higher grades A-B and grades A-E. In 2002,
however, higher grade A-level results declined considerably but the pass rate remained 100
per cent asin 2001. However, the school’ s value added andysis for 2002 showsthat thisis
areflection of different starting points and most students made the expected progress from
GCSE to A-levd. Thereisno sgnificant difference between the achievement of maes and
femdes.

146  Reaultsin English literature are improving. In 2001, A-level results were well below the
nationa averages both in relation to higher grades A-B and grades A-E. 1n 2002, there has
been sgnificant improvement, but it istoo early to make national comparisons. Again, the
vaue added analysis provided by the school for 2002 shows that the great mgjority of
students made the expected progress from GCSE to A-level. Thereis no significant
difference between males and femaes.

147  Work seen during the ingpection reflected arange of attainment. In English language, high
ataining sudents show indghts, darity and precison inwriting. They andyse texts and
gpeech using linguigtic frameworks such aslexis and grammar. Average ataining sudents
are developing their knowledge of linguistic principles, but do not always give enough
examples or explain themsdves in sufficient detail. The writing of low attaining Sudents
sometimes lacks coherence and contains too many smple errors.

148  InEnglish literature, high attaining students write for a purpose and audience. Their work is
well organised. They refer to different interpretation of texts asin the case of Tennyson's
poems. In some cases, however, evauations are less detailed and further knowledge of
context isrequired. Average attaining students show a developing knowledge of English
literature. They are able to interrogate texts but do not dways refer to different
interpretations or provide sufficient evidence to support their arguments. The work of low
attaining sudents is often of areasonable quality. At times, there are spelling and
punctuation errors. Wider reading is required by these students to develop their writing.

149  Sudentsof dl ahilities respond to the qudity of teaching with energy and enthusasm. They
work at full stretch and demondtrate effort, concentration and persistence. Most students
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work hard to improve their skills but afew show lesser involvement with the activitiesin
lessons. Gifted and talented students provide in-class support to younger peers at school
and at acounty level act asrole modelson ‘Apex’ summer schools.

The qudity of teaching English language and English literature is good, in some casesit is
very good. Lessons are well prepared and have clear objectives. The pace of lessonsis
good. Teachers are enthusiastic and make good use of targeted questions to reinforce
learning. A wide range of activitiesis provided to develop students' knowledge and skills.
In English language, for example, texts, gpeech, and editorid writing are analysed to build
and consolidate students' knowledge of linguigtic features such aslexis, syntax, semantics,
pragmetics and discourse structure. In English literature, students study festures of Gothic
novels such as Mary Shdlley’s Frankenstein. Films and audiotapes are used to reinforce
the main messages. I1CT is used to good effect to enhance learning. Students are made
familiar with assessment objectives both in English language and in English literature lessons.

Good teaching means students have positive atitudes to learning and rel ationships are good.
In pairs, sudents make PowerPoint presentations to their classes and work purposefully in
amdl groups. They develop skills of andyss and skills of listening, Spesking, reading and
writing. Thereis condructive evauation of gudents work. They are given thorough and
comprehensive feedback. 1n some cases, however, students do not know how to justify
thelr opinions.

Thereis good support for learning outside timetabled lessons. Christmas and Easter revision
classes are held, as are out-of-hours classes to support students. Progressisreviewed in
tutoriads and targets are set. Homework is set regularly to extend students' learning.

The English faculty has strong leadership and management. Thereisasense of purpose and
direction. A clear development plan for the faculty lays down priorities for teaching and
learning. The documentation produced by the faculty isinformative and of good qudlity.
Teachers are appropriately quaified and experienced. Teaching is accommodated largely in
adedicated auite of rooms with good quality displays on creetive writing, literacy and
Shakespeare. The library has a good stock of resources on English language and literature
including reference materids. It would be to the advantage of sudentsif the library had
more computers for use by sixth formers,

FRENCH

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in French isvery good

Strengths
- Standards are above average compared with those in smilar schools.
Very good teaching enables students to make very good progress.
The department is very well led and has a clear sense of direction.
The suite of rooms, resources and the use of digplay set aquality tone for learning.

Aress for improvement
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The further development of the use of ICT.
The development of Strategies for students to become more involved in their own learning.
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InYear 12, sudents of French follow a one year course leading to an AS-level qudification.
InYear 13 they then follow afurther one year course leading to an A-leve qualification.
Groups are predominantly femae. During the inspection of French, one Year 12 and two
Year 13 lessons were observed. These observations, together with the scrutiny of students
work and departmenta documentation, the andysis of examination results and discusson
with the head of department and the head of German, provide the basis for the evidence
gathered.

Although the netional comparative data for 2002 have yet to be published, information
based on previous years data indicates that the A-level French results will be above the
nationa averages for smilar schools. Overdl passrates are 10% higher than the previous
year’' s nationd average and there are 10% more students gaining the very highest grades of
A and B. All studentsdid at least as well as expected based on their GCSE performance
and some did considerably better. Results over the last three years show an overdl trend of
improvement.

The standard of work of the current Year 12 and 13 French students, as seen in lessons and
in their folders, confirms that standards are high. Year 12 students are dready able to spesk
and write fluently about everyday topics such as holidays and use a number of tenses. By
Year 13, however, their skills have developed, enabling them to read about and then discuss
complex issues such asimmigration and drugs with reletive ease.

The high standards achieved by students result from very good teaching. All teaching seen
was & least good, and some was very good. Lessons are always well planned, have clear
objectives and move dong at abrisk pace. Studentsin aYear 12 lesson were able to
progress with confidence from the formation of the future tense to a very sophisticated usage
because the lesson was very wdl planned. The use of authentic materid, both written and
on tape, challenges students to aspire to reach the very highest sandards. The skilled use of
an authentic article on immigration in a'Year 13 lesson, for example, enabled students to
extend their vocabulary most effectively. Activities are usudly varied but where sudents do
not have the opportunity to become involved in their own learning by solving problems,
ather collaboratively or individudly, lessons are less successful. A particularly good lesson
on the legdisation of soft drugs gave students the opportunity to consolidate their learning by
working out a summary together from a series of jumbled sentences. Teachers show good
subject knowledge and dso foster postive relationships with the students which encourage
humour, confidence and trust. Lessons are conducted dmost exclusively in French but
never to such an extent that it becomes a barrier to learning.

Students take a pride in their work and are generally eager to participate in lessons. Their

folders are well organised and include notes for reference in addition to written work which
they have corrected and improved in response to the teachers guidance. Students are
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beginning to use ICT to enhance their studies further, for example downloading French
newspapers from the internet, but thereis till scope for further development. Participation
in work experience in France and contact with a native spesker in school, aso enhance
sudents learning.

The leadership and management of the department are very good. Schemes of work are
clearly defined within the requirements of the examination board and policies are well
documented. Assessment is detailed and is used, together with other data on students
performance, to plan for the future and raise standards. Thereis ateam gpproach to
development and practice is congtantly reviewed, dl of whichisably led by the head of
department. The suite of roomsiswell equipped with tape-recorders, over-head projectors
and white boards, and good use is made of display. Overdl, the accommodation sets a high
quality tone for every lesson.
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