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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Bibury CofE Primary is avery smdl village schoal. It islocated close to the church with which it has
very close links. There are 47 boys and girls aged 4 — 11 years old, organised into two classes. There
are twice as many boys as girlsin school. The infant class has seven children who have just started
school in the reception year. Overall pupils attainment when they start school is average. Most
pupils live in the village but a smal number come from the surrounding villages and some travel to
school by bus. Seven pupils, a below average proportion, are identified as having special educational
needs for avariety of learning difficulties. None has a statement. All but four pupils are from white
UK heritage. All pupils speak English as their home language. No pupils are digible for free school
medls, which iswell below average. Pupils come from a variety of social backgrounds, which are
generaly more favourable than the national picture.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisis an effective school, which has improved considerably since the previous inspection. Pupils
achieve well in English, mathematics and science and, by the end of Y ear 6, standards are above
average. The school takes every opportunity to use computers and other Information and
communication technology (ICT) equipment to support learning in many lessons. Standardsin ICT are
well above average as aresult. Teaching is good and pupils are given tasks matched well to their
needs in English and mathematics. The school has necessarily focused on raising standards in English,
mathematics and science and, athough it has managed to maintain standards in most subjects, pupilsin
the juniors do not achieve well enough in geography and art and design. This is due to weaknessesin
the curriculum rather than teaching. Leadership and management by the headteacher are very good.
Sheiswell supported by the staff, who have a strong commitment to make further improvements.
Governors support the school well and play afull role in the school’s strategic development. The
school gives good vaue for money.

What the school does well

L eadership and management by the headteacher are very good.

Standards are rising and are now above average in English, mathematics and science. They are well above
average in information and communication technology (ICT).

Teaching and learning are good, so pupils achieve well.

Provision for pupils spiritual, moral, socia and culturad development is good and fosters good attitudes and
behaviour. Pupils use their initiative well and take their responsibilities serioudly.

Parents hold the schoal in high regard and make a very good contribution to their children’s learning.

The very good assessment procedures in English, mathematics and science are used effectively to track and
monitor pupils progress, and to provide good support for pupils with specia educational needs.

What could be improved

Standards in art and design and geography are not high enough at the end of Year 6.
The curriculum is not as balanced as it could be in the juniors.

The areas for improvement will formthe basis of the governors’ action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school has worked hard to consolidate and build on the many new initiatives put into place at the
time of the last inspection, in June 2000. The success of these is now reflected in higher standardsin
English, mathematics, science and ICT, and pupils good attitudes, very good behaviour and strong
persona development. Assessment procedures in English and mathematics have much improved and
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help teachers match tasks precisaly to individua pupil’s needs. Recent refurbishment to the building
and outside areas has improved provision for children in the reception year, and made playtimes fun for
al pupils. Parents have greater confidence in the school, and governors play a much bigger role in its
direction and development. The last ingpection judged the school to no longer require specia measures.
Since that time, it has continued to build on its strengths. Improvement has been good overall.

STANDARDS

There are very few pupilsin each year group so data from nationa tests should be treated with
caution. The school’s own assessment information indicates that year on year standards have risen in
the core subjects of English, mathematics and science, and pupils achieve well, considering their
attainment when they start school. Overal, pupils achieved well to attain the above average standards
in the 2002 national assessments at the end of Year 2, and the very high standards at the end of Y ear
6. Pupilswith special educationa needs are supported well in lessons through the tasks that are
matched precisdly to their individual needs. They achieve well and make good gains towards the
targetsin their individua learning programmes.

Children start school with average levels of attainment in al areas of learning. They make satisfactory
progress during their first year and, by the time they join Year 1, most reach the expected levels of
attainment, (the early learning goals), in al area of learning. All pupils make good progressin
developing their persona and socia skills and their knowledge and understanding of the world.

Pupils achieve well in Years 1 and 2. Standards seen during the inspection were above expectations in
reading, mathematics and science. Pupils make satisfactory progress in writing, art and design,
geography, history, music, design and technology and religious education and attain average standards.
They achieve very well in ICT to attain above average standards.

Pupils continue to achieve well in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 in English, mathematics and science, and attain
above average standards in these subjects. Standards in history, music, religious education and design
and technology are average and achievement in these subjects is satisfactory. Pupils make
unsatisfactory progress in geography and art and design and standards are below average. Pupils have
insecure knowledge and weak skills in these subjects. Achievement in ICT isvery good and standards
are well above average. No overall judgement was made about pupils achievement in PE astoo few
lessons were seen. However, dl pupils swim well and attain above average standards in this aspect
throughout the school.

PUPILS ATTITUDES AND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Good. Pupils generaly have positive attitudes to their learning. They work
well in pairs and small groupsto find strategies to solve problems.

Behaviour, in and out of Pupils behave very well and respond positively most of the time in lessons.
classrooms They negotiate the small amount of space available for football on the
playground and make sure they keep themselves and others safe. There
have been no exclusionsin the past year.

Personal development and | Pupils are involved in many activities, which give them responsibility and
relationships alow them to use their initiative. Relationships are good and al pupils get
along well together. Pupils' respect for each other’s fedlings is reflected in
the positive way they evaluate each other’ s work in lessons.

Attendance Good overal. The school monitors absence closaly and makes every effort
to encourage good attendance. Pupils enjoy school and arrive on time.
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The school sets high expectations of behaviour, and pupils respond accordingly. On occasions when
expectations are not so high, some older pupils take advantage and demonstrate a silly attitude.
Greater emphasis has been placed on pupils taking responsibility and using their initiative since the
previous inspection and this is reflected in the responsible attitude shown by the mgjority of pupils.
TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupilsin: Reception Years1-2 Years3-6

Quiality of teaching Satisfactory Good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory;
unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh
weaknesses.

The quality of teaching is good overall. No unsatisfactory teaching was seen. Examples of very good
teaching were seen in both classes. It is due to the good teaching that standards and achievement in
English, mathematics, science and ICT have improved since the previous inspection.

Teaching for children in the reception year is satisfactory overall. The school has taken steps to make
sure that the children are fully involved in those aspects of literacy and numeracy lessons that are
appropriate to their needs. In group work, the younger children often work with a teaching assistant,
on particular tasks, and these are appropriate to their needs. However, planning focuses too much on
what the children will do in these activities rather than on what they will learn. There are too few
planned opportunities for them to work with the teacher on focused learning matched to their needs.
Good emphasisis given to the children’s persond, socia and emotional development and those who
recently started school have aready developed good levels of independence. Thisis reflected in their
ability to get their own things at lunchtime and at the end of the day. They make good progress in
knowledge and understanding of the world due to particular strengths in ICT, history and science based
activities. Overall, the children make satisfactory gainsin their learning during the reception year in dl
other areas of learning.

Teaching of pupilsin Years 1 and 2 isgood. Group work in lessons is carefully planned to extend
pupils existing skills. However, except for the occasiond older less able pupil working with younger
pupils, groups are often organised by year group. While this is appropriate for the great mgority, higher
attaining pupils are not aways challenged as often as they could be. Most lessons are practical and
lively. The teacher’s good relationships, knowledge of pupils and use of humour keep pupils attentive
and interested in their learning. Consequently they are developing good levels of concentration and
most pupils aways finish the tasks on time.

Teaching and learning in the juniors is good. Focused questions keep pupils engaged in the discussions
and this helps them to make relevant contributions. Pupils are developing good strategies for solving
problems especially in mathematics. Pupils with special educationa needs are given good support
when working in lessons, either by the teacher or by well-informed teaching assistants, and when they
are withdrawn to work in small target groups. Due to the good use of assessment information, tasksin
most lessons are well matched to their particular needs and they make good progress as a result.
Higher attaining pupils are challenged, and the smaller teaching groups for English, mathematics and
science ensure that they make good gains in their learning. Pupils evaluation of their own and other’s
learning is amajor part of many lessons and this helps pupils develop a good knowledge of what they
need to do to improve further. Marking is detailed and gives pupils good feedback on what they do
well and what they now need to do to improve.

Literacy and numeracy are taught very well. Pupils use their skillsin many subjects and use books and
the Internet frequently to research new topics, for example when finding out about famous people and
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eventsin history. Teachers expect pupils to remember the skills they have learned in mathematics, to
solve problems and to collect information and display it in graphs and tables when working in other
subjects. Consequently, older pupils have a good understanding of data handling and are beginning to
read tables and charts with good levels of accuracy.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect

Comment

The quality and range of the
curriculum

Satisfactory. The school provides a broad and relevant curriculum for al
pupils. Thereis some imbaance in the juniors, where geography and art and
design sKills are not taught regularly and systematically enough. The
curriculum is enriched by visits, visitors and very good links with the local
community.

Provision for pupils with
special educationa needs

Good. Pupils receive good support in lessons and when they work in small
groups on specific English and mathematics targets. Provision is organised
very well. When identified, gifted and talented pupils are given individua
support to help them achieve even higher standards.

Provison for pupils
persond, including spiritud,
moral, social and cultural
devel opment

Provision for pupils spiritud development isgood. Very good opportunities
are provided for pupils socia and mora development and, as a result, pupils
behave very well towards each other. Provision for pupils cultural
development is satisfactory.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

The school careswell for al its pupils. There are good procedures for their
welfare and safety and very good procedures to support their persona
development. Assessment procedures are good overall. They are very good
in English, mathematics and science and used effectively to identify suitable
targets for individua pupils.

Parents hold very positive views of the school and are pleased with the many improvements made
since the previous ingpection. Their interest and involvement in the life of the school have a positive
impact on their children’s learning. They give suitable support for homework activities and listen to
their children read. This positive support enables the pupils to achieve well. The school works hard to
give parents regular, good-quality information about school events and how well their children are

doing.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and Very good. The headteacher provides very good, clear educational direction.
management by the Sheiswdll supported by the staff team. Recent improvementsto ICT,
headteacher and other key | numeracy, literacy and science are due to the strong leadership of subject co-
staff ordinators.

How well the governors
fulfil their respongbilities

The governing body fulfils its statutory duties well. Maost governors have a
good understanding of the school’ s strengths and weaknesses. They ask
chalenging questions of the school and use this information to identify
suitable priorities for further development.

The school’ s evaluation of
its performance

The school evauates its performance well. The information is used to agree
suitable priorities for improvement and set new targets. All members of staff
contribute positively to these procedures and are constantly looking for ways
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to raise standards further.
The strategic use of Resources are used very well. The school plans for the use of its financial
resources resources very precisaly. It applies the principles of best value very well
because of the continuous comparison it makes with similar schools costs and
standards.

The school has a satisfactory number of teachers and teaching assistants to meet the needs of the
curriculum. The accommodation is satisfactory overdl, athough the library is very smal. The planned
improvements to the outside area for children in the Foundation Stage are wholly appropriate. Pupils

are planning how the new playground will be used and have many ideas for how it can be devel oped
further.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parentswould like to see improved
Their children like going to school. - A few parents feel that there is too much
The school is well led and managed homework.

They dl feel happy to approach the school with | - A very small number feel there are too few
questions or problems. activities outside lessons.

Everyone agrees that the school has high
expectations, that teaching is good and pupils are
making good progress.

Behaviour is good and the school is helping their
children to become mature and responsible.

Most fedl that the school works closely with them
and that they are well informed about their children’s
progress.

The parents' questionnaire returns were exceptionaly positive about all aspects of the school. There
were no significant concerns expressed by parents. The inspection team agrees with al of parents
positive views. Thereisagood balance of homework across the curriculum, in line with national
guidelines, which is linked well to what pupils have learned in lessons. Thereis a good number and
range of extra-curricular activities offered to pupils.
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PART B: COMMENTARY
HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?
The school’sresults and pupils' achievements

1. Standards of attainment have improved year on year since the previous inspection and are
now above average in English, mathematics and science at the end of Year 6. Standardsin
information and communication technology (ICT) have improved considerably and are now
above average at the end of Year 2 and well above average at the end of Year 6. These
improvements are due to better teaching, more focused schemes of work, improved resources
in ICT and the use of very effective assessment procedures, which identify precisely the next
stepsin learning for all pupils across the school. Standards have been maintained in al other
subjects except in art and design and geography in the juniors. Achievement by dl pupils,
including those with specia educational needs, is good overall.

