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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE INSPECTION REPORT

INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Shardlow Primary School isasmdler than average schoal situated in the village of Shardlow, Six
miles from Derby. It servesthe villages of Shardiow, Ambaston, Grest Wilne and the suburbs of
Derby. There are 63 girls and boys aged six — eeven years on roll plus nine children under the age
of sx in the Reception Year. The pupils areinthree classes, each containing two or three year
groups. There are Sx pupilswho are entitled to free school meds. Thisis below the nationd
average. There are nine pupils, most with moderate learning and emotiond and behaviourd
difficulties, on the register of specid needs. Thisisbeow the nationa average. There is one pupil
with a statement of specid educationa need. Thisisbroadly in line with the nationa average. Pupils
arenearly dl of white English heritage, and come from a wide range of socid backgrounds. No
pupils speak English as an additiond language. Thisiswell below the nationd average. Thereare
three pupils from traveller families. Pupils atainment on entry to the schooal is broadly average.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisisan improving school. 1ts many strengths include the very good leadership and management of
the headteacher, the good teaching throughout the school and the very good provision made for
pupils spiritud, mord, socid, cultural and persona development. The school has good Strategies to
ensure that dl pupils have equa access to the curriculum. However, due to the high turnover of
pupilsin most year groups and prolonged staff absence, pupils progress in the past has been
inconggent. Pupils resultsin national tests over the last three years have been close to the national
averages. Standards of work seen during the ingpection in English, mathematics, science and most
other subjects werein linewith nationd averages. Therefore the school gives satisfactory vaue for

money.

What the school doeswdll

The very good |eadership of the headteacher gives clear educationa direction and al the staff
areinvolved in managing the school very well.

Good teaching across the school ensures that pupils learn well.

The comprehensive assessment systems that record and track pupils progress so that the
curriculum can be planned to meet individua needs.

The very good provison for the pupils spiritua, mord, socid, culturd and persona
development.

What could beimproved

The results in English, mathematics and science in nationd tests a the end of Years 2 and 6.
The inadequate accommodation.

Resources for the children in the Foundation Stage.

The qudity of the marking in pupils books.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.
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HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school was last ingpected in March 1998. At that time the school was judged to be effective
and successful with many strengths and some significant areas for development. Since then the
school has addressed the areas for development very well and has significantly improved the
planning of the curriculum and the assessments of pupils atainments. The management of the
repesated absence of one member of staff, a succession of supply teachers and the gppointment of a
new permanent teacher has been handled sengitively. Despite this upheavad the qudity of teaching
has improved overdl. In nationd tests pupils dill atain close to the nationd averages. The
standards pupils reach in design and technology and information and communication technology
have improved. The school has been successful in gaining severd nationaly recognised awards
including those for Health Promoting Schools, School Improvement and the Basic Skills Quality
Mark. The school clearly has the capacity to continue thisimprovement.

STANDARDS

The numbers in each year group are smal, so year-by-year comparisons with national averages
need to be interpreted with caution.

In the nationd tests taken by eeven year olds over the last three years sandards in English,
methematics and science were in linewith nationd averages. The group of pupils, taking the nationa
testsa theend of Year 6in 2001, was identified by the school as alower achieving group. Only
half of the group had entered the school in the Reception Y ear and there was a higher than usud
percentage of pupils with specid educationd needs. These pupils had aso received incons stent
teaching through prolonged staff absence. Their results were below nationa averages for English
and mathematics and above them for science. During the ingpection, the standards of work seen in
these subjects for the older pupils were broadly typicd. In the nationd tests taken by seven year
oldsin 2001 standards in writing and mathematics were below nationd averages and in reading
werein line when compared with al schools. When compared with smilar schools standards were
well below nationd averages for writing and below for mathematics and reading. During the
inspection, the standards of work seen in these subjects for these pupils were broadly typica. Most
pupils are reaching the national benchmark standards at ages seven and eleven and some are
exceeding them.

Standards in mogt other subjects of the curriculum arein line with stlandards found netiondly for
pupils aged seven and eeven. In physicd education, Sandards overdl are unsatisfactory largdy
because the accommodation does not alow for the full range of aspects, such as gymnastics, games
and athletics. Standardsin religious education are in line with those expected by the locally agreed
gyllabus. In the Foundation Stage, the mgority of children are on course to meet the nationd Early
Learning Gods and many will exceed them in some aspects of communication, language and
literacy. All pupils, including those with specid educationd needs, are now achieving well, athough
the longer term progress of many older pupils, dthough satisfactory, has been hindered by staffing
difficulties
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PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Pupils atitudes to learning are good throughout the schooal.
Behaviour, in and out of Behaviour in lessons and around the school is good.
classrooms

Persond development and | Personal development and rel ationships are very good.
relationships

Attendance Leves of attendance and unauthorised absence are broadly in line
with the nationa averages.

Pupils enjoy coming to school and have good atitudes to learning so that they achieve well. They
behave wdll during lessons. At playtimes and lunchtimes they play very well together, in mixed age
groups. They know each other and dl the adults very well and have very good relationships with
them. All pupils are given responsibilities that they carry out well. The oldest pupils perform their
dutieswith pride and care.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupilsin: Reception Years1l-2 Years3-6

Qudlity of teaching Good Good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory;
unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh
weaknesses.

The overdl qudlity of the teaching and learning observed during the inspection was good, with many
strengths that outweighed the areas for development. In al of the lessons seen, the quality of
teaching was satifactory or better. In four out of five lessons seen the qudity of teaching was good
or better and in one out of four it was very good. Evidence from the pupils books indicates that the
quality of teaching observed during the inspection istypica of that they now normally receive. The
teaching in English and mathematics, induding that of the basic skills of literacy and numeracy, is
good in the infants and good or very good for the juniors. Strengths include the teachers' subject
knowledge, effective planning and the management of pupils. The quality and use of assessments
made &t the end of units of work is good but ongoing assessment, such as merking of work in pupils
books does not help the pupils to improve their work. Overal the school meets the needs of dl of
its pupilswell. Pupils learning is good in lessons, helped by their interest and persond efforts.
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OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The quality and range of the The curriculum mesets Satutory requirements, but the time
curriculum alowed for history and geography isless than is recommended,

resulting in limited work on developing skillsin these subjects.

Provison for pupilswith specid | Pupils are given appropriate, good quaity support that helps

educational needs

them reach the targetsin their individua education plans.

Provision for pupils persond, | Overdl provison isvery good with strengths in the provision for
including spiritud, mord, socid | mora and socid devel opment.

and cultura development

How well the school caresfor | The school cares very well for dl its pupils by monitoring pupils

its pupils

academic performance and persond development very well and
has very good procedures for ensuring pupils behave well
towards each other.

The school has effective links with parents. The generd information parents receive is good and
parents contribute well to the work of the school and to their children’slearning. The core subjects,
especidly English, have ahigh time dlocation, leaving alower time dlocation than usud for some of
the foundation subjects. The school provideswel for pupils spiritua development through daily
whole school assemblies and regular persond, socia, hedth and emotional educeation lessons,
though thereis less planned provison in other lessons.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and manage- | Both leadership and management are very good and are red strengths
ment by the headteacher | of the school. Future developments are planned and carried through
and other key staff thoroughly. Staff are well supported in their work.

How well the governors
fulfil their reponghilities

The governorsfulfil their dutiesin a satisfactory manner. They support
the headteacher in her role and are developing an understanding of the
strengths and areas for development of the school.

The school’ s evauation of

The school evauatesits own performance very well. It identifies

its performance priorities gppropriately, sets out success criteria and works well
towards those.

The dtrategic use of The resources available are used well. The inadequate

resources accommodation is used well.

The leadership and management of the headteacher are very good. She has a clear educational
vision for the school that is shared by al staff and governors. The headteacher and staff work very
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well as ateam to promote the aims of the school. The budget has been used carefully and cregtively
to provide release time for teachers. The accommodation is unsatisfactory. Lessontimeislost
while classsooms are re-arranged. Generally resources for learning are satisfactory, but resources
for children in the reception class are unsatisfactory, especidly for al-round physica development.
The school applies the principles of best value to a satisfactory level when purchasing goods. Less
emphasisis placed by the governors on ensuring that spending improves atainment.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases par ents most What parentswould like to see improved
Ther children like schooal. - More activities outside lessons.
Their children are expected to work hard - Theinformation they receive about ther
and are making good progress. children’s progress.

Thar children are well taught.
Behaviour in the schoal is good.

The school helps their children to become
mature and responsible.

About half of the parents replied to the questionnaire and these were very postive. The ingpectors
agreed with al the postive views. Theinspectors|ooked at the two issues that concerned some
parents. The range of activities provided for pupils outsde lessons is good for the Size of the schooal.
Teachers, assgtants, lunchtime supervisors and parents run a variety of clubs with an emphasis on
gport and music. The ingpectors think that parents could receive more precise information about
their children’s progress and the standards that they reach, especidly in the end-of-year reports.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’ sresults and pupils achievements

1

The school was ingpected in the summer term. Pupils' work for the whole of the school
year was made available to the ingpectors. Judgements on standards are made using
nationdl test results, samples of work seen in lessons and from previous terms, discussons
with teachers and pupils, school documentation and teachers planning.

Theattainment of children in the reception class

2

Children start in the reception class when they are four yearsold. Children are assessed in
the first Sx weeksthat they arein the reception class, usng anationaly recognised
procedure. Results from this show that they enter with levels of attainment that are broadly
in line with those expected of children of thisage in dl areas of the Foundation Stage
curriculum. They settle quickly into school and make good progressin al the areas of the
curriculum. The mgority are on course to meset the Early Learning Gods for five year olds
in persond, socid and emotiona development, mathematical development, creetive
development, physical development and knowledge and understanding of theworld. They
are likely to exceed the godsfor dl agpects of communication, language and literacy,

especialy spesking and listening, by the end of the Reception Year.

The attainment of pupilsin national testsfor seven year olds

3

Shardlow school is much smaller than other primary schools and the number of pupilsin
each year group isvery smdl. This meansthat there is usudly much varigbility in the
performance statistics from one year to another. Each pupil counts between nine and twelve
per cent of thetotal. Therefore the andyss of nationa test results has been considered over
more than one year and supplemented with other information

Theresults over the last three years of the national tests for seven year olds show that
standards were above the nationa average in reading and closeto it in writing in comparison
with al schools. The results of the 2001 nationd tests for seven year olds show that
standards were close to the nationd average in reading and below in writing in comparison
with al schools. When compared with smilar schools the standards were below the
nationd averagein reading and well below in writing. The number of pupils reaching the
higher Level 3 was below the nationd average for reading and writing. In nationd tests,
girls and boys perform about the same in reading but boys perform better than girlsin
writing. The school judges that, from teachers assessments of their work so far, pupils
results this year will show an improvement on lagt year’ sresults. The unvaidated data for
the 2002 tests indicates that the percentage of pupilsreaching Level 2 and aboveis greater
than last year. Inspection evidence confirmsthis, showing that the mgority of pupilsare
attaining broadly in linewith standards typicaly found at the age of seven.
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The results over the last three years of the nationd tests in mathematics for seven year olds
show that standards were just below nationa averagesin comparison with al schools. The
results of the 2001 nationd tests in mathematics for seven year olds show that standards
were just below nationd averages in comparison with al schools. When compared with
smilar schools the sandards were average. The number of pupils reaching the higher Leve
3 was dso below nationd averages. In nationd tests, boys perform better than girls. From
teachers assessments, it is expected thet this year’ s results will show an improvement on
last year’ sresults. The unvaidated data for the 2002 tests indicates that al pupils reached
Leve 2 and above. Inspection evidence confirms that the mgority of pupils are now
attaining the standards typicaly found at the age of saven.

In science, where there are no nationd tests a this age, teachers assessmentsin 2001
indicated that pupils attainment were in line with nationa averagesfor dl schools and for
gmilar schools: The school judges that the standards thisyear aresmilar.  These
assessments are borne out by the ingpection evidence.

