INSPECTION REPORT

WEETH COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Camborne, Cornwall

LEA area Cornwdll

Unique reference number: 111852

Headteacher: Mr M Smith

Reporting ingpector: Mr R W Wonnacott
2787

Dates of inspection: 24 — 27 March 2003

I ngpection number: 247154

Full ingpection carried out under section 10 of the School Inspections Act 1996



© Crown copyright 2003

This report may be reproduced in whole or in part for non-commercia educational purposes,
provided that al extracts quoted are reproduced verbatim without adaptation and on condition that
the source and date thereof are stated.

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the School Inspections Act

1996, the school must provide a copy of this report and/or its summary free of charge to certain

categories of people. A charge not exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any
other copies supplied.



INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Type of schoal:
School category:
Age range of pupils

Gender of pupils:

School address:

Postcode:
Teephone number:

Fax number:

Appropriate authority:

Name of chair of governors.

Date of previous ingpection:

Infant and Junior
Community
4t011

Mixed

Holman Avenue
Camborne
Cornwal

TR14 7GA
01209 713934

01209 713934

Governing Body

Mr M Dooley

November 1997

Weeth Community Primary School - 3



INFORMATION ABOUT THE INSPECTION TEAM

Team members Subj_e(_:t_ _ Aspect responsibilities
responsibilities
2787 | Mr R Wonnacott | Registered Science What sort of schodl isit?
Inspector Design and technology | The school’ s results and
pupils achievements
How wdl are pupils
taught?
How well isthe school led
and managed?
What should the school do
to improve further?
11072 | Ms S Elomari Lay ingpector | Educationd incluson Pupils attitudes, vaues
and persond development
How well does the school
carefor its pupils?
How well does the school
work in partnership with
parents?
30326 | MrsA Man Team Foundation Stage
Inspector Informetion and
communicetion
technology
Art and design
Religious education
22309 | MrsM Lawrence | Team English How good are the
inspector History currlcular_ fand other
_ opportunities offered to
32102 | MrsSPeasgood | Team Specid educationa
inspector needs
Mathematics
Geography
Physica education

Weeth Community Primary School - 4




The ingpection contractor was.

Staffordshire and Midlands Consortium
The Kingston Centre

Fairway

Stafford

ST16 3TW

Any concerns or complaints about the ingpection or the report should be raised with the inspection
contractor. Complaints that are not satisfactorily resolved by the contractor should be raised with
OFSTED by writing to:

The Complaints Manager

Inspection Qudity Divison

The Office for Standards in Education
Alexandra House

33 Kingsway

London WC2B 6SE

Weeth Community Primary School - 5



REPORT CONTENTS

PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

Information about the school

How good the schoal is

What the school does well

What could be improved

How the school has improved since its last ingpection
Standards

Pupils attitudes and values

Teaching and learning

Other aspects of the school

How well the schoal isled and managed
Parents and carers' views of the school

PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The schoal’ s results and pupils achievements
Pupils attitudes, values and persond devel opment

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER
OPPORTUNITIESOFFERED TO PUPILS?

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN
PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Weeth Community Primary School - 6

Page

14

18

23

27

28
30

32



PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN
AREAS OF THE CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

Weeth Community Primary School - 7

40



PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Weeth Community Primary School is Stuated on the western edge of Camborne, atown in
Cornwall. There are 170 full-time pupils on roll, 89 boys and 81 girls, between the age of four and
eleven years. Thismakesit asmall school compared with primary schools nationdly. Pupils are
taught in six dasses. They come from families with awide range of socid and economic
backgrounds. The percentage of pupils entitled to free school medls (17%) is broadly in line with
the nationd average. The percentage of pupils with specia needs (30%), including those with
Statements of educational need, is above the nationa average. Pupils have arange of specia needs,
the mgority of these rdate to learning difficulties. The grest mgority of pupils are of white British
heritage. However, the percentage of pupils whose first language is not English (3.2%0) is higher than
in mogt schools. When children join the school as four-year-olds, their levels of attainment are
varied, but overdl they are lower than those found nationally for the age group.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

The school is providing a satisfactory standard of education. Thereisevidence of
improvement in a number of aspects of the school’swork in thelast two years. Thereis
consderable scope for further improvement, particularly in raisng standardsin English.

Ingpection evidence indicates that standards in mathematics and science have improved from the low
levels attained in the 2002 assessments for eeven-year-olds. Standardsin English remain a alow
leve.

Standards in the mgority of other subjects are typical of those found nationdly, except in physica
education where they are higher than those typicaly seen in primary schools. Overdl, the school
meets the needs of dl pupils satisfactorily. However, the highest attaining pupils are not consistently
provided with work that chalenges their thinking. All pupils are provided with equal accessto the
school’s provison. Leadership is good and management is largely satisfactory. Management does
not focus sufficiently on raisng sandards in key aress of pupils learning.

The cogt per pupil to run the schoal is close to the nationd average. Teaching in the schoal is at
least satisfactory and often good. Pupils make satisfactory progress as they move through the
school. Standards have improved in some subjects. When these factors are considered together,
the school isjudged to be providing satisfactory vaue for money.
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What the school doeswell

Standards attained by €even-year-olds in mathematics and science are improving.

Teaching in the Reception and in Year 1 and 2 classesisgood. Teachers throughout the school
are enthusagtic and keen to develop their teaching kills.

Good provison is made for the socia and mora development of pupils.

In lessons, pupils show very good attitudes to their learning. Pupils behaviour is very good and
bullying isvery rare.

Redationships in the school are very good. It isa caring school.

Thereisavery good range of opportunities for pupils to be involved in activities outsde the
classroom.

What could beimproved

- Standardsin pupils English, particularly in writing, are too low.
Work is not consstently matched to the needs of individua pupils, particularly the higher
attainers.
Teachers marking does not provide pupils with enough information about how they could
improve their work.
Therole of subject co-ordinators needs to be developed to include more systematic monitoring
of standards.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.
HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

Prior to the appointment of the present headteacher, the school experienced some leadership and
management difficulties. Asareault it had lost a sense of direction and there had been adeclinein
the stlandards attained by eleven-year-old pupilsin nationa tests. A new headteacher was
gppointed in May 2001. Under his clear leadership, staff and governors are now making progress
in raisng the sandards atained by the oldest pupils in the school. Overdl, the qudity of teaching
has remained smilar to that reported following the last ingpection.

All five issues identified in the last ingpection report have been consdered and the following
improvements have occurred:
Information and communication technology (ICT) provison is much better with the
introduction of new computers including lgptop computers.
The size of the carry-forward in the budget is now at an acceptable level.
Subject co-ordinators now have a better understanding of their role within the school .
However, they are not yet andysing data in such away that it will help to raise pupils
standards.
Limited progress has been made in raising the sandards of the highest attaining pupils. The
school isaware of the need to continue to develop this aspect of its work.
A number of opportunities are provided so that pupils can experience and develop their
knowledge of cultures not experienced in Camborne.
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STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils at the end of Y ear 6 based on average point
scoresin Nationd Curriculum tests.

compared with
Performancein: all schools similar Key
schools
2000 | 2001 | 2002 2002 well dooveaverage A
above average B
English D E E = average C
below average D
mathematics E E E E well bdlow average E
the lowest 5% E*
science E D E* E*

Over the period of the last three years the school’ s results in nationd tests have been consigtently
low. Compared with smilar schools, Weeth's results were well below the average in mathematics.
In English and science the school’ s results were in the lowest 5%. Resultsin nationd tests for
seven-year-olds for the last three years show that the school’ s performance in reading and writing
has been below the national average, but there has been steady improvement. Performancein
science had been well below the national average.

The school has used the range of data available to set sengble targets for pupilsin nationd tests for
eleven-year-olds in 2003. The evidence gathered during the ingpection indicates that the school is
on track to meet these targets in mathematics.

In work seen during the ingpection, standardsin Years 2 and 6 were typica of those seen nationaly
for mathematics and science. They were below in English, particularly in writing. Overdl, pupils
attain tandards in ICT that are typical of those expected nationdly. Standardsin physical education
are higher than those seen nationally. Ingpection evidence indicates that standards in other subjects
arein line with those typicaly seen nationdly. Insufficient evidence was gathered to be able to make
a secure judgement about standards in music and religious education.

Oveadl, thereislittle difference in the attainment of girls and boys, except in English where girls
attainment is higher than that of the boys. Pupils of average and below average attainment reach
appropriate standards.

Children enter the reception class with sandards that are lower than those found nationdly. By the
age of five, they are working & the level expected for this age group; they have made good
progress. Asthey move through the school the mgority of pupils make satisfactory progress.
Higher attaining pupils do not consgtently attain at the level that could be expected. They make
dower than expected progress in learning.
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(Inspection evidence was gathered by observing teaching and learning, holding discussions
with pupils, staff and governors and through scrutinising a range of school documentation.)
PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment
Attitudes to the school In lessons, the pupils' attitudes to work are very good. Pupils are

keen to be involved in activities and they want to succeed. Pupils
respond well to teachers' effective use of praise.

Behaviour, in and out of Behaviour in the schoal isvery good. In the playground, where,
cdassrooms despite the space being limited, pupils play together well.

Persona development and | The personal development of pupilsis good. Relationships throughout
rlationships the school are very good. The oldest pupils are prepared to help
younger pupilswith activities a bresk-times.

Attendance Attendance levels are close to those found nationdly for primary
schools.

There are very good rel ationships between the teachers and pupils. This has a positive impact on
the attitudes pupils show towards their work. Older pupils demonstrate mature attitudes when they
help in the day-to-day running of the school. The school has good procedures in place to tackle
pupils absence.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupilsin: Reception Yearsl-2 Years3—-6

Qudlity of teaching Good Good Satisfactory

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adeguate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

Overdl, the quality of teaching observed during the inspection was satisfactory. It was rather better
in classes where younger pupils were being taught than in classes where older pupils were taught.
Thirty-nine lessons were observed. In four lessons teaching was judged to be very good, good in
19, stisfactory in 13 and unsatisfactory in the remaining three. Inspection evidence indicates that
the teaching observed during the ingpection was typica of that found in the school a other times.

Where teaching was at its best it had a number of particular strengths.  Lessons were well planned.
Teachers used good questioning techniques that encouraged pupils to explain why they provided
different answers to questions. Pupils responded well to this gpproach. Where teaching was
unsatisfactory, the lessons did not proceed with sufficient pace and the work given to groups of
pupils did not build on their past learning.
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Teaching in English, where pupils were developing their literacy sills, was satisfactory. Some
lessons went a adow pace and pupils did not make enough progress, resulting in low standards.
Teaching in mathematics, where pupils were developing their numeracy skills, was good.

Although teachers mark pupils work regularly, the marking does not provide pupils with enough
guidance about ways in which they could improve their work. Assessment datais not sufficiently
used to plan the next stage of learning for groups of pupils. Asaresult, groups of pupils, particularly
high attaining pupils, are not sufficiently chalenged.

Pupils make a least satisfactory and at times good progress in their learning, as they move through
the school. The best progress occurs in lessons where the work takes into account the pupils
previous learning and builds on their understandings. The good support provided by teaching
assigtants and other adults, enables the school to meet the needs of al the pupils. Pupils with specid
educationa needs make good progressin their learning.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The quality and range of The curriculum is satisfactory. There are agpects of some subjects
the curriculum that are not being given sufficient atention and time. Co-ordinators

are not sufficiently engaged in evauating the provision for dl subjects.

Provison for pupils with
gpecid educational needs

Overdl, the provision isgood. The newly gppointed member of staff
responsible for devel oping this aspect of the school’ swork is clear
about the way provision can be further enhanced. Support in class for
pupilsisgood. The very smdl number of pupils who do not have
English astheir first language are well supported.

Provison for pupils
persond, including
spiritud, mord, socid and
cultura development

Good provison is made for pupils mora and socid development.
Satisfactory provision is made for the pupils spiritua and cultura
development.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

The school has good proceduresin place for ensuring pupils wefare.
Procedures for child protection are good. The school has clear
guidance for promoting race equdity.

The school recently recognised the need to spend more time teaching English, mathematics and
science, and standards in mathematics and science show improvements over those of recent years.
The sameleve of improvement is not evident in English. A better range of activities than is normaly
found in primary schoolsis provided for pupils outsde of the normd teaching time. The school has
agood working partnership with parents. They are very supportive of the school’s work and
relationships with parents are positive.
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HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

L eadership and The headteacher provides the school with good leadership. Staff are
management by the now clear about the school’ s strengths and weaknesses and are
headteacher and other key | developing plans for raising standards to a higher level. Teaching and
eff non-teaching staff provide the headteacher with good and effective

support. The school’s management islesswell developed. Not
enough attention has been given to focusing on asmal number of
priorities.

How well the governors
fulfil their respongbilities

The work of the school governorsis satisfactory. They are
supportive, and carry out their responsibilities effectively. Systemsto
monitor the work of the schoal arein place. Datais not fully used to
eva uate the school’ s performance.

The school’ s evauation of

Ted results are analysed. The data collected is then used to decide

its performance on priorities for future years. Satisfactory procedures for setting
overdl school test targets are in place. Procedures for setting targets
for individua pupils are not as well developed.

The strategic use of Overdl, the school uses the various specific grants provided to good

resources effect. Good use has been made of money to support pupilswith a

range of learning difficulties; these pupils are making at least good
progressin ther learning.

The quiet and effective leadership of the headteacher is having a positive impact on the work of the
school. In the two years he has been in post thereis clear evidence of many important postive
changes occurring. Members of staff who are responsible for managing different aspects of the
school’swork are very enthusiastic and are keen to see standards improve. The many changes now
need to be consolidated and a smal number of priorities identified. The headteacher has a good
working relationship with the school governors. Together they have identified a set of gppropriate
priorities for the school’ s further development. The governors use the identified priorities effectively
to plan spending. They understand and are beginning to use the principles of best vaue when
making decisons regarding expenditure.
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PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases par ents most

What parentswould like to see improved

Children are keen to come to school and
learn. They like schoal.

The school encourages pupils to work hard.

Teachers are very gpproachable and make
time for parents.

The school encourages pupils to understand
the difference between right and wrong.
Behaviour is good.

Parents judge that the schoal is helping their
children to mature.

The school isacaring place.

Parents do not fed wdl informed about
how their children are getting on.

The school does not work closely with
parents.

Parents returned 32 questionnaires. Eight parents attended the meeting with the registered
ingpector. The evidence gathered during the ingpection supports the postive views identified by
these parents. The evidence does not concur with the two negative views expressed by parents.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’ sresults and pupils achievements

1

Evidence from the 2002 national assessments for seven-year-olds indicates that
pupils standardsin reading, writing and mathematics were below the national
average. Evidence from the 2002 national assessmentsin English, mathematics
and science for eleven-year-olds shows the school’ s results to be well below the
national average for English and mathematics and in the bottom 5% for science.
Children enter the school in the reception class with standards that are lower than
those typical for their age group. Pupils make good progress as they move through
the reception class and Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2 classes). Thisprogressis not
maintained as pupils move through the Key Stage 2 classes (Years 3 to 6 classes)
and progressisonly satisfactory in these year groups. Inspection evidence, in
particular work in the books of Year 6 pupils, indicates that standards are
improving, overall. Standardsin pupils writing are still too low.

The nationd arrangement for assessing pupils atainment is based on a scale with eight
levels. Thetarget for seven-year-oldsis Leve 2 of the scale; higher-attaining pupils should
reach Level 3. Thetarget for eleven-year-oldsis Levd 4; higher-attaining pupils should
reach Leve 5.

The school’ sresultsin the 2002 tests for eeven-year-olds were very low. An anayss of
the results of tests for seven-year-olds, for this same group of pupils, indicates even lower
dandards. In addition, over 40% of the pupilsin this group of pupils were identified as
having specia educationa needs. Using the results of the tests a age seven as a base, then
pupils are judged to have made well above average progress in mathematics, average
progress in English and below average progress in science, as they moved from Year 2 to
Year 6. The school has acknowledged the low results and the school’ s development plan
has raising sandards as its main am.

