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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Weélfidd Middle School is Stuated on the inland edge of Whitley Bay. It serves an areaof mainly
private housing and takes a number of pupils from further north in the county of Northumberland.
The pupils, aged 9-13, mostly come from advantaged backgrounds where parents support the work
of their children. There are below average numbers of pupils with specid educationa needs and
average numbers with a statement of need. Most of these pupils have moderate learning difficulties,
athough afew have emotiond and behaviourd difficulties and severd have varying levels of hearing
impairment. The percentage of pupils digible for free school mealsis broadly average. Nearly dl
pupils are of white British heritage. There are just two pupils who speak English as an additiona
language, which iswell below the nationd average. Pupils attainment on entry is generdly above
average dthough the full ability range is represented. Currently pupils transfer to two main high
schools at the end of Year 8 but there have been proposals to re-organise the schools in the area.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS
Wellfield Middle School isagood school. Good management ensures that pupils receive good
teaching and make good progress to attain standards which are well above average when compared

to standards nationaly and for smilar schools. Pupils have very postive attitudes to learning which
enhances the progress they make. The school gives value for money

What the school doeswedll

Pupils make good progress to attain high stlandards particularly in English and mathematics.
The provison of avery good range of extra-curricular activities.

Good teaching.

The contribution of performing artsto pupils persond development.

The behaviour of pupils and their pogtive atitudes to work.

Above average attendance levels.

What could beimproved

Teachers marking and assessment of pupils ongoing work.
There are too few opportunities for the spiritual development of pupils.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.
HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school has made good improvement since the last ingpection. The qudity of teaching has
improved and is now consistently good. Aspects identified as areas of weskness in that ingpection
have been tackled effectively and are now good. In particular, standards and teaching in modern
foreign languages are much improved and are now good. However, sandards in religious education
have fdlen, partly asaresult of changing the localy agreed syllabus being used by the schooal.

STANDARDS
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The table shows the standards achieved by pupils at the end of Y ear 6 based on average point
scoresin Nationa Curriculum tests.

compared with Key
Performancein: All schools smilar well above A
schools average
2000 2001 2002 2002 aboveaverage B
English B A A A Average C
Mathematics A A A A below average D
Science D B A A well below E
average

Standards in English, mathematics and science in the Y ear 6 tests were well above average in 2002.
Standards in English, mathematics and science are well above average compared to those of Smilar
schools. The results were ether above or well above average on dl the standard measures. This
represents good progress made by pupils of al abilities. Thereislittle difference between the
atanment of boys and girls. The most able pupils atain the high sandards which reflect ther aaility.
Pupils with English as an additiond language attain standards which accuratdly reflect their ability and
pupils with specid educationd needs frequently exceed the targets set for them. Pupils continue to
make good progressin Years 7 and 8 and are attaining well above average standards in English,
mathematics and science.

During the inspection overal standards observed in pupils work over time and in lessons shows
standards to be well above those normally found for pupils by theend of Year 6 and Year 8in
English, mathematics and science. In Years 5 and 6 $andardsin the other subjects of the curriculum
were above average for history, modern foreign languages and music, close to the averagein art and
design, desgn and technology, geography, information and communication technology and physicd
education. Standards were below those normally found in religious education. In Years7 and 8
sandards were above average in geography, history, modern foreign languages, information and
communication technology and music. Standards were closer to the average in art and design,
design and technology and physical education. Standards were below those expected in religious
education.

Standardsin the key sKills of literacy and numeracy are well above average and pupils are able to
utilise these skills to make good progress in many subjects of the curriculum.

Pupils enter the school with above average levels of attainment and make good progress in response
to their posgitive attitudes to learning and the good teaching they receive to attain standards in many
subjects, which are well above those typicd for their age. The school sets challenging targets for
both individua pupil and whole school attainment.
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PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment
Attitudes to the school Very postive. Pupils are keen to come to schoal to learn and make
progress.

Behaviour,inand out of | Very good. Pupils concentrate well and remain on task throughout
classooms lessons. They move about the school in avery orderly manner.

Persond development and | Very good. Pupils are confident and self-reiant which enables them
relationships to work well on their own. They aso co-operate well when working
in parsand smal groups. They are well prepared for their move to
high school at the end of Year 8.

Attendance Very good. Attendance levels are very high when compared to
national averages.

The pupils persond attitudes and their willingness to respond well to their lessons are a strength of
the school. Pupils develop well as young people showing good levels of persond commitment and
respongbility. Performing arts makes a Sgnificant contribution to the persona development of many

pupils.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils: Years5-6 Years7-8

Qudlity of teaching Good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory;
unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh
weaknesses.

Overdl the quality of teaching seen in the school was good. Teaching was judged to be good in all
years. In all, ingpectors observed 85 whole or part lessons and judged 29 to be satisfactory, 37
good and 18 very good or outstanding. Only one lesson was judged to be unsatisfactory.

Teaching of English and mathematics was judged to be good throughout the school with some
examples of outstanding merit. Teachersin dl subjects have good subject knowledge. They use
this knowledge well to plan gppropriate lessons, which chalenge pupils of al abilities and enable
them to make good progress. Teachers have high expectations, especidly in Years 7 and 8, to
which pupils respond well making good progress and attaining above average standards, preparing
them well for the next stage in their education. Lessons are delivered at a brisk pace and teachers
use arange of different gpproachesto deliver interesting and motivating lessons.

Although al teachers marked pupils work the marking did not ways identify what pupils knew and
could do and did not identify what pupils needed to do to improve. Teachers do not dways use the
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assessment information from their marking to chalenge pupils even further. Where lessons were
judged to have weaknesses, for example in religious education, teachers were unclear asto the
exact requirements of the course being taught thus confusing pupils as to what was required of them.

Teachers of dl subjects very effectively developed pupils literacy and numeracy skills and this was
epecidly the case for pupils with specid educationd needs and the few for whom Englishisan
additiona language. As aresult these pupils make good progressin al subjects particularly where
support saff enhanced the learning opportunitiesin lessons.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The qudity and range of Ovedl stifactory. Thereis someimbaancein learning experiences
the curriculum for some pupilsin design and technology and personad and socid

educationin Years5 and 6. Provison of extra-curricular activitiesis
very good.

Provison for pupils with
gpecid educationa needs

Good. There are effective sysems to identify individuas needs and
then they receive good support for their learning.

Provison for pupils with
English as an additiona

language

Good. Thefew pupilsinvolved receive good targeted support in
English language, enabling them full access to learning experiencesin
lessons.

Provison for pupils
persond, including
Spiritud, mord, socid and
cultura development

Good. There aretoo few opportunities for pupils to explore spiritua
issues within the curriculum and collective worship. Pupils mora and
socid development is very well provided for. Provison for cultura
development is satisfactory but there are limited opportunities for
pupils to learn about the multi-cultura society in which they live.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

Good. The school cares very well for its pupils. There are effective
systems for monitoring pupils academic and persond progress.
Good use is made of learning targets for individud pupils. However,
teachers marking of pupils work does not consstently identify what
they need to do to improve.

The curriculum meets Satutory requirements for the subjects of the Nationa Curriculum and
religious education. However, pupils practica skillsin design and technology are not consstently
developed in Years 5 and 6. The personal and socid education programme for Year 5 pupilsis
limited when they have svimming lessons.

The provison and support for pupils with specia educationd needs and those for whom English is
an additiond languageis good. All pupils dso have access to good mentoring support should they
be faced with persond or education difficulties.
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Overdl there is a satisfactory partnership with parents. Parents support their children well and co-
operate with the school to ensure that homework is completed.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and Good. The headteacher and senior staff provide good leadership in
management by the planning for the continued development of the school. Other staff
headteacher and other key | with management responghility are now making a gnificant

deff contribution to school improvement.

How wél the governors Satisfactory. Governors know the strengths and weaknesses of the
fulfil their responghbilities | school and seek to continue the established improvementsin
gandards by continuing to monitor and evauate the work of the
school.

The school’sevaduation of | Good. Effective analyss of data enables chalenging targets to be set

its performance for the continued raising of standards.
The drategic use of Satisfactory. The school environment has been well maintained but
resources there are weaknesses in library resources and in resources for

modern foreign languages and geography.

There are sufficient well-qualified and experienced teaching and non-teaching staff to enable
pecidist subject teaching across the school except in religious education. There are some
weaknesses when teachers lack experience in teaching their second and third subjects. The
accommodeation is good with agood range of speciaist rooms for science, information and
communication technology, art and design, design and technology and physica education.

The school has good leadership, which is confidently addressing the long-term development of the
school under the difficult circumstances of possible re-organisation. The governors are fully involved
in development planning. They are not yet gpplying the principles of best vaue to the effectiveness
of the schooal.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parentswould like to see improved
Pupils behaviour. - The gpproachability of the school.
Good teaching. - Thetiming of annud reports and
Good standards. teacher/parent discussions.
The persond development of pupils. Homework.
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Inspectors fully agree with parents that thisisagood school. Pupils are positive about their learning
and behave well. Pupils work hard, making good progress and attaining above average standards.
Pupils persona development is good and this is enhanced for many pupils through the performing
ats programme. There isaflourishing Parents and Friends Association, which contributes
sgnificant sumsfor school improvements, many of which are identified by pupils through the school
coundil.

Whilgt recognising the school’ s difficulty in producing the annua progress reports for parents last
summer, ingpectors judge that parents could have been better informed as to the circumstances.
Generdly parents are kept wdl informed about the work of the school and the amount of homework
pupils are expected to complete is Smilar to that found in other schools covering this age range.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’ sresults and pupils achievements

1

The ingpection was carried out in October 2002 and the data used in the summary report
refersto pupils attainment in the summer of 2002. Inspectors based their judgements on an
andlysis of test and assessment results, direct observations of pupilsin lessons and a detailed
scrutiny of pupils present and past work. Discussions were held with pupils, where other
evidence was limited to establish what pupils knew and could do.

The assessment of pupils when they were aged seven indicates that pupils atainment on
entry coversthe full range. However, the proportion of lower attaining pupilsis smdler than
usudly found. The mgority of pupils have attained a least the nationally expected standards
at theend of Year 2 inthefirst schools. School assessments indicate that pupils have made
good progress and are attaining broadly above average standards when they enter the
school in Year 5.

By the end of Y ear 6 pupils are attaining standards which are above the nationa average. In
the 2002 tests and assessments for 11-year-olds, the percentage of pupils attaining at least
the expected Levd 4 waswell above the nationd average for English and mathematics and
very high for science. The percentage ataining the higher Level 5 was well above average
for English and science and above average for mathematics. Based on nationa benchmark
information standards were well above the nationa average for English, mathematics and
science. In comparison with smilar schoals, the proportion of pupils ataining & least the
expected Leve 4 was wdll above average for English, mathematics and science. The
proportion attaining the higher Level 5 was well above average for English and science and
above average for mathematics.

Attainment in national assessments at age 11 has risen & arate Smilar to that found
nationaly athough from a garting point above the nationa average. Both boys and girls are
attaining standards above the nationa averages with the difference between boys and girls
atainment being margindly less than found netiondly.

From areview of pupils current and past work standardsin many subjects are above or
well above those normally seen, both at the end of Year 6 and Year 8. Pupilsin Year 6 are
ataining sandards in English, mathematics and science which are well above average.
Standards in higtory, French and music are above those typica for this age group.

Standards in art and design, design and technology, information and communication
technology, geography and physical education are smilar to those normaly found. Where
gandards are only average teachers are not providing sufficient opportunities for pupilsto
devel op the subject specific skills which would enable above average standards to be
achieved
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10

11

Pupils

12

Pupilsin Year 8 are attaining sandards that are well above average in English, mathematics
and geography, above average in science, history, French and music and closeto the
average in at and design, design and technology, information and communication technology
and physica education.

Standards in religious education are lower than expected in comparison with the other
subjects of the curriculum. However, the course being followed by the school does not
identify sufficiently clearly the standards pupils are expected to achieve by the end of Year 6
and Year 8. This makes definitive judgements on the standards pupils are attaining less
secure.