Theattainment of pupilsin national testsfor eleven year olds

7

The results over the last three years of the nationd tests for eeven year olds show that
standards were close to the nationd average in English in comparison with al schools.
The results of the 2001 national tests for €leven year olds show that Sandards were
below the nationd average in English in comparison with al schools. Standards were
well below when compared with smilar schools. The number of pupils reaching the
higher Level 5 was well below average. In nationd tests, girls performed lesswell
than boys. Inspection evidence shows that the mgority of pupilsin the current Year 6
are ataning standards smilar to those typicdly found at the age of deven. The
unvalidated data for the 2002 tests indicates that the percentage of pupils reaching
Level 4 and above is about the same as last year.

The results over the last three years of the nationd tests for eleven year olds show that
standards were close to the nationa averages in mathematics when compared with all
schoals. Theresults of the 2001 nationa tests for eleven year olds show that standards were
below the nationa averages in mathematics when compared with dl schools and with smilar
schools. The number of pupils reaching the higher Level 5 was well below average.

I nspection evidence shows that the mgority of pupils in the current Y ear 6 are attaining in
line with the standards typicdly found a the age of eleven. The unvdidated data for the

2002 tests indicates that the percentage of pupils reaching level 4 and above is better than
last year.

The results over the last three years of the nationd tests for eleven year olds show that
standards were close to the national average in science when compared with dl

schools. The results of the 2001 nationd tests for eleven year olds show that

standards were above average in science when compared with al schools and well above
when compared with smilar schools. The number of pupils reeching the higher Level 5 was
closeto the nationa average. In nationd tests girls performed about the same as boys.
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Pupils’

10

11

12

Ingpection evidence shows that the mgority of pupilsin the current Year 6 are atainingin
linewith standards typicaly found at the end of the key stage. The unvaidated data for the
2002 tests indicates that the percentage of pupils reaching Leve 4 and above isless than last
year.

progress through the school year and in lessons

Progress, judged from the work seen in books, is inconsstent through the classes. In some
classes pupils have made good progress and in others they have made unsatisfactory
progress through the year. Thisisespecidly truein Years 2 and 3 where, having made
good progressin Year 1, pupils have made inconsstent progress. For this school year this
can be largdy attributed to the sgnificant changes of teachers that class 2 (containing the
Year 2, Year 3 and some Year 4 pupils) has had, and lack of continuity in their learning,
rather than to any congstently poor teaching.

In the four yearsimmediately leading up to the inspection, pupilsindass2 (Years 2 and 3
and some Y ear 4 pupils) had very incongstent teaching. As pupils spend at least two, and
sometimes three, years in this class the effect on their progress has been sgnificat. Al
pupilsin the present Years 4, 5 and 6 experienced the Stuation for at least two years, and
the pupilsin last year's Year 6 for one year, and though some catching up has been possible
national test results at ages seven and eeven show the effect this has had on pupils. Pupils
inthe present Y ear 6 Hill show evidence, in some areas of English and mathematics, of lack
of understanding through work not being well covered, while pupilsin Year 4 have
enormous gaps in their mathematical knowledge and are epecidly poor in their ability to
use mental processes and their understanding of number patterns.

Progressin lessonsin class 2 since the beginning of the summer term has dowly improved
andisnow good. Progressin lessonsin class 3 (Reception and Year 1) and class 1 (Years
4, 5 and 6) is good.

Attainment and progress of different groups of pupils

13

Pupils with special educational needs generdly make good progress in lessons because the
work iswell matched to their needs. 1n some lessons they have good quadity support from
classroom assistants who make the work interesting and give the pupils much needed praise
and encouragement. When there is no support available pupils try hard to complete their
work aone but often make too little progress. Pupils who enter the school after the
Reception Y ear and have specid educationad needs sttle into the school routines quickly
and begin to make good progress, though often their poor salf-esteem and lack of
confidence continue to hamper their progress. Attainment for al these pupilsisin line with
their abilities though often the leve isbelow that typical of apupil of that age. Pupilswith
physical impairment make good progress. Their specific needs are addressed very well.
They areindluded in dl ativities with appropriate support. Pupils from traveler families
make good progress when they are in school, though often the leved of attainment they have
is below that expected of a pupil of that age and ability. Thisis dueto erratic attendance
and sometimes a culturd undervauing of forma education. Higher ataining pupils are well
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catered for. They make good progressin lessons and over time and reach the higher levels
of which they are cgpable. Asthe year groupsin the school are very smal there may be
only one or two pupilsin this category in each year group. This means that they do not
aways have enough like-minded peers to discuss with, spark ideas from or work and think
at the higher level. This sometimes dows down the progress they make.

Standardsin all subjects of the curriculum for seven and eleven year olds

14

Pupils

15

16

Standards in English, mathemeatics, science, art and design, design and technology,
geography, higory, information and communication technology, music and religious
education are typical of those found a ages seven and deven Standardsin physica
education are below nationd expectations overal by seven and eleven because pupils do
not have enough access to appropriate accommodation throughout the year for them to
reach expected standards, especidly in gymnadtics. Overdl thisisnot as good as a the time
of the previous ingpection. Standardsin design and technology and information and
communication technology have improved since the last ingpection. Standards in geography
and history, from the little evidence available, gppear not to be as good as at the time of the
previousingpection Thisis because lesstime is spent on these subjectsthan is
recommended. There are good strategies for teaching the basic skills of literacy and
numeracy. Standards of literacy across the curriculum are average. Pupils have planned
opportunities to speak in front of arange of audiences. Pupils read with appropriate fluency
for their age. They read for pleasure and to access information.  Standards of numeracy
across the school are average. Pupils have some opportunities to apply numeracy skillsin
other subjects such as science and geography.

attitudes, values and per sonal development

In the lessons observed during the ingpection, pupils' attitudes to learning were good
throughout the school. Behaviour in lessons and around the school was dmost dways good
and sometimes very good. Pupils of dl ages play well together. The pupils know what is
expected of them and respond positively to the encouragement and praise given by staff.
Levels of atendance and of unauthorised absence are close to the national average.

Pupils are keen to come to school; they usudly enjoy their lessons and join in activities well.
Virtudly al the parents who responded to the questionnaire stated that their child liked
school. Pupils come to school prepared to work. They settle quickly in lessons and usudly
ligten attentively to their teacher and to one another. However, at times the teacher talks for
too long and some pupils, especidly the youngest ones, lose interest. For example, when
they ligten to the introductory part of an English lesson that goes on for haf an hour, they
lose the thread of the lesson and find it hard to get back on track. Pupilstry hard to
complete the work set and concentrate well, especialy when the work is challenging, for
example, when the older pupils had to work out, through logica questioning, the ‘ secret
number’ the teacher had written down. Pupils with specid educationd needs share these
positive attitudes to work and are fully included in every aspect of schoal life. Throughout
the schoal, pupils willingness to work has a sgnificant effect on the progress they make.
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17

18

19

Behaviour in lessonsis good overal and in somelessonsit is very good. Pupils respond
positively to the high expectations of gaff. During the ingpection, behaviour in the reception
classand Year 1 wasawaysgood. In Years 1 and 2 behaviour was judged to be good in
half the lessons seen and very good in the other haf. In Years 4, 5 and 6 behaviour was
good in three lessons, very good in two and satisfactory in one. No unsatisfactory
behaviour was observed during the course of the ingpection. Where behaviour was judged
to be very good, pupils were well motivated and attentive. They enjoyed the chalenge of
the tasks they had to complete, asin aclass 1 lesson when they collected and classified
mini-beasts. Almost al pupils come to school prepared to learn. They respond well to the
purposeful working atmosphere fostered by the school. The good behaviour contributes
well to pupils learning, as teachers do not have to devote time to managing unacceptable
behaviour. Pupils show respect for the fedings of others and vaue opinions that may differ
from their own. For example, the oldest pupilsin apersond, social and health education
lesson, discussed ways of deding with the unacceptable behaviour of asmal minority with
maturity and due consideration for the feglings of those concerned. They showed a good
sense of fair play. Pupilslook after the school’ s resources very well. They take good care
of their own and other peopl€'s property. Pupils take a pride in the school building and
look after it well.

Behaviour at playtimes and lunchtimeis good overdl and often very good. Pupilsof al ages
play well together in the playground and on the large school field. They try to avoid
bumping into others when running around and include othersin their games.  Pupils help
others, for example when someone fdls over or haslost something.  Lunchtimeis orderly
but a times pupils are put under pressure to finish their meal quickly and this detracts from
an otherwise pleasant social occason. Movement around the school is usudly quiet and
orderly; pupils take care not to disturb other classes working very nearby, especialy when
moving furniture for lunchtimes and physica education lessons. Thereisaquiet, purposeful
amospherein the school. There have been no exclusionsin the last yesr.

The school provides avery good range of opportunities for pupils persond devel opment.
Parents are confident that school helps their children to mature into responsible youngsters.
A particular feature of the schoal isthe way that pupils of al years are involved in aworking
party where awide range of issues are debated. For example, pupils were involved in
deciding school action with regard to becoming a hedth promoting school. They aso took
part in an audit of school policy and procedures about bullying as part of the school’ s work
to gain the anti-bullying ‘kite mark’. Pupils gain in confidence through performing music and
drama. Some work, for example letter writing in English, is made meaningful by addressng
redl issues, such as when pupils wrote to aloca councillor to complain about dogs fouling
the schoal fidd. All pupils are expected to help in their classroom and do so willingly.
Pupils enjoy the many opportunities they have to work together in smal groups or pairs.
They work well together and often help one another. Equipment is shared sensibly. Pupils
are able to work in small groups independently, without disturbing the teacher’ s work with
other pupilsin literacy and numeracy lessons. Pupils positive attitudes enable them to
benefit from the many opportunities they have to work independently, for example, when
pupilsin Y ear 2 worked unsupervised around the school building checking for materias that
were magnetic. Pupils are given arange of opportunitiesto help others, especidly in Year
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20

21

6. Older pupils are expected to take care of the younger ones and do so willingly. They are
aso actively involved in the school’ s charity fund raising activities and help to organise some
events.

Reationships throughout the school are very good and there is a high level of mutual respect
between staff and pupils. Teachers and other staff support pupils well and teachers use
praise to motivate pupils. Pupils co-operate very well together. They enjoy the
opportunities they have to discussissues and by doing this develop a growing understanding
of the impact of their actions on others as they move through the school. Bullying occurs
rarely and is not tolerated. Pupils are confident that teachers will dedl quickly and effectively
with any bullying that does occur. The high qudity of the relationshipsis a srength of the
school and contributes pogitively to the high standards of behaviour achieved

Attendance is consstently around 94 per cent and close to the nationd average. Theleve
of unauthorised absenceislow. Mogt absencereatestoiliness. However, four in ten
families take holidays during term time, which isavery high proportion. Some pupils from
traveler families take extended leave to Sudy their own culture or to attend events of
importance. This affects the progress made by these pupils over time. Pupils routingly
attend on time in the morning and lessons begin on time.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

22
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The overdl quality of the teaching observed during the ingpection was good, with many
strengths that outweighed the areas for development. Twenty lessons were observed and
good teaching was seen in dl three stages of education. Four out of five lessons were good
or better, including four that were very good. There were no unsatisfactory lessons. This
represents an improvement in the quality of teaching since the previous ingpection.

However, in the four yearsimmediately leading up to the ingpection, pupilsin class 2 (Years
2 and 3 and some Year 4 pupils) had very inconsstent teeching. Their class teacher had
periods of extended absence through ill-hedth and her place was taken by a succession of
short and longer term supply teachers. The problem was resolved a few weeks before the
ingpection when a new, permanent, full-time teacher was gppointed to the class. As pupils
gpend at least two, and sometimes three, yearsin this class the effect on their progress has
been dgnificant. All pupilsin the present Years 4, 5 and 6 experienced the Stuation for at
least two years, and the pupilsin last year’ s Y ear 6 for one year, and though some catching
up has been possible nationd test results at ages seven and eeven show the effect this has
hed on pupils. Evidence from teachers planning and the pupils books indicates that the
teaching seen during the ingpection istypica of that now found in the school.

