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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Willow Bank Junior School isalargejunior school with 299 pupilsonrall. Itisstuated in
Woodley, aresdentia area about four miles east of Reading. Over 90% of the school’ s population
isof white, U.K. heritage. Nine per cent of pupils come from a diverse range of cultura
background but with no other group being larger that six out of the 299 pupils. No pupils are & the
early stages of learning English. Less than 3% of pupils are entitled to receive free school meds, a
figure much lower than the nationa average. Thirty-four pupils (11%) are on the school’s specid
needs regigter, afigure consderably lower than the nationd figure of 22%. Pupilswith specid
educationa needs have arange of difficulties but the mgority have moderate learning difficulties
whilst afew have specific difficulties such asdydexia  Five pupils have satements of specid
educationd need, afigure in line with the nationd Stuation. Unemployment in the arealis low and
about half the pupils come from high socid class households. Pupils atainment on entry to the
schoal is broadly in line with nationa expectations.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisisahighly effective school. Pupils make very good progress in English, mathematics and
science and at the age of eeven are achieving well above nationa expectations in those subjects
when compared to dl schools nationdly. Againg similar schools, pupils achieve in line with
expectations for English, above expectations for science and well above for mathematics. Teaching
is good throughout the school with one out of four lessons observed demondtrating very good or
excdllent teaching. The leadership of the headteacher and governing body is outstanding and the
organisation of English, music and specid educationa needs provison isexemplary. The school is
very successful a meeting the needs of dl pupils. It provides excellent equality of opportunity and
very good vaue for money.

What the school doeswdll

Pupils achieve high standards in English, mathematics and science.

Pupils attitudesto learning, their school and each other, are very good and a strength of the
school.

The qudlity of relationships that pupils have with both other pupils and adultsis a strength of the
school.

Pupils with specid educational needs make very good progress.

Teaching is good overal and often very good or excellent.

Parents view the school very favourably and are very postive about how it works with their
children,

The headteacher provides highly effective leadership and isingpirationa to the school
community.

The governing body makes a very significant impact on the work of the school. They are very
knowledgeable about the schoal’ s strengths and weaknesses and operate in a strategic manner
to achieve further school improvement.

The co-ordination of key agpects of the school’ swork is very effective. Thereis excellent
practice regarding English, music and specid educationa needs provision.
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What could beimproved

There are no key issues. The school has no mgor arealin which ether its provision, its efficiency or
the standard pupils achieve are unsatisfactory.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school was lagt ingpected in January 1998. Since then it has maintained its very high academic
gandards and has improved the qudity of teaching, dthough a smal amount of unsatisfactory
teaching gtill remains. At the lagt ingpection, standards in information and communication technology
(ICT) were below nationd expectations. Standards have risen and the use of ICT within the
curriculum is stisfactory.  Assessment procedures have improved and help pupils make very good
progress in English and mathematics. Pupils spiritud development is actively promoted and the
school meets the statutory requirements for collective worship. The school has therefore made very
good improvement gnceits last ingpection.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils a the end of Y ear 6 based on average point
scoresin Nationa Curriculum tests.

Compared with
Performancein: all schools similar Key
schools

2000 2001 2002 2002 in the top 5% A*

nationdly
English A A* A c well above average A
above average B
mathematics A A A A average C
below average D
science A A A B well below average E

Between the last ingpection and July 2002, the period for which comparetive information is
avallable, the school hasimproved faster than the nationd trend in English, mathematics and science.
Pupils attain high standards in English, mathematics and science when compared to dl schools
nationaly. Againg smilar schools, pupils achieved high andards in mathematics, above average
dandards in science and average standards in English. Pupils work seen at the time of the
inspection indicates that the 2003 attainment show an improvement in English. The school setsvery
high, challenging targets for English (91%) and mathematics (94%) that it just missed by 3% in
2002. Nearly haf the pupils attain the higher Level 5 on leaving the schoal.

In other subjects, the standards attained by pupils aged eleven are above national expectationsin art
and design, design and technology, music and physica education and in line with nationa
expectations in geography, history and ICT. Pupils achieve above the locally agreed expected
gandardsin religious education. Good use is made of pupils literacy skills across the curriculum
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and satisfactory useis made of their numeracy skills. Pupils make very good progress by the age of
eleven; dthoughin Year 3 thisisonly satisfactory. Thisrate of progress increases as pupils move
through the school o that by Y ear 6 pupils make very good or excellent progress in two out of
every three lessons.

PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Very good. Most pupils are very enthusiastic about their school and
work hard on their assgnments. They are prepared to talk about their
fedings and about specid eventsin their lives as they have greet trust

in their teachers.
Behaviour, in and out of The behaviour of most pupilsis very good, both in and out of
classrooms classrooms. Pupils know the school rules and respond well to praise

and encouragement. They recognise the difference between right and
wrong and appreciate the effect of their actions. No bullying or racist
behaviour was observed during the ingpection.

Persond development and | The good rdationships are astrength. They make asgnificant

relationships contribution to the postive learning environment within the schoal.
Pupils form congtructive rlationships and generdly care well for each
other.

Attendance The atendance rate for the school iswell above the national average.

Most pupils arrive punctudly a school. However, agrowing number
of parents are taking their children on holiday in excess of the ten
school daysthat are legally alowed.

Pupils respond very well to the opportunities provided for them to show responsibility and initiative,
such as the system where older pupils help younger ones at playtime and the School Council. Pupils
are fully involved in many fund raigng activities and the wide range of musical concerts,
performances and sporting events helps pupils persond development. Pupils enjoy their lessons
and this hel ps them to make very good progress.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupilsin: Years3—6

Qudity of teaching Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

Overdl teaching in the school is good, with over three quarters of teaching being good or better.
Four out of every ten lessons demondrate very good or better teaching and in over onein ten
lessons of teaching is excellent. Three lessons contained unsatisfactory teaching. During the
ingpection sixty-three lessons were observed. Teachers planning and assessment documents and
pupils work were dso examined. The qudity of teaching is variable withinthe school. InYear 3
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only one out of every five lessonsis good or better but this figure increases to two thirds of lessons
being good or better in Y ear 4, and nine out of every ten lessons being good or better by Years 5
and 6. Over hdf thelessonsseenin Years 5 and 6 contain very good or excdllent teaching. Where
teaching is very good or better, teachers have very high expectations of what their pupils can
achieve, particularly in English, mathematics, science and music and pupils have to work hard in
chalenging lessons. Very good subject knowledge and understanding of how to make learning
interesting and enjoyable is linked to very good planning that gppropriately identifies what pupils
need to learn. Teachers carefully match activities to the individua needs of pupils and relationships
between staff and pupils are very good. Very effective behaviour management strategies are used.
These srengths are equdly evident in the teaching of dl subjects. The quality of teaching in English
and mathematicsis good. Teachers seize opportunitiesin al subjectsto develop pupils' literacy
skills but the development of numeracy skillsin other subjectsis more limited. The school’s
provison for teaching pupils with specia educationa needs, and those identified as gifted and
tdented, is of avery high quaity enabling these pupils to make very good progressin their learning.
Where teaching is less effective, what pupils were meant to learn was less clear and there was less
of ameatch of challenge to ability. Behaviour management was less effective and so pupils made
insufficient progressin their learning.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
Thequdity andrangeof | Very good. The school provides a broad and well-balanced
the curriculum curriculum. The school fully complies with the National Curriculum

and the Locally Agreed Syllabus for religious education. A very good
range of extra-curricular activities enriches the school curricullum. The
schoal provides excellent equality of opportunity for dl pupils and its
provison for pupils with specid educationa needsis exemplary. The
English, mathemdtics, science, music and religious education curricula
are strengths of the school. Collective worship meets statutory
requirements.

Provison for pupilswith | Very good provison is made for pupils with specia educetiona
gpecia educationd needs | needs. Very good procedures are in place to establish and provide
for individua need. Very effective assessment procedures keep staff,
pupils and parents very well informed about the progress made. The
gpecid educational needs co-ordinator’ contribution isamajor
grength and she iswell supported by al staff.

Provison for pupils The provision of this agpect of the school’ swork is good overdl.
persond, including Within that, provison for pupils mora and socid development is very
spiritual, mord, socid and | good. The provison for spiritua development is now good and this
culturd development was an issue of concern at the last ingpection.
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Aspect (continued)

Comment (continued)

How well the school cares
for its pupils

The school takes good care of its pupils. Relationships are very good
and the school provides avery caring, supportive working
environment for al. It has established clear expectations for behaviour
and takes prompt and appropriate action if these are not met. Three
recent cases of racist name-calling were dedlt with quickly and
appropriately. Procedures for monitoring the progress of pupilsin
English, mathematics and science are very good. Assessment
procedures are in place for dl other subjects but in some foundation
subjects these are not being implemented consistently. Appropriate
measures are in place to monitor attendance. The school has active
measures in place to promote race equality.

The headteacher, staff and governors work very hard to establish a positive partnership with parents
and carers. The school generdly provides very good information regarding the curriculum and what
their children will be learning and how parents can help their children. The involvement of parentsin
gpecia educationd needs reviews are very good examples of this. However, the annua report to
parents concerning their own child's progress fulfils the minimum statutory requirements regarding
the core subjects but does not contain sufficient information regarding progress in other subjects.
Parents are encouraged to work in classrooms and the School Association isvery active and the
fundsit raises make a sgnificant contribution.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and Leadership and management are strengths of the school. The
management by the headteacher’ s contribution is outstanding and heis well supported by
headteacher and other key | key members of staff. Co-ordination of some aspects of the school’s
eff work, for example English, music and specia educationa needs, is

exemplary.

How well the governors
fulfil their reponghilities

The governing body is very effective and a strength of the schoal. It
knows the school’ s strengths and weaknesses and it operates
effectively in securing improvement.

The school’ s evaluation of

Appropriate systems help the school monitor and evauate its

its performance performance. The outcomes of reviews are acted upon. At present
the schoal has rightly focused the mgority of this work on the core
subjects but al subject co-ordinators do have some monitoring and
evaudion time.

The drategic use of Excdlent procedures are in place for managing and targeting the

resources budget. Resources are used very effectively to support academic

achievement and the wider school aims.
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The development of ICT within the school needs to be more strategic and the success criteriain dl
action plans are insufficiently precise. All curriculum areas are adequately resourced dthough at
present the use of ICT resourcesisinconsstent. Staff are suitably qudified for their respongibilities
and the accommodeation allows the curriculum to be taught effectively. Staff and governors are
successful at attracting extra funding and make good use of theloca community. The school gpplies
the principles of best vaue effectively and consstently.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases par ents most What parentswould like to see improved
Therr children enjoy coming to schoal. - Theamount of homework children are
The high qudity of leedership and given.
management and teaching. - How cdlosdly the school works with parents.
The schoal’ s high expectations. - Theinformation received concerning their
Standards of behaviour. child’'s progress.

How the school hdpsther childrenbecome | - Therange of activities outside of lessons.
mature and responsible.

The progress made by their children.

Fedling they can ask questions or discuss a

problem.

Inspectors agreed with the positive views of parents. They judged that an appropriate amount of
homework was given and that the range of extra-curricular activitiesis very good. The team dso fdlt
that the school did work closdly with parents but that it should provide better information regarding
children’s progress.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’ sresults and pupils achievements

1

The school has made good improvement in raising standards since the last ingpection. When
pupils leave the schoal a the age of deven, ther attainment in English, mathematics and
science iswel| above the nationd average. Pupils make very good progress, including those
with specid educationd needs. There are no sgnificant differences between the achievement
of different groups represented within the school, for example boys and girls or pupils from
different backgrounds. The attainment of the current Y ear 6 pupils on entry to the school was
generdly in line with the nationd average but the expectation of how many pupils can achieve
the nationa benchmark has increased over their time in the junior school. These pupils have
made the necessary progress to exceed current national averages.

As thisingpection took place in June 2003, it is important to note that national comparative
datawas dready 12 months old. In arriving at their judgement concerning standards,
inspectors undertook a detailed scrutiny of pupils work as shown in exercise books, subject
folders as well as observing over sixty lessons and talking to pupils about their work. All of
this information has been used in reaching the judgements concerning the standards that pupils
atain.