Aswell as comparing the school’ s results with the nationd picture, it is possble to make
comparisons with schools that are ‘in asmilar context’, that is, schools that have asmilar
proportion of pupils entitled to free school meals. When the schoal’ s results in the 2002
tests for seven-year-olds are compared with this group of schoals, the results for reading
and mathematics are well below the average for this group of schools. The school’ s results
inwriting are below the average for this group of schoals.

When compared with similar schools, the 2002 assessments for e even-year-olds, showsthe
school’ s results in English and science were in the lowest 5%. In mathematics the school’s
results were very low. When the results for the last three years are taken together, the girls
results have been better that the boys' resultsin English, but lower in mathematics. There
has been no difference in the resultsin science.
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In the 2002 tests for seven-year-olds the school’ s results in reading and writing were below
the nationd average, in mathematics they were well below the nationa average. There are
no tests for science at age seven. In this subject the class teachers make an assessment of
pupils attainment as they reach the end of Year 2. The 2002 assessments indicate that the
percentage of pupils attaining the expected level was well below the national average. The
seven-year-olds assessments for the last three years show no significant difference between
the performance of boys and girls.

In both the tests for seven and eleven-year-olds the school’ s results have remained below,
or well below, the nationa average for the last three years. Evidence from the pupils books
together with discussons with pupils indicate that the school is on track to produce better
resultsin 2003.

Work from the pupils books was scrutinised and used to make overall judgements about
the standards currently being attained by pupils. Thework in the present Year 6 pupils
books for English indicates an improvement in standards but they are till below those found
nationaly, especidly in pupils writing. Work in the mathematics books shows a clear
improvement with evidence that more pupils than last year are on track to attain the
nationally expected standard. A smilar pictureis provided from the science books where
there is good coverage of the nationally prescribed programme of work. In these two
subjects, standards are below average overdl, but much better than previous test results
indicate. Discusson with Year 6 pupils supports the judgement made by examining their
work. The standard of presentation of work in the booksis at least satisfactory and often
good. Work in the books of the highest-attaining Y ear 6 pupilsis of avery good qudity.

The school has undertaken a detailed analysis of its recent test results. Aswell as being
used to make predictions about the school’ s future assessment results, the school has made
adart on using this datato help teachers set targets for individua pupils. Thisgpproach is
not yet fully developed, and reflects a general weakness in how the school makes use of
assessmentsin setting suitably chalenging work for dl pupils.

I nspection evidence indicates that in most other subjects pupils are ataining broadly average
sandards, except in physical education where standards are higher than those typically
found in primary schools. During the ingpection insufficient evidence was collected to make
secure judgements about standards in music and religious education. However, an
examination of teachers planning records and a scrutiny of policy documents shows that al
required aspects of these two subjects are being covered. The limited evidence indicates
that gandards are in line with those found nationaly for music and close to those set out in
the localy agreed syllabus for religious education. Pupils are provided with a good range of
opportunities to develop skills outside the classroom. These are having a positive impact on
many aspects of the pupils development. For example, the annud resdentid visits help
pupils to take initiative and develop their confidence.

In reading and writing the majority of pupils make satisfactory progress.

Standards are generally lower than those typically found for pupils age eleven; but
pupils have made steady progress from below average levels of attainment when
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they enter the school. Progressin mathematicsis more secure. Children enter the
school with below average skillsin number work. By the age of eleven many pupils
are on track to attain the nationally expected standard in mathematics.

Standards in the important skills of literacy and numeracy show variation. Standardsin
gpesking and ligening are in line with the nationa average. Standards in writing, and in some
aspects of reading, are lower than those found nationally. Standards in numeracy skillsare
in line with those found nationdly. The higher sandards in numeracy reflect the higher
Sandards of teaching observed in mathematics lessons than that in English lessons.

Inspection evidence indicates that the majority of children enter the school with standards
that are lower than those typica for their age group. In reading and writing (literacy skills)
pupils make satisfactory progressin the Year 1 and 2 classes to reach standards close to the
nationally expected standard by age seven. Work in the English books of pupilsin Years 3
to 6, together with discussion with pupils, indicates that overall the progress is maintained.

In aspects of developing pupils writing skills progressisless secure. In number work
(numeracy skills) pupils make satisfactory progress. By the age of eleven many pupils are
attaining the expected standard, with a smal number working at higher levels. Pupils can do
quite complex caculations quickly and accurately and can explain how they obtain the result.
In most other agpects of mathematics the attainment of pupilsis close to the nationaly
expected standard. For example, they have a good understanding of the different properties
of two-dimensiona shapes and they are able to interpret information from graphs very
effectively. In science the standard attained by eeven-year-oldsisin line with that typicaly
found nationdly. Pupils have secure scientific knowledge, they are clear about the function
of different organsin the body; they have agood grasp of the way scientific investigations
should be constructed.

The teachers are making satisfactory use of the nationa guidance for teaching reading,
writing and number work. The approach is having a postive impact on the pupils standards
of atainment in mathematics. The impact isless obviousin English. English lesson do not
congstently go with a swing, too often pupils are spending too much time listening to the
teacher.

Pupils with specia educationd needs achieve standards appropriate to their age and ability.
They make good progress in developing skillsin reading and number work. Good provision
is made for this group of pupils; they are well supported in lessons by teaching assstants
who are clearly briefed and who understand pupils needs and their learning targets.
Teaching assgants are involved in planning lessons. This gpproach enables them to have a
Sgnificant pogtive impact on learning. Ther involvement in lessonsis a strength of the
school. On the other hand, higher attaining pupils are not dways sufficiently challenged.
This group of pupilsis often expected to complete the same work as average ataining pupils
before they are provided with *harder’ work. All pupils are fully involved in al aspects of
the school’ s work.

Although the school is beginning to make use of arange of assessment datato set targets for
improvement, the information is not yet being used in a consstent way to plan lessons that
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builds on pupils past learning. In addition, al though pupils work is regularly marked the
teachers comments do not provide pupils with guidance about ways in which their work
could be improved.

Overdl, these judgements are Smilar to those reported after the last inspection. Where
standards have dipped it has been aresult of the difficult period of leadership and
management experienced by the school.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

18

19

20

21

In the lessons observed during the inspection, pupils' attitudes to learning were
very good throughout the school. Behaviour in lessons and around the school was
very good. The pupils know what is expected of them and respond positively to the
encouragement and opportunities provided for them. Attendance levels are broadly
similar to those seen in primary schools nationally.

Pupils attitudesto learning are very good. They enjoy coming to school and are keen to
learn, even when the work they are asked to do lacks challenge. They are enthusiagtic
about the many opportunities that are offered to them, for example, the wide range of extra-
curricular activities and the visits they make to places of interest. Pupils of al agesand
abilities respond in a positive way to their teachers. They concentrate well and try hard to
complete their work in the dlotted time.

Reception class children have a good range of opportunities for persona, socid and
emotional development. The teacher and classroom assistants ensure that thereisawide
range of activities to develop these aspects of the children’slearning. Asaresult, the
children are able to take a satifactory level of responsihility for their actions. They ligento
others and learn the importance of sharing and taking turns.

The school sets high expectations for pupils behaviour and promotes very good behaviour
well. Relationships throughout the school are very good and this has a sgnificant pogtive
influence on the high standards of behaviour. Each class has a system of rewards for good
behaviour and effort. Pupils gppreciate these and are dso well motivated by the praise they
receive. The system of sanctions operatesin a consstent and positive way throughout the
school. A notable fegture is that, when unsatisfactory behaviour leads to detention, pupils
spends that time reflecting on what they did wrong and how to improve their behaviour in
the future. Overdl, the behaviour observed in lessons was very good. No unsatisfactory
behaviour was seen in lessons. Examples of very good behaviour were seen in lessons
throughout the school. InaYear 1 physca education lesson on baancing skills, pupils
responded very positively. They were excited by the activities, tried very hard to achieve
high standards and made good progress. Teachers promote high standards of behaviour by
managing pupils very well, correcting any unacceptable behaviour immediately. Teaching
assgants dso have a positive impact on pupils behaviour, especidly when they support
those pupils with emotiona and behaviourd difficulties. In avery smal number of lessonsa
smal number of pupils did not listen sufficiently carefully to instructions so that they were not
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clear about the task set and became frugtrated in not completing the task. When this
occurred, learning was interrupted and progress dowed.

Behaviour in and around the school isvery good. Pupils are polite and friendly. They are
willing to engage adults in conversation. Pupils play very well together at bresks and
lunchtimes. A particular feature of the school is the very good supportive relaionships that
exist between older pupils and younger ones. This was evident when an older boy helped a
younger one use the climbing wall successfully. This behaviour is particularly noteble asthe
outsde play areais smdl for the numbers of pupilsusingit. In the dining room pupils behave
very wdll, talking sensibly with friends and helping to clear away. No evidence of sexist or
racist behaviour was seen.

The persond development of pupils of al abilitiesisgood. Pupils have opportunitiesto take
regponghility, in class, during assemblies and around the school. They dso have the
opportunity to serve as class representatives on the school council. They are very clear
about the nature of these duties and take the responsibility entailed serioudy. Pupilstake a
pride in the achievements of the council and have a clear agendafor the future. When they
are given the chance, pupils enjoy taking responsbility for their own learning. In particular,
they enjoy working in pairs and smdl groups and do so sensbly. However, opportunities
for them to research and to work collaboratively on tasks are limited. Overal pupils do not
have sufficient experience of working independently. In particular, the higher attaining pupils
in Years 3 to 6 are not provided with enough chalenging work that would help them
develop independent skillsin their learning.

Leves of attendance are stisfactory, being smilar to those typicdly found in primary
schools nationdly. Levels of unauthorised absence are dightly lower than those seenin
gmilar schools. Almost dl pupils are punctua, and sessons and lessons begin on time.
Pupils and parents are aware of the school’ s requirements in this area.

These judgements are Smilar to those reported in the last report. However, behaviour was
a cause for concern when the present headteacher took up the post two years ago. Since
then the school has worked hard and very successfully to address this and has achieved a
marked improvement in the pupils behaviour.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

26

27

Overall, the teaching observed during the inspection was of a satisfactory standard.
A significant proportion was good. Evidence collected from the teachers' planning
records and from the pupils books indicates that the teaching observed during the
inspection istypical of that usually found in the school.

There are Six classesin the school. One class provides education for reception children,
four-year-olds. Thereisaclassfor Year 1 pupilsand a separate class for Year 2 pupils.
These two classes make up the Key Stage 1 provison. In Key Stage 2 there are three
classes: aclassfor Year 3 and 4 pupils, aclassfor Year 4 and 5 pupils and aclassfor Year
5 and 6 pupils. Teachersteach their own classfor al subjects.
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During the ingpection, 39 lessons or part lessons were observed. In tota this amounted to
just over 31 hours of teaching and learning. Teaching was judged to be very good in four
lessons, good in 19 lessons, satisfactory in 13 and unsatisfactory in the remaining three. This
isagmilar picture to that reported following the last inspection, except that no unsatisfactory
teaching was observed during that ingpection.

Common strengths where teaching was at its best were:
the high quality of the teechers planning;
the way teachers used questions to help pupils develop their idess;
the time teachers provided for pupils to reflect on answers and discuss idess,
the teachers high expectations about the progress pupils would make in the lesson;
the teachers' understanding and knowledge of the subject.

These strengths played amagjor part in the good progress made by the pupils.

Where the teaching was unsatisfactory, and in some lessons where teaching was judged as
overd| satisfactory, there were common wesaknesses.
Time was not used to best effect, with pupils Stting and listening to the teecher for too
long. Asaresult the progress made in learning was only satisfactory.
Thework given to pupils did not take account of their past learning. This often meant
that higher-attaining pupils were not sufficiently challenged, and lower-ataining pupils
needed too much detailed guidance from teachers or teaching assistants.

The contrast in teaching gpproach was evident in two science lessons seen. For example, in
aYear 6 lesson where pupils were developing their understanding about the need to make
more than one measurement when completing an investigation, the teacher ensured that

pupils were fully engaged in the activity. He encouraged pupils to think about the difficulty
that occurred when only one measurement was made, by using the work from a previous
lesson. There was very clear progressin the pupils understanding during the lesson. In
comparison, inaYear 5 lesson where pupils were developing their understanding of the way
materias can be used to insulate objects, too much time was taken by the teacher explaining
what pupils were going to learn. The lesson did not go with a swing and pupils were kept
gtting and listening to the teacher for too long before they were able to move on with the
task set. A smdl number of pupils became restless and this dowed the progress made by all
the pupils. The work did not take enough account of pupils past learning and the higher
attaining pupils were not chalenged.

Very good teaching was characterised by the high qudity of teachers planning; this ensured
that lessons had a clear focus and ideas were developed quickly. For example, inaYear 1
physical education lesson where pupils were developing a Smple dance sequence, the pupils
were given the opportunity to build their sequence in a carefully structured way. The
teacher’ s enthusiasm for the work was quickly matched by the way the pupils responded.
They made very good progress. By the end of the lesson dl the pupils could rlate their
dance to the music provided; it was a pleasure to watch.
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The quality of the teachers planning was at times of a good standard even in lessons when
the teaching was overdl unsatisfactory. However, the planning was not consstently used to
such good effect. For example, in alesson where Year 5 pupils were develop in their
understanding of persona and socia education, the lesson went at a dow pace and too
much time was spent talking about what pupils were going to learn. The same dow
progress in teaching was observed in a number of lessons where teaching was judged to be
satisfactory. In these lessons pupils did not make enough progressin their learning in the
time provided.

Provision for pupils with specia educationd needsisgood. Teaching assstants, especidly
those working closaly with the pupils with statements of educationa need, are clear about
what pupil should learn. They intervene in an gppropriate way when pupils become restless.
As aresult these pupils make good progressin their learning. Throughout the ingpection
there were many examples of both teaching ass stants supporting and encouraging pupils so
that barriers to learning were removed.

Teachers mark pupils books regularly, often the marking is no morethan atick. Thereare
few examples of teachers comments that would help pupils understand how they could
improve their work. Where comments do occur they are often about the untidy nature of
the work and do not comment on the particular subject being marked. Asaresult, pupils
are not provided with clear guidance about their understanding of the different subjectsin the
school’s curriculum.  Although subject leaders are starting to collect assessment data across
the schoal, the information is not being andysed and then used sufficiently to hep staff plan
lessons that build on pupils past learning. Asaresult pupils, in particular the highest
ataining group, are not sufficiently challenged in lessons.

Teaching in the reception class was good.

Six sessons were observed in the reception class. Teaching was judged to be very good in
two sessions, good in two sessions and satisfactory in two sessons.

The planning for lessons was very detailed and provided a clear picture of the way
children’slearning would progress. In al the lessons the teacher and teaching assistant were
very clear about their complementary roles and they supported each other very effectively.
The teacher’ s questions enabled children to respond with their own suggestions. In dl the
sessions observed the teacher ingsted that children listened with care to indructions. This
approach is giving children the necessary disciplines that will enable them to cope with the
more forma learning inthe Year 1 dlass.

In the Year 1 and 2 classes teaching was good, overall.

Fourteen lessons were observed in the two classes. Teaching was very good in one lesson,
good in eeven lessons and satisfactory in the remaining two lessons. The very good
teaching occurred inthe Year 1 class. Good teaching was observed in both classes.

The very good teaching occurred in a physica education |esson where pupils were creating
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asmple dance routine. Good teaching occurred in arange of subjects, including those
where pupils were developing their skillsin literacy and numeracy. In theselessonsthe
teachers used very effective questioning techniques to help pupils develop their skills and
understanding of the work set. For example, inaYear 2 history lesson where pupils were
exploring the life of Florence Nightingae, the teacher’ s questions helped pupils understand
the difficult Horence had in persuading her parents that she wanted to beanurse. The
teacher made effective use of Smple role-play to illuminate the issue. By the end of the
lesson the pupils had developed a good understanding of the work of nursesin difficult
conditions.

