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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Stretton Sugwas Primary is a voluntary controlled Church of England school situated on the outskirts of the
amnd| village of Stretton Sugwas, near to Hereford in the county of Herefordshire. There are 47 boys and
43 girlsonroll, aged between four and 11 years. It issmaler than most schools and draws its pupils
mainly from the surrounding villages of Stretton Sugwas, Swainghill, Breinton and the outskirts of Hereford.
Children gtart school in the reception class at the beginning of the school year that they are five. When they
join the reception class their sandards are about average for their age. The percentage of pupils identified
as having specid educationd needs, including statements (20.2 per cent) is broadly in line with the nationa
average. These pupils have arange of specid educationd needs, the mgority being moderate learning
difficulties. Three pupils have statement of specid educationa needs. All pupils are of white British
heritage. Lagt year there was a high mobility factor in the 2002 cohort of pupils with three out of 13 pupils
leaving prior to the Nationd Curriculum tests,

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Stretton Sugwas is avery effective school where pupils needs are carefully considered. Pupils make good
progress as they move through the school. At age 11 years, pupils standards in English, mathematics and
science are above average compared to those typicaly found in primary schools nationdly. Standardsin
music and physical education are above those found in primary schools nationally. Teaching is very good,
and the school is very well led and managed by the headteacher, staff and the governors. Everyone
connected with the school — parents, pupils, staff and governors —work together very effectively as
members of the school team. Pupils who have specid educationa needs are provided with very good
support. Every pupil isfully included in dl aspects of the life and work of the school. The school gives
very good vaue for money.

What the school doeswell

Seven and eleven year olds attain above average sandards in English, mathematics and science.
Standards are above those expected in music and physical educetion.

The headteacher and the governors, lead the school very well. There is a strong team spirit.
The teaching is very good, with many very good features.
Very good provison is made for the spiritua, mora, socia and culturd development of pupils.

In lessons, pupils show very good attitudes to their learning. Pupils behaviour is very good and
relaionshipsin the school are very good. Itisavery caring school.

Children in the reception class get a very good start to their education.

What could beimproved

Information and communication technology (ICT) and the recording of information is not used
enough to support work across the whole curriculum.
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The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.
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HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school was last ingpected in October 1997. It has made very good progressin tackling the
key issuesraised by that inspection. Thesewere:

To ensure, with the help of the Local Education Authority, that the classroom accommodation for
pupils met with al hedth and safety requirements as a matter of urgency.

Provide opportunities for pupils to gpply the skills and knowledge they had acquired in
mathematics in relevant contexts across the curriculum.

Improve the quality of marking and;
Ensure that dl registers were marked, in line with regulations.

The school moved into excellent new accommodation in October 2000, which has had a very postive
effect on the learning environment.  Investigative mathematics and science activities have been given more
emphasis across the school, which has had a positive impact on pupils learning. Thereis an effective
marking policy in place, together with a homework policy and target setting. This helps to ensure that
pupils have a clear understanding of what they are expected to achieve and how they are progressing. In
addition, registers are marked in accordance with regulations and stored centrally.

There has been a sgnificant improvement in the qudity of teaching and this helps them to progress well.
The youngest children now have avery good curriculum that extends them well. Standards have improved.
The school has many strengths, and iswell placed to progress well.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils at the end of Y ear 6 based on average point scoresin
Nationa Curriculum tests.

compared with
Performancein: all schools similar Key
schools
2000 2001 2002 2002

English B C D D well dboveaverage A
above average B

methematics D E E = average c
below average D

ience E E C D well below average E
very low =

Children in the Foundation Stage make good progress and the great mgority achieve dl of the early
learning goals by the age of five. The resultsin the Nationa Curriculum tests taken by pupils at the age of
seven have risen since 1997 at a greater rate than in most schools. In 2002 the scores were well above
average in reading, writing and mathematics. Teachers assessments showed that they were dso well above
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average in science. The standards of work seen in lessons during the ingpection were above average in
reading, writing and mathematics. . Seven-year-old pupils exceeded dl targets in 2002.

In the tests in English, mathematics and science taken by pupils at the age of 11, results have been lower in
recent years because of the large number of pupils with specid educationd needs in each cohort and a high
mohility factor involving higher achieving pupilsleaving prior to the 2002 tests. In this cohort, Six out of the
remaining ten pupils had specia educationd needs. Despite this, Sandards were average in science, with
al but one pupil achieving Leve 4 and above. Standards were below in English and well below in
mathematics. When consdered in relation to smilar schools standards were below average in English and
science and well below in mathematics (the lowest five per cent). However, thisisasmal school with low
numbersin each year group, and one pupil can make a sgnificant difference to overal percentages.
Current targets are redlistic and achievable, reflecting the changing nature of each group.

Standards for 11 year olds at the time of the ingpection were above average in English, mathematics and
science. The Year 6 pupils are progressing well, and like the seven year olds, there are strong pointers that
pupils of al capabilities will make speedy progress and achieve highly. The standards reached in music and
physica education by the age of 11, are above average compared to al primary schools. Pupils ICT skills
are good but these are not being applied consistently across the curriculum. Boys and girls achieve equaly
well. All pupils, including the most able ones and those with identified specia educationa needs, progress
well.

PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Very good. Pupils are very positive about their work and school life generdly.
They enjoy learning and they dwaystry hard to do their best.

Behaviour, inand out of | Very good, both during lessons and at bresk and during lunchtimes. Pupils

classrooms play together very well. No pupils have been excluded from schooal.

Persona development The persond development of pupilsisvery good. Relationships throughout the

and reationships school are very good. This has a positive impact on standards and behaviour.

Attendance Excdlent. The pupils attendance rateis well above average and they are
punctua.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupilsin: Nursery and Reception Years1l-2 Years3—-6

Qudity of teaching Very Good Very Good Very Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very poor.
‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outwei gh weaknesses.

The ingpectors vigited the school over the equivaent of atwo-day period and observed 21 lessons. Al
teachers were seen teaching at least three times. Lessons where either literacy or numeracy skills were
being devel oped were observed in every class.
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Overdl, the qudity of teaching observed during the ingpection was very good; in two lessons teaching was
judged to be excellent. In al but one lesson, teaching was judged to be good or better. No unsatisfactory
teaching was observed. Evidence collected from the teachers' planning records and from the pupils
books indicates that the standard of teaching observed during the ingpection was typica of that usualy

found in the schoal.

Teaching has anumber of particular strengths. Lessons were well planned with imaginative use of
resources. Teachers used very good questioning techniques and pupils were encouraged to explain why
they had provided different answersto questions. Pupils responded well to this gpproach and confidently
put forward their ideas and suggestions.

Very good teaching was observed in English lessons where pupils were developing skillsin reading,
Spesking and listening and writing (literacy skills). In mathemeatics lessons, where pupils were deve oping
their skillsin numeracy, the teaching observed was dso very good. In dl other subjects of the curriculum
the teaching in the lessons observed was excdlent in music and very good in physical education, art and
design and hitory. Teaching was consstently of avery high standard for the youngest childrenin
reception. All teachers were very good role models.

Pupils make good progressin their learning as they move through the school. The very good teaching is
having an important influence on the pupils rate of progressin their learning in lessons. The qudity of the
planning is very good, and the very good support provided by classroom assstants and other adults
enables the school to meet the needs of al the pupils. Pupils with specid educationa heeds make good

progressin their learning.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The qudity and range of | The curriculum provided by the school isvery good overdl. Thereisa
the curriculum strong emphasis on developing pupils literacy and numeracy skills, as wdll

as providing avaried and rich curriculum for everyone to share.

Provigon for pupils with
gpecid educetiona needs

Very good. Early assessment means that right from the start pupils are
identified as needing extrahdp. Thisis provided very effectivey enabling
pupils to meet their individud learning targets

Provison for pupils
persond, including
gpiritua, mora, socid
and cultural development

Very good. Pupils grow into mature, confident and capable young people.
They are very tolerant and understanding of the traditions of other cultures.
They are very clear about right and wrong and they gppreciate their families
and their culture.

How well the school
caresfor its pupils

The provison is very good and al pupils from dl backgrounds are very well
cared for. Their persona development, progress and attainment is carefully
tracked, and thisis one of the reasons why they dowell. A fully inclusive
approach isfollowed.
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HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and The headteacher provides the school with strong, ingpirational leadership. The
management by the school isvery well managed. The headteacher and staff work very closely with
headteacher and other parents, pupils and governors. There is very good awareness about the

key saff school’ s strengths and areas for devel opment.

How well the governors
fulfil their respongbilities

The work of the school governorsisvery good. They are very supportive of
the school, and carry out their responsibilities very effectively. They
understand their duties well, enabling the school to move forward with
confidence.

The school’s evduation
of its performance

Very good. All the information about the school is carefully analysed so that
the right decisons can be made. Teaching and learning are monitored
effectively, and this hel ps to move the school forward successfully.

The drategic use of
resources

Very good. The school receives more than the average amount of money for
each pupil. Funds are spent wisely to support pupils learning. They are
adways sharply targeted to raise sandards and maintain effective teaching and
learning.

Everyone has akey rolein thissmdl school, which works well in aschool of thissze. ‘Best vaue
principles are followed when determining spending priorities. The headteacher has a very clear
understanding of the way in which the school needs to develop to raise sandards to a higher level and
enjoys very good working relationships with the school governors. Teaching staff contribute in avery
positive way to the school’ s development and the role of subject co-ordinatorsis a strength of the schooal.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most

What parentswould like to see improved

Children are keen to come to school and learn;

they like schooal.
Teaching is good.

The school expects the children to work hard
and achieve their best.

The school iswell led and managed.
Children are being helped to become mature

and responsible.

The amounts of work children do at home.

Information about how children are getting on at
schoal.

How closdy the school works with parents.

Parents returned 44 questionnaires. Ten parents attended the parents meeting with the registered
ingpector. The evidence gathered during the ingpection supports the positive views identified by the

parents.