All of the classes contain more than one year group. In class 3 there are children in their
Reception Y ear following the Early Y ears curriculum and pupilsin Year 1 following the
Nationd Curriculum. In class 2 there are pupilsin Years 2, 3, and 4 and in class 1 there are
pupilsin Years 4, 5and 6. All pupilsin Year 4 join Years 5 and 6 for English and
mathematics. Teachers plan the lessons using the nationa year group objectivesin rotation
as recommended by the local education authority. This meant that during the inspection
pupilsin Years 4, 5 and 6 were working within the Y ear 6 objectives for English and
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mathematics, while pupilsin Years 2 and 3 were working towards the Y ear 3 objectives.
Teachers adapt the work for each year group well, but at times younger pupils were ungble
to cope aswdl asthey should. For example, in mathemetics, Y ear 4 pupils were unable to
work out answers in the menta part of the lesson because their mental skills had not been
consstently developed and their knowledge of the relationship between decimals and
fractions was rudimentary. Pupilsin Years 5 and 6 coped well.

Common strengths that were identified in the lessons observed where teaching was judged

to be good or very good indude the following:

- Teachers subject knowledge especidly in science, information and communication
technology, design and technology, art and design and music.

- Teaching of the basic skillsin literacy and numeracy, such as phonics and
multiplication tables.

- Effective teaching methods that include whole class and group teaching

- Teachers high expectations of the pupils behaviour.

- Good development of pupils use of subject specific vocabulary especialy in science
and mathemétics.

- Good use of the end of lessons to reinforce lesson objectives and set the scene for
the next lesson.

- These strengths help the pupils to make good progress during lessons.

In lessons where teaching was less good dthough Hill satisfactory overdl, the weaknesses
were:
- marking in books that did not help pupils improve their work.

The quality of teaching observed for the children in the Foundation Stage was good. The
teacher’s good knowledge and understanding of the Early Y ears curriculum means that the
planned work relates well to the * stepping stones' that the children have reached. The basic
kills of literacy and numeracy are well taught with children learning to identify the initid,
middle and end |etters of words and then blend them into the word. The teacher made
learning fun as children changed one word into another using their developing phonic
knowledge. The fun continued for these children through the use of games and practica
mathematics activities such as balancing the weight of ateddy againgt cotton redls.

The qudity of teaching for pupilsin Years 1 and 2 was good in both classes. Teachers
ensure that the content of the lessonsinterest the pupils, for example when learning to write a
|etter, the recipients chosen were David Beckham and Britney Spears manager. The pupils
had good recall of the conventions of |etter writing through this activity. The good subject
knowledge of the teacher meant that in a science lesson she was able to answer dl the
pupils questions about the magnetic properties of materials and helped the pupils come to
the conclusion that * metals attract, but not al metals do'.

Ovedl, the qudity of teaching observed for pupilsin Years 3, 4, 5 and 6, although variable,
was good in both classes. There was very good teaching in English and mathematics for the
oldest pupils. The pace was good in both of these lessons, pupils thinking was challenged

and they made good progress. 1n one lesson, the teacher’ s effective questioning about how

Shardlow Primary School - 20



30

31

32

the author held the readers  attention enabled the pupils to become critica readers and ‘read
between thelines. In an art and design lesson the teacher gave the pupils the tools, the
methods and the skills to produce drawings of good qudlity that pleased them. When
describing their work pupils were able to use the words line, tone, shade, media and
texture.

Teaching was good in al the subjects seen. Information and communication technology is
taught to small groups of pupils by a part-time classroom assistant. His very good subject
knowledge and understanding help the pupils to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to
reach the expected standards.

The progress made by pupils as they move through the school isgood. Children enter the
Reception Y ear with average levels of attainment. They make good progress to reach
gandards in line with, and in some cases, above, those nationdly expected as they enter
Year 1. The good progress continues through the infants so that many pupils are attaining
sandards that are in line with, and some above, those expected for seven year olds. This
progress now continues through the juniors where most pupils are ataining standards around
or above those expected of eleven year olds. The good quality of teaching ensures the good
progress. Thework in pupils books shows that over time pupils develop their knowledge,
skillsand understanding in dl subjects. The qudity of marking varies. It tendsto
concentrate on how much work the pupils have done during the lesson and how neat it is. It
rarely helps pupils to improve their work or gain more understanding.

Pupils with specia educationa needs make good progress as they move through the school .
They are generdly well supported by classroom assistants so that they can access the whole
curriculum. However, there are not enough classroom assstants for each class to have one
full-time for these pupils. Therefore in some lessons these, and lower ataining pupils, do not
have the support they need. Pupilsfrom traveller families have often had long periods of
absence from regular schooling and have attended severd schools. They have very
individua needs when they arrive at the school or return after a prolonged absence. The
school plans work well for them, and they often make good progress during the time they
regularly attend school. Pupils often join the school at times other than in the reception
class. For example, only half of the present Y ear 6 began in the reception class. Many
pupils leave at times other than the end of Year 6. Many of the pupilswho join later have
gpecia educationa needs and take time to settle into school infull and to begin to make the
amount of progress that they should.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILS?

33

The school provides a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum that meets al the statutory
requirements. Times alowed within the curriculum for different subjects are well managed,
except for those relating to history and geography that are lower than those recommended.
This means there istoo little time for the development of the key skills in these subjects.

The school, in line with nationd policy, gives priority to the teaching of literacy and
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numeracy. The good training and planning for implementing the nationd rategies have
ensured satisfactory progress in both subjects. Teachers have very effective Strategies for
teaching reading, literacy and numeracy skills and ensuring that they are used across the
curriculum.

The curriculum successfully promotes pupils intelectud, physica and persond development
and fully prepares them for the next stage of education. The school has avery good
understanding of living in acommunity. Contributionsto pupils learning by members of the
community have raised attainment. Provison for extra-curricular activities is good.
Teachers, assgtants, lunchtime supervisors and parents run avariety of clubs that have an
emphasis on sport and music. Extra—curricular activities have been extended to include a
computer club, achess club, French, guitar, table tennis and short tennis. Appropriate
homework alows parents to support their children' s learning outside lessons.  Sports
facilities have improved through sharing with other schools.  Links have been established
with Long Eaton Secondary School for orienteering, information and communication
technology and art.

The governors have paliciesin place for al curriculum subjects. The school has aformal
policy on sex education. It isnot dealt with as a separate subject, but is placed in the
context of the pupils persond development. Pupilsfollow the well-planned guiddinesin the
science scheme of work on ‘Hedth’ and ‘Ourselves and Living'. At certain times more
specific learning activities are organised. Pupils are given appropriate information on drugs
and substance abuse in order to help them make informed judgements. Provison for
personal, socid and hedlth education is satisfactory. All the staff have been trained in * Circle
Time which gives pupils opportunities to discuss their fedings about bullying, the
environment and a hedthy lifestyle in afriendly, nonthreetening Situation.

Schemes of work have been produced and implemented which are refined and reviewed
regularly. Thisisan improvement since the last ingpection, when there were no schemes of
work in some subjects to ensure continuity. These schemes ensure that al aspects of the
Nationa Curriculum programmes of study, except for English and mathematics, are covered
over athree year cycle. Work iswell planned and adapted to cater for the mixed age
classes, where pupils may meet atopic, such asthe Victorians, in Year 4 or 5 or 6.

The school ensures, through careful lesson planning, that &l pupils, induding those with
gpecia educationa needs and those from traveller families, have equal accessto the
curriculum. Pupils with specia educational needs receive skilled support from the SEN co-
ordinator and the classroom support assistants. In accordance with the nationa Code of
Practice, pupils who have learning difficulties are each given an individud learning
programme. The school works closely with parents and learning support agencies.

The school has good links with parents, partner schools and with the community. Parents
areinvited to school events and many help in the school. A business partnership with Rolls
Royce, has provided extra-curricular resources. The school arranges visits to the thestre,
workshops and aresdential home for the elderly. These experiences give pupils
opportunities to learn outside lessons and have practica experiences unavailable to themin
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school.

Provison for persona development, including spiritud, mord, socid and cultura
development, is very good.

The curriculum offers good provison for spiritua development. The school provides
collective worship, which gives pupils the opportunity to reflect on their experiences. The
pupils are confident in joining in the discussons. For example, in an assembly on the theme
of mirrors, they said that mirrors only reflected the outsde and cannot see fedingsingde,
and they talked about happiness, love and the fear of changing schools. In assemblies,
pupils Sng hymns, say prayers, and listen to poems and to music. Good work on the
environment hel ps pupils to develop an appreciation of the wonder and beauty of the
created world. Further appropriate opportunities for the pupils spiritua development are
planned in some art and design, dramaand music lessons.

The schoal’ s provison for pupils mora development isvery good. Pupils know the
difference between right and wrong, rules, reasons and responsihilities are discussed in
‘drdetime’. The gtaff are very good role modd s for the pupils in relationships and respect
in persona and socid education, pupils are given strategies on how to overcome fedings of
aggression and who to go to if they arein trouble. They learn to listen when others are
gpeaking and to vaue others' contributions.

Planned providon for socia education is very good. Pupils are encouraged to develop
socid skills as they move through the school. They learn to work in pairs and in groups.
They learn to work well with pupils both older and younger than themsdavesin the mixed age
classes. These opportunities make pupils aware of the needs and abilities of other pupils
and broaden their understanding of the school as acommunity. Older pupils respond well to
the responsibilities they are given. They are aware of the needs of younger pupils,
particularly at lunchtimes. The school provides after school clubs where the pupils can mix
and enjoy each others company. There isacommunity notice board in the library whose
contents convincingly show that the schoal is an important part of the village life.

The qudlity of the planned provison for pupils cultural development isgood. Thereare
well-planned opportunities to listen to music, read poetry and take part in drama. The
pupils are taught to explore other cultures through history, geography, art and desgn and
religious education. They are aware of the loca culture of Shardlow. They are taught to
appreciate and vaue the richness of other cultures within the village, such asthat brought by
the traveller families. Through viststo avariety of places of worship they gain agood insght
into the life within amulti-culturd society. For example, work displayed in the classroom
shows the pupils have been studying Hinduism and celebrating religious festivas from other
faths. This knowledge prepares pupils well for their secondary school where they meet
more culturd and racid diversty.

The school promotes pupils persona development very well. Parents think the school’s
provison helpsther children to become more mature and responsible.
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The school makes good provision to ensure the safety and well being of dl its pupils.
Teachers and other gtaff are accessible and considerate of pupils welfare. Procedures for
as=ssment of pupils atainment are very good and have improved sgnificantly snce the
time of the previous ingpection.

The arrangements for ensuring the welfare of pupils are very good, helped by the very good
qudity of relationships throughout the school. Staff know the pupils very wdl and this
promotes a high standard of care for dl pupils. The procedures for child protection are very
good. The headteacher isthe designated person responsible and receives regularly updated
training. Appropriate policies and procedures are in place to monitor and address hedlth
and safety issues. Staff pay good attention to hedth and safety in lessons and when pupils
cross the main road to the playing fidld.  Arrangementsfor first aid are good, in particular
the practice of taking afirst ad kit over to the fidd each lunchtime. Clear procedures arein
place for any pupil who becomesill in school and for dedling with accidents.

Throughout the schoal thereis good support for pupils with specid educationa needs. Thelr
needs are identified at an early stage and are well supported. Individua education plans are
clear and well focused so that pupils are able to make good progress. They are shared with
parents. However, the targetsin individua education plans are not reviewed sufficiently
frequently to ensure that al pupils make the best progress of which they are capable.
Teachers and support staff ensure that pupils are able to understand their work and provide
sengitive help when needed. The school works closaly with outside support services, such
astha for physcaly disabled pupils, to ensure that specific needs are well met.

The school promotes the importance of prompt, regular atendance very well. Absenceis
monitored regularly, ensuring thet levels of attendance are consistently good. Any
unexplained absence is followed up but in dmost dl cases parents inform the school
promptly. Latenessis aso monitored but isinfrequent. Any emerging patterns of absence
or lateness are followed up promptly. The school discourages parents from taking their
child out of school on holiday but despite this around four parents out of ten do so.