The satisfactory teaching occurred in Y ear 2 English lessons where pupils were developing
ther literacy skills. The lessons did not provide enough opportunity for pupils of differing
levels of attainment to make maximum progress. The progress made by pupils was
satisfactory overdl.

In the Years 3 to 6 classes teaching was satisfactory, overall.

Nineteen lessons were observed in the three classes. Very good teaching was observed in
one lesson, good teaching in Sx lessons, satisfactory teaching in nine lessons and
unsatisfactory teaching in the remaining three lessons.

Very good teaching occurred in alesson where Y ear 6 pupils were being taught science. In
this lesson the teacher used every opportunity to help pupils evaluate and develop their own
learning. For example, he used effective questions to ensure that pupils understood the need
to keep certain agpects of their investigation constant. The pupils responded well to this
approach and were clear about the way an investigation should be constructed.

Good teaching was observed in lessons where pupils were developing their skills and
understanding in mathematics, ICT, physical education and history. Careful preparation of
resources enabled pupils of al stages of development to be successfully challenged. Well
focused questioning by the teacher reinforced the ideas that were being developed. For
example, in a Y ear 6/5 mathematics lesson where pupils were exploring different strategies
to add numbers, white boards were used to good effect to check that individua pupils were
getting the correct answer. 1n addition, the teacher used arange of questions to make sure
that pupils could see how the new learning related to past work. By the end of the lesson
there were clear gainsin the pupils understanding of the different srategies for adding
numbers.

In the three lessons where teaching was unsatisfactory the lesson did not go with the
necessary swing. Too much of the time was taken by the teacher explaining what the pupils
were going to learn. Asaresult, pupils were not provided with the necessary time to
complete tasks. The same weakness in teaching was evidence in anumber of lessons where
teaching was judged to be satisfactory overall.

The teaching observed in English was satisfactory.
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Nine lessons were observed. Teaching was good in two lessons, satisfactory in Sx lessons
and unsatisfactory in the remaining one lesson. The good teaching was characterised by the
way teachers used the nationa guidance for literacy to provide a structure to the lesson,
without being totally dogmetic about time dots. For example, Year 1 pupils were exploring
the story of * The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ to help them explore words that ended in ff.
Time was well used and pupils were expected to work at a good pace. By the end of the
lesson dl pupils had completed the different tasks they had been set; they had made good
progress. In the many lessons where teaching was satisfactory, the pace at which work was
completed was dower than it might have been, and pupils made only satisfactory progressin
learning.

The teaching observed in mathematics was good.

Six lessons were observed. Teaching was good in five lessons and satisfactory in the
remaining lesson. Good teaching was observed in both key stages. Lessons were well
planned and made very effective use of the nationaly provided advice and guidance given
for numeracy. Teachers used good techniques to ensure that pupils could explain the way
they had arrived a answers. As aresult, an aspect of mathematics that can be relatively
mundane was invigorated. Pupilslearnt at a good rate.

Overall, in all the other subjects of the curriculum, the teaching observed was
judged to be satisfactory. Teaching ranged from very good to unsatisfactory. Very
good teaching was observed in a science and a physical education lesson.
Unsatisfactory teaching was observed in a science lesson and a personal and social
education lesson.

Three science lessons were observed. Teaching was very good in one lesson, satisfactory in
the second and unsatisfactory in the third. The important difference between the very good
teaching and the unsatisfactory teaching was the speed at which the lesson devel oped.

Good teaching was observed in a number of other subjects including physical education,
ICT, history and design and technology. In al these lessons the teachers planning was
detailed and the planning was used to good effect to enable the lesson to proceed at a swift
pace. By the end of the lesson it was clear that pupils had made good progress in their
learning.

An examination of pupils books in the range of subjects showed that work was marked on
aregular bass. Too often the work was just ‘ticked’, there was little or no evidence to
show that pupils were being given congtructive advice about their work so that they would
know how to improve their next piece of work.

The progress made by pupils as they move through the school is at least satisfactory
and at times good.

Children make good progress in the reception class, so that they enter the Year 1 classwith
standards that are close to those found nationaly for the age group. Inthe Year 1 and 2
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clasestherate of progressis maintained. Inspection evidence indicates that many of the
Y ear 2 pupils are on track to attain the nationaly expected Leve 2 in the nationd tedts.

Progressin the Year 310 6 classesis satisfactory. The results from the 2002 nationd test
for eeven-year-olds indicate that this group of pupils made better progress than could have
been expected from low levels of atainment at age seven years.

The differing rates of progress made by pupilsis largely areflection of the varying quality of
teaching in the different year groups, with the teaching for the younger pupils being generaly
of ahigher quality than that for the older pupils. In 11 of the 13 lessons observed in the
Year 1 and 2 classes pupils were judged to have made at least good progress. On the other
hand, in only five of the 19 lessons observed in the Y ears 3 to 6 classes was progress
judged to be good. It was satisfactory in 12 of the remaining lessons and unsatisfactory in
two. Inspection evidence, in particular an examination of the pupils books, indicates that
over the longer period of time the progress made by pupils shows asmilar pattern.

Pupils who have been identified as having specia educationa needs make good progress as
they move through the school. Pupils are very well supported by enthusiastic and caring
teaching assstants. In the best lessons, pupils are provided with structured opportunities
that enable them to build on their past learning.  Although higher ataining pupils make
satisfactory progressin lessons, their progress is too often limited as they are expected to
complete work that is too easy before they can move on to the more chalenging tasks that
extend their learning.

Overdl, these judgements are Ssmilar to those reported following the last ingpection.
However, no unsatisfactory teaching was reported from that inspection.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILS?

63

The curriculum provided by the school is satisfactory, overall. It isbroad, balanced
and relevant to the needs of the pupils. The work set for pupilsis not always
sufficiently matched to their abilities. Thereisa very good range of out-of-school
clubs and activities, which support and enhance pupils’ achievement. The school
has appropriately prioritised the development of basic skillsin literacy and
numeracy. Provision for pupilswith special educational needsis good. Thetime
allocated to teaching is appropriate. All the statutory requirementsfor the
curriculum are fulfilled.

The curriculum for three to five-year-olds is satisfactory and meets the requirements of the
national guidance for this age group. The schoal is providing the youngest children with a
dimulating set of experiences. Work in thisdassis carefully planned and makes good use
of the nationdly set out programme of work for young children. The planning usesthe
guidance to provide learning in smdl but accessible steps. As aresult, children make good
progress and, by the end of the Foundation Stage, their attainment isin line with the
expectations for their age.
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The school has recognised the need to prioritise the teaching of basic skillsin literacy and
numeracy. For example, they have adjusted the timetable in order that pupils can
concentrate on developing reading skills and numeracy skills. The skills are taught within
regular, focused lessons. Approaches for teaching the basic killsin literacy are satisfactory,
whilst those for teaching numeracy are good.

Overdl, teachers planning takes satisfactory account of the guidance offered in the Nationa
Literacy and Numeracy Strategies. In numeracy, throughout the school, and in literacy in
the Year 1 and 2 classes, the planning makes a satisfactory impact on teaching and learning.
Inthe Year 3to 6 classes, planning in literacy isless effective because activities are not
aways well matched to the needs of the pupils. Asaresult, more able pupils are
insufficiently challenged and the pace of some lessonsistoo Sow.

The school has satisfactory policies that cover most subjects and aspects of the curriculum,
including rdligious education, sex education, drug education, citizenship, race relations and
persond, socia and hedlth education. Thisis an improvement since the last inspection, when
many documents were not in place. A number of the new policies have yet to be ratified by
governors. Some of the long-established policies need to be systematically reviewed and
updated. In most subjects, the school has made suitable use of nationa guidance to write
schemes of work. This has provided an gppropriate interim framework for teaching and
learning. However, the school has identified the need to eva uate this guidance to meet more
fully the particular needs of pupilsin Weeth primary school. Subject co-ordinators need to
be more fully involved in this evauation.

Teachers ook for links across subjects and they are keen to develop pupils language skills
across the curriculum.  Currently, pupils have individua target books that identify key
literacy and numeracy skills that they should be aming to usein their work. Theseact asa
reminder when pupils are working in other subjects. For example, when pupilsin Year 2
were recording their thoughts in history, they were aware of ther literacy targets and were
able to discuss how they would try and apply them to their work.

The school is effectively implementing the new Code of Practice for specia educationa
needs. The provision for pupils who have specid educationa needs, including those with
statements, isgood. The newly appointed specia educational needs co-ordinator provides
good leadership and works in close partnership with outside agencies. Pupils have abroad
range of needs within the school. This reflects the inclusive ethos of the school. The
individua education plans for pupils with specid educationd needs are used well to plan,
monitor and evaluate the progress pupils make.

Teachers plan individua tasks for pupils who have specid educationd needs and they
provide briefing notes for the teaching assistants, who give good support. For example,
teaching ass stants were observed managing the challenging behaviour of individud pupils
very efectivey in lessons. This enabled these pupilsto fully participate in al areas of the
curriculum, alongside thair classmates. Overdl, pupils who have specia educationa needs
make good progress. This reflects the findings of the previous inspection.
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The schoal offers avery good range of out of school activities that have a very postive
impact on pupils development. The range has increased since the last ingpection and thisis
agrength of the school. Activitiesinclude a French club, guitar, netbal, footbal, art,
computer and pottery clubs. In addition, there is tuition provided for the violin and the
keyboard. Thereisa‘Breskfast Club’ each morning, which enables those pupils who arrive
a school early to redlax with their friends before school. Pupils clearly gain from these
experiences and examples of the work produced in some of the clubs are well displayed
around the school. In the pottery club, a group of boys and girls were making pencil holders
with greet enthusasm. Similarly, in country dancing, pupils enjoyed the music, showing lively
positive attitudes and a good spirit. Pupils from the guitar club and those who have violin
and keyboard tuition demongtrate their developing skills for the school. For example, they
played for parents during the last Christmas concert.

Good useis made of the local environment to support learning. For example, avist to
Camborne Church was used to inspire painting in art. Children in the Foundation Stage
made a vigt to the fire sation to extend their knowledge and understanding of the world.
Resdentid vistsarewdl used. They are built into the annua programme and make a
sgnificant contribution to both the intellectua and socia development of pupils. Some older
pupils have the opportunity to attend the Bishop’s Forum centre where they take part in a
range of physicd activities such as canoeing and absailing.

Satisfactory provison is made for pupils persond, socid and hedlth education. The school
raises the awareness of health issues and promotes hedlthy eating. Persona and socid
education, through ‘circletime, isincluded regularly in the timetable across the schoal.
However, as yet, thereis no whole school scheme of work upon which teachers can base
ther planning. Asaresult, thereisno red sense of systematic development in the pupils
awareness as pupils move through the school.

A good and effective school council has been established and is beginning to provide pupils
with ared opportunity to contribute to the decision-making processin school. Council
members take their role very serioudy and are clear that they represent the views of their
class. Elections were held in each class and pupils had to make a speech to their

classmaes. Theimpact of the council was seen recently through pupils achievementsin
securing footbal goals and play equipment on the playground and the provision of drinksin
cartons at the tuckshop. Council members feed back information to the whole school during
assembly time and have plans to develop an internd ‘radio station’ in the future.

The locd community makes a satisfactory contribution to pupils learning. Pupils have
developed links with senior citizens through their gudiesin history and have displayed ther
musical skills by performing a concert for them. There are various vistors who come to the
school to support collective worship. The school has good links with the loca * beacon’
school, which supports a smoother transition for Year 6 pupils as they move to secondary
education. There have been other visitors who have supported curricular development, for
example, a parent, who is afet-maker, came in to make felt wall hanging with Foundation
Stage children. For the youngest pupils, asmdl number of parents support learning in the
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classroom. Where this was observed, they gave good support to individua pupils and small
groups.

Provision for pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is
satisfactory.

The school provides a caring ethos that alows pupils to grow and which vaues individud
drengths and differences. Evidence of thisis seen in the way pupils with specia educationa
needs are integrated into the life of the school and are enabled to take part in dl its activities.

Pupils spiritual development is satisfactory. Assemblies and acts of worship are
gppropriately planned and meet statutory requirements. Representatives from local
churches and charitable organisations have come to the school to talk to pupils during
collective worship. Where observed, they provide vauable opportunities for pupils to pray
and reflect on persona thoughts and beliefs. The school israising pupils awareness of the
world around them, and informaly encouraging a sense of wonder a what they find. There
are some good examples of observationa drawings of driftwood and large stones. Pupilsin
Year 1 and 2 are growing broad beans and closely recording their growth in *bean diaries'.

The school makes good provison for pupils mora development. Pupils have agood sense
of right and wrong. Older pupils are encouraged to develop their skills of debate. For
example, when Years 5 and 6 pupils were asked to put the mora arguments for and against
having animas in zoos, they showed clarity of thought which reflected the breadth of the
issue from different viewpoints. Pupils are able to think through the consequences of their
own and others actions very well. Asaresult they are very considerate towards each other
both in classrooms and in the playground. Older pupils fed strongly that they look after

younger pupils.

Thereis good provision for the pupils socia development. The new school council
provides good opportunities to develop pupils sense of responsibility. Teachers expect
pupilsto get on well in group and class activities. Asaresult, the minority of pupils whose
behaviour may be challenging are not dlowed to disrupt the flow of the lesson. For
example, in agroup activity, oneindividud had difficulty settling down and kept trying to talk
to other members of his group who were busy working. These pupils firmly ignored him
until he decided to work. Relationshipsin lessons are very good. Pupils respond very
positively to each other and to their teechers. Thisis strength of the provision. Thisleadsto
avery postive but purposeful working atmosphere.

Opportunities for culturd development are satisfactory. Within the curriculum, there are
opportunities for pupilsto learn about their own culture in arange of subjects. In
geography, the youngest pupils learn about the immediate area, whilst older pupils develop
their knowledge and understanding of the wider world. In history, they study the legacy of
the Victorian era on the life and traditions in this country. In religious education, they
explore Chrigianity and the values and beliefs of other cultures. The extra-curricular French
club raises pupils awareness of European culture. Through the multi-culturd * Caribbean’
week, there were good opportunities for pupils to listen to West Indian and African music
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and play percussion ingruments along to the drums. In addition, they sang dong, echoing
the phrasing of the leader. Pupils had the opportunity to sample, and evaluate, African food
in onelesson. The use of multi-culturd texts and the provision of play equipment and
artefacts are more limited. A good range of music is played in assembly, including classica
and jazz music.

These judgements reflect the way the context of the school has changed since the last
inspection. The school has assessed, evaluated and improved provision over the last two
years and has sound plans for further improvement.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?
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Overall the school provides a good level of carefor its pupils. Teachersand
support staff are accessible, caring and thoughtful. Proceduresfor assessment are
satisfactory, overall. Teachersdo not, however, make sufficient use of the
information gained from assessments when planning the next stage of learning for

pupils.

The arrangements for ensuring the welfare of pupils are good. The very good quality of

rel ationships throughout the school helps to ensure that al members of staff know the pupils
well. This promotes a high standard of care for every pupil. Appropriate policiesarein
place to promote race equality and to ensure that al pupils have equdity of accessto al the
activities provided by the school. Activities occur in an amaosphere free from bullying and
other forms of harassment. The governors are aware of the need to provide accessfor all
pupils and are currently considering provision of whedlchair access to the Y ear 6 classroom.

The procedures for child protection are good. The deputy headteacher is the designated
person responsible and she has received gppropriate training; thisis regularly updated. The
school has a second teacher who isfully trained in child protection. The school’s health and
safety policy isthorough. Teachers pay good attention to hedlth and safety issuesin lessons
and when pupils go on schoal vigts. Regular checks relating to hedth and safety matters are
carried out. Any concerns are acted upon quickly. There are regular fire drillswhen
equipment istested. Good procedures are in place for any pupil who becomesill in schoal.
Thereisaclear policy for the use of medicinesin school. First adiswel organised. The
school does have a separate medical room, and pupils who are unwell during the school day
receive good care. Thereisaclear policy, and set of procedures, to protect pupils when
using the Internet to gain information.

Throughout the school there is good support for pupils with specid educetiona needs. Ther
needs are identified a an early stage and appropriate individua support provided.