2. The children start school with average attainment overal in al areas of learning. A few pupils
attain below or above average levels. All pupils make satisfactory progress and, by the end of
the reception year, most reach expected standards for children of their age. Good progressis
made in personal, socia and emotiona development. The children who have just started
school have dready settled into the routines and are developing good levels of independence
and sdlf-confidence. They are able to look after their persona needs well and work co-
operatively in the classroom or when playing outsde. The children enjoy the practica
activities, which help them develop a good knowledge and understanding of the world, and
they make good progressin this area of learning. They are fully included in science-based
activities and during the inspection were fully engrossed in exploring how arange of toys and
other objects moved by a push or apull.

3. Dueto the very small numbers of pupilsin each cohort, it is inadvisable to compare attainment
between year groups. However, the group who attained the very high standards at the end of
Year 6 in the nationa testsin 2002 achieved well. It was obvious from looking at the pupils
work that they rose to the occasion to do extremely well in the tests, reaching a level of
attainment that was not always reflected in their class work, especially in English. Inspection
evidence indicates that by the end of Year 6 standards are above average in English,
mathematics and science. The school has placed particular emphasis on these subjects in
order to raise standards, with considerable success. Pupils with specia educationa needs
make good progress and, due to the focused support they get in lessons, many achieve
average levels. Higher attaining pupils make good progress in the juniors, and those pupils
who were identified as gifted in mathematics last year amost attained the higher level 6
standard.

4. Pupilsin the infants achieve well to attain above average standards overal in reading,
mathematics and science at the end of Year 2. Standards in writing are average but there has
been recent good improvement to standards in spelling, an aspect on which the school has
focused. The school is particularly successful in getting all pupils to at least the average levels
in these subjects, including those who start school at below average levels of attainment. The
group who attained above average levels in the national tests for seven year olds in 2002
achieved well overall. This gives them a good base on which to build their learning in the
juniors.
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Pupils

10.

Pupils with specia educationa needs make good progress and achieve well in relation to the
targets set in their individual education plans. Good teaching and extra support helps these
pupils to learn very effectively because work focuses on their particular needs. Standards
reached by the older higher attaining pupils are good and, where appropriate, they benefit from
stimulating and chalenging extension activities. Y ounger higher attaining pupils are not aways
sufficiently challenged in the work they are expected to carry out, which means their progress
is not always as good as it could be.

Literacy and numeracy skills are very good. Pupils are encouraged to record in writing their
ideas and things they have found out. They are often given freedom to decide for themselves
the form this will take. Many older pupils have acquired the skill of making notes from their
research, which are then effectively used to write personal accounts of what they have found
out. They use books to locate quickly the information they need and many skim the text for
relevant information. Numeracy skills are developed very well across the curriculum. Recent
analysis of pupils work indicated aweakness in interpretation of data. The school has put into
place well planned activities to develop this skill in science and mathematics lessons. Pupils
are now looking carefully at what tables and graphs display and using their numeracy skills
capably to work out answers to specific questions. Older pupils find averages independently
when drawing conclusions about their science investigations.

Standardsin ICT are above average at the end of Year 2 and well above average by the time
pupils leave the school. Thisis due to the particular focus given to the development of key
skillsin ICT lessons and the way that ICT isused in almost every lesson to support learning in
other subjects. A very good range of ICT equipment is used effectively to enhance pupils
learning in most lessons. The flexcam is used very effectively in the juniors to review learning
at the end of lessons, and the digital microscope enhances pupils understanding of how seeds
germinate in science. All pupils have very good skills, including those with specia educational
needs, who receive focused support in lessons.

Standards in religious education, design and technology, music and history meet expected
levels at the end of Year 2 and Year 6. No judgement was made about physical education as
too few lessons were seen in this subject. However, it is clear from assessment information
and talking to pupils that standards are above average in swimming. All pupils go swimming,
and over half the juniors can aready swim the expected 25 metres. The many opportunities
for pupils to sing in public and very good teaching they receive in choir, mean that this group
sing in tune and with very good expression.

Standards in geography and art and design are average at the end of Year 2. Standardsin
these two subjects at the end of Year 6 are below average. Too little work is covered in
sufficient depth for pupils to acquire the skills, knowledge and understanding that they need.

attitudes, values and personal development

The pupils attitudes to school are good and their enthusiasm has a positive impact on their
progress. Parents said that their children love school and quoted a pupil who said * School is
fun’. At thetime of the last inspection, aminority of pupils did not participate fully in lessons.
The school has worked very hard to deal with thisissue. In the vast mgority of lessons dl
pupils take afull part in activities because they are fired up by the teachers enthusiasm.
Teachers are usudly very skilful at directing questions to individual pupils and valuing their
contributions. This means that the pupils are confident in voicing their opinions and ideas
without fear of faillure. ThiswasseeninaYear 3 and 4 mathematics lesson when the pupils
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13.

14.

extended their knowledge of multiplication and divison. After a quick-fire start on repesting
the 5 times table backwards, the pupils were keen to take part in a whole class mathematical
game involving matching pairs of numbers on the board by doubling and having. The task was
carefully designed so that al pupils, no matter what their ability, were chalenged by the work.
The pupils were highly motivated, but accepted that they did not always succeed in getting the
right answers. At the end of the game, they listened carefully to the teacher’ s explanation
and were able to understand their original mistakes. These excellent attitudes accelerated the
pupils learning. In music lessons, there is not the same level of challenge and expectation,
and consequently some pupils have developed negative attitudes. InaYear 5 and 6 music
lesson, a few pupils made silly noises when they should have been listening to each other’s
performances, and some pupilsin Years 3 and 4 were restless and lay on the floor.

Pupils with special educationa needs are interested in their work. They show good levels of
concentration in the classroom and on those occasions when they are withdrawn to work
outside the classroom. They work well with other pupils and take part in al aspects of school
life.

The pupils behaviour is very good and this had a positive impact on their learning. The
school’ s very good provision for pupils mora development ensures that it operates as a happy
and harmonious community. The parents and pupils value the ‘family atmosphere’ where
everyone iswell known and respected. The pupils know that adults working in school expect
high standards of behaviour and pupils generaly behave very well in lessons and around the
school, even without close supervision. The rewards system works well and pupils enjoy
receiving praise and house points. The pupils are trustworthy and show due respect for
property. The pupils say that there is no bullying as everyone knows each other so well.
There have been no exclusions and the headteacher deals swiftly with any silliness or anti-
socia behaviour.

The pupils persond development and relationships are good. Since the last inspection the
pupils are more confident in taking responsibility and using their initiative at school. Thisis
because the school has developed a very good range of opportunities for social devel opment
both in lessons and around the school. Older pupils are e ected as heads of school, and others
are house captains or monitors. Members of the school council have recently been appointed,
and are dready taking their duties very seriously, making sensible suggestions, for example
what activities to organise at break times. In lessons the pupils are using their initiative well.
For example, before the school day, a pupil who had arrived in good time was copying down
some conclusions from the previous day’ s independent group work in history, which they had
decided to record on aflip chart. He then went off to photocopy his work for the rest of the
group, ensuring that all pupils had the relevant information. Relationships are good and the
pupils work and play well together. Parents value the way the pupils welcome and accept
children who are new to the school. Older pupils play with younger pupils and al support each
other in lessons, for example when using and sharing computers. The friendly way pupils
offer positive advice to each other on how to improve their work reflects the respect they
have for each other’s fedings.

The pupils attendance is good. The attendance rate is just above the national average. There
are very few unauthorised absences. Parents ensure that their children arrive at school on
time, and the school day starts promptly. The good attendance and punctuaity have a positive
impact on the pupils learning.
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HOW WELL ARE PUPILSOR STUDENTS TAUGHT?

15.

16.

17.

18.

There has been good improvement in the quality of teaching and learning since the previous
inspection and it isnow good overall. Lessons are interesting and keep pupils motivated and
attentive in their learning. Teachers questions are probing and help lead the pupils to their
own conclusions. This deepens their understanding and allows them to identify for themselves
the strategies to use when solving number or science related problems, or researching new
topics. Pupils are expected to work together, to explore ideas and discuss outcomes.
Assessment information is used well in English and mathematics to match tasks precisdly to
individual pupil’s needs. Pupils are encouraged to record their work in the style and format
they choose and, therefore, very few worksheets are used. Classroom organisation and
management are good overall. The decision to teach older pupilsin smaller groups twice a
week for English and mathematics, and weekly for science, means that they get individual
atention when needed, and the oldest pupils can be presented with real challenges. Dueto all
of these things, the match of tasks to individual needs is much better than at the time of the
previous inspection and is moving pupils learning forward at a faster rate.

The teaching of children in the reception year is satisfactory. The curriculum is planned to
cater for their needs through suitable practical activities. The particular attention to pupils
learning independence and self-help skills, from the day they start school, is reflected in their
ability to care for their personal needs well. They al self register in the morning and enjoy the
responsibility of preparing the chart ready for the next day. Adult led activities focus on the
teaching of specific skills, such as letter sounds and counting. This is enabling the children to
develop good levels of key skills. The children are included in relevant activitiesin literacy and
numeracy and these are providing a good start to the children’s early reading and counting
skills. They are not included in focused group work often enough and are, therefore, not
supported by the teacher as often as they could be. An improvement since the previous
inspection is the range of practical play activities from which the children choose and which
help develop their knowledge and understanding of the world to agood level.

Teaching and learning in Years 1 and 2 are good. Lessons are well organised and include
practical activities which keep the pupils' attention focused on the task in hand. The good
knowledge of each pupil’s particular needs informs the use of focused questions, which are
targeted at individuas, and these probe their understanding and give support whereiit is
needed. Some Y ear 2 pupils who need extra help sometimes work with younger pupils and
this means that they get the reinforcement they need. However, the higher attaining younger
pupils rarely work with older pupils thus missing opportunities to challenge them to do even
better. Similarly, higher attaining older pupils in the class are not always challenged as much
as they could be to attain even higher standards. Homework supports learning in lessons well
by reinforcing reading and spelling skills. Relationshipsin the class are good and the use of
humour makes lessons fun and hel ps the pupils grow in self-confidence and self-esteem.

Teaching in the juniorsis good. Questions are used effectively to keep pupils attention

focused. ICT isused regularly to add interest and this means al pupils are keen to take part.
Pupils are encouraged to question each other and give each other support. A particularly
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19.

20.

21

strong feature in lessonsiis the pupils evauation of each other’swork. The flexcam isagood
way to do this, as all pupils can see the work clearly. The expectations set by teachers that all
pupils will be responsible and vaue each other’s work and feelings, means that they al
contribute to the evaluation openly and positively. The result isthat pupils are very aware of
their own learning needs and know what they need to do to improve even more. In some
music lessons, lower expectations of behaviour result in afew pupils till not playing afull part
in lessons. Their behaviour can disrupt the concentration of others for short periods and
prevent faster learning.

Teaching of literacy and numeracy skillsis very good. Literacy lessons use interesting texts,
which spark the pupils' interest and imagination and motivate them to spesk and to write.
Vocabulary choices are adventurous, and because of the schoal’ s recent focus on spelling, this
is often correctly presented. The Internet is used effectively to develop pupils research skills,
and the small class libraries provide useful opportunities for pupilsto learn how to use an index
and contents page to locate information quickly. Unfortunately, the school library is cramped
and does not lend itsdlf to independent research or browsing for a favourite book. The final
parts of lessons are used effectively for pupilsto talk about their work and review what they
now need to do to make improvements. Numeracy skills are developed in a number of
subjects. Younger pupils practise their adding and subtracting skills on the computer and this
isagreat motivator. In science, pupils are given suitable opportunities to record their resultsin
graphs and this hel ps them devel op the skills of reading and interpreting the information
presented. Pupils understanding of measurement is developed in design and technology
through measuring precise lengths of material and wood to make models, and through science,
for example when finding out if the tallest person has the biggest feet.

