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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

The Richardson Endowed Primary School is a voluntary-controlled school first established on this site in
1721. The small endowment amounts to a few hundred pounds per annum. It is a popular school with 149
pupils on roll, comprising 62 girls and 87 boys. The roll has increased by more than 40 pupils since the last
inspection but is below the national average. Last year’'s Year 6 group increased by nine pupils during Key
Stage 2 from 16 in Year 2 to 25 in Year 6. Only 4 per cent of the pupils are eligible for free school meals,
well below the national average. There are no pupils with English as an additional language. The proportion
of pupils with special educational needs (SEN) is 9 per cent, below the national average, but the 2 per cent
of pupils with statements of SEN is in line with the national average and a significant amount given the size
of the school. The school admits pupils from the catchment of Smalley village and because of its popularity,
from beyond this area. The school’'s assessment of pupils on entry to the reception class shows attainment
to be about average.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

The good leadership and clearly expressed values means that pupils enjoy their experiences in school and
are very well behaved. Attainment in last year's Key Stage 2 tests was average in English and
mathematics; however the Key Stage 1 attainment was well above average. There is a strong caring
atmosphere in the school very well represented by the way pupils with SEN are supported and progress.
Teaching and learning is never less than satisfactory and in Key Stage 1 often very good or excellent.
Sometimes teacher expectations are too low for pupils capable of attaining high standards in Key Stage 2.
The finances are managed well and the school provides good value for money.

What the school does well

By the age of seven pupils attain high standards in English, mathematics and science in the Key
Stage 1 tests and assessments.

The provision and support for pupils with SEN and the good progress they make.

The range, provision and quality of the extra curricular activities.

The behaviour and attitudes to school of all pupils and their interest and involvement in activities.
The very good systems in the school for encouraging good behaviour and eliminating poor behaviour.
The curriculum leadership in ICT and music that is provided on a part-time basis.

The strong relationships within school and the contribution parents and the community make to
learning.

What could be improved

Fully implement the Foundation Stage curriculum to ensure that reception children’s experience is
not limited by the strong emphasis on the basic skills of numeracy and literacy.

Raise the achievement of the pupils in Key Stage 2 capable of higher attainment, particularly in
science and reduce the dependence on worksheets.

Use the detailed information available on pupils’ attainment to ensure that the work set for those
capable of attaining higher standards is not too easy.

Ensure that marking of work is more consistent, providing pupils with information on what they have
to do to improve.

Produce and implement a consistent homework policy.
The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HAS IMPROVED SINCE ITS LAST INSPECTION

Improvement since the last inspection is good. In November 1997 Ofsted required the school to “set in
place schemes of work for all subjects, improve teachers’ termly plans, relating them to the National
Curriculum and increase the role of the subject co-ordinator.” All these actions have been addressed and
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guidance documents are in place for every subject of the National Curriculum. Subject co-ordination is good
and shared amongst the staff. In ICT and music expertise is bought in by the school for one day a week.
The two teachers provide high quality support for their subjects across the school. Standards in the
Foundation Stage have improved in the basic skills of literacy and numeracy, but there are still
improvements to be made in the implementation of the new curriculum introduced since the last inspection.
In Key Stage 1 the attainment of pupils in the National Curriculum tests, the standards in lessons and the
quality of teaching are improved since the last inspection. In Key Stage 2 standards in the latest tests have
not progressed so well, but the small numbers in Year 6 and the turnover of pupils did adversely affect
theses scores. Standards observed in English and mathematics show satisfactory improvement. Science
still requires improvement. The high quality of the work with pupils with SEN has been maintained and
improved since the last inspection. Behaviour and attitudes have improved even on the high standards seen
at the time of the last inspection.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils at the end of Year 6 based on average point scores in
National Curriculum tests.

compared with
Performance in: all schools similar Key
schools
2000 2001 2002 2002

English C D C E well above average A
above average B

Mathematics A D C E average C
below average D

Science B D D E* well below average E
very low E*

Pupils at the end of the Foundation Stage achieve in line with the national expectations and many do better
than this in basic skills, particularly reading and counting. Year 6 results in the 2002 national tests were in
line with the national average in English and mathematics, but below in science. Compared to those in
similar schools, those in which fewer than 8 per cent of children are entitled to free school meals, standards
in English and mathematics are well below average, and those in science are very low. Pupils in Year 6
appeared to do worse in Key Stage 2 tests than they did in Key Stage 1, however there was a significant
change in the year group through Key Stage 2 and when individual pupils’ progress is plotted it shows them
attaining standards in line with expectations for English and mathematics. Most pupils attained the
expected level in science, but only a small number attained the higher levels. This is confirmed by the work
observed and is an aspect that requires attention. Targets for the current Year 6 are: attainment at Level 4
or better, in English 80 per cent, in mathematics 82 per cent: attainment of Level 5 or better, 35 per cent in
both English and mathematics. Standards observed in the current Year 6 show that these targets should be
achieved. Attainment in the 2002 Key Stage 1 tests was well above average in reading, writing and
mathematics. Compared to similar schools attainment was well above average in reading and above
average in writing and mathematics. The teacher assessments in science were also well above average.
Standards in Key Stage 1 during the inspection were good in mathematics and average in English and
science. Progress and attainment at the end of both key stages are good in music and art, good in Key
Stage 1 in ICT, geography and history and satisfactory in all other subjects in both key stages. Pupils with
SEN make good progress through all key stages and achieve at least in line with the expectations set out in
their individual education plans (IEPs). Many exceed these. There is no significant difference between the
attainment of boys and girls.
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PUPILS’ ATTITUDES AND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Very good. Pupils like the school and respond positively to the work and

activities planned for them.

Behaviour, in and out of
classrooms

Good. No poor behaviour was observed. The school rewards good attitudes
and behaviour positively through the personal development programme in
lessons and, through the ‘Golden Book’ system in assemblies.

Personal development and
relationships

Good. Pupils work well together and support others, particularly those with
SEN, very well.

Attendance Very good. Pupils are keen to attend school and parents support this
attitude. There are systems in place to follow up on poor attendance, but

they are rarely required.