Individua education plans are clear and well focused so that pupils are able to make good
progress. Teaching assstants, who are well deployed, provide sengtive hep in the
classroom for this group of pupils. The school makes good use of awide range of outside
agencies to meset the needs of individud pupils.

The school has good systems in place to encourage high quality behaviour from the pupils
It promotes a positive gpproach to behaviour, encouraging and rewarding success. The
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result is that behaviour in and around the school and in lessonsisvery good. All gaff usethe
system of sanctionsin aconsgtent way. Teachers ensure that pupils of dl ages understand
what is expected of them and help them to take responshility for their own behaviour. The
recently revised policy and positive approach taken by the school over bullying have
ggnificantly reduced itsincidence. Thereis no evidence to indicate that there is any sexism
or racism in the schoal.

Good palicies and procedures are in place to monitor and promote the pupils personal
development. However, the programme of persond, socid and hedth education is not fully
developed and formalised on paper, so that the school cannot ensure that al pupils have
access to the full range of information intended. Pupils experiences are enhanced by
opportunities to take part in educationd vigts, including attending resdentid vigts. Pupils
have arange of opportunities to take responsibility around the school, especidly thosein

Y ear 6 who take turns to staff the office during lunchtimes. The school council meets
regularly with the headteacher to discuss matters that have been raised during discussions
within classes. The council has achieved a number of improvements, such asthe provison
of play equipment for use at breaks and lunchtime. A range of improvements to the outside
facilities and environment are currently under consideration.

The school’ s arrangements for recording and promoting attendance are successtul.

Regigers are maintained efficiently and action taken promptly to follow up any unexplained
absence. If necessary the education wefare service isinvolved to follow up any cases of
concern. Parents are aware of the school requirements to report any absence and most
comply. The school haslevels of attendance that are broadly in line with the national
average but levels of unauthorised absence are lower than typically found in primary schools.

The school has started to anayse the data from nationa assessment tests to set targets for
pupils to improve particular aspects of their work. However, the data collected from
marking pupils work and from their test results is not being used in a consistent way, across
the schoal, to plan teaching and learning. As aresult, pupils are too often asked to complete
work that does not build on their past learning. For example, in many of the mathematics
lessons observed during the ingpection dl pupils were given the same problems to solve.
When the higher attaining pupils completed these quickly they were given harder problems.
There was no need for this group of pupilsto be given the first set of problems. Although
teachers mark work regularly, there are very few teacher comments that would help pupils
understand how they could improve their work. A satisfactory start has been madein
recording the individua results of pupilsin arange of tests. However, dl the available data
IS not being used, in aconsgstent way, to set targets for pupils learning.

Overdl, these judgements are Smilar to those reported following the last ingpection.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

92

Arrangements for the induction of pupils are good, and parents are fully involved
in thisprocess. The prospectus provides parents with a wide range of useful

information about the school and its organisation. It isclearly written and meets
all the necessary statutory requirements. The annual governors' report to parents
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meets all the requirementsand it is also well produced. Information is presented in
an easily accessible way and provides a clear picture of the school’ slife and work.
A good quality school newsletter is produced weekly. Aswell asroutine
administrative matters, it contains a wide range of information about forthcoming
school events and celebrates pupils’ achievements.

The qudity of annud written reports to parents about their children’s progress and
attainment is good overdl; they meet requirements. Reportsin English, mathematics and
science provide clear information about attainment, attitude and enjoyment aswell as
commenting on progress. In the other subjects, reports do not refer sufficiently to the
progress made by pupils, but they are clear about attainment. Reports show that teachers
know their pupils very wel. Information about persona development and atendance is
included. Parents have the opportunity to discusstheir child's progress with his or her
teacher in the autumn and spring terms and after the reports are issued in the summer.
Those parents who do not attend the meetings are contacted by |etter or telephone.

The parents who returned the questionnaire or attended the parents meeting were
supportive of the school. Parents are very clear that children enjoy life in school and that
they are encouraged to work hard. They view teachers as being approachable and make
time to talk to parents. Parents believe that the school helps their children to understand the
difference between right and wrong and that it achieves good standards of behaviour. They
have no concerns about bullying and are confident that their children are well cared for a
school. Parents judge the headteacher to be a good leader.

Most parents consider staff to be approachable and many take the opportunity to discuss
matters on an informal basis at the start and end of the school day. Parents of pupils with
gpecid educationa needs are now involved in reviews of their children’s progress. They are
offered advice as to how their children can be supported to make further progress. Parents
of pupils with statements of specid educationd needs are do fully involved in formd
reviews of progress. A smal number of parentsfed that they are not well informed about
the progress their child is making and afew state that the school does not work closaly with
them.

The school has recently produced a clear policy for homework; it is about to be presented
to the governing body. Whilst parents are generdly satisfied as to the amount of homework
et for pupils, a smal minority commented that it was not away's set consistently. Reading
records show that pupilsin dl years take books home regularly and parents aso comment
regularly. However, the reading records are more effectively used in Years 1 and 2 than in
Years3t0 6. Inspection evidence aso shows that there is some inconsistency in the way
homework is set and marked.

The school produces aleaflet about the curriculum for each class, every term, so that

parents know what their child will be learning and are able to help, for example by providing
resources for topic work.
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The school receives good support from parents. A number of parents help in the
classoomsin Year 1 and 2 classes. They are well supported and informed about the
lessons so that they make a valuable contribution. Parents also support staff on educational
vidits and by providing resources for art and design and technology work. The home school
agreement is being reviewed and revised to reflect the school’ s commitment to involving dl
parentsin a closer partnership with the school.

This aspect of the school’ s work has seen a continuation of the standards noted in the
previous ingpection report. Inspection evidence does not support the view of the small
number of parents who considered that the school did not keep them well informed about
their children’s education.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

100
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Overall, the leader ship and management of the school are satisfactory. The
headteacher, staff and governors are working well together to develop the school
following a difficult period in the school’ s overall management and leader ship.

In the period since the last ingpection, the school has experienced a disrupted period in its
management and leadership. The previous headteacher retired after illness, and there were
three acting headteachers. Thisled to low staff morale and the school losing a sense of
direction.

The present headteacher, who has been in post since May 2001, provides the school with
good and effective leadership. Heiswaell respected by staff and governors. Both groups
condder that there has been a sgnificant improvement in the life of the school since his
gppointment. In the two years he has been in post he has introduced a number of initiatives
that have helped raise morale and provided staff with a sense of purpose. Asaresult the
school now has a clear sense of direction and iswell placed to improve, and to raise pupils
standards of attainment to higher levels. The headteacher is well supported by a hard
working deputy headteacher and staff. Together they are clear about the school’smain
strengths and wesknesses. They understand the actions that need to be taken to further
improve the educationd provison. Severd initiatives have been launched, and these have
been managed satisfactorily. Although some thought has been given to ways in which the
initiatives link together, not enough atention is given to prioritiSng initistives so thet they are
focused on raising standards.

Subject co-ordinators provide satisfactory |eadership and management of their subjects.
They have a ddegated role and are playing an increasingly important part in the management
of the school. They take their respongbilities serioudy. The Nationd Literacy and
Numeracy Strategies are firmly in place within the school curriculum. The successful
ddivery of these srategiesis having a positive impact on pupils attainment. Therole of
subject co-ordinators has been developed in the last two years, and although progress has
been made in the way different subjects are now lead, the co-ordinators are not yet fully
engaged in helping to raise standards in different subjects. For example, thereis no regular
clear andysis of work in the pupils books that would enable staff to see how learning
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develops as pupils move through the school.  Although subject co-ordinators have a clearly
delegated role, there is no clear structure that enables the headteacher to evaluate the work
of the different members of Staff.

There is a shared commitment to improvement within the school. The chairman of the
governing body together with the governing body provides purposeful leadership. Some
governors are linked to specific curriculum areas. Link governors vist school and consult
closdly with co-ordinators, reporting back to the governing body with their findings.
Governors have the full range of committees that dedl with grounds and buildings, hedth and
safety, curriculum, finance and personnd. The committee sructure is both efficient and
effective.

The governing body has a satisfactory understanding of the school’s main strengths and
weaknesses. |n partnership with the headteacher and staff, governors have recently
completed avery clear and comprehensive plan for school improvement (School
Development Plan or SDP). The plan was written as the result of governors and staff
spending aday deciding on what needed to be done to raise standards in the school .
Governors are aware of, and are beginning to use, the principles of best vaue to evaluate
the work of the school.

The governing body complies fully with statutory requirements. For example, the school is
implementing the required processes for performance management, and annua performance
targets are st for the headteacher and teaching staff.

The school has made a satisfactory start in designing a sdlf-evauation programme. This
includes andlysis of test data, the scrutiny of pupils books, teachers planning records and
lesson obsarvations. Priority has been given to evauating work in English, mathematics and
science, and improvements have occurred in these subjects. At the time of the ingpection,
the data collected from the different monitoring exercises was not being evduated in a
systematic way. Asaresult, theimpact of the monitoring on raising the standards atained
by pupilsis limited.

The co-ordinator for specia educationa needs, appointed to the school in September 2003,
is providing good leadership. She works closdly with staff to ensure that this group of pupils
is safe, secure and progressing well. The area of specid educational needs has a high profile
in the school. The school has pupils with awide range of specid educationa needs and the
co-ordinator has worked hard to ensure that they are catered for as effectively as possible.
Currently, much of the co-ordinator’swork with pupils is undertaken away from the pupils
classrooms. It isnot clear how thiswork relates closely to work in the classroom. More
effective support would be provided if the co-ordinator worked aongside the class teacher.
The co-ordinator is employed for the equivaent of one day aweek. With the reatively
large proportion of specia educationa needs pupils in the schoal, thisistoo little.

The new government requirements for pupils with specia educationa needs are being
implemented. The governing body has agreed a whole-school gpproach to specid
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educationa needs and to the Disability Act, and training and development of aspects of the
curriculum are fully integrated into the school improvement plan.

Good use is made of income that is designated for aparticular purpose. In particular, the
money identified to support pupils with specia educational needsiswell targeted. Other
specific grants have been used effectively, particularly those relating to staff professiona
development and the implementation of the national srategies for literacy and numeracy.

Good systems are in place for the administration and day-to-day management of the
school’ sfinancid affairs. The school secretary is very effective and has accessto an
appropriate range of technology to support her work.

All statutory systems pertaining to the performance management of the headteacher and
teechersarein place. Financid control of the budget by the governorsis effective and the
principles of best value are applied to financial decisons.

Teaching staff have a good range of qualifications and experience. The quality
and size of the accommodation are satisfactory. Generally, learning resources are
satisfactory in terms of their range and quality.

Staff are hard working and generous with their time. They have good access to professiond
development opportunities, including support from the Loca Education Authority’s
ingpectors and advisory teachers.

The school accommodation iswell maintained. Attractive displays of pupils work enhance
the school environment. Classrooms are generdly of agood size. However, the temporary
accommodation used by the Year 6 pupilsistoo small and rediricts the activities that can be
underteken. The hal isused effectively; agood range of physical education equipment isa
feature of the hall.

During the week of the ingpection, the cleaners kept the building very clean and the Ste free
from litter. The governors have been active in keeping the building well maintained.
Governors have al aspects of hesth and safety proceduresin place.

The school’ s learning resources are satisfactory across the curriculum. Resources are used
well in lessons. The recently developed suite of Igptop computers provides pupils with good
opportunities to develop their computer skills. The school library does not provide pupils
with sufficient opportunities to carry out their own research;, it islimited in itsimpact on
teaching and learning.

Thelast ingpection judged the schools' |eadership and management to be good. The
difficulties the school has experienced since that inspection have meant that the leadership
and management have not developed. However, under the careful guidance of the new
headteacher there is evidence to indicate that improvements are now occurring.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?
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The school governors, in conjunction with the headteacher and staff, should take the
following actions to raise sandards in the schoal.

@

)

©)

(4)

Raise gandardsin pupils English, particular in writing, by:

reviewing the way the time given to developing the pupils writing skillsis being
used;

ensuring that as skills are developed pupils are provided with opportunities to
use the skillsin different contexts;

providing gtaff with the opportunity to review the way that pupils writing is
developing so that further improvements become integrated into the process,
broadening the strategies used by pupilsin developing al aspects of reading.

Provide work for individua pupils that is more congstently matched to their differing
levels of atanment by:

using assessment data more effectively, to establish the present level of
atanment of individua pupils,

designing learning opportunities that take pupils onto the next stage of learning
from this established position;

ensuring that the work provided for the highest attaining pupils dways provides
them with the necessary leve of challenge.

Develop aclear and congstent approach to marking pupils work by:

reviewing the school’ s assessment and recording practices,

developing and agreeing a clear gpproach to marking pupils work that is used
inaconsgent way in al dasses,

ensuring that teachers marking comments relate to the purpose of the lessons
and identifies how work can be improved;

reviewing, on aregular bas's, a sample of pupils work to monitor and evaluate
the use of the new procedures.

Further develop the role of subject co-ordinators by:

providing training that gives co-ordinators an enhanced understanding of their
role

developing the monitoring role of co-ordinators so that they use the data
available to evauate the school’ s overal performance in the different subjects of
the curriculum.

The school hasidentified dl the issuesin its development plan.

(Further reference to the above issues can be found in paragraph numbers 1, 8, 9, 12,
13, 14, 15, 16, 23, 31, 32, 36, 43, 48, 50, 56, 61, 66, 67, 83, 90, 102, 103, 107, 155,
156, 161, 163, 164, 168, 171, 172, 176, 181, 183, 191, 193, 194, 197, 205, 216, 219,
220, 233, 242, 252, 254, 255, 261, 269, 278, 285, 308)
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In addition the governors need to take the appropriate actions to address the following more
minor issues.
review the arrangements for the admission of part-time pupils to the foundation stage, so
that the these arrangements provide staff with the minimum amount of difficulty when
planning the provison;
ensure that lessons start promptly.
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed 39
Number of discussions with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 26
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
Number 0 4 19 13 3 0 0
Percentage 0 10 49 3 8 0 0

The table gives the number and percentage of |essons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching. Care should be taken when inter preting these percentages as each |esson represents more than two percentage points.

I nformation about the school’ s pupils

Pupilson the school’sroll Nursery YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) na 170
Number of full-time pupils known to be eigible for free school meds na 31
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery YR-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of specid educational needs na 9
Number of pupils on the school’s specid educational needs register na 41
English asan additional language No of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additiona language 3
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 13
Pupils who left the school other than at the usua time of leaving 13
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Attendance

Authorised absence

Unauthorised absence

% %
School data 6.1 School data 0.0
National comparative data 54 National comparative data 0.5
Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.
Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2)
Year Boys Girls Total
Number of registered pupilsin final year of Key Stage 1 for the latest 2002 15 12 27
reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Boys 11 12 11
Numbers of pupilsat NC Girls 1 10 10
level 2 and above
Total 22 2 21
Percentage of pupils School 81(87) 81(83) 78 (83)
at NC level 2 or above National 84 (84) 86 (86) 90 (91)
Teachers' Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 12 13 11
Numbers of pupilsat NC Girls 1 1 8
level 2 and above
Total 23 24 19
Percentage of pupils School 85 (80) 89 (87) 70 (73)
at NC level 2 or above National 85 (85) 89 (89) 89 (89)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6)

Year Boys Girls Total

Number of registered pupilsin final year of Key Stage 2 for the latest 2002 15 12 27
reporting year

National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Boys
Numbers of pupilsat NC Girls
level 4 and above
Total 13 17 16
Percentage of pupils School 48 (61) 63 (48) 59 (83)
at NC level 4 or above National 75 (75) 73 (71) 86 (87)
Teachers' Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys
Numbers of pupilsat NC Girls
level 4 and above
Total 15 13 18
Percentage of pupils School 56 (70) 48 (70) 67 (91)
at NC level 4 or above National 73 (72) 74 (74) 82 (82)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.