The teaching of pupils with special educational needsis good. Teachers and other staff
provide a good level of support for these pupils, and consequently the pupils make a good rate
of progressin their learning. The targets set are appropriately challenging and teachers can
work towards them within a normal classroom setting. The targets are practical, clear and
easy for staff, parents and pupils to understand. They are regularly and effectively reviewed
and amended. Although none have been identified this year, the school ensures that it
recognises any gifted and talented pupils and there is evidence to show they learn effectively.

The teaching of science isgood. Suitable focusis placed on practical enquiry and this means
that by the time they are in the upper juniors, pupils have a good understanding of how to plan
and carry out afair test. Lessons are fun, so pupils remain interested and stay focused on the
task. Pupils are taught scientific knowledge through these practical investigations and this
reinforces and consolidates their understanding of scientific ideas. The digital microscopein
the juniors sparked particular interest in germination and pupils talked knowledgeably about this
process because they had watched each tiny step as it happened. The subsequent
photographs are displayed prominently around the classroom to act as a constant reminder of
the experience.

Teaching in ICT is very good and this results in very good learning for al pupils. Although no
overadl judgement was made on the quality of teaching in art and design and geography,
evidence indicates that learning is unsatisfactory. Although teachers obvioudy stimulate
pupils interest, evident in their motivated conversations about geography and art and design
activities linked to their topic work, pupils are not taught the skills and techniques regularly or
systematicaly enough for them to attain high enough standards. Teaching and learning in
other subjects where there was sufficient evidence to make a judgement were satisfactory.
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HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED TO
PUPILS OR STUDENTS?

23. The quality of the curriculum is satisfactory overall and meets statutory requirements. There
are particular strengths in the way the school links learning across a number of subjects, and
the frequent use of ICT to support learning in amost every lesson. The curriculum is
organised on arolling programme of topics, which makes sure that pupils do not repeat work
unnecessarily and provides opportunities to revisit learning to revise and reinforce skills and
understanding. This provides well for the mixed aged classes. There are weaknesses,
however, in the balance of the curriculum in the juniors and, in particular, planned opportunities
for pupilsto learn geographical skills and the skills and techniquesin art and design. The
school now has schemes of work for all subjects, many of which are based on nationa
guidance documents. Planning in English and mathematicsis very detailed and meets the
needs of dl pupils well.

24. The curriculum for children in the reception year is satisfactory. Effective emphasisis placed
on pupils developing their persona and socid skills, and thisis successfully developing their
ability to look after their own things and find what they need independently. They have good
levels of self-confidence and high levels of self-esteem as a result of the good relationships
and positive reinforcement they get in lessons. There is a suitable balance between adult led
and self-chosen play activities. The school plans to develop the use of the outdoor areato
support learning and thisis a priority for the curriculum for children of thisage. Activitiesto
support the children’s knowledge and understanding of the world are practical and based on
their personal experience. This makes learning more meaningful and adds interest. A new
phonics scheme has been introduced and the children enjoy the practical games they play in
smdll groups.

25. The school has appropriately identified pupils who have specid educationa needs and makes
good curricular provision for those pupils who have individua education plans. In addition, it
has identified pupils who have potentia difficulties or who lack confidence in a certain area.
This early concern ensures that all pupils are provided for appropriately. Pupils with special
needs take afull part in the curriculum and the work provided for them matches their needs
well particularly in the core subjects of English, mathematics and science. This match is not
yet consistently achieved across all subjects, particularly where staff are new to the school.
The schooal is committed to raising the attainment of pupils with specia educationa needs and
has appropriately implemented a number of educationa initiatives. These include early literacy
support and booster groups that are helping to raise pupils achievementsin literacy and
numeracy in particular.

26. The school has very good strategies for teaching literacy and numeracy. In literacy lessons, a
very wide range of interesting texts link with different subjects and the current topic. This
adds meaning to activities and motivates pupils to take part in lessons. Speaking skills are
developed very well through lively discussions and presentations about the content of personal
reading and writing. Recent work on Shakespeare's ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’ is being
reinforced at lunchtimes through watching a film version and comparing it with the origina
play script. Statistical information is recorded in science and used to draw conclusions about
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investigations. Numeracy skills are developed very well through subjects including science,
design technology and ICT.

Provision for pupils personal, social and health education isgood. Pupils are developing a
growing awareness of the importance of exercise and a healthy diet to their own well being
through suitable activities and topics. Sex education and drugs awareness are suitably linked
to topicsin science. The newly formed school council gives pupils good opportunity to express
their views on schoal issues. Cycling proficiency training for older pupils is welcomed by
pupils and parents.

Thereis agood number and range of extra-curricular activities, visits and visitors, which
enrich the curriculum. Footbal club is a particular favourite and enjoyed by many pupils each
week. A good number of pupils attend choir, which regularly performs to members of the
local community and takes part in special concerts organised in the county. The special
curriculum days make a good contribution to art and design, English, RE and DT. Years4, 5
and 6 pupils have the opportunity of aresdentia experience, which makes avauable
contribution to their persona devel opment.

There are very good links with the local community, which enhance the quality of the
curriculum. Sporting links with the local football team means that the pupils can use their
grounds, weather permitting, to take part in football activities. The local trout farm has
provided an interesting context for pupils to learn about fish, their life support needs and
habitats. Bibury Court is a pleasant venue for the annual school sports and athletics activities.
The Bibury Festival isafriendly occasion, which develops pupils sense of citizenship very
well.

. There are good links with the preschool groups that some children attend before starting

school. Vidtsto al of these makes sure the school knows about any particular needs
individua children may have before they start school. Older pupils have a good opportunity to
visit the secondary school in the summer term and this smooths the transition to the new
schoal.

Overdl, the provison for pupils spiritua, mora, socid and cultural development is good and
this has a positive effect on many aspects of school life. The school’s strengths lie in its very
good promoation of socia and mora development. The school has successfully tackled a key
issue from the last inspection and there are now more opportunities for pupils to develop their
independence and show initiative. Spiritual development isgood. Cultura development is
satisfactory because there are not enough opportunities for pupils to value and reflect on their
own and other diverse cultures through work in art and geography.

The school maintains a strong Christian ethos and there are close links with the adjacent
church. Staff value the pupils and encourage them to share their opinions. The school
celebrates success and promotes an atmosphere where there is no fear of failure. In many
lessons, the teachers' enthusiasm rubs off on the pupils and makes learning exciting. For
example, the pupils were amazed when the teacher projected images of the germination of a
mungbean to demonstrate plant growth. The school encourages the pupils to reflect upon
Christian values through celebration of festivals such as harvest and Advent, as well as
exploring the beliefs of others such as the Hindu festival of Divali. During the school day, the
staff encourage pupilsto reflect on their life and work through daily assemblies and times of

prayer.
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33. Thisis acommunity where there are high expectations of good and respectful behaviour. For
example, during the week of the ingpection the moneybox for the poppy appeal was left on
display. Thetrust placed on pupils honesty meant they al developed a deep respect for its
purpose. Pupils support a number of charities and this gives them very good opportunities to
think about those |ess fortunate then themsalves. Adults working in school are good role
models and pupils are rewarded for good behaviour. In assemblies issues such as ‘What
makes a good friend? are explored, increasing pupils understanding of mora values. School
rules are displayed everywhere and act as a constant reminder of behaviour expectations.

34. The school has established afeding of community both within school and in its links with the
village of Bibury. Parents and pupils appreciate the ‘family atmosphere’ created by the
school. The school has successfully encouraged pupils to take responsibility. For example,
pupils were involved in the design of the new playground and the school council is now
discussing pupils ideas about the activities and games that will be suitable for playtimes. It
has thought carefully about any consegquences these changes may make to school life. Pupils
are encouraged to develop their leadership skills through acting as team captains and heads of
school. The school council enables pupils to voice their opinions and make helpful suggestions
to improve the life of the school. There are good opportunities for pupils to work in groups and
pairs. This often results in developing pupils independence and mutual support. Residential
vigits, school productions and the football team enhance pupils socia skills. The school
encourages the pupils to thinks of others and they entertain senior citizens and enjoy raising
funds of charities.

35. The pupils knowledge of their own culture is developed satisfactorily throughout the
curriculum, for example through literature, history, country dancing and visits to the thestre.
The school does not provide enough opportunities for pupils to learn about the diversity of
culturesin our society, athough there are some areas that give pupils beneficia insights into
other cultures. The pupils understanding of other faiths is degpened in religious education and
some assemblies. Some non-Western art is on display and literature by black authorsis
studied in English lessons. However, the cultural aspects of art and design and geography are
not explored in the same depth as other subjects and this limits pupils cultura development.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?
36. Overdl, the school has good procedures to ensure the pupils welfare, health and safety.

37. It pays due attention to health and safety issues and provides a safe and secure environment
for its pupils. The school has a good hedth and safety policy and governors make regular
checks of the premises. The school has good systems in place for risk assessment and testing
of electrical equipment, and regular fire drills are carried out. A number of minor health and
safety concerns were brought to the attention of the school during the inspection and these
were addressed immediately. The pupils are encouraged to consider their own safety through
topics such as * Stranger Danger’ and cycling proficiency training. The arrangements for first
aid are good and two members of staff have received training in basic first aid. Good records
are kept of accidents and the school keeps parents well informed if their child isinjured or
becomesiill.

38. The school has good arrangements for child protection and has drawn up a good policy. The

headteacher is the designated member of staff with responsibility for child protection and
ensures that staff receive appropriate training. The policy for accessing the Internet is
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available for adl parents and on display prominently in the suite. All pupils are aware of the
rules for using the Internet in school.

The school’ s arrangements for monitoring and improving attendance are good. The school
encourages parents to contact school if their child is absent and the vast mgjority do so. Any
unexplained absences are followed up and there are appropriate links with the educationa
welfare officer.

The school has effective procedures for monitoring and promoting good behaviour. The good
behaviour policy promotes respect, trust and fairness. Most teachers have clear classroom
routines and high expectations of behaviour, and pupils behave very well as a result.
Sanctions, other than talking to pupils, are rarely needed. However, there are inconsistencies
in the management of behaviour. In the music lessons observed, the teacher allowed pupilsto
lie on the floor and make inappropriate noises. This distracted other pupils and dowed the
pace of learning. Procedures for monitoring and eliminating oppressive behaviour are very
good. A clear anti-bullying palicy isin place and bullying is discussed in assemblies. Parents
and pupils say that, due to the family atmosphere in school, bullying is not a problem.

Procedures for assessment are good overall. The very detailed records of pupils attainment
and progress in English, mathematics and science give very good guidance on how well
individua pupils are doing. The detailed information alows the school to track individua
pupil’s achievement. The information is used well by the school to make changesto the
curriculum and make sure that pupils bridge any gaps in knowledge, skills and understanding.
For example, due to careful analysis of test papers in mathematics last year, extra
opportunities are in place for pupils to interpret and get information from tables and graphs.
This means that pupils are now looking very carefully at the horizontal and vertical axesto
make sure they know what the graph is representing. This enables them to think carefully
about what they are expected to find out.

There are useful portfolios of pupils work in most subjects to help guide assessments. There
isvery little work in the art and design and geography portfolios and, therefore, the school has
not yet addressed the weaknesses in these subjects. The school development plan has
scheduled these portfolios to be reviewed this year and next in the school’ s rolling programme
for review. Information about what pupils should typicaly attain for subjects other than
English, mathematics and science are included in planning and this gives suitable guidance to
teachers on what to ook for in lessons.

Good records are kept to show the progress of pupils with specia educationa needs, and
regular reviews and assessment of targets inform future plans. Individua education plans
contain targets that are specific and well matched to pupils ability. The school gives good
support to pupils with special educational needs and makes good use of the support available
both within the school and from outside agencies. In class, pupils take afull and active part in
lessons because work is provided which matches their capabilities and meets their particular
needs well.

The procedures for monitoring and supporting pupils persona development are very good.
Adults working in school know the pupils well and give good support on a day-to-day basis,
particularly encouraging pupils to use their initiative and take responsbility for their work.
Teachers make helpful commentsin the pupils annual reports about the pupils persona
development.
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HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

45. The parents hold the school in high regard and are very supportive of the staff. They
recognise the school’ s strengths, and say that they particularly value the way the school has
improved through the staff’s * tremendous effort’.