These aspects of the school are real strengths and have improved on the high standards seen during the
last inspection.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils in: Reception Years 1 -2 Years 3-6

Quality of teaching Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory;
poor; very poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

Satisfactory Satisfactory

Teaching is never less than satisfactory and a significant proportion of good and very good lessons were
observed. Some excellent teaching occurred in Key Stage 1. Teaching of humeracy is all good or better
and literacy teaching is almost all good or better. This has led to improving standards and progress
amongst pupils and high attainment in Key Stage 1, with improvements anticipated this year in Year 6.
Improvements are required in the way the Foundation Stage curriculum is planned and taught to ensure that
all aspects of the areas of learning are covered. In Key Stage 2, pupils capable of attaining higher levels are
set work that is too easy, particularly in science. The teaching of pupils with SEN is good and teachers
plan and organise appropriate work for them. The contribution of learning support assistants to pupils’
learning is good and they work well in partnership with teachers to improve standards.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

The quality and range of
the curriculum

Satisfactory. The National Curriculum is in place and taught. The school
provides good personal, social and health education. Literacy and
numeracy are strengths of the school. Music and art are also well provided
for. Extra-curricular activities available to all pupils are very good. External
finance sources are used well to fund some of these activities.

Provision for pupils with
SEN

The provision for pupils with SEN is good. |IEPs are in place and they are
reviewed with parents and, if possible, pupils, on a regular basis.

Provision for pupils’
personal development,
including spiritual, moral,
social and cultural,
development

Pupils develop very good social and moral skills. Cultural development is
good and pupils are acquiring an understanding of the different aspects of
life in Britain and the wider world. Spiritual development is good in religious
education and assemblies. There are not enough opportunities provided for
reflection in lessons.

How well the school cares

Good. Care for pupils with SEN and procedures for eliminating oppressive
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for its pupils behaviour are strengths of the school. Pupils’ progress and attainment are
monitored and recorded providing a good level of information for teachers.

The school works well in partnership with parents. They support the school very well and their association
raises much needed funds to purchase resources across the curriculum.
HOW WELL THE SCHOOL IS LED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and Good. The head provides a clear vision for the school. All staff share in the
management by the leadership of the subjects, an improvement since the last inspection.
headteacher and other key

staff

How well the governors The governors meet statutory requirements well. They support the

fulfil their responsibilities headteacher and staff, and monitor progress and attainment in school through

the school improvement plan (SIP).

The school’s evaluation of | Good. The head makes a detailed analysis of attainment and he with other

its performance staff monitors the work of teachers regularly. This information informs the
SIP. Each member of staff has a responsibility for co-ordinating a number of
subjects.

The strategic use of The budget is well managed and the school uses alternative sources of

resources funding to augment resources. Good links between improvement planning

and spending. The governors understand best value principles.

PARENTS’ AND CARERS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parents would like to see improved

Their children like school. - Many parents would like to see improvements in

Their children make good progress. the way homework is set and managed.

Some parents feel that they are not informed

They feel that the school deals well with their e
enough about their children’s progress.

problems or questions.
Some parents feel the school could work more

They believe that teaching is good and that )
closely with parents.

teachers have high expectations of pupils.

The range of activities available outside of
lessons.

They feel that the school is well led and
managed and promotes good standards of
behaviour.

The inspection agrees with the parents’ positive views, although teacher expectations could be higher in Key
Stage 2 science. There is no homework policy but the school has this as a priority. The school does work
well with parents and keeps them informed about pupils’ progress through three meetings a year,
opportunities for individual parents to meet teachers at any time and regular newsletters.
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PART B: COMMENTARY
HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?
The school’s results and pupils’ achievements

1. There is a range of attainment on admission to the reception class, but attainment, assessed by
tests during the first six weeks in school, meets expectations for this age group. During their time in
reception, children make satisfactory progress and enter Year 1 with levels of attainment in line with
those expected for this age group across these areas of learning. Many already achieve the Early
Learning Goals in the areas of physical development and creative development. Many children
already achieve the Early Learning Goals recommended by the end of reception in the reading and
writing competencies in the area of communication, language and literacy. Most will also reach or
exceed the recommended level of skills relating to counting in the area of mathematics.

2. In the national tests for seven-year-olds in 2002 pupils’ attainment was well above the national
average for reading, writing and mathematics. The percentage of pupils attaining the higher level,
Level 3, in these subjects is very good, being well above the national average throughout. When the
results are compared with those in similar schools, those with fewer than eight per cent of the pupils
eligible for free school meals, scores are well above average in reading and above average in writing
and mathematics. At the higher levels reading and writing are well above the average for similar
schools and mathematics is above average. These results show good improvement since the last
inspection, when attainment in national tests was in line with the national average in reading, writing
and mathematics.

3. The teacher assessments for science at Key Stage 1 show attainment to be very high when
compared to both the national average and the average for similar schools. The higher level
attainment (pupils attaining Level 3) is well above the national average and above the average for
similar schools. This attainment also represents a significant improvement since the last inspection.

4, In the national tests for eleven-year-olds in 2002 pupils’ attainment in English and mathematics was
in line with the national average. In science attainment was below the national average. When
compared with that in similar schools attainment was well below average in English and mathematics
and very low in science. The higher-level attainment was in line with the national average in English
and mathematics but well below in science. When compared to that in similar schools it is below
average in English and mathematics and well below in science. This is slightly below the attainment
at the time of the previous inspection, when English, mathematics and science were judged to be in
line with national averages for those subjects. However, there were only eight pupils sitting the tests
in 1997 compared to 22 in 2002. Of those latter pupils, nine were admitted to the school in Year 4 or
Year 5 and three had special needs, which meant they were not entered for the tests.

5. The careful monitoring of individual pupils’ attainment by the school shows that in English and
mathematics they made satisfactory and good progress throughout their time in the school and
reached the National Curriculum levels expected of them in Year 6. However, attainment at the higher
levels is less in science than in other subjects. The observations of work completed in lessons and in
pupils’ books shows that often the pupils capable of attaining higher levels in science are given work
that is too easy and does not extend or challenge their learning and this is reflected in the lower
national test scores. The standards achieved in science in the lessons are in line with those
expected nationally, but are below those of pupils capable of attaining higher levels.