At the time of the school’s last ingpection in 1998 the standards achieved in English,
mathematics and science were above national expectations and as standards are now well
above nationa expectationsin dl three subjects this shows a good rate of improvement by the
school. Comparative data for al schools nationally indicates that the standards pupils of this
school attained in 2002 were a high and similar to those achieved by pupilsin the school for
severd years. Theinspection team’s judgement is that these very good standards have been
maintained thisyear. Compared againgt Smilar schools, the attainment in mathematicsiis high,
for stienceit is above average and in English it in line with Smilar schools. The pictureis
repeated for the number of pupils achieving Leve 5 in mathematics, science and English both
for al schools nationally and compared to smilar schools. These high standards are
confirmed by the work seen during the week of the inspection. The increase in atainment
since the previous ingpection in the numbers of pupils reaching the nationa expectation of
Levd 4is11% in English, 14% in mathematics and 18% in science. In 2002, nine out of ten
pupils achieved at least the national expectation (Leve 4) in dl three subjects. Based on these
tests, pupils had made well above average progress compared to when they were seven years
old.

The figures for 2002 indicate that the school faled to achieve its targets by 3% in English and
in mathematics. This represents two out of the 66 pupilsin that cohort. These targets had
been agreed with the local educeation authority and were very chalenging. They were based
upon teachers assessment in Year 5 and a prediction of what pupils might achieve a the end
of Year 6. Teachers assessment and the results of the nationd tests show a high degree of
meatch.
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In English by the age of deven, reading attainment is high and pupils have the necessary higher
order reading skillsto tackle difficult texts. They show their understanding by explaining the
deductions and inferences that they make. Speaking and listening skills are well developed.
Pupils use Standard English appropriately and they can articulate ideas and ask interesting
guestions in class discussions and respond to the comments of their teacher or peers.
Narrative writing is a strength and pupils congtruct effective smple and complex sentences.
They can dso write short plays and construct effective letters. Pupils love reading and writing
poetry. Year 4 pupils have written lively anima poems and pupilsin Year 6 write their own
poetry anthologies. Spelling standards have improved since the last inspection and now pupils
can use arange of appropriate strategies to help them. In anumber of lessons observed

pupils were using dictionaries to improve their work. Hand writing is the weakest arealin
terms of standards achieved but thisis now in line with nationa expectations.

In mathematics pupils show a high leve of attainment by the age of deven. Year 6 pupils
have a very good knowledge of the four operations of number and a secure understanding of
place vdue. They can use awide range of strategies to solve menta mathematics problems.
All pupils know how to use acdculator accurately and are aware that they aways need to
check the mathematica reasonableness of the answer. Pupils can dso check their answers by
using the inverse operation if gppropriate. Pupils are confident of their mathematica
understanding and are able to not only give mathematically correct answers but aso explain
how they gained that answer.

In science by the age of eeven, pupils demonstrate good understanding of the science work
they have studied. They are knowledgesble of the concepts concerned with investigative
science. They are able to explain how investigations are conducted, how variables need to be
controlled and the need for measures to ensure ‘fairness. The school’ s recent emphasis on
invedtigative science is evident in pupils understanding throughout the school. The youngest
pupils in the school demongtrate good understanding of dl areas of the science curriculum.
They dlassfy plants and animas and conduct investigetions to discover the importance of the
leaf in aplant’s growth cyde. They conduct investigations to find out which materid is most
resistant to wear and tear and which paper is most absorbent. When learning about forces
they test elastic bands to see the effect stretching has upon them. Science concepts become
more chalenging as the pupils grow older, for example, having sudied eectricity in Year 4
and made smple circuits, Year 6 pupils later make more complex circuits and draw them with
technicad symbols.

In other subjects, the standards attained by pupils by the age of eleven are above averagein
art and design, design and technology, music and physica education and in line with nationa
expectations in, geography, history and ICT. Standardsin religious education are above the
expectations contained in the Localy Agreed Syllabus for that subject. Satisfactory useis
meade of literacy and numeracy acrossal curriculum subjects.

The school has very good proceduresin place to analyse pupils performancein English and

meathemeatics and satisfactory procedures for thisin science. Trends are identified and
drategies are put into place to address any wesknessesidentified. Therisein attainment in
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10.

writing this year is agood example of this. The assessment proceduresin place for English,
mathematics and science have been amgor contributory factor to thisrise in atainment as
they have enabled teachers to emphasise particular aress of the curriculum in which pupils
were under achieving. Detailed assessment procedures have not been developed in other
subjects thet help to raise attainment in asmilar way.

Pupils with specia educationa needs make very good progress. Thisis due to the excdllent
provison made by the school and the detailed, individua targetsidentified in ther individua
education programmes. The school has identified specific activities to raise the attainment of
gifted and taented pupils and these are effective and enable these pupils to make good
progress. All other groups of pupilsin school make &t least good progress and there are
some outstanding examples of success, for instance a pupil who has made four years progress
in spelling in ametter of months.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

11.

12.

13.

14.

Rdationships within the school are good, successfully encouraging very good atitudes, values
and persona development. Ninety-nine per cent of parents who replied to the inspection
questionnaire agree that their children are happy to be at school. Pupils are keen to learn, and
gpproach their assgnmentsin an enthusiastic manner. Older pupils pay good attention to the
teachers, and because of the good rel ationships established with the teachers and each other,
readily talk about their work or their fedings without fear or embarrassment, knowing their
contributions will be listened to and valued. In religious education lessons observed, pupils
regponded sengitively and thoughtfully when discussing and considering their own ‘ specia
things, and those of others. The youngest pupils are confident in their exchanges with adults,
but do not dways listen carefully to ingructions.

The good relationships are a strength of the school, and contribute towards a very positive
learning environment.

Pupils behaviour is nearly aways good in the classooms. In nearly half of the lessons seen,
attitudes and behaviour were very good or excdlent. Pupils enjoy their lessons, and are keen
to contribute to them. In music lessons observed, pupils were very well motivated and
sustained concentration very well, working co-operatively and collaboratively snging and
performing clapping rhythms. In the smal number of lessons observed where behaviour was
unsatisfactory, the youngest pupils had not listened to the ingtructions given, and were
therefore unsure what their tasks were.

Pupils know the school rules, and respond well to the praise and encouragement freely given.
They recognise the difference between right and wrong and most appreciate the effect of their
actions on others and the environment. However, there are aminority of pupils who do not
aways congder the consequence of their actions. The school recognises the need to consider
further ways of ensuring that pupils move around the school sensibly, and take more care of
their own property and that of others. Pupils generdly fed safe and securein school, but
observe that they do encounter some boisterous behaviour and name-calling when in the
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

playground and recrestion areas. No bullying or racist behaviour was observed during the
ingpection, but there have been afew ingtances of racist name-caling during the past year.
When these incidents have been reported, the school has taken appropriate action.

The school works hard to avoid exclusions, and effectively discusses ingppropriate behaviour
and ways to improve that behaviour with both pupils and their parents. Pupils excluded from
their previous schools have successfully transferred to this school. There have been no
exclusonsfor at lesst fifteen years.

The good rel ationships contribute significantly to the school’ s positive ethos.  Pupils form
congtructive friendships, and generally care well for each other. Recently pupilsfrom Year 6
have been playing regularly with younger pupils, organising and explaining playground games
and activitieswith them. Pupils are courteous and polite to visitors. Pupilsin the classrooms
collaborate well, work well together in pairs, share resources and help one another. In
severd physica education lessons, pupils were observed collaborating very well when they
were enthusiagticaly taking part in group activities.

When opportunities for respongbility are offered, pupils respond very well. Older pupils are
responsible for collecting and reporting the number of pupils planning to have school lunches
each day. Younger pupils are gppropriately involved in helping within the classroom. Pupils
are fully involved in the organisation of the wide range of charity fundraising activities
undertaken by the school. Older pupils organise activities during school Fun Days, and
operate the galls and activities they have themsdlves prepared. Pupils persond development
is effectively supported through the wide range of sporting activities, in matches againg other
schools and in tournaments. The persona development of pupilsis very effectively
encouraged when they perform in the numerous musical concerts and performances both
within the school and the wider community.

Pupils have a good understanding of responsibility and citizenship when representatives from
al dasses, including the youngest pupils, contribute to the work of the recently established
School Council. Pupils recognise that their views and requests are now listened to, valued
and, where appropriate, acted upon. The School Council is currently considering the school
rules, and has previoudy discussed ways to address and diminate bullying, including the
possible establishment of a‘buddy’ system. The initiative whereby Year 6 pupils are playing
with younger pupils came as aresult of these discussons.

A large number of older pupils are enjoying taking part in, and responding well to, the wide
range of extra-curricular activities available to them. Mainly older pupils enjoy these extra-
curricular activities, but younger pupils are able to take part in the choir, and perform with the
school orchestra.

The attendance rate at the school in the last academic year of 96.4% iswell above the
average nationdly. Although officid figures show that there is no unauthorised absence,
because of the ingtruction to ‘round figures down’, there is an increasing number of parents
who take their children on holidays in excess of the ten school daysthat are legdly alowed.
The schoal is meticulous in advising parents that these extra days must be, and will be,
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21.

consdered unauthorised absence, but this has not been effective in deterring parents from
taking these holidays.

Most pupils arrive punctudly at school, ensuring a prompt and effective start to the school
day. A few pupilsregularly arrive late at school, but appropriate procedures are in place to
monitor and address these late arrivals.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

22.

23.

24,

Willow Bank Junior School has ten classes; three classes in both Years 3 and 4 and two
classesin Years5and 6. For part of the school day, pupils are arranged in groups according
to their age and ability for mathematics, English and in Years 5 and 6 for science. All but four
classteachers work full time at the school. The school does provide some specidist teaching
in music and specia educationa needs.

The overd| qudity of teaching has been maintained since the previousingpection. Taken asa
whole, the qudity of teaching at Willow Bank Junior School isgood. However, the
percentage of very good and excellent teaching has increased significantly since the last
ingoection. Asaresult of very good teaching, particularly in Y ear 6, pupils make very good
gainsin their learning and achieve high sandardsin English, mathematics and science by the
end of Year 6. The monitoring, evaluation and development of teaching is very good and the
very good level of resources overdl, impact upon the qudity of teaching and pupils' learning.
In total, Sixty-three lessons were observed during the ingpection week. The qudity of
teaching ranges from excdlent to unsatisfactory but in nineteen out of twenty lessons teaching
is satisfactory or better. Three out of four lessons contain good teaching and one in four
lessons contains teaching that is very good or excdllent. These are very high percentages for
the qudlity of teaching. Only three |lessons were unsatisfactory and al werein Year 3, but
overdl teaching in Year 3 is satisfactory. Theteaching of dl subjectsis at least satifactory
with teaching in English, mathematics, science, art and design, history, physical education and
religious education being good. The teaching of music was a particular strength and was very
good.

Teachers have high expectations of their pupils particularly in English, mathematics and
stience. Teaching isgood in both English and mathematics, an improvement since the last
ingpection when they were judged to be satisfactory. Teaching of mathematics, English and
scienceisaparticular strength in Year 6 where it isjudged to be very good. This enables
older pupilsto leave the school having achieved very well. The teaching of Englishin Year 6,
for example, isexcelent. Strategies for the teaching of mathematics and English are very
effective, resources to support both teaching and learning are very good and very good

rel ationships are evident between pupils and aff. The strengths of the teaching of English
include the teachers knowledge and understanding of the subject and their skill in being able
to match the work to the differing abilities and needs whilst preparing thoroughly for the
different stages of the lesson. In science, asin mathematics, there is a positive emphasis on
the teaching of the subject through a practical gpproach so that pupils learn through
investigation, exploration and experimentation. Consstently positive marking is more evident
in English than in mathematics or science. In some of the ICT lessons seen, teechers
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26.

27.

28.

demondtrate alack of confidence and understanding of the new technology. Teaching in
music and specia educationd needsis very good and consequently standards have improved.
Theteaching of art and design in Year 6 is excdlent as the teacher involves pupils throughout
in their own learning, drawing upon prior experiences and introducing a number of dynamic
stimuli to capture pupils interest. Clear understanding of pupils needs and ability, coupled
with excellent communication skills and respectful rgpport with the class, enables the vast
mgority of pupilsto develop sketching skills and incorporate new techniques with confidence
and patience.

The good qudity teaching resultsin learning that is more effective and because of the
contribution made by very good or excellent teaching within Year 4, Year 5 and particularly
Year 6, the vast mgority of pupils achieve high standards by the end of Year 6. Good
support is offered by subject co-ordinators and in addition teaching assistants are used very
effectively, usudly supporting those pupils with specid educationd needs, and their good
work enables these pupils to make very good progress. Thisis generdly in line with that of
their peers.