Procedures for monitoring and promoting good behaviour are good. The behaviour policy
and school code of conduct provide a smple framework for achieving and maintaining good
behaviour. Teachers and other adults provide good role models for pupils, who clearly
understand how they are expected to behave. They are well motivated by the family
atmosphere, teachers expectations and by the praise and rewards they receive. Older
pupils are expected to take care of the younger ones and do so willingly. The school makes
good use of the behaviour support service in cases where behaviour is a cause for concern.
Pupils are encouraged to understand their behaviour and take respongbility for it. Parents
areinformed and involved at an early stage when there are concerns. Almost dl parents
agree that the school achieves high sandards of behaviour and believe that the strong family
atmosphere fostered by the schoal isasgnificant factor in this. Parents are aso happy that
the school helps their child to grow in maturity and to take respongibility.
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Procedures for diminating bullying, racism and sexism are very good. They are based on
the respect pupils are encouraged to show to their peers and strengthened by the very good
quality of rdationships. Pupilsand their parents are confident that, when bullying does
occur, it is dedt with promptly and effectively. ‘Cirdetime’ and assemblies are used well to
address any issuesthat are causing concern.

Procedures for ng pupils attainment and progress are very good. Thisisan
improvement since the last ingpection when assessment in the core subjects was considered
to be satisfactory. Now, there is a coherent, overall gpproach, which includes an

‘ Assessment Week * when pupils produce pieces of work that are formaly givena National
Curriculum level. Theresults of these assessments are used to give targets to groups of
pupils that will enable them to improve their performance.

Children take the base line assessment test in reading, writing, spesking and listening,
mathematics and persona and socid deve opment; when they start school. A fileon
children’sindividua performances through the Foundation Stage is andlysed. Progress,
through the nationally- recommended ‘ stepping stones' towards the Early Learning Godsis
highlighted. Teachers forecast the National Curriculum levels each child is expected to
reach whenthey are seven years old.

A key issue a the last ingpection was to use information from assessment to inform future
planning of the work set to pupils. Assessment now informs the teachers weekly planning
s0 that work is closely matched to pupils’ levels of attainment. Tracking and monitoring of
pupils performancesin the nationd tests are very thorough. Samples of pupils’ work in dl
subjects are systematicaly analysed by both class teachers and subject co-ordinators to
ensure that pupils are reaching the required levels of attainment. This sampling aso shows
teachers where teaching has been most successful and where thereis need for review.
Teachers have non-teaching time to analyse the progress made by pupils in the subjects for
which they have responsibility, and to give feedback on thar findings to the rest of the staff.
The use of assessment to inform and guide lesson planning is good.

Procedures for supporting pupils academic progress are good. These procedures helped
temporary teachersto provide gppropriate work for the pupils in class tracking of pupils
progress over time is detailed and includes samples of work. The pupils have folders titled
‘The Tree of Life, which includes their achievements over time and the whole curriculum as
well astheir last English and mathematics test results. At the end of each week pupils share
their achievements with their class mates. There are extra classesfor Year 6 pupilsin
English and mathematics to boost their attainment. Each year group are given targetsin
English and mathematics that are shared with the pupils and the parents. Higher atainers are
given extratargets to reach. Pupilswith specid educationd needs dso have targets within
ther individua education plans. Pupils from traveller families are generdly given the year
group targets.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

56

The responses to the parents' questionnaire, discussion at the parents meeting and
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conversation with parents during the ingpection al indicate that parents are supportive of the
school. Those parents who made their views known are unanimous that the teaching is
good and that the school expects their child to work hard and achieve his or her best.
Almog dl tate that the school achieves high standards of behaviour, that their child likes
school and is making good progress. Most parents state that the school is helping their child
to become mature and responsible. Ingpection evidence supports the positive views
expressed by parents.

Parents also raised some concerns. A significant proportion stated that the school did not
provide an interesting range of activities outside lessons. A smaler number said thet they
were not kept well informed about the progress their child ismaking. Some expressed
concern a the parents meeting that their child was not given the right amount of homework,
but no-one indicated on their questionnaires that thiswas so. A smal proportion stated that
the school did not work closdly with them, that the school was not well led and managed
and that they did not fed comfortable about gpproaching the school with any concerns.

I nspection evidence shows that the range of activities provided outside lessons, including
vigts, issmilar to other schools and is good for aschool of its Sze and location Thisis
especidly so given the small number of staff. Parents have open access to teachersto
discuss the progress their child is making at any time during the school year. However,
annual reports do not consistently report on progressin every subject. Homework is set
according to atimetable and dl parents were consulted before the new policy and
procedures were put into place. The amount is broadly in line with that set in primary
schools nationdly. There is no evidence to support those parents who fed that the school
does not work closdaly with them or that staff are not easy to approach; parents are routinely
consulted about changes to school procedures and some members of staff are always
outside when parents pick up their children to listen to any concerns parents choose to raise.
Ingpection evidence shows that the schoal is very well led and managed.

The school has established a number of good links with parents. A particular strength isthe
way that the school seeks parents views before implementing new policies or procedures.
Parents were consulted about the proposed change of uniform supplier as well as about the
home-school agreement, homework policy and other issues. This encourages parents to be
active partnersin the life of the school. Parents of pupils new to the school, whether in the
reception class or higher up the school, fed especialy welcome. Staff are careful to explain
the school’ s expectations to traveller families and to listen to their opinions and concerns.
The partnership is also strengthened by the teachers presence outside at the end of each
day =0 that information can be exchanged and any problems discussed at an early stage.
The school has established aligt of parents willing to share their expertise with pupils. The
Friends' Association is a successful group that holds socid and fund raising events
throughout the year. The Friends' committee is consulted when decisions are made about
how the considerable sums of money raised are spent. Support for eventsis very good both
from parents and from the wider community.

Parents are encouraged to help children a home and pupils have areading record and a

homework diary that keep parents informed about the work their child is expected to do.
These can be used as ameans of daily communication between home and school.  Parents
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have aforma opportunity to consult with their child's teacher in the autumn term.
Attendance at these meetingsis very high. The school holds an open evening after reports
are issued so that parents and children may come in to share the work pupils have done.
Parents may a so discuss the annud report with the teacher, on a separate occasion, if they
wish to do so. However, thereis along gap between the two events and some parents
rightly fed that amesting in the spring term would help them to be kept more fully informed
and involved. The school informs parents at an early stage of any concerns regarding
learning, behaviour or attendance.

The school provides a good range of information for parents. The school progpectus and
governors annual report to parents are both attractively presented and well-written
documents. However, neither contains the full range of required information. For example,
the governors' report does not include comments on the progress of the action plan
following the previousingpection. Newdetters are frequent, well produced and informative.
They provide arange of information about forthcoming events and curriculum topics, remind
parents about school procedures and holiday dates as well as celebrating the school’s and
pupils achievements. Some parents complained that newdetters, previoudy sent homein
pupils book bags, did not reach them. The school now hands newd etters out as pupils
leave the building and there isareply dip for parents to confirm they have received them.
Thisisagood example of the school responding to parents concerns. Parents are routingly
informed of any incidents at school and are contacted promptly if ever their child is unwell.
Parents of pupils with specid educationa needs are informed as soon as there is a concern
and areinvolved at dl stages with their child’sindividua education plan.

The quality of the annua progress reports on pupilsis satisfactory overal. Reports show
that teachers have a very good knowledge of their pupils and usudly indicate their strengths
and weaknesses clearly. In Years 1 to 6, comments on English, mathematics and science
are usualy detailed and provide a clear picture of atainment. However, commentsin other
subjects are brief and do not consstently provide sufficient detail about the standard the
pupil has achieved. Reports have a separate section for reporting general progress.
However, few comments relate pecificaly to progress within each subject area. Targets
for improvement are included but are not dways sufficiently specific to guide future

progress. Good numbers of parents take up the opportunity to discuss their child’'s progress
at the open evening after the issue of reports.

Parents are welcome to help in avariety of ways. For example, a parent hel ps with food
technology lessons and another with art and design. Some parents comein to help listen to
reading. Parents help willingly on trips and vidits. They are dso keen to attend events such
as school concerts but numbers have to be restricted because of fire safety regulations.
Fewer parents attend the specid assemblies held regularly. Parents support their children’s
learning by listening to them read at home, helping them to learn spellings and times tables
and to find out information about specific topics.

The school has sustained the good partnership with parents reported after the previous

ingpection. It works hard and with success to involve parents actively in the work of the
schoal through regular consultation.
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HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?
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The leadership and management of the school are both very good. The headteacher has a
very strong, clear vision of the educationd direction for the school thet is shared with the
gaff and the governors. She has managed along period of unsettled staffing extremely well.
The management of the repeated absence of one member of staff, a succession of supply
teachers and the gppointment of a new permanent teacher has been handled sensitively. She
has had to spend much time on organisation and supervision because of the totd lack of
mesdltime supervisors and a caretaker, but this has not prevented her from rigoroudy
pursuing the educationa aims of the school. More work has aso falen to the headteacher
because the governing body has not had a full complement of members, yet dl the work of
the school has kept to itstimetable. Thisisvery commendable.

The school’s aims and objectives, to promote high standards for al pupils within a broad
curriculum, are reflected very well in everything the school plans and does. The school has
thorough and detailed procedures for carrying out its routines and for implementing further
developments. These are reflected in awdll-structured school development plan (SDP).
This detailed and careful planning helps the schoal to handle awide range of eventudities
well, athough some mgor problems of staff absence have hindered developments and
resulted in some standards being lower than planned. This thorough planning is a strength of
the management.

The schoal’ s strong commitment to equality of opportunity for al pupilsis shown in the way
in which lessons are planned with appropriate activities for each year group in mixed-age
classes, theindusion of a pupil with physical impairment in dl activities, induding physica
educetion, and the support given to those pupils with specid educationa needs and the
work planned for higher attainers.

The school has a very good, clear Structure of delegation that is known by all those who
work inthe school. All s&ff have detailed job descriptions that set out their respongbilities
asaclassteacher and as subject co-ordinators. All teaching staff have severa subjectsto
co-ordinate. They write useful policies and helpful schemes of work, establish targets for
each year group, provide adequate resources and check teachers' planning of work to be
donein the subject. Staff monitor pupils progress through tracking attainment in samples of
work, looking at work in books and at the range and qudity of work that is shown in
displays. The development of this process as atool for improving pupil performance has
been hampered by extended staff absence. Staff appreciate the time out of class that they
have been given to monitor teaching and learning, to vist other schools and to fulfil ther
curricular roles.

The governing body fulfilsits statutory duties in a satisfactory manner. Good use is made of
the loca education authority’ s governor training programme. Governors are fully involved in
planning the school’ s priorities through the school development plan (SDP). They are kept
very well informed by the headteacher of the direction the school needsto take and ensure
that the SDP supports and promotes that. Governors understand most of the strengths and
weaknesses of the school well through the weekly meetings between the headteacher and
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the chair and through the headteacher’ s comprehensive reports. They monitor closdly the
progress of the SDP, questioning the impact on pupils achievement and progress. Asyet
they do not fully understand the reasons why pupils do not attain better resultsin nationd
tests or how much the building restricts the ddlivery of the curriculum. There have been
many changes recently in the membership of the governing body and there are il
vacancies. This preventsit being as effective asit should. The governors have supported
the headteacher in addressing the key issues from the previous report.

There has been a good, systematic programme to monitor, evauate and develop the qudity
of teaching, mainly in English and mathematics, undertaken by the headteacher. Thishas
been supported by the generous programme of in-service training made avallable to al staff
and linked to the SDP and performance management. Thishasresulted inarisein the
overd| qudity of teaching. Asyet this has not impacted congstently on raising the pupils
gandards in nationa tests, largely because of the long-term effects of the rdatively dow
progress in class 2 during the four year period of ungtable staffing. Pupilsin Year 6 il
show evidence, in some areas of English and mathematics, of lack of understanding through
work not well covered, while pupilsin Y ear 4 have enormous gapsin their mathematical
knowledge and are especidly poor in their ability to use menta processes and their
understanding of number patterns.