Inspectors disagree with the negative views. They judge that meaningful homework is set on aregular basis
and that the school works very closdly with parents. The information recelved by parentsis very clear and

comprehensive,
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PART B: COMMENTARY
WHAT THE SCHOOL DOESWELL

Seven and eleven year olds attain above aver age standardsin English, mathematics and science.
Standar ds ar e above those expected in music and physical education.

1 In the national 2002 testsfor 11 year olds, the school’ s resultsin English, mathematics and science
were below average in English, well below average in mathematics and average in science. Results
were lower this year because of the fact that there was a high mohility factor involving higher
achieving pupils leaving prior to the tests. In this cohort, Sx out of the remaining ten pupils had
specia educationa needs, however dl but one pupil achieved Leve 4 and above in science. When
consdered in relation to smilar schools standards were below average in English and science and
well below in mathematics (the lowest five per cent). Current targets are redistic and achievable,
reflecting the changing nature of each group. The results in the Nationd Curriculum tests taken by
pupils at the age of seven have risen since 1997 at a greater rate than in most schools. 1n 2002 the
scores were well above average in reading, writing and mathematics. Teachers assessments
showed that they were a'so well above average in science. The standards of work seen in lessons
during the ingpection were above average in reading, writing, mathematics and science. Seven-
year-old pupils exceeded al targetsin 2002.

2. When the children join the reception class a Stretton Sugwas their attainment is about average for
their age. Standards at the time of the ingpection for 11 year olds are above average in English,
mathemeatics and science. The Year 6 pupils are progressing well, and like the seven year olds,
there are strong pointers that pupils of al capabilities will make speedy progress and achieve highly.

3. As the pupils move through the school their learning is above average. There are a number of
ressons for this:

Previous learning experiences are built on and developed in every class, so that progressis
consistently good or better.

Staff work very well together as ateam, and their teaching has many strengths.
Thereisabroad, balanced and rich curriculum in place.

The pupils progress and achievements are tracked and analysed &t regular intervals.

Thismeansthat gapsin pupils learning are quickly identified and tackled so that learning does not
dow down.

4. Mogt of the children in the reception class are on course to achieve their targetsin dl aress of their
learning by the end of the Reception Year. Some are on course to exceed these. Very good
teaching, aongsde a secure understanding of the most effective ways that young children learn,
means that good progress is made by al the pupils whatever their capabilities. The children’s
persond, socid and emotiona development is particularly strong, as is the development of their
literacy and numeracy kills, al of which provide a firm foundation for later learning. Reception
children are confident in using the computer. All the children could use the mouse and the cursor
effectively, as they moved their teddies about the screen before positioning them in the right place.
Pupilsin the other classes are able to use their information and communication technology (ICT)
skillswell, but they do not get enough opportunitiesto use ICT to support learning in dl subjects.
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By the time they are seven pupils standards in English are above average. Pupils can spesk
confidently to each other and to adults. They enjoy sharing their experiences with the rest of the
class and talking about their books, stories and poems. For example, in avery good Year 1 and
Year 2 art and design lesson based on the artworks of Mondrian, Monet and Van Gogh, a Y ear 2
pupil confidently described the techniques he had used for his picture painted in the style of Van
Gogh and why the colours he had chosen were important. Pupils read fluently and with
understanding. They are keen to talk about their books and reading and enjoy explaining what a
‘tumble-down’ shack is. Lower attaining pupils, and those with specid educationa needs, are
confident when meeting new words in their reading. They use arange of drategies to discover the
meaning of the word, usualy successtully. Very effective teaching is enabling them to develop thelr
use of phonicsto tackle unfamiliar words with confidence. They adso make very effective use of
picture skillsto help them and some use is made of contextua and grammeatica cues. Written work
is negtly presented and of good qudity. Stories are well structured with a beginning, middlie and an
end.

Eleven year olds are adept at describing the charactersin their books. They are eager to explain
why they behave in aparticular way. They have avery clear idea of what biographies and
autobiographies are. They drafted and re-drafted well-structured accounts of their lives so far.
Pupils enjoy reading and are encouraged to read expressively. They discuss their books in detall
and are happy to describe what Harry Potter islike. Chalenging texts are provided for older
pupils and skilful use of questioning by the teachers enables them to practise their advanced reading
skills of skimming and scanning. Higher attaining pupils well exceeded expected standards for
pupils of smilar ages. Indiscusson Year 5 and Year 6 pupils showed that they have developed
very good debating skills. They are able to present their arguments about ‘ Remembrance Day’
and the world about them in a coherent way. They are dso prepared to listen very carefully to
other pupils points of view.

By the age of seven pupils attain above average sandards in mathematics. In mathematics the
higher and average attaining seven year olds can add and subtract to 10, with a good degree of
accuracy. They are secure in their understanding of numbers, for example place vaue in numbers
up to 100. By thetimethey are 11, higher ataining pupils successfully use dl four rules of number
when working with bigger numbers up to and including those with six digits. Ord and menta
mathematics are enjoyed, and pupils are quick to respond accurately to their teacher’ s questions.
They use avariety of methods to work out their calculations successfully and clearly explain them
to the rest of ther class. Lower attaining pupils can recal addition and subtraction factsto 20.
Pupils of al capabilities successfully use their numeracy skillsto support work in other subjects and
there were many examples seen around the school. These included work in science — measuring
and recording temperature changes.