The very good relationships between teachers and pupils are amgor strength. The
headteacher and staff have a dear vison for creating an environment for positive learning, one
in which pupilswork sensibly together, co-operating to support each other. Pupils are
encouraged to respond to the learning opportunities teachers provide. These promote
independence and pupils learn to work hard, offer their own views, and not to be afraid to be
wrong. The school believes mistakes are to be seen as alearning opportunity. Most pupils
show pridein their work and respond enthusiagtically to the tasks given them. However,
evidence during the ingpection indicates alack of conastency in pupils presentation, for
example in mathematics where targets for learning are not shared by pupilsin their books and
often work isnot dated. Marking across the school is dso inconsgtent. In many examples of
marking of English work shows how teachers comments do inform and challenge pupils
thinking and help to move them to the next stage of learning. Thisis very infrequent in some
other subject areas such as mathematics and science. Teachers have begun to look more
closdly at their practice and to consder which method will best suit their pupils and to
introduce some aspects of accelerated learning, such as the availability of drinking water.
Although at an early stage, where these are used appropriately, they have a positive impact
upon pupils concentration spans as well as serving to make the learning environment more
relaxed.

The best lessons are characterized by teachers carefully identifying what pupils are to learn
and sharing thiswith the pupils so that they understand exactly what they are to learn and what
is expected of them; teachers high expectations, and at least good knowledge and
understanding of the subject being taught. Management of pupils and the use of time, support
staff and resources are very good overal.

Where teaching is excdllent the teachers confidence with the subject knowledge is evident
and they communicate extremely well to pupils. Lessons are particularly well prepared and
organised to creste a podtive atmosphere for learning, which is sustained with a purpossful
pace. Lessons are chalenging, yet matched carefully to the needs of pupilsin the group and
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30.

31.

because the teachers use a very good range of teaching Strategies, it resultsin most impressve
learning by the mgority of the pupils. For example, in English lessonsin Year 6, pupils make
tremendous gainsin their knowledge and understanding of the work of Shakespeare and the
charactersin an extract from Macbeth. In music Year 4 pupils make excellent progress
during their lesson, al pupils are able to access the lesson, take part fully and remain
moativated throughout the task to compose their own clapping rhythm. In the only music
lesson not taught by the specialist teecher, the enthusiastic class teacher’ s excellent use of
praise coupled with clear musica expertise was amgor contributing factor to the pupils high
qudlity learning.

In some less effective lessons the learning objectives were unclear and therefore not the focus
of the lesson and there was limited or no evidence of the chalenge of pupils tasks being
matched to ther abilities, for example, alack of appropriate challenge for most able pupilsin
the lower school. Planning in an unsatisfactory lesson does not show how prior learning will
be accounted for, which resultsin alack of focus and attention by a sgnificant minority,
because some had dready done asmilar task in the infants, Opportunities for pupilsto
develop their own learning are lacking. Insufficient preparation is akey festure where
teaching is unsatisfactory and pupils neither become sufficiently involved in their own learning
nor have meaningful opportunities to sufficiently celebrate their own or work of others.

The teaching of pupils with specia educationa needsis a strength of the school. Themain
emphadisis on heping pupils achieve in English and the specidist teeching in this subject is
very good. Teachersknow their pupils specia needs well and plan thoroughly so that the
chalenge st if high but appropriate. Specid support arrangements are frequently made to
assis these pupilsin their learning and support staff make a vauable contribution in this.

Overdl teachers use homework very effectively to support learning. The evidencein pupils
homework books and folders and in teachers planning indicates homework set isrelevant to
the learning that has taken place, or isto take place in lessons.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILS?

32.

33.

The school provides abroad and generaly balanced curriculum, which is effectively
contributing to the very high qudity of education the school provides. The quality and range
of learning opportunities provided by the school are very good. All subjects of the Nationa
Curriculum are planned for gppropriately and pupils are provided with sufficient coverage of
persond, socia and hedlth education. The provison for pupils with specid educationa needs
is very good and they receive good levels of support, particularly in literacy lessons.

The school curriculum for rdligious education is excdlent. It isbroad and balanced and fully
meets the requirements of the Locally Agreed Syllabus. The curriculum is carefully planned to
meet the needs of pupils from al groups and backgrounds and contributes sgnificantly to
pupils spiritua development.
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36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

The school has up to date policies for al subjects. All these palicies provide good guidance to
teachers and comply fully with the requirements of the Nationa Curriculum. All schemes of
work arein place and teachers planning is carefully based on these schemes. The school has
examined dl timetables and has ensured that the proportion of time spent on each subject is
generdly appropriate. Thisensures that pupils receive awide-ranging curriculum and
contributes to the continuity and progression of their learning.

Thereisinsufficient use of ICT to support other subjects. The school is aware of this and
subject leaders plan to address thisissue.

The school’ s strategies for teaching literacy and numeracy are very good. The strategy of
setting for core subject lessons contributes to the high standards pupils attain and to the very
good progress pupils make. The school manages this arrangement very effectively. Pupilsin
al sats benefit from well-planned teaching based upon the consstently implemented Nationd
Literacy and Numeracy Strategies and consequently make very good progress.

The speciaist music teacher has prepared a detailed scheme of work and lessons are carefully
planned and carried out. This combined with the teacher’ s cong derable subject expertise and
avery good range of musical activities, contributes sgnificantly to the high standards pupils
atainin musc.

The very good range of extra-curricular activities offered to pupils considerably enrichesthe
school curriculum. Various viststo places of interest, such as museums, are organised to
support learning and aresidentia vist to Wales provides many benefits to the academic
curriculum and aso to the socid development of pupils. There are many after school
activities, the mgority of which are open to dl pupils with the exception of thosein Year 3.
Year 3 pupils do have accessto asmdler range of activities. Many pupils avall themselves of
these opportunities and they contribute to their learning notably in music and sports. Boys and
girls take part in footbal, netball, rugby, cricket and athletics tournaments. The school
orchestra performs throughout the year, supporting various school activities.

The school provides excdlent equdity of opportunity for its pupils. All pupilstake afull part
in school activities and teachers go to gresat lengths to ensure dl pupils are offered awide
range of different activitiesin which they are encouraged to take part.

The provison for dl pupils with specia educationa needsisvery good. Plans are carefully
drawn up with the support of the very good specidist teacher that ensure dl pupils, including
those with statements of speciad educationa need, receive very good support, enabling them
to make very good progress. For example the specidist scheme, skilfully used to support
pupils reading and spdlling, results in pupils making large learning gains, in some ingtances, the
equivaent of four years progress within a school year.

The schoal is very aware of the possible adverse effects of withdrawing pupils for support and
takes greet care to minimise these effects. The benefits of the additional learning support
given to pupils with specid educationa needs are many and outweigh the disadvantages. The
schoal is however dready investigating aternative methods of supporting these pupils.
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43.

45,

46.

47.

48.

Support given to pupilsistoo weighted in favour of literacy support but again the school is
aware of thisand is making plans to address the balance.

The schoal’ s provision for pupils persond, socid and hedth education is satisfactory. The
school has aclear policy covering awide range of issues and teachers implement it through
dedicated lessons and through other subjects and activities. The school has an agreed policy
for sex and relationships education but the provison for drugs education is under developed.

The school has established reasonable relationships with the attached infant school and the
nearby secondary school. Pupils who transfer to Year 3 from the infant schoal, vist in their
new school in the summer term. Pupilsin Year 6 vigt the loca secondary school to familiarise
themsdalves with the school and to benefit from their facilities such as computer suites. The co-
ordinator for specia educationa needs from the secondary school visits Willow Bank Juniors
to attend the annua review of pupilsin Year 6 who have specia educationd needs.

The schoal is very popular in the loca community and maintains good links through such
activities as harvest festivas and raising money for charities. A parent from theloca computer
company provides advice to the school on the nature and use of its computer hardware.

The school makes good provison overdl for the pupils spiritua, mora, socid and cultura
development. At thelast ingpection it was judged that pupils spiritud development was
under emphasised. Provision has now improved and isgood. Assemblies provide pupils with
opportunitiesto reflect on issuesin life and to gppreciate the joys and beauty of music as
performed by the school choir and orchestra. They develop the ability to understand
important concepts such as peace and harmony. Thiswork is continued into the classrooms,
for example, in aliteracy lesson where the teacher, through her simulating and emotive
reading, encouraged an awareness and awe of the creative and inspirational nature of

Shakespeare' s play writing.

The school now meets the requirements for adaily act of collective worship. It provides
excdlent examples of the school’ sincreasad provison for spiritudity. During the inspection
week assemblies were used to good effect to make pupils reconsider their own actions and
reflect on mgor issues such as‘Racism’ and ‘Peace’.

The school provides very good guidance for pupilsto develop their mord and socid
awareness. Pupils are clearly taught the concept of right and wrong. Consistent role models
and use of curricular opportunities reinforce this concept. The pupils work on the school
council helpsto reinforce their socid development by ensuring they contribute to the life of the
school and develop their role as citizens. Their sense of “citizenship’ is partly developed by
the work the school does fund raising for charities. Pupils responsibilities and independence
are developed through such means as organising their own sports teams and stalls on school
Fun Days. On aday-to-day basis they are encouraged to take responsibility for caculating
lunchtime numbers

The school incorporates a good range of cultura experiencesfor its pupils. Pupils are taken
to vigit the British Museum and a visiting theetre company visits the school to support the
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science curriculum. Pupils awareness of other culturesis developed in various ways. Some
pupils study the different lifestyles of grandparents from differing cultures. Others study
‘Aborigind’ art syle as part of their art and design curriculum.  Pupils gain information about
other countries and cultures through their geography work, where they use the Internet for
research purposes.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

49,

50.

51

52.

53.

The school continues to provide good support, advice and guidance for its pupils, and these
are astrength of the school. Relationships within the school are very good. The headteacher,
teachers and teaching assstants provide very caring and thoughtful support to pupils, saff are
accessible and responsive to pupils pastord needs. The good relationships throughout the
school create avery good learning environment and have a very positive impact on pupils
learning. Parents consulted confirm that they are happy with the support and guidance offered
to their children, and fed that the school helps their children to become mature and

responsible.

The school has clear expectations of good behaviour; the school rules are defined and
understood by dl. Pupils respond very well to the praise and encouragement from al
members of staff. Regular weekly assemblies provide good opportunities for celebrating
pupils individua work, effort and good behaviour.

When inappropriate behaviour does occur, the school has good procedures in place for
consulting with both pupils and their parents on ways to improve that behaviour. The school
has successfully integrated pupils excluded from their previous schools.

The school has systematic and effective policies and procedures in place for responding to
any incidents of sexud or racid harassment or bullying. The schoal is excdlent in promating
equdity of opportunity. There was no evidence of oppressive behaviour or bullying during the
ingpection. Pupils confirm thet they generdly fed safe and secure within the school. The
school has recognised the need to consider further ways to ensure that movement around the
school iscam and orderly. Both staff members and pupils confirm that the school’ s actions in
providing an incentive system to ensure that cloakroom areas are kept tidier have been
effective. Each week being able to eat their lunch outsde or to leave assembly first rewards
the year group whose cloakroom area has been the tidiest. Pupils till need to be encouraged
to look after their own persona property, and that of others.

The procedures for monitoring and assessing pupils academic progress in English,
mathematics and science are very good, good in ICT, music, physical education and design
and technology and satisfactory in art and design, geography, history, and rdligious education.
These procedures include tests, regular marking of pupils work, and self-assessments
undertaken by pupils. In English and mathematics these are focussed on the literacy and
numeracy strategies, the optiond testsin Years 3, 4 and 5 and the nationd tests at the end of
Year 6. In literacy, the wide range of assessment data available to aff is very effectively
used and older pupils are given excdlent guidance as to how to improve their work further,
with appropriate individual targets being set. In addition they have the opportunity to evaluate
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56.

57.

their own work and discuss how it might be improved. The school is developing procedures
for regularly assessing pupils progressin other subject areas. In al subjects guidance now
exigts for teachers to ensure that assessments can be both effective and consistent. Not al
teachers are implementing this guidance consistently but the subject co-ordinators are awvare
of this and they have plansin place to ensure consstency. This meansthat a present in some
foundation subjects, whilst individua teechers generdly match the chalenge within any task to
reflect pupils prior learning and attainment, there is not dways a system to ensure that
standards within awhole year group are known and recorded.

At the beginning of Year 3, teachers use arange of assessment information to make
predictions and set end of year targets. The information is aso used to place pupilsinto
higher and lower ability setsfor English and mathematics and to adjust future lessonsto
address the need in science. Target setting and assessment continues as pupils move through
the school. All the pupils are formaly assessed each year, the results of which are carefully
used to inform the teachers' curriculum planning and to identify training needs for teachers.
The pupils progress and attainment are tracked and recorded very effectively using computer
based programs to track individua progress. This givesinformation in a more helpful form.
There are clear and detailed sKills assessment sheetsin use for ICT, which cover al aspects of
this subject.

