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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Cowick Church of England is a smaller than average primary school. It is situated in the village of East
Cowick, approximately five miles west of Goole, in the East Riding of Yorkshire. The village of East
Cowick is very small and 50 per cent of pupils come from outside the catchment area. The majority of
pupils come from Snaith and the surrounding villages of Gowdall and Rawcliffe. Some pupils travel quite
some distance to the school from the local towns of Goole and Howden and villages near to York. The
school is housed in a Victorian building, which has a new extension, and one mobile classroom. At
present there is no hall. There are three mixed-aged classes and a separate Year 6 class. There are 91
pupils on roll altogether. All are of white British origin. All children start Reception in September
following their fourth birthday. Three pupils are eligible for free school meals, which is below the national
average. Seven pupils have special educational needs, mainly for learning difficulties. This proportion is
below the national average. There are no pupils with statements. There are no pupils who speak English
as an additional language attending the school. Children’s attainment on entry to the school is broadly
average although this fluctuates year on year.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Cowick is a school which provides its pupils with a good standard of education. A positive Christian
ethos permeates and the school fully meets its aims and objectives. Pupils, including those with
special educational needs, achieve well. They enjoy coming to school, they work hard and concentrate
in lessons. The teaching is good in all classes and consequently pupils make good progress. The
school is very well led and efficiently managed and provides good value for money.

What the school does well

Standards are above average in English, mathematics and science.

Children are given a good start to their education in the Reception year.

The teaching is good and pupils of all ages achieve well.

Pupils have very positive attitudes to school and to their work and their behaviour is very good.
Provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral and social development is very good.

The headteacher provides clear direction for the school.

Pupils with special educational needs make good progress.

What could be improved

Strategies for evaluating the money that is spent.
Health and safety issues require addressing.

There is a need for a school hall.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.
HOW THE SCHOOL HAS IMPROVED SINCE ITS LAST INSPECTION

Since the school was last inspected in 1998 it has made good improvements. High standards have
generally been maintained. Assessment procedures are very well established and information about
individual pupils is used extensively for checking on progress and setting pupils targets for improvement.
The school analyses optional and national tests in order to address teaching and learning. The governing
body has put satisfactory systems in place in order to manage the school more effectively. Governors
have become more involved in the running of the school and have delegated responsibility for different
aspects of the curriculum, for example, literacy, numeracy and special educational needs. The governing
body has a rolling programme for reviewing curriculum policies and has worked on producing policies,
such as the Racial Equality policy. However, as yet the governing body is not fully evaluating how
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money spent is having an impact on pupils’ learning. The
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school has had a classroom built since the last inspection, which provides much improved
accommodation for the youngest pupils. Although not a key issue, there has been an improvement in
the teaching of information and communication technology. All staff have received training which has
given them confidence to teach the subject. There are computers in each classroom and pupils are
starting to develop appropriate skills. Multicultural education now has a higher profile and pupils are
learning about cultures other than their own.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils at the end of Year 6 based on average point scores in
National Curriculum tests.

compared with
Performance in: all schools similar Key
schools
2000 2001 2002 2002
English A C D E well above average A
above average B
Mathematics A B D E average C
below average D
Science C B E E well below average E

Pupils’ performance by the end of Year 6 in 2002 was not as high as in previous years. This was largely
due to the small size of the year group, only fifteen pupils took the test, and the high number of pupils
with special educational needs. However, pupils attained the levels expected by the school but few
attained the higher level 5 in all three subjects. This does not represent an overall fall in standards, as
performance with such small numbers taking the test fluctuates year on year.

The current Year 6 pupils attain above average standards in English and well above average standards in
mathematics and science and pupils achieve well overall. The school has placed a great deal of
emphasis on pupils’ writing and this has shown good improvement since the last inspection. Pupils use
spelling planners in order to spell words correctly and they use a structured approach for planning their
writing. Teachers have encouraged pupils to plan carefully before starting to write. Pupils show very good
mathematical ability and can work with quite complex numbers and in science they have a good grasp
of scientific knowledge and can set up their own tests. Targets set by the school are challenging and
well matched to groups of pupils.