The school now hasin place rigorous systems to analyse test results and monitor standards
indl subjects. The resultsfrom end of year tests and Nationa Curriculum tests are
andysed, areas for improvement noted and curriculum planning revised to take these into
account. There are year group targets for attainment in English and mathematics. The
school is now reedy to put in place individua and/or smal group targets for these subjects.

The schoal has informa arrangements for the induction of new gaff. Asthe aff issmal
these work very well. Newly qudified staff attend the local education authority’ straining
programme. In school they have atrained mentor to support them. A smilar system
operates for the sudentson initid teacher training.

Performance management is well established within the school. All staff targets are
effectively linked to the SDP. The governing body’ s arrangements for setting performance
targets for the headteacher are good. These are aso linked to the SDP and cover dl the
magor areas of leadership and managemen.

Appropriate priorities and targets for the improvement of attainment are identified very well
within the SDP. Thisis meticuloudy reviewed annudly and very good action is taken to
improve provison for enhancing pupils performance. The recently achieved stability in
g&ffing is heping the effectiveness of this well-danned provision.

The budget islinked very closdly to the SDP and dl spending istargeted very carefully. The
way the financid planning supports the educationd priorities of the school isvery good. The
school has moved from a deficit budget to one with an appropriate carry-forward in the four
years Snce the previousingpection. Thereis very good financia control and adminigiration
of the schodl’ s budget by the finance committee and the adminidrative saff. Staff make
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good use of information and communication technology in many aspects of their work. All
specific grants, for example for specid educationa needs, are used very well to support their
designated use. The headteacher has worked hard to get extra funding through grants and
sponsorship that are used to enhance provision.

Governorstry to ensure that best value is obtained by the school for dl its expenditure. Use
ismade of thelocal educetion authority’ s recommended contractors and suppliers. Three
tenders are obtained for al work, prices and specifications compared and a decision taken.
Lessemphasisis placed by the governors on ensuring that spending improves attainment.

There isnow a sufficient number of suitably qualified permanent teachers to teach and
support the age range. The strong team of full and part-time teaching staff has a clear
understanding of its roles and responghilities. All are qudified and well deployed, and
most are very experienced at teaching this age group.

The school employs three part-time teaching ass stants, who provide vauable support to
pupils of lower ahility or to those with specid educationd needs; thisincludes individua
support to pupils in accordance with their statements of specia educational need. Pupils
from traveller families are well supported by dl aff and by the local education authority's
travellers support teacher who vidts the school to give advice to staff. The specia
educationa needs co-ordinator and the headteacher carefully plan the use of the assstants
services.

The accommodation is unsatisfactory. Though the school makes good use of its available
space, it isinadequate for dl the equipment and activities that are required for the Nationa
Curriculum. Thereisno school hall or other designated area that can be used for activities
such as assemblies, physica education lessons or lunches. This means that classrooms have
to be used for these activities. Pupils are well used to moving furniture to prepare for these
events but timeislost from lessons while they do so. Classrooms cannot be organised in a
way that helps pupilsto have quick access to resources, and to display their work,
especidly three-dimensona work, in away that celebrates their achievement. The children
in the Reception Y ear cannot leave in place structures they have built or work they are
completing when their room is used for assemblies and music lessons. Pupils, especidly
those in the class 2 whose room is used for physical education lessons and lunches, find it
hard to fed ownership of their room. Thelibrary israther smdl. It isaso the main entrance
into the school and is used for teaching smadl groups of pupils during the mornings. Thereis
little space to display books invitingly or to have soft seating for pupils to browse through
books. The building now has a permanent ramp to alow accessfor the disabled. The
playground is small, but it has been resurfaced and has markings for games. Sheds, no
longer in use, take up alot of playground space. There is no separate outside play areafor
the children in the Foundation Stage. Thisis unsatisfactory. The school usesalarge fied
across the main road at lunchtimes and for physica education. It is sometimes used for
other lessons, such as science, but is till underused. Thereis no shade on the field and on
some days the heet istoo fierce for pupils to use without forms of sun protection.

At the last ingpection, resources were judged to be good overal, and the current position is
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amilar. Resources are now satisfactory in science, geography, history and religious
education. They are good in English, mathematics, art and design, design and technology
and music physical education. Equipment for physica education is satisfactory though the
accommodation isnot. The school’s stock of computers is adequate and appropriate to
pupils needs. The resources for the children in the reception class are old and inadequate
to meet the requirements of the Early Y ears curriculum, especidly for physical education
Pupils education is enriched by arange of sporting and resdentid trips and cultura vists.
The premises are enhanced by attractive, imaginative displays, though the building restricts
these from being a a height where pupils can see them easily and interact with them.
Resources, including staff, are managed effectively to support pupils with specid educationa
needs

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

80

In order to improve the overdl quality of education the headteacher, governors and staff
should:

Q) Raise standards in English, mathematics and science by :
ensuring that al pupils get consstent, good teaching in al classes over time,
[ See paragraphs 23, 69, 118]
marking work in books so that pupils understand what they can do to
improve, [ See paragraphs 26, 31, 117, 129, 135, 154]
setting individud, as well as year group targets, so that pupils know what they
have to achieve. [ See paragraphs 24, 70, 129]

()] Continue to work for improvements in the accommodation so that:
classrooms can be used properly dl the time, [See paragraphs 78, 141,
148, 160, 169]

teaching timeis not lost while furniture is moved, [ See paragraphs 78, 169]

all the aspects of the physica education curriculum can be taught effectively,
[ See paragraphs 78, 79, 99, 169]

provide enough resources for the children in the Reception Y ear to have
proper access to the whole of the Foundation Stage curriculum, especidly the
area of physical development. [ See paragraphs 78, 79, 85, 99]
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81 PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of |essons observed 20
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 19
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection
Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
Number 0 4 12 4 0 0 0
Percentage 0 20 60 20 0 0 0
Care should be taken when inter preting these percentages as each lesson represents five percentage points.
I nformation about the school’s pupils
Pupils on the school’sroll Nursery | YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) na 72
Number of full-time pupils known to be digible for free school meds na 6
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery | YR-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of specia educationa needs na 1
Number of pupils on the school’ s specia educational needs register na 9
English as an additional language No of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additiond language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 3
Pupils who left the school other than at the usud time of leaving 8
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Attendance

Authorised absence

Unauthorised absence

%
School data 6.2
National comparative data 0.6

%
School data 0.0
National comparative data 0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

Attainment

Because of the smdl number of pupilsin each year group no comparative data with national results

isincluded in this report.

Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin the last school year

Fixed
period

Permanent

Black — Caribbean 0
heritage

Black — African heritage

Black — other

Indian

Pakistani

Bangladeshi

Chinese

No of

pupils
Black — Caribbean heritage 0
Black — African heritage 0
Black — other 0
Indian 0
Pakistani 0
Bangladeshi 0
Chinese 0
White 72
Any other minority ethnic group 0

White

This table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only.

oO|lo|lo|j]o|lo|lo|]o| o

Other minority ethnic
groups

el NeolNollNoll Nell Neoll Noll Nel

This table gives the number of exclusions of pupils of
compulsory school age, which may be different from the

number of pupils excluded.
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Teachers and classes

Qualified teachersand classes: YR -Y6

Financial information

Tota number of qualified teachers 35 Financia year 2001/2
(FTE)
Number of pupils per qualified 18
teacher
Average class size 24 £
Education support staff: YR -Y6 Totd income 210917
Tota number of education support 3 Tota expenditure 199945
staff
Total aggregate hours worked per 50 Expenditure per pupil 2739
week
FTE means full-time equivalent. Balance brought forward from 19824
previous year
Balance carried forward to next year 30797
Recruitment of teachers
Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years 2
Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years 2
Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE) 0
Number of vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE) 0
Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less 0

than one term (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturn rate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the schoal is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

Theteaching is good.

| am kept wel informed about how my child is
Qgetting on.

| would fed comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The schoal is heping my child become mature
and responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outsde lessons.

Other issuesraised by parents

No other issues were raised.
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Number of questionnaires sent out 72
Number of questionnaires returned 34
Srongly | Tendto | Tendto | Srongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know
59 35 6 0 0
53 41 3 0 3
47 50 3 0 0
41 41 0 0 0
59 41 0 0 0
38 32 26 3 0
59 26 9 6 0
65 35 0 0 0
38 41 12 3 6
50 35 12 3 0
53 38 6 3 0
26 32 24 12 6




PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE

CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

82

83

85

The children start school in September if they are five or become five during the term.
Children who are five by the end of the school year begin school in January. There are
currently nine children in the Reception Year. These children arein aclass with deven Year
1 pupils. Thereis one teacher and no classroom assstant. Attainment on entry is average.

Good provison is made for the children by giving opportunities for parents and their children
to vigt the reception class before starting school.  Pre-school visits include one morning
when they stay for dinner. The teacher works closdy with the parents who are welcomed
into the school for initial and termly meetings. Parents recelve information charts and
guiddines on how to help their children.

The teacher knows and understands the nationd Early Learning Gods and plansthe
curriculum to reach them. Records of each child's progress are kept in the six aress of
learning, highlighting the steps the children have passed. The children are on courseto reach
the Early Learning Godsin dl areas. Some have exceeded them in communication,
language and literacy and mathemetics and they are dready following the Nationd Literacy
and Numeracy Strategies by the time they move into Year 1.

Resources for these children are inadequate to meet the Early Y ears curriculum. Many of
the resources are old and rather too well used to be attractive to the children. The school
has begun to purchase more gppropriate resources but there are il areas of the curriculum,
for example, the scientific eements of knowledge and understanding of the world, that are
under-resourced. Thereis no safe, secure outdoor areafor the children to use for dl aress
of the curriculum, but especidly for children’s physica development. The children do not
have access to resources for physical development on adally bass. Thisis unsatisfactory.

Personal, social and emotional development.

86

87

ilful teaching enables the children to fed confident about what they can achieve.
Reationships are strong so that the children are able to try things, initiate ideas and speek in
agroup. Everyday routines, such as‘cirdetime’, encourage afeding of belonging. They
are aware of their needs and are sengtive to the needs of others. For example, inacircle
game about warm thoughts, the children had to say something nice about the child on thelr
left. The children’s remarks were dl positive, such as"heismy friend,” "she looks after me
a playtimes'. They know that their thoughts and words are valued. Senstive teaching gives
the children sdf-confidence and self-esteem.

Opportunities for children to reflect are provided. They passed a silver box round their
circle and consdered what they would like there to be in the box. All the children were
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88

given time to think and everyone' sideas were celebrated. Wishes included a puppy, God,
Jesus and peace.

Good teaching interests and motivates the children to learn well. They work hard,
concentrate well and develop good attitudes to working. The teacher listens carefully to
what the children have to say: modelling the schoal rule, ‘when one is spesking, everyoneis
ligtening’. The children can work as part of a group, take turns and help each other. The
teacher promotes persona development effectively, by ensuring that the equipment and
resources are eadly ble. Generdly, resources are old and need replacing. The
children are well on course to reach the Early Learning God's by the end of the Reception
Year.

Communication, language and literacy.

89

90

91

92

Thisarea of learning iswdll taught. By the end of the Reception Y ear, most children will
have exceeded the Early Learning Gods and will be following the Nationd Literacy
Strategy. Children with specid educationd needs are gill working through the nationa
‘stepping stones of the Early Y ears curriculum.

The children enjoy listening to and using written and spoken language. They readily turnto it
inther play. For example, in follow up work from looking at their faces to see Smilarities
and differences, they used language to imagine they were artists, painting portraitsin a
gudio. Children listen with enjoyment and respond to tories, songs and rhymes.  Effective
questioning by the teacher encourages the children to give extensve answers in sentences.
They are very keen to join in and can offer opinions. When one of the children was showing
her special fan, they were excited to comment thet "it is very beautiful”. Very good
relationships make the children confident so that they can respond to what they have heard
and are ready to spesk in front of agroup.