Assessment procedures in the core subjects have rightly been the school’ s priorities with
regard to assessment procedures. These procedures have made a significant contribution to
the well above average standards achieved in those subjects. Some foundation subject co-
ordinators are now being given more time to develop further monitoring and recording
sysems. This means that whilst they do not have aclear view of atainment and progress
throughout the school at present, the schoal is making progress in achieving this. The school
has a clear marking policy which teachersfollow. Training took place on effective marking
and andysis of marking in English and this has been effective in helping teachersto use
assessment to inform ther planning and involve pupils more fully in the assessment process.
Marking of English in the upper classesis exemplary.

Monitoring of pupils socid development isinforma but effective. Despite the large number
of pupilsin the school, teachers mostly know their pupils well, and are aware of individua
problems and concerns. Some parents have expressed their concern regarding their child's
progress because personal circumstances have resulted in one class having had alarge
number of supply teachers during this academic year. A full time teacher has now been
appointed for the rest of thisterm.

School procedures for recording and reporting pupils atendance meet statutory
requirements. Parents know what to do when their child is absent, and most advise the
school of the reason for their child' s absence. There are, however, inconsstenciesin the
completion of totasin registers, making monitoring of attendance over time more difficult than
it should be. In addition, not dl registers are dways returned to the centra collection point, to
be available in case of an emergency evacudtion.
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58. The school actively discourages parents from taking holidaysin termtime. However, a
growing number of parents take such holidays, sometimesin excess of the ten days officidly
permitted. The school makesit quite clear to these parents that any days in excess of the ten
permitted are considered as unauthorised absence, and expressesits disgpprova. However,
this has not deterred these parents from taking the holidays. The education wefare officer
vigtstermly, and after consultation with the school, has intervened gppropriately when

necessary.

59. Theschool takes very good care of pupils with specia educationd needs. Early and accurate
identification of need linked to carefully planned interventions and focussed teaching ensures
that they have excdlent opportunitiesto play afull part in school life. The school assesses and
tracks their progress very carefully and ensures that suitable targets are set.

60. Theschodl ise€ffective a providing sufficient chalenge for its gifted and talented pupils,
especidly in English and mathematics. The setting of pupils for these subjectsisamgor
contributory factor in how the school effectively targets these pupils. In other subjects the
needs of these pupils are well provided for, for example, in the range of musica and sporting
activities offered.

61. Thereisvery good liaison with the teachers who regularly support visudly impaired and
hearing impaired pupilsin school. They provide very good levels of advice to teachers,
teaching assstants and parents.

62. Child protection procedures are good, well-established and meet statutory requirements. The
headteacher is the person designated as having responsibility for child protection. All staff are
made aware of the importance of being vigilant and of the procedures to be followed if there
isconcern. Child protection procedures are not currently included in training given to
lunchtime supervisors.

63. The hedth, wellbeing and safety of pupils are given an gppropriately high priority. The school
has proper procedures in place to ensure safe use of the Internet. The school isworking
towards a ‘Hedlthy School’ award. Pupils have accessto drinking water & dl times. The
persondl, socid, hedth and citizenship programme contains gppropriate attention to pupils
persona safety, but further consideration is necessary to ensure that the school is providing a
more satisfactory level of drugs education. The building and premises committee carry out
regular safety checks of the school premises. Fire drills are carried out regularly, and
electrica and other equipment safety checked regularly. Risk assessments are carried out.

64. Overdl, the school provides good support, advice and guidance for its pupils.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

65. Parents have avery pogtive view of the school. Information from questionnaires and from the
parents meeting before the ingpection confirms that pupils enjoy coming to school. Parents

fed welcome in school, and able to gpproach the headteacher and dl staff. They appreciate
the support and guidance given. Parents vaue the school’ s emphasis high expectations with
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67.

68.

69.

70.

regard to encouraging their children to work hard, do their best and behave well. They fed
that the schoal is helping their children to become mature and responsible. They regard as
very high the qudity of the leadership and management of the school and itsteaching. A
number of parents felt that the amount of homework was inappropriate and that the school
could keep parents better informed of the progress their children make. Some also fdt that
the range of extra-curricular activitieswastoo limited. The ingpection team judged that
homework and extra-curricular provison were at least satisfactory but that better information
could be provided for parents, especidly in the annua report on their own child’s progress.

Although annud reports fulfil the minimum statutory requirements, such as the record of
attendance and Nationa Curriculum levels attained in the core subjects of English,
meathematics and science, the leve of additiond information contained in them is
unsatisfactory. Reports give barely satisfactory information regarding the core subjects.
However, there is not sufficient information in other subject areas regarding what the child
knows and can do. Reports do not give parents sufficient information about how their child
has progressed, and rardly tell parents how they can help their child progress further. Inthe
annua reports seen, pupils had not made a contribution, athough there is an opportunity for
parents and pupils to contribute and discuss their annua reports during the summer
conaultation evening.

Thereisastrong emphasis on encouraging parents to be involved in the education of their
children. Parents are welcome in school and they have informa access to Saff at the
beginning and end of the school day. Parents are encouraged throughout the school to hear
their child read on aregular basis, and parents respond positively to this encouragement
athough saverd pupilsin Year 3 said that no-one listened to them read at home. Attendance
a the termly consultation eveningsis high, and follow-up gppointments are offered to those
parents who do not attend. Parents are now given agood level of information at the start of
each term concerning the areas their children will be studying and the homework that will be
st Parents are involved in many of the extra-curricular activities available, and support from
parents and wider family members for the concerts and performances, for example by the
choir and the orchestra, is very high.

The school has recognised the need to continue to improve parents knowledge of the
curriculum. Last term the school organised an evening to explain the mathematics and
numeracy curriculum, and has introduced information sessons as part of the evening when
governors present their Annual Report to parents.

The school prospectus gives agood range of useful information, as does the governors
Annua Report to parents, athough there are minor omissons in both documents.
Newdetters give parents a good range of useful information about schoal.

A large number of parents regularly provide very effective support in classrooms. A dill
larger number of parents provide vauable support to extra-curricular activities, and support
educationd vidts. The school’s parent, teacher and friends association (The Willow Bank
School Association) very successfully organises awide range of socid and fundraising events,
regularly raising substantial funds to support the school and itswork. In addition parents and
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72.

saff have undertaken projects to help the school, such asinvestigating ‘ Safer Routes to
School’. The help provided by parentsis very much vaued and appreciated by the school.

The school works hard to continualy improve further its relaionship with parentsand is
successful in encouraging an increasingly close partnership with parents and carers. Nearly dl
parents respond well and are very supportive of the school. However, dthough attendance
levels are very good, many absences are for holidays taken in termtime. An incressing
number of parents take holidays in excess of the maximum ten school days dlowed. The
school correctly classifies these absences as unauthorised.

The school has avery good partnership with the parents of pupils with specid educationa
needs. Frequent meetings ensures that parents are kept up to date with their child’s problems
and progress and are able to contribute to their learning.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

73.

74.

75.

Improvement since the last ingpection has been very good. The leadership of the headteacher
isamgor strength of the school and is quite outstanding. Heiswel respected by staff,
parents, pupils and governors and his contribution to this very effective school is recognised
by the whole school community. Heiswell supported by some key senior managers and a
very effective governing body. The strengths identified at the time of the last ingpection have
been maintained and the new challenges and requirements facing schools today have been
met.

Through effective leadership, staff and governors have a shared educationa vison and a
strong commitment to school improvement. A very strong team spirit has been engendered.
The agreed school aims are centrd to the work of the school and its decison-making
procedures. This clear view as to how to maintain high standards and gain further
improvements has led to the cregtion of efficient management procedures by which the
suitable and agreed school priorities are effectively implemented.

The headteacher, and governing body, are very well aware of their school’ s strengths and
weaknesses and they work together to maintain the former and address the latter. Action
plans have been agreed and implemented and these are regularly reviewed. These action
plans prioritise literacy, numeracy, ICT, specia educationd needs provison, and the
development and maintenance of the school premises. In al these areas there has been very
good improvement since the last ingpection except in ICT where there has only been
satisfactory improvement. Thisis partly due to severa changesin the co-ordination of this
agpect of the school’swork but asit was the first key issue from the previous inspection,
more improvement in the provision of this subject was to be expected. Some key
developments in this subject have been made too recently for the staff to be successfully
implementing required changes. At present the success criteria within the school’ s action
plans are not specific enough to identify exact, messurable improvement in a@ther learning or
teaching.
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79.

80.
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Thereis excdlent co-ordination of specid educationa needs provison in school. The co-
ordinator is a skilled teacher of pupils with specid educationa needs and provides exemplary
support and advice for colleagues. Thisis an areaof consderable improvement and recent
initiatives have al been very effective.

Monitoring and evauation of teaching and learning are areas in which the school has greetly
improved since the last ingpection. The school has correctly focused its attention on the
effectiveness of itsteaching in English and mathemétics. There are good examples within
these subjects of effective monitoring and evauation procedures that have led to redistic and
systematic improvement. The school has correctly identified that this practice needs to be
developed to include al staff with respongibilities. The co-ordination of literacy, specid
educationa needs and music are dl excellent and strengths of the school. Performance
management requirements have been implemented and the agreed objectives are linked with
the school improvement plan.

The governing body is a strength of the schoal. It fulfils its Satutory requirements and
provides ahigh leve of challenge and support for senior taff. An appropriate action plan
following the previous ingpection was formulated and governors have ensured that dl key
issues have been addressed. Governors are aware of their responsibilities and ensure that
they fully play their part in ataining school improvement. Different areas of the school’ s work
are assigned to lead governors and committees, who then work closdy with identified staff.
An efficient reporting back procedureisin operation so that al governors receive the leve of
information that they require. The governing body has a clear understanding of its strategic
role. Whilst being very active it does not congtrain senior managers in the day-to-day running
of the school. School self-evauation is seen by governorsto be very important. The
governing body asks searching questions of its headteacher and effectively gpplies key
criteria, such as the principles of best value, when making decisons.

New gtaff and governors are effectively supported when they join the school. Very good
induction sysems are in place and the school can provide effective initid teacher training. The
chair of the Governors Personnd Committee always vists new teachers in the teaching
Stuation not only to provide support but aso to ensure that the appointments procedure has
been effective. Thisisexcdlent practice.

Financia planning and control are astrength of the school. Senior staff and governors agree
and adopt a budget that is focussed on achieving the priorities identified in the improvement
plans. A balanced budget has been set for the current year. Each budget holder hasto
undertake an audit in order to identify resource needs. Senior staff and governors then
condder this before the final budget is set. The main areaof curriculum investment in the past
year has been the purchase of ICT equipment. Thisis till too new for the school or the
ingpection to messure itsimpact athough improvement in this area has been made as
gandardsin ICT now meet nationa expectations.

Financid contral is excelent with the most recent auditor’ s report being acted upon. The

school is successful at atracting additiona funding and using specific grants and additiond
funding to support its agreed ams and planned improvement. Information of very high qudity

Willow Bank Junior School - 28



82.

isaways available and is regularly presented to, and discussed by, senior staff and governors.
Thisinformation has dlowed the headteacher to ensure that the schoal is effectively using any
specific grants to achieve their designated outcomes. Administrative support within the school
isvery effective. It operates very efficiently and in away that alows teaching saff to
concentrate on their teaching and curriculum respongibilities. Very good useis made of new
technologies to support this aspect of the school’ swork.

The school isvery well staffed and the appointment procedure has ensured that in the team
thereisthe full range of specidisms and strengths to dlow the school to operate efficiently.
Due to an on-going personnd issue, the school has increased its Saffing levels so asto
provide continuity for pupils. This has been possble due to the excdlent financia
arrangements referred to earlier. Learning resources across the whole curriculum are a least
adequate and very good in relaion to English, mathematics, art and design, design and
technology, music and physica education. The accommodetion is very well cared for and
clean. Support staff with this respongbility do an excdlent job in keeping the school as
attractive as possible for pupils and staff. The school has access to extensive, dtractive
grounds.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

83.