Overal, pupils respond well to the good teaching they receive and are making good
progress to attain the above average stlandards. Where progressis more limited and
standards lower, such asin design and technology, thisis because the planned programme
for learning in Years 5 and 6 limits skill development, or where teachers have more limited
experience of teaching the subject, for example, in rdigious education.

Standardsin literacy and numeracy are well above average by the end of Year 6 and Year
8. Pupils have many opportunities to use and extend their skills across the curriculum. For
example, pupilsin Year 8 are encouraged to learn and use the vocabulary appropriate to
their design and technology projects.

Ovedl, pupils of dl abilities and backgrounds, including those identified as gifted and
talented, having English as an additiona language and those with specid education needs,
are achieving well. Pupils enter the school with broadly above average levels of attainment
inYear 5 and by theend of Year 8 are attaining standards above and well above the
nationa average. In particular high attaining pupils are chalenged well in their lessons and s0
attain the higher standards of which they are capable. Standards have shown significant
improvement in French, music and physical education. However, sandards in religious
education have falen but thisis more aresult of changing the locally agreed syllabus being
used by the school.

Pupils atanment at the end of Year 9 in national tests and assessments provided by the
high schools pupils move to at the end of Year 8, show that progressis at least good in
Years7,8and 9. Significant numbers of pupils atain wel above nationdly expected levels
whilgt very few atain below.

attitudes, values and per sonal development

Pupils attitudes, vaues and persona development, including behaviour, are a strength of the
schoal. Pupils like school and respond very well to the values that the school promotes.
They generdly work hard in lessons and demondtrate an excdllent leve of interest and
involvement in the activities provided. Parents are highly satisfied with behaviour in the
school and that their children are learning to behave in a mature and responsible way.
Attendance levels are very high when compared to Smilar schools nationdly.
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14
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17

In lessons pupils are very willing to learn. Pupils are co-operétive, interested and keen to
answer questions and share their ideas. They settle quickly to their tasks, work steadily and
pay atention to their teachers. They talk about their work confidently and try hard to
improve and succeed. When given the opportunity to work independently, pupils apply
themsdlves conscientioudy. They concentrate and persevere when work is difficult. Ona
very few occasions pupils become distracted, lose concentration and interest in their lessons
and fidget and chat. However, they respond very postively when teachers remind them of
what is expected.

Reationships are very good. In the playgrounds and dining hal reationships are rlaxed and
friendly both between pupils and pupils and adults.

Pupils behaviour isvery good. Boysand girls and pupils of differing abilities and
backgrounds work and play together very well. In the playgrounds pupils make very good
use of the space available to them and are al happily occupied during bregks. They
organise themsaves into teams for games of footbdl, play with smal gpparatusin pairs or
small groups or gt at the tables or benches provided, chatting in friendship groups. At
lunchtime and assemblies pupils keep to the schooal routines without fuss. Their behaviour
when entering and leaving the hdl for assembliesis particularly respectful. However, there
are occasions during lesson changes when the corridor is crowded and pupils do not dways
give way to each other and adults without jostling.

Pupils who find it difficult to maintain the high standards of behaviour expected in school
respond very well to the guidance provided by staff. Consequently, the school rarely needs
to resort to its ultimate sanction of exclusion from school, ether permanently or for afixed
period. Two pupils have been excluded from the school for a short period each in recent
years. This compares very favourably with smilar schools nationally.

Pupils persond development isvery good. They learn to develop good working habits and
can organise themsdves well. When given the opportunity, they display gppropriate levels
of independence and develop self-confidence and a very good level of persona
responsibility as they move through the school. They are able to gpproach teachers and
support staff confidently and respectfully. Older pupils have the opportunity to volunteer to
be monitors and those selected carry out their duties conscientioudly, acting responsibly and
with maturity. They present themsalves as very good role models to younger pupils. In
particular, monitors make a very sgnificant contribution to the management of lunchtime
procedures by supporting the supervisory team in kegping queues moving and reminding
pupils to move and wait in an orderly way on the few occasons that thisis necessary. They
aso provide a vauable service in the playgrounds by befriending any pupil who seemsto be
isolated or upset, and particularly keep a close eye on younger pupils so that any support
needed can be given quickly. Members of the School Council have developed good skills
a holding meetings, seeking opinions and presenting their ideas to adults. During assemblies
pupils respect the nature of the occasion but have few opportunitiesto join in reflectively.
Pupils enjoy the clubs on offer and are extremely well motivated to perform publicly. There
are regular performances by pupils Snging, dancing and acting both in school and within the
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18

wider community. Pupils respond sensibly when ther views are sought, for example, at the
School Council, and take pleasure in receiving recognition for their efforts.

Pupils attendance is very good in comparison to Smilar schools nationdly. Parents and
gaff work well together to ensure that al absences are gppropriate and there isvery little
unauthorised absence from school. Pupils arrive at school on time and go quickly to their
classrooms at the start of each sesson. There are very few pupils late each morning.
Regidtration procedures are conducted efficiently and lessons begin promptly.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

19

20

21

22

23

In most subjects pupils are taught with others of the same agein sets or bands and by
Specidist subject teachersfor. In all, 86 whole or part lessons were observed by

inspectors.

Overdl the qudlity of teaching is good with just less than two thirds of that seen being good
or better. Pupilsrespond well to their teaching and make at least satisfactory progress
throughout al age groupsto atain standards that are broadly above average in most
subjects and well above average by the end of Year 8 in English, mathematics and science.

The teaching observed was at least satisfactory in 99% of lessons. Sixty-five per cent of
teaching was judged to be good or better with 21% judged to be very good or outstanding.
Only one lesson was judged to be unsatisfactory.

Theteaching in Years 5 and 6 isgood overdl. Intota 38 lessons were observed of which
one was outstanding, Six very good, 16 good, 15 satisfactory and none unsatisfactory.
Teachers have a good knowledge and understanding of the speciaist subjects they teach
except in religious education where understanding of the syllabusis more limited. They plan
lessons effectively and use arange of different gpproachesto deliver brisk and lively lessons
which motivate pupils to work hard and make progress. They organise their classrooms
well and manage pupils very well so that behaviour isaways at least good. For example, in
aYear 6 literacy lesson on writing a suspense story the teacher read a brief story which
helped to communicate the use of language to create suspense and held the pupils atention
S0 that they responded readily to later questioning.

Theteaching in Years 7 and 8 isgood overdl. Intota 48 lessons were seen of which three
were outstanding, nine were very good, 21 good and 14 satisfactory. One lesson was
judged to be unsatisfactory. Teachers have secure subject knowledge and plan lessons that
chdlenge pupilsto achieve. Work is generdly well chosen to endble pupils of dl abilitiesto
make good progress. Pupils consequently concentrate and work hard and briskly to
complete the tasks they are set so ensuring that they make good progress. Where teaching
is very good and outstanding, teachers enthuse and motivate their pupils to achieve very high
dandards. For example, in a'Year 8 mathematics lesson on finding the mid-point of aline
by congtruction, the teacher used awide range of drategiesto involve dl the pupils and to
extend their vocabulary as well asther understanding of the construction theory they used.
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25
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31

Teachers plan wel and mark pupils work regularly. However, the qudity of marking is
inconggtent. Some teachers clearly identify what pupils know and can do and then set clear
targets for further development whilst others use effective praise but do not indicate what
pupils need to do to improve. Few teachers sysematicdly use the information they gain
from marking pupils work to plan what they should teach next. For example, in some
science work seen some lower attaining Y ear 7 pupils showed some confusion in their
learning about energy changes but there was no evidence of follow up work correcting their
misunderstanding.

The teaching of literacy is good overdl. Teachers make very good links between the
literacy programme and the other subjects of the curriculum. The work pupils produce in
subjects such as science frequently shows the Strategies they have learnt in literacy lessons
being applied. The strong focus on applying literacy skills throughout the school has had an
impact on raisng the standards pupils attain.

The teaching of numeracy isgood. Teachers use pupilS numeracy skills to enhance their
learning in other subjects such as when measuring in design and technology in Year 6 or
presenting data collected in their science lessons as bar charts and line graphs.

The teaching of English and mathematicsis good. Teachers have adopted more structured
lessons from the Nationd Literacy and Numeracy Strategies and this has improved the
quality of teaching. The teaching of science is good overdl with specidist teachers providing
agood range of learning opportunities. The qudity of science teaching is not as good when
lessons take place in classrooms and not the science laboratory.

In the other subjects of the curriculum it was not possible for ingpectors to observe lessons
in every class, but a representative sample for al subjects across the whole school were
seen. The quality of teaching in the foundation subjects of the Nationa Curriculum and
religious education was good overdl. There were many strengths and few weaknessesin
most lessons.

The key strengths in the teaching seen in the foundation subjects was teachers secure
subject knowledge which enabled them to present lessons which were chalenging for pupils
of dl abilities. This enabled both high attaining pupils and those with specid educationd
needs to make good progress. Teachers planned lessons which were appropriate to the age
and ability of the set or class to which pupils responded positively and learning was
enhanced.

The key weakness ingpectors observed was that the marking of pupils work did not dways
identify what pupils had achieved and what they needed to do to improve. Inasmal
minority of lessons the pace of learning was too dow and pupils made less progress. In
some lessons the need to divide classesinto practica and theory groups, for examplein
design and technology, aso affected the pace of learning.

Only in afew lessons were opportunities for enhancing pupils spiritua and culturd learning
taken, for example in geography. These were not dlearly identified in teachers planning and
occurred in response to the experiences teachers or pupils brought to the lesson. One
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ggnificant exception to this was the planned use of musicd instruments from awide range of
different cultures and the culturd diversty of materids used in art and design.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILS?

32

33

35

The curriculum provision is satisfactory throughout the school and al dements of the
datutory curriculum arein place. Thereisa suitable range of activities and experiences
designed to meet the needs, interests and aspirations of the pupilsin school. The curriculum
inYears 5 and 6 covers al Nationd Curriculum subjects and religious education. However,
the mgority of pupilsin these two year groups do not receive regular lessonsin persond,
socid and hedlth education. There are dso difficulties arisng from the decison that in one

Y ear 6 group in design and technology pupils experience only ‘resstant materias and no
‘food’ technology. This leaves them disadvantaged higher up in the school as they have not
experienced ‘food’ technology for two years. This has an impact on progressin Years 5
and 6. Pupils begin their modern foreign language coursein French in Year 6 and many
pupils can study German for one lesson aweek in addition to Frenchin Year 8. The Year 7
and 8 curriculum ddlivers the Nationa Curriculum subjects, religious education and
citizenship effectively. All pupils are grouped according to ability in Year 5 after the autumn
bresk until the end of Year 6. In Years 7 and 8 pupils are taught in ability groups for
English, mathematics, information and communication technology, science and modern
foreign languages.

Policies and schemes of work are in place for dl subjects. They provide good support and
guidance for dl staff to ensure that pupils learning builds from year to year. The good
liaison with first schools aso ensures that pupils learning programmes build upon the work
pupils have donein Year 4. The schemes of work are usualy detaled, indicate links to
other curriculum subjects and the school ams. They are cross-referenced to the National
Curriculum where appropriate. The teachers' lesson plans are clear and the mgjority
indicate the objectives they intend to cover in lessons.

There have been improvementsin curriculum provison since the previous ingpection. The
totd teaching time has been increased throughout the school so that it meets the minimum
requirements for pupilsin al year groups. All subjects, including French, now have
adequate time to cover al aspects of the Nationa Curriculum and religious educetion.
French continues to be taught in Y ear 6 and German isintroduced for one lesson aweek in
Y ear 8, except those with statements for specia educationa needs. All pupilsaso have a
timetabled lesson each week of information and communication technology which did not
take place at the time of the previous ingpection. Information and communication
technology is aso used to support learning in other curriculum areas. For example, in
mathematics a range of web Stes are used to support learning and software is bought to
support the needs of particular pupils.