* The results show that less than ten boys or ten girls achieved Level 4 at Key Stage 2. Therefore, because of
this only the total number of pupils achieving Level 4 are shown in the tables.
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Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin thelast school year

Categoriesused in the Annual School Census

No of pupils
onroll

Number of
fixed period
exclusions

Number of
permanent
exclusions

White — British

R

2

0

White—Irish

White — any other White background

Mixed —White and Black Caribbean

Mixed —White and Black African

Mixed —Whiteand Asian

Mixed — any other mixed background

Asian or Asian British— Indian

Asian or Asian British— Pakistani

Asian or Asian British— Bangladeshi

Asian or Asian British —any other Asian background

Black or Black British — Caribbean

Black or Black British — African

Black or Black British —any other Black background

Chinese

Any other ethnic group

o|jlolo|lolo|lo|]o|]o|]o|]o|]o]J]o|]o]|]o | o

No ethnic group recorded

oO|lolw|lo|l]o|lo|lo|j]o|]o|]o|]o|»NM|O|O|O|O

o

oO|lo|lojlo|lo|lo|lo|]ojl]o|lo|]o|]o|]o|o|o | oo

The table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only. It gives the number of exclusions, which may be different fromthe

number of pupils excluded.
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Teachers and classes

Qualified teachersand classes: YR -Y6

Financial information

Total number of qudified teachers 7.5 Financia year 2001/2002
(FTE)
Number of pupils per qualified 22.6
teacher
Average class size 28.3 £
Education support staff: YR-Y6 Totd income 374735
Tota number of education support 9 Tota expenditure 404666
staff
Total aggregate hours worked per 219 Expenditure per pupil 2312
week
FTE means full-time equivalent. Balance brought forward from 61571
previous year
Balance carried forward to next 31640
year
Recruitment of teachers
Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years 2.2
Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years 17
Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE) 0
Number of vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE) 15
Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less 0

than one term (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturnrate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes schoal.
My child is making good progressin schoal.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

The teaching is good.
| am kept well informed about how my child is
getting on.

I would feel comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The schoal is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outside lessons.

Number of questionnaires sent out 175
Number of questionnaires returned 32
Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know
72 22 6 0 0
56 44 0 0 0
41 16 3 3
2 59 19 0 0
50 47 0 3 0
31 41 25 3 0
59 16 22 3 0
56 44 0 0 0
28 47 16 9 0
31 59 9 0 0
55 35 10 0 0
31 53 12 0 3
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PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE

CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

120
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The provision made for children in the reception class (Foundation Stage) is good.
Children are on course to achieve the expected levels for five-year-olds, in the six
areas of learning identified in the national guidance. These judgementsare
similar to those made at the time of the last inspection.

Children gtart as full-time membersin the reception class in three groups with entry in
September, January and April. Before attending full-time, they attend part-time for two
terms, some in the morning and some in the afternoon.  This arrangement, whilst beneficid to
the children, does present some adminigtrative and planning chalengesfor Saff. At thetime
of the ingpection there were twenty full-time and eeven part-time children in the class.
Additiond part-time children will join the group in the summer term. The dose links being
developed with the local nursery provision, attended by many of the children, enable them to
settle well as part-time children. The school aso has good links with parents; home vists
are undertaken prior to children starting school.

Teaching in the Foundation Stage is good overdl. The teacher’swork with children is
based on thorough and detailed plans, this good use of the nationa guidance for the age
group. The teacher takes good account of the need to prepare the children for the
expectations of the literacy and numeracy drategies, when they moveinto Year 1. At the
sametime, the teacher’ s planning takes full account of the very youngest children. This
approach is most effective when children work in small groups. In sesson where the
teaching was less successful, the teacher over-directed much of the work. Children were
not given enough opportunity to take respongibly for their learning.

The children are assessed on entry to school as part-time children, using Cornwall’s
Basdline Assessment scheme. Assessment information is regularly updated. Parents are
involved in these assessments. Results from these assessments show that overdl, the
children enter school with levels of attainment below those found nationdly.

The support given by the teaching assstants is good and they contribute to the assessment of
children’s progress. The staff work effectively as ateam and support one another.

Per sonal, social and emotional development

125

Inthis area of learning the teaching is very good. The adults foster the children’s persond,
socia and emotiond development at every opportunity. They interact and intervenein the
learning; this gpproach has a pogtive impact. The routines of the classroom are well
established. The adults working with the children have clear expectations of behaviour and
children are aware of these. The children are given alot of positive reinforcement and
encouragement. They are trested with care and sengtivity so that they develop the
confidence to seek help and support, asthey need it. Children with specia educationa
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needs are well supported both individualy and in group Stuations. Teaching assstants give
prompts and reminders that enable children to participate fully in the activity.

I ngpection evidence shows that children are on track to achieve the expected standard, for
children of this age, by the end of the Foundation Stage. During the ingpection the children
demongtrated very postive attitudes to learning. Relationships were very good. They are

keen and eager to learn and enjoy their learning. Many initiate conversations with adults.

Many children demonstrate good levels of involvement in their activities. For example, when
cregting a collage of different textures. The older children co-operate well with the younger
part-time children who attend in the afternoon.

The children ‘sgnin’ for snack time. They are encouraged to make independent choices
and talk to other children a the table. Mot of the children dress and undress independently
and show good levels of independence when using resources, for example, when using
materials and tools for printing. Children are very good a clearing away after activities.

Communication, language and literacy
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Teaching in thisarea of learning isgood. The teacher provides a simulating classroom
environment that promotes language and literacy development. The teacher’s careful
planning ensures that al aspects of children’s development in this area of learning are
fogtered. Basic skillsare wdll taught through arange of activities. For example, the teacher
used puppets to play a game that helped children identify the fina sound in aword. The
daff take every opportunity to develop the children’s spesking and listening skills which are
below average on entry to school. Children’s contributions are valued and they quickly gain
the confidence to speak out in alarge group. The children who had attended Breskfast
Club were keen to share their experiences with the whole class.

Children make good progress. They enjoy listening to stories in groups and individudly.
The older children are learning to recognise key words and many are able to build up smple
three-letter words using their phonic knowledge. A lower-attaining child was able to read
many simple common words in areading book. Others are developing greeter fluency in
reading more demanding books. Many of the older children are able to identify the find
sound in aword and find the letters to represent the sound, for example, finding ck, ss, sh
and ch soundsinwords. The children could sequence the story of the * Fire Hunt” which
they had developed from the more familiar ‘ Bear Hunt’; they were able to talk about what
has happened in the story and to make predictions about the end of the story.

Children are beginning to write independently and are encouraged in their early attempts to
write. The higher-attaining pupils are able to make good attempts at independent writing
and spdl words phoneticaly. In ashared writing sesson, higher-attaining children were able
to discriminate between speech bubbles and thought bubbles. They were able to make
suggestions about what the animals might say or be thinking. The lower-attaining children
wrote animal noisesin their speech bubbles. The teacher moddlled writing well with the use
of astoryboard and the children made positive contributions to the text being composed.
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Resources are used well to support the development of good |etter formation. Lower-
attaining children, including some with specia educationa needs, used a table-top sand-tray
to form letter shapes; others used white boards. They are al able to form large |etter shapes
inthe air usng big am movements,

Activities are mogt effective in promoting learning when they are closaly matched to the
children’sneeds. The teaching assstants give good support to this area of children’s
development.

Mathematical development

133

134

135

Satisfactory teaching was observed in this area of children’s development. The teacher used
awide range of opportunities to reinforce number skills, including counting children,
shopping, games outside and rhymes and songs. The classroom has an appropriate range of
resources to support mathematical development. Higher-attaining children were able to
extend an activity, which wasinitidly led by the teacher, by adding ‘ more seatsto the bus
and matching the numbers up to 20. Many demongtrated their ability to count beyond 20
and some children were able to recognise numbersto 20. When six passengers were on the
bus most children were able to say that one more was needed to make seven and some
knew that two more were needed to make nine. This activity was too difficult for many of
the youngest children; they would have benefited from an dternative, less demanding
activity. The gaff use mathematica language well and the purpose of the learning is dways
shared with the children.

Most children are on track to achieve the nationally expected standard by the end of the
Foundation Stage. Children make at least satisfactory progressin relation to their
mathemética atainment on entry to school.

Children have a good understanding of important mathematical language. For example,
when using shape tiles agroup of children were able to identify and name triangles, squares,
rectangles, and ‘half acircle’. Opportunities are created to make children aware of the use
of mathematicd ideasin everyday Stuaions. For example, in the shop they had a purse of
coins and atill which they used to make purchases.

Knowledge and under standing of theworld
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Teaching in thisarea of the children’s development is satisfactory.

The mgority of children are on course to attain the expected standard for this area of their
development by the end of the Foundation Stage. Overdll, they make satisfactory progress
in relaion to their atainment on entry.

Children are encouraged to explore the loca area and can talk about their vist to thefire
gation. One child explained where the fire Sation is Stuated in relaion to her home. The
children took photographs to record their visit and they could describe what they had seen.
The children are introduced to computers and use the class computer well, individualy and
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in pairs, to produce patterns, pictures and writing. They can identify the parts of the
computer and use the mouse efficiently. The use of Igptops with agroup of children was
less successful. Insufficient support was given for them to make satisfactory progress.

Children play confidently with arange of congtruction and moddling materias. Inthe
outdoor areathey grow plants and observe the effects of the wind on the windsock. One
child was able to explain that ‘it blew in different directions when the wind was
different’.

The teacher provides for arange of experiences that alows the children to explore different
shapes and textures. The children made fruit salad, discussing the smilarities and differences
between the fruits. They handled ice cubes and talked about whet the ice felt like. The
teacher used afedly bag for children to identify objects by touch.

Physical development
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The teaching in this area of the children’s development is good.

Children achieve well and most are on track to attain the expected standard for their age
group. The children have accessto the hdl, a secure courtyard and the school playground
during playtime. These provides a good range of opportunities

Children move safely and with confidence in the outdoor areas and the hdl. In the physical
education lesson observed, the children followed clear ingtructions given by the teacher.
They showed a good awareness of themselves and others as they moved around the hall
using the space well. The children practised throwing and catching, many demondirating
good hand to eye co-ordination. The children were aware of their hearts besting faster after
running.

Thereis good provison within the classroom for them to develop their finer movements,
using scissors, felt pens, the mouse on the computer, threading and construction materials.
They use large body movements to respond to songs and rhymes such as the dinosaur song
and when playing parachute games.

In the smal secure outdoor area, the children use hopscotch to practise counting skills.
Children have regular access to thisarea and it is used well to support the development of
the youngest children. The mgority of children move confidently around the playground
when joining the older pupils at playtime.

Creative development
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Teaching in thisarea of the children’s development is very good,
The children make good progress and have awide range of experiences. The classisvery

well resourced for most aspects of creetive development. However, role-play could well be
enhanced by the introduction of items representing other cultures. Children are encouraged
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to investigate and use awide range of materids and techniques. They attain standards that
are good for this age group and are well on course to achieve the standards expected for
children at the end of the Foundation Stage.

The provison for creative development isvery good. The children have accessto awide
variety of experiences such as experimenting with colours and patterns on the light box, and
smoothing the wool when making felt with avigting felt-maker. They explore textures and
colour and are given opportunities to develop their ideas. One group created textured
paper with ‘crimpers and made a collage. They talked about the colours and what the
papers fdt like when textured.

The children enjoy participating in Snging and in using ingruments to explore sound.

The outdoor area has a ‘weaving wal’ where children can use materids to create patterns
on the large netting. The children use the computer regularly to create patterns, pictures and
illugtrate sories. They are given many opportunities to develop their imagination, for
example through stories, discusson and role-play. Sengtive intervention by the adults helps
children to develop confidently.

The teacher has agood understanding of the children’s needsin this area of development
and iswell supported by the teaching assstants.

These judgements are Smilar to those reported after the last ingpection.

ENGLISH
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In the 2002 tests for eleven-year-olds, the school’ sresultsin English were well
below the national average and very low compared to levels of attainment in
similar schools. In thetestsfor seven-year-olds the schools results were below the
national average in reading and writing. Over the period of the last three yearsthe
school’ s results have been consistently below the national average. Pupils make at
least satisfactory and often good progressin reading. Progressin writing isnot as
consistent, and in Years 3 to 6 it is often unsatisfactory. Teachingin English is
satisfactory overall.

Nationd tests for seven-year-olds in 2002 show that pupils results were below the nationa
average for reading and well below average in writing. The pattern is the same when
compared to Smilar schools for reading but, in writing, standards were well below the
average. Mogt of the present Year 2 pupils are on track to attain the nationa expected
standards for seven-year-olds in reading and writing.

Last year there was a decline in the school’ s test results for eeven-year-olds, including those

ataining & the higher level. The overdl lower gandardsin English are largdly aresult of low
gandardsin writing & al levels, especidly for boys.
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Work in the books and folders of the present Y ear 6 pupils show standards that vary in
quadlity, overdl, they are lower than those typically seen for the age group. In particular the
development of pupils writing skillsis unsatisfactory. Thereisllittle evidence to indicate that
pupils are given enough opportunities to write in anumber of different forms and gyles.
Pupils progressin the lessons observed during the ingpection was mainly stisfactory. The
satisfactory progress was mainly due to lessons that lacked pace. Too often pupils spent
great amounts of time just listening to the teacher. The dower than expected rate of
progress is having a negative impact on the standards that pupils attain. Work in the books
of Year 2 pupils, including those who have specia educationd needs, shows good progress
since the gart of the school year.

Throughout the schoal, pupils are confident speakers, showing levels of attainment that are
often higher than that expected for their age. In English lessons, pupils listen attentively,
sometimes for long periods of time. They speak clearly, with well-developed vocabulary
and are confident to share thair ideas and suggestions with others. In the most effective
lessons, good use is made of ‘taking partners' to rehearse ideas prior to suggesting them to
the class. During the week of ingpection there were some good examples of paired
discussion and collaborative working. For example, in one whole-class writing activity in the
Year 2 Class, pupils were keen to point out the ‘errors in punctuation that the teacher had
made deliberately. Year 3 and 4 pupils were so enjoying the teacher’ s reading of the text
‘Zagazoo' that they joined in with gusto, at key pointsin the text. These pupilslearned
about the importance of agood narrator in asssting the audience s interpretation of the
characters actions. Pupilsin Year 6 are able to discuss their work, with some clarity. They
know which work and activities they enjoy and those that they don’t and are able to give
clear reasonsfor their preferences. Lower-attaining pupils, and those with specia
educationa needs, benefit from the support offered by teaching assstants, who re-phrase
questions and encouraged pupils responses. In one class, this support helped to keep a
pupil, whose behaviour was chdlenging, fully engaged in the whole class activity.

Inthe Year 1 and 2 classes, atainment in reading isin line with that found nationdly.
Higher-attaining pupils read with agood level of confidence, fluency and enjoyment. They
aticulate dearly and have a dlear understanding of narretive. Pupils of average attainment
are reasonably accurate and fluent and make a good attempt to read unfamiliar words, using
phonic and contextua dtrategies. They can talk about the eventsin the book and predict
what might happen next. One Y ear 2 pupil, who was reading ‘ Camping Adventure’ aso
enjoyed reading other books at home, her favourite being, ‘ The House'. Lower-attaining
pupils have amore limited range of srategies, usng mainly phonic knowledge to hep them
overcome hestancy. At thiskey stage, pupils know the difference between fiction and non-
fiction books. They are able to choose appropriate books for their work and know how to
find the contents page and index. In literacy lessons, pupils are particularly interested in
non-fiction texts. For example, in Year 2, pupils were fascinated by text in the Big Book
about ‘ Shakes'. They learned the meaning of quite difficult words, such as‘digest’ and
were able to describe the process, when asked.

InYear 6, higher ataining pupils are skilled, expressive and fluent readers, tackling books
with a sophidticated range of meaning and vocabulary. One pupil was enjoying, ‘ The Lord
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of the Rings' and another was reading one of the Harry Potter books. Both were able to
discuss the reasons for their choices with maturity. Average readers dso make their own
choices of books and their reading is mainly accurate, with a high level of sdf-correction.
However, their knowledge of authors outside the most popular, such as Roald Dahl or JK
Rowling ismore limited. The reading of lower-attaining pupilsisless fluent and has ahigh
leve of inaccuracy. They use phonic knowledge to read text, not dways correctly, and they
gruggle with unfamiliar words. Asaresult, pupils often lose the thread of the text and have
difficulty working out the word within its context.