By the age of seven and 11, pupils achieve above average standards in science. Y ear 2 pupils give
clear explanations that eectricity needs a complete circuit in order to flow. They enjoy taking part
in science investigations such as finding out about why some foods are better for us to eat than
others. Work in the science books of the Year 6 pupils shows that they have covered a good
range of topics over the last year and the work is of agood quality. There has been very good
improvement in pupils understanding of ‘fair testing’. Older pupils at the upper end of the school
were exploring ‘sounds . They clearly understood about ‘fair testing’, and soon devised arange of
investigations to test their hypotheses. They were successful in predicting how sound would
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10.

11.

12.

change, and co-operated very well with one another to prove this. Good links were made to music
and pupils confidently explained what the terms *forte’ and ‘pianissmo’ meant.

Standardsin ICT aregood. Evidence gathered through informa observations of pupils using the
computer suite, together with an examination of their past work, indicates that pupils attain high
standards when they use computers as word processors. In history, Year 3 and Year 4 pupils use
ICT skillswdl to independently research information about King Henry VIII and lifein Tudor
times. However, there is more limited evidence of pupils usng computers to display information
they have gathered in smple surveys. The school needs to ensure that as pupils move through the
school they are provided with regular opportunitiesto use ICT. Thelr skills are not consistently
used to enhance their understanding in other subjects. For example, there were few examplesin
the pupils work to show how computers were helping learning in science. The school now has a
good range of computers available for the pupils use.

Standards in music are above average for pupils by the age of 11. They have avery good
knowledge of Tudor music due to excdlent teaching by the music co-ordinator. Very good links
are made to pupils work in history and art and design in Years 3 and 4. Pupils skilfully perform a
Tudor Dance and eegerly explain the different lifestyles of the rich and poor. Pupils musica sills
are developed very wdl acrossthe school. All pupils are given many vauable opportunities to
participate and shine in high quality musical workshops and performances both in and out of
school. A high proportion of pupilsin Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 learn an indrument — violin, clarinet and
recorder, and make very good progress both in playing these and singing in the school chair.

Standards in physical education are above those typicaly found in primary schools nationally. Year
3 and 4 pupils demongtrate a very good knowledge of the importance of having ball control in
hockey due to very good speciaist teaching and to the very good example provided by their class
teacher. Pupils make very good progress in physical education due to very good teaching. The
very good curriculum includes awide variety of sportsincluding netbal, footbal, rounders,
swimming, infant games and athletics. Thisbasic curriculum is greetly enriched by after-school and
lunchtime clubs, which are well attended by pupils.

Pupils make good progress in their learning as they move through the school. The very good
teaching is having an important influence on the pupils rate of progressin their learning in lessons.
The quality of the planning is very good, and the very good support provided by classroom
assistants and other adults enables the school to meet the needs of dl the pupils. Pupilswith
specid educationd needs make good progressin ther learning. Their work is matched well to their
ability and they are well supported in their lessons by teachers and support staff. Pupils who have
been identified as having specia educationa needs attain standards that are gppropriate for their
individua levels of understanding and attainment and make good progress. Work for this group of
pupils builds well on their past levels of understanding.
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The headteacher, and the governors, lead the school very well. Thereisa strong team spirit.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

The headteacher and staff work together very well. They are fully supported by the governors.
Everyone has a shared vison of the way forward for Stretton Sugwas. This shared vison includes:

A determination to achieve high standards.
An expectation that the pupils will behave well, demonstrating a consideration and tolerance for
each other and for different points of view.

Stretton Sugwasis successful in achieving its gods and it has made very good improvement since
the lagt inspection. The issues identified in the last ingpection report have been thoroughly
addressed and very good progress has been made. The school moved into excellent new
accommodation in October 2000, which has had a very postive effect on the learning environmen.
Investigative mathematics and science activities have been given more emphasis across the schooal,
which has had a positive impact on pupils learning. Thereis an effective marking policy in place,
together with ahomework policy and target setting. This helps to ensure that pupils have a clear
understanding of what they are expected to achieve and how they are progressing. In addition,
registers are marked in accordance with regulations and stored centraly. The curriculum iswell
planned, and thereis clear progresson in the different subjects as the pupils move through the
school. The youngest children are provided with avery good start to school.

The headteacher provides the school with very good, inspirationd and decisive leadership, and is
very well respected by dl connected with the school. Through classroom observations she has
built up an accurate picture of the strengths and of the areas of development for the teaching team.
She has very effectively delegated responsibility to staff for arange of subjects.

Thework of school governorsis very good and they are fully involved in the management of the
school. They take their responsihilities very serioudy and they have atended training to help them
understand the importance of their roles. They are very supportive of the school, and carry out
their reponsibilities very effectively. The quality of the school development plan is very good and
both the headteacher and governors are very aware about the school’ s strengths and areas for
development. The governing body fulfilsdl of its satutory requirements effectively.