Provison for pupils with specia educationa needsis good throughout the school. The
banding and setting ensures that pupils with specific educationa needs have those needs met
in smd| teaching groups and this is working effectively. The recent decison to link the role
of the specid educationa needs co-ordinator and the learning mentor has aso improved the
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provision for these pupils. Teachers are able to make very good use of pupils individua
learning plans that are available to them. Classroom ass stants supporting pupils with specid
educationa needs are dl provided with planning sheets for each lesson to ensure ther full
involvement and they are asked to evauate their contribution to lessons they support. This
isworking well. Trained volunteers to support pupilsin reading are having a good impact on
the development of reading and literacy.

Provison for pupils with English as an additiond language isgood. The smal number of
pupils for whom English is not therr first |language are well supported by visiting specidist
teachers. Support isaso provided in English lessons by voluntary support assstants for
whom detailed guidance is provided by the class teacher. The progress of these pupilsis
regularly assessed and carefully monitored by the specia educationd needs co-ordinator.

InYears 7 and 8, the Nationd Literacy and Numeracy Strategies have been implemented in
English and mathematics lessons. The provision for both is very good. Co-ordinators arein
place and dl aff have undertaken training. There has been awhole school emphasis on the
development of vocabulary in dl aress of the curriculum. This relates both to language used
on adaily bass and language specific to particular subjects. Examples seen include the use
of interesting verbs and adverbs in work on Moses, the use of “stigmata by apupil ina
lesson on prayer, technical terms displayed in design and technology and a good discussion
in French on nouns and the indefinite article. The head of mathematics monitors
mathematics planning and the school has worked hard to develop appropriate resources.

Thereis very good provison for extra-curricular activities. Over haf the school are involved
in regular performing arts productions. All pupils wanting to take part are included and this
makes a good contribution to pupils persond and cultural development. Pupils are able to
take part in arange of clubsincluding snging dubs, mathematics chalenges, homework
clubs, care of animals, sports activities and many more. The school has an annua summer
schoal offering afull range of activities and pupils are able to vist France to develop their
skillsin the language. In addition pupils are very aware of the needs of others and they
support awide range of charities.

The equdity of access and opportunity to the curriculum is satisfactory. Pupils have the
opportunity to learn about equa opportunities and discrimination of al typesin religious
education and in persond and socid education including citizenship. Therearedso
opportunities to explore this in English, geography and higtory. Pupils are not usudly
excluded from school activities but they are expected to contribute to the cost of materidsin
design and technology and this could mean than some pupils are unable to take part in the
lessons. Also the lack of opportunity to follow a persona and socid development course
throughout Years 5 and 6 and issues relating to some pupils not having accessto ‘food
technology in Y ear 6 need to be addressed.

Currently provision for persond, socid and health education is unsatisfactory in Years 5 and
6 asthereisincongstent provison where pupils have svimming lessons instead of persond,
socid and hedlth education. Currently for most pupilsit is taught through other curriculum
subjects particularly science for sex and drugs education and religious education for
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citizenship. Thereisaso adrugs avareness course for al Year 6 pupils. The school
believes that there isinsufficient time for more input on personal, socia and hedth education
for these pupils. InYears7 and 8 provision is satisfactory. These pupils have alesson each
week for persond, socid and hedlth education. A good policy and scheme of work indicate
that provision is good for these pupils. Some aspects continue to be delivered effectively
through other aspects of the curriculum.

Ovedl provison for the spiritud, moral, sociad and cultural development of pupilsis
satisfactory. Although there are some good aspects, provison for spiritual development is
unsatisfactory. No lessons were seen that attempted to create spiritual awareness by
encouraging pupils to understand the deeper meaning of the topics they study. Indeed in
religious educeation the reading of some prayers failed to recognise their spiritud vaue.
Provison of collective worship meets statutory requirements. However, the quality does not
meet the basic requirements of congderation and reference to the spiritua in that it does not
encourage pupilsto congder questions about life. In the mgority of form periods, where
there is arequirement to consider the thought for the week, this was not done and, where
they did, there was no inclusion of the spiritud. The quality of collective worship is therefore
aso unsatifactory.

The mord development of pupilsisvery good. Pupils are very aware of the needs of others
and they are keen to support charities that help others; for example their support for ‘ Jeans
for Genes and a specid care baby unit. The school has been avarded the Adidas ‘ Fair
Pay’ Award. The ‘Thought for the Day’ programme develops many mora themes. For
example, the pupils were asked to consider the Aesop fable of the Hare and the Tortoise
and itsimplications for lifein school. Pupils are taught the difference between right and
wrong and the good behaviour in and around the school illustrates thet they are able to put
their learning into practice.

Provison for pupils socia development is very good. Pupilsin school understand the
importance of persona responsibility and they have opportunities in school to be monitors
and ‘buddies. The‘Buddy' system enables younger pupils to be supported by older pupil
‘buddies’ in the playground so that they fed safe and are able to play in groups where they
can learn games and make friends. Pupils have opportunitiesin classto work in pairsand in
groups. The extra-curricular activities extend these opportunities into the holidaysin the
form of summer schools, viststo France and activity weeks. Citizenship has been
developed effectively in the school curriculum and the active School Council providesthe
opportunity for pupilsto learn about and take part in the democratic process. When there
are opportunities in school for pupils to become monitors, they are asked to gpply formally
with aletter of gpplication to give them an understanding of the process of applying for
work.

The schoal’ s provision for culturdl development is satisfactory. In terms of the provison for
learning about local and nationa culture the provision is good with the commitment to
performing arts making a very important contribution. Music, photography, snging and links
with the Opera North Project are also part of this provison. However, there was limited
evidence of multi-cultura provison in the school. Some work is done in religious education
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in relaion to faiths other than Chridtianity but there were no examples of this during the
ingpection and the * Thought for the Day’ programme does not develop this aspect. The
music room has on display fabrics and instruments from other cultures but thisis the limit of
the evidence. Pupils need to be made more aware of the contribution of non-European
cultures to history and to themselves as they have limited experience of children or adults
from other culturd or ethnic backgrounds. They could be better prepared for the multi-
culturd society in which they will live.

There are satisfactory links with the community with pupils providing direct support, for
example, through the distribution of Christmas hampers. The community also contributes to
learning through volunteers supporting reading in school and Newcastle United Football
Club supporting football coaching in school. The loca environment is also used for fidd
vigtsin religious education, geogrgphy and history.

The school has good links with other schools. There are strong links with the first schools
and high schoalsin the loca pyramid. Curriculum leeders attend local subject meetings with
other schools. Thisis helpful in supporting the work of different departments and in ensuring
that pupils learning builds effectively on their work in the first schools and thet pupils are
prepared well for their gudiesin Year 9 at high school. The modern foreign languages
department has particularly good links to the Languages College and is currently developing
avideo conferencing link to further enhance pupils learning.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?
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The school has good procedures for child protection, health and safety and the welfare of
pupils. Parents with children with a broad range of abilities are pleased with the way the
school caresfor their children. The pastord system iswell established. The staff know
pupils very well and the pastord care of pupilsis of a high sandard. Senior managers have
overal responghility for pastora care while the class teachers have day to day respongbility
for pupilsin ther class. Thisworkswel and everyone knows the arrangements. The head
of pastord carein her role of 'mentor manager' works closdaly with the co-ordinator for
specid educationa needs who is aso the learning mentor, to ensure that pupils who need
help and support receive it. Parents are dso able to ask for help for their child from the
learning mentor. The school operatesa‘drop in system’ for pupils who wish to consult the
school nurse. This service iswell used and gppreciated by pupils.

The procedures for hedlth and safety are satisfactory. First aid procedures are very good
and incidents seen during the ingpection were dedt with efficiently with ahigh leve of care
and consderation. The headteacher has responsibility for child protection and the
gppropriate procedures are in place. Overall the school is a safe environment with
appropriate fencing ingtalled around the school and a car park away from the areas that
pupils use.

Procedures for the educationa and persond support of pupils are very good. The work of

the learning mentor is very important in thisrespect. Pupils who are gifted or tented have
been identified and teachers are beginning to take account of their needs in lesson planning.
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Good useis made of the individua educeation plans drawn up to support pupils with specia
educationa needs. Thework of the School Council isimportant in caring for pupils because
it isable to develop initiatives in response to need; for example the *buddy’ system providing
playground support. The size of the school also makes it possible for class teachersto
support pupils effectively. The procedures for monitoring and improving atendance are a'so
very good. The school has clear strategies to address these areas. The form teacher
informs the learning mentor of concerns and she then takes action.

The school has high expectations of acceptable behaviour and thisisidentified in the
behaviour policy. Procedures to monitor and promote good behaviour are good. The
school has sanctions that it uses when necessary. Theseinclude excluson but thisisrarely
used. There have not been any permanent exclusonsin recent years and no fixed term
exdusonsinthelast year. Pupilsa Welfiedd Middle School care about each other and
behave well. The personal, socia and health education programme addresses the topic of
bullying in school effectively and an Anti-Bullying Policy identifies the procedures for
monitoring and degling with oppressive behaviour.

Procedures for monitoring the pupils academic performance and persona development are
very good. All statutory requirements are met in relation to assessment at the end of Year 6.
Good progress has been made in this area since the last ingpection. On entry to the school
pupils performance in English, mathematics, information and communication technology and
science are assessed and compared to the data provided by the first schools to give aclear
indication of every pupils achievement to date. Thisis used to accurately measure their
performance and to set individua longer term pupil targets in these curriculum aress. A new
database is being used to record thisinformation and to make it available to teaching Saff.
Thisis very effective and pupils and parents know what needs to be achieved in order for
progress to take place. Thisinformation is attached to pupils books.

However, current procedures for assessing pupils day to day attainment and progress and
for usng this assessment in planning work that will move each pupil’ s learning forward is
only stisfactory. It is better in some subjectsthan in others. 1t isgood in English but
inconsgtent in mathematics. Thereis no clear whole school policy to develop and guide
marking and the regular assessment that takes place. Marking does not congstently identify
what pupils know and can do and how they can improve. Only limited progress has been
made in this area since the last ingpection. Pupils are aware of their longer term targets but
are not clear about what needs to be done from lesson to lesson to achieve those targets.

Each term parents recaive a flyer from the mathematics department informing them of how
they can help their child to achieve the targets set by the school. Annud reports to parents
are informative and advise parents as to how their child’'s work can be improved. However,
last summer there was little opportunity for parents to consult with teachers following the
receipt of the report. Parents have voiced their concerns about this.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?
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Parents are happy with most aspects of the school’ s work, and many make very good
contributions to their children’s learning at home and school. However, there are afew
areas that they would like to see improved.

The great mgority of parents are satisfied that their child likes school. Parents particularly
like the way the school expects their child to work hard and achieve his or her best and they
are satisfied that behaviour and teaching are good. Parents are least satisfied with the
information they receive on how their child is getting on and fed that the school does not
work closdly enough with parents.

The quality of information provided for parentsis satisfactory overdl. The prospectusis
clear about the attitudes and values that the school seeks to promote and provides a good
outline of day to day procedures and school life generaly. However, it does not contain al
of the information that parents are entitled to recelve. For ingtance, the parents are not
informed of their right to withdraw their child from religious education should they wish. The
plannersthat children are provided with to record their homework and achievements give
parents very high quality information to extend that provided in the prospectus and to
provide a means of communication between home and school. They dso give parents
details of homework set and study tipsto share with their child. A very good fegture of
these plannersis the inclusion of the Home-School Agreement which draws together the
different responghilities of the school, pupils and parents and serves as adaily reminder of
expectations. During the inspection the planners were well used by pupils to record
homework and a scrutiny of asample indicated that parents and tutors monitor them well.

Annua written reports give parents a very good picture of how well their child is getting on
and identify targets that can help parents to support their child’s further progress. The
school provides parents with an opportunity to meet teachers to discusstheir child's
progress a least once ayear. However, the distribution of the written reports at the end of
the last summer term meant that there was insufficient time for parents and staff to meet to
discuss the contents. Consequently, some parents fed that they are not informed early
enough in order to best support their children, especidly if the report is the first indication
they have that their child is not progressing as expected. Newdetters provide additiond
details about a wide range of school events and the school website and homepage give
parents access to school policies and newdetters.