Standards in reading and writing were well above average by the end of Year 2 in the 2002 national tests
and average in mathematics. These results showed good improvement in reading and writing from the
previous two years. There are no science tests for Year 2 pupils but teachers’ assessments show that
they attained highly in 2002. Attainment in the current Year 2 class is above average in reading and
writing, mathematics and science. They achieve well in all subjects.

Standards are above average by the end of Year 6 in art and design, design and technology, history,
geography and music. In information and communication technology and religious education, standards
are average. Standards in physical education are above average by the end of Year 2 but the lack of
facilities and apparatus for gymnastics slows down progress, consequently, standards are only those
expected by the end of Year 6.

Children make good progress in the mixed Reception / Year 1 class and although some of them have

only recently had their fourth birthday, they are expected to meet the targets set for them by the end of
the year with a high proportion attaining beyond the targets.
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PUPILS’ ATTITUDES AND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Very good. Pupils have positive attitudes to their learning, they work hard
and achieve well. They concentrate in lessons and they enjoy the work
planned for them.

Behaviour, in and out of Very good. Pupils behave well at all times during the school day. They
classrooms are polite to each other and to other adults.

Personal development and | Very good. Pupils have very good relationships with one another and with

relationships adults. They enjoy any responsibilities given to them and perform them
very well.
Attendance Satisfactory. Levels of attendance are similar to the national average.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils in: Reception Years 1 -2 Years 3-6

Quality of teaching Good Good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory;
unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh
weaknesses.

Teaching is never less than good throughout the school. Good teaching in the mixed Reception / Year 1
class ensures that children have a good start to their learning and they settle happily into school.
Activities are provided which interest and stimulate the children and they are taught the basic skills well.

In the Infant and Junior classes teaching of literacy and numeracy is good. There is very good emphasis
placed on developing pupils’ reading, writing and mathematical skills. A strength of the teaching is the
way in which teachers link subjects together, for example, pupils write good accounts in geography and
tackle mathematical problems in history. Activities planned are well matched to pupils’ different levels of
attainment and work is always interesting and challenging. Teachers use good strategies for organising
lessons and generally hold group discussions at the end of lessons to good effect in order to consolidate
pupils’ learning and to assess what pupils have learned. Just occasionally classroom support assistants
are not used to the best advantage at the beginning and end of lessons to support lower attaining pupils.

Teachers have good relationships with their pupils so that they feel that their opinions are highly valued
and this helps to build their confidence and self-esteem, and consequently their learning is good and
they make good progress.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

The quality and range of the | Good. The curriculum is broad and well balanced. New strategies for
curriculum Reception children and for literacy and numeracy have been implemented
well by the school and emphasis placed on developing pupils’ reading,
writing and number skills. New guidance for other subjects has been
used to good effect to enhance the curriculum.

Provision for pupils with Good. Pupils with special educational needs are quickly identified and
special educational needs are given appropriate support so that they make good progress.
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Provision for pupils’ Very good. The school makes very good provision for spiritual, moral and
personal, including spiritual, | social development and good provision for that of cultural. The school’s
moral, social and cultural shared aims ensure that Christian principles and values are applied very
development well. Pupils are fully aware of the difference between right and wrong,
They are given many opportunities to work with and think about others.
Pupils know about their own culture and are starting to become aware of
cultures other than their own.

How well the school cares Satisfactory. The school has very good procedures in place for assessing
for its pupils pupils’ attainment and keeps good track of their personal development.
However, there are a number of health and safety issues that require
addressing.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL IS LED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment
Leadership and Very good. The headteacher provides the school with clear direction. The
management by the staff and headteacher work closely as a team determining priorities for

headteacher and other key | the school. All staff have subject responsibilities which they carry out to
staff good effect.

How well the governors fulfil | Satisfactory. The governors are beginning to have better knowledge of the
their responsibilities school and are aware of the future developments but do not yet have
enough strategies in place to evaluate the impact that finances spent are
having on standards.