46. The school works hard at sustaining very good links with parents and carers. The schoal is
very welcoming and parents feel able to come and discuss their concernsin the relaxed and
friendly atmosphere. Staff are usualy willing to see parents immediately, or return telephone
cals for those families who live outside the village. The school vaues the opinions of parents
and conducts regular surveys. A computer course for parents proved very popular. The
school invites parents into school for specia events, including open days.

47. The information the school provides for parentsis good. New parents are well informed
through visits, meetings and a welcome pack. The prospectus and governors annual report to
parents are informative and contain al the necessary information. Weekly newdetters give
parents very good information about future events and staffing arrangements, but do not
celebrate the school’ s successes. Governors send parents useful reports each month about
their visits to the school. The pupils annua reports are satisfactory and give parents detailed
information about what their children can do. Reports for the younger pupils do not give
enough information about how well they are doing and what they need to do to improve their
work. Termly consultations give parents good opportunities to discuss their children’s
progress.

48. The parents involvement with the work of the school is very good. Parent governors and
other parents who are not governors are very supportive of the school and help to shape its
future. The very active friends association raises considerable funds to subsidise swimming
and for other educational purposes, as well as organising social events. Attendance at events
such as the school concerts and leavers' barbegue is very good. All parents have signed the
home-school agreement.

49. The parents contribution to their children’slearning is very good. The school vaues the help
offered by parents who assist with swimming, football club and educationa visits. Parents are
very interested in their children’s education and attendance at the termly consultation is very
high. They help their children with work a home, for example with researching topics and
listening to them read. This has a positive impact on the pupils progress.

50. Parents of pupils with specia educational needs are kept fully informed of their children’s
attainment and progress at regular parents evenings or when they come into school. When
appropriate, they are invited to termly review meetings to discuss their child's progress and
future targets.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?
51. The leadership and management of the school are good overall, with considerable strengths.
The headteacher provides very good leadership and, together with the staff and governors, has

worked very hard to address successfully the issues arising from the last inspection. She has
aclear vison for the further development of the school, which is shared by staff, governors
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and parents aike. The headteacher, staff and governors together ensure that the school runs
smoothly and efficiently.

The school’ s monitoring systems are generally effective and ensure that the quality of teaching
remains good. This enables pupilsto learn and achieve well. These include lesson
observations and the systematic examination of teachers' planning and pupils written work.
These activities have contributed to the ongoing improvements in the quality of teaching and
learning as well as enabling the schoal to identify priorities for future development. However,
although the monitoring systems have shown the need to review the curriculum and teaching
of subjects other than English mathematics and science, the imbalance in the curriculum in the
juniors has not been sufficiently recognised and too little time is currently spent on the teaching
of geography and art and design for the older pupils. In addition, athough there is generaly
good communication between the staff, there is sometimes alack of consistency in the
expectations of pupils attitudes towards their work. Thisis sometimes evident in poor
presentation and ingppropriate behaviour from a small minority of pupilsin avery few lessons.

. Overall, the headteacher has a good picture of the school’ s strengths and weaknesses, and

uses this information effectively to develop action plans for improvement. Thereis a shared
desire for pupils to achieve high academic standards. There is aso a commitment to the
development of dl pupils asindividuas. A postive learning environment has been devel oped
and maintained well. This, combined with pupils good attitudes and very good behaviour,
makes a significant contribution to their learning.

. The arrangements for performance management are sound. All teaching staff have

development interviews with the headteacher, which take into account school and personal
priorities. Appropriate targets are set and any training needed is arranged. Regular reviews
track the progress and make decisions as to whether any additional support is required.
However, the system has not yet been extended to include non-teaching staff. Thisis not
mandatory but does represent good practice, particularly in asmall school where al staff have
agreat ded of contact with al pupils and have a considerable impact on their learning.

. Subject co-ordinators make a good contribution to the strategic development and management

of the school. All teachers have significant management responsibilities with most being
responsible for at least one aspect or subject area. Their roles are developing well, athough
with recent changes of staff, not al are yet fully consolidated. Co-ordinators carry out
reviews of their subjects on aregular basis, usng a range of monitoring activitieswell. They
have the opportunity to work alongside colleagues, as well as examining pupils work and
looking closdly at teachers planning in order to identify what needs to be improved. Their
ideas are incorporated into the whole school improvement plan. Improvements in standards in
English. mathematics, science and ICT are due to the strong leadership of the subject co-
ordinators.

. Whole-school improvement planning is good. The plan is drawn up jointly by the headteacher

and governors. The standing committee is responsible for its on going monitoring and review.
The school reviews achievements and progress made the previous year effectively and this
forms the basis for future development. The school’s monitoring programme aso identifies
priority areas for improvement clearly and these are mostly appropriate. Plans are drawn up
setting out staff training needs, associated costs, and relevant success criteria so that
outcomes can be evaluated precisely. The staff and governors review the progress made
towards targets through their cycle of monitoring, with progress reports given to the governing
body at meetings. The plan incorporates appropriate development points for the subjects due
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for review in that school year. Any budget implications are built in fully. The plan hasa
suitably long-term perspective, taking appropriate account of future planned devel opments.

The governing body is very capably led by its chair who has a clear perception of the school’s
strengths and weaknesses. There is effective support from governors who work closely with
the headteacher. The governors play a significant part in planning and guiding the school’s
development.

. Thereis a sharp focus to the governing body’ s work as a ‘critical friend’. A number of

initiatives, in particular the very effective ‘governor of the month’ system, have been
introduced that have directed attention to a range of supportive activities. Governors are
properly involved in the work of the school both as members of various committees and as
individuals. Most undertake their responsibilities for specific areas and activities efficiently,
athough levels of expertise vary. Governors have a good understanding of the strengths and
weaknesses of the school through the comprehensive reports from the headteacher. Whilst
being supportive, they challenge effectively what the schoal is doing and how it might do
better, fully fulfilling their statutory duties.

In spite of the pressures of her other responsibilities, the headteacher manages the provision
for specia educational needs very well, and provides effective leadership. The administration
systems are efficient and the organisation of documentation is meticulous. The school’s policy
for special educational needsis in line with the requirements of the new Code of Practice.
Pupils' individual education plans are reviewed regularly and targets are clear so that the
progress of individual pupils can be measured accurately.

. The school’ s financia planning and monitoring procedures are organised very well. The very

few recommendations made as a result of the school’s most recent financia audit have been
appropriately addressed. Administration arrangements are secure, with the school secretary
supporting the work of the school quietly and effectively.

Thereis very good liaison between governors, the headteacher and staff in planning the
budget. Governors take an active and confident part in taking budget decisions because of
their individua expertise and the detailed information provided to them by the headteacher.
Very effective corporate decision making ensures that the financia resources available to the
school are properly targeted to improving standards throughout the school. Over time, the
school has built up a surplus larger than would normally be acceptable. However, a detailed
five year plan has been drawn up and, in order to meet the school’s priorities for the future,
there will be a considerable reduction in the amount of money the school holdsin reserve to
protect it against unexpected happenings. With the increase of numbersin the junior class, the
school isrightly putting the emphasis on using its financia resources for the benefit of these
pupils. Expenditure is being targeted to directly benefit their learning by, where necessary and
feasible, increasing staffing levels, providing additional learning resources and creating a
stimulating working environment. It is expected that pupil numbers are sustainable and may
show a small increase, so that the future is secure. The use of the specific and additional
funds allocated to the school is well focused and has been used effectively to improve the
accommodation and playground facilities. It has a positive impact on the quality of provison
for al pupils who are well supported.

The school makes very good use of new technologies. The school has moved positively to
promote the teaching of information and communication technology. Pupils and staff are dll
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confident and accomplished users of awide range of equipment and the school has embraced
the use of the Internet with the development of its own website.

63. In order to ensure best value, all elements of the school's spending are evaluated to ensure that
the most economic and effective quaity of education and support is provided for the pupilsin
itscharge. A variety of gatistical information is used to monitor the quality of learning and
identify priorities for development. The findings are fed into the school’ s improvement plan
and subsequently into budget priorities.

64. Thereisagood range of staff to teach the curriculum. Support staff are a valuable asset to
the school. The classroom assistants have a central and valued role and are used well to
support groups of pupilsin lessons. They work closely with the teachers, and make a good
contribution to pupils learning. Administration and cleaning staff are also recognised by the
school for the importance of their contribution.

65. The accommodation is satisfactory and is attractive, clean and well maintained. The hdl is
small in relation to pupils needs, for example for Year 6 pupils when involved in gymnastics,
and the library is cramped. The improvement of the outdoor playground has greatly benefited
the pupils, although space for outside PE is still very limited. The school makes very good use
of the facilities it has but is highly dependent for the goodwill of the local business community
in providing space for athletics during the summer. Plans for an areafor the reception year
are in an advanced stage of development and should greatly enhance the provision for these
children. Learning resources are sound and have improved significantly in some areas such as
in ICT and literacy.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?
In order to improve the quality of education for al pupils, the headteacher, staff and governors should:

@ Raise standards in art and design by:
- ldentifying in the curriculum planning where and how specific skills, techniques
and elements of art and design will be taught;
Providing more regular opportunity for pupils to learn, develop and practise their
ills,
Develop assessment procedures to track pupils progress more closely.
(Paragraphs 9, 22, 28, 35, 42, 52, 94, 99)

2 Raise standards in geography by:
Identifying in planning where and how geographica skills will be taught;
Providing more regular opportunities for pupils to develop their geographica and
fidldwork kills,
Develop assessment procedures to track pupils progress more closdly.

(Paragraphs 9, 22, 35, 42, 52, 105, 107, 109)

3 Improve the quality of the curriculum by:
- Evauating and reviewing the curriculum and timetables to identify more
opportunities for art and design, and geography lessons;
Develop the outdoor area to support learning for pupilsin the reception year,
as outlined in the school improvement plan.
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(Paragraphs 23, 24, 52, 65, 67, 72, 94, 97, 107, 110)

In addition to the key issues above, the following areas should be considered for inclusion in the action
plan:

Provide further opportunities for pupilsto develop their cultural awareness of the diversity of
cultures in British society.
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of |essons observed 18
Number of discussions with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 17
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
Number 0 3 11 4 0 0 0
Percentage 0 17% 61% 22% 0 0 0
The table gives the number and percentage of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching. Care should be taken when inter preting these percentages as each |esson represents more than five percentage points.
I nformation about the school’ s pupils
Pupils on the school’sroll Nursery YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’s roll (FTE for part-time pupils) 0 47
Number of full-time pupils known to be eligible for free school meals 0 0
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery YR-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of special educational needs 0 0
Number of pupils on the school’s specia educational needs register 0 7
English as an additional language No of pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additional language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 1
Pupils who |eft the school other than at the usual time of leaving 1
Attendance
Authorised absence Unauthorised absence

% %

School data 5.3 School data 0.1
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National comparative data

5.4

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

National comparative data

0.5
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Ethnic background of pupils Exclusionsin the last school year

Categoriesused in the Annual School Census No of pupils Number of Number of

onroll fixed period permanent

exclusions exclusions
White — British 36 0 0
White — Irish 0 0 0
White — any other White background 0 0 0
Mixed — White and Black Caribbean 0 0 0
Mixed — White and Black African 0 0 0
Mixed — White and Asian 0 0 0
Mixed — any other mixed background 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British - Indian 1 0 0
Asian or Asian British - Pakistani 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British — Bangladeshi 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British — any other Asian background 0 0 0
Black or Black British — Caribbean 0 0 0
Black or Black British — African 0 0 0
Black or Black British —any other Black background 0 0 0
Chinese 0 0 0
Any other ethnic group 3 0 0
No ethnic group recorded 0 0 0

The table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only. It gives the number of exclusions, which may be different from the number of
pupils excluded.

Teachers and classes Financial information

Qualified teachersand classes: YR -Y6

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) 2.2 Financial year 2001/2002

Number of pupils per qualified teacher 21

Average class size 235 £

Education support staff: YR-Y6 Total income 239272

Total number of education support staff 2 Total expenditure 239450

Total aggregate hours worked per week 31 Expenditure per pupil 5321
Balance brought forward from previous year 20420
Balance carried forward to next year 20242

Recruitment of teachers

Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years 0.2
Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years 0.2
Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE) 0
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Number of vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE)

0.2

Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less than one term (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturnrate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progressin school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at home.