The school has a good range of links with parents to enable them to be actively involved in
their child’s education. Parents are expected to encourage their child to work hard, to
support the school in encouraging a high standard of behaviour and to support school events
and policies. Parents involvement has a very good impact on the work of the school. They
ensure that their child attends school regularly, is appropriately dressed in the required
uniform and provided with equipment at the gppropriate times, for instance svimming and
physica education kits and cookery ingredients. Parents use the planners to check
homework and inform the school in good time when their child isabsent. A few parents
help in school and by taking children to sporting events. Thereisavery active friends group
that makes a very sgnificant contribution to the life of the school. The Friends organise
socid events such as discos and fairs and raise substantid additiond funds for extra activities
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and resources. School events, such as open nights and school productions are very well
supported by parents. The school seeks parents' views during information sessions on new
developments and more informaly through discussions with members of the friends group.
However, the school does not seek parents views formaly. The school’s Chartermark
Award isan indication of its commitment to a strong partnership with parents through good
working relationships and aregular review of provison.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?
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The headteacher has established a clear direction for the work of the school to continue to
improve standards and the quality of education since the last ingpection. Asthe leader of a
team of senior managers, he has led by example to ensure that the Key Issuesidentified at
the last ingpection have been most effectively addressed. Thisis shown well by the marked
improvement in standards and pupils' attitudes, behaviour and persond development. The
development of this school has been affected by local education authority proposdsfor a
possible change of status. However, the school is now planning appropriatey for future
development as amiddle school. Since the last ingpection the work of subject co-ordinators
has improved sgnificantly but further development is needed, particularly with respect to
monitoring the work of the school even more closdy and using the information gained to
raise gandards il further.

Thereis agood ethos in the school with a drive towards improving standards and an
atmogphere that enables dl pupilsto learn in a postive and caring school society. The
school’ s improvement plan is detailed and has had an impact on improving sandards and
the quality of education, for example, the Sgnificant improvementsin the qudity of teaching.
The plan reflects the ams of the school and is seen as an effective tool for school
improvement.

The school’sams are clearly reflected in its daily work. The very good relaionships and
behaviour of pupils, their concentration and hard work and their care for one another al
positively enhance their learning and the standards they achieve.

The senior managers and the governors share a commitment to develop Wellfild Middle
Schoal into an even more effective school. The school has the capacity not only to sustain
the current improvement but to continue to improve the qudity of education and the
standards pupils attain.

The governing body effectively carries out itsrole. Governors are committed to their work.
Thereis an effective committee structure, which enables the governing body to work
effidently.

Governors have begun to monitor the work of the school and are beginning to have aclear
picture of the school’ s strengths and weaknesses. For example, governorswith a
respongbility for literacy and numeracy have visted the school and observed the work in
classooms. They are well informed by managers and are beginning to set chalenging
priorities for the future development of the school. They are involved in producing the
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school’ s improvement plan and have established a secure process for linking the plan with
setting the school’ s budget.  Although the budget shows a Sgnificant under-spend this yesr,
payment for recent Sgnificant improvements to the building and grounds will account for
mogt of this. The governors plan to increase spending on learning resources with any
remaining balance.

Recent nationa assessment information has been evauated in depth to measure the overal
effectiveness of the school in meeting the needs of dl pupils. The headteacher also
compares the school’ s effectiveness with the data available for amilar schools, sharing this
information with staff and governors. Asaresult of the very good relationships with first and
high schools awide range of additiond assessment information is made available to saff.
Theinformation on pupil attainment at the end of Year 9 is particularly helpful in maintaning
the high standards currently seenin Years 7 and 8.

Subject co-ordinators use the analysis of pupils resultsin nationd assessmentsin English,
meathematics and science to identify specific wesknessesin pupils' attainment across the
whole range of the Nationa Curriculum for these subjects.

The governors have established clear procedures for the performance management of staff
and have set clear and challenging targets for the headteacher to achieve.

There are very effective and efficient systems of financia control. The good use of computer
systems by support staff ensures that regular budgetary informetion is available for senior
managers and governors so that they can monitor spending and ensure that agreed priorities
are being met.

The governors are not yet fully applying the principles of best vaue. They do compare
academic performance with other schools and set challenging targets. However, they do not
regularly consult parents as to proposed development, nor compare the schoal’ s financid
performance with that of smilar schools. All spending is carefully consdered and targeted
through the school’ simprovement plan which is produced through consultation with the
senior managers. Recent developments such as building improvements have been fully
costed. Governors seek to ensure good value for money in its purchases. Asaresult of the
progress pupils are making to attain improving standards, the good quality teaching and the
effective use of resources the school gives satisfactory vaue for money.

There are sufficient well-qudified and experienced teachers to deliver the curriculum except
in religious education. Both teachers and classroom support assistants effectively support
pupils with specid educationa needs, to make satisfactory progress. Thereisalearning
mentor who supports any pupil who may have apersond or educationd difficulty and this
provides very good support to these pupils. Pupils with English as an additiond language
are well supported by specidist teachers as well astheir normal subject teachers.

The school building provides a good range of accommodation. There are sufficient
classrooms but the school hdl is very smal and cannot accommodate the whole school for
assemblies. The hdl isaso used for indoor physical education and performing arts. The
building isin good decorative order and the recent corridor improvements have improved
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the learning environment till further. The cleaning staff are very effective and the school
provides awelcoming environment for pupilsto learn and play. The school environment is
further enhanced by awide range of well presented displays of pupils work, which
celebrate their achievements. There are safe outdoor play areas and playgrounds are well
marked out and equipped for play. Thereisarange of seeting available for pupils wishing to
st and talk rather than play active games. The school grounds provide grassed areas for
play, footbal pitches and an environmenta area.

Generdly there are sufficient resources for learning athough the range of reference booksin
the library is limited and resources for French and geography are in need of review and
replacement.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?
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In order to continue the development of the school and to raise standards till further
governors and senior managers should:

@ Ensure thet:
i) the marking of pupils work is congstent across the schooal;
ii) teachers use assessment information to plan work for pupilsto promote
higher standards.
[24, 30, 52, 93, 100, 103, 110, 114, 124, 134, 167]

()] Improve the provision for pupils spiritud development by:

i) ensuring that teachersidentify and use every opportunity to enhance pupils
spiritua development within their subjects by promoting congderation and
understanding of fundamenta questions.

[31, 41, 92, 102]

ii) ensuring that assemblies have opportunities for spiritual experience and

learning. [41]

In addition senior managers and governors may wish to address these areas of relative
weekness in the school.

Q) Ensuring the continuous development of pupils practicd killsin design and
technology. [5, 8, 32, 39, 112]

()] Improving the teaching of reigious education so that pupils attain sandards smilar to
those found in the other subjectsin the school. [7, 70, 163, 165]

3 Increasing opportunities for pupils multi-culturd learning. [44]

The numbersin brackets relate to the main paragraphs of this report where these
issues are mentioned.
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of |essons observed 86
Number of discussions with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 36
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
Number 4 15 37 29 1 0 0
Percentage 5 17 43 A 1 0 0

The table gives the number and percentage of |essons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about

teaching.

Information about the school’s pupils

Pupils on the school’srall Y5-Y8
Number of pupils on the school’s rall 322
Number of full-time pupils known to be digible for free school meals 11
Special educational needs Y5-Y8
Number of pupils with statements of special educationa needs 5
Number of pupils on the school’s specid educational needs register 38
English as an additional language No of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additiona language 4
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 13
Pupils who left the school other than at the usua time of leaving 0
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Attendance

Authorised absence

%

Unauthorised absence

%

School data 4.6 School data 0
National comparative data 6.3 National comparative data 04
Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.
Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6)
Year | Boys | Gitls | Tota
Number of registered pupilsin final year of Key Stage 2 for the latest | 2002 41 A 75
reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Boys 39 37 41
Numbers of pupils at NC Girls 3 ) <
level 4 and above
Total 70 69 75
Percentage of pupils School 93 (90) 92 (87) 100 (96)
a NC level 4 or ebove National 75 (75) 73 (71) 86 (87)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 29 A 38
Numbers of pupilsa NC Girls 2% 28 33
level 4 and above
Total 55 62 71
Percentage of pupils School 72 (74) 81 (79) 92 (%4)
a NClevel 4 or above National 73(72) 74 (74) 82 (82)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin thelast school year

Categoriesused in the Annual School Census No of pupils Number of Number of

onrall fixed period | permanent

exclusions exclusions
White— British 317 2 0
White—Irish 0 0 0
White — any other White background 2 0 0
Mixed — White and Black Caribbean 0 0 0
Mixed — White and Black African 0 0 0
Mixed — White and Asian 0 0 0
Mixed — any other mixed background 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British—Indian 1 0 0
Asian or Asian British — Pakistani 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British — Bangladeshi 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British — any other Asian background 1 0 0
Black or Black British — Caribbean 0 0 0
Black or Black British — African 0 0 0
Black or Black British —any other Black background 0 0 0
Chinese 1 0 0
Any other ethnic group 0 0 0
No ethnic group recorded 0 0 0

The table gives the number of exclusions, which may be different from the number of pupils excluded.

Teachers and classes

Quialified teachers and classes: Y5-Y8

Financial information

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) 151 Financial year 2001
Number of pupils per qualified teacher 21

Education support gaff: Y5—-Y8 £
Total number of education support staff 5 Total income 650,866
Total aggregate hours worked per week 535 Total expenditure 624,526
Deployment of teachers. Y5—-Y8 Expenditure per pupil 1,989
Percentage of time teachers spend in 82 Balance brought forward from previous 76,773
contact with classes year

Averageteachinggroup size: Y5-Y8 Balance carried forward to next year 103,133

Key Stage 2 26

Key Stage 3 27
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FTE means full-time equivalent.

Recruitment of teachers

Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years

Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years

Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE)

Number of vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE)

Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less
than one term (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.

Wellfield Middle School - 33




Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturnrate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

The teaching is good.
| am kept wel informed about how my child is
getting on.

I would feel comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The school is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outside lessons.

Other issuesraised by parents

Number of questionnaires sent out 322
Number of questionnaires returned 173
Strongly | Tendto Tendto | Strongly Don't
agree agree disagree | disagree know
37 58 3 1 1
32 54 7 1 6
31 62 2 1 5
18 57 18 3 4
A 58 1 0 7
12 49 25 8 7
40 a4 10 4 2
55 444 1 0 1
16 47 25 4 8
A 55 2 3 5
33 50 4 1 7
23 47 12 4 13

A number of parents expressed concern over the late issue of the annual reports on pupil progress

which limited their opportunity for discussion of the contents with teachers.
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PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE
CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

ENGLISH

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in Englishisvery good.

Strengths
Very high slandards of attainment in dl years.
The standard of reading, especidly reading aoud.
The qudlity of teaching.
The high standards achieved by able pupils.

Areas for improvement
Sharing best practice within the department.

75 The standards achieved by pupilsin nationd tests at the end of Year 6 are high. 1n 2001,
89% of pupils achieved the benchmark Leve 4 or above and 36% achieved Leved 5. In
2002, test resultsimproved Hill further, with 93% achieving Leve 4 or above and 39%
achieving Level 5. These results are well above the nationa average and better than results
achieved by smilar schools. There has been a steady improvement in standards since the

last inspection.

76 The high quality of pupils work in Englishismaintained in Years 7 and 8. The most able
pupilsin Y ear 8 have amature vocabulary and write with an impressive sense of style. For
example, ahomework task in which pupils had been asked to write a dream sequence
based on the novel they were studying produced work of avery high sandard. Many pupils
in this higher ability set showed the ability to use stylistic devices and descriptive language to
create an atmosphere and engage the reader.

77 Written work in dl yearsis amost aways neat and well presented. Most pupils have good
handwriting. The standard of spdlling, punctuation and grammear is generdly high. Pupilsare
ableto use avariety of methods to develop and improve their work, brainstorming, making
notes, discussing ideas with each other, drafting and re-drafting, before producing a finished
piece of work.