There are no weaknesses for the school and the governors to address but they may wish to
consder the following areas which are lesswell developed in order to enhance standards
further:

I Toaddressthe smdl amount of unsatisfactory teaching.

i Toensurethat Annua Reportsto parents give appropriate information to parents
regarding the progress their children are making in al subjects.

i To support Saff better in the teaching of ICT by ensuring that the school’ s resources are
reliable and *user-friendly’. Linked to this development there needsto be a
reassessment of how well ICT is used across the curriculum especidly in relaion to the
modelling and control eements of the Nationa Curriculum for ICT.
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of |essons observed 63
Number of discussions with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 30
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
Number 7 17 19 17 3 0 0
Percentage 11 27 30 27 5 0 0

The table gives the number and percentage of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching. Care should be taken when interpreting these percentages as each lesson represents more than one percentage point.

Information about the school’s pupils

Pupilson the school’srall Y3-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) 299
Number of full-time pupils known to be digible for free school meds 7
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Y3-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of specia educationa needs 5
Number of pupils on the school’ s specia educational needs register A
English asan additional language No of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additional language 8
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 3
Pupils who left the school other than at the usua time of leaving 7
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Attendance

Authorised absence Unauthorised absence

% %
School data 3.6 School data 0.0
National comparative data 54 National comparative data 0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6)

Year Boys Girls Total
Number of registered pupilsin final year of Key Stage 2 for the latest 2002 32 A 66
reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Boys 27 30 32
Numbers of pupilsat NC Girls 31 30 3
level 4 and above
Total 58 60 65
Percentage of pupils School 838 (97) 91 (84) 98 (99)
at NC level 4 or above National 75 (75) 73 (70) 86 (87)
Teachers' Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 26 29 32
Numbers of pupilsat NC Girls o5 30 il
level 4 and above
Total 51 59 63
Percentage of pupils School 77 (92) 89 (90) 95 (90)
at NC level 4 or above National 73 (72) 74 (74) 82 (82)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin the last school year

Categoriesused in the Annual School Census No of pupils Number of Number of

onroll fixed period | permanent

exclusions exclusions
White—British 187 0 0
White—Irish 0 0 0
White — any other White background 6 0 0
Mixed — White and Black Caribbean 2 0 0
Mixed — White and Black African 0 0 0
Mixed — White and Asian 6 0 0
Mixed — any other mixed background 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British - Indian 2 0 0
Asian or Asian British - Pakistani 3 0 0
Asian or Asian British — Bangladeshi 0 0 0
Asian or Asian British — any other Asian background 2 0 0
Black or Black British — Caribbean 0 0 0
Black or Black British — African 0 0 0
Black or Black British —any other Black background 0 0 0
Chinese 0 0 0
Any other ethnic group 0 0 0
No ethnic group recorded 91 0 0

The table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only. It gives the number of exclusions, which may be different from the number of

pupils excluded.

Teachers and classes

Quialified teachersand classes. Y3-Y6

Financial information

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) 116 Financial year 2002/3

Number of pupils per qualified teacher 2581

Average classsize 29.9 £

Education support saff: Y3—-Y6 Total income 684007

Total number of education support staff 9 Total expenditure 684007

Total aggregate hours worked per week 137 Expenditure per pupil 2288
Balance brought forward from previous 2244

year
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Recruitment of teachers

Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years 325
Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years 5
Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE) 0
Number of vacanciesfilled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE) 0
Number of unfilled vacancies or vacanciesfilled by teachers on temporary contract of less than one 0
term (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturn rate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

The teaching is good.
| am kept wel informed about how my child is
getting on.

| would feel comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.
The school is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outside lessons.
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Number of questionnaires sent out 299
Number of questionnaires returned 135
Srongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know
1 0 0
50 4 1 1
36 60 3 0 1
30 53 14 1 1
62 30 4 1 4
36 52 10 1 1
64 29 4 1 1
58 39 1 0 3
32 11 1 3
4 43 1 0 2
50 46 1 1 2
39 47 7 4 4




PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE

CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

ENGLISH

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

There has been very good improvement in English since the previous inspection report. The
overd| standard of attainment of pupils a the end of Year 6 iswel above nationd averages.
Within this overdl sandard, attainment in spesking and listening, writing and reading for the
present eleven year olds are very high. English is a strength of the school. The schoal falled
to meset its English target for 2002 by 3%. The rate of improvement in English standards has
been higher than the nationd average over the past five years and the gap between the
nationa average and the school’ s higher standards has consequently increased.

The previous ingpection in 1999 identified that Standardsin English by the age of eleven were
above national expectations for reading and writing and well above expectations in spesking
and lisening. In 2002, results were well above the national average. In comparison to
amilar schools gandards were in line with the average. Ingpection findings indicate that the
school has taken action to identify the reason for this. The very comprehensive literacy action
plan seeks ways in which the school will maintain or increase the current sandardsin order to
achieve well above average for schoolsin asimilar context. Whilst there were differencesin
the performances of boys and girlsin 2002, thiswasin line with the nationa pattern. Both
performed better than their gender group nationaly.

The samples of pupils work in English andysed and seen during the week of the ingpection,
indicated that each year group has awide range of ability. Overdl, dl pupilsincluding those
with specid educationa needs, achieve well in relation to their ability and make very good
progress. Information and communication learning aids are effectively used to support pupils
with specific gpecid needs, for example visud impairment. The standards of the higher
ataining pupilsin Years 4, 5 and 6 are well above expectations for their age group. The
school has introduced support programmes, additional helpers to hear readers and booster
classes for those who are experiencing difficulty in the younger classes, to deveop ther
literacy sKills.

The successful implementation of the Nationd Literacy Strategy has helped considerably to
ensure a consgstent gpproach to planning and teaching. Thisis having a pogitive effect on
pupils progress. A srong focus on teaching basic skills and the emphasis on guided reading
and shared text work hasimproved fluency and expression in reading and writing.

Pupils knowledge and understanding of fiction and non-fiction texts have been considerably
extended, thanks especidly to the Nationa Literacy Strategy and the love of books that the
English co-ordinator and teachers share. Pupils, particularly in the older classes, are sdIf-
moativated, enjoy reading and many are reading demanding texts. Reading atainment is high
because the skills needed to read with degper understanding are being taught very well.
These pupils show understanding of arange of texts, can select essential points and use
inference and deduction gppropriately. Many of them were eagerly awaiting the latest JK
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Rowling book and were predicting what might hgppen init. Thisis due to the quaity of work
covered in preparing structured book reviews, particularly the very good reasons given why
one should read books by outstanding authors. For pupils of average ability, the reading skills
and the skills needed to reach a degper understanding of texts are sufficiently well developed
to enable them to cope with most passages. However, the pupilsin Year 3 had alimited
knowledge of authors other than Dick King Smith, could not talk about their work and were
only making satisfactory progress. Many of those spoken to said they did not read to parents
a home. Pupils with specia educationa needs receive support individualy or in groups and
achieve wdll.

The library has developed well since the previous inspection. It is very welcoming, owing to
the colourful displays and the pupilsS modesthat act asavisud stimulus. Pupils make good
use of this well-stocked library, which contains many high qudity and attractive books. There
is very good support from a teaching assistant who completes the adminidtrative role, runs
Book Week and looks after the library very efficiently. However, thereislittle opportunity for
pupils to act as librarians, look after, or run the library to develop their independent skills.

The use of the library contributes effectively to meeting the Nationd Literacy Strategy
objectives and iswell used in other subjects for research.

Speaking and listening skills are well developed by the end of Year 6 acrossdl subjects. This
is because teachers guide learning sengtively and encourage the use of Standard English. In
addition, they provide opportunities for pupils to use spesking skillswdl inlessons. Asa
conseguence, the mgority of pupils spesk with fluency and understanding. Pupilsin Year 6
can articulate ideas and can phrase questions very well in whole class and group discussions.
Very good questioning by teachersin the older classes ensuresthat dl pupils are drawvn into
the subject being studied and al are given many very good opportunities to contribute their
ownideas. Each class hasto plan and present a class assembly each term. Thisgivesthe
pupils ared sense of performance and improves their forma speaking ahilities. In discussons
with pupils they were able to put forward their own point of view with clarity and conviction.
The school productions and servicesin the loca church aso provide opportunities for more
forma sustained talk to awider audience than the class.

Two excdlent lessons seen in Y ear 6 were based on pupils becoming familiar with the work
of Shakespeare. They understood the background to Macbheth, written in 1606 to please the
new King Jamesthe First. At one point, when the teacher was reading the different roles, she
built up the atmosphere very dramatically providing excdlent role modeling of reading. With
such aperformance it is no wonder that the pupils were able to read their parts so well.

Pupils dso began to understand and identify expressions and words thet are not in ordinary
usetoday. Inan excdlent lesson seenin Year 5 pupils did not understand that a poem could
be interpreted in different ways. Initidly their first thoughts about the poem, Snake by John
Mbiti, was thet they did not likeit. However, after working in groups and performing the
poem very well indeed they changed their mind, liked it and understood why these poems are
cdled ‘Performance’ poems.

The scrutiny of work showed that each aspect of writing is covered and understood well by
pupilsin Year 6. Narrative writing in Year 6 shows avery good variety of sentence lengths
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and gtructures with a good range of connectives, for example, ‘a tingle of excitement,” ‘a
shudder of horror enveloped her’. The teachers are encouraging the pupils to become
authors. Inthe Year 6 * Amazing Anthology of Engaging Short Stories,” one story begins
‘thud ... thud... thud.. .thud, the monstrous beast fought its way through the tall grasses
of Africa’smain jungle.” There are many examples of wonderful imeges, ‘thefieldsare
like a patchwork quilt with a farmin the centre’. Pupilswork hard to produce interesting
text, for example, * The shadow was as faint as a torch light dying out.’

Pupils are given many opportunities to write from different points of view and to consder
issues and dilemmas. In Y ear 4 they have written stories about greed, bullying, jedlousy and
onewrote, ‘Is revenge sweet, or can they forgive and forget? Year 6 pupils effectively
organise their work, express clear arguments, and use emotive language to make the
arguments more powerful, for ingtance, ‘Do circuses still need animal acts?  Very good
teaching in Year 5 helps pupils to write play scripts and to structure letterswell. Asaresult
by Year 6 pupils are able to write lettersin aforma style or informa style with accurate
information and write ingructions using Smple and complex sentences. It iswithin writing that
teachers make the best use of ICT.

Thisisaschool that loves poetry, teaches every form successfully and invites a poet to talk
about hiswork. Year 4 recognise smple forms of poetry and write very good Animal Poems,
‘The lion growls fiercely and ferociously while hunting for its prey’. Pupilsin Year 6
have each written their own Book of Poems. One new verse written for, The Highwayman
began ‘ The moon was a shining diamond reflecting on the sea, The moor was a sleeping
cat purring more and more'.

There was evidence of good writing in other subjects, for example, in history, accounts and
booklets based on lifein Ancient Egypt, a biography of Mary the Firg, lettersto ‘ Dear
Hercules' and from arigger on the Mary Rose, poignant writing on the life of an evacuee
and reading fiction books related to the period. 1n geography, story settings spell out the
weather, ‘...a hot summer’s day in the middle of the morning and the wind was
completely still’. Other examples of writing include letters written to aloca supermarket
regarding Fair Trade, leaflets on why we should save energy, recipes, and awide range of
ingtructions, plus good moving picture books that Y ear 4 had developed through art and
design and design and technology based on the story of, Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory.

The whole school action to improve pupils spelling highlighted in the last ingpection report is
successtully raising standards. The very comprehensive pupils Soelling Journals explain
spdling grategies very well. The weekly spdlings rules were explained well to the higher
ataining Year 3 pupils. Pupils know that a prefix isastring of |ettersthat go in front of a
word and learnt the meaning of the prefix anti, co, bi, sub, mis, non, and ex, before copying
the words in their spelling books to learn.

Grammar iswell taught across the school. The understanding the pupils have enhances both
their reading and writing skills; it supports effective communication. In anumber of lessons
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seen pupils were using dictionaries to improve their work. Punctuation is understood and
used well.

The anadlyss of pupils work and lesson observations indicated that the teaching of handwriting
isimproving. In some booksin Year 3 handwriting is just beginning to reach the standard
expected. InYear 6 handwriting is fluent, joined and legible.

Overdl the qudlity of teaching and learning in the fourteen lessons observed was very good.
Within this four lessons were excellent and four were very good. One lesson was
unsatisfactory. This represents a marked improvement from the time of the last ingpection
when teaching was mainly satisfactory. The teechers enthusasm and very secure knowledge
and undergtanding of the literacy dtrategy have in part been respongible for this high standard.
Teachers have high expectations; their lessons are well planned and structured with clear
learning outcomes that are shared with the pupils. They use awide range of effective
drategies to improve learning for al pupilsin school. Relationships are very good. When
teaching is unsatisfactory, the purpose of the work set is unclear and expectations are not high
enough. Teachers had made good use of homework opportunities throughout the year.