Overdl, resources for fiction are satisfactory dthough those for non-fiction are more limited.
The school has recognised the need to enhance provison and has, over the last two years,
systematically targeted funding towards the acquisition of more fiction and non-fiction

books, including sets of books for guided reading. The school buysinto the Schools Library
Service and finds this agood way of enhancing the resources within the school. Pupils were
observed usng the smdl nonHfiction library. Thereis ashortage of spacein which to
edtablish alarger library area. Research skills are soundly promoted within projects and
pupils have individud ‘Library Skills' booklets, which they complete and keep as a
reference guide.

By Year 2, pupils attain tandards in writing that are typical for the age group. Higher
attaining pupils atain standards above those typicaly found for seven-year-olds. By Year
6, attainment is below that typicaly found for the age group. The mgority of pupils are not
on track to attain the national average a Leve 4 by the end of the school year. Smilarly,
attainment for the higher ataining pupils, a Levd 5, isbelow average. The atainment of
boysin writing is particularly low and sgnificantly lower than thet of girls.

Throughout the school pupils write for avariety of purposes and audiences. Thisisa
marked feature of work in English. InYear 2, pupils practise their spelling and punctuation
skills through independent and guided writing. They make links with other curriculum aress,
for example, as part of their work on ‘Living Things' they are keeping ‘Bean Diaries and
are recording the growth of their broad beans each week. There are some good quality
poems on display, entitled, ‘ After Dark’. These are word-processed, rich in adjectives and
use repetition to give atmosphere. Pupilsin Year 1, recount their favourite stories. A
selection of these, from pupils of arange of abilities, are displayed under the headings, ‘|
liked the bit when...” and, ‘It was funny when...". These reflect the range of abilities, with
some pupils using capitd letters and full stops correctly inwriting three lines of text.

Y ear 6, pupils have covered an appropriate range of writing activities. Thisincludes non-
chronologica writing on * Sharks', abiography of “Winston Churchill”, writing based on
‘Macbeth’, arguments for and againg * Should a bypass be built on the school field?’ and
the re-writing of alegend, ‘ The Boy from Harlem'. However, dthough thereis good
coverage, the activities are frequently the same for dl pupils, regardiess of their levels of
attainment, and do not aways sufficiently build upon what the pupils aready know and can
do. Asareault, lower-attaining pupils struggle to complete the work and higher-attaining
pupils are not sufficiently challenged. Although thereis some evidence of re-drafting work in
rough books, there are few example of extended writing. Spelling for the average and
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lower-attaining pupils can be inconsstent. The lack of a coherent and comprehensve
gpproach for developing pupils writing skillsis akey factor in the lower than expected
levels of atanment.

The school has recognised the need to improve writing. Thisis an important element of the
School Development Plan. There is a handwriting policy that reinforces the key principles
the school will follow. Handwriting has been given a high profile and pupils must apply for a
‘penlicence’. Inthisscheme, pupils are dlowed to apply for their licence when the quality
of their work in pencil is of asuitable sandard. They are presented with their licence and
new fountain pen in assembly. Pupils must re-apply for their licence each year. Thisisa
good drategy that promotes positive attitudes towards writing and encourages pupilsto
write with suitable equipment, for example, penswith nibsand ink. Letter formation and
presentation show consderable improvement following the granting of the pen licence.

Thereis some use of ICT in this subject but examples of work are limited. No computers
were observed being used in literacy lessons during the inspection.

Overall, teaching seen in English was satisfactory. In the Year 1 and 2 classes, the
guality of teaching observed was good. In the Year 3 to 6 classes, it was
satisfactory.

In total, nine lessons were observed during the inspection. In two lessons, teaching was
good. Ingx lessonsit was satisfactory. In one lesson teaching was unsatisfactory.

In the best lessons, teachers used the literacy hour to good effect, placing the right emphasis
on text, sentence and word leve activities, linking them effectively with the subsequent group
tasks and targets for improvement. These lessons were well balanced and had a good pace
throughout. Teachers have good subject knowledge. They plan thoroughly, showing what
pupils of dl abilities are expected to learn. Planning records contain briefing notes for
teaching assi stants who, as aresult, give good support to pupils with specia educationa
needs, they make good progress. Higher-attaining pupils are not dways suitable challenged.

Teachers use arange of drategies to engage and enthuse pupils. For example, pupils use
individua whiteboardsto try out their ideas before showing the teacher. Teachers
questioning is open and skilful in getting thoughtful responses. For example, ‘Why did the
Billy Goats Gruff want to cross the bridge? Teachers use interesting resources,
sometimes demondtrating reading and writing that they share with pupils. Teachers know
and manage their pupils very well.

In the best lessons teachers use the last part of the sesson well. They make an assessment
of what pupils have learnt, matched againg the objectives for the lesson and the individua
targets for improvemen.

Overdl teachers marking of pupils work is unsatisfactory. Where teachers marking is

mogt effective comments written in pupils books are positive and include advice for
improvement; this gpproach is very limited. Thereislittle evidence of marking that provides
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pupils with clear guidance about ways in which they could improve the quaity of their
writing.

When teaching was satisfactory, there were some common areas of weakness. In lessons,
including the one that was unsatisfactory, the work planned was not sufficiently well matched
to meet the needs of the pupils. Asaresult, the higher-attaining pupils were not sufficiently
challenged. When workshesets are used, not dl are named, filed, dated or marked. Asa
consequence, it is difficult for teachers to monitor, and assess, pupils progress across the
range of work undertaken.

Overdl, the strategies for teaching literacy skills have undergone some development and are
satisfactory. They contribute to pupils very good attitudes to English. Pupils behave very
well, get on well together and can aso work on their own. They persevere with tasks and
have pogtive atitudes to reading and writing activities.

The leadership of English in the school by the co-ordinator is satisfactory.

The co-ordinator provides satisfactory leadership in the subject. There has been
consderable support from the Loca Education Authority in the development of literacy.
The weaknesses in writing, spdlling and low overdl levels of attainment at the end of Key
Stage 2 have been identified and there are appropriate plans to improve provision. For
example, astructured programme has been introduced to support improvement in pelling
and pupils are regularly tested. The most recent analyses of results show that pupils have
made sound progress over the course of the academic year. The ‘ Target booklets have
been a helpful addition and raise the profile of individud targets for improvement. In
addition, a self-marking grid has been introduced but thisis not used consstently acrossthe
school.

The subject co-ordinator and headteacher have a cycle for monitoring the qudity of teaching
and learning in English. The information gained from these visits has not been sufficiently
evauated to help the school identify strength and wesknesses in English teaching, so that
improvements can been made to teaching and the standards attained by pupils improved.
Further analyses of standards in the school need to be undertaken especially where there are
differences in attainment, for example, between boys and girls.

A common formet for planning work in literacy has been introduced throughout the schooal.
This helps to ensure consistency of approach, however, some teachers planning is more
detailed than others. There are weaknesses in identifying the different levels of task for
different groups and providing chalenge for the higher-attaining pupils. Thereisasufficent
variety of resourcesto support teaching. The use of ICT to assst learning needsto be
further devel oped.

Over the last two years the school has made sound progressin developing the provision of

English. However, compared with the last ingpection, there has not been the expected
improvement in sandards in English.
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I nspection evidence indicates that throughout the school, standardsin
mathematics areimproving. There are more Year 6 pupilson track to attain the
level expected nationally for that age group than there were last year. In the 2002
testsfor eleven-year-olds, the school’ s results were well below those obtained by
schools nationally and well below those for similar schools. The results of tests for
eleven-year-olds fell considerably in the year following the last inspection. They
have improved steadily over thelast three years. In the national tests for
seven-year-ol ds the school’ s results have been below the national average. Pupils
make good progress in mathematics as they move through the school. The quality
of teaching is good overall. The management of the subject needs to be
consolidated and strengthened. The provision for mathematicsis generally good.

Pupils overd| performance in mathematics has fluctuated since the last ingpection in 1997.
However, there has been a steady increase in the percentage of pupils reaching the
nationally expected Leve 4 over the lagt three years. Although the school’ s resultsin the
2002 nationd tests for eeven-year-olds were well below the nationa average, over forty
percent of the pupilsin that group had specia needs. When the results of the same group of
pupilsin the 1998 tests for seven-yeas-olds are analysed, it is apparent that they made
above average progress from very low levels of attainment. The current Y ear 6 pupils have
aso made significant progress since their nationa tests for seven-year-olds.

A scrutiny of thework in Year 2 and Y ear 6 mathematics books indicated that the work
covered is broadly in line with that expected for their respective age groups. However, the
evidence in books dso indicated that pupils of differing abilities are often being set the same
problems, rather than work being more appropriately matched to their needs. Lower-
attaining pupils often complete the task with substantia support from teaching assigtants.
Higher-attaining pupils move on to more chalenging problems, but only once they have
finished the relatively eader work

In discussion, Year 6 pupils can explain the drategies they use to solve mathematical
problems. Lower-attaining pupils have a good understanding of the way the position of the
decimal point affects the value of a number; they can calculate percentages and are able to
multiply two-digit numbers by asingle-digit number. Average- and higher-attaining pupils
are very secure in their mental processes and are eager to explain arange of strategies, for
example, rounding numbers when multiplying a two-digit number by another two-digit
number. They are able to gpply menta and ora skillsin a confident, logica way when
solving mathematical problems; they used their skillsto good effect in lessons on ratio and
proportion. Discussions with pupils, and observations in lessons, confirmed that pupils of
average and above average ability are on track to attain the nationaly expected Level 4 by
the end of the school year. A small number of pupils are on track to attain the higher Leve
5.

I nspection evidence shows that pupils enter the school with varied levels of attainment, but
overdl they are lower than that found nationdly. The evidence indicates that during their
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timein the school, pupils progressin mathematicsis at least satisfactory and often good.
Assessment procedures are in place to enable the schoal to track pupils progress, from
year to year. However, the assessments need to be evauated in a more rigorous way to
enable the schoal to further raise sandards in mathematics. The work that teachers set for
pupils does not take enough account of what assessments show about each pupil’s
mathematica strengths and weeknesses. Thereis, however, a srong commitment within the
school to raise standards further and to enable every pupil to achieve the best they can.

With the introduction of the eements of the Nationad Numeracy Strategy, pupils are making
good progressin menta caculations. |CT was effectively used ina'Year 3 lesson to further
develop pupils understanding of fractions and was successful in motivating and sustaining
interest. Evidence from classroom displays indicates that pupils are using and gpplying their
mathematica skillsin practical and imaginaive ways. For example, inthe Years4 and 5
class, pupils had planned a party, and in the Year 1 class pupils had made paper hat, clothes
and belt to fit amember of the class posing as‘ The Paper Bag Princess. Good use of
measurement was also observed ina'Y ear 2 science lesson when pupils were investigating
the ‘dretch’ of dadtic. All these experiences are hdping pupils to view mathematicsin its
wider context.

Pupils who have been identified as having specid educationd needs make good progress.
Teaching assstants provide them with vauable support by moddling strategies, providing
clear explanations and the use of effective questioning. This method dlows pupilsto
succeed with tasksin lessons. Their progress would be further enhanced if the pupils were
provided with smpler problems that alowed them to move on to solving the problems
independently of an adult.

Overall the quality of teaching and learning observed during the inspection was
good. In onelesson teaching was judged to be satisfactory and in the other fiveit
was judged to be good. There was no unsatisfactory teaching. The quality of
teaching and learning has improved since the last inspection.

Teachers throughout the school are implementing the National Numeracy Strategy
effectively as each class has a daly mathematics lesson that focuses on developing the
pupils numeracy skills. Thereis condgstency in the use of the recommended three sections
for each lesson. Overdl, the menta and oral eementsin the introductions are good. In the
main part of the lesson, learning is mogt effective when pupils are set tasks that are planned
to match their varying abilities. The summing up period is used well to check gainsin
knowledge and understanding.

Lessons are well planned and pupils are clear about what they are going to learn. Teachers
make effective use of questioning to develop pupils' idess or to reinforce their earlier
learning. Mentd work is conducted at a good pace and effective use is made of individua
whiteboards for pupils to record their answers, ensuring that al pupils are engaged and
interacting in lessons. Resources are used well to support teaching and learning. For
example, inaYear 2 lesson the teacher used alarge 100 square and a paper cross of five
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squares to cover adjacent numbers. This required pupils to count on and back in both ones
and tensin order to identify the hidden numbers.

Pupils are well managed and teachers set a good pace to lessons. For exampleinaYear 1
classthe pupilsweretold: ‘1" m going to stop you in two minutes and you will need to be
able to give me some answers . Lower-ataining pupils are kept involved through good
support from teaching assstants. Good rel ationships throughout the school and appropriate
use of support srategies such as ‘tak partners enable al pupils to be confident about
volunteering answers and explaining their menta strategies. All pupils gain from this open
exchange of problem solving. For example, during a'Y ear 6 lesson on pie charts a higher-
attaining pupil recognised that a particular portion of a pie chart was smilar to afive-minute
segment of the clock, and explained that this was one twelfth. Other pupilsjoined in the
discussion pointing out that a quarter of the chart was like, * fifteen minutes on the clock’.

Teachers adapt their questioning during the lesson to match the pupils' leve of
understanding. For example, in a'Year 6 lesson the teacher quickly redised that the
magority of pupils could not make the legp from counting on in positive decimals to counting
back in negative decimas, S0 she changed the problem to counting back in negetive whole
numbers. Once pupils were secure with this process she then progressed to counting back
in negative decimals and they al succeeded.

When teaching was judged to be satisfactory rather than good, it provided a sound base to
develop the pupils knowledge and understanding of mathematics. However, the overdl
qudity of learning would have improved if the activities undertaken by the pupils had been
more chalenging. For example, the most able pupil in aclass Year 3 pupilsfinished very
quickly and found the next problem *easy again - I’'mdoing themin my brain’. Whilethe
planning of the lesson waslogical, the pace of the lesson was dow. Both the teacher and
the teaching assstant provide sensitive support and dl pupils were well behaved.

Throughout the school pupils showed good, and often very good, attitudes in mathematics
lessons, they were well behaved. Pupils responded positively when chalenged and were
attentive and eager to contribute to lessons. They worked co-operatively when required
and maintained their concentration. Individua pupils presented their work tidily and
accurately.

Marking of pupils books needs to be devel oped to ensure that teachers comments relate
to the purpose of the work and help pupils understand how they could improve their
performance. For example, marking seen during the ingpection appeared to be limited to
comments about presentation or speed of work rather than the learning that had occurred or
the strategies used by the pupil.

Although teachers assessments are used to group pupils according to their prior
understanding of the subject, evidence gathered during the inspection indicated that this
gpproach was not being used in a congstent way to provide work that chalenged dl the
pupils. Higher attaining pupils were often expected to complete rdatively easy tasks before
they could move on to do more chalenging work. This gpproach dowed down their
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progressinlessons.  In addition, assessment is used to target extra support for pupils
through nationdly financed drategies.

Mathematics is managed by an enthusiastic co-ordinator who isrelatively new to
therole. He has made a good start in thisrole and is highly committed to
improvement across the school. The school has a well thought out plan to improve
standards in mathematics, the co-ordinator is responsible for leading and
monitoring this process.

The numeracy co-ordinator iswell supported by the senior management team and al Steff.
He meets with the numeracy governor to review progress. The mathematics scheme of
work is based on the National Numeracy Strategy and related unit plans. These have been
successfully incorporated into the teachers weekly plans. Teachers colour-code their
medium term overview of pupils learning to indicate whether pupils are secure in their
understanding. This method serves to remind staff, when they come to plan the following
term’ s work, which objectives need to be taught again, reinforced, or extended. This
approach is effective.

