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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Thisinfant and nursery school takes pupilsfrom 3to 7 yearsold, and ismaintained by the
Calderdale Local Education Authority. It occupiesitsoriginal 1857 buildings, which have
been recently improved, and it servesthe Sowerby Bridge area. At thetime of the
inspection there were 114 full-time pupilsin 4 classes, with a further 41 children attending
the nursery part-time. Many pupils start school with standards of attainment below those
usually found. The percentage of pupilsknown to be eligible for free school mealsis
generally in linewith the national average. The percentage of pupilsidentified as having
special educational needsisalso in linewith the national average. Therearevery few
pupilsfrom ethnic minoritiesand only onefor whom English isan additional language.
These proportions are much lower than in most schools.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisisagood school that has made significant improvement since the previous inspection.
All theissuesraised by the previousinspection have been addressed and the school no
longer has any serious weakness. Pupils make good progress acr oss the school and attain
standardsin linewith the national average acrossthe curriculum. Thisprogressresults
from the good quality of the teaching and the pupils very positive attitudes to their work.
The headteacher has created a very positiveethos, and the good quality of the leader ship
and management has ensured the strong trend of improvement. The school gives good
value for money. Itspositive approach istypified by its strong programme of outdoor
activitieswhere children sustain their enjoyment whatever the weather conditions.

What the school doeswdll

It providesa very positive ethos and ensuresthat pupils make good progress
The quality of teaching is good

Pupils behave very well and have very positive attitudesto their work

It makesvery good provision for pupils personal development

The headteacher providesvery caring leader ship and has ensured a strong trend of
improvement

What could be improved

The school needsto continueitswork on curriculum planning to ensure a clear line of
progression in subjects other than mathematics and English

Arrangementsfor pupils of the sameyear group in different classes could bereviewed
to ensure parity of provision

The good use of assessment information in English could be extended to other subjects

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.
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HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school was last inspected in March 2000 when it was judged to have some serious
weaknesses. It hasmade very good progress sincethen and no longer has any serious
weakness. The school hasimproved significantly the quality of its educational provision:
the quality of teaching hasimproved and is now good; the leader ship and management of
the school have also improved and are also now good; pupils attitudes and behaviour are
now very good. The school has addressed all the key issuesraised by the previous
inspection report: the quality of teaching hasimproved, the standards of writing haverisen,
monitoring and evaluation procedur es have been successfully implemented, and thereisan
improved use of timethrough Years1and 2. Theserecent improvementsin provison are
now beginning to have a positive impact on standards of attainment. The school hasa
good capacity to continue thistrend of improvement.

STANDARDS

Thetable showsthe standar ds achieved by pupilsat theend of Year 2 based on average
point scoresin National Curriculum testsin 2001.

compared with
Performancein: al schools smilar Key
schools
1999 2000 2001 2001

reading C C C C well aboveaverage A
above average B

writing D C C C average C
) below average D
mathematics C C C C well below average E

The school’ s scoresin the 2001 national tests maintained a trend of standards broadly in
line with the national average and with similar schoolsin all three aspectstested.

I nspection evidence indicates that standardsin these aspects continueto be broadly in line
thisyear. Thiscontinuesatrend of such standards. Thisrepresents good overall progress
and achievement for these pupils as many children enter the nursery with standar ds of
attainment below those usually found. By the end of the Foundation Stage, standards are
in linewith those usually found in all aspects except in language and literacy and
mathematics wherethey are till below average. Pupils make good progressin the basic
illsof literacy and numeracy. Standards of attainment in other subjectsare broadly in
linewith those usually found except in physical education wherethey are higher.

The quality of learning is good acrossthe school. Pupils, including those who have special
education needs, try hard with their work and make good progress.

Thetargets set by the school in 2001 wer e realistic and the school was successful in
achieving them.
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PUPILS ATTITUDES AND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudestotheschool | Pupilshavevery good attitudes to school and are keen to learn.
They participate with enthusiasm in activities and often apply
themselvesto their taskswith great concentration.

Behaviour, in and out of | Pupils behave very well in classand around the school. They
classrooms listen attentively to the teachersand are respectful of the
school’srules. Thisstemsfrom the school’svery positive
approach to behaviour management.

Per sonal development Relationships are very good across the school. Pupilswork and

and relationships play very well together and have a caring concern for others.
Teachersset avery good examplein theway they relateto
their pupils.

Attendance Therate of attendance is above the national average.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupilsin: Aged 4-5 Aged 5-7 years
Lessons seen overdl Good Good

I nspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ meansthat the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

The quality of teaching is good acr oss the school, and this under pins the good progress
that pupils make. Teachershavevery good reationshipswith their pupilsand have a
positive, caring appr oach; these encour age the pupils very good behaviour and attitudes
to school. In the best lessons, thereisa sense of excitement and a good paceto lear ning
with pupilsinvolved in arange of learning strategies. Thereisgood teaching of the basic
skills of literacy and numeracy, and good support for pupilswith special educational needs.
Teaching assistants give good support to learning acrossthe school. Thereissomevery
good use of assessment information to set targets and focus teaching in English and this
could valuably be extended to other subjects.
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OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect

Comment

The quality and range
of the curriculum

The school offersabroad curriculum with a particular emphasis
on outdoor activitiesfor younger pupils. They sustain their
enjoyment of these activitiesthrough seemingly adver se
weather conditions. The planning of the curriculum could make
clearer thelines of progression acrossthe school. Thiswould
help ensurethat pupilsin the same year group in different
classesreceivea smilar curriculum.