The children are good at learning and using sounds. Most of them can hear and say initia
sounds at the beginning, middle and end of the words. Direct teaching of the basic skillsis
good so that the children can link soundsto letters and make words.  Good teaching makes
the lesson fun. For example, in a‘change theword” game the children changed the lettersin
‘sack’ to make new words that the teacher called out. They enjoyed playing the gametill
they got back to the first word and camefull circle.  Elements of the Literacy Framework
arewel| used o that a good knowledge of phonicsis developed through effective work at
word, sentence and text levels. Most children can reed arange of familiar and common
words and smple sentences independently. They enjoy guided reading with the teacher.
Thereisalarge range of graded early readers that the children take home to read with their
parents.

In the Reception Y ear the teacher writes with the children. This gives the children
confidence to write soriesin the writing area. Most can hold a pencil correctly and write
their own names. Many can copy the stories they have written with their teachers. The
children atempt to write for different purposes such as news writing on things they like.
Emergent writing is phonetically correct. Many children can write Smple, regular words and
make a good attempt a more complex words. Letters are recognisable and most are
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correctly formed.

Mathematical development

93

94

Good teaching with effective planning and organisation enables the children to make sound
progress. In this area of learning, many are well on course to reach the Early Learning
Gods by the end of the Reception Year and some have dready exceeded them. Lively
teaching keeps a good pace so that the children are keen to join in the counting games.
Most can count accurately up to 50 and recognise and order numerals up to 20. The
teacher develops mathematical language so that the children understand one more and one
less. In practica activities, the children use this vocabulary well in adding, subtracting and
sharing. When six children were sharing three erasers at the drawing table, the children
knew that there was one eraser between two. The teacher chooses subjects that interest the
children so that they are keen to learn. The children know how to make a ‘tally gate’ when
they are recording their favourite sport.

The teacher helps the children to see mathematics al around them. They can talk about,
recognise and recreate Smple patterns. Mathematical ideas and methods are used to solve
practical problems. The children baanced ateddy bear with multilinks and then with cotton
reels and made a graph to show the difference. They can sort objectsinto colours, size and
kinds. Working with the information and communication technology student, the children
used the program, Lesson Maker, to sort and classify animals.

Knowledge and under sanding of the world.

95

96

97

98

Children enter the school with abasic genera knowledge. They build on this knowledge by
observing and finding out about the place in which they live. In science, the children have
been learning about space. A poster about the solar system and a display of books hdp the
children to know why things happen. Through studying caterpillars they learn about living
things. They use magnifying glasses to see how the caterpillars grow and change. Effective
questioning enables the children to notice Smilarities and differences. The children can use
al their senses when investigating objects and materids.

The children understand that time passes by recording their shadows at different times of the
day. They can build and construct with awide range of objects, sdecting appropriate
resources. When building alarge rocket, they chose sponge to make the body. The
children selected tools and techniques to shape, assemble and join the materids they were

using.

The children use technology with confidence when supported by an adult. They enjoy
ligening to music on the music centre and using the compuiter.

In this area of learning the children make good progress and are well on course to reach the
Early Learning Gods by the time they enter Year 1.
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Physical development

99 There is no separate secure outside area for the reception children to work and play. As
there is no classroom assistant a group of children cannot work and play outside while
others do so indoors. The school has plans to further develop outdoor play for these
children. The children make good use of the school field & dinner times with the large
wheded toys and smal games equipment. There are limited opportunitiesin one of the
classrooms to use benches for climbing, jumping and landing during physical education
lessons.

100  Manipulative skills are well developed so that the children can handle tools, objects,
congruction and mallesble materials safely with increasing control.

101 By thetimethe children enter Year 1 they will be on course to reach some of the Early
Learning Godss, but not those that refer to devel oping confidence usng a range of large and
smdl apparatus.

Creative development

102 Inthisareaof work the children make good progressin exploring colour, texture and space.
The rockets that the children have made show that awide range of materiasis available for
collage work. Paper, cardboard, materids, foil and glitter are used cregtively in the display.
The children use pastels and chalk in decorating their rockets and pencils and crayonsin
drawing their saf-portraits. The teacher encourages the children to experiment in making
colour ranges by mixing the powder paints.

103  The children know many songs, which they sing tunefully, with good rhythm and dynamics.
They learn the names of the percussion ingruments and enjoy accompanying the music and
exploring how sounds can be made quieter or louder, dower or faster. In playing ‘thunder
and lightning’ the children experimented in making the sounds match the words. They are
confident in playing before an audience.

104  The teacher encourages the children to use their imagination in drama, dance and cregtive
play. They respond to things they see, hear, touch and smdll in avariety of ways. By the
end of the Reception Y ear the children are on course to reach the Early Learning Goals.

ENGLISH
105  Thenumber of pupilsin each year group isvery smal. This meansthat thereis usudly much

varigbility in the performance gtatistics from one year to ancother. Therefore the andysis of
nationa test results has a so been considered over more than one year.
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The results over the last three years of the nationa tests for seven year olds show that
standards were above the nationd average in reading and close to it in writing in comparison
with dl schools. The results of the 2001 nationd tests for seven year olds show that
standards were close to the nationa average in reading and below in writing in comparison
with al schools. When compared with Smilar schools the standards were below the national
averagein reeding and well below inwriting. The number of pupils reaching the higher Leve
3 was below the nationa average for reading and writing. In nationd tests, girls and boys
perform about the same in reading but boys perform better than girlsin writing. The school
judges that, from teachers assessments of their work o far, pupils results this year will
show an improvement on last year’ sresults. The unvaidated data for the 2002 tests
indicates that the percentage of pupils reaching Level 2 and above is grester than last year.
Ingpection evidence confirms this, showing that the mgjority of pupils are attaining broadly in
line with standards typicaly found &t the age of saven.

The results over the last three years of the nationd tests for even year olds show that
standards were close to the nationd average in English in comparison with dl schools. The
results of the 2001 nationa tests for eeven year olds show that Sandards were below the
nationd average in English in comparison with dl schools. Standards were well below when
compared with Smilar schools. The number of pupils reaching the higher Level 5 was well
below average. In nationd tests, girls performed less well than boys. Ingpection evidence
shows that the mgority of pupilsin the current Y ear 6 are attaning standards smilar to those
typicdly found at the age of deven. The unvalidated data for the 2002 tests indicates that
the percentage of pupilsreaching Level 4 and above is aout the same aslast year.

Standards of current work, seen in lessons and pupils books, in most aspects of English are
now in line with nationa expectations for pupils aged seven and deven. At the last
ingpection attainment was better in spesking and listening and reading than in writing.
Findingsin this inspection are that there is satisfactory improvement in speaking and listening
and reading but writing is still below expectations. Teaching is good overall so pupilslearn
well and make good progress. Pupils with specia educationa needs make good progress.

The school works very hard to help pupilsimprove their language skills. It places great
emphasis on the ability to read and write well. Strategies for teaching literacy are effective.
The schoal is successtully fallowing the guidelinesin the Nationd Literacy Strategy. Literacy
skillsare used well in subjects such as science, history, geography and religious education.

Pupils attitudes and behaviour are very good. Teachers choose subjects that interest the
pupils so thet they are keen to learn. For example: in learning to write forma and informal
letters the pupilsin Years 2 and 3 were asked to write to David Beckham or Britney
Spears. The pupils enjoyed the lesson, worked hard and concentrated well.  They work
very wdll together in smadl groups and have good idesas, which they share with the group.
All ligten carefully to each other.

Y ounger pupils lissen well and are confident in joining in discussions. They begin to be

aware of the needs of the listeners and include relevant detailsin their answvers.  Teachers
effectivdy userole play to develop spesking and listening skills. After lisgening to atape
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about caring for the environment, older pupils developed their ideas by taking on the roles of
the concerned. The teacher encouraged the pupils to act their responsesin the role and
imaginatively exploreideas of care. Sensitive teaching enables pupils to talk about warm
thoughts and fedingsin ‘circletimes . Pupils can talk and listen with assurance in awide
range of Stuations. They are able to offer extended answers and to report back to the class
on their work. Intalking to visitors they show self-confidence and maturity when they
describe their feelings about the schoal.

For most pupils standards in reading are smilar to those typicaly found for pupils aged
seven. Lower attaining pupils use the pictures to help them to read. They are hesitant but
attempt to read independently with adult help. Knowledge of the initid sounds of the letters
helps them to recognise words. They enjoy reading and can talk about the story and the
characters. Above average pupils can read avariety of texts and pass opinions on them.
They have alarge sight vocabulary of common words and can work out unknown words by
using phonics, meaning and picture clues. They read with reasonable fluency and
expression, paying attention to punctuation.

Reading standards of pupils aged eleven are smilar to those typicaly found in pupils of this
age. They can read independently and use the pictures and other strategiesto read
unfamiliar words. The mgority of pupils can sdf correct and predict. They read fluently
and with expression. Responding to arange of books they can talk about their favourite
authors with enthusiasm. Events and ideas in the story are understood and pupils can refer
to the text to judtify their views.

The teachers use guided writing well to improve standards. Pupils are encouraged to
develop their persond writing skills and are taught how to write for a variety of purposes.

Y ounger pupils can re-tell a story with good descriptions. They enjoy persond writing and
making up their own stories. Teachers organise resources to help the pupils, including word
banks, suggestion cards and dictionaries. Word work improves spelling, punctuation and
grammar. Pupils can write three sentences, using capitd letters and full ops. The teachers
encourage the pupils to write creatively by giving ideas on good titles such as *Big City
Times: Shepherd dog rescues baby’ . Pupils keep book reviews, recording thetitle, the
author, their opinions and their favourite part.

Scrutiny of pupils writing in Y ear 6 shows that they can write for different purposes. They
can write descriptively on events in a story, make notes from information books and
evauate poems. The teachers provide opportunities for pupils to write imaginatively, with
tittessuch as* A baby-gtter'shel’. Pupilsfollow the story conventions: for example, ‘As|
enter’. They userich language, ‘ when the beams of the sun meet’ and *a pool of death'.
Very good relationships with the teachers gives the pupils confidence to write about their
emotions. ‘A new school year’ tdls of their fears on moving to the secondary schoal.
Words are chosen for effect, sentences are complex, and grammar and spellings are usudly
correct. A good range of conjunctives and adverbs are used effectively by most of the

pupils.
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Good marking not only corrects spelling and punctuation, but tells the pupils thet their work
isvaued and interesting with remarks such as ‘| expect Hughie and Matthew were glad
they wouldn’t have to baby-sit again’. Sometimes marking does not help pupils know
what they have to do to improve. There are regular assessments of the pupils writing and
pupils are given new targets.

Many Y ear 6 pupils cannot structure their writing into paragraphs. Complex words are
often mis-spelt and apostrophes and inverted commas are not used accurately. The
development of writing has been a priority over the last year. However, the lack of previous
teaching that built carefully upon the skills pupils had aready mastered, has left these pupils
with gapsin their knowledge and poor grammar and pdlling skills. Timein lessons often
has to be spent unexpectedly explaining points that pupils should have grasped in previous
years.

Hand-writing is taught throughout the school. Year 2 pupils are introduced to the school’s
joined style of writing. By the end of Year 6, pupils handwriting isjoined, legible and
consstent. Books contain good examples of individua targets for improvement: ‘try to keep
your words to the same height’. Spelling is taught using the ‘ Look, Cover, Write, Check’
method. Pupils are expected to learn spellings at home.

The literacy co-ordinator has monitored plans, sampled work and observed lessons.
Resources have been reviewed and evaluated and new resources purchased. Overdl they
are good.

MATHEMATICS

121
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The number of pupilsin each year group isvery smal. This meansthat thereis usualy much
variability in the performance gatigtics from one year to another. Therefore the analysis of
nationa test results has been considered over more than one year.