78 Pupilsin al years are confident readers. They are able to andyse texts of different kinds
and explore the ways in which writers use language to creste particular effects. They are
able to identify features of grammar and style, using correct linguistic terms to describe them.
InaYear 7 lesson, pupils looked closdly at an extract from anovel and picked out words
and phrases which they thought were particularly effective, explaining why they thought so
and, a the end of the lesson, summarising the different ways in which the author had used
language to create atmosphere. InaYear 5 lesson, pupils were able to discuss the waysin
which Roald Dahl creates characters and then use the same techniques to invent their own
character for aRoad Dahl story.
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Many pupils show an unusudly high degree of confidence and skill in reading doud. They
read fluently and, in many cases, expressively, understanding the need to vary pace, tone
and volume in order to engage the listener’ s attention.  There are frequent opportunities for
pupils to practise these skills, both in lessons in other subjects and through the work of the
performing arts team out of school hours. Spesking and listening kills are generaly very
good. Pupils are able to engage in discusson, offering their own views and listening
attentively when others are spesking.

The standard of attainment of pupils on entry to the school is generdly above average.
Pupils make good progressin dl years, responding well to the demands which are made on
them and achieving standards which are well above average by the time they leave the
school. Pupilswith specia educationa needs make good progress as aresult of well
targeted and carefully planned support. There are no significant differences in the standards
achieved by boys and girls or by other groups of pupils, such asthose for whom English is
not ther first language. The progress of al pupilsis regularly assessed and carefully
monitored.

The quality of teaching isgood. None of the lessons observed during the inspection was
less than satisfactory and severd were very good or excdllent. Lessons are planned very
thoroughly within acommon framework which al teachersfollow. Teachers dways explain
to pupils what the purpose of the lesson is and what they are expected to achieve. Whole
classteaching and effective questioning techniques ensure that al pupils are fully engaged
and gppropriately challenged. InaYear 5lesson on heroes and villainsin literature, the
teacher used questions very skilfully to encourage pupilsto think for themselves rather than
amply accept what they were told. She was rarely content with the first answer which
pupils gave but asked them to explain in more detail what they meant and invited other
pupilsto offer their views. Ina’Year 8 lesson on the techniques used by writersto create an
emotiona effect, able pupils were chalenged by questioning which used mature vocabulary
and demanded a high leve of concentration.

Homework is st regularly and forms an integrd part of teachers lesson planning, ensuring
that homework tasks are interesting and relevant. Pupils written work is regularly marked,
with helpful and supportive comments which show pupils how they can improve the
standard of their work.

Behaviour in lessonsis excdlent. Pupils work hard and respond very well to the high
expectations which teachers have of them. There were very few instances of lack of
concentration in the lessons observed during the inspection. In one case, the teacher had
not explained clearly enough what pupils were expected to do. In another, the lesson
lacked sufficient pace and variety to hold pupils attention.

Resources of dl kinds, including computers, are well used to support and enrich pupils
learning. However, the library is based in a classroom and is therefore not accessible during
lesson times. The subject makes a val uable contribution to pupils culturd development,
which is further enhanced by the opportunities provided by the performing arts team.

Pupils firg-hand experience of the diverse range of culturd influences within contemporary
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society and of the role of writersin this could be extended by providing more opportunities
for pupils to meet and work with visiting authors.

85 There have been sgnificant improvementsin most aspects of the work of the English
department since the last ingpection. Pupilsin Year 8 are well prepared for their move to
high school and information from the high schools shows that pupils attain high sandards at
theend of Year 9.

MATHEMATICS

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in mathematicsisvery good.

Strengths

- Standards are well above nationd average.
Pupils make good progress throughout their time at the schoal.
Teachingisgood in dl years.
Pupils have very postive attitudes to learning.

Aress for improvement
Increased use of information and communication technology within the maths curriculum.
Marking needs to be more consistently used to support pupils learning.

86 By the time pupils leave schoal at the end of Y ear 8 their attainments are well above the
average compared with other schools. At the end of Year 6 the results of standardised
nationa tests show that pupils are achieving well above the nationd average and the average
for amilar schools. Over thelast three years nationd test results in mathematics have
improved at ahigher rate than in other smilar schools nationdly.

87 Thereis no sgnificant difference in the attainments of boys and girls. Although the range of
ability on entry to the schooal is generdly higher than average, less adle pupils achieve well,
as do those with English as an additiona language. More gble pupils atain very high
dandards. Since the lagt ingpection standards in mathemeatics are sgnificantly higher.

88 By the end of Year 6 pupils make good progressin their learning. Nearly al are ableto
make mentd caculations using al four number operations when given number problemsto
solve and can use fractions and percentages and apply them to redl life Stuations. Most
pupils know the properties of various regular shapes and can caculate area and perimeter
usng aformula. They are dso able to order data of various kinds, for instance shoe sizes of
class members, then present and interpret the dataiin the form of charts and graphs.

89 By Year 8 they have made further good progress and built on their mathematica dbilities
from previous years. By this stage the great mgority of pupils are developing an
understanding of algebra and the ability to apply this to various number problems. Most
have an increasing understanding of geometry and can, for instance, use compasses and
rulers accurately to bisect angles and lines. They know the properties of quadrilatera
shapes and can work out problems involving polygons and intersecting and pardld lines.
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For mogt pupils, their understanding and use of mathemeatica language and vocabulary is
well advanced and higher ataining pupils can explain accuratdy complex mathematica
idess.

Pupils atitudesto their learning are very good. Pupils of dl abilities show very high levels
of concentration and tackle their work willingly and with interest. When asked to, they
work together on various mathematica tasks very productively. For example, aYear 7
class suggested that by working in pairs they would be better able to collect data for
frequency charts. They consequently worked more quickly and achieved more by the end
of the lesson. Through activities like this, they show good appreciation for the achievements
and efforts of others. They aso work well independently and show good initiative in their
responses to learning chalenges. They show a good knowledge of the application of charts
and graphsin other settings such as hospitals, industry and commerce. Undoubtedly, their
high level of motivation makes a strong contribution to their levels of achievement while a
school.

Teachingisgood. InYears5 and 6 it was good or better in gpproximately haf the lessons
seen. InYears 7 and 8 about two thirds of teaching was good or better. In the best
lessons, where teaching is exemplary, it has avery sgnificant impact on pupils
achievements. Thereisavery strong emphasis, in better lessons, on the development of
mental skills, mathematical language and thinking and the use of arange of Strategies for
problem-solving. Questioning is used within lessons to chalenge and extend pupils learning.
A strong fegture of good teaching is that the needs of the more able and less able are met
equaly well. In the lessons seen where teaching was satisfactory, there were fewer
opportunities for pupils to work independently and the pace of learning was lesshbrisk. Ina
small number of lessons, teachers sometimes miss opportunities to chalenge pupils,
particularly the more able. For example, inaYear 5 lesson on using bar charts pupils
quickly completed this task and then waited for the others to finish before moving on. Inal
lessons, at the time of the ingpection, there was insufficient use made of computers to
support the mathematics curriculum. However, thisis an area currently being developed and
planned for within the schoal.

Mathematics teaching makes a good contribution to pupils socid and mora development,
through the opportunities for collaborative work and the very postive relationships within the
class. However, because there are very few opportunities provided for pupils to reflect on
the importance and nature of mathematics or to consider the impact of other cultures on
mathemétics, it makes a very limited contribution to pupils spiritud and cultura
development.

Leadership and management of the mathematics department are very good. Thisisdue
partly to the very good partnership between the head of mathematics and the numeracy co-
ordinator. They work well as ateam and share the same strong commitment to the subject.
Thereis now, as a consequence, avery clear educationd direction for mathemeatics based
on the management of both the Nationa Numeracy Strategy and the Key Stage 3 Strategy.
These nationd initiatives have been carefully introduced into the school and further
developed through a structured programme of monitoring planning and teaching. As aresult
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of the monitoring of the plenary sessons in lessons there has been sgnificant improvement in
the way in which they are now used. There has dso been very good use made of various
performance data to andyse teaching and learning and to inform teachers planning.
However, an area of weskness that remainsis the inconsstent use of marking to ensure that
pupils understand how to improve their work from lesson to lesson. Overdl, leadership and
management have clearly had a very strong impact on the improvement in sandardsin
mathematics over the last four years.

94 Resources have a'so improved in the last four years and are now at a satisfactory level.
However, in order to improve current standards even further, greater investment is needed
to improve information and communication technology resources for dl pupils and to ensure
that there are sufficient specidist resources for pupils with specid educationa needs.

95 There has been good improvement in this subject againgt the issues identified in the previous
ingpection. There are now many opportunities for pupils to gpply their mathematica
undergtanding to red-life Situations and to develop their thinking and problem-solving skills
within the mathematics curriculum.  Also, the degree of chalenge for older pupils has been
improved and thisis resulting in an improvement in standards when pupils leave school.

SCIENCE

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in scienceis good.

Strengths
Theimproving trend and above average test results.
The improved teaching and learning.
The very good behaviour of pupils.

Aress for improvement
The use of teachers who are not qudified in science.
The use of rooms not suitable for teaching science.
The teachers comments on homework to help pupilsimprove their sandards.

96 Overd| standards in science are above average. Resultsin the National Curriculum tests for
11-year-old pupils were close to the national average a the time of the previous report and
have improved since then, with the exception of the year 2000 when they were below. In
2001 the number of pupils gaining the benchmark Leve 4 or better improved and was about
10% higher than the nationd average, though the proportion gaining aLeve 5 was closer to
the average. In 2002 dl pupilsgained aLevel 4 or better with two thirds gaining aLevel 5
or above. The proportion gaining aLevel 5 aimost doubled and is close to twice the
national average. Thereis no long-term difference between the performance of boys and
girls

97 Standards of work seen for 11-year-olds are above what might be expected from pupils of

this age nationdly. They plan and carry out practica work to test their hypotheses on a
range of topics such as viscosty of liquids, therma insulation and, at an early age, which
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type of Bunsen burner flame produces the most heet. Higher attaining pupils draw diagrams
of gpparatus carefully. Most pupils understand the functions of some organs in the human
body, how plants reproduce and why living creatures prefer certain habitats. All pupils use
scientific terminology well but lower ataining pupils make more errorsin speling and
diagrams are not waysto an accurate scale.

Building on work done in earlier years, the standard of work seen for 13-year-olds is above
average. Higher ataining pupils produce very nest, tidy work. Most pupils use arange of
measuring instruments competently, do practica work safely and note results carefully.
Graph-drawing skills are well developed and pupils choose gppropriate scales, label axes
with the correct units and draw linesto a good standard, athough curved lines are
sometimes a series of sraight lines joining point to point. The concept of a‘fair test” iswell
understood. Pupils can name different forms of energy, understand how they are converted
to other forms and can successfully calculate the amount of heet given to a known amount of
water. Thework of many pupilsisof asmilar above average standard but some lower
attaining pupils show erratic spelling and alack of understanding of energy transformetions.
Work sheets are used sensibly to structure lower attaining pupils learning.

Overdl, teaching isgood. No unsatisfactory lessons were seen and dmost Sx in every ten
were good or better. Good teaching was brisk and interesting with well-planned activities.
In such lessons, pupils enjoyed their science, particularly when they did practica work.
They learned effectively and could express their own ideas clearly. Because pupils
behaviour is good, teachers do not waste time maintaining discipline and lessons are
productive as aresult. Pupils make good progress through the school as aresult of the
good teaching they receive. However, more than one third of science lessons are by non-
specidigt teachersin ordinary classsooms. Pupils progressin these lessons is maintained
only by acareful seection of activities. All lessons are planned by the head of department to
ensure congstency and overcome difficulties faced by non-speciaist teachers. Because
there is inadequate technician support, it is difficult to arrange demongtrations in classrooms
to add variety to lessons and stimulate curiosity. Asaresult of these factors, classroom
lessons are not as effective in promoting good progress as those in the |aboratory.

All pupils work seen had been marked. However, the lengthy comments, although praisng
and supportive, gave little indication of how pupils could improve their sandards. On
occasions, unfinished or inadequate work had not been rectified so pupils learning was not
fully effective. Smilarly, incorrect spellings were indicated but there is no system to ensure
that the correct spellings are learned. Examples of individually researched projects were
seen but the schoal library has limited stock and is unavailable during the school day for
class research projects on topics such as, The Solar System.