Pupils enjoy their lessons and are well motivated and eager to learn. During the literacy
lessons observed, pupils behaviour was good in the lower school and very good in the upper
schoal. Here pupils retain concentration well during the lessons and follow instructions
diligently. They participate fully in discussons and work well together in pairs and groups.
On the one occasion younger pupils did misbehave it was because they were unsure of the
task because of many interruptions during the lesson.

Pupils progressin reading, writing and spelling is tracked well using Quadlifications and
Curriculum Authority (QCA) annud tests. Thereis very good monitoring, analysing and
evauation of results. Thisinformation guides future planning very well. Consequently, pupils
aretaught in set ability groups. Marking isgood overdl and in Years 5 and 6 it is exemplary.
This shows how very secure the teachers knowledge of Englishis. Not only are the assessed
pieces of work marked comprehengvely but so every other piece of English work the pupil
does. Each pupil’swork is persondly commented on. As aresult the pupils have very good
attitudes to their work, appreciate the teachers efforts, take notice of criticism, evaluate thair
work, redraft and correct.

Co-ordination of the subject is excellent. The co-ordinator is very secure in her knowledge
and understanding of the curriculum. Sheisfully aware of the sandards required to achieve
the highest grades and seeks to ensure that dl pupils meet their potentia. The quality of her
monitoring and evauation of lessons, including feedback to each individua teacher, is a credit
to her. Thereisathorough and incisive action plan in place to maintain and raise a@tanment in
English. Thetargets within this plan are achievable as dreedy hdf of the Year 5 pupils are
working well above the national expectations for their age. Resources required to promote
the introduction of the literacy hour are of avery good qudity and have been chosen well.

Willow Bank Junior School - 38



MATHEMATICS

103.

104.
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The improvement in mathematics since the previous ingpection isgood. Attainment was
judged to be above nationd expectation in the previous report. Overal, teachingin
mathematicsis good.

Standards achieved by pupils are well above average at the end of Year 6 in the work seen
during the ingpection. The results for the 2002 Nationa Curriculum tests show attainment was
well above average in comparison to al schools nationdly and to smilar schools. This
accurately reflected the teachers: own assessment of their pupils. The proportion of pupils
ataining the expected level was much larger than the average and the proportion exceeding
expectations was aso much larger than average, including two pupils who aso achieved the
next level. Since 1998 there has been a steady improvement, resulting in the school
maintaining high slandards for the three-year period prior to 2002. The school has dways
consdered striving for higher tandards in mathematics to be an important am. Toraise
standards further the school has set its own targets and continues to analyse results and review
its plans to set the long-term god of improving standards further. In the period since the
previous ingpection the school hasimproved a number of aspects of its mathematics
curriculum, which had a positive impact upon pupils learning and have raised standards.
Weaknesses were identified and teachers used the National Numeracy Strategy effectively to
address these, whilst adapting it well to meet the needs of the pupils in the school, particularly
inYear 6. The school failed to meet its mathemeatics target for 2002 by 3%.

Overdl, pupils overdl make good progressin their first three years in the juniors but where
teaching is seen to be very effective pupils of dl abilities achieve very wdl, including those
higher attaining pupils and those with specia educationa needs, who are well supported in
lessons. In those lessons where teaching is very good, teachers have high expectations, plan
work to match differing abilities, organise and manage their classes well and communicate
their good subject knowledge to pupils. They use effective questioning in order to chalenge
pupils mathemetical thinking. Resources are very well used to impact upon pupils' learning.
In the one lesson judged to be unsatisfactory, the planning is ingppropriate and insufficient to
match the needs of the young pupils and did not show how earlier learning would be
accounted for. The purpose of the lesson is not made clear to pupils, therefore athough
enjoyable, the rlevance of the activity was unclear and pupils did not have the opportunity to
control or develop their learning. The school’ s commitment to raising sandards is reflected in
lessons where pupils are mainly working at levels that maich their ability. InYear 6, pupils
achieve very wdl overdl where the teaching during the ingpection was seen to be consistently
very good.

By the end of Year 6 amogt dl pupils have avery good knowledge of al four operations of
number and a secure understanding of place value. Because there is astrong emphasison
mental mathematics pupils can use awide range of drategies to solve mathematical problems.
The mgority of pupilswithin the lower attaining group are able to identify and use gppropriate
operations to solve word problems, such as they know that if four bals cost £2.96, one bdll
costs £2.96 , 4 whichis 74 pence. All pupils can use a cdculator confidently to aid the
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problem solving process and know it isimportant to check reasonableness and units of
measure gppropriate for problem solving. They learn very well and as a consequence amost
al are now on course to attain the expected nationd leve by the end of the year. Higher
ataining pupils are actively encouraged to work towards higher than average levels. This
group of pupilsis securein solving problems by identifying and using necessary information.
They check their results by using the inverse operation and are both confident and capable as
they accurately describe complex problems using mathematical vocabulary. In turn they can
provide reasons, when the teacher probes their understanding with a number of chalenging
questions. They are able to use the memory key on acaculator to caculate answers to
questions such as (456.7 x 321) — (761 —402) = ?. Very good teaching provides many
opportunities for pupils to demongtrate their knowledge and subsequently, pupils sdf
confidence grows more and more as they extend their mathematical understanding. They
learn very wdl and are now on course to attain a higher than expected nationd leve by the
end of the schoal year. At present not enough use is made of mathematicsin other subjects.

The arrangement for grouping by attainment and the use of additiona staff reduces the size of
teaching groups. When combined with high quality teaching it dlowswork to be closaly
matched to pupils ability, particularly to stretch the higher attaining pupils and ensure that
lower ataining pupils keep up with or exceed expectation. Asthe level of chalenge for pupils
inYear 6 iscongstently more gppropriate than in, for example, some of the other junior
classes, pupils are very well motivated and interested in their work and make better progress.
Thisimpacts immediately upon pupils learning. Where teaching is very good, teachers use on
going assessment to adapt their planning in order to continually meet the needs of each group
of pupilsin thelessons. The school arranges booster classesfor Year 5 and 6 pupilsto raise
standards further in the subject, by targeting pupils whose attainment does not currently reflect
their mathematica ability. Tasks are not dways based upon clear assessment of prior learning
or understanding of what pupils already know, understand and can do, and because of this,
work is not dways suitably matched to learning needs. Overdl, throughout the school pupils
have a very good attitude towards the subject.

A very good and well-balanced range of learning opportunitiesis provided within the
framework of the National Numeracy Strategy. Pupils enjoy increasing opportunities for
learning through investigetive and practical activities. Although currently, some teachers are
developing the use of computer technology to support teaching and learning, there is limited
evidence that ICT is being used extensvely in the subject. The school has identified within the
subject’ s action plan that opportunities for the use of ICT asan integrd part of lessons needs
to be further developed and acknowledges further software is needed. The detailed action
plan for raising standards till higher includes a rigorous analysis, monitoring and evauation
programme, the results and review of which are promptly acted upon. Homework iswell
used to support pupils learning in schooal.

The subject iswell led and managed by a very proactive capable co-ordinator. Resources
are now very good and are well used by teachersto support pupils learning and meet the
requirements of the Nationa Curriculum programme of study. An effective system of
assessment and recording has been ingtigated and the co-ordinator 1ooks forward to fully
implementing this for dl mathematics topics. The school acknowledges the particular
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importance of teachers questioning to assess pupils degree of understanding. Other areas
for further development include: to extend opportunities to celebrate pupils achievement
within mathematics work through display in school and to extend dl pupils salf knowledge of
their learning o that they know how they can improve and are aware of their own targetsin
mathematics. Although the extengve evidence during the ingpection indicates most of the
pupils work iswell organised and presented, a policy for marking and presentation in
mathematics would serve to consstently raise standards across the school.

SCIENCE

110.
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The school has made good improvement in science sSince the last ingpection. During the
ingpection, six lessons were seen, books from al year groups were scrutinised and discussons
were held with pupils, teachers and the science subject leader.

Overdl standards as measured in testsin 2002 were well above average when compared to
al schools and above average when compared to schoolsin similar circumstances. More
pupils achieved higher levels than in other schools and fewer pupils achieved lower levels.
Based on those tests, pupils had made well above average progress compared to when they
were seven years old. Thisis an improvement in standards since the time of the last

ingoection.

Standards seen during the week of ingpection were well above average with evidence of
pupils making very good progress, especidly in Year 6. Pupils with specia educationa needs
make very good progressin science.

The youngest pupils in the school demongtrate good understanding of al areas of the science
curriculum. They classfy plants and animals and conduct investigations to discover the
importance of the leaf in aplant’s growth cycle. They conduct investigations to find out which
material is most resstant to wear and tear and which paper is most absorbent. When learning
about forces they test eastic bands to see the effect stretching has upon them.

Asthey move up the school the work builds upon earlier learning and becomes more
chalenging. For example, having studied dectricity in Year 4 and made smple circuits, pupils
later have to make more complex circuits and draw them with technica symbolsin Year 6.
Simple plant studies conducted in Year 3 are developed in Y ear 5 when the investigations into
plants needs areincreasingly complex, involving the congderation and manipulation of a
range of variables.

By the time they arein Y ear 6 pupils demonsirate good understanding of the science work
they have studied. They show particularly good understanding of the concepts concerned
with investigative science. They are able to explain how investigations are conducted, how
variables need to be controlled and the need for measures to ensure ‘fairness. They know
how to record investigations and measurements in avariety of forms, usng ICT when
appropriate. For example, pupils taked enthusiagtically about using an e ectronic microscope.
The school’ s recent emphasis on invetigative science is evident in pupils understanding
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throughout the schoal.

Teaching of science is good overdl; thisis an improvement on the teeching at the time of the
last ingpection. Teachers have good subject knowledge and thisis evident in the clear
objectives they set for pupils. The best teaching islively, with focussed questioning that
chalenges pupils to extend and to use their knowledge. Teachers drive lessons on with
sustained pace o that progressis quick. Clear expectations of outcomes are shared with the
pupils so that they know what they must achieve and by when. An example of this was seen
inaYear 5lesson about plant growth; the teacher explained precisely what tasks the pupils
were expected to complete by the end of the lesson and what good work would look like.

Teachers plan afull range of activities with a particularly strong emphass on investigetive
stience. Thisisvery good practice. Thisimportant area of the science curriculum is well
planned for and generdly wdl taught.

Teachers make good use of science to develop pupils writing skills and skills of numeracy.
Detalled reports are written in avariety of forms and afull range of stlandard measuresis used
in investigative work.

Teachers assessment of science, and the use subsequently made of it, isgood. Regular tests
chart progressin each year group. Asaresult extra support is timetabled for those pupils not
making enough progress. Year 6 teachersin particular use assessments of investigative
science work to adjust future lessons to address identified needs. Thisisvery good practice,
which might usefully be shared throughout the school. Teachers make very good use of
homework to support and consolidate learning.

Where teaching is less effective, the work planned is not based on knowledge of different
pupils achievements or previous understanding. The task given isthe samefor dl pupils and
thisresultsin lack of challenge, particularly for the more able. Too often teachers have
decided on the investigation and this prevents pupils from using and applying their scientific
knowledge and understanding to devise their own investigetions.

Teaching of science dlows al pupils full accessto the whole curriculum. Thisis particularly
notable for pupils with specid educationa needs. These pupils are included in dl activities,
chalenged to complete and achieve them well, but given very good support to achieve
outcomes. Girls and boys benefit equaly from the teaching and achieve appropriately.
Teachers support al groups of pupils wel, including gifted and talented pupils, and ensure an
accurate match of chalenge to ability.

The schoal’ s science curriculum offers very good opportunities to develop pupils spiritud,
mord, socid and cultura understanding. They have frequent opportunities to reflect on the
wonders of nature through their work on plant growth. Teachers seize spontaneous
opportunities to extend understanding, for example when a hedgehog appeared in the
playground and immediate discussion was held about it with the whole class. Vidtsare
arranged which support this aspect of pupils development, and there are visits to the school
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by a science theatre and the Planetarium.

The school co-ordinator for science is committed and enthusiastic. She has worked hard to
support colleagues through her review of school policies and schemes of work and by
preparing alarge bank of ideas for lessons. Her work in monitoring and eva uating the work
of teachersis unsatisfactory and she does not have a secure view of the provisonin Year 6.
Asthis area of the school has many strengths, which might usefully be shared, thisis
disappointing. However, the co-ordinator is aware of thisand is planning to address this
need.

ART AND DESIGN
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125.

126.