Theteaching is good.

| am kept well informed about how my child is getting
on.

I would feel comfortable about approaching the school
with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and achieve
his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The schooal is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of activities
outside lessons.
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Number of questionnaires sent out 47
Number of questionnaires returned 33
Strongly | Tendto Tendto | Strongly Don't
agree agree disagree | disagree know
61 39 0 0 0
73 24 0 0 3
70 30 0 0 0
3 42 18 0 7
79 21 0 0 0
73 21 3 0 3
83 12 0 0 0
85 9 0 0 6
64 33 3 0 0
91 9 0 0 0
67 3 0 0 0
27 61 9 0 3




PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE

CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

66.

67.

The provision for the youngest children, those in the reception year, is satisfactory. There are
currently seven children who are taught in the same class with pupilsin Year 1 and 2.
Assessments completed when the children start school show awide spread of abilities, but
overall attainment on entry is average. Adults who work with this group know their needs
well and have forged good relationships so that the children are aready well settled into school
routines. The children are included in literacy and numeracy activities, if appropriate, and this
hel ps them to get used to learning in more formal situations. Overall they make satisfactory
progress to attain the early learning goals, the expected levels, by the time they join Year 1.

Teaching is satisfactory and enables al children to make at least the expected gainsin al
areas of their learning. The good relationships and use of humour is particularly effectivein
settling children and getting them involved in dl planned activities. They respond well to the
positive approach and have good levels of self-confidence and self esteem as aresullt.
Planning outlines the activities clearly and there is a suitable balance between adult focused
and self-chosen tasks. Particular emphasisis placed on the children developing their personal
and socid skills and this area of learning is taught well. When the children are included in
class group work, they make good progress. Thisis particularly noticeable in developing their
knowledge and understanding of the world because the children are involved in their own
group work linked to the learning by the rest of the class. The classroom is well organised so
that the children can get their own resources easily. The outdoor area has just become
available following the refurbishment of the garden into a new playground. The school plans
to develop this as a teaching and learning resource for al areas of learning next year. Thisis
wholly appropriate.

Personal, social and emotional development

68. The children respond well to the good teaching and, by the end of the reception year most

attain the early learning goals in their personal, socid and emotiona development. The
children who have started school in September have aready developed a number of
independence skills as aresult of the high expectations placed on them to do things for
themselves. Consequently they get their own things a lunchtime and at home time, being
careful not to interrupt any lessons that are going on in the hall as they tiptoe through to the
cloakroom. This shows good levels of consideration for others. They are adept at choosing
their own activities and getting the resources they need to support their play. They share
equipment and take turns with little or no encouragement, rising to the clear expectations set
by the adults who work with them. They are confident when playing on the playground and
join in with each other’s games amicably. They look forward to going swimming and line up
quietly before walking sensibly to the bus. Thisis despite the obvious excitement this activity
promotes. On return to the classroom, they al settle again quickly ready to listen to the details
of the next learning activity.

Communication, language and literacy

69. Children in the reception year are included in those parts of the literacy lessons that are

relevant to their needs. Therefore, they are fully included in learning early reading skills and
have good book habits as aresult. They know how to handle books with care and use the
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tape recorder independently to listen to their favourite stories. Sessions learning letter sounds
are fun and because of this al the children join in and aready know the names and sounds of
those letters they have been introduced to so far. They are beginning to notice these in books
when they come across them in reading activities. However, children often work with a
teaching assistant and, while they get good support from her, they do not have enough
opportunities to work directly with the teacher in focused group activities. Most children
speak with confidence about persona experiences and readily approach adults with requests
and support with activities. Some pupils are beginning to write their names independently and
those who try to write afew simple words can read these to an adult. Asaresult of the
satisfactory teaching, most children attain the early learning goals by the end of reception year.

Mathematical development

70. Thereisawide range of attainment in the children’s mathematical development when they
start school. They make satisfactory progress overal to attain the expected levelsin
mathematics by the end of the reception year. Because the activities are practical, they take
part willingly in the range of tasks that are planned. They take part in appropriate aspects of
numeracy lessons before working with a teaching assistant on arange of practica gamesto
develop their counting skills. This helps them to devel op a secure understanding of the order
of numbers. Although planned to take place next term, there are currently no opportunities for
the higher attaining children to work with older pupilsin the class on more chalenging tasks.
Many demonstrated through their ability to count and add on that they would benefit from
being included in some of the group work in numeracy lessons or receiving focused support
from the class teacher more often. Lower attaining pupils are benefiting from computer
games, which help them to count objects to ten and identify the corresponding written number.
They are more successful in these activities when they are given adult support to encourage
them to count accurately. At other times, because the game gives a welcome response
whether the child is right or wrong, many till have atendency to count at random and make
guESSES.

Knowledge and under standing of the world

71. The children respond well to the good teaching and most exceed the early learning goals by
the end of the reception year. The children have good computer skills and confidently use
these independently to play smple number and other games to help them with their early
counting and adding skills. They have good mouse control and can select and click on the
numbers they want. Construction kits are a favourite game and pupils build imaginative
models in small groups and pairs. During the inspection two children talked animatedly about
the family of robots they had made, acting out imaginary situations with obvious enjoyment.
They explained that the pieces stuck together because of the magnets and showed how
sometimes the same magnets pushed the pieces gpart. The children are learning about things
that require a push, pull or both to make them work through good opportunities to explore toys
and other equipment during their self-chosen play activities and when working with the
teaching assistant. Higher attaining children can point out the things that work by both a push
and apull. The children are involved in the wide range of activities open to older pupilsin the
same class and are making good progress as a resullt.

Physical development

72. The younger children play happily aongside older pupils at playtimes and are developing a
good sense of space and keeping themselves safe. There are too few opportunities for them
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to develop their climbing, balancing and jumping skills due to the limitations of the
accommodation until recently and the lack of suitable resources. There are plans to develop
the newly available outdoor area, and some progress has been made through the availability of
wheeled toys and small equipment. Thisis an areafor further development. All the children
benefit from aweekly swimming lesson and they are growing in confidence as aresult. By
the end of the reception year, al the children have a suitable pencil grip and use scissors and
other small tools with satisfactory adeptness. They have enough strength in their fingers to
join small construction pieces together and use a finger and thumb movement to wind up small
toys.

Creative development

73.

A good range of activities is planned for pupils to paint and create other artistic pieces of
work. They mix paints with confidence and, consequently, the children have satisfactory
knowledge of common colours and how red, blue and yellow are mixed to make these. They
join older pupils in the same class for music and, while this is suitable for developing their
musical skills, there are not enough opportunities for them to explore instruments and create
their own pieces of music at other times. The role-play areais available for them to use their
imagination in different sSituations, but during the inspection this was not seen in use. Teaching
is satisfactory overal and by the end of the reception year most pupils attain the early learning
goasin this area.

ENGLISH

74.

75.

76.

Standards of attainment are average at the end of Y ear 2 and above average at the end of
Year 6. This shows significant improvement since the last inspection. Although standards
have generaly improved, test results fluctuate from year to year. Thisis due to the very small
sizes of the year groups and the differing abilities within these, including the number of pupils
with specia educational needs. Higher attaining pupils are recognised and suitably challenged,
and the progress of pupils with specia educational needs is good due to the good support they
receive both within the class and through additiona support when they are withdrawn. During
the inspection there was no noticeabl e difference between the achievements of boys and girls.
All pupils have equal accessto all aspects of the subject. Pupils achievements overal are
good.

By the end of Year 2, pupils demonstrate that they are satisfactory listeners, who follow
instructions well. They generaly speak clearly and have an appropriate vocabulary for their
age. They are relatively confident speakers, using their vocabulary to express well what they
wish to say with reasonable use of descriptions and explanations. By the end of Year 6,
many pupils speak confidently across many areas of the curriculum, although some are not
very articulate and struggle to express exactly what they want to say. Teachers provide many
good and varied opportunities for pupilsto enter into lively debate and discussion, with the
result that pupils are not afraid to express opinions and question what they hear. They aso
show agood ability to listen to their teachers and to each other with respect, valuing the ideas
of others. They show agood deal of sensitivity, for example when they are appraising each
other’swork at the end of a session. Drama and performance provide good opportunities for
pupils to use their speaking skillsin formal and informa situations and this adds to their
increasing confidence.

By the end of Year 2, standards in reading are above the national average overal. The pupils
enjoy reading and talk enthusiagtically about the books they read. The lower attaining pupils
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78.

79.

demonstrate a good grasp of basic reading skills, and use these successfully to help them to
improve their reading. The higher attaining pupils read with expression and good attention to
punctuation. The overall good standard of reading is also reflected in the way that pupils
competently read different texts and work out new words that they meet. Dueto the
interesting choices of literature, they al join in with great enjoyment when reading together as
aclass. For example, when reading the instructions for having a safe fireworks night, all
pupils coped well, with the higher attaining pupils confidently reading words such as
‘explosive’. Pupils continue to make good progress throughout Y ears 3 to 6, and maintain the
good reading standards. The ease with which they read from a variety of textsin literacy and
other subjects demonstrates their good reading ability. By the end of Year 6, many pupils
have developed a critical enjoyment of reading. Higher attaining pupils know the works of a
wide range of authors, and compare and contrast different styles. Lower attaining pupils
receive good support often in the form of small group work which concentrates on specific
needs and enables them to make good, sustained progress. A particular strength is that books
are carefully matched to pupils' interests. For example, Mountain Bike Mania was being used
as alead text in one session observed, which really appealed to the boys who were using it.
Teachers ensure that pupils have access to awide range of authors and literature and
encourage them to write critical reviews. Thelibrary is small and does not lend itself to
extended opportunities for pupils to browse and find their own books. However, they know
how to locate information from the school library books once located, and thisis used well to
develop independent research skills. They are aso gaining good experience in obtaining and
using information from the Internet and CD ROMS.

Standards in writing are average and show that pupils make good progress in spelling by the
end of Year 2. The spelling of arange of familiar words is accurate, and pupils make
recognisable attempts at more complex words. Good provision is made for lower attaining
pupils who work with the class teacher and the younger pupils in the class to develop and
reinforce early spelling strategies. Consequently these pupils use what they know about letter
sounds to help them with new words. Higher attaining pupils make good attempts at more
difficult words such as ‘trouses for ‘trousers’, responding to the expectation to have ago first
so that the flow of writing is not interrupted.  All pupils appreciate the different stylesin
writing, and redlise that, in writing instructions, straightforward language should be used. The
pupils enjoy the chalenge that teachers provide through such tasks and also pay good attention
to basic punctuation. However, the highest attaining pupilsin Year 2 found the task relatively
easy and finished their work quickly.

By the end of Year 6, pupils standards in writing are above average. The progress of pupils
in Years 3to 6 is good overdl, with especialy good progress in the development of spelling.
Every year, each group of pupilsis gaining confidence in using and spelling a wide range of
vocabulary, and use dictionaries and word banks appropriately. A weaknessin writing lies
with the inconsistency of presentation. This was especially evident in work from last yesr,
which in many cases did not reflect the very good results that pupils later achieved in the
national tests. It was clear that teachers had different expectations of accuracy and neatness,
which were sometimes far too low. Most pupils use alegible and consistent joined style of
writing. In all year groups, lower attaining pupils are benefiting from the support they are
given to improve their basic writing skills. Assessment information is now used more
effectively to match tasks more carefully to pupils capabilities and thisis resulting in better
progress and higher standards in basic writing skills.