6. Inspection observations show standards in English to be average for seven- and eleven-year-olds. The
literacy strategy is in place and teachers are following the programme appropriately. The effects of
the strategy on pupils are satisfactory overall. However, standards in writing, particularly of longer
passages of fiction or information are not high enough as there are few opportunities provided for
pupils to develop these skills. In mathematics standards are above average for pupils aged seven and
for the eleven-year-olds. The numeracy strategy is implemented fully and positively influencing the
learning of pupils across the school.
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10.

Standards in information and communication technology (ICT) are good in both key stages.
Standards were good in most lessons observed and in the work produced across the school.
Standards have improved since the last inspection. Teachers have recently received training from the
government-funded scheme and this is having a positive effect on standards. There is no space for a
computer suite in this small school, but pupils have good access to networked computers in the
classrooms and use them in most subjects, as well as ICT lessons.

In art the standards are very good in Key Stage 1 and good in Key Stage 2. There is a good
representation of pupils’ work around the school which shows their progress and attainment to good
effect. Standards in music are good in both key stages. Both these subjects have improved since
the previous inspection. Standards in physical education (PE) and design and technology (DT) are
satisfactory across the whole school. In history and geography the standards are good in Key Stage
1 and satisfactory in Key Stage 2. All have been maintained since the last inspection. Standards in
religious education (RE) are in line with the local authority’s agreed syllabus.

Pupils with SEN make satisfactory progress in reception. They are included in all activities and are
well supported when working. Their development, although below that of others, keeps pace
appropriately. From Year 1 to Year 6, pupils on the school's SEN register make good progress, an
improvement since the last inspection. Individual education plans outline their targets for
improvement very clearly and these are taken into account during lessons. The focused help, often
from support staff, ensures careful attention to their learning needs. This is particularly noticeable in
literacy and numeracy lessons. Pupils with special needs work together in small groups, developing
their writing and managing numbers with encouragement and praise, so that they learn well.

There are no significant differences in attainment between boys and girls.

Pupils’ attitudes, values and personal development

11.

12.

13.

14.

Pupils have very good attitudes to school and their work and this has been maintained since the last
inspection. They are keen to attend school and play a full part in its life, including extra-curricular
activities. Nearly all of the parents and carers who returned the questionnaire agreed that their
children like school. Pupils respond well to their teachers and show enthusiasm for learning.

During lessons, pupils are well motivated, work hard and respond very positively to encouragement.
Teachers use various strategies to gain and maintain pupils’ interest throughout lessons. This was
seen to good effect in a Year 1 lesson where the teacher used song and humour readily to stimulate
interest and to re-engage pupils as their concentration began to lapse. Older pupils are highly
attentive, enthusiastic and willing participants. They quickly organise themselves in class and have
mature skills of negotiation and collaboration. From the reception class upwards, pupils follow
instructions carefully, set to work quickly and complete their tasks within the prescribed deadlines.

The standard of behaviour of the pupils, in class and around the school, is good at all times. The
school has a clear policy for achieving good standards of behaviour through effective promotion of
pupils’ social and moral development. Pupils are clear about what is expected of them and respond
well to class and school rules endorsed by the teachers’ high expectations. The good behaviour of
pupils observed positively assists their learning and contributes to the standards achieved. Meals are
taken in the main hall, pupils being conscious of the good manners expected of them by lunchtime
supervisors and catering staff. There is a good degree of self-discipline amongst the pupils and little
prompting is needed by adults.

Relationships within the school are very good and are one of the strengths of the school. Pupils
respect their teachers and learn from them to be kind, polite and courteous to each other. They grow
in confidence from the knowledge that their work will be valued in school. Pupils benefit from the
teamwork of the teachers and support staff, which characterises the school. They learn from them to
be helpful to others and to respect others’ viewpoints. In a Year 2 dance lesson pupils worked in
pairs giving guidance and advice to each other in an effort to refine and perfect the sequence of
movements. Respect and consideration were shown to visitors during the inspection and pupils were
always willing to hold doors open and let adults go first.
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15.

16.

The personal development of pupils is good. They quickly learn to distinguish right from wrong and to
understand the importance of rules in a social environment. Pupils are keen to assume responsibility
and carry out tasks of an appropriately challenging nature for their age. Children in the early years
take pride in their role as ‘helper of the day’, whilst Year 6 pupils operate the overhead projector and
control the music centre in assemblies. Pupils are rewarded for their achievements and good
behaviour with certificates and awards during the Golden Time assembly. Evidence suggests that
there are no sexist attitudes in the school and boys and girls participate equally in all activities.

Attendance is consistently above 95 per cent and above the national average. The current year's
attendance figures are likely to be lower as a large number of pupils have been absent from school
during a recent chicken pox epidemic in the area. Unauthorised absence is minimal and there have
been no exclusions. The school has an explicit attendance policy, and occasional references in the
newsletter remind parents of the school’s strategy to gain further improvements in overall attendance.
Registers are retained in the classroom during the day and attendance details are computerised on a
weekly basis. The frequency of collating the data is insufficient to enable the school to closely
monitor individual and group trends of absence.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILS TAUGHT?

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

The quality of teaching throughout the school is never less than satisfactory. In more than half the
lessons teaching was good, with some very good and excellent. The largest proportion of high-
quality teaching was in Key Stage 1, where it is good overall, with a third very good or excellent. The
overall judgement of teaching is the same as in the previous inspection, but the percentage of high-
quality teaching has improved in both Key Stages 1 and 2.

Teaching in the Foundation Stage is satisfactory overall, with good or very good teaching seen in
three out of seven lessons. At the time of the last inspection the teaching of the youngest children
was judged to provide ‘a very good start’. Pupils still receive this start, particularly in basic skills such
as reading and counting. However, there is currently a lack of attention in planning to the
requirements of the Foundation Stage curriculum implemented in September 2000, to provide a broad
base for learning.

The outline plans for teaching reflect the six areas of learning appropriately, but activities planned on a
daily basis are heavily biased towards the teaching of basic skills in reading, writing and counting,
using books from the reading scheme and a range of worksheets. Opportunities to generate
excitement, enrich learning and increase the depth of involvement by using an extensive range of
materials are missed. The use of support staff is good, but the use of time is sometimes
insufficiently focused on the needs of these young children, with whole-class teaching sessions too
long, so that children’s concentration wanes.