Pupils with specia educationd needs make progress at the same rate as other pupils, in
some cases because teachers devote extratime to help them understand and keep up with
the work. Thework of pupils who are identified as being gifted and talented showed that
they made good progress. Pupils with English as an additiona language aso make good
progress.
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102  The department makes a good contribution to pupils mora and socia education. It gives
opportunities for cooperative work in practica lessons and pupils learn to share ideas and
divide tasks between themselves by discusson. The congtant attention to safe working by
teachersis a good example of the mordity of caring for others. There was little evidence of
the *big questions' in science contributing to pupils spiritud development. Nor was there
evidence of the impact of scientists from other cultures on the development of scientific
understanding.

103  Improvement since the previous ingpection isgood. Test results and overall stlandards have
improved from close to average to their present high levels. The qudity of teaching and
learning has aso improved. The department now has new computers and equipment which
can be used in the [aboratory to log data, word process work or be used as a research tool.
Pupils work is assessed regularly, progress monitored againgt targets and pupils set their
own targets for improvement. However, teachers marking of pupils work does not aways
show them how to improve. The continuing lack of qualified technica support hinders
progress, particularly in Years 7 and 8. Teachers spend time on necessary but routine
maintenance and preparation which limits the time available to plan new experiences, for
instance computer work or extra-curricular activities, or to develop new demonstrations or
experiments.

104  Leadership and management of the department are good. Standards are improving. There
isawel-organised scheme of work and lessons are planned on aweekly basis by the head
of department for use by the non-specidist teechers. Smilarly, there are frequent carefully
planned room changes to dleviate the difficulties caused by teaching in non-specidist rooms
and to dlow practica work to be done at the appropriate place in the programme of study.
The laboratory has colourful displays of pupils work and useful lists of Key Words and
material to match work in progress at the time.

ART AND DESIGN

Ovedl, the qudity of provisonin art issatisfactory.

Strengths
Art and design makes a good contribution to pupils cultural development.
The development of pupils’ literacy skillsiswell promoted within the subject.
The effective use of the specidist art and design room.

Aress for improvement
The use of information and communication technology in pupils work.
The development of pupils practica and critica sKills.
Marking and assessment procedures to help pupils understand how to improve.
Extending pupils experiences through vists and vistors.

105 Standardsof atainment in art and design are typical of those found nationally at the end of
Year 6 and a theend of Year 8. They remain the same asthey were at the time of the
previous ingpection. The range of work in art and design covers the requirements of the
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Nationa Curriculum programme of sudy, with the exception of the use of information and
communication technology. Although computers are available and schemes of work for art
and design plan thair use, thereis no suitable software to extend the range of media available
S0 asto develop pupils crestive skills. The computers are not yet linked to the internet, and
therefore pupils are not able to develop thair research skillsin lessons.

Most pupilsin Year 5 understand visua and tactile elements such as tone, colour, line,
texture and shape. They were able to use these elements satisfactorily in a practica way
when composing adtill life arrangement. However they lack confidence in tharr ahility to
draw what they see, and asked the teacher if it was going to be hard, when they were
required to sketch part of their il life. Many pupilsfind it difficult to work within the
congraints set for their task, for example sdecting no more than five or Six objects, or
drawing only what they see within the viewfinder. Pupilsin Year 6 practise and improve
their drawing skills, for example, working on facia expressions, body movement and
proportion. They build on what they have learned, when representing the human formin a
three-dimensiond way. In one lesson observed pupils used wire mesh to creste a
supporting armature for their models. They persevered well despite difficulties presented by
the materid, because they enjoy the ‘making’ aspect of their tasks. In Year 7 pupils explore
more abgtract themes such as symbolism, producing collages which reflect their own
persondities. In tasks such as these pupils lack the skills to continually evauate their work
in order to adapt and improve, or to judge the appropriate point to stop. Pupils extend
landscapes using smal pictures as garting points and achieve successin continuing the
shapes of the environmenta features. However, they do lesswell in mixing paints to match
the existing colours. Pupilsin Year 8 produce some striking and interesting work based on
Aborigind art, recreating rock paintings and usng natura images in repegting prints on
fabric. All pupils have sketchbooks but they are not used sufficiently for pupilsto practise
and experiment, in order to improve drawing or colour mixing skills.

Opportunities which contribute well to pupils culturd development are built into each unit of
work. For example, each year group learns about the work of famous artists, designers and
crafts people from Britain and Western Europe, as well as from different cultures such as
Aborigind, African and Idamic. Pupils spiritud awareness and literacy killsare dso
developed well, when they respond to the images they have seen or created, expressing
their fedingsin verbd or written form.

The progress pupils make in their art and design lessons and over the longer termis
satisfactory in most aspects of the subject. Pupils would make better progress and
subsequently atain higher sandardsif their basic skillsin drawing and painting and in
evauating and refining their work, were developed further.

Pupils attitudes to art and design are satisfactory overdl. Pupils say they enjoy lessonsin
art and design; and their attitudes and behaviour during the practicd parts of lessons are
good. They work chearfully and with interest. However, they do lesswell when they are
required to listen during introductions and plenaries, often fidgeting or being inattentive.
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The quality of teaching is satisfactory with some good features. The specidist teacher who
teaches al pupils has a good subject knowledge. This has enabled her to develop an
interesting scheme of work to motivate pupils and to help them to acquire new skills and
knowledge. Her thorough planning ensures that each lesson develops sequentiadly and at a
good pace. Theteacher’s demondrations of new techniques have a positive impact on
pupils learning, as does her use of subject pecific vocabulary. Sheis very postivein her
rel ationships with pupils and supportive of pupils who have specia educationa needs. The
marking of pupils work isaways very postive, but does not aways include advice on how
pupils might improve their work. At the end of each unit of work, the teacher involves
pupilsin assessing how they have done, but this assessment is not sufficiently linked to the
levels of attainment associated with the Nationa Curriculum.

The subject is managed satisfactorily and resources are sufficient to meet the needs of the
Nationa Curriculum, with the exception of the information and communication technology
element, where resources are inadequate. There is an extensve range of reference books
from which to draw information and examples of work by famous artists. Thereisalarge
storeroom, but attention needs to be given to its organisation and accessbility. Asaresult
of avery recent refurbishment programme there were few displays of pupils artwork
around the schoal at the time of the ingpection. Displaysin the art and design room feature
too heavily the work of famous artists, instructiona notices and shabby posters and does not
celebrate sufficiently current work by pupils. Pupils are rardly given the opportunity to visit
art gdleries or to work with professond artists, both of which would help to extend the
range of pupils experience in art and design and provide new chalenges.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in design and technology is satisfactory and improving.

Strengths
- Very postive pupils who are keen to work hard.
Practica approaches to processes of problem-solving, design, making and evauating.
The teaching of making Kills.
Teechers effective planning.
The capacity to continue to improve.

Areas for improvement
The continuity of the learning of making skillsfor pupilsin Year 5 and 6.
Marking of pupils work and the use of the assessment information gained.
The use of information and communication technology to enhance design.

112

Overdl, pupils attain standards by the end of Years 6 and 8 that are typicd of those found
nationdly. Pupils show agood grasp of the design process frequently demondirating
imaginative ideas from which they sdect their fina product, which is made to agood qudity,
and then its effectiveness evduated. Generally boys and girls of dl abilities and backgrounds
are making at least satisfactory progressin the overdl approach to design and technology as
they move through the school. By the end of Year 8 making skills are satisfactory overal,
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with some more able pupils showing the skill levels to produce very good quality products.
However, the range of making skills that pupilsin Year 6 demondrate istoo limited because
curriculum organisation for some pupils limits their accessto activitiesin ‘resstant materids
and ‘food’ and ‘textiles’ to one or the other. This reduces the progress pupils make and
resultsin only satisfactory standards in making skills by the end of Year 8.

Overdl the qudlity of teaching is satisfactory. There are some good features, which are
present in dl lessons. Teachers have secure subject knowledge and have good levels of
persond skillsin the subject. This enables them to support pupils learning well. Lessons
are effectively planned so that pupils progressis effectively promoted. However, ina
ggnificant number of lessons seen the pace of learning was dower than it might have been.
Too frequently pupils are given over-generous amounts of time to complete the tasks they
areset. Thisis more often the case at the design stage of the process than at the making
dage. For example, haf of the pupilsin a class completed a cooking task from ingredients
to completed cakes within the 55-minute lesson whilst the other haf produced some limited
theory and design work. Pupils clearly respond well to their lessons showing good levels of
interest and concentration. They are able to work well independently aswell asin pairsand
small groups as the need arises but too often topics have a narrow design brief and alow
little opportunity for pupils to show sufficient independence in their designs.

Overdl, there has been satisfactory progress since the last ingpection athough wesknesses
remain in the marking of pupils work which identifies their successes but does not inform
pupils how they might improve their designs or products.

Pupils are prepared wel in many respects for their move to high school with athorough
understanding of the design process which enables them to progressrapidly in Year 9 to
attain above average standards at the end of that year.

The accommodation for design and technology is good with a materials workshop and a
food/textiles room both used for al year groups. The accommodation clearly enhances
pupils learning opportunities especidly for pupilsin Years 5 and 6. Resourcing is barely
adequate and without the generous support of parents providing some materias the amount
and qudity of the pupils work would be much lower. Although there are computers
available within the design and technology areaithe leve of useislow and thisis detracting
from the overal progress pupils make.

GEOGRAPHY

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in geography is good.

Strengths
- Chalenging teaching for older pupils.
Imaginative curricular provison, including the use of information and communication
technology.
Pupils enthusiastic responses.
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Aress for improvement

More consstency in marking in Years 5 and 6.
Book resources.
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Standards in geography arein line with those typicdly found nationdly by the end of Year 6,
and sgnificantly above by the end of Year 8, the latter being a product of highly motivationd
and chdlenging teaching.

By age 11, pupils written and ord work is generdly satisfactory by national standards but,
because the teaching is heavily fact-laden, the pupils have not been sufficiently chalenged to
move beyond the factua basis of geography to explore ideas and draw conclusons. For
example, in Year 5 lesson on water supply the very interested pupils were not able to
explore the impact of alack of water supply on people in Kenya.

By age 13, pupils written and ord work is significantly above nationd expectaions. Pupils
are seen to be making sophisticated deductions and making connections between various
aspects of their work, and they have high levels of knowledge in both physica and human
geography. They understand the inter-relationship between the physica and human, and this
is exemplified by their high quality work related to loca coastd weethering and eroson and
itsimpact on leisure and tourism. They aso make good use of information and
communication technology, including using internet resources. They dso have consderable
grengths in making field sketches.

Achievement is consstently satisfactory in Years 5 and 6 because pupils are systematically
building up their knowledge base for geography and their written work improves over time.
Achievement in Years 7 and 8 is dlill better, being consistently at least good. Thisis because
pupils are developing their geographicd skills and bringing outside sources and experience
to inform the process.

The high levels of achievement identified at the school are confirmed by end of Year O deta
from the high schools which confirms that many pupils secure very high atainment levelsin

geography.

Teachingisvery good in Years 7 and 8 and consistently satisfactory or better in Years 5
and 6. InYears5and 6 much of itislargely knowledge-based and the skills dimension of
geography isinsufficiently explored. By contrast in Years 7 and 8 the chdlenge for pupilsis
high, reflected in the teachers expectation and encouragement. The teachers subject
knowledge is extensve, of a high cdibre and used well to develop pupils skills. Planning is
good. Thereis plenty of individud support for pupils. Reviews of learning within lessons
are astrong feature, therefore making informal assessment very effective.

The curriculumisadtrength in Years 7 and 8 because it does have a strong foundation in
skills development. The provision for physica geography is particularly strong, with locd
and regiond gites, such asthe loca coastline and Scarborough, being well-used.