Standards of attainment at the end of Y ear 6 are above those expected for their age, which
represents good improvement since the previous ingpection. Because the quality of teaching
overal hasimproved and thereisagood level of appropriate resources to support teaching,
pupils of dl abilities achieve wdl including pupils with specid educationd needs and those
identified as gifted and talented. They enjoy the subject and generdly are very keen to
respond to the wide range of opportunities, which enable them to demongtrate creetivity.

A strength of the subject that reflects the very good pupil attitude towards art and design and
high standards achieved, is the high quality and range of work on display. This consstently
highlights the extent to which the staff have increased awareness of the subject’ s requirements
and forged noticeable links with other subjects. For example in rdligious education where
Year 3 pupilsfollowed up achurch vigt with their choice of drawings important to Chrigians.
There are many links with history and geography throughout the school. A display of very
good qudity by Year 4 pupils demondtrates arange of their work based upon their vigt to the
Nationa Museum. It included papier-méché Greek Olympic plates and ‘ Goggle Head'
drawings inspired by the sculptor Elisabeth Frink. Year 5 pupilsillustrated booklets, which
recount their own Adventures of Odysseus within their literacy sudies. Older pupils have
additiond opportunities to develop skillswithin Art Club. Art enjoys a high profile within
school and is clearly a developing subject.

Y ear 6 pupils demongtrate a broad range of skills, which they use well on a number of
occasons. For example when painting water, pupils provide detailed annotation of the kills
used and the process, which demondtrates its clear and purposeful link with literacy. A pupil
describeshow ‘I used my finger, going up and down to make a ripple effect’ or ‘the
technique to draw a simple shape, fill it in with water by dropping water coloursonto it
and then filling the space.” Pupilsin Year 6 regularly make evauative comments about their
work. Within the one Y ear 6 lesson observed, pupils show how they develop their sketching
skillswell, learn from others by discussing how they used the technique of shadowing with
charcod or chak in order to cregate the effect of movement. Although art and designis
studied as a separate subject it contributes well not only to other subjects but to aspects such
as spiritual, socid and cultura development. Year 3 explore fabric patterns and look to
compare these from across countries around the world. In al year groups pupils co-operate
well and support each other’slearning. Year 4 pupils produce a ddightful display about
Aborigind art where they draw boomerangs and didgeridoos.
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128.

129.

The qudity of teaching and learning overal in the four lessons seen is good with an example of
very good and excdlent teaching. Planning is detailed and what the next stages of learning are
identified and gppropriate. Therefore pupils know what exactly what they areto learn in the
lesson and so make good progress. Lessons are at least well resourced and managed.
Teachers are confident and communicate very good subject knowledge to the pupils. Where
teaching was seen to be excdlent the teacher involves the pupils fully in their own learning,
gave very clear guidance and used arange of dynamic and exciting stimuli which had an
immediate impact upon pupils mativation, sustained interest and excellent learning. Teachers
have high expectations for the qudity of pupils work and dl pupils respond very well. Pupils
enjoy art and design and demondtrate a consistently good attitude towards their learning.
Rdationshipsin lessons are very good. Pupils are generally encouraged to choose the
resources, medium or technique necessary to meet the requirements of the task. Pupils
appreciate they may choose to adapt or modify their ideas or design and where teaching is
good or better assessment is part of the conclusion of the lesson and pupils are able to discuss
their work and that of others so that it might be improved further.

At the time of the ingpection the use of ICT in art and design isin its early stages of
development in having an impact upon pupils learning. The digitd camerais used by saff and
pupils in some study units, such as Form and Space where details of the school building can
be made into a Power Point presentation. Web sites are used as aresearch tool.

The school has yet to invite an *artist in resdence’ to make a contribution to the devel opment
of the subject or to extend opportunities to enrich pupils learning. A formal assessment
sysemisnow in place reedy for full implementation in the autumn term. It isintended to
provide information to teechers, which they can use to inform future curriculum planning. The
co-ordinator has raised the profile of the sketchbook and now isintending to develop a
congstent use throughout each class, as the school continues to improve drawing skills. The
co-ordinator has no opportunities to formally monitor teaching and learning, athough some
photographic evidence is kept as arecord, with aview to establish a portfolio of pupils
work.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

130.

Standards of attainment at the end of Y ear 6 are above those expected for their age and
represent good improvement since the previous inspection. Key features in the standards
pupils achieve are embraced within the positive contributions design and technology makesto
the whole curriculum and its raised profile since the previous ingpection. The subject iswell
lead by the co-ordinator who organises in-service training sessions to guide and support
colleagues. Thereis much evidence to show the good links with other subjects. Resources
are improved and well chosen to meet the needs of each study unit. The programme of
teaching and learning is much more developed and contains avariety of opportunitiesfor al
pupils, each one providing the experience of the complete design and making process. Good
teachers planning encourages and expects pupils to naturaly evauate their work and suggest
ways to improve their finished product. Given the obvious enthusiasm and good attitudes
towards design and technology pupils of al abilities achieve well, including those with specid
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132.

133.

134.

educationd needs who have full accessto the subject’s curriculum. There was insufficient
evidence available during the week of inspection to be able to grade the overal quaity of
teaching.

Owing to timetabling, no design and technology |essons were observed; judgements are based
upon discussions with teachers and pupils, andysis of pupils work, photographic evidence
and examination of teechers planning.

Overdl the good qudlity of pupils work in folders and booklets dong with the many varied
examples on display demongtrates the good learning opportunities pupils experience
throughout the school. Work examples of the younger pupils show and explain clearly how
they make such things aswindmillsin Year 3 and money containersin Year 4. There are
good links with their work on materids in their science study, as pupils choose which fabrics
they use and how best they useit to practise fastening and joining skills. They dso explain
why and how they pick a paper pattern to help cut out the fabric as part of the planning of
their own idess.

Y ear 6 pupils demongtrate their keenness for the subject and good understanding of the range
of dements within the complete designing and making process, asthey initidly draft ther
design and ideas and are responsible for selecting and listing the materias appropriate for
making their dippers. They clearly show their gppreciation of the purpose and intention of
their work posing questions about gppearance, function and cost and how they could improve
its comfort, safety and warmth. Similarly within their ‘Buggies’ project, pupils produce
impressive modds and individua booklets of ahigh quality, incorporating detailed and well-
labelled drawings to support their evaluations. Written explanations provide quality links with
literacy skills. Work throughout the school shows how pupils use their previoudy acquired
skillsto good effect.

The monitoring of teaching and learning is currently informal. Based upon National Guidance
useful assessments are carried out at the end of each unit of study and pupils achievements
arerecorded. The assessment and marking system has yet to be fully developed so asto
reflect how information can be used further by teachers, to inform curriculum planning. Pupils
benefit from the support of many parents and grandparentsin the classroom. The co-
ordinator identifies anumber of areas for further development including etablishing links with
commerce and industry. Thereisinsufficient use of ICT to support teaching and learning in
design and technology, especidly in relation to the modelling and control eements of the ICT
curriculum.

GEOGRAPHY

135.

There has been satisfactory progress snce the last ingpection. The last time the school was
ingpected there was insufficient evidence on which to make a judgement on standards
attained. It was not possible to see any lessonsin Year 6 on thisinspection. Judgement of
pupils attainment is based on evidence that was collected from teachers plans, examining
books and displays of pupils work around the school and discussion with teachers and
pupils. Onthisbass, by theend of Year 6, Sandardsin geography are average. Pupils make
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137.

138.

satisfactory progress including those with specid educationa needs who are well supported to
access information and to understand and use the geographical terms being used
appropriately. The teaching of geography isgood overadl.

Year 3 pupils are enjoying finding out about where our foods come from and learning about
how the westher variesin different places around the world. After finding out about the water
cydle, pupils explore and begin to identify the different types of clouds. Work on improving
the environment in Year 4 isgoing well. The pupils have experimented and been successful in
recycling paper. They were astounded to learn the facts about how much it costs to clean our
streets and the amount of rubbish there is collected each year. 1n agood lesson seen the
teacher explained a graph showing rubbish in Ghana and through good discussion the pupils
began to redise the differences and why we throw away more paper than they do. Fieldwork
kills are developed well on the residentia to Wales. Pupilsin Year 5 watched the video, Sea
Empress Oil Soill, and Follow the River, as stimuli to begin to think about what causes river
pollution and the effect of pollution on our waterways.

By the time the pupils are eleven years of age they have some understanding of what Agenda
21 isabout. Their work has covered many issuesincluding Fair Trade, how to save energy,
clean water, and that of the plight of poor countries. Pupils have used mapsto locate two
villagesin Pakistan. They have compared houses, fidlds, factories, and roads in Woodley
with that of the village of Miandam. They know the rdative Sze of Great Britain and Pakistan
compared to the USA.

L eadership and management of the subject are satisfactory. The co-ordinator has reviewed
the curriculum, developed new policies to inform teachers planning and updated the schemes
of work to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum. Although thereis an
assessment outlined for the end of each unit taught, this does not address the use of day-to-
day assessment to ensure a clear progression in knowledge, concepts and skills. I1CT is used
in geography mainly within the retrieva and presentation of informeation.

HISTORY

139.

There has been satisfactory progress since the previous ingpection. Standards are in line with
those expected at the end of Year 6. All pupils make sound progress including those with
specia educationa needs. The latter pupils are supported well to access texts and put into
context the meaning of the hitorical language being used. This matches the judgement made
at the previous ingpection. The improvement made to the schemes of work, adapting some of
the more recent Nationa Curriculum guidance and the teachers secure knowledge and
understanding of the units being taught is having a good effect on teaching. Teaching is good
overal based upon the limited number of lesson observations and the detailed scrutiny of
pupils work that took place during the inspection week. Teachers and pupils enjoy history.
Thisis an improvement since the last ingpection when teaching was mainly stisfactory.
Vigtors, and viditsto different places of higtorical interest dl help to enrich the curriculum and
enhance the knowledge of the periods being studied. These give pupils opportunities to
develop skillsin spesking and ligtening, note taking and sketching.
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141.

142.

Pupilsin Year 3 had sudied the Romans, Anglo Saxons and Vikings thisterm. Work in thelr
books showed some low leve tasks of cutting and pasting and filling in a number of
worksheets. History came dive for pupilsin Year 4 when they visted the British Museum
and saw the Egyptian exhibition. One boy told me that it was rather cregpy and another said
he was not sure what it would be like but he had enjoyed it and would like to vist again.
There were good links with literacy as some pupils researched information to write detailed
accounts of Tutankhamun, and al wrote booklets containing information on The Rosetta
Stone, the development of a pyramid, the tombs, the mummification process as well as finding
out about the discovery of Tutankhamun in 1922. Pupils celebrate history and geography
successfully as they study settlements and learn about Woodley, (Meadow of the Wood in
1500). Good useis made of local knowledge and loca sources to find out about thisarealin
the past. The limited amount of work seen on the Tudorsin Year 5 shows pupils had focused
on the life of Drake, the Armada, a Tudor child and some household items. Pupils had
enjoyed writing the newspaper with the headlines, ‘ The Snking of the Mary Rose'. Enquiry
skills are developing well in the study of Lifesince 1930 in Year 6 as pupils prepare for a
presentation at the end of term on their chosen topic between 1930 and 1970.

There are good links with geography. Pupils use maps to identify the different placesin
Britain where people invaded and settled, and world maps to identify the position of Greece,
Egypt and the River Nile. Digplays celebrate the good links with art and design technology
and show how Ancient Greek buildings were built with great precison and accuracy.

The co-ordinator keeps awatchful eye on what is being taught. He has kept abreast of recent
changes occurring nationally and is secure in his knowledge and understanding of the local
areabut also of the Nationa Curriculum. Heis aware that assessment isin its early stages of
development and that there needs to be further challenge in the tasks set to meet the needs of
the higher attaining pupils. At present, the use made of ICT in higtory is mainly limited to the
retrieval and presentation of information. However, the subject co-ordinator’s action plan
includes the development of this aspect as well as greater congstency in the use of the current
assessment procedures.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

143.

144.

145.

The provison of ICT was an issue at the time of the last ingpection and standards achieved
were judged to be unsatisfactory. Since then there have been changesin leadership, aff, and
resources. There has been satisfactory improvement since the last ingpection and standards
achieved by the age of deven are in line with those expected for these pupils.

Four lessons were seen during the ingpection week and use of ICT to support other lessons
was noted. Pupils books were scrutinised and conversations held with pupils in each year
group during lessons. In addition a conversation was held with agroup of Year 6 pupils.
Conversations were held with staff and two interviews took place with the temporary subject
co-ordinator, the headteacher.