The results over the last three years of the nationa tests in mathematics for seven year olds
show that standards were just below nationa averages in comparison with al schools. The
results of the 2001 nationd tests in mathematics for seven year olds show that standards
were just below nationd averages in comparison with dl schools. When compared with
amilar schools the standards were average. The number of pupils reaching the higher Leve
3 was dso below national averages. In nationa tests, boys perform better than girls. From
teachers assessments, it is expected that this year’s results will show an improvement on
last year’ sresults. The unvaidated data for the 2002 tests indicates that dl pupils reached
Level 2 and above. Inspection evidence confirms that the maority of pupils are now
attaining just about the tandards typicaly found at the age of seven

By the end of Year 2 many of the pupils can identify odd and even numbers, explore
relaionships in number patterns, add and subtract, measure using metres and centimetres
and can identify haves and quarters. Some of the higher attaining pupils understand the
value of hundreds, tens and units and are developing an awareness of the passage of time to
the nearest five minutes. They understand the inverse of operations using addition and
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subtraction and can round up and down to the nearest hundreds. They identify two and
three-dimensiond shgpes. The more able pupils, working within the higher Level 3 know
which shapes have right angles and where the lines of symmetry are. These pupilsdso
know 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 times tables.

The results over the last three years of the nationd tests for eleven year olds show that
Sandards were close to the national averages in mathematics when compared with dl
schools. Theresults of the 2001 nationa tests for eleven year olds show that standards
were below the nationd averages in mathematics when compared with al schools and with
samilar schoals. The number of pupils reaching the higher Level 5 was well below average.
I nspection evidence shows that the mgority of pupilsin the current Year 6 are attaining in
line with the standards typically found at the age of eleven The unvdidated data for the
2002 tests indicates that the percentage of pupils reaching level 4 and above is better than
last year.

By the end of Year 6 most pupils understand the relationship between vulgar fractions,
decimd fractions and percentages. They work out the percentage discount obtainable when
buying anitemin asde. They caculate the areas of regular and irregular shapes and
construct shapes such as paralelograms and pentagons. They know how to rotate and
trandate shapes. They cdculae sumsin number, decimas, weight and length using the four
rules. They draw angles carefully and know which are acute, obtuse and reflex. Lessable
pupils attempt the same work but during lessons complete less than their class mates, often
make more mistakes and at times misunderstand the concept to be learnt. Higher ataining
pupils master new work quickly, gpplying previous knowledge to it and complete enough
examples to ensure they remember new concepts.

Numeracy skillsare amilar to those typicdly found in pupils of thisage. There are some
opportunities for pupils to develop their numeracy skillsin other areas of curriculum.
Measurement of length using centimetres is used purposefully in adesign and technology and
there are some links in science and geography.

In al lessons pupils persevere with their work. Their positive attitudes, good behaviour and
generd eagerness dl contribute to the effectiveness of their learning and throughout the
school they are generdly compliant. Throughout the school pupils with specid educationa
needs generdly make progress commensurate with their ability. Most pupils make good
progress in lessons because they now receive good teaching.

Ovedl, the qudity of teaching of mathematics and numeracy observed during the inspection
was good. In al lessons seen the qudity of teaching was satisfactory or better. One
example of good teaching was observed in Year 2 and one example of very good teaching
was observed in Year 6. In dl lessons teachers share the key objectives of the lesson and
any new vocabulary with the pupils and plan ther teaching in accordance with the
recommendations in the Nationd Numeracy Strategy. In Y ear 6 where the teaching was
very good the pupils responded well to searching questions that probed their understanding
and challenged their thinking about the number that the teacher had written secretly on a
board. In this Stuation the teacher was clearly aware of the logica thinking that the pupils
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were developing and knew how to help them improve further. The good teaching in Year 2
ensured that pupils interests were maintained throughout the lesson and that the work was
well matched to the abilities of the pupils. Tasks and ingructions were explained carefully
ensuring that the pupils were clear about what was expected of them. The plenary was used
efficiently to enable pupils of differing abilities to share what they had learned. For example,
pupils were able to solve two-step word problems using the knowledge they had gained
during the lesson.

Targets are st for year groups on the advice of the loca education authority. Higher
attaining pupils have extra targets set and pupils with specid educationd needs have extra
targets within their IEPs. The schoal is not yet setting persond targets in mathematics for
individuds. Pupils progressin mathematicsis assessed using end-of-year tets aswell as
regular assessments. A scrutiny of the pupils books indicates that whilst dmost dl of the
pupils work is marked frequently the marking rarely indicates whet they need to do to
improve their work. It ismosily concerned with the nestness of work and the amount that
has been compl eted.

The co-ordinator has observed lessons in the school and in other schools. This has enabled
her to understand the standards that can be attained by pupils. Resources are good. During
the ingpection good use of smdl whiteboards and number fans was seen during the mental
and ord parts of the lessons.

SCIENCE
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The 2001 Y ear 2 teacher assessments indicate that standards achieved by seven year olds
were below the national average and below the standards achieved by pupilsin smilar
schoals. Thisislargey because pupils had had inconsistent teaching for ayear dueto
frequent staff absence. The nationd test results for eleven year oldsin 2001 show that
standards achieved were above the nationd average and well above when compared with
amilar schools. The year 2001 cohort of pupils achieved standards higher than those for
the previous three years. Evidence from this ingpection shows overdl sandardsin the
current classes at the age of seven and eleven to be in line with those expected. Thisisthe
same as at the time of the previous ingpection.

Pupilsin Year 2 had good recall of the previous lesson, remembering that magnets have
poles cdled north and south. Some pupils remembered the words *attract’ and ‘repel’
and could explain what they meant. Asaclassthey tested gold and slver jewdlery and
were surprised to find they did not attract magnets. They were able to hypothesise that
some metals attract magnets. Pupils are very enthusiagtic about science. At the end of the
lesson one boy turned to his neighbour and asked, ‘Do you like science? When he
nodded the first boy sighed contentedly and replied, ‘1t’s good isn't it.

Y ear 6 had visted the loca Nature Centre and been taught how to identify mini-beasts.
They had good recall of the ones they had found and how to classfy them. Pupils worked
in mixed aged pairsto study a variety of habitats, for example, short grass, long grass and
hedges. They collected mini-beasts using pipettes, magnifying jars and nets carefully and
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correctly. Back inthe classroom they were able to identify many creatures using reference
books. They took digital photographs of the creatures they did not identify for identification
later. Attheend of the lesson the pupils knew they should return dl the mini-beests to their
habitats.

Other work donein Year 6 included a study of the germination of dandelion seeds, seed
dispersd, the life cycle of flowers and butterflies, structures of plants and a comparison of
the gestation and dependency periods of arange of animas. The work recorded was
factualy accurate and contained one example of an experiment about conditions for the
germination of seeds. Pupils had aso studied shadows, light and sound. They understood
the difference between reflective and non-reflective surfaces. Work on dectricity included
making circuits and buzzer darms. Following the work on aarms one pupil wrote, ‘ The
buzzer worked because foil is a conductor of electricity’.

Teaching was good in both lessons seen. Characteristics of both lessons were the
development of the pupils use of scientific vocabulary, the good subject knowledge of the
teachers and the effective teaching methods. Management of pupils was very good because
in both lessons pupils were working outside the classroom and were very well behaved. A
satisfactory range of resources were well organised and pupils used them carefully. Pupils
made good progress during lessons. Their books and the teachers' records show that they
have over time acquired good range and standard of subject knowledge. Teachers assess
pupils’ knowledge and skills regularly a the end of each unit of work. Targets are givento
year groups so that they know what they must atain. Teachers marking concentrates on
neatness and the amount of work completed. There are no comments thet tell pupils how
well they are developing scientific ills.

The co-ordinator has had the opportunity to monitor teaching and learning in other classes.
Test results have been analysed and areas of weakness noted. These areas have received
extra attention and work in books indicates that these areas have improved.

ART AND DESIGN
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The evidence gathered during the inspection indicated that in art and design, standards are
amilar to those typicdly found in pupils aged seven and dleven years. At the last ingpection,
the mgority of pupils attained Sandards in line with nationa expectations. Improvement
sancethe last inspection is satisfactory. Teaching, in the one lesson seen was very good and
S0 pupils learnt well and progress was good.

Pupils attitudesto art and design are very good. When the teacher is explaining tasksto the
whole group, the pupils listen carefully and contribute well in discussons. They cantak
about problems and give suggestions on how to overcome them. For example, when
sketching a dill life study of alamp, they consdered how to draw the space around it and
decided to sketch the background. Pupils are proud to show their work and praiseis given
by the rest of the class. Thiswas shown when pupilsin Y ear 4 described how they had
experimented using different tools and evaluated which marks worked best in sketching
fruits and pine cones. Pupils can work independently in mixing oil paints and placing
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samplesin their sketch books. Good subject knowledge of the teachers enables pupils to
use different techniques and work in different styles. Teachers use information and
communication technology effectively in art and design. 'Y ounger pupils use the program
Clipart to create patterns. They can explore shape and colour to produce their designs.
Pupils settle down quickly and quietly because they are given clear guiddines on what is
expected and the time alowed.

Teachers have expertise and are confident in the subject so that artidtic skills are taught
effectively. They guide pupilsto look closaly at pattern and line. Very good teaching points,
given by the teacher, such as‘ choose an object to draw that best matches your marks; then
focus on asmall section of the object and draw that in the middle of the paper’, enable the
pupils to improve their work.

Children learn how to mix powder paint in the Foundation Stage so that no timeis wasted
when older pupils are investigating tone and texture. Older pupils can explore ideas and
collect visud and other information to help them develop their work. Postive support is
given to the pupils. Theteacherslisten carefully to the pupils problems and give advice on
how to do it better.

Art diplaysin the library show the three-dimensiond work the pupils have been doing. A
sculpture of a hedgehog has been formed out of papier-méché. Thiswork was cross-
curricular with science and caring for the environment. A collage of aUnion Jack Person
is made up of union jacks and papers and pictures of people celebrating in red, white and
blue. The smal classroom used by class 1 redtricts the range of work that can be
attempted, but pupils use the outdoor space when they can. Though the other classrooms
are large, because they are used for other purposes, pupils cannot easily leave out work to
dry or to be worked on over time.

The management of the subject isgood. The co-ordinator has expertise in teaching the skills
of drawing. A scheme of work has been designed that ensures that al the programmes of
study are covered. Resources are satisfactory but a greater range of paint, pastels and
crayonsis needed.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
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Standards in design and technology are smilar to those typicaly found in pupils aged seven
and deven. Thisisgood improvement since the last inspection when standards were below
the nationd average. Teaching was good in one lesson and satisfactory in the other lesson
seen. Pupilslearn well and make good progress. The school now has a whole scheme of
work for design and technology, which helps to ensure development in technicd skillsand
knowledge. It provides opportunities for pupilsto work with a broad range of materials.

Attitudes to learning in both key stages are good. Pupils enjoy the subject, and work
sensbly and safely together. They learn to think for themsalves and make connections. For
example, the younger pupils were very excited about a project on making a money
container. The teacher and the pupils brought many examples from home, which they could
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study. They decided to make three different types: apurse, awallet and abag. Pupils
formed themsdlves into mixed ability groups, so that the more able could help the less able.
They can organise their own resources and work independently. This reflects the teaching
well. Pupils can evaluate their products, make judgements if things go wrong and are
prepared to start again. Persond development and relationships are very good. A display
of money containersin the classroom shows that the pupils work is vaued.

Good teaching promotes and encourages pupilsto design. They can develop ideas through
sharing materids, assembling and joining. Teachers encourage the pupilsto list the materids,
the method, the purpose and the modification. No timeislost in learning to work with tools
and equipment asthey have learnt to use tools effectively in the Foundation Stage. Pupilsin
Y ear 1 were able to congtruct a house using cardboard. Good manipulative skills enabled
them to make windows out of cellophane and fix a door, the same Size as the space, with
masking tape. The pupils were very proud of their tiled roofs and the brick papered walls.

Evduating productsis a more prominent part of the work of the older pupils. They make
very good use of their design plansto develop ideas. Scrutiny of their work shows that the
pupils can make atoy usng acam. They know that a cam mechanism controls movement.
Pupils have made a diagram of the dowd, the guide, the cam and the follower. Thelr
conclusion reads * as the cam turns, the follower moves up and down’. Progressis recorded
in the pupils books when they describe making a pneumatics modd. An arrowed diagram
shows the direction of movement, the balloon and the wheds. Their evaluation is ‘we could
have made it better by usng more baloons .