Good teaching is evident when planning enables adults to work with small groups of children and very
good teaching is seen when a specialist teacher is used. This good teaching, mainly in creative
activities and the teaching of lower-attaining children or those with SEN, is characterised by a good
level of individual discussion. This is beneficial to the children; their understanding is nurtured and
learning is good. The good provision for children with SEN enables them to make the same progress
as others.

In Years 1 and 2 the teaching is good, with a significant number of very good and excellent lessons.
In all the literacy and numeracy lessons in these year groups teaching was good or better. In a good
Year 2 literacy lesson the pupils were very engaged in a story from China about “Lao Lao”. The
teacher had introduced and read the story skilfully, involving pupils all the way through. There were
high expectations of pupils’ learning and the teacher carefully asked questions that probed their
knowledge and understanding and set tasks that matched their different abilities. At the end of the
lesson pupils had extended their learning. The above-average group of pupils were writing full
sentences as answers to comprehension questions, with the grammar and spelling mostly accurate.
Pupils with SEN made good progress and were developing their knowledge of ‘ull’ and ush’ sounds
with good help from the learning support assistants. Above all, pupils had enjoyed the lesson,
progressed well and wanted to read the story again.
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22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

In Key Stage 2 teaching is satisfactory, with nearly half the lessons very good or better. One in ten
lessons was very good. The literacy and numeracy strategies are implemented well and according to
the requirements of the nationally-introduced programme. In one very good numeracy lesson with
Year 5 pupils they were being challenged to respond to mental mathematics problems. The
guestioning by the teacher recognised the different levels of understanding of pupils and each group
was given questions that they were able to answer. As the lesson progressed the pupils’ learning
was extended, no time was wasted and pupils stayed involved in all aspects of the lesson,
maintaining high standards of attention and behaviour that matched the teaching.

There was no unsatisfactory teaching observed. Teachers planned carefully using the guidance
provided for each subject based on government recommendations. In most lessons the work set
appropriately matched the levels of attainment of pupils and teachers ensured that work was different
for the various learning needs in each class. In the best lessons the pupils were learning and
consolidating new information and being given opportunities to use this well, exploring their own ideas
independently if appropriate or with good support from the teacher or classroom assistants; for
example, in music, where pupils produced their own compositions based on the skills and techniques
acquired, or art, where they used methods based on those used by great artists to create their own
paintings.

In some satisfactory lessons teachers did not use effectively enough the very good information
available about what individual pupils know, understand and can do. They tended to use published
worksheets set for all the pupils rather than planning work that was aimed at the different abilities in
the group. Although pupils with SEN were often catered for, it was those pupils capable of achieving
at higher levels that did not have work aimed specifically at their needs or targets for achievement
related to their capabilities. In one Key Stage 2 numeracy lesson the ‘top’ group had undertaken
tasks that all the class had also done. These were too easy, as was revealed at the end when they
surprised the teacher with a detailed knowledge and understanding of patterns in tables. One
member of the group could describe a complex numerical pattern linked to the 3X table.

Pupils always show good attitudes to their work and the behaviour in classes was good throughout
the school and at times very good or excellent. In classes where the more able pupils were not
sufficiently challenged there was a tendency for them not to concentrate quite so well. Despite these
very few examples the pupils always showed a sense of enjoyment and pleasure at being at school.
Teachers were able to share this with their pupils and learning was enhanced by this positive
atmosphere in lessons. The pupils in a music lesson derived great pleasure at the way the teacher
surprised the observing inspector and involved him in the singing of the register!

The teaching for children with SEN in reception ensures that their rate of learning is satisfactory and
the same as that of others. The very good relationships between the children and the learning
support assistant and the careful planning to meet their needs are major factors in ensuring that their
learning progresses well.

From Year 1 to Year 6 pupils with SEN make good progress. Their specific needs are addressed well
in the majority of lessons and the rate of learning is good. Teachers take careful account of the
targets on the individual education plans when planning tasks for pupils. Supporting adults are well
deployed and understand pupils’ needs so that, although behind the attainment of other pupils, their
learning keeps pace well. The ethos of patience and encouragement evident in lessons supports this
good learning. This was particularly noticeable when pupils in a Year 2 class were unravelling the
differences between the City of London at the time of the Great Fire and today. The teacher provided
clear explanations for pupils with SEN, reworded information and gave them opportunities to articulate
sentences before they began writing, thus ensuring a thorough understanding.

The use of homework is a weakness across the school. There is no policy or guidance for teachers
and parents and consequently homework is used inconsistently. The school is in the process of
producing a policy following consultations with parents. There is in place a system of homework
booklets, so parents should be informed about the timetable of work and pupils’ targets. At the
moment there are only a few examples of teachers using homework to meet individual learning needs,
integrate with class work or develop independent learning. However, one good example of homework
is reading. Pupils regularly take books home and there is a good partnership with parents, who
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29.

maintain a dialogue with teachers through the reading-record book. This has had an effect on
attainment in reading and provides the school with a good model of how homework can be used
successfully to raise standards.

Classroom assistants make a good contribution to pupils’ learning. Teachers make good use of their
presence and plan tasks linked to the individual needs of pupils. It was noticeable how pupils with
SEN made more progress in lessons when assistants were working closely with them on specifically
targeted work.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED TO
PUPILS?

30.

3L

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

The quality and range of opportunities for learning provided by the school are good in Key Stage 1 and
satisfactory in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 2. All of the aspects of the curriculum required
by law, including the teaching of religious education and provision of a daily act of collective worship,
are met well.

In ICT the school makes good provision despite the limitations of a small school on a split site.
Pupils have access to the Internet and emailing and cover the full ICT curriculum. There is a good
range of activities to challenge all pupils in Key Stage 1, but this is only satisfactory in Key Stage 2.
In science, for example, the National Curriculum is taught appropriately in Key Stage 2, but an over-
dependence on published worksheets means the school’s curriculum provision fails to challenge and
extend the learning of pupils capable of working at the higher levels.

The policies governing what the school provides have been put in place by the co-ordinators since the
last inspection. They give clear guidance to staff on subject aims and objectives, planning teaching
and assessment procedures. They have all been approved by the governing body.