Informeation and communication technology is a srong feature of the curriculum in geography
with information retrieval being akey dement. The sengtive study of the outcomes of
internationa tragedies, such as the Rwandan earthquake, is avauable spiritua contribution
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to learning, and the study of Brazil provides a cultura dimenson. The manner in which
coastal weethering is studied in relation to the attitudes and expectations of the loca
community isavauable exercise in politicd literacy and, therefore, citizenship.

Assessment and marking are astrength in Years 7 and 8. However, in Years5and 6 it is
inconsgent. Thisisrelated to previous ingability in the availability of teaching personnel.
This weakness can now be addressed in the present period of staffing stability.

Leadership in geography is good because there is good awareness of the present-day issues
arisng from the national Key Stage 3 Strategy. However, the differences in standards of
older and younger pupils means that the management of geography needs to be strengthened
by more effective monitoring and evaluation. There are inadequate levels of books for the
subject even though significant levels of funding have been directed to geography since the

last ingpection.

HISTORY

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in higory is good.

Strengths
Thoughtful teaching which chalenges pupils.

Imaginative curricular provison.
Pupils enthusiastic responses.

Aress for improvement

Marking.
Use of Nationd Curriculum levels and target-setting in assessment.
Use of assessment information for future planning.
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Standards in history are above nationa averages because the pupils respond very
enthusadticdly to chalenging teaching.

By age 11, most pupils written and ora work is above national averages, with particular
grengths in deductive thinking where they use hitorical information well to creste extended
conclusions, in such work asthe andyss of census data.

By age 13, pupils written and oral work continues to be above national averages, with
many boys and girls making sophisticated deductions from very chalenging evidence such as
messages given out by posture in photographs of important historica figures and in the art of
providing context for portrait paintings.

Achievement is congstently good because pupils respond very positively to the chalenges
provided by the teechers. Their motivation is enhanced by the way teachersinvolve al
pupils, including those with specia educationa needs, in learning which both enables them to
participate fully and yet dso enables many pupils to reech high levels of atainment. For
example, when Year 7 pupils using role play explored how medieva monarchs kept control.
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Teaching isgood. Inlessons seen it was dways good and sometimes very good. Itis
based on teachers good subject knowledge and good planning but this is accompanied by
chalenges which draw pupils of dl abilities; by a strong sense of pace, which is frequently
accderated by pupils enthusiasm; by individuad support; and by regular checks of what
pupils know and can do. Whilst teachers are good at assessing what pupils have learned in
aparticular lesson, assessment and marking generaly are areas for development. Formal
assessment of pupils work does not relate to Nationa Curriculum levels and does not
identify sufficiently what strengths and weeknesses have been identified in the pupils work
or what they need to do to improve further.

The curriculum is a strength because it has a heavy emphasis on the development of pupils
skills, especidly in the area of using primary evidence, such as photographs and paintings or
census data. It al'so covers abroad range of topics and contexts. The study of the Indus
Vdley in Year 6 and of the ldamic Civilisation in Year 7 are important contributions to
pupils spiritua and cultural awareness. Fegtures of the methodology used in the history
curriculum, such asthe andlyss of photographs and paintings, are important exercisesin
palitica literacy and, therefore, of citizenship.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in information and communication technology is good.

Strengths
The qudity of teaching.

Pupils attitudes to learning, and their confidence when using information and communication

technology.

Aress for improvement

Conggtency of assessment and marking.
Use of information and communication technology to enhance teaching and learning in other

subject aress.

132

Standards achieved by pupils a the end of Year 6 are & least in line with nationd averages
and are often better. All pupils are working at or near Level 4. They are able to enter data
into a spreadshest, add rows and columns and use smple formulae to caculate val ues.

Y ear 6 pupils during the ingpection were searching and identifying rlevant links for work on
the Indus Vdley. By the end of Year 8 pupils are achieving nationa expectations, with
many achieving beyond this. Almost dl pupils were confident searching the internet for
pictures and information to add to the PowerPoint presentations they were cregting, while
Y ear 8 pupils showed arange of skills when adding pages and creating hyper-links to their
emerging web stes. Pupils are prepared well for their move to high school.  Assessment
information from the high schools indicates that pupils atain above average sandards by the
end of Year 9.
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Overdl the qudity of teachingisgood. The qudity of teachingin Years5 and 6is at least
satisfactory and often good. Teachers have good subject knowledge, lessons are well
planned and support saff are well briefed to further develop pupils learning. The qudity of
teaching within Years 7 and 8 is a least satisfactory with some very good teaching.
Characterigtics of good teaching include teachers high expectations, clear explanations of
lesson objectives and the use of praise to reward pupils for their efforts. Less effective
teaching results from occasiond long teacher-led introductions. The school has invested
sgnificantly in the provison of modern hardware and software. This has enabled pupilsto
become involved in web design and creetion providing appropriate challenge for the more
able pupils.

Pupils enjoy information and communication technology. They are confident users and are
keen to learn. Significant numbers of pupils have access to information and communication
technology a home, which contributes to the sandards they achieve. The qudity of learning
isgood. Pupilswith specid educationa needs are well supported and usudly achieve the
targets set for them. The more able pupils can work with greeter independence and often
help to support the learning of other pupils, either through paired work or being identified as
information and communication technology monitors. Thereis no difference in the sandards
achieved by boys or girls. They often work together in small groups and use the appropriate
technical language to support their learning. Pupils are aware of their levels of work against
Nationa Curriculum standards. Many can identify what they need to do to improve or
develop their work. However, marking of their work is inconsistent and assessment
procedures have not been fully developed. The school has recently invested in a published
asessment system to improve the effectiveness of the assessment process.

The leadership and management of the department are good. There is a shared commitment
to improve, and the co-ordinator sets a good example for other members of the department.
The co-ordinator has plans to monitor the other teachers of the subject but this has not yet
taken place. Thereisawell-prepared handbook available to staff within the department and
the school iswedl informed about the national Key Stage 3 information and communicetion
technology Strategy.

The school has made effective use of money from the National Grid for Learning andisa
member of the Northern Grid — Regional Broadband Consortium. There are
appropriate policiesin place including an Internet Acceptable Use agreement, which is
signed by parents and pupils. Teachers had completed their New Opportunities-funded
information and communication technology training but many of the teachers trained have
since moved esewhere. The school has sufficient computers but accommodation in the
computer suite is cramped especidly for older pupils.

There are sgnificant information and communication technology developments planned for
the near future including the introduction of an interactive white board into mathematics, and
the use of video-conferencing within modern foreign languages. The use of information and
communication technology in the other subjects of the curriculum is currently
underdeveloped, athough good practice exists in geography and history.
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Progress since the last ingpection has been good. There has been asignificant investment
into resources for information and communication technology. All pupils cover the nationdly
required programme of work in this subject dthough provison for control and
monitoring/measuring is gill weak. Theimproved provision and timetable changes have
helped improve the standards achieved by pupils of al ages.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in modern foreign languagesis good.

Strengths
- Standards of attainment are frequently above those nationdly expected.
The qudlity of teaching is very good.
The newly appointed head of modern languages is demonstrating very good leadership and
management of the subject.
Lesson planning is excellent.
Pupils attitudes to the subject are very good and they have an enthusasm to learn.

Aress for improvement
The schemes of work and department handbook.
Learning resources o that:

there is atextbook available for each pupil in Years 7 and 8,

there are more gppropriate resources for lower attaining pupils,

there is a greater range of software to enable more effective use of information and
communication technology to support learning.
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Modern foreign languagesistaught in Years 6, 7 and 8. Pupilsin Year 6 have one
timetabled lesson each week. Higher attaining pupilsin Year 8 have accessto a Sarter
course in German. One specidist teacher isrespongble for teaching modern foreign

languages.

Standards in French areimproving and are now above average by theend of Year 8. In
Year 6, pupils had only had five lessons of French at the time of the inspection but had made
apogtive and confident start. All pupils, including those with specia educationa needs,
make good progress. In the early weeks of the Y ear 8 course the higher attaining pupils are
dready performing a Leve 4 of the Nationd Curriculum. They are able to write at some
length about their school in generdly accurate French, athough there are some errorsin verb
endings and adjectiva agreement. They are able to write compound and complex
sentences, dating and jugtifying preferences. Lower attaining pupils can write three or four
linked sentences to describe themsalves and their homes. Higher attaining pupils and those
of average attainment are able to conduct brief conversations covering familiar topics such
astheir family and school. Pronunciation and accent are good. Lower ataining pupils can
give brief responsesin clear French to questions on smilar topics. InaYear 7 French
lesson, there was a very good example of pupils developing the ability to recognise and
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correct their own errors of usage. Pupilsin Year 8 had made a positive start to their study
of German.

141  Pupils have very good attitudes to the subject. They work with obvious enthusiasm for
language learning. They are keen to take part in learning activities and show high levels of
concentration when given the opportunity to work on their own or in pairs. Although pupils
show an accurate awareness of the National Curriculum levels at which they are working,
they are not aware of what they need to do to move on to ahigher level. The newly
appointed head of modern languages has recognised this, and isin the process of ingtituting
an assessment scheme which will involve pupilsin evauating their progress and setting
targets for improvemen.

142 The qudity of teaching isvery good. The teacher has excellent command of the languages
taught and uses the ‘target’ language well as amodd for the pupils. Thereisarigorous
focus on accurate pronunciation. InaYear 7 French lesson, chord repetition was used
effectively to rectify pupils errors. Lesson planning is excdllent, with clear objectives for
each lesson and targets set for pupilsto achieve. Assessment is used well to focus on key
aspects of language within lessons. The pace is varied to suit pupils needs. InaYear 8
French lesson brisk questioning dicited alively and confident response, with clear evidence
of pupils gainsin vocabulary and effective use of the language by the end of the lesson.
Teaching is conducted in a cam, assured manner which establishes very good working
relationships in the classroom. Work in exercise books is closaly corrected and there are
some helpful comments to show pupils how to improve the accuracy of their written work
thisterm.

143  Therecently agppointed head of modern languages, showing good management, has set
hersdlf an achievable set of priorities to make further improvements based on an accurate
andysis of the needs of the department. The schemes of work are in need of review as
references to the Nationa Curriculum pre-date the revisons in 2000, and they do not
accurately reflect the current provison for language in the school. Pupils who have shown
themsalves to be taented linguists have the opportunity to work with foreign language
assigtants through links with aloca Language College, but there are limited opportunities for
other pupils to make contact with native speskers.

144 There has been very good progress since the last inspection. The current head of
department has the capacity to make even greater improvements. Pupils motivation and
attitudes are now very positive and standards have improved. Lesson planning is excdllent
and the qudlity of teaching is consstently at least good. Time for modern languagesis now
adequate but thereis a need to improve resources. The limited number of textbooksin
Years 7 and 8 restricts opportunities for homework and independent study. The textbook
used in Year 8isnot gppropriate for lower attaining pupils and there is scope for greeter use
of information and communication technology to support learning.

MUSIC

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in music is good.
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Strengths
High standards of attainment in dl years.
The positive atitude which pupils have to music making.
A wdl planned curriculum.

Aress for improvement
Providing more opportunities for Snging in Years 7 and 8.
Giving pupils more grategies for improving and extending their compositions
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Musicistaught to dl pupilsin a specidist room by the well qualified head of department.

The standards attained by pupils by the end of Years 5 and 6 are above the nationa
average. Pupils have agood knowledge of the dements of music. Nearly dl understand the
meaning of terms such as tempo, pitch and dynamics. They can identify these festuresin
music which they listen to and use them when making music themsdves. Mot pupilssng
well and have a good sense of rhythm. PupilsinaYear 5 class sang clearly and tunefully in
two parts, confidently changing parts during the course of the song. The same class,
listening to recordings they had made in the previous lesson, understood the difference
between pulse and rhythm and were able to identify strengths and weeknesses in each
others performances. The recordings of pupils work showed that most pupils were able to
keep in time with a partner playing a short percussion piece; and some were able to cregte
more complex rhythmic patterns.