Governors are fully aware of the ‘best vaue principles, which are dways applied before any
spending decisons are taken. They have avery good understanding of the data analys's of the
school’s nationd tests, for example, how a high number of pupils with specid educationa needs
can impact on the results of asmall cohort. They are very clear about the standards the school
achieves and use information very well when they are setting targets for improvement. Specific
grants are used to very good effect, for example, the money that has been identified for supporting
pupils with specia educationa needsiswell focused, so they make good progress in their learning.
Staff are provided with very good opportunities for professona development, for example, in ICT.

The headteacher is provided with very good support from the subject co-ordinators. All the
teaching staff have arespongbility for particular subjects of the curriculum. They conscientioudy
monitor teaching, planning and learning, and this is having a very good impact on the quality of
pupils learning enabling them to make at least good progress. All policies and schemes of work
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19.

are of avery good quality and very careful thought has been given to the assessment of pupils
progress throughout the curriculum. Thisisresulting in arasing of standards across the school.

The headteacher and her team make the best use of al the data that is available about the school’s
performance. They use thisinformation to inform future plans, and to monitor what is happening
within the school. Teaching and learning are monitored effectively, and the quality of teaching and
learning has improved since the last ingpection. Team spirit isvery strong in this smdl school and
everyone shares information about their pupils so that learning is effective. They aso guide and
support each other in their teaching, so that any areas for development are quickly identified and
overcome.

Theteaching isvery good, with many very good features.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

Theinspectors visited the school over the equivalent of atwo-day period and observed 21 lessons.
All teechers were seen teaching a least three times. Lessons where either literacy or numeracy
skills were being devel oped were observed in every class.

Overdl, the qudity of teachingin Years1 and 2 and in Years 3— 6 is very good; in two lessons
teaching was judged to be excellent. In dl but one lesson, teaching was judged to be good or
better. No unsatisfactory teaching was observed. Evidence collected from teachers planning
records and from the pupils books indicates that the standard of teaching observed during the
ingpection was typicd of that usudly found in the school. The amount of very good teaching has
improved since the previous ingpection.

There are many strengths to the teaching and one main areafor development. The Strengths are:

Teachers know their pupils very well and they know how to ddliver the Nationa Curriculum
and religious education effectively.

L essons have clear objectives and these are shared effectively with pupils.

Teachers use very good questioning techniques and pupils are encouraged to explain why they
provide different answersto questions.

Manning is effective, and it chalenges and extends the work of higher, average and lower
attaining pupils, with imaginative use of resources.

Teachers are skilful at tracking pupils progress. Gapsin learning are quickly identified and
support provided.

Teachers successfully combine dl of these strategies, making sure that learning is both effective and
meaningful for dl the pupils

The main areafor development is:
To make more use of ICT to support learning across the whole curriculum. In some literacy,
numeracy and science lessons the opportunity to develop the pupils ICT skills by using
computers was not taken.

In both English and mathematics lessons teachers expect pupils to atain high standards. The work

st isof avery chalenging nature and pupils are encouraged to develop a sense of critical
awareness in their work. For example, ina'Year 3/Year 4 literacy lesson pupils were able to talk
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25.

26.

27.

28.

animatedly about the character called Max from the book entitled * Excuses, Excuses. One pupil
explained, “He isavery determined character because he ingsts on crossing the road.” Another
pupil added, “He does not give up!” The teacher’s use of high quality questioning skillswas a
sgnificant factor in teaching being judged as very good. Likewisein an excellent Year 2 literacy
lesson, avery clear explanation of task resulted in pupils making excdlent progressin reading the
text ‘' The Moonsnoop’ clearly and expressively.

The teaching of English (with afocus on literacy skills) was congstently of very good qudity and in
one lesson it was judged as excellent. The teaching of mathematics (with afocus on numeracy
skills) was of avery good quality. The teachers are making very good use of the new nationd
guidance for teaching literacy and numeracy skills. The work isvery wel planned in greet detall
and there is very dear evidence of pupils building on their past learning. In classes, with pupils of
different age, the work is carefully planned to meet the needs of individua pupils. For example, in
avery good Year 2 mathematics lesson where the pupils were developing their understanding of
measurement, the work provided for different groups of pupilstook into account their past learning.
During the lesson al pupils were able to make very good progressin their learning.

Very good useis being made of the introduction to mathematics lessons, where pupils are regularly
encouraged to develop arange of Strategies to solve problems involving numbers. For example,
Year 3and Year 4 pupils made very good progress a counting forwards and backwards in fives
and tens. The skilful use of questioning used in this part of the sesson added to the pupils
confidence when using numbers.