Provision for the children in the Foundation Stage is satisfactory. Since September 2000, reception
children follow the nationally recommended Foundation Stage curriculum, which covers six areas of
learning. These are personal, social and emotional development; communication, language and
literacy; mathematical development; knowledge and understanding of the world; physical
development; and creative development.

The school suitably addresses the six areas in long-term plans, but the balance of the curriculum
provided across these areas is unsatisfactory. There is a heavy emphasis in the curriculum on
teaching the basic skills of reading and writing in the area of communication, language and literacy.
In the area of mathematics there is a heavy emphasis on counting. The requirements of the
curriculum in personal, social and emotional development are not sufficiently identified; there is
insufficient detail in planning to address the wide range of requirements, so that pupils’ individual
needs are sometimes overlooked. The curriculum planned in the wide area of knowledge and
understanding of the world is not sufficiently detailed to promote the enthusiasm and excitement for
learning usually found in these young children. In planning tasks, there is insufficient attention to the
important links that can be developed between this area of learning and others.

The nationally required programmes of literacy and numeracy are in place and provide the basis for
the planning and teaching in these areas. In Key Stages 1 and 2 the arrangements to ensure the
appropriate development of literacy and numeracy in subjects other than English and mathematics
are satisfactory. Arrangements for the use of ICT to enhance pupils’ learning in other subjects of the
curriculum are good. This is an improvement since the last inspection.

There is equality of opportunity for all pupils in all aspects of provision. There are effective policies to
ensure that all groups of pupils are included appropriately. The school has good provision for ensuring
that sex education is taught to the older pupils through a planned programme approved by governors.
Other family issues are covered with younger pupils through the work they do in personal, social and
health education.

The curricular provision for pupils with SEN is good. They have full access to the curriculum. Their
needs are recognised early and their IEPs set manageable academic targets. These are reviewed,
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38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45,

46.

updated and revised regularly, and agreed with pupils as well as parents. The learning support
assistants working with pupils with SEN are fully briefed and contribute well to their curriculum
experiences.

Provision for extra-curricular activities that enhance the quality of education is very good. Provision
includes clubs and sessions for football, athletics, playing instruments, the choir and French lessons.
The school provides a good range of activities, with the potential to extend them as time and staff
expertise allow. The school has been very good at applying for funding to support these activities,
particularly for coaching schemes in athletics and football. The clubs are fully inclusive and make
provision for all pupils regardless of ability or background.

Pupils in each year group also have access to a good range of educational visits. The oldest pupils
visit centres for outdoor and adventurous activities, which contribute positively to their social and
physical development. All year groups visit museums, art galleries, local areas of geographical
interest and education centres, providing them with experiences that contribute to the standards they
attain in a range of subjects.

The provision made for personal, social and health education (PSHE) is good. There is a structured
programme that is taught each week to pupils throughout the school that does much to meet their
needs and help them to address some of the challenges they face. This programme includes drugs
awareness education for Year 6 pupils, involving their parents at key points during the course.

The quality of links with the community and with other schools and partner institutions is very good.
There are visits for pupils to the schools to which they transfer in the term before they leave
Richardson Endowed. Teachers from these schools also liaise closely about what is taught. The
main secondary school is a specialist science school and provides some technical support for this
subject and ICT. The school has good connections with the local playgroup and opportunities are
provided for visits by helpers and children from there on a regular basis. A member of the reception
class team also works at the playgroup and this provides another effective link between the two
establishments.

Local companies have contributed funding and expertise to various aspects of the school, most
notably with the development and improvement of ICT resources and a local history project. Visitors
to the school, such as the fire and police services representatives, book illustrators, a puppet theatre
and various events for ‘Red Nose Day’ have also contributed to pupils’ achievements and wider social
and cultural development.

The provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural education is good overall. This means the
standards achieved in the last inspection have been maintained.

The provision made for pupils’ moral education is very good. Pupils know and observe the differences
between right and wrong. Their understanding of these qualities is enhanced greatly when
discussions during personal development time allow them to focus on behaviour and its impact.
There were no incidences of poor behaviour during the inspection and pupils showed a highly
developed understanding of their responsibilities towards each other and adults. Although having to
move to another building for PE or assemblies, on most days the Key Stage 2 pupils maintained
good spirits and were always careful and considerate.

The provision made for social education is very good. Throughout the school pupils work well together,

caring for and supporting each other. The older pupils show a great sense of caring for their school

and younger or less able colleagues. The learning support assistant working with a pupil with a
statement of SEN is regularly helped at lunchtimes by pupils from Year 6. The older pupils also run

and manage the school tuck shop effectively.

The opportunities and provision for spiritual education are satisfactory. The acts of worship, which
follow recommended guidance and the regular visits from the local ministers, contribute well to the
spiritual aspect of school. Some lessons also do this, but there are too few opportunities provided in
art and other creative activities for pupils to experience awe and wonder and reflect on their feelings
and emotions.
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47.

Provision for pupils’ cultural education is good. Their understanding of their own and other cultures is
developed well, as is their understanding of the values and beliefs of other faiths, taught through RE.
This is an area that the school has prioritised for further development in other curriculum subjects as
well as RE.

HOW WELL DOES THE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITS PUPILS?

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

The support, guidance and provision the school makes for pupils’ welfare are good. It continues to
provide the caring, supportive community which was commented upon favourably in the previous
inspection report.

Teachers know their pupils well, recognise their needs and respond appropriately to their personal,
social and academic requirements. The trusting relationship that many pupils enjoy with their
teachers gives them confidence to share concerns and help them cope with the problems that arise in
everyday life. The level of concern is strong and lies at the heart of the school.

The school's procedures for monitoring and promoting good behaviour and eliminating oppressive
incidents are effective and are supported by parents and governors. The behaviour policy contains an
appropriate range of rewards and sanctions to encourage good behaviour. Positive behaviour is
consistently rewarded through praise in ‘golden time’ assemblies and the headteacher ensures that
he is present in all areas of the school, taking the lead in discussing acceptable and unacceptable
conduct with pupils. At lunchtime pupils are well supervised. Parents express satisfaction with the
way that even trivial incidents of harassment or misbehaviour have been investigated and resolved.