These standards are maintained in Years 7 and 8, where pupils encounter awider range of
musical styles and attempt more demanding tasks in performance and compostion. Year 7
pupils working on individual compositions were able to use percussion instruments and
electronic keyboards to create different moods within athree-part structure. In alistening
tet, pupilsin Year 8 were able to identify musica features in songs by Schubert, showing
that they had remembered things learned in previous lessons and that they were able to
apply thislearning to music heard for the first time. The same pupils were dso able to use
electronic keyboards to perform ameody by Haydn in amodern style. They could aso
compose variations which, in some cases, were incorporated into well structured and
confidently performed pieces.

Pupils generally make good progress from year to year. However, the strong start which is
madein snging in Years 5 and 6 isnot maintained in Years 7 and 8, where the curriculum is
mainly focused on usng musicd instruments and introducing pupils to awider range of
musica syles. Some pupils are given the opportunity to sing in school productions and
other extra-curricular activities but most older pupils are not given sufficient opportunity to
snginlessons. Pupils behave well in lessons and enjoy making music. They co-operate
well in group activities, take care of musical insruments and listen sengtively to each other
when performing.

The qudlity of teaching isgood. Lessons are wdll planned and effectively organised. The
ams of each lesson are made clear and pupils understand what is expected of them. The
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tasks set are well matched to pupils ages and abilities. There isagood balance between
different kinds of activity. Over time, pupils experience awide range of musicd stylesand
culturd traditions. Lessons are mainly practica and pupils are given the opportunity to use a
vaiety of insgruments, including percussion ingruments from different parts of the world such
asAfricaand Asa

In lessons which focus on compostion, the tasks set are planned to give pupils
opportunities to develop their own ideas. Pupils skillsin composition could be further
developed by giving more time to activities which involve the whole dass and which enable
them to explore different gpproaches to composing. PupilsinaYear 7 classworking in
small groups on a composition task, had good ideas but were not always sure how to realise
them. They would have benefited from more frequent opportunities to explore problems
with the rest of the class and find aternative solutions.

There have been sgnificant improvements since the last ingpection. Standards of attainment
are now higher in dl years, and the quaity and range of resources are now much better. All
music lessons are taught in specialist accommodation. Music makes a va uable contribution
to pupils cultura development. Thisis further enriched by opportunitiesto take part in
school productions and other events outside school. There is a strong commitment to
maintaining and improving this standard of provision by the head of music and her colleagues
in the performing arts team.

PHYS CAL EDUCATION

Ovedl, the qudity of provison in physical education is good

Strengths

Quadlity and consgstency of teaching.
Quality and range of extra-curricular activities available to pupils.

Aress for improvement

Refining the current assessment process to make it more managesble.
Improving the storage of and access to resources.
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The subject has made good progress since the last ingpection.

Standards by the end of Years 6 and 8 are now at least in line with those expected
nationally for these year groups. Most pupilsin Year 6 are achieving the benchmark Leve 4
in al aspects of the physical education curriculum seen during the ingpection. They are adle,
for example, to organise themselves into mixed groups for dance, to practise football-
shooting skillsin smal groups and then to apply them to a game Situation. This progress
continues through to Y ear 8 where most pupils are working at Leve 5, and some are
achieving higher levelsin some aspects of the physica education curriculum. Pupils
identified as gifted or talented receive good support and encouragement to attain very high
gandards. Pupils engage in warm up and cool down activities with enthusasm. They

Wellfield Middle School - 52




154

155

156

157

158

respond well to video and music simulations in gymnastics, and dance to produce fluent
floor sequences.

The quality of teaching in both key stagesis satisfactory or better. The specidist teachers
have good subject knowledge and high expectations. Lessons are carefully planned to
ensure that pupils of al abilities are able to achieve the objectives set a the start of the
lesson. Teachers demonstrate more complex movements and skills clearly to ensure that
pupils are able to practice them safely. Most lessons proceed a a good pace.

Teachers have a good knowledge of their pupils. They ensure that the needs of al pupils
are met, especialy those who have specid educationa needs. Pupils with hearing problems
benefit from the use of video demondrations and music to set the rhythm for warm up
activities. All pupils have access to the full range of curriculum activities that are offered
through lessons and the congderable number of extra-curricular activities offered. Many
pupils have representative honours for the school and didtrict in arange of sporting activities
including boys and girls footbal, swimming and athletics.

Pupils make good progress. They enjoy their lessons and work hard to improve their skills
in dl aspects and meet the high expectations set by their teachers. They are encouraged to
take respongihility, for example in refereeing their own footbal games. More able pupils
support less able pupilsin assessing their group work in dance. 1n aerobic sessons, pupils
followed the movementsin a Tae Bo video carefully, and then gpplied the activities to their
own warm up sequences. Boys and girls both participated in footbal activities seen during
the inspection. The boys participated in asmdl game with little intervention from the teacher
while girls focussed on developing the skills of chip passes and shooting.

The subject co-ordinator provides good leadership, ensuring that detailed guidance and
planning are available to teachers to ensure that a balanced programme of work for each
classisachieved. Good links have been developed with other schools and the local
education authority’ s subject adviser. There isawide range of good quaity extra-curricular
opportunities offered by staff, including the school caretaker, further supported by vigting
experts. Thereisadetailed assessment procedure in place; but this needs further refinement
to make it aworkable procedure and to ensure its adoption by al members of the
department. There is some time identified for the subject co-ordinator to monitor the
teaching of the subject but thisis not yet being used systematically to identify priorities for
further improvement in teaching.

Saffing has improved since the last ingpection. Thereisnow asmaler team which is
currently appropriately qudified to teach the subject. Thereis, however, aneed to ensure
that they recelve access to on-going training and support to maintain the current high
standards. Learning resources are appropriate. Some new equipment has been purchased
but there is still a need to replace the older gym equipment inthe hdl. Outsde facilities are
generdly good but overdl storage space is unsatisfactory. It islimited, and some resources
are inaccessible and some are ingppropriately Sted.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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Ovedl, the qudity of provison in religious education is satisfactory.

Strengths

Interested and well motivated pupils.

Good use of appropriate rdigious language by pupils.
Good provison for pupils with specia educationd needs.

Pupils good progressin oral work

Good classroom resources.

Aress for improvement
Teachers knowledge and expertise.

Schemes of work so that what pupilswill learn in terms of knowledge, understanding and skills

areidentified.

Marking, assessment and target setting
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In order to evauate Sandardsin religious educeation in the schodl it has been necessary to
relate these to non-gtatutory Qudifications and Curriculum Authority levels as guidance.
The locdly agreed syllabusin use at the time of the ingpection does not clearly identify the
levels of attainment expected by the end of Years 6 and 8.

Pupils standards in religious education on entry to the school, as shown by written work,
are below average. Many of these pupils are till working regularly at the nationaly defined
Levd 2 in knowledge and understanding and there is little evidence of work on evaluation
and reflection. By the beginning of Year 6, able pupils are producing some work &t the
national benchmark Leve 4. Thereislittle difference in sandards shown by the work of
middle and lower ability pupils, whose work is of below average sandard. Standards at the
end of Year 6 are below those expected in relation to nationaly defined levels.

Standardsin Years 7 and 8 are lower than they should be. Samples of pupils work show
that standards are below those normally found. However, sandards are higher in ora work
in lessons than in written work. For example, in alesson on prayer able pupils were able to
talk about the stigmata and the influence of individud’ sinterests and characters on the
prayers said and language used.

Pupils are making progress in religious education as demonstrated in most of the lessons
seen. However, thisis not sufficient for them to attain standards smilar to those in other
subjects by the end of Year 8. Progressisbetter in Years5 and 6 thanin Years 7 and 8.
Pupilsin Years 5 and 6 respond well to effective questioning and are able to speculate and
suggest reasons for events. For example, their explanations for the Plagues of Egypt were
imaginative and they were able to speculate on how Moses would fed when asking Pharach
for the freedom of his people. They used agood range of language including rdligious
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language. These pupils understood the concept of responghbility to acommunity but were
not aware of the power of God in reation to the Ten Plagues. A Year 5 group quickly
learned about some of the symbolism of baptism and asked perceptive questions based on
their new understanding.

Progressisdower in Years 7 and 8. Work samples do not indicate sufficient progress from
the beginning of Year 7 to the beginning of Year 8 and there appears to be little differencein
the achievement of more able and middle ability pupils. Written tasks relate mainly to factua
knowledge with some limited dements of understanding the reasons for these facts. Thereis
little evidence in written work of reflection on how reigious beliefs and practice influence the
lives of believers. Thelack of identified persond responses by pupils to issues of belief and
practice shows very limited opportunities for contributions to pupils spiritual development.
However, in alesson aYear 7 class was able to successfully apply their learning about
religious symbols to the cartoon strip they were designing to show the Parable of the Good
Samaritan. Middle and lower ability pupilsin Year 8 find work on prayer difficult. They
know the words of the Lord’ s Prayer but are unclear about the purpose of prayer. They
find the language of some of the prayers difficult to understand. However, more able pupils
enjoy reading prayers and discussing their meaning and purpose. They are able to use the
words of the prayers to speculate on the characteristics of some of the saints to whom the
prayers are attributed. In oral work in class these able Y ear 8 pupils were making good
progress.

Pupils with specid educational needs make good progress. Teachers are aware of their
needs and support these pupils well. Most of these pupils are interested and well motivated
in religious education lessons.

There are no specidist teachersfor religious education in the school. Thisisreflected in the
relaively low quaity of some of the tasksthat are set and in some of the lessons observed.
However, overdl teaching is satisfactory. One unsatisfactory lesson was seen but the
remainder were either good or satisfactory. Mogt of the lesson planning seen during the
ingpection was good, dthough the schemes of work for religious education from which
teachers work, lack detail and do not give non-speciaist teachers sufficient support. The
schemes of work are based on the North Tyneside Agreed Syllabus. This syllabus does not
contain definitions of levels of pupils work to support the effective setting of tasks or the
assessment of work. Al teachers set clear objectives for each lesson they teach. Good use
of language by teachers enables pupils to use the correct termsin al classesand thisisa
strength. However, teachers lack of knowledge of the subject means that the expectations
of the pupils are often too high or too low and this makes learning more difficult. For
example, the task of sequencing the actions of baptisminaYear 5 lesson offered very little
chalenge to the pupils. Teachers aso need to be clearer about what they want the pupils to
know, do and understand at the end of each lesson. Regular use of the time at the end of
the lesson to review what pupils have learned would improve teaching and learning.
Resources are well used. Pupils respond well to most discussions and the practica tasks
that are set. Teachers make use of The Children’s Bible; and one teacher used music
effectively in her lessons.
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The school makes too limited use of the local and wider community. InYear 5, pupils have
the opportunity to vist aloca church but there are no other opportunities for smilar visitsin
the other faiths studied. Members of the Salvation Army support the curriculum in school.
Good use is made of homework that often involves pupils talking to their family about events
in their own lives

Marking and assessment in religious educeation are unsatisfactory and need to be devel oped
if gandards are to improve. Assessments are not related to identified standards. This
means that accurate assessments cannot be made and useful targets for future attainment
cannot be set for pupils. The school iswaiting for the revised Agreed Syllabus to be
published. In the meantime the department has started some work on assessment using the
nationaly defined sandards. The day to day marking and assessment of pupils work is
unsatisfactory.  Currently marking does not give pupils much information about their
performance or what they can do to improveit.

Effective leadership has ensured that there are schemes of work relaing to the locally
Agreed Syllabus in place and that good resources are available. However, the schemes do
not indicate sufficiently what is to be expected of pupils of differing ages and &bilities.
Teachersfed effectively supported by the subject leader. They meet with him once aterm
to explore issues rlating to planning their work. The subject leader attends religious
education meetings with the local schools once aterm; but teachers have not atended any
training sessons to develop their knowledge and skillsin religious education as suggested in
the previous ingpection report.

The school has made limited progress in religious education since the previous inspection as
the number of teachers teaching the subject has been reduced to creete a smdl, more
manageable team. However, current Saff have very limited expertise and knowledge of
religious educetion, particularly related to the Agreed Syllabus now being used. Thisis
resulting in standards that are not as high as those in other subjects. Resources are now
good with the exception of thosein thelibrary. Thereislittle use of information and
communication technology to support teaching and learning in the subject.
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