Most pupils make satisfactory progress and the mgority are now in line with sandards
expected of them. Many pupils have good ICT facilities at home that enable them to extend
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147.

148.

149.

150.

151.

and consolidate their learning. Pupils with specid educationd needs make very good
progress. Pupils generdly have satisfactory titudes to ICT but can be intolerant of others
when sharing equipment, when equipment is not efficient, or when the teacher too heavily
directslessons. These factorsinhibit the progress of adl pupils but particularly the more able
who are not chalenged sufficiently.

Teacherstry hard to ensure that ICT is used in and supported by other subjects. Notable
examples of this are where pupils have used the Internet to research information about other
countries and use word processing to develop their English work. Some pupils talk
enthusiagticaly about using the eectronic microscope in their science lessons. Themusic
subject leader has prepared a very good file of ideas and information to support the use of
ICT within the music curriculum.

Most pupils can start up their machines and negotiate a variety of programs, saving their work
as gppropriate The older pupils can confidently use computers to access many forms of work.
They plan Power Point presentations, carefully designing didesin their books before
executing the program. Thisis aso good support for their writing and thinking skills. Pupilsin
Year 5 congruct Smple spreadsheets to illustrate family spending petterns. Many pupilsin the
school can access the Internet to research information, for example when they are seeking
information about lifestyle of peoplein Britain since the 1930s. Some pupils use graphics
packages to smulate work of famous artists or to design Christmas cards.

Pupils understanding of the modelling and control eements of the Nationa Curriculum for
ICT are underdeveloped, but the school is currently developing this areain terms of resources
and emphasis. Thisaspect of ICT was a cause for concern at the last inspection so there has
been unsatisfactory progressin thisarea. Too few pupils have used their understanding of
new technology such as e-mails to exchange information and ideas with others,

Teaching seen during the inspection week was satisfactory overal. Teschers have satisfactory
knowledge and understanding of the ICT curriculum and plan lessons carefully. A strength
was thelr management of pupils when they became frusirated with the Sgnificant restraints
caused by the school’s ICT resources.

Time was sometimes wasted due to newer teachers unfamiliarity with the school system of
wireless lgptops and the unreiability of the syssem. Thiswas part of anissue a the last
ingoection and is mainly the consequence of recent saff changes. Carefully planned lessons
are spoiled by the inconsistent efficiency of the system. Teachers are forced to spend too
long setting up the system, often forfeiting their lunch breek in order to do so. Even then the
system sometimes fails to operate properly. In oneingtance of this, the teacher had
thoughtfully prepared pupils by bringing booksto carry on their research in case of failure.
This proved to be awise decision.

Pupils with specid educational needs benefit from carefully planned use of ICT by ther

teachers. Programs are chosen carefully and sometimes adjusted to address an individud’s
very specific need. The school uses gppropriate communication technology to support pupils
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153.

with physical impairments.

Teachers have recently started a system of recording and assessment to track the progress of
pupils and ensure coverage of skillsand knowledge. Thisisavery useful initiative, which has
opportunities for pupils to practise some self-assessment techniques. 1t aso has the benefit of
helping teachers recognise areas of underachievement or omisson. There are clear and
detailed skills assessment sheetsin use for ICT, which cover al aspects of this subject.

The leadership and management of ICT have suffered due to severd personnd changes since
the last ingpection. The headteacher is currently leading the subject pending the appointment
in September of anew member of staff. Asaresult of thisingtability there has been alack of
shared vison in the schoal to guide the development of the subject. Successive action plans
have shown little evidence of guiding the school forward. The school has invested
considerable resources into a new system of computers but the benefits of the system and its
reliability are yet to be proven to saff so they see the system as time consuming and
unreliable. However, there is a shared recognition of the value of ICT and a commitment to
improve the qudity of provision and raise standards.

MUSIC

154.

155.

156.

The school has made good improvement in this subject and maintained the high standards
aready being achieved at the time of the last ingpection. The provision for music throughout
the school is of avery good quality. The key strengthsin the subject are the leadership and
contribution of the subject co-ordinator, the range and breadth of the curriculum, the very high
quality of the teaching and the range of extra curricular opportunities provided. The key area
for development, that the school has aready begun to address, is the over reliance on music
specidigts, especialy the subject co-ordinator herself.

During the ingpection four music lessons were observed but further evidence was gained from
talking to the subject co-ordinator, looking at pupils written work in music, talking to pupils
and watching them perform, both in rehearsal and performance, and scrutinising subject
documentation such as the scheme of work and the assessment files.

The standards achieved by pupils are higher than the national expectations for pupils of a
amilar age. Year 6 pupils are confident in talking about the difference the pitch and tempo
make to the fedings that music can inspire. They can perform smple tunes using tuned and
un-tuned percussion instruments, reading the musical notation very accurately. They can
repeat musical patterns and improvise dternatives. A particular strength now present in the
school isthe pupils' ahility to reflect upon their own and others' performance and make
congtructive suggestions as to how to improve. These proposdls often relate to playing the
music with more expression and how that might be achieved so increasing the impact of the
music on the audience. Gifted and talented pupils are well provided for in music and make full
use of the extracurricular opportunities. Pupils with specia educationa needs are dways well
provided for so that they can play afull and active part in lessons dongside their peers.
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Pupils make good progress in their music lessons and dl groups enjoy their lessons and make
afull contribution. Girls do make more use of musical opportunities a the school, such asthe
choir and the orchestra, but boys are better represented than at the time of the last inspection
and they make afull contribution in lessons and in the singing during assemblies. Pupils
behave well. Teacherstrust the pupilsto respond positively and provide many opportunities
for pupils to create their own musica ideas usng awide range of musica indruments. The
music curriculum provides many occasons to support the persona development of pupils.
Thisis especidly within the aspects of spiritua, socia and cultural education. Pupils usethis
musica knowledge in other contexts, for instance describing the fedings that reigious music
can generate during a religious education lesson.

All the teaching observed was judged to be a least very good with haf the teaching being
judged as excellent. The mgor strengths in teaching are the subject knowledge and
enthusiasm of the teachers linked to an excdlent understanding of how to present new learning
to pupilsin an interesting and stimulating way. Teschers have very high expectations of what
their pupils can achieve and how they should behave. Lessons move at great pace and no
timeislogt. This meansthat pupils have greater time to learn new musical skills and concepts
and thisin turn helps them progress.

The co-ordination of music isexcellent. The co-ordinator works extremely hard and has
produced a scheme of work that goes well beyond the expectations of the National
Curriculum for music. She has continued to build-up a very good range of musica resources
and has recently worked very hard to produce a detailed curriculum that non-music specidists
canteach. Thisis partly in response to the school’s own concern that its current provison is
too reliant upon asmal number of teachers able and willing to teach music. The curriculum
involvesthe use of ICT in arange of gppropriate ways. There are very good assessment
procedures in place that are being used to help teachers modify their teaching plansin order to
better match the specific needs of pupils. The recent acquisition of amusic base has been
effective in supporting the development of this subject in the school.

PHYS CAL EDUCATION

160.

Standards of attainment at the end of Y ear 6 are above those expected for their age, asthey
were a the time of the previousingpection. All pupils make good progress, including those
with specid educationa needs. Teachers ensure that al pupils can access the curriculum and
be successtul in their learning. Pupils enjoy being active and make good use of the wide range
of opportunities they are given to use their ideas and skillsin physica activity. Pupils,
particularly those who enthusiastically take advantage of the very good programme of after
school sports clubs for Years 5 and 6, learn new skills and develop them in a number of
different ports and games. The school creates a pogtive attitude towards physical education,
which isreflected in the huge response of older pupils to the extra-curricular activities. They
have opportunitiesto play a variety of sports and represent the school in competitive matches
and tournaments, a feature the school seeksto develop further next year. Pupils are sensble
and have due respect for equipment and safety.
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161. Overdl, throughout the school the qudity of teaching and learning in physical education is
good. High standards are evident in games. Teachers have suitably high expectations of their
pupilsin this aspect of the subject and pupils respond well to them. Teachers provide pupils
with very good role models. Because lessons are well resourced, planned and structured for
skill development pupils are actively engaged throughout, cooperate and support each other in
their actions. Lessons are well managed and relationships are very good. Pupilstherefore are
confident to comment upon their work, share ideas with a view to improving their own,
others or the team’s performance. They benefit from the extensive outdoor facilities, which
provide more than ample space for pupils to organise their group activities.

162. All pupils, incduding those with physica disabilities have full access to the physica education
curriculum and the school and its committed staff proudly practisesits ‘PE for dl’ policy. The
scheme of work, which is regularly revised and updated to meet the pupils needs, meets the
requirements of the Nationa Curriculum because of its full range of learning opportunities it
provides for the pupils. Although Year 6 isin the group scheduled not to swim, itisthe
schoal’ s expectation that al pupils swim by the end of their four yearsin school. The
datutory requirements of the physica education Nationa Curriculum are fully met. Pupilsin
Year 5 dso experience outdoor adventure activities including archery, rock climbing and team
building as part of their annual resdentia vist to Pendine in Wales.

163. Resources are very good and consgtently very well used. The subject iswell led by an
energetic and committed co-ordinator, who has within the last eighteen months ingtigated and
promoted additional activities and opportunities for the school’ sinvolvement in competitions
such as Tag Rugby. The older pupils actively and regularly represent the schoal in cricket
tournaments due to the headteacher’ s commitment and interest and a number of other
teachers share their expertise with pupilsin the clubs they organise and run. As yet the school
has been unable to fully extend extra-curricular opportunities to younger pupilsin Years 3 and
4.

164. Currently assessment takes place only at the end of each year, where, based upon Nationa
Guidance, pupils achievement is recorded and reported to parents. The school plansto
introduce and implement aforma assessment system to monitor individua pupils progress
againg abrief description of attainment at the end of each unit of sudy. Thisisintended to
enable the school to monitor progress and use the information more fully to further inform
future curriculum planning.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

165. The school has maintained the high standards recorded at the time of the last ingpection and
has dso made satisfactory improvement in other areas Sincethat time. A religious education
subject co-ordinator is now in place and the daily act of collective worship meets statutory
requirements. The key strengths are the establishment of an excellent curriculum that fully
reflects the requirements of the Locally Agreed Syllabus for religious education and the
sgnificant amount of work undertaken by the co-ordinator in preparing and checking
teachers |lesson plans that supports pupils learning in al lessons. The standards achieved by
pupils are above expectations outlined in the Locally Agreed Syllabus for religious education.
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168.

169.

The main areafor improvement is to ensure that the very good assessment procedures are
used consstently o that teachers have accurate assessment informetion to inform their
planning. Overdl, teaching of religious education is good.

Pupils demonstrate their knowledge of both key aspects of the curriculum — Learning about
Rdigions and Learning from Religions. Pupils of dl age groups talk knowledgegbly about
amilarities and differences of world faiths, including the Chrigtian, Jewish, Hindu, Skh and
Mudim religions. They relate key features and main bdliefs of these faiths. They have agood
understanding of the place of celebration in religions and are knowledgesble of the major
Chrigtian celebrations of Christmas and Easter. Pupils discussissues regarding moraity and
how religion has an impact on individuas. They relate aspects of their own livesto religious
concepts and can discuss difficult, abstract concepts such as ‘the Hand of God' and ‘the Light
of theWorld'. One Year 3 pupil drew a poster showing that Jesus crucifixion was a
‘pathway’ for ordinary people to reach God.

Pupils enjoy religious education lessons and concentrate with enthusiasm on their work. They
behave well and are eager to participate in discussons. When one teacher was exploring the
idea of ‘specid items the pupils were prepared to share unique experiences and al the class
treated these sendtively. Pupils of dl groups make good progress and pupils with specid
educationd needs are very well provided for and this helps them make very good progress.

Rdigious education makes a very good contribution to pupils spiritua, mord and cultura
development. During the inspection week links were made in assemblies to the pupils
learning in religious education. These links were used to good effect to make pupils
reconsder their own actions and reflect on mgjor issues such as‘Racism’ and ‘ Peace
especidly in rdaion to common themesin world religions.

The co-ordination of the subject isgood. The co-ordinator has worked very hard in a short
gpace of time to monitor teachers planning and the work of pupils but the school’s
improvement plan has not provided opportunities for the co-ordinator to observe lessons as
yet asthis was not the agreed priority. Time has been given to alow the co-ordinator to work
with the locd religious education advisory staff and this has been very effective both in
ensuring that the locally Agreed Syllabusis fully addressed and that gppropriate assessment
procedures have been agreed and are now in place.

Willow Bank Junior School - 52