The school’'s procedures for monitoring and supporting the pupils’ personal development are effective.
Pupils are encouraged to accept responsibilities appropriate to their age group and are often seen
performing confidently and independently in front of whole-school assemblies. Teachers’ expectations
are high and they demonstrate the standards expected by treating pupils with respect and
encouraging them to feel responsible for their own actions and to respect the opinions of others.
Class teachers monitor pupils’ personal development mainly through observation and readily identify
and evaluate strengths and weaknesses, including qualities such as perseverance, application and
self-confidence.

Suitable arrangements are in place to deal with child-protection issues and the school complies with
the local-authority procedures and guidelines. The headteacher has overall responsibility and has
ensured that the teachers and support staff are fully aware of their responsibiliies and have
undertaken appropriate initial training. The school policy does not yet define procedures clearly or
provide sufficient information about areas such as support services and contact points.

The governing body has taken a responsible attitude to health and safety and the quality of
associated documentation is of a satisfactory standard. A health and safety committee meets
regularly to discuss relevant issues. The health and safety representative carries out periodic checks
of the building and grounds, records any hazards and ensures that appropriate action is taken. The
checks are formally scheduled and include a correction plan.

The headteacher and governing body are aware of an outstanding security issue relating to both
school buildings and is one in which the senior management team have expressed great concern.
Although details have been passed to the local authority, no permanent solution has been proposed
to resolve the matter, which now requires urgent attention.

Teachers’ records in the Foundation Stage comprise an effective assessment of what children have
learned each term. However, the recording of pupils’ acquisition and development of key skills is too
infrequent to ensure that teaching is based on what they already know and need to be taught across
the six areas of learning. This hampers progress, as work is not precisely directed to each child’s
needs.

The school has good arrangements for assessing pupils’ attainment and progress in Key Stages 1

and 2. This represents a significant improvement since the last inspection. The yearly English and
mathematics test results are recorded and stored for every pupil, including the national test scores at
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57.

58.

59.

the end of Years 2 and 6. This information is passed on to teachers on a regular basis. The
headteacher has been the co-ordinator for this work and has established good systems that are clear
and easy for teachers to use. There is a new co-ordinator, who has received training and is working
with the headteacher on the assessment process.

In all subjects teachers judge pupils’ achievement against the nationally expected levels for each age
group and formally record the assessments. The relevant subject co-ordinator uses the information
as part of the annual audit of the subject used to inform the SIP and plan priorities for improvement.
In ICT pupils are involved in recording their progress and attainment. They have statements about
what they know, understand and can do inside their books and can discuss what they need to do to
improve their work.

The way teachers are using this information about pupils’ attainment and progress to group pupils
according to their levels of attainment and set work that best meets their learning needs is generally
good. The previous assessment of pupils forms the basis for challenging tasks and learning targets.
This procedure is less effective in Key Stage 2 for pupils who are capable of attaining higher levels.
Teachers make less effective use of the information and often plan work that does not match these
pupils’ learning needs. It is often too easy.

Since the last inspection the procedures for monitoring the progress of pupils with statements of SEN
have been maintained and improved to a very good level. This is one of the strengths of the school.
Individual education plans are very clear and identify very specific targets for learning. Teachers and
learning support assistants are fully conversant with each pupil’'s needs and targets, planning tasks
and organising teaching groups very carefully so that these children learn as well as others. This was
noticeable when a Year 2 pupil had individual support in mathematics; the high-quality input ensured
that, although the pupil had limited speech, the ideas of ‘behind’ and ‘in front of’ were taught and
learned with warmth, humour and empathy. The high level of expertise of the special-needs co-
ordinator is very well used when targets are reviewed each term as well as during the statutory annual
review. Support agencies are used very well in determining what further help is needed and is
available for pupils with SEN and the special needs co-ordinator is very effective in ensuring that
provision meets the stated requirements.

HOW WELL DOES THE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

Partnership with parents is generally very good and shows areas of significant improvement since the
last inspection. The school takes a deep interest in the home life of the pupils and plays an important
part in the life of the community. Parents, in turn, support their children’s learning very well at home
and reinforce the values that are taught. This mutually supportive partnership brings many benefits to
pupils’ personal and academic development.

Parents answering the questionnaire and others interviewed during the inspection indicated
overwhelmingly that their children like attending school and make good progress. The school has an
‘open door’ policy and teachers make themselves available before and after school to see parents and
willingly discuss any personal or academic issues which may be of concern to them.

The quality of information provided for parents is good and parents appreciate being kept well
informed. The governors’ report to parents for the last academic year and the school prospectus,
provide comprehensive information and the contents meet the statutory requirements. Newsletters are
sent out regularly and include information about forthcoming events, aims and objectives, and
invitations to parents to join pupils at assembly.

The Parent/Teacher/Friends Association (PTFA) is a well established and successful group run by a
small core of dedicated parents who receive exceptionally good support from the community. The
PTFA has raised a substantial amount of cash during each of the last three years through organised
events, including a summer fete, Christmas fair, BBQ and sponsored swim. The outcome of their
efforts can be seen throughout the school in the curriculum and the improved environment.

The parents value the annual written progress reports. These give a sound overview of what has been
achieved and include comments on areas for improvement, but few identify specific targets. Some
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parents commented that they have too short a time at meetings with the teachers to really find out
how their children are doing. Although most parents considered that ample time is given to discuss
academic progress, 24 per cent of parents returning the questionnaire disagree that they are kept well
informed about progress.

Parents of pupils who have SEN are well informed from the time the school has a concern about their
children’s progress. Parents of pupils with SEN are regularly involved in identifying their needs and
reviewing their progress. The school has good links with parents, who are welcome to discuss their
children informally whenever they have a concern. The individual education plans for all pupils with
SEN are reviewed each term. The vast majority of the parents of pupils with SEN attend these regular
meetings and are fully involved in discussing and revising targets for their children.

HOW WELL IS THE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

The leadership provided by the headteacher is good. He has developed a clear vision for the school
and this appears in all the major documentation and around the school. Parents at the parents’
meeting confirmed that the school has clear values expressed by the headteacher and other
colleagues and these are represented through the work of the school and the behaviour and attitudes
of pupils and adults who work there. This is an improvement since the last inspection.