In the lessons observed, teachers made very good use of arange of strategies to help pupils
develop their skills and understanding, in al subjects observed. For example, in avery good Y ear
3/Year 4 physcd education lesson, where pupils were practising their bal control, the teacher
enabled the pupils to explore different ways of contralling the bal with their hockey sticks, by
acting as avery good role modd as she demongtrated the various techniques. Through careful
questioning she was then able to check that the pupils understood what they had to do. Similarly in
an excdllent Year 3/Year 4 music lesson the teacher used the pupils' previous knowledge very well
to help them understand that the ‘ Pavane’ dance has avery definite rhythm. Inavery good Year 1
and Year 2 art and design lesson the teacher’ s very good subject knowledge and understanding
and enthusiasm for the work of Mondrian, Monet and VVan Gogh inspired the pupilsin their
artwork.

The teaching observed in the reception class was very good overal. The sessonswere very well
planned and appropriate to the age of the pupils. The teacher used every opportunity to help
children develop their language skills. In alesson where the teaching was judged to be very good,
the teacher provided the children with avery good role mode as she reed them ‘Handa's
Surprise. An examination of the teacher’ s planning records indicates that the provison for this age
group is conggtently of avery high qudity. The detall in the teecher’ s planning is a strength of the
school. Teachersare very clear about what they are expecting pupilsto learn, and in dl lessons
observed the intentions were made very clear to pupils. Teachers aso make very good use of
displays to help pupils with their learning, such as the excdlent display on the Tudors referred to in
an outstanding music lesson.  The evidence gathered from examining the pupils past work indicates
that homework is used effectively and adds to the pupils learning in class.
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29.

30.

In most of the lessons observed in the reception class, pupils made very good progressin their
learning in response to very good teaching. Teachers make effective use of assessment information
to ensure that work is adjusted to the needs of different pupils. The school keeps detailed records
of pupils progress as they move through the school and the records are adapted to suit the
particular needs of pupils.

Pupils make good progress in their learning as they move through the school. The very good
teaching is having an important influence on the pupils' rate of progressin their learning in lessons.
The qudlity of the planning is very good, and the very good support provided by classroom
assstants and other adults enables the school to meet the needs of al the pupils. Pupilswith
specid educationa needs make good progressin thelr learning.

Very good provison ismadefor the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils.

31.

32.

33.

34.

The school makes very good provision for the pupils spiritud, mord, socid and cultura
development. Very good use is made of the school’ s immediate environment to help pupils
understand the sgnificance of their place in theworld. The Christian ethos of the school isvery
caring and the school’ s very close contacts with the local church add to the pupils spiritud
understanding. In lessons pupils are encouraged to reflect on ideas that are being developed and to
relate them to ther lives. Spiritua development iswell emphasised during assemblies, religious
education lessons and art and design, music and literature lessons.

The school makes very good provision for the pupils mora development. The school has avery
clear code of behaviour and thisiswell understood by pupils. Assemblies ded with mord themes
and pupils are encouraged to take care of their environment. The difference between right and
wrong iswell promoted throughout the school. The school has a very positive ethos and pupils are
encouraged to think about the care of others, especidly those younger than themselves. Thishasa
very positive impact on the way pupils behave, and the school’ s procedures are working well.

The provison for pupils socid development isvery good and socid skills are steadily devel oped
and pupils are encouraged to relate effectively to others. Very good useis made of awide range
of vidgts around the local area and this helps pupils to develop co-operative, socid Kills,
communication and a strong sense of community.

The provision for pupils cultura development is very good and there are vauable opportunities for
pupils to experience arange of beliefs, cultures and religions through rdigious education, and
assemblies. The school values tradition from other cultures through the study of art, music, dance,
poetry, drama, food technology and geography. Books are carefully chosen which value and
celebrate the variety of our world. The school has avery good reputation for tolerance and

respect for othersin the community. Teachers plans, and displays in the school, show different
ways in which aspects of the school’ swork are designed to broaden the pupils understanding of
their own and other cultures. The pupils raise money for aschool in Africaand thislink isused to
very good effect to help pupils understand another culture.
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In lessons, pupils show very good attitudesto their learning. Pupils behaviour isvery good and
relationshipsin the school arevery good. Itisavery caring schoal.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Pupils are very keen to come to school and the parents who responded to the questionnaire stated
that their child liked school. In discussion pupils were very keen to point out where their work was
on display. Pupilsenjoy the lessons and activities available. The very good support provided for
pupils with specia educationa needs enables them to beinvolved in lessons. They share the very
positive attitudes and dl pupils enjoy the lessons and activities available.

Pupils persond development isvery good. Staff have developed good relationships with pupils
and provide very effective role models. They praise and encourage achievements and intervene
quickly and congtructively when pupils require guidance. Pupils fed secure with teachers and show
pleasure when they succeed. They take notice of each other, work co-operatively and are very
polite and respongive towards saff. They are friendly towards visitors and are very keen to talk
about their school and work.

Behaviour in lessonsis very good. Pupils respond very positively to the high expectations of saff.
The excellent behaviour occurred where Year 5 and Y ear 6 pupils were developing their literacy
skills. Pupils were highly motivated in this lesson and keen to complete the tasks set. They
worked very hard and their behaviour was outstanding. Behaviour at breaks and lunchtimesis
congstently very good. Pupils are polite to one another and to adults. They play well together and
show due respect for their own property and that of other pupils. Parents consider that behaviour
in the school is very good.