The school’s evaluation of Good. The school has good systems in place to evaluate what pupils are
its performance learning. The school improvement plan identifies clearly the priorities.
Test results are analysed carefully and the information used to determine
the priorities in the school improvement plan.

The strategic use of Good. The budget and other grants are used efficiently to resource
resources pupils’ learning.

PARENTS’ AND CARERS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parents would like to see improved
The teaching is good and their children are - Some parents feel that their children do not
expected to work hard. get the right amount of homework.

Their children enjoy coming to school. - A significant minority of parents would like

The school is well led and managed. more activities provided after school.

Some parents are not happy with the

Staff are approachable and parents feel that . . .
information they receive.

they can discuss any problems with them.

The school is helping their children to develop
good personal skills.

Inspectors share the positive views of parents. However, inspectors judge that the amount of homework
provided is appropriate for the age of the children and beneficial to their learning. Although there are only
a few after-school activities they are typical for a school of this size. However, the school is looking to
extend the activities on offer. There is a good range of visitors to work with children and they are taken
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on regular visits, for example, to the seaside and theatre. The information that parents receive about their
children is good and informative.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’s results and pupils’ achievements

1.

Cowick Church of England is a small primary school and year groups of pupils are
smaller than average therefore standards fluctuate from year to year owing to the
make up of each group. This current year, standards in English are above the national
average and standards in mathematics and science are well above average by the
end of Year 6. Standards have been maintained at a good level since the last
inspection.

The attainment of children entering the school in Reception is similar to other four-
year-olds nationally but varies from year to year. Children achieve well and the current
year group are on course to attain the targets set for them by the end of their time in
the Reception year with a high proportion attaining beyond the targets. Their good
achievement is due to the emphasis teachers place on developing their reading,
writing and mathematical skills and the focus on children’s personal development.
Although children achieve well in the physical activities planned for them, they do not
have opportunities to develop gymnastic skills owing to the lack of a school hall and
outdoor climbing equipment.

The performance of Year 6 pupils in National Curriculum tests in 2002 was below
average in English and mathematics and well below average in science. When
compared to schools similar to Cowick, performance was well below average in all
three subjects. This showed a fall from the previous three years when performance
had never been less than average and often above. Only fifteen pupils took the
National Curriculum tests in Year 6 in 2002 and of that group there was a high
proportion of pupils with special educational needs. Few pupils attained the higher
level 5 in all three subjects. The teacher’'s assessment of the year group shows that
pupils attained the levels that were expected and although there was a fall in results
this does not represent a drop in teaching standards.

In 2002, the performance of Year 2 pupils was well above average in reading and
writing and average in mathematics. In comparison with similar schools performance
was above average in reading, well above average in writing and below average in
mathematics. Results in reading and writing showed an improvement from the
previous two years. Thirteen pupils took the national tests and compared with their
attainment when they first entered the school it represents good achievement. There
are no tests for science in Year 2 but the teacher's assessment shows that pupils
attained very highly in all aspects of the subject.

The attainment of pupils in the current Year 6 class is above average in English and
well above average in mathematics and science. There are no pupils with special
educational needs in the group and a high proportion are on course to attain the
higher level 5. At the last inspection writing was average with reading and
mathematics above average. The school has put strategies, including the use of
spelling planners and planning frames for writing, in place to improve writing across
the school and these strategies are having a good effect. Pupils’ writing is descriptive
and they are able to write in different styles well, such as producing a newspaper
article about the rebellion of Boudicca. There is no difference in attainment in the
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different aspects of mathematics. Higher-attaining pupils are able to work with highly
complex numbers whist lower attainers work at a slightly slower pace. In science
pupils are competent at structuring their own tests and they are very confident in their
scientific knowledge. The school has set targets for Year 6 pupils which are based on
the projected results of the pupils in the year group and these are both realistic and
challenging.