The headteacher has high expectations of himself, the staff and pupils and leads through personal
example. He teaches the Year 5 numeracy group daily, thus ensuring that all year groups in Key
Stage 2 are taught this subject separately despite having mixed year-group classes throughout. This
is contributing to the improving standards in numeracy at the end of Key Stage 2. He values all the
staff and ensures that appropriate training and support are provided to develop their skKills.
Government training in ICT has very recently been undertaken by all the teachers. The school has
appointed a newly qualified teacher, who is receiving good support from within the school and is
making good progress, contributing to the successful teaching in Key Stage 1.

The governors have not appointed a deputy headteacher in this small school but have nominated the
Year 6 teacher as the senior teacher who provides appropriate cover for the headteacher if required.

The six full-time teachers share most of the subject co-ordination responsibilities between them. This
is an improvement since the last inspection, as is the provision of a full set of curriculum and
management policies that provide a firm basis for teachers’ planning and the monitoring and
evaluation of the work of the school. The quality of subject leadership is another improving feature of
the school since the last inspection and all co-ordinators play a key role in establishing a basis for
the teaching and learning and future monitoring and evaluation in their subjects. Subject co-
ordinators have clear job descriptions and are required to: contribute to the school improvement plan;
identify subject priorities; monitor resources for the subject; and prepare an annual audit of their
subject for the governors. The headteacher and subject co-ordinators monitor the quality of education
across the school in line with the development plan priorities, a further improvement since the last
inspection.

For music the headteacher has appointed a teacher for one day a week to cover all music lessons in
the six classes. She also acts as music co-ordinator and helps with assemblies and after-school
activities. The school was successful in its application for funding for an ICT co-ordinator and this
teacher works with colleagues and co-ordinates the subject for one day a week. Both these
appointments have had a significant impact on the standards in their subjects and each teacher
manages the subject with skill and flair, influencing colleagues’ knowledge and understanding and
providing high-quality learning opportunities.

The school is committed to the inclusion of all pupils from different backgrounds and of differing
abilities in the academic and social life of the school. This commitment, together with the work of the
SENCO and the support of the learning-support assistants, ensures that processes are firmly in place
to enable pupils with SEN to be assessed and supported appropriately.

The headteacher has prepared a school improvement plan that establishes priorities, sets out the
action required to implement them and identifies success criteria for the senior staff, subject co-
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73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

ordinators and governors to monitor its implementation. There are clear costs of the improvements
set out as an appendix to the plan. Two of the main current priorities are to ensure that the new
reception classroom and outdoor play area are appropriately resourced and that the school improves
the standards of writing of longer pieces of fiction and information writing. The headteacher has also
established very good processes for assessment, monitoring and evaluation so that improvements
can be recorded and new targets set.

The governing body provides strong support for the school. Governors undertake their statutory
responsibilities well and have produced the required policies. The chair of governors visits the
headteacher and school regularly and works in partnership with the head and the governing body in
the school improvement process. There is a performance-management programme well managed
through the school that meets the government’s requirements.

The governing body has established the statutory committees but is not clear about whether the other
groups of governors that meet are committees or not. The finance committee has delegated powers
and responsibilities, but the curriculum and premises groups do not. Governors are involved with
some monitoring of aspects of the school improvement plan and the statistics on pupils’ attainment.
The headteacher provides good information for the governors on these matters.

The financial administration and budgetary controls are good. The governing body’s finance
committee works in partnership with the headteacher to ensure that funding is appropriately directed
to priority areas. The governors have taken on the concept of ‘best value’ but have not yet produced a
policy to guide future spending decisions. Good use has been made of specific government grants to
raise standards. All the teachers have received training funded by the government to improve
teaching and learning in ICT.

The school's administrative assistant provides good service and support. She is efficient and ensures
a friendly and helpful welcome to the school. The day-to-day financial administration is good and the
monitoring of spending means that the headteacher is able to keep governors informed about the
progress of the budget. The school is clean and the site efficiently managed by the site manager and
cleaning staff.

The accommodation is satisfactory, although managing the school in two buildings does create
problems, particularly during poor weather when Key Stage 2 classes have to go to the other building
for PE and assemblies. However, this situation is well managed by the school. The resources in the
school are satisfactory, well looked after and used well by staff to support pupils’ learning.

The new classroom accommodation for the reception children is good, providing a bright spacious
area for the Foundation curriculum to be taught with attractive and stimulating areas and displays.
There is good access to the recently constructed secure outdoor play area for children in the
Foundation Stage. This is beginning to make a positive contribution to their learning. During the
inspection some children were able to test their windsocks in safety and the limited range of large
play equipment supports physical development appropriately.

Taking into account the overall standards of pupils, the quality of teaching and the curriculum
organisation, including the very good provision for pupils with SEN, the school gives good value for
money.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

80.

In order to improve the quality of education offered to the pupils the headteacher, governors
and staff should:

i implement the full range of the Foundation Stage curriculum by:

ensuring that the requirement for personal, social and emotional development is
planned and taught;

improving teachers’ planning to so that pupils’ individual needs are met;
providing more detailed learning in the area of ‘Knowledge and Understanding of
the World’ so as to promote enthusiasm and excitement for learning; and
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planning tasks to establish the important links between all areas of learning.

(Paragraphs; 18, 34, 55, 84, 86, 89, 95)

ii. raise the achievement of the pupils capable of higher attainment in Key Stage 2,
particularly in science, by:

reducing the dependence on worksheets and producing different and more challenging
tasks that develop pupils’ skills in investigative and experimental work;

using the detailed information available on pupils’ attainment to ensure that the work set
for those capable of attaining higher standards meets their learning needs; and

ensuring that marking of work is more consistent, providing pupils with information on

what they have to do to improve.
(Paragraphs; 5, 58, 95, 130, 132, 136, 140)
OTHER ISSUES WHICH SHOULD BE CONSIDERED BY THE SCHOOL

Produce and implement a consistent homework policy.

(Paragraph 28)
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed 42
Number of discussions with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 13
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection
Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactor Poor Very poor
y
Number 2 6 15 19 0 0 0
Percentage 5 14 36 45 0 0 0

The table gives the number and percentage of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements
Care should be taken when interpreting these percentages as each lesson represents more than one

about teaching.
percentage point.