Teachers encouragement in developing pupils use of interesting vocabulary and writing for
different purposes results in some interesting and descriptive work. Pupilsin Year 3 made a

Bibury CofE Primary School - 34



8L

82.

list of notes about the character of Leah in Michagl Morpurgo’'s ‘Mackerel and Chips. They
are beginning to draw some inferences from the text and also show a good understanding of
the use of punctuation in lists. Y ear 4 pupils extended these skills by expanding their notes to
write accounts of Leah's character from the lists they had made. For example, one pupil
began her character sketch ‘Leah is a brave, sporty and energetic 10 year old girl who
likes fishing and going on boat trips'. Every encouragement is given for pupils to evauate
each other’swork. When the writing was appraised by the rest of the class, pupils still
managed to find things to improve. They valued the content and recognised that this was
good, but aso noted that the pupil had failed to indent at the start of her paragraphs and her
writing was squashed and quite difficult to read. This class appraisal iswell established and
pupils accept the judgements from their peers equably because they are made in asensible
and congtructive fashion. A pupil in Year 6 who was writing his own sequel to the passage
they had read in class used language well to capture atmosphere. He wrote: ‘ The tears were
rippling down my face only to get soaked up by my woolly jumper’. Pupilsin Years5 and
6 demondtrate, through a variety of work, their knowledge of the use of language and their
skills in note taking, drafting and recording. They show that they are able to produce
interesting and accurately punctuated work.

. The teaching of English is consistently good. Teachers are skilful in teaching the basic skills of

English to enable pupils to make good progress. A strength of the teaching is the strategies
used, which motivate and interest the pupils. It helps them to take responsibility for their
learning, but ensures that the pupils build on their skills and knowledge well. Teachers have
good subject knowledge and this enables pupils to understand the purpose of what they are
learning. Teachers make good use of assessment, thus ensuring that they carefully plan work
that matches the needs of pupils of al abilities. Thisis an improvement since the previous
ingpection, which noted this as a weakness. The splitting of the junior classto alow for
smaller teaching groups is effective, and carefully planned tasks for pupils with specia
educational needs enable them to make good progress. Small target groups are particularly
effective and pupils benefit from the one-to-one attention to develop specific skills. Other
tasks requiring pupils to work together encourage them to listen and to take each other’s views
into account. The most effective teaching shows good pace and a suitable balance of tasks.

In one very good lesson observed, the teacher planned a worthwhile range of activities, based
on Michagl Morpurgo’'s ‘Mackerel and Chips. The teacher worked hard to provide learning
experiences that were active and purposeful. This resulted in interested and involved pupils,
who listened and worked with sustained concentration. Overal, the teachers use effective
questioning to challenge pupils and encourage their thinking skills. Homework is used
effectively, particularly in Years 5 and 6, to support and extend what pupils are learning in the
classroom. The quaity of marking is satisfactory overall but variable in quaity. Some of it is
very good and contains useful suggestions for development and improvement, but much is
more vague, with comments such as ‘watch your spelling’ which are not particularly helpful.
However, in many cases teachers provide good ora and constructive feedback to pupils on
their work.

The strategies for the teaching of literacy are very effective. The use of individua targets

hel ps pupils to understand what they need to do to improve their work. Teachers ensure that
pupils use their literacy skills consistently across the curriculum, and there are useful systems
to make certain that this element is planned carefully. This aso contributes to pupils
understanding of the need to use and apply the skills they are learning in arange of contexts.
Additiona supporting activities where pupils work in small groups have aso helped some pupils
to improve their skills. Good use is made of computers both for drafting work and completing
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tasks. It isused at the appropriate level to extend the knowledge and understanding of pupils
of al abilities. The school has a suitable range of books to encourage wider reading, and
pupilsin Years 3 to 6 use the library books as a source of information.

83. The systems for the assessment of pupils work are very good. They enable teachers to plan
work to match the needs of pupils and aso to set regularly reviewed targets. The analysis of
pupils attainment has enabled the schoal to identify key areas for development, and this
includes the further development of writing skills. The subject iswell led by a committed and
knowledgeable co-ordinator. The policy for English is clear and comprehensive, and the co-
ordinator has ensured that careful planning of the subject meets the needs of the mixed age
classes.

MATHEMATICS

84. Standards of attainment have improved since the previous inspection and are now above
average at theend of Year 2and Year 6. Thisis because assessment is used more
effectively to match task to individual learning needs. It is helped in the juniors by the smaller
teaching groups, which gives more opportunity for teachers to work with individual pupils on
particular skills, knowledge and understanding. Pupils with specia educational needs are
supported well in lessons and when they are withdrawn to work in small groups. They do
work which is directly linked to targets identified through assessment and, coupled with the
one to one support they receive, this helps deepen their understanding of mathematical ideas
and skills. Higher attaining pupils are given the support they need and presented with greater
challenges to extend their learning further. Asaresult, some pupils were very close to
attaining very high standards in the national tests last year. Homework is used effectively to
support learning in lessons as pupils are often asked to practise similar examples a home or
learn important number facts such as multiplication tables. This has helped their faster recall
of answers to number problems. The directions given are precise and, due to the sometimes
complex nature of the problems being followed, the teacher often asks for only one example to
be completed at home. Achievement for dl pupilsis good.

85. Pupilsin Year 1 and 2 are developing a good understanding of place value. They use correct
terminology to explain what each digit stands for in numbers up to 100. They can locate
numbers quickly on a number square and confidently say which number comes before or after
agiven number. Some higher attaining pupils are beginning to use this square of numbers to
add successfully first the tens and then the ones to add two two-digit numbers correctly. Good
emphasisis given to pupils using their own strategies to work out the answers to calculations
and this means that pupils can think their way through a smple problem by the time they start
Year 3. Pupils have a sound understanding of measures and shape. Activities are suitably
practical and often linked to other subjects. This gives the activities relevant contexts through
which the pupils develop these skills and understanding.

86. Pupilsin the juniors continue to make good progress. A particular strength is their ability to
calculate quickly and use learned number facts to solve problems. Due to the established
atmosphere that promotes the view that it is acceptable to not always be right, older pupils are
always keen to have a go at solving calculations. Lessons are interesting and, because
questions are so well focused, pupils concentrate for long periods. As aresult they get
through alot of work in the time given. During one lesson, pupilsin Years 5 and 6 learned
how to read complicated graphs to calculate the number of goals scored on one day by a
number of teams. The complex problems expected the pupils to work out how the information
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was organised and read everything carefully, before deciding whether to add or multiply the
totals to find the correct number scored. It involved them using arange of skillsand
knowledge, for example finding out in how many matches two or three goals were scored
before calculating how many goals were scored altogether. Pupils work showed that they
cover awide range of mathematics work during their time in the juniors. Thiswork is often
practical and this helps them to really understand the mathematical ideas to which they are
introduced. They apply this to solving problems and explain the strategies they have used,
saying why they chose the methods they did. They check their own work and understand any
mistakes they make, consequently often correcting things independently.

87. Teaching and learning are good. Resources are used well to support pupils the first time they
are taught a particular idea. For example, pupilsin Year 2 were learning how numbers to 50
are organised. Because they al had number fans, they were al involved in the activity and
could manipulate the digits themselves to make the number requested. They were al able to
identify the digits, which represented the tens and the ones correctly, and some higher attaining
pupils were beginning to add two of these numbers together in their heads. Planning is
detailed and includes the support and extension activities for those pupils who need more help
and those who are ready to be challenged further. ICT isused effectively to reinforce quick
recall of number facts and pupils respond very well due to the exciting and fun games selected
by the teachers. These support the particular skillsthey are learning very well and are
carefully matched to the lesson’ s objective and pupils personal learning needs.

88. Leadership and management are good. The numeracy strategy has been implemented
successfully and is carefully monitored to make sure that al aspects of mathematics are
developed in depth. The co-ordinator monitors standards, and teaching and learning,
thoroughly. Focused assessments are carried out regularly and provide the necessary
information to track pupils progress closaly. The information is analysed carefully to identify
any curriculum development needs. Due to these rigorous procedures, the school has
identified and put initiatives into place to improve pupils ability and skillsto interpret data. As
aresult standards in this aspect are improving.

SCIENCE

89. Standards of attainment have risen since the previous inspection and are now above average
at theend of Year 2 and Year 6. Good opportunities are planned for pupils to learn through
practical activities and this devel ops scientific enquiry skillswell. Pupils are not aways given
enough responsibility and opportunity to follow their own lines of enquiry, however, as teachers
rather than pupils often select the equipment and plan the method of setting up and carrying
out the investigation. However, lessons are interesting and this engages the pupils’ interests.
They remain focused, concentrate well and learn what is planned as aresult. Achievement

for dl pupilsis good.

90. Younger pupils learn about plants and seeds by growing them themselves. Asthey watch
them grow, they learn about the various conditions that plants need to help them develop. This
is recorded in simple pictures and labels, which show that they are clear about the cycle.
Exploration of the school grounds has uncovered a number of habitats, and pupils have
organised these into groups showing where each plant and anima was found. There are good
links to design and technology. In the infants, pupils have learned to construct electrical
circuits to light up models. They use various materias to make switches and this helps them
understand those that conduct electricity, and those that do not. They know that a circuit must
be complete if abulbisto light. Practica explorations enable pupils to identify which objects

Bibury CofE Primary School - 37



9L

92.

93.

move or work through a pull or a push and to begin to apply this knowledge to smple
investigations into the way toys work. Careful questioning develops their understanding
further. One higher attaining pupil said, ‘You can pull string but not push it because it
curlsup. If you sew, you need a needle because it is made of metal’ thusindicating a
developing knowledge and understanding of the properties of materials and their uses. The
changes that affect materias are investigated through activities, which are relevant to the
pupils own experiences. For example, to find out how heat changes the state of bread, pupils
made cheese on toast and enjoyed the subsequent feast. Higher attaining pupils were able to
say that some changes can be reversed while others cannot. Due to the carefully structured
curriculum, pupils build on thislearning in the juniors by applying the knowledge to other
materials that change when heated or cooled, through activities such as making jelly.

Pupilsin the juniors develop their understanding of plants by learning about the conditions for
growth, the function of different parts of a plant and the processes they undergo. At the
beginning of new topics, teachers carefully revisit previous learning to help them assess what
pupils have remembered. Before moving on, the teacher skilfully questions pupils to help them
remember the experiment when the petals of a daisy turned red and blue because the coloured
water was sucked through the roots and stem. This reminded them of the function of roots
and stems and many pupils recalled the importance of nutrients from the soil and the need for
light. In the lessons which followed they were consequently able to say which of the two sets
of cress plants they looked at were most healthy and why. Older higher attaining pupils have
learned the purpose of the anthers and stigmas to a plant’ s fertilisation process and know that
the process in which the plants use sunlight to get their energy is caled photosynthesis. The
digital microscope is used to good effect to spark pupils' interests in the growth of seeds.
Older pupils have recently studied the growth of mung bean seeds and each tiny step in their
germination was recorded carefully and played back to show the precise moment of
germination. The pupils talk about the pictures animatedly and their sense of wonder is
evident to those who listen to their enthusiastic comments. This has given pupils keen interest
to find out more about how plants grow and higher attaining pupils can describe with good
levels of knowledge the process of germination and photosynthesis. Research on the Internet
and by searching CD ROMs support their learning very well.

The qudlity of teaching and learning has improved since the previous inspection and is now
good. Particular careis taken to make sure that lessons are practical and this keeps pupils
attention focused on the task in hand. Pupilsin the infants enjoyed finding out which soap got
their hands clean the quickest. Although this activity was planned and set up by the teacher,
pupils were able to use the information they had collected to say what happened. Planning
indicates precise learning objectives and these are constantly monitored during lessons to make
sure pupils are learning what is intended. During one lesson, pupilsin Years 5 and 6 were
considering how animals have adapted to their environment. They were able to think about
why certain birds have the shaped beaks that they do, through carrying out a range of practical
activities, which demonstrated the different feeding habits. The organisation of the juniorsinto
small groups for science alowed the teacher to work with every group, targeting questions to
get pupils to explain their thinking and to give reasons for their ideas and opinions. The
eventua recording provided useful evidence to support their subsequent conclusions about why
certain birds have the beak shape that they do.

L eadership and management of science have improved and are now good. The curriculum is
well organised to make sure that all aspects of science are covered. Assessment procedures
are very good. Specific aspects are assessed every term and these are linked to the current

topic in science. The information is used well to plan the first Iesson the next time the topic is
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visited and this means that activities are matched well to pupils learning needs. Thereisa
useful portfolio of pupils work, which gives teachers good guidance on levels of attainment
and these are used well to support the assessments. The co-ordinator looks closely at how
wdll pupils are doing in science and this includes talking to pupils, looking at their work and
watching othersteach. The information is used to put together an action plan, which identifies
clearly further developments in the subject.