Reception class children behave very wdl in and around the school. They enjoy coming to school
and are eager to learn. They listen carefully to their teachers and to each other and are becoming
sengtive to the needs of others. Staff have high expectations of children’s behaviour and dl
children respond very well. They quickly learn what isright and wrong and why they should
behave well towards each other.

Reationships throughout the school are very good. Teaching staff and pupils have very postive
rel ationships with each other and teaching staff work well together. Teachers and support staff
provide pupils with very good role models. Pupils respond in avery positive way to ther
gpproach. Pupils work in an environment that is free from oppressive behaviour such as bullying,
sexism and raciam.

Attendance is excdlent and the rate of unauthorised absence iswell below the average for smilar
schools nationdly. There have been no exclusonsin the past year. Pupils arrive at school on time
and go quickly to their classrooms. Regigtration procedures are conducted very efficiently and
lessons begin promptly.

Children in thereception classget a very good start to their education.

41.

The teaching in the reception classis of a high qudity, and thisis the main reason that the children
do so wdl. Other reasonsinclude;

The class teacher is very secure about the best ways that young children learn, and dl of her
planning is firmly basad on an appropriate curriculum.
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42.

43.

45,

46.

47.

Adults working with this age group work closely together as ateam.
Children’s starting points are speedily assessed and identified right from the start, so that work
and experiences are pitched at the right leve.

In most of the lessons observed, pupils made very good progress in their learning in response to
very good teaching. Teachers make effective use of assessment information to ensure that work is
adjusted to the needs of different pupils. The school keeps detailed records of pupils progress as
they move through the school and the records are adapted to suit the particular needs of pupils.

At the time of the previous ingpection the accommodetion for the youngest children was
unsatisfactory. Reception children are now located in excellent purpose built accommodation. The
curriculum is very good and has been updated for the Foundation Stage.*

The teacher and her classroom assistant work together very well indeed and assessments are used
very well to guide the planning. This meansthat dl children successfully move forward in their
learning. Children with specia educationa needs are identified early on, as are higher attaining
children. Work is then planned at theright level. For example, the smal group used the * dance
basket’ to help them explore the autumn westher. The children had limited prior experience, but
the very good planning enabled the adults working with them to guide and support them, aswell as
encouraging them to use the correct vocabulary. The children’s learning was enhanced sgnificantly
by the teacher’ s interaction with them. There were very good links with literacy as the children
suggested words such as ‘twirled’, ‘twists and ‘shaking'. Very effective use was made of the
story entitled ‘ The Leaf and the Squirrd’ to simulate their imaginations further.

Children are dways encouraged to make choices, to share, to take turns and to say ‘please’ and
‘thank you'. Thisboosts their self-esteem and helps to develop their confidence and positive
attitudes towards school and learning. Parents are pleased about this and are aways willing to help
and support their children both in school and when working together a home. This has very
positive benefits for the children’s dl round development and progress.

When the children gtart at Stretton Sugwas in the reception class their sandards are about average
for children of their age. Mot of them are on course to achieve the Early Learning Gods by the
time they leave the reception class. Some will exceed these. Progressis good in al areas of
learning. Early reading and writing skills are developing very well, and the children are trying to
write their names.

Mathematical work has a high profile and the children are sarting to count accurately and to
recognise numbers. They are curious about the world around them and enjoy looking at and
describing fruit. Staff encourage the children to make independent decisons and to find out things
for themsalves. Both boys and girls make rapid gainsin ther learning because of high quality
teaching, very good rel ationships between adults and children and effective planning.

! The Foundation Stage applies to children under five years of age.
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WHAT COULD BE IMPROVED?

Information and communication technology (ICT) and the recording of information is not used
enough to support work across the whole curriculum.

48.

49.

50.

Standards attained by Year 6 pupilsin ICT vary across aspects of the subject, however, overdl
they are above those expected nationdly for the age group.

The co-ordinator is providing good, educationa direction for the subject and staff have been
involved in aussful programme of ICT training. Thereisadlear, sysematic development in the
ICT teaching and learning programme as pupils move through the school. However, pupils
progressin developing their ICT skills can be dependent on the teachers varying level of
confidence in using computers to support work across the curriculum.

The school has avery good range of resourcesfor ICT. The number of computers available to
pupilsis very good in the ICT suite and good in classsooms. However, during the inspection it was
not clear how pupils, in al year groups, were able to use the full range of resources available. At
times many of the computers were not being used and there were some missed opportunities when
ICT could have supported learning carefully for aminority of pupilsin some literacy and numeracy
lessons but was not included in teachers plans.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

Sl

Stretton Sugwas CE Primary School has made very good progress since it was last ingpected over
four years ago. Asthe school has dready identified in its school development plan, to improve
standards further the governors, headteacher and staff should:

@D

2

3

Make sure that dl the staff show in their planning how they are going to use ICT to support
pupils learning across the wider curriculum.