6. Pupils’ attainment in the current Year 2 class is above average in speaking, listening,
reading, writing, mathematics and science. The same strategies put in place for older
pupils in writing are having the same good effect for younger pupils and writing is
good. Pupils can read fluently although they do not use a range of strategies for
reading unfamiliar words. They are confident speakers and are willing to speak in front
of the whole-class, the teacher and other adults. They have very good mathematical
understanding of addition and subtraction and can explain methods used to work out
problems. In science, they recognise how to carry out a fair test and they are
developing good knowledge of the subject, for example, the effects of electricity.

7. In art and design, design and technology, history, geography and music, pupils attain
above average standards by the time they leave the school in Year 6. Standards are
above average in design and technology, for example, because pupils develop very
good skills of designing and confidently investigate to find out how to make their
models work. Teachers plan effective lessons, which give pupils opportunities to
explore and which help them to develop suitable skills. Teachers give pupils time to
carry out research and to extend their understanding in subjects such as history and

geography.

8. In physical education standards are above average by the end of Year 2 but only
average by the end of Year 6. This is because the school lacks the facilities of a hall
at present and although pupils have opportunities for games in good weather outside
and dance and gymnastics in the local village hall, there is no apparatus for extending
pupils’ gymnastic skills. There have been improvements in the curriculum for
information and communication technology. At present pupils have basic computer
skills and staff training has improved teachers’ knowledge of the subject. However,
pupils’ skills as yet, often depend on whether or not pupils have a computer at home
and many do not yet feel confident in tackling more difficult activities. Information and
communication technology is not yet always planned as an integral part of lessons.
Standards in the subject are average, as are standards in religious education.

9. Pupils with special educational needs receive good support from teachers and
classroom assistants and they make good progress. The school is identifying quickly
those pupils who are gifted or have particular talents and is ensuring that they receive
an appropriate level of challenge. Some pupils, for example, join older groups of pupils
for certain subjects such as mathematics or guided reading.

Pupils’ attitudes, values and personal development

10. In the last inspection report the pupils’ attitudes, values and personal development
were considered to be good in all areas, apart from behaviour, which was considered
to be very good. The school has worked hard to maintain, build upon and develop
these positive aspects even further and they have been successfully improved and
are now considered to be very good across the school, with the exception of
attendance. Attendance is satisfactory.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

Children settle very quickly into school routines and adopt a very good approach to
learning. This stems from Reception class upwards and is maintained throughout the
school. Pupils are happy in all stages through school both in classes and at other
times. For example, at lunchtimes and breaks they are equally confident and secure
in their actions with all staff, being very polite and trusting in their manner. Pupils are
motivated well by warm praise given by the staff, which is part of the school’s
behaviour policy. Pupils are very eager to share their work with teachers, pupils and
visitors to the classroom. For example, one pupil wanted to demonstrate her reading
skills and was quite disappointed when time did not allow for any further examples of
her abilities. Pupils with special educational needs have equally good attitudes to
school, as they are very well integrated within the school community. Relationships
between pupils and adults are very good and allow pupils to develop confidence in
their own abilities and to progress well through the school.

Behaviour of pupils is very good. Pupils are very quick to settle to tasks and they act
in a very responsible manner. For example, they enter classes eagerly at the start of
the day, end of break-times and lunchtimes without any time wasted and calmly settle
into the class activity with high interest and enthusiasm. Pupils show high levels of
concern and regard each other very well. For example, one boy slipped on some
muddy area in the yard and several pupils all attempted not only to calm his distress
but also to clean his jumper. In discussions with pupils, all said that they felt very safe
and none expressed any concerns about bullying or harassment of any kind. They felt
quite confident to talk at any time to any member of staff if they felt threatened in any
way. There have been no exclusions from the school in recent years. Pupils know the
school's expectations for good behaviour and are happy to follow the school rules.
The school's behaviour policy is consistently applied by all staff and this helps to
maintain the very positive, caring and secure environment that the school works hard
to maintain.

The personal development of pupils is very good in all classes. Pupils are very eager
to accept responsibilities, acting as classroom assistants and generally helping staff
around the school. For example at break and lunch times older pupils volunteer to
monitor entrance doors to school and generally support the midday supervisors very
well. As pupils get older there are greater responsibilities for them to accept. The
school is tidy and free from litter and graffiti; this is in part due to the pupils’ respect for
and ownership of their school. Relationships are very good between all pupils and
staff. For example, pupils have the same high respect for catering and supervisory
staff as they do for each other, visitors and teachers. This is a very mature and
beneficial approach, which actively supports their learning.