A range of good strategies has been introduced to support and develop the teaching of
mathematics. These include the co-ordinator’ s scrutiny of pupils books, monitoring of
lessons, andyds of data and the tracking of pupils progress through the school. These
drategies are not yet fully embedded in the work of the school. In particular, teachers il
do not adequatdly ensure that work for individua pupilsis consstently matched to their
differing levels of atainment.

Resources for mathemeatics throughout the school are satisfactory. In lessons pupils have
accessto arange of gppropriate materials to support and enhance their learning.

Evidence gathered during this ingpection indicates that the school has made good progressin
the provision for mathemetics since the last ingpection.

SCIENCE
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In the 2002 national tests for eleven-year-olds, the school’ s results were well below
the national average; they werein the bottom five percent. Over the period of the
last three years, the school’ s results have been consistently below the national
average. Inspection evidenceindicatesthat in Year 2 and Year 6 standardsin
science are below those found nationally, for the respective age groups. However,
the evidence indicates an improvement in standards over those of last year. Pupils
experience a good range of activities based on the national programme of work for
science.

The school’ s results in the 2002 nationd test for eeven-years-olds were very low. A
scrutiny of the results in the teechers assessments for the same group of pupils when they
were seven-year-olds indicates even lower slandards. 1n addition, over 40% of the pupils
were on the school’ s register of pupils with specid educationa needs. When these factors
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are taken together, the pupils made satisfactory progress as they moved from Year 2 to
Y ear 6.

InYear 2, the class teachers make assessments of seven-year-olds science attainment.
The 2002 assessments show that the percentage of pupils ataining a the expected Leved 2
was below the nationd average.

When the school’ s results for 2002 are compared to those of smilar schools, the results for
both seven and eleven-year-olds were in the bottom 5%.

Although the girls did dightly better than the boysin the nationd test for eevenryear-olds,
both groups of pupils attained standards that were much lower than those expected for the

age group.

Staff have undertaken an andyss of the school’ sresultsin nationd tests. A start has been
made in using the information gained to target areas of learning that are weakest. However,
at the time of the inspection the evidence from assessments was not being used in a
condstent way, to plan learning for groups of pupils with differing levels of attainment.
Although the pupils work was marked, there was little evidence to indicate that teachers
comments would help pupils understand how their work could be improved.

Despite these wesknesses in the work given to pupils, evidence gathered from examining the
pupils books, and through discusson with pupils, indicates a recent steedy improvement in
gandards. The standard of much of thiswork was in line with that seen nationdly.
Discusson with pupils supported this judgement. Year 6 pupils have a good understanding
of what condtitutes afair test. They can make predictions, experiment, observe and draw
conclusons. Their scientific knowledge is secure across the mgority of aspects of the
subject. For example, they have good understanding of the way particles change when
materids arein asolid, liquid or gaseous state. They are clear about important organsin the
human body. When asked, they were less sure about the units used to measure aforce.

The range of work planned by teachers and undertaken by pupils covers the nationa
programme for science, in abalanced and progressive manner. Planning of the topicsto be
taught has been updated and, along with a science palicy, is having an impact upon the
quality of the provision for science.

The school has made good efforts to improve practica science. This whole-school target
has been addressed very effectively. A science week provides al classes with the time to
develop the pupils understanding and use of scientific investigations. The pupils work
produced during the last science week is generally of agood quality.

Work in Year 6 books shows that a good range of scientific ideas have been covered.
Most pupils reveded that they had a good understanding of the need to control variables
when making a scientific investigation, for example, when measuring the time it took to
disolve sugar in water with different temperatures. The higher-attaining pupils were able to
predict the time taken and could explain their thinking.
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The newly purchased laptops are not yet being used sufficiently to enhance work in science.

Throughout the school, pupils have good attitudes to learning in science. They thoroughly
enjoy practica investigations and show that they can work together in co-operative and
sengbleways. Pupilsof dl levels of attainment make satisfactory progress as they move
through the school. Pupils with statements of educational need make good progress. They
are well supported by teaching ass stants who have a clear role in lessons.

The quality of teaching in science lessons observed during the inspection varied
from very good to unsatisfactory. Overall it was good.

Four lessons were observed. Teaching was very good in one, good in one, satisfactory in
one and unsatisfactory in the fourth.

In the lesson where teaching was very good the teacher showed a very good understanding
of the subject. His confidence was transmitted to the Y ear 6 pupils so that they were able
to undertake a chalenging investigetion in a mature way. At the beginning of the lesson the
results from a previous experiment were examined. These results suggested that sugar
dissolved quicker in warm water than in hot water. The pupils did not redly believe this.
With careful questioning, the teacher helped pupils to understand the need to take more than
one reading when undertaking an investigation. Pupils worked in pairs, to produce six
results for the different temperatures of water. When the sets of six results were examined a
good discussion followed, which enabled pupils to understand the need to ignore results that
were far removed from others. For example, one et of results clustered around 90
seconds, but one pair of pupils reported atime of 190 seconds. Pupils were quick to
discard the last result. By the end of the lesson there were clear gainsin the pupils
undergtanding of this aspect of scientific investigations. The lesson went with a swing and
pupils had learnt a great dedl.

On the other hand, in the lesson where teaching was judged to be unsatisfactory, Year 5
pupils made little progress in developing their understanding of the way materias can be
used asinsulators. Too much time was spent in telling pupils what they were going to do
and learn. Although the planning for the lesson was for a period of an hour and a hdf, the
content could have been covered in haf thistime. Although the behaviour and attitudes of
pupils was good, the dow pace of the lesson meant that a smal number of pupils became
restless.

The school is starting to make effective use of arange of assessment data to set targets for
pupils. However, & the time of the ingpection the process was not firmly established in all
classes, as aresult work was not given to groups of pupilsthat built on their past learning
and understanding in science. In addition, athough teachers mark the pupils bookson a
regular bagis thereis little evidence to indicate that the marking would enable a pupil to
understand how they could improve their performance in science.
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The subject iswell led and managed.

The co-ordinator has good subject knowledge and has a very clear view about the
development of the subject. Thisis a strength of developmentsin science. Good support
has been offered to staff especialy within investigative science.

The school has used national guidance for the subject in asengble way, and it is enhanced
by the school’s own policy. Procedures for assessment and recording are developing but as
yet are only satisfactory.

Standards and progress in science are closaly monitored by the co-ordinator. However, the
monitoring is not being systematicaly used to evaluate what actions need to be undertaken
to further raise standards. Teachers are open to ideas and the climate of monitoring has
developed well across the schoal.

Overdl improvements have taken place in science since the last ingpection, athough test
resultsremain too low. In particular, thereis a clearer understanding of why and how to
monitor and evauate al aspects of teaching and learning.

ART AND DESIGN
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I nspection evidence indicates that in art and design, pupils age seven and eleven
attain standardsthat are typical of those seen nationally for the age groups. Pupils
make satisfactory progress as they move through the school. Throughout the
school, pupils have positive attitudes to the subject. They have maintained the
satisfactory standards achieved at the last inspection.

No lessons were seen inthe Year 1 and 2 classes but the ingpection evidence indicates that
pupils are making satisfactory progress and are on track to attain the standards typicaly
seen for pupils age seven. Pupils engage in agood range of experiences demongtrating the
use of avariety of techniques to communicate their idess.

InYear 1, pupils have crested a collage with different shapes and colours of their choice.
Pupils have well developed cutting skills and they have explored different possibilitiesin their
design. They evauated their desgns and can explain how they could improve them. Pupils
are well supported by ateaching assstant who is an art specidist.

Pupilsin Year 2 have made large modds of two loca churches using the work in religious
education as agtarting point. They have dso worked effectively with alocd felt maker to
produce images of Pendennis Castle. They are able to choose and use colour imaginatively.

Photographic evidence, and the displays in the school, indicate that pupils are encouraged to
explore many different ways of communicating ideas and work with avariety of media
Their work is often linked to themes or topicsin other subjects. By the end of Year 2 they
are producing line drawings, mixing paint well, creating and using different textures and are
involved in three-dimensiona work.
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A range of work was seen from the Year 3 to 6 pupilsindicating a satisfactory leve of
attainment. Batik work was linked to an African project; pupils worked with an artist to
produce batik work that depicted African images. InYear 6 pupils used African masks as
inspiration for developing patterns. The completed work demonstrates an ability to use
colour and linewell. Observationa drawings, oil pastdls, three-dimensiond rdief sculptures
of ‘peoplein action’ made from paper, line drawings and pottery containers featured in
displays. All thiswork indicates progress and a developing understanding of the use of
different media. Sketchbooks have been introduced in the Year 3 to 6 classes, these are at
an early stage of development. Pupilsin these classes have examined different aspects of
natural objects, represented these in charcoa and pastel and evauated the finished pieces of
work. Thework is of a satisfactory standard.

Pupils with statements of specid educationa needs are well supported in lessons. They
make good progress in developing their skillsin art.

Although there is some evidence of pupils usng computers to enhance work in art and
design, systematic developments through the school are not yet in place.

Theteachingin art and design observed during the inspection was satisfactory.

One art lesson was observed during the ingpection, and teaching was judged to be
satisfactory. Other inspection evidence, in particular work produced by pupils, indicates
that teaching over the longer period is at least of a satisfactory standard. 1n the lesson
observed, the work was well planned and most pupils responded positively to the task.
Pupils worked with clay to produce two joined figures, developing the technique for joining
clay. They reflected on the previous week’ s experience and were able to recognise what
they needed to do to be successful. The mgority of pupils worked confidently and
succeeded in cregting two figures. By the end of the lesson most pupils had achieved their
objectives and some were able to evauate the techniques. An opportunity to discussthe
visua aspects of the models was missed.

The leadership and management of art and design are satisfactory.

The subject leader has a good knowledge of the subject. Thereisanew long-term
curriculum plan for art and design giving good coverage of techniques to be developed in the
gx areas of experience for the subject. The monitoring and evauation of the subject are a
an early stage of development. The headteacher and the co-ordinator are aware that there
are inconsgtencies in standards and provison at the moment. The school has links with a
Beacon school for art and design. Thisis having a positive impact on the school’ swork as
the staff are gaining a better understanding of the way art and design can be used in the
school.

In Key Stage 2 pupils' creative experiences are enhanced by an art club and a pottery club.

During the inspection Key Stage 2 pupils were seen sketching out of doors as abasisfor
future painting.
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Overdl, these judgements represent an improvement on those reported after the last
ingpection

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
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I nspection evidence indicates that Year 2 and Year 6 pupils are on track to attain
the standards typically found nationally, for their respective age groups.

Ovedl, gandards in design and technology arein line with those typicaly found nationaly.
Pupils have planned and made a fruit sdlad using a good range of fruits. They have then
evauated the outcomes and discussed ways in which they could have improved these.
Pupilsin Year 2 are provided with arange of activities to help them understand and use
different materids. They have made modes of carswith whedls. Pupilsin Year 6 have
made models of sheltersto use to keep off the sun. The modes have been evaluated and
pupils have commented on ways in which their designs could have been improved.

The overdl coverage of the subject is satisfactory. As pupils move through the school they
are provided with arange of opportunities that enable them to devel op the necessary skillsin
al aspects of design and technology.

During the inspection one design and technology lesson was observed. Teaching
was good.

The lesson seen was thoroughly planned with clear indications of what the pupils would
learn. Year 1 pupils were designing smple patterns to go on leaves they were encouraged
to think about their ideas and evaluate their work as they went dong. Pupils answered
guestions with confidence, showing that they had understood the need to evauate their work
asthey went dong. They made good progress during the lesson. Pupils with specid
educational needs were well supported and they too made good progress.

Management and leader ship of the subject are satisfactory.

During the ingpection time was not available to discuss the subject with the co-ordinator.
However, from an examination of other evidence, including the policy document and
teachers planning records, it is clear that the co-ordinator has a satisfactory understanding
of the way in which the subject can be further developed. The co-ordinator has not had the
opportunity to observe other teachers and there has not been a systematic evauation of the
school’ swork.

Thereisarange of satisfactory resources in the school, including equipment and materiasto
support activities in food and textile technology.

These judgements are smilar to those reported following the last ingpection.

GEOGRAPHY
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I nspection evidence was limited to the current term’swork but it indicates that
Year 2 and Year 6 pupils are attaining standards that are typical of those found
nationally in geography, for their respective age groups. Pupils make satisfactory
progress in developing geographical skills as they move through the school.

An examination of pupils books indicates that the present Y ear 2 pupils are covering the
work expected of seven-year-olds nationally. For example, work in the pupils books
shows they can use geographical vocabulary and identify geographica features such as
houses, roads, shops, hillsand rivers. They are able to use fieldwork skills such as
recording information on a plan of the school playground, usng symbols and akey, and can
express their own views about people and placesin their loca environment. A display in the
Y ear 2 class of photographs of the Holy Land indicated good links between geography and
religious education.

Pupils make satisfactory progress as they move through the school. Pupilsin Year 3to

Y ear 6 were engaged in astudy of Africa. Scrutiny of Year 6 books indicates that the
majority of pupils are producing work of the standard expected of pupilsin that age group
nationdly. For example, they can draw maps and are able to labdl key features, they can
describe what places are like in terms of advantages and disadvantages and are able to
make comparisons between their own day and that of an African child. Attractive displays
indl the Key Stage 2 classrooms showed good links with art. There was dso evidence of
pupils usng computers to support their learning. Pupils had downloaded information about
African countries from the Internet. A Year 3 pupil had drawn amap of Africausing a
computer & home. Pupilsin Years4 and 5 had researched information about climate,
lifestyle, homes and tribal people and used their personal notes to present written
information for othersto read. InYear 6 good links were made between geography and
dance when pupils were asked to create a dance based on work in African villages. Pupils
demondtrated their geographica knowledge when suggesting a range of movements that
included fetching water, balancing baskets on their head, lifting heavy sacks of cocoa pods,
cutting the crops by hand and mining for gold. They aso displayed awareness of the climate
and the demands of the lifestyle when they moved expressively to show how hot and tired
they werefeding.

Discussions with the co-ordinator revealed there is a broad and balanced approach to the
subject. Fieldwork and tripsto local places of geographica interest help pupils learn about
landscapes and settlements at first hand.  Pupils apply their mapping skills during orienteering
activities on resdentid trips. Every other year the school holds a multicultura day to
support pupils geographica knowledge and understanding, and to promote an awareness
of other cultures.

Pupils with specia educationa needs are included in dl the activities. The group attain
standards that are gppropriate for their varying stages of development; they make good

progressin learning.

In the one lesson observed teaching was satisfactory.
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In the one lesson observed, Y ear 6 pupils were encouraged to use correct terminology, for
example, continent, ocean, capital city, region, and export. Thelesson waswel planned
and the setting of different tasks for different groups of pupils ensured satisfactory learning in
thislesson. All pupils observed and reflected on photographs demonstrating the process of
producing chocolate. Lower-attaining pupils were encouraged to describe the ripe cocoa
pods and think about the conditions under which they were grown. The standard of work
produced in the lesson and the attitude of pupils were satisfactory. At the end of the lesson,
higher-attaining pupils demondrated their ability to identify and discusstopica geographica
issues such as Fair-trade. For example, one pupil passed comment on the fact that cocoa
farmers only earn £50 a year yet we might easily spend £100 on chocolate each year.
Pupils with specid educationa needs were well supported during the lesson by ateaching
assigtant.

Work in the pupils book is marked. However, the teachers marking does not provide the
pupils with any suggestions as to how they might improve their levels of atanment in

geography.
L eader ship and management of geography are satisfactory.

The co-ordinator is enthusiastic about the subject and has devel oped satisfactory plans for
teachers, adapting them from national schemes of work. Individud teechers plansare
monitored by the co-ordinator to ensure coverage of the nationa programme. She carries
out limited assessments of pupils work by looking a books and asking pupils questions.
The co-ordinator has identified that the next step forward will be to monitor teaching and
learning. Resources boxes have been built up to support different geographica topics.
During the inspection arange of gppropriate artefacts, information books and stories were
on display in each of the Key Stage 2 classrooms to support the topic on Africa

The role of the co-ordinator is underdeveloped. Not enough attention is given to waysin
which monitoring and eval uating the school’ s work will engble stlandards in geography to be
improved.