Lessons are planned to take account of the pupils knowledge and experience. Teachers
good subject knowledge and the teaching of basic skills lead to pupils acquiring new skills
and reinforcing those dready known. Work is a agood pace that chalenges dl ages.

The management of the subject issound. The co-ordinator ensures that the planning follows
the programmes of study in the scheme of work. Resources are good. Accommodation is
gpacious for classes 2 and 3 while they are working. However, because these classrooms
are used for other purposes, work in progress cannot easily be left out and finished models
cannot be displayed effectively. In class 1 spaceis very restricted for both working and

disolay.

GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

149

No geography or history lessons were taught during the time of the ingpection. Judgements
on the standards pupils attain are made from the scrutiny of pupils books and work
displayed on the walls, teachers planning records and discussions with co-ordinators and
pupils. Standards are sSmilar to those typically reached by pupils aged seven and eleven.
Pupils leves of subject knowledge are good, but thereis only limited evidence of work on
developing the key skills of the subjects. Thisis because lesstime is dlocated to these
subjects than is nationally recommended. Y ear 2 pupils develop good geographica kills,
such as on environmentd issues. Overal, pupils make good progress in the acquigtion of
subject knowledge and less progress in developing knowledge and use of the key sKills.
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Thisis broadly the same as at the time of the previous ingpection.

InYear 6 pupils use video evidence to write facts about the lives of poor and rich peoplein
Victorian times. They try to understand the reasons why there is so much difference. They
complete atimeline of the main events during Queen Victoria sreign. Pupils sudy a census
form of the time but there is no evidence to show what they learnt from it. An assessment
sheet completed at the end of the unit of work checks the facts they know but does not
assess how wl their understanding of key skills, such as the use of primary and secondary
sources, are developing.

In geography Year 6 pupils learn about lifein rural and urban Pakistan. Tharr recall of facts
isgood. They know the features of ariver and Sudy the loca rivers Severn and Stour in
some depth. They mark the main mountain ranges on amap. Pupils are beginning to use
correct geographica terminology such as mouth, source, delta and to use maps and atlases
of varying scales, but overdl a alower level than that usudly found in pupils of this age.

In'Year 2 pupils study life in Tudor times. They compare the lives of the rich and poor and
life then and now. They know the sort of homes that Anglo-Saxons built and what clothes
they wore. They put into chronological order some main events of the Invaders and Settlers
period but there are no dates for the events and pupils have no idea how long ago these
events happened.

In geography Year 2 pupils learn about their local area and begin to both make and use
maps. They draw maps of the classroom in different scaes. They learn about the amenities
of villages and towns. Pupils study the cars that park near the school and debate the pros
and cons of this. They compare and contrast the Polar and Desert areas of the world and
learn about the wide variation in westher.

Marking in pupils books show that teachers check for accuracy of information, completion
of work and recdl of facts. They do not check for the development of key skills.
Assessment sheets concentrate on recal of facts. Resources are satisfactory for the
subjects. The co-ordinators know that teaching needs to concentrate more on the key skills
of their subjects and want to prioritise this areain the near future.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
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The provison for information and communication technology (ICT) has improved
consderably since the previousingpection. Thereis now one computer in each classroom
and a suite containing five computers. Thisroomisvery smdl and is crowded when six
pupils and an adult are in there. A part-time specidist assstant teaches pupilsin pairs or
smdl groups.

Teachers discuss with the assstant what they are teaching and how they would like specific
subject sKkills reinforced through work in the suite. The assistant then prepares work that not
only reinforces the class work but also develops ICT skillsin aprogressve way. Pupils are
withdrawn from the class in twos and fours to work in the suite. Teaching is good.
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Ingtructions are clear so that pupils understand what they haveto do. Pupils are, however,
not always encouraged to work out what to do for themsalves rather than St back and wait
for help.

Y ear 2 pupils can enter, save and retrieve their work. They use the keyboard and the
mouse with confidence. They write Sories and correct them using spelling and grammar
checks. The younger pupils use the program Lesson-maker to sort and classfy information
about animas. Year 3 pupils used the Internet to access information about magnets during a
science lesson. They learned how to click on text to save the information and then print it
out. Later in the lesson they proudly read out the information to the class.

During amathematics lesson, pupilsin Year 5 inputted data into a table and worked out the
cost of food for an imaginary party. Back in the classroom they were able to tell the rest of
the class what mathematics they had learnt but were not asked to say what computer skills
they had used. InaYear 6 science lesson pupils were ungble to identify some of the mini-
beasts they had collected. They took them to the suite and placed them under the digital
microscope. They were very confident in their use of the microscope and understood the
appropriate magnification to use and how to get a clear focused picture of the creature.
They focused carefully, took a photograph and printed it. Work around the walls show that
pupils use programs such as Clipart to support their work.

Standards are now in line with those typicaly reached by pupilsin Years 2 and 6, athough
the oldest pupils have some gapsin their knowledge from previous years. Pupils enjoy the
subject and make good progress.

Resources are just adequate to meet the requirements of the curriculum. The ICT suiteisa
good resource but it is not large enough to hold awhole class. Therefore whole class
teaching takes place in the classroom with one computer screen for everyoneto view. The
co-ordinator has worked hard to improve provison and knows that the imminent provision
of alarge screen and inter-active whiteboard will help whole class teaching.

MUSIC
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Standardsin music arein line with thase typicaly found in pupils aged seven and deven.
Music lessons are taught by the music co-ordinator. The qudity of teaching overd| was
good in the three lessons seen. In the lesson for class 2 (Years 2, 3 and 4) teaching was
very good. Progressisgood. Music plays an important part in the life of the schoal.
Lessons include careful listening to music, sSinging, composing and playing insruments.
Pupils have the opportunity to learn the recorder and to sing in the choir. Musicisdso
incorporated into collective worship.

Pupils atitudesto learning are very good. They enjoy the different approaches that the
teacher encourages them to use.

Y ounger pupils understand sounds that are long and short and loud and soft. They ligten
very well because the lessons are well planned with a good sdlection of resources. The
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pupils know many songs, which they sing tunefully, with good rhythm, pitch and dynamics.
The teacher uses her musica expertise well, so that the pupils gppreciate her beautiful
snging voice and playing of the plano. Music lessons are exciting and fun for the younger
pupils. They areintroduced to music from different cultures. In ligening to Chinese music
they described what the music meant to them. It reminded them of water and Chinese
people dancing. Words for new songs are written up on aflip chart so that dl the pupils can
joininthedanging. Skilful teaching shows the pupils how to read the wordsin the rhythm of
themusc. They can recognise changesin the music and know that some parts of the

melody are repeated.

Older pupils enjoy singing roundsin two parts. The good subject knowledge of the teacher
is evident when the pupils learn to back singing with a drone (a repeated note) or a chord of
three notes. Musical insruments are dl prepared so that the pupils can sing and play
together. Pupils can listen to chords and identify discordant and concordant sounds. Lively
teaching makes the lesson fun by showing ‘thumbs up’ or ‘thumbs down’. Pupils prepare a
performance by getting into groups and practising repeated patterns on the different musical
insruments. At the end of the practice, each group plays their piece to the rest of the class.
The pupils are confident in playing before an audience.

The management of the subject is good. Enjoyment and participation are encouraged by
providing a performance for an audience each term. The choir and recorders group vist
two homes for the elderly. Resourcesin music are good. They include awide range of
ingruments, agood collection of compact discs and many music and Snging books.
Accommodation isgood for music. Lessonstake place in the class 3 room that is large and
has apiano. Resources are stored close by.

PHYS CAL EDUCATION
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It was not possible to see any lessons during the ingpection. Judgements about standards
are made from teacher’ s planning records, discussons with the co-ordinator, pupils
swimming records and observation of pupils practising for sportsday. Standards arein line
with those typicaly found for pupils aged seven and even in dance and swvimming.
Standards are bel ow those expected in gymnastics and games for pupils aged seven and
eleven and in athletics for pupils aged eeven, largely because of the lack of a proper indoor
space and alarge enough hard surfaced outdoor area.

Teachers planning records indicate that they plan to cover al the aspects of the Nationa
Curriculum. It isobvious from discussions that these plans have to be adapted because
indoor lessons take place in a classroom. For example, when practising some types of ball
skills pupils use baloons ingtead of bdls. This, though enjoyable, does not alow pupilsto
develop the correct skills. Lessons take place outside whenever possible but the
playground istoo smdl for aclass of older children to practise any or dl the gymnastics and
games killsthey should. The large field iswdll used for games lessons and ahletics.
However, the number of lessons that can be taken outside is limited by the weather and o
the progress pupils make is aso limited.
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When pupils were practising for sports day they listened carefully to ingructions and

enjoyed running as fast as they could. They lined up properly and took turns, encouraging
each other. They could run in a sraight line and understood that they had to return to their
team for another turn. The youngest pupils had little idea of areay race and waited for each
other before starting the next leg of therace. It was very hot on the day they were practising
and pupils wore their t-shirts and shorts. Thereis no shade on the field, none of the pupils
wore hats or sun-cream and there was no water to drink. The school should consider what
to do when the weather is as hot as this.

The school has appropriate equipment for gymnastics. Pupils st it out in the available
gpace. However, around the edges of the room and stacked at each end are the pupils
tables and chairs and equipment for school lunches. The remaining space is smdl, part of
the floor is carpeted and part is wooden boards. Teachers and pupils are both restricted by
the unsatisfactory accommodation. The range of small equipment for games. mats, benches,
low level tables and climbing frame for gymnasticsisgood. There is no gpparatus to
develop higher leved dimbing, hanging and pulling skills and not enough room for pupilsto
chdlenge themsalves to go higher, faster or longer.

The schoal isfully aware of the limitations that the building places on the physical education
curriculum and does the best it can in the circumstances. The co-ordinator is as credtive as
possible with the activities that are planned and pupils are given as full acurriculum asis
possible. The curriculum is enhanced by joining other primary and secondary schools for
some sporting activities.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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The school follows the loca education authority’ s guidelines for religious education.
Evidence gathered during the ingpection shows that standards for pupils aged seven and
eleven are in line with the requirements of the localy agreed syllabus. Thisis Smilar to the
findings at the last ingpection so improvement is satisfactory. Teaching was good in the one
lesson seen. Pupilslearn well and make good progress

Pupils can identify and describe special times of celebration, specid people and sories
associated with them. Theteachers questions are probing so that pupils listen attentively
and joinin the discussons. Relaionships are very good so that pupils are confident in
describing their fedings. Pupils take pride in presenting their work and they enjoy the
variety of approaches the teachers use to encourage them.

Y ounger pupils think about people who can help them and they reflect on belonging. They
understand why things are precious when they describe their fedings for the specid things
they have brought to school. The pupils reflect on feding sad, happy and safe. Displays
show that pupils study other faiths. They understand what isimportant to Hindus and learn
about their art and symbols. On avist to St. James Church in Shardlow, they sketched the
church furniture. They taked to the church warden and consdered what it fdlt liketo bein a
church. To remember their vidt they used the digital camerato take a picture of a stained
glass window.
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Work in the books of the older pupils shows that they have been studying the Old
Testament. They record what they dready know, what they have found out and the
message it conveysto them. Sengtive teaching encourages the pupils to consder rights and
respongibilities. They write about bully’s and victim'sfedings and decide a‘bully is
someone who cares for them self and no one ese’. Teachers make effective links with
literacy and music. The pupils described colour fedings as red for anger, blue for peace and
grey for confuson. They lisened to The Planetsand drew a picture to match the music.
The richness of other faithsis taught through studying religious festival's across the world.
The pupils know that Mudims use patternsin their art and that an eight—pointed star is one
of their motifs. Religious educetion is planned into assemblies to which the pupils respond in
hymn singing, in prayer and through poetry and music.

The subject iswel managed. The co-ordinator ensures that the planning follows the
programme of study in thelocal agreed syllabus. There are good links with the local
churches. Parents are invited to join in the celebration of the mgor fedtivals. Vigtorsfrom
Chrigtian and other faiths are welcomed into the school as part of the religious education
programme.
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