Attendance is generally in line with the national average and unauthorised absence
below. Staff are aware of these figures and have strategies to improve attendance
and deter lateness. They are seeking ways to further develop them by making both
parents and pupils more aware of the impact these have on learning. For example,
they are attempting, correctly, to inform parents of the potentially disruptive effect of
removing pupils for holidays during term time. The overwhelming majority of pupils
are very eager to come to school.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILS OR STUDENTS TAUGHT?

15.

Teaching is good in the Reception year and occasionally very good. The teacher and
nursery nurse ensure that children soon learn class routines when they begin in
September. Children are made to feel comfortable and secure so that they enjoy
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16.

17.

18.

19.

learning. There are opportunities for children to develop good skills of literacy and
numeracy through an interesting range of activities, for example, identifying letters on
a computer program. Staff have good knowledge of the curriculum for Reception
children and the activities presented are well matched and suitably organised. For
example, children were encouraged to use all their senses when trying Indian food,
such as saffron rice and samosas. The lesson required a high level of organisation,
skill and timing. The teacher and nursery nurse work very well together often dividing
the mixed aged class so that one member of staff can work solely with the Reception
children on activities which are more appropriate for the age group. In doing so
children develop confidence and their learning is good.

Teaching is never less than good in both the Infant and Junior classes with almost a
sixth of lessons very good. This is a similar picture to the one found at the last
inspection. In all lessons teachers very carefully plan a series of activities which flow
very smoothly from one to another. This planning stimulates pupils’ interest so that
they concentrate and achieve well and their learning is good. In the majority of
lessons, planning reflects the varying attainment of pupils, particularly in the mixed
aged classes. Close consideration is given to those pupils with special educational
needs who often require a great deal of support. Suitable activities are provided and
classroom assistants have clear roles with specific pupils, asking pertinent questions
and encouraging them to complete their work so that they achieve well. Very
occasionally, at the beginning and end of lessons, classroom assistants are less
gainfully employed in supporting pupils and spend time watching or tidying up. The
school has identified its higher-attaining pupils, some of whom move to different
classes for some subjects. Teachers set challenging tasks for them, ensuring that
the pace of working is good and that they make good progress.

Teachers generally have good knowledge of the subjects that they teach and in
particular the national strategies for literacy and numeracy are taught well.
Consequently pupils’ acquisition of skills and understanding is good. One of the
strengths of the teaching is the way in which teachers make good links between
subjects. For example, when the Years 2 and 3 class visited the cenotaph at the
church next door, as part of a history lesson about the Second World War, they made
good links with mathematics when they produced a tally chart of the names on the
memorial. The Years 4 and 5 class wrote interesting and extensive accounts of the
rebellion led by Boudicca when they were studying the Romans. Musical instruments
were used as a focus of a science lesson when Years 4 and 5 pupils investigated the
sources of sound. These links interest and enthuse pupils so that consequently their
learning is good.

Although teachers have received training in information and communication
technology they are not yet using it as fully as possible. However, they are starting to
gain confidence and often use it as a source for lessons. For example, Infant pupils
were shown Indian instruments on the computer and were able to listen to the sounds
they made. Year 6 pupils, who were studying ‘rap’ music listened to an extract found
for them by their teacher on the computer. Teachers ensure that pupils have access
to computers in lessons but at present the full range of skills have not yet been taught,
and information and communication technology is not fully integrated into the
curriculum.

Lessons are very well organised. The majority begin with a whole-class discussion
where teaching points are made, this is then followed by group or independent
activities. The class is then brought back together for a final discussion. Teachers
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20.

21.

productively refer to the objectives shared at the beginning of the lesson and in the
concluding part of the lesson, they discuss with pupils what they have learned
enabling pupils to identify new knowledge and skills they have acquired. Teachers use
this final se