ART AND DESIGN

%A,

9%,

97.

Standards of attainment in art and design are as expected at the end of Year 2 but are below
average a the end of Year 6. Although the pupils take part in art activities linked to topic
work on aregular bass, the skills and techniques are not identified sufficiently well in planning,
s0 specific skills, techniques and knowledge about elements of art and design are not taught in
asystematic way. The curriculum is unsatisfactory. There is one short lesson for art and
design or design and technology each week and this does not alow pupils sufficient time to
develop the range of experience in enough depth required by the national curriculum.
Achievement is satisfactory in the infant but unsatisfactory in the juniors.

Pupilsin Years 1 and 2 are developing a sound knowledge of colours and how different
colours can be made by mixing red, yellow and blue. They know how to make colours darker
and lighter by mixing them with black and white paint. They explore with different tools and
as aresult use arange of techniques to paint and make pictures with different textures.
Although no lessons were seen during the inspection, the level and range of work indicates
that the quality of teaching and learning is satisfactory.

Pupilsin Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 gain obvious enjoyment from the art and design activities. Good
links are made to other subjects so these activities are set within relevant contexts for learning.
For example, when studying the Greeks, pupils made coil pots from clay. This limited
experience to learn about texture and scul pture however, focused more on the history content
than the artistic skills, techniques and elements.  Older pupils are currently studying portraits
linked to their work in history about the Tudors. The work of Holbein was used effectively as
astimulus for pupils sdlf portraits, but again there was a missed opportunity to teach pupils
about how line and light are used to capture features and create the glint in the eyes. Suitable
links to autumn were established through the study of * Fruit portrait’ by Archimbolo, which
pupils used as a stimulus to design their own faces from leaves and seeds. However, athough
other subjects are used effectively to provide a context for art and design activities, learning
objectives do not focus on the precise art and design skills, techniques and elements that pupils
will learn. Although no teaching was seen during the inspection, the limited amount of
evidence indicates that learning is unsatisfactory in the juniors.

ICT isused effectively to support learning in art and provides pupils with some experience to
learn about the work of artists. Pupilsin Years 1 and 2 have looked at Jackson Pollock’s
‘Yellow Idands painting and created and designed their own paintings using the same
techniques. The overlaying yellow and black contrast well and produce dramatic pictures,
which are a close comparison with the original.  Although unable to recdl the name of the
artist, older pupilsin the juniors have used a painting by Matisse to create their own design of a
‘Snail’ by drawing, filling colour and placing squares around the paper. Art and design makes
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a suitable contribution to pupils spiritua development but does not make a strong enough
contribution to pupils cultural development. Posters and paintings are displayed through out
the school, which invite pupils to think about how nature is portrayed by different artists.
However, there is no systematic planning for pupils to learn about the contribution made by
artists from different periods and cultures and, athough pupils talk animatedly about their
recent work and artists, they have weak knowledge of artists from arange of times, styles and
cultures.

98. Standards of sketching are satisfactory. Portraits on display show a sound level of skill
working with pencil and crayon. Pupils recall other opportunities to sketch through their work
about Bibury when they sketch the different buildings in the village. Pupils do not use
sketchbooks to collect and expand on their ideas.

99. Leadership and management are unsatisfactory. There is no one person designated as co-
ordinator and teachers take responsibility for the subject in their own classes. This means that
there is no whole school overview for the development of the subject. Monitoring of the
curriculum does not ensure that pupils learn arange of skills, techniques and knowledge and
understanding of the elements of art. Assessments are not yet made and the portfolio,
athough started, contains few examples of pupils work. Thereis currently no action plan
athough the school has identified art and design as a focus for improvement in its school
development plan next year.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

100.Standards of attainment at the end of Year 2 and Y ear 6 meet expected levels for pupils
ages. The curriculum follows national guidance and this makes sure that pupils receive the
required breadth of experience. The curriculum identifies exactly what the pupils will learnin
each unit of work and this makes sure that they develop the skills necessary to design and
make a number of products. There are good links to homework through pupils making some
products at home, following the designs they have done in school. Pupils are involved in the
designing, making and evaluating stages and have made a range of models and products to
develop the full range of skills required. Standards have been maintained since the previous
inspection and achievement is satisfactory overall.

101.Y ounger pupils are fully involved in designing their own product before making these
individualy or in small groups. Last year, pupils explored carefully the colours, texture and
flavours of fruit before deciding which to include in their fruit salad. They decided whether to
pedl, cut or dice the fruit to give interest to the finished salad before tasting and evaluating
how to improve it further. This practica activity covered the complete design, make and
evaluate cycle and was set within afamiliar context to add meaning to the pupils' learning.

102.Photographic evidence, looking at pupils work and talking to the oldest pupils indicate that the
quality of teaching and learning is satisfactory throughout the school. In the infants, pupils are
given suitable opportunities to build modes from construction kits and to make improvements
to make these go further. They have a sound understanding of how cogs turn each other in
opposite directions and record this in pictures and labels. Good links are made to other
subjects and this provides arelevant context for learning. For example, pupilsin Years 1 and 2
built modd s of houses from recycled materids. These had windows and doors, which opened
and closed and contained model furniture for each room. The models were finished off with
decorated walls and dectricity circuits, which lit the centra bulb to light up the individual
rooms.
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103.Good opportunities are planned for pupils to take part in workshops led by experts and these
help to develop pupils knowledge and understanding of design and the way things work well.
Older pupils recdl with excitement a recent workshop in which they made mode * creepers
from wood and glue. They particularly liked using saws to cut the wood to the correct size.
Good development of measuring skills in this activity made good links to numeracy. Pupils
tried out their models to find out whose travelled the furthest and fastest, and benefited from
expert guidance to make improvements to their design and workings. Photographs reflect how
engrossed pupils were in this activity as they tried the ‘ creepers out and made adjustments to
make them go faster or further. Specia days are organised in school for pupils to make
specific products. A recent candle making activity was linked to pupils work about Easter.
The whole schoal joined in with this activity and they dl made individualy designed candlesto
take home. Older pupils enjoyed helping younger pupils and this did not detract from their own
achievements. The working in mixed aged groups makes a very good contribution to pupils
persona devel opment.

104.The subject is a shared responsibility and co-ordination is satisfactory. Teachers discuss
curriculum planning in some detail to ensure pupils develop their skillsin a structured way.
The curriculum is well organised so that activities are linked where possible with the particular
topic that term, and is satisfactory overall. Computers are used where appropriate to support
the design process. For example, when planning the new playground development, pupils drew
their ideas and plans on computer. They made any changes on screen before printing them
out for othersto see. Anindication of the expected levels of attainment are linked to the
scheme of work and identified on planning. However, they are not yet used to record formally
pupils attainment and progress in the subject.

GEOGRAPHY

105.As it was not possible to observe any lessons during the course of the inspection, judgements
are based predominantly on discussions with pupils, looking at their work and displays around
the school. Pupils attainment isin line with expected standards at the end of Year 2, but
below the standards required at the end of Y ear 6 because too little work has been covered at
sufficient depth for pupils to acquire the knowledge, understanding and skills that they need.
Thisis because the school has, in recent years, quite rightly, been placing the emphasis on
improving standards in the core standards of English mathematics and science. The
achievement of all pupils, including those with specia educational needs, is unsatisfactory
overal, athough sound for the younger pupils.

106.By the end of Year 2, pupils have a sound knowledge of the local area. Most pupils are
familiar with their own locality and know their own address and can record it accurately.
They can trace and measure their routes to school and ascertain who has the longest journey.
They are gradudly building up arange of skills. For example, they identify arange of features
on asimple map of a seaside town and decide whether they are natural or man made. An
appropriate comparison has been made between features of a seaside town and those seen in
their own village.

107.Although pupilsin Year 6 have some recall of the knowledge gained through geographica
studies, these frequently become confused with their studies in history, which have clearly
been in greater depth. Work examined from last year shows that pupils have made some
study of the westher and gained knowledge of some appropriate terminology particularly in
relation to wind strength. They have studied different areas of the world, identified desert
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regions and are able to explain cause and effect, for example the effects of over grazing, and
soil erosion. They show some familiarity with maps and atlases by identifying key features on
aworld map. Their skillsfor enquiry are in an early stage of development. The pupils conduct
surveys using travel brochures and use the results to make comparisons and form their own
opinions on the merits of different localities and environments. This was exemplified by their
study of resorts abroad and deciding which would be the best for seaside or skiing holiday. In
addition, pupils carried out a useful survey of alocd industry when they visited the Bibury trout
farm. The work completed as a result of this was of a good standard. However, little other
work pursued has been at sufficient depth. In addition there is an imbalance in the curriculum,
which means there is not a consistent and systematic build up in pupils geographica skills.
The fact that there are long gaps in some cases between geography based topics in the school
overal plan contributes to this.

108.Literacy and numeracy are used appropriately to develop skills. For example, Year 2 pupils
used string to measure the distances between pupils homes and school and compared the
length to find the longest and shortest journeys. Particularly good use was made of ICT when
recording the visit to the trout farm.

109.1t is not possible to make any overdl judgement on the quality of teaching. It isclear that in
Years 1 and 2, the teacher has sufficient subject knowledge to ensure that pupils learning is
extended through a sound baance of skills and knowledge. Good opportunities are provided
for curriculum enrichment such astheir use of educational visits. Although the teaching of
older pupils ensures their interest is generated, they are not sufficiently confident in their
knowledge and are not yet developing firm opinions on various geographical and environmental
issues. Learning for older pupils is unsatisfactory.

110.The scheme of work should ensure that an appropriate range of topics is carefully planned for
the mixed age classes. However, too little geography is currently being taught. Assessment
procedures have not yet been devel oped and there was no work in the portfolio from the older
pupils. Because of other priorities, the subject has not yet had sufficient opportunity for further
development or high priority on the school development plan. The school plans to give the
subject a higher focus next year, in order to address the weaknesses.

HISTORY

111.Asit was only possible to observe two lessons, judgements are based predominantly on
discussions with pupils, looking at their work, and displays around the school. Standards of
attainment meet requirements at the end of Years 2 and 6. Thereis sound coverage of the
history curriculum and achievement overall is satisfactory throughout the school with many
good features, such as the use of work in history as a stimulus for other subjects such as
English. Pupilswith specia educationa needs and higher attaining pupils are appropriately
provided for in class and tasks are well matched to their attainment levels. This enables them
to achieve appropriately.

112.In their work on the great fire of London, younger pupils wrote how the fire started and the
role that people such as the Lord Mayor and King Charles played in the events of 1666. Their
work was origina and showed very good attention to detail. They demonstrated a good
understanding of why the fire spread so quickly and its consequences. They are learning how
to make comparisons between life today and in the past and record their findings accurately.
This was shown in their drawings to illustrate the kitchen and its implements in Edwardian
times, alongside equipment used today. Pupils sense of chronology is developing appropriately
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and they are beginning to understand how life styles have changed over time. During the
inspection, pupils were learning about Remembrance Day and why it is kept as a special day.
A lively discussion about early memories was a suitable context for these young pupils and re-
enforced the concept of memory appropriately. The recording of their reminiscencesin
written and pictoria form was a good way of reinforcing the learning in the lesson.

113.Pupilsin Years 3 to 6 are currently very interested in their study of lifein Tudor times and talk
animatedly about their work. They have focused on Henry VIl and written interesting
biographies of his six wives. During the inspection they were extending this work and
beginning to look at the socia conditions prevailing and comparing the lives of the rich and
poor. Pupils learning took place on a number of levels as they quickly discovered the many
differences between lifestyles, but aso came to terms with how very different conditions were
for everyone. For example, they learned that no one had running water to their houses or
drank water because it was so polluted. There are opportunities for pupils to use research to
find more information about school topics, both in school and a home. They approach this
work enthusiastically and use both books and the Internet well. 1n addition, pupils sometimes
have access to historical artefacts relevant to the periods they are studying.