Overdl there has been an improvement in provision for geography. Inspection, evidence
gathered during this ingpection shows that pupils are now being provided with amuch
broader set of experiences then that seenin 1997.

HISTORY
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No history was observed in the Year 3 to 6 classes during the inspection. However,
discussions with pupils and the evidence gathered during the inspection indicates
that by the age of seven, and by eleven, pupils attain standardsin history that are
in linewith those found nationally for their respective age groups.

Pupilsin Year 2 are able to identify people from the past who are famous. They can use
books, photographs and a specid display as sources of information. This enables them to
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answer questions about the past beyond living memory. They recognise smilarities and
differencesin aspects of past lives and their own. For example, when shown a picture of
Florence Nightingde, they were able to infer that the photograph was from *a long time
ago’ because it wasin black and white and the dress ‘looked old-fashioned’. Pupilsare
ableto apply their previous knowledge of Mary Seacole to recognise the bravery of
Florence Nightingale. All pupils, including those who have specid educationd needs, can
make good comparisons between nurses’ uniformsin the past and in the present and
empathise how cumbersome the uniforms worn by Victorian nurses must have been.

Pupilsin Year 1 are learning to compare household objects from the past and the present.
Using artefacts such as a chamber pot, an old iron, a stone hot water bottle and an old
wind-up clock, pupils are beginning to effectively identify the waysin which they are amilar
to modern gppliances and the waysin which they are different. Attainment in this activity
was higher than the typica expectation for their age groups, resulting from the pupils ability
to apply their existing knowledge to objects that most of them had never seen before.

Although no lessons were observed, in the Year 3 to 6 classes, work in the pupils books
shows that they have covered arange of history topics. Year 6 pupils are able to piece
together evidence about the past to make inferences about key features of past societies.
Pupils, including those who have specid educationd needs, are able to talk with interest,
enthusiasm and confidence about their work. For example, the most bloodthirsty eements
of the life of the Aztecs were particularly well remembered. They have dso sudied the
Victorians, and can empathise with the life of the Victorian child and understand how
different it was from their own. Their knowledge of World War Two, Sudied in previous
years, issound. They understand how the war started, the reasons why and who was
involved. Higher attaining pupils have a good recollection of historica dates and chronology
for key dements of their work.

The younger pupils have dso studied World War Two, in Year 3and 4. Pupils work
shows that they have compared their bedrooms with a bedroom during World War Two.
Their stories about, * Children in World War Two,” and, ‘ How the War changed my life’,
show a sound sense of empathy. However, pupils written work variesin quality. The same
tasks are set for pupils, regardless of ability. Lower ataining pupils appear to have found
some of the written activities particularly chalenging and they are unfinished.

Overdl, pupils who have statements of specia educationa needs make satisfactory
progress, as they move through the schoal, particularly when work is planned to meet their
different needs. They are well supported by classroom assistants.

No evidence was gathered to show that the use of ICT is adding to the pupils study of
history.

In the Year 1 and 2 classes, the teaching in history is good.
Three history lessons were observed. Teaching was good in dl of theselessons. The

lessons were characterised by very good planning, good preparation, good use of resources
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and skilful questioning, which encouraged dl pupilsto think and discussther idess. The
lessons had good pace and support assstants were effective in enhancing pupils learning.
Teachers used agood range of strategies to enthuse and interest pupils. Teachers showed
good subject knowledge and expertise. In Year 2, the teacher used paired discussion
between pupilsto alow them to express, and reflect upon their thoughts. Pupils tried out
their ideas by using individua whiteboards to write down their idess. Artefacts were well
used to develop pupils knowledge and understanding of the past. For examplein Year 1,
artefacts and photographs of a bakelite telephone and old clocks were effectively supported
the teacher’ s questioning, which was targeted towards individuals and specific groups.

Teachers go to some lengths to inspire pupils, usng teaching assstants and differing activities
to support dl pupilsin developing some understanding of past lives. Impressive and lively
displays in classrooms and corridors incorporate artefacts, models, key words and pupils
own work.

Pupils are enthusiagtic and attentive in lessons. They have very good attitudes to the subject
and the thorough teaching brought about effective gainsin learning in the lessons seen.

The management of history is satisfactory.

The planning for history effectively identifies the topics to be covered within each year
group. The school makes sound use of loca history to enhance pupils cross-curricular
knowledge and understanding. For example, avigt to Camborne Church was used as foca
point for art work. Elements of the nationally recommended scheme of work are sensibly
included in the history programme. Thereis no consistent assessment or monitoring of
individua pupils progress within the subject. The co-ordinator has not used any assessment
information available to evaduate ways in which standards in history can be raised.
Resources are satisfactory in that there are sufficient reference books. Teachers supplement
the range of historicd artefacts for pupils to ensure that they gain ‘hands on’ experience.

Given the limited evidence available, the positive points outlined above represent the
grengthsin history reported in the last ingpection with improvement being satisfactory.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
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By the ages of seven and eleven the pupils are attaining standards in information
and communication technology (ICT) that are in line with those expected
nationally for these age groups. Inspection evidence indicates that the provision
and standards have improved since the last inspection.

InYears 1 and 2 most pupils have an understanding of basic computer skills. Each pupil
has a‘ sKkills passport’ that covers the main areas of ICT development. These indicate that
pupils are making at least satisfactory progressin developing gppropriate skillsin most
areas. However, that aspect of the subject that involves using computers to make pupils
aware of sound is underdeveloped. Pupils skills develop as they move through the school
and by Year 6 many pupils can locate information, create a database and are beginning to
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interrogete information. They use ICT to present information in different forms and have
used word processing to produce lesflets about recycling, varying layout and font to give
impact to the message. Pupils have used ICT to create graphs in science, crested a
database about protein in food and explored the information.

The work on display around the school shows that pupils have arange of experiencesin
usng ICT. InYear 2, word-processing has been used to publish poemsfor display. Pupils
use the * colour magic’ program on the laptops and are able to select and use basic graphic
toals, salect colours, save their work and changeit. Thereisfurther evidence that shows
that pupils have represented data graphicaly in relaion to choosing favouritetoys. In'Year
6 pupils are linking different aspects of computer work. For example, they were animating
their stories with objects that moved. One pair of pupils had written a story about
butterflies. They had successfully added movement to the story by making butterflies move
on the page.

Theteaching observed during the inspection was good.

In the one lesson observed in Y ear 6 the teaching was good. Pupils worked in pairs on the
lgptops using the “‘animation’ facility to animate illustrations of anursery rhyme. Pupils were
ableto retrieve work from the server, save work and create movement in their illustrations.
The higher-attaining pupils are making good progress. Many pupils were able to refine their
animations by changing the speed and size of images and by increasing the leve of
complexity in the process. They used technical language well and worked co-operatively.
A pupil with specia educationa needs was supported well by the teaching assstant; the
pupil made good progress.

Other evidence indicates that in the Year 310 6 classes ICT is beginning to be used across
the curriculum. In Year 3 pupils have used the Internet to gather information in relation to
work on Kenya, making choices about what is appropriate. In Years4 and 5 pupils have
used spreadsheets as part of an investigation to test absorbency. However, in lessons
observed during the ingpection there was very little evidence of ICT being used in other
subjects.

The leadership and management of the subject are satisfactory.

The subject leader is new to the post and is well supported by the headteacher. A good
dart has been made on an ICT action plan, which clearly detalls further developments.
Many intended actions relate to technica developments; this needs to be extended to
include actions to improve teaching and learning. Monitoring and evauation are & an early
stage of development and the subject leader is not yet clear about the strengths and
weeknesses in the subject throughout the school.

The recent acquigition of nine wirdess networked laptop computers complements the
existing classroom computers and enables whole-class ICT lessonsto betaught. Thisis
beginning to have an impact on the qudity of work being donein ICT. Thereissome
variation in levels of gaff confidence and subject knowledge, but there are plansfor al staff
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to undertake further training in the summer. The scheme of work for ICT is due for
completion in duly. Thiswill help to achieve consstency across the schoal.

These judgements represent a clear improvement on those reported following the last
ingpection. Thought now needs to be given to waysin which ICT can be used in all
subjects.

MUSIC
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Secure judgements regarding the standards attained by pupilsin music are not
possible, as only limited inspection evidence was available. However, singing
standards are typical of those found in primary schools nationally.

During the ingpection no lessonsin which music was being taught were observed. An
examination of teachers planning records, scrutiny of pupils work and discusson with
pupilsindicates that al aspects of the nationa programme of work are covered.

Pupils are provided with opportunities to listen to, and evauate, arange of music. The
teachers planning records show when pupils are to be given opportunities to compose their
own smplemusic. An examination of the pupils work indicates that this agpect of musicis
underdeveloped. In assemblies pupils Sng with enthusasm and they sing in tune. Evidence
provided by the schooal, in the form of tape recordings, supports the judgement about
ganging. All pupilsareincluded in dl the musica activities.

Thereis satisfactory management of music.

Although no formd interview was held with the co-ordinator, it is clear that she is aware of
the need to develop dl aspects of the subject. Sheisaware of the main weaknessesin
music and has plansto develop the subject. At the time of the ingpection, no systems were
in place that would enable her to evauate sysematicaly the school’s music provison.

Resources for music are unsatisfactory, overdl. Thereis not the range or number of musica
insruments thet is typically found in primary schools nationally.

PHYS CAL EDUCATION
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Pupils standardsin physical education are higher than those typically found for
pupilsin thisagerange. Thecurriculum isbroad, varied and enriched through
opportunitiesin after-school clubs.

I nspection evidence indicates that most pupilsin Years 2 and 6 are on track to attain above
the standard typically seen nationaly for the age groups. A whole-school plan for the
subject identifies the units to be covered as outlined in nationd guidance, and this has been
supplemented by advice from the loca authority. Pupils are provided with opportunities to
develop therr skills across the full range of physical education. During the ingpection, pupils
in Year 1 were observed in adance lesson. They showed standards that were higher than
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those typicaly found for such young pupils. They demongtrated high levels of concentration
and were fully involved in the activity.

Discussion with the co-ordinator indicates that al pupils are on track to reach the nationdly
expected sandard in swimming for their age group.

Pupils of dl levels of attainment make good progressin physica education, including those
with specia educationa needs.

Theteaching observed in the inspection was good overall.

Five lessons were observed during the inspection. Teaching was very good in one lesson,
good in three lessons and satisfactory in another. All lessons were planned carefully and ran
efficiently, enabling pupils to practice and develop their movements in dance and gymnastics.
Teachers throughout the school encouraged pupils to reflect on their performance and think
about ways in which it could be improved. In the very good teaching, Year 1 pupils were
totally absorbed throughout the lesson. Pupils of al abilities responded extremely well to the
mood created by atmospheric music and the vivid imaginary scene set by the teacher. Al
pupils explored and refined arange of movements with control and precision to creste their
own sequences. They were totaly absorbed as they performed their ‘Mud Monster’ dance
with excellent expresson. Good progress was madein aY ear 6 lesson when pupils who
lacked confidence at the outset became increasingly involved through effective use of
working in pairs and the mood crested by music. By the end of the lesson dl pupils were
engrossed in their creative dance and were eager to perform their work for others who
showed gppreciation. Good links were made in this lesson to the geography lesson earlier in
the day, as pupils created a dance based on the work carried out by people living in African
villages. Photographic evidence was available of Year 4 and 5 pupils engaged in adance
project that linked with their history project on World War Two. Danceis aso used
effectively throughout the school to promote sdalf-discipline, self-confidence and co-
operation. Pupilswho have specid education needs are fully integrated into physica
education lessons; they make good progress.

Teachers pay due regard to pupils hedth and safety. Pupils are dressed appropriately and
al lessons begin with awarm-up. Pupils were aware of the necessity for this and the effect
of exercise on their bodies. All lessons finished with an appropriate cool down which aso
dlowed for pupilsto reflect on their performance. During a good gymnastics lesson, pupils
inYears 3 and 4 moved apparatus carefully and safely because of clear directions by the
teacher and good supervision by teaching assgtants.

Management and leadership in the subject are good. The curriculumis
comprehensive and resources are good.

The co-ordinator has a good understanding of the subject and has a clear idea of ways that
gtandards can be further improved. There is a detailed scheme of work in place giving
guidance to teachers on a broad range of activities. A very good range of clubs and
activities, induding Tag Rugby, Country Dance and Gymnadticsis in place to support pupils
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physica development aswell astheir socid kills. On resdentid vigts, pupilsin Key Stage
2 have the opportunity to take part in a variety of outdoor adventure activities such as
canoeing, absalling, surfing and orienteering. The latter includes devel oping pupils mapping
skills, to support the geography curriculum.

Resources are good and include arange of smdl and large apparatus. The school hdl, hard
surfaced play areas and the use of afield a short distance away accommodate awide range
of activities. Thereisaso aclimbing wdl in the school playground that provides pupils with
easy access to outdoor adventure opportunities under careful supervison. Pupils use of the
climbing wall was the subject of an observationd art display by Year 3 and 4 pupils last
term.

There has been good improvement in physical education provison since the time of the last
ingoection.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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By the age of seven, pupils attain standards in religious education that meet

those specified in the locally agreed syllabus. Limited inspection evidence
makesit difficult to make a secure judgement about the standards attained by
eleven-year-olds. Indications are that standards are lower than those set out in the
locally agreed syllabus

Pupilsin Year 1 can identify why some people are specia and reflect on the qudities that
make them specid. They can identify people who have done specia work in the past and at
present. They have learnt about the work done by individuas, for example, Mother Teresa,
and aso about people such as lifeboat-men and doctors.

The work seen on displays indicates that by the end of Year 2 pupils know about specia
places and buildings. They can identify parts of the church building and describe their
purpose. Pupilsin Year 2 have written about the dtar, stained glass windows and the font
and made mode s of loca churches. They have learnt about Hinduism and are familiar with
the story of Rama, Sitaand Ravanna.

The pupilsin Year 3 have learnt about religious sgns and symbols and are able to describe
the significance of these. In Years4 and 5 pupils can explain whét it meansto be a Chrigtian
and they have some knowledge of Judaism and Sikhism. They have a satisfactory
knowledge of arange of fedtivas reaed to the different faiths.

In discusson, Year 6 pupils demonsrated some understanding of different faiths and their
related festivals. However, they were not clear about different religious stories and how
they related to Judaism and Sikhism. The Y ear 6 pupils talked confidently about specia
books, the Torah and Guru Granth Sahib and are clear about the differences between the
Old and New Testament. There is some variaion in the quality and relevance of the work
et for pupilsinthe Year 3to 6 classes.
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Inthe Year 1 and 2 classes, the pupils make satisfactory progress in developing an
understanding of religious education. An examination of the books of pupilsin Years 3 to 6,
together with discussions with groups of pupils, indicates that the progress made in their
learning dows.

Thereisinsufficient evidence to make a judgement about the quality of teachingin
religious education.

No religious education lessons were observed during the ingpection. The subject is taught
asablock earlier intheterm. Therationae for doing thisis sound. The school judges that
the gpproach is having a positive impact on the teeching and learning of rdigious education.
Assessment of religious educetion is a an early stage of development. The subject leader
has introduced the use of nationa guidance to help with assessment.

Collective worship makes a pogitive contribution to the provison for religious education.
During the week of the ingpection a viditing spesker engaged pupils well with a story of
Jesus being visted by hisfour friends. The visitor used good visud ads, and gave pupilsthe
opportunity to reflect on the Sory.

The subject isled and managed well.

The subject leader has developed a good whole-school plan for the subject that meets the
requirements of the agreed syllabus. There are good links with other subjects including
work in art and design. The monitoring and evauation of the subject are not yet underway
but plans are in place to start this aspect of development. Resources for religious education
are satisfactory, overal. However, there is a shortage of artefacts and videos to support
teaching world faiths. The school has developed links with local churches and uses visiting
peakersin assembly.

These judgements are Smilar to those reported after the last ingpection.
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