Ensure that the resources that are available are used to the full so that pupilsin al age groups
have better access to computers.

Identify, in aclear way, how skillsin ICT can be developed through their use in other subjects.

(See paragraphs 4, 9, 24, 48, 49 and 50.)
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of |essons observed 21
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 14
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent | Very good Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
Number 2 15 3 1 0 0 0
Percentage 10 71 14 5 0 0 0

The table gives the number and percentage of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching. Care should be taken when interpreting these percentages as each lesson represents more than five percentage point.

I nformation about the school’s pupils

Pupils on the school’srall YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’srall (FTE for part-time pupils) 90
Number of full-time pupils known to be eigible for free school medls 1

FTE means full-time equivalent.

Special educational needs YR-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of specid educationa needs 3
Number of pupils on the school’ s specid educationa needs register 15
English as an additional language No of pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additiond language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usud time of first admission 3
Pupils who l€eft the school other than at the usud time of leaving 13
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Attendance

Authorised absence

%

Unauthorised absence

%

School data 4.7 School data 0.0
National comparative deata 54 National comparétive data 0.5
Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.
Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2)
Year | Boys | Girls | Totd
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 1 for the 2002 7 6 13
latest reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Totd 12 13 13
Percentage of pupils School 92 (100) 100 (100) 100 (93)
at NC Level 2 or above National 84 (84) 86 (86) 90 (91)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Tota 13 13 13
Percentage of pupils School 100 (93) 100 (93) 100 (100)
a NC Level 2 or ebove National 85 (85) 89 (89) 89 (89)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year (i.e. 2001).

Because there are fewer than 10 boys and girlsin Year 6 thisdatais not included in the table below.

Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6)*

Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 2 for the

latest reporting year

Year | Boys

Girls | Totd

2002 5

5 10

* Test and examination data is excluded from inspection reportsif the year group isten or fewer.

In the tests in English, mathematics and science taken by pupils at the age of 11, results have been lower in

recent years because of the large number of pupils with specid educationa needs in each cohort and a high
mohbility factor involving higher achieving pupils leaving prior to the 2002 tests. In this cohort, six out of the

remaining ten pupils had specid educationd needs. Despite this, Sandards were average in science, with
al but one pupil achieving Leve 4 and above. Standards were below in English and well below in
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mathematics. When consdered in relation to smilar schools standards were below average in English and
science and well below in mathematics (the lowest five per cent). However, thisisasmall school with low
numbersin each year group, and one pupil can make a sgnificant difference to overal percentages.
Current targets are redlistic and achievable, reflecting the changing nature of each group.

Ethnic background of pupils Exclusionsin thelast school year
No. of I;Ii?('g No. of

Categoriesused in the Annual School Census pupilson . permanent

roll ex?:ﬁls?:ns exclusons
White — British 90 0 0
White— Irish 0 0 0
White — any other White background 0 0 0
Mixed — White and Black Caribbean 0 0 0
Mixed —White and Black African 0 0 0
Mixed —White and Asan 0 0 0
Mixed — any other mixed background 0 0 0
Adan or Asan British - Indian 0 0 0
Adan or Adan British - Pakistani 0 0 0
Asan or Asan British — Bangladeshi 0 0 0

Adan or Adan British — any other Asan

background 0 0 0
Black or Black British — Caribbean 0 0 0
Black or Black British — African 0 0 0
Black or Black British — any other Black 0 0 0
background

Chinese 0 0 0
Any other ethnic group 0 0 0
No ethnic group recorded 0 0 0

The table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only. It gives the number of exclusions, which may be different from the
number of pupils excluded.
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Teachers and classes

Qualified teachersand classes. YR -Y6

Financial information

Tota number of qudified teachers 4.7 Financid year 2001/2002
(FTE)
Number of pupils per qudified 21.06
teacher
Average classsze 25 £
Education support staff: YR —Y6 Totd income 241946
Tota number of education support 8 Totd expenditure 242471
Saff
Tota aggregate hours worked per 97 Expenditure per pupil 2579
week
Baance brought forward from 10304
previous year
Baance carried forward to next year 9779
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Recruitment of teachers
Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years 0
Number of teachers gppointed to the school during the last two years 0
Tota number of vacant teaching posts (FTE) 0
Number of vacanciesfilled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE) 0
Number of unfilled vacancies or vacanciesfilled by teachers on temporary contract of less 0
than oneterm (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parentsand carers

Questionnairereturn rate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes schoal.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the schoal is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do a
home.

The teaching is good.
| am kept wel informed about how my child is

Qgetting on.

| would fed comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The schooal is heping my child become mature
and responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outside lessons.
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Number of questionnaires sent out 90
Number of questionnaires returned 44
Srongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly Don't
agree agree disagree | disagree know
61 39 0 0 0
45 45 2 0 7
43 50 7 0 0
35 47 16 0 2
57 41 2 0 0
25 55 20 0 0
68 27 5 0 0
45 55 0 0 0
32 45 20 0 2
43 50 5 2 0
45 45 2 0 7
42 40 9 5 5