114.Although no overal judgement is made on the quality of teaching, both lessons observed during
the ingpection were good and enabled pupils to learn effectively. Lessons are motivating and
planned thoroughly to include interesting, challenging tasks. The few worksheets used were
highly relevant to the task. Teachers use an investigative approach enthusiastically and display
good questioning skills to help the pupils develop their own questioning and reasoning. Literacy
and ICT are used very well, particularly when pupils carry out their own independent research.
Pupils learn effectively because they redly enjoy history and the curriculum provided is
exciting and motivating. Literacy skills are used extensively. For example, when studying
Ancient Greece, pupils learned some of the myths and legends and as a result wrote to Athene
in the role of Arachne, after her compulsory transformation into a spider, to beg forgiveness.

115.L eadership and management of the subject are satisfactory. The amount of time devoted to
history is appropriate and allows adequate coverage of the curriculum. Because of the good
cross-curricular links, there are some considerable strengths in the level of pupils' thinking and
in the quality of their work. Thereis agood range of resources, including those for information
and communication technology. They are used well and pupils are encouraged to develop their
independent learning skills by having easy access to the computers and to the library books.
Although the time alocated to the subject is relatively low, thisis overcome by the good
integration of history into other subjects such literacy. Anindication of expected attainment is
included in teachers' planning and these provide good guidance for assessment at the end of
each topic. Theinformation is not yet recorded formally to note how well pupils achieve.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

116.Standards of attainment in ICT are good at the end of Year 2 and very good at the end of Year
6. Pupils are very confident and can find their way around a wide range of programs easily
and quickly. Younger pupils have a good knowledge of the keyboard and write things quickly
to support work in English and religious education.  Although not yet formally identified on
curriculum plans, al aspects of ICT are covered through the comprehensive scheme of work.
Very good links are made to other subjects. Achievement is very good across the subject.

117.Y ounger pupils are learning how to write smple sentences. They edit their own work,
changing the text to a different colour, style or size to improve the presentation. They are
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learning to drag and drop a picture into their pieces of writing to illustrate the meaning, often
working in pairs to make decisions. A recent traffic survey provided arelevant context for
pupils to learn how to construct graphs. Colour Magic is a particular favourite program, and
pupils enjoy filling shapes with colour to make patterns and pictures. Their good levels of
mouse control are reflected in their drawings of precise shapes and lines to show the different
components of bicycles. These are filled with colour to add interest. By the end of Year 2 dl
pupils are saving and printing their work independently.

118.Pupilsin Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 continue to make very good progress and by the end of the juniors
are working independently on computers to research and produce pieces of work. They write
pieces quickly because of their very good familiarity with the keyboard. Their written
accounts of avidgt to the trout farm illustrate perfectly the high quality presentation of
computer generated work. Pupils use WordAurt to insert titles and specific emphasis to certain
parts, changing thisif it does create the desired effect. Older pupils use light and temperature
sensors to monitor weather statistics and experiments in science. By the end of Year 6, pupils
have a very good knowledge and understanding how computes are used in the wider world
and how their use can enhance their own learning.

119.The qudity of teaching and learning is very good. Teachers have very good subject knowledge
and this means that specific computer skills are taught very well. Very good knowledge of
relevant computer software and Internet websites is used effectively to plan exciting activities
linked to learning in most lessons. This was particularly noticeable in history when pupils
throughout the juniors used the Internet to find out about what life was like for rich and poor
peoplein Tudor times. They could log on independently and find the information they wanted
due to the quality of the questions they asked. All pupils know the rules for using the Internet
and follow these conscientioudy. The whiteboard is used very effectively in the juniorsto
review pupils work in a number of subjects. All pupils can easily see the work, and therefore
they are al involved in helping each other make improvements. The digital microscopeisa
particular favourite and the recent work monitoring the growth of a mung bean was brought to
life when pupils, were able to see the step-by-step germination and growth of a particular
seed. ICT isintegrated into almost every lesson and makes a significant contribution to pupils
learning. ICT lessons are taught when the additional teacher isin school. This means that all
receive good attention in small groups. Thisis particularly beneficia to pupils with specia
educational needs whose progress is monitored closely by teachers. This means their questions
are answered quickly and they get any necessary support.

120.The curriculum is rich and very well planned to include al dements of ICT during the pupils
time in school. Although the planning isleft to individua teachers, very good links are made to
other subjects. In art and design, pupils have used a painting by Seurat as a stimulus to learn
how to use the spray tool in a painting program. The level of control that pupils applied as they
overlaid the different colours was good and created different depths and textures of paint.
Logo is used effectively to learn about the properties of shapes. Learning is built on in smple
steps to consolidate previous knowledge and understanding. The work pupils did in the infants
with making ‘Roamer’ move is developed on screen in Years 3 and 4 by learning about Logo.
Pupils learn how to write a smple programme to draw sguares and rectangles and are
beginning to predict the shape a particular set of instructions will produce. This makes a good
contribution to pupils knowledge and understanding of shapes.

121.1 eadership and management are very good. Recent improvements to accommodation and

numbers of computers mean that pupils now have lessons to teach specific skills and thisis
helping to raise standards in the subject. Regular assessments are used well to identify the
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next lesson’s activities and these are matched well to specific learning needs. Standards,
teaching and learning are monitored closaly so that any issues are identified quickly. Thereisa
detailed action plan, which identifies clearly appropriate priorities for further improvement and
development.

MUSIC

122.The school makes appropriate provision for the teaching of music by buying in the services of a
music specialist for one morning aweek. Standards of attainment are average at the end of
Year 2 and Year 6. Pupils have awide range of musica experiences and cover al aspects of
the music curriculum. All pupils are provided for appropriately. There is aparticular strength
in the teaching of singing, and pupils reach good standards being able to sing tunefully,
maintaining tone and pitch, and learning something of correct breathing to enable the music to
flow.

123.Although no overal judgement is made on the quality of teaching, al three lessons seen during
the inspection were satisfactory. In the choir rehearsal the good emphasis the teacher placed
on the encouragement and involvement of al pupils was rewarded by the way in which the
pupils sang in tune, with very good expression, pitch and control. In the lessons observed
pupils were not dways so well involved. In Key Stage 1 pupils show awareness of pitch and
rhythm. They can maintain a steady besat in clapping, movement and with percussion
instruments. The pupilsin Years 1 and 2 sang with enthusiasm, and played their percussion
instruments successfully, finding more than one way to make a sound.

124.Pupilsin the juniors understand musica terminology, such as tempo, melody, pitch and silence.
They understand changes in rhythm and pitch and can reproduce these elements successfully.
They follow notation well. Pupilsin Years 5 and 6 were learning about composition and the
use of repetition for effect in music. During their composition, they experimented with the
voices and styles on keyboards before choosing the particular effect they liked. They then
progressed to rehearsing the parts to be blended together as whole. Although it was clear that
the teacher had excellent subject knowledge, a very small minority of pupils did not display
good attitudes to the lesson, particularly thosein Year 6. Because the unusua but
unacceptable behaviour was not commented on, it meant that the atmosphere during the lesson
deteriorated and pupils did not apply the same diligence to their work as had been seen in other
subjects. The monitoring of music lessons has not yet been established so this has not been
picked up by the school’s monitoring arrangements.

125.1 eadership and management of the subject are satisfactory. The curriculum provides a
suitable range of songs and music from different periods and styles to make a satisfactory
contribution to pupils cultural development. Pupils listen to ingtruments from around the world
and are beginning to develop an understanding of how these are played. The extra-curricular
opportunities for music are good. The choir had the opportunity to sing at the schools
promenade concert in the summer having successfully passed the audition for this. Resources
are generaly sound and there is an appropriate range of tuned and untuned percussion
instruments for the pupilsto play. They are used appropriately in lessons to support teaching.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
126.1t is not possible to make judgement on standards of attainment at the end of Years 2 and 6 as

no lessons were observed during the inspection. However, from conversations held with
groups of pupilsfrom Years 5 and 6, it is clear that, despite many difficulties regarding the
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provision of facilities, thereis full coverage of the curriculum and pupils receive a sound range
of opportunities and experiences.

127.Pupils described a broad range of activities in which they participate. The school has recently
had apparatus fitted in the hall and a new floor laid which means that al aspects of the
gymnastics curriculum can now be taught. Pupils understand the need for regular exercise
and the effect that this has on the body and the heart rate. They know and understand the
reasons for the warm up and down at the beginning and end of lessons. Although the outdoor
playground is small, pupils spesk enthusiastically of the games lessons outside. It is clear they
learn arange of skills associated with ball games such as netball and football. Swimming is
taught to pupils throughout the school and over haf the juniors already meet the required 25
metres, with many pupils considerably exceeding this requirement. There is awell-planned
programme of learning that outlines the skills to be improved and the full range of activities to
be taught to each age group during each year. The time allocated to teaching the subject is
appropriate and means that all areas of the curriculum are covered. A good range of extra
curricular activities supports pupils development well.

128. The quality of resourcesis generally sound athough the problem of facilities is an on-going
one. The schoal is heavily dependent on the goodwill of the local community in dlowing it to
use various locations, in order to carryout activities such as football, athletics and country
dancing. Leadership and management are satisfactory. The co-ordinator has only just
assumed responsibility for the subject. She is keen and enthusiastic and plans to extend the
range of extra-curricular activities further.

RELIGIOUSEDUCATION

129.Although no lessons were observed during the ingpection, examination of pupils work and
school portfolios indicates that pupils at the end of Years 2 and 6 attain standards in religious
education that meet the expectations of the Locally Agreed Syllabus. Pupils, including those
with specia educationa needs, achieve soundly.

130.Throughout the school there is sound coverage of the curriculum, which makes a good
contribution to pupils growing awareness of themselves. Y ounger pupilsin Years 1 and 2
have explored their feelings on starting school. One pupil wrote, ‘1 was relieved because no-
one stared at me'. They recognise that they are part of the school family and go on to explore
the importance of being part of afamily. They have learned about important ceremonies and
rituals of the Chrigtian faith and learned the meaning of some of the symbols and rites
associated with it, such as Baptism. Pupils have learned about the rituals of the Jewish faith
and know that the Torah scrolls are special. They know and understand that different religions
have places of worship that are special to them and have artefacts and rituals of specia
significance. Much of the recording is pictoria but is usualy of at least sound quality.

131.In the junior class, pupils have been studying the lives and roles of key religious figures. This
term pupils have learned about the life of Jesus and traced atime line of hislifein order to
cover key events. Pupilsin Years 5 and 6 can recount in detail the parable of the sower.
They understand the significance of the seed and show a good understanding of how people
accept or rgject the word of God. They clearly understand why Jesus taught using parables
and explain what a parable is. Pupils have explored the possible fedings of the sons and the
father in the parable of the prodigal son and explain how true friends redlly behave. Most of
these pupils show good knowledge and understanding, athough work is not aways matched to
the needs of al pupils. For example, some pupils do not understand the meaning of the word
analogy when asked to ‘think of a modern analogy that God might use’. Pupilsin Years 3 and
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4 have covered the same work and completed the same work sheets, although much of their
recording isin pictorial form. In discussion with pupilsit is clear that they have explored some
of the rituals associated with different faiths. Pupils are currently learning about Divali. They
are aware that they will be learning more about 1dam during the remainder of this term and
know that its centra figure is Mohammed.

132. Teachers are confident in teaching facts about religion and have good subject knowledge.
From the pupils work, it is clear that respect and tolerance towards different faiths and
religions is embedded within the teaching. The oldest pupils learn effectively and the qudity of
presentation and illustration is good. However, the progress made by pupilsin Years 3 and 4,
whilst just sound, is not as good as it should as they are expected to do the same work as older
pupilsin the class.

133.Leadership and management are satisfactory. The co-ordinator for religious education is new
and knowledgeable. She has exciting and appropriate plans for the development of the
subject. The school has very good links with the local church and the vicar regularly attends to
join assemblies. These feed in well to the overal spiritua development of the pupils, as does
the work in religious education. However, as yet, the school has not visited places of worship
associated with different faiths. These first hand experiences would help develop the pupils
knowledge and understanding of the faiths they are studying.
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