Information about the school’s pupils

Pupils on the school’s roll YR -Y6
Number of pupils on the school’s roll (FTE for part-time pupils) 147
Number of full-time pupils known to be eligible for free school meals 6
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs YR -Y6
Number of pupils with statements of special educational needs 3
Number of pupils on the school’'s special educational needs register 18
English as an additional language No of pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additional language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 8
Pupils who left the school other than at the usual time of leaving 4
Attendance
Authorised absence Unauthorised absence

% %
School data 4.0 School data 0

Richardson Endowed Primary School - 19




National comparative data

5.4

National comparative data

0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2)

Year Boys Girls Total
Number of registered pupils in final year of Key Stage 1 for the latest reporting year 2002 9 10 19
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Boys 8 7 9
Numbers of pupils at NC level 2 Girls 10 10 9
and above
Total 18 17 18
Percentage of pupils School 95 (91) 89 (83) 95 (96)
atNC level 2 or above National 84 (84) 86 (86) 90 (91)
Teachers’ Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 7 9 9
Numbers of pupils at NC level 2 Girls 10 9 10
and above
Total 17 18 19
Percentage of pupils School 89 (96) 95 (96) 100 (96)
atNC level 2 or above National 85 (85) 89 (89) 89 (89)
Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6)
Year Boys Girls Total
Number of registered pupils in final year of Key Stage 2 for the latest reporting year 2002 12 14 26
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Boys 7 6 9
Numbers of pupils at NC level 4 Girls 10 9 10
and above
Total 17 18 19
Percentage of pupils School 73 (70) 69 (61) 81 (91)
at NC level 4 or above National 75 (75) 73 (71) 86 (87)
Teachers’ Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 7 7 11
Numbers of pupils at NC level 4 Girls 12 12 12
and above
Total 19 19 23
Percentage of pupils School 73 (78) 73 (70) 88 (65)
atNC level 4 or above National 73 (72) 74 (74) 82 (82)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusions in the last school year

Categories used in the Annual School Census No of pupils Number of Number of

on roll fixed period permanent

exclusions exclusions
White — British 142 0 0
White — Irish 0 0 0
White — any other White background 1 0 0
Mixed — White and Black Caribbean 1 0 0
Mixed — White and Black African 0 0 0
Mixed — White and Asian 2 0 0
Mixed — any other mixed background 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British - Indian 1 0 0
Asian or Asian British - Pakistani 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British — Bangladeshi 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British — any other Asian background 0 0 0
Black or Black British — Caribbean 0 0 0
Black or Black British — African 0 0 0
Black or Black British — any other Black background 0 0 0
Chinese 0 0 0
Any other ethnic group 0 0 0
No ethnic group recorded 0 0 0

The table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only. It gives the number of exclusions, which may be different from the

number of pupils excluded.

Teachers and classes

Qualified teachers and classes: YR- Y6

Financial information

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) 7.4 Financial year 2001-2002
Number of pupils per qualified teacher 20
Average class size 25 £
Education support staff: YR-Y6 Total income 269,037
Total number of education support staff 5 Total expenditure 246,995
Total aggregate hours worked per week 94 Expenditure per pupil 1,625
FTE means full-time equivalent. Balance brought forward from previous year 12,672
Balance carried forward to next year 22,042
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Recruitment of teachers

Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years

Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years

Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE)

Number of vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of a term or more (FTE)

Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less than one term (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnaire return rate

Percentage of responses in each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

The teaching is good.

I am kept well informed about how my child is getting
on.

I would feel comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school is well led and managed.
The school is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of activities
outside lessons.

Number of questionnaires sent out 149
Number of questionnaires returned 64
Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly Don't
agree agree disagree | disagree know
59 36 3 2 0
50 45 5 0 0
38 53 6 0 3
30 47 19 2 3
58 33 8 0 2
27 50 22 2 0
55 41 5 0 0
56 41 3 0 0
28 48 22 2 0
48 42 9 0 0
48 42 9 0 0
61 27 8 2 3

Richardson Endowed Primary School - 24




PART D: THE STANDARDS AND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREAS OF THE

CURRICULUM, SUBJECTS AND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

81.

Most children attain the Early Learning Goals by the end of their time in reception and some exceed
them. Teaching is satisfactory with some that is good. The children try hard to complete their tasks
and show a good level of interest in small groups and in one-to-one discussion.

Personal, social and emotional development

82.

83.

84.

Most children start reception with personal and social skills at the expected levels for this age. All
children, including those with specific learning difficulties, make satisfactory progress and will reach
the final stage or ‘stepping stone’ of the Foundation Stage by the start of Year 1. Teaching is
satisfactory, but opportunities to promote development, particularly personal and emotional
development, are sometimes missed as there are few activities planned to extend children’s learning.
This is linked to the planning which does not always take into account individual children’s need
based on teachers’ assessment. Children’s independence is encouraged by the provision of
opportunities for children to work alone or in small groups.

All children come into school confidently each morning and know the routine. They quickly learn to
conform to expectations regarding the organisation of the classroom. Teachers’ expectations of
behaviour are clear and all children know how to behave in school and with others. They respond
appropriately to adults and to other children and good relationships are usually evident between them
and the adults who work in class.

Children manage their own personal hygiene, wash their hands and, when needed, dress themselves
with a minimum of adult help. The teaching of these skills is good. Children are given a reasonable
level of responsibility; for example, when cutting out or making puddles. They are good at helping one
another and timely intervention from an adult supports these independent activities. Children share
materials, but sometimes opportunities to encourage them to take turns, particularly when speaking,
and to promote listening to each other, are not planned into the activities. In some activities, such as
when children were building with construction kits or playing in sand, there was insufficient adult
intervention.  Consequently, opportunities to discuss challenges and guide children in making
decisions and solving problems were not used.

Communication, language and literacy

85.

86.

Children start school with a wide range of competencies in communication, language and literacy.
Overall, attainment on entry into school meets expectations. By the time the children are ready to
start Year 1 of the National Curriculum all will have made satisfactory progress and many will have
attained the final stages or ‘stepping stones’ of the Foundation Stage curriculum. The quality of
teaching in this area of learning is satisfactory. Teachers have a good understanding of the National
Literacy Strategy as it relates to reception children and plan an appropriate range of activities,
particularly focused on reading and writing. However, speaking and listening opportunities are not
always adapted to meet the needs of these young children, some of who