Provison for pupilswith
special educational
needs

The school provides good support for these pupils. Individual
education plans are well written and have some helpful targets.
Thereissome particularly good support for individual pupils
from teaching assistants.

Provison for pupils
personal, including
Spiritual, moral, social
and cultural
development

The school makesvery good provision for pupils personal
development. Thereisvery good provision for social
development, good provision for spiritual and moral
development and satisfactory provision for cultural
development, although the multi-cultural element needs
extending.

How well the school
caresfor its pupils

The school hasa very caring ethos and provides a secure
community where children fed valued asindividualsand are
strongly supported. There has been significant development in
the use of assessment to promote learning in English, but thisis
not yet being used so valuably in other subjects.

The school has a positive relationship with parentsand providesa good range of
information. Parentsare generally supportive of the school and make a positive

contribution to lear ning.

Tuel Lane Infant School - 11




HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect

Comment

L eadership and
manage-ment by the
headteacher and other
key staff

The headteacher setsa very good tone for the school through
his thoughtful and caring approach, and has created a very
positive ethos. With some good support from senior staff, he
has ensur ed that the school has made very good progress since
the previousingpection.

How well the governors
fulfil their
responsbilities

The governorsfulfil their responsbilitieswell. They arevery
supportive of the school and have developed a good overview
of itswork. They have been very successful in over seeing the
improvementsthat have taken place sincethe previous
inspection.

The school’ s evaluation
of its performance

The schoal is now taking many valuable stepsto monitor and
evaluateits performance. A widerange of assessment and
other dataisanalysed to monitor progressand consider
effectiveness. Thisisbuilding up a good picture of the school’s
performance.

The strategic use of
r esour ces

The budget is planned effectively and resour cesused well. The
principles of best value are applied.

Thelevel of teaching and support staff is sufficient for the school’s needs. The school
building islarge and provides a good level of accommodation. The building iswell
maintained and has been successfully extended to provide very good new nursery
accommodation. Theleve of teaching and learning resour cesis generally good acrossthe
school, with the recent development of the computer suite greatly enhancing learning

opportunities.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most

What parents would like to see improved

Children are expected towork hard
The quality of teaching is good
Pupils make good progress

The school is approachable

Children like coming to school

Some parentswould liketo be better
informed about how their child is
getting on

Theingpection agrees with all the favourable comments made by parents. The
arrangements made by the school to keep parents informed about their children’s
progress are generally satisfactory and the school is always willing to make arrangements
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to discussthings with individual parents.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’ s results and pupils achievements

1.

In general terms, many pupilsenter the nursery with standards of attainment below
those expected for children of this age, they make good progr ess acr oss the schooal,
and standards of attainment arein line with national expectations by the timethey
leave at the age of seven. The standards attained represent good achievement for
these pupils. The school setsrealistic targetsfor its pupils, and has been
successful in attaining them. The significant improvement in the quality of
educational provison istoo recent to have impacted fully on educational standards,
but there are already signs of itsimpact, especially in English wherethe new
assessment and tar get setting arrangements ar e allowing teaching to be focused
much moredirectly on different groups.

Children under five

2.

Children make good progressthrough the nursery and reception classes, and by the
timethey moveto Year 1 standards of attainment arein line with those usually
found in the social, physical, creative, and knowledge and under standing aspects of
their development. Standardsin the areas of mathematics and communication
skills, such asreading and writing, are generally still below expectations.

Key Stage 1

3.

The school’s scoresin the 2001 national testsfor seven year oldsin reading,
writing and mathematics werein line with the national average, and dightly above
the average of smilar schools. Thiscontinued a three-year trend of dightly rising
standards. A good proportion of pupils attained the higher level (Level 3) in both
reading and mathematics, and thisrepresents particularly good progressfor these
pupils.

I ngpection evidence showsthat standardsthisyear continueto bein linewith the
national averagein all three aspects. Standards are also averagein science.
Standardsin other subjectsare generally in linewith those usually found, except in
physical education wher e standards are higher than those usually found.

I nsufficient lessons wer e seen in geography, music or design and technology for an
overall judgement to be made.

Progress of different groups

5.

The school provides some good support for pupilswith special educational needs
and they make good progress. Pupils make good progress acr oss the attainment
range. No extra support isrequired for any pupil for whom English isan additional
language. The progressof boysand girlsisin linewith the national trends.

Pupils attitudes, values and persond devel opment

6.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development area strength of the school.
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Pupils attitudes to school, which were praised by the previous inspection team,
have improved sill further and are now very good. The pupilsare proud of their
school and happy to cometoit. They enjoy their work and each other’s company.
They get on well with their teachersand other adultswho look after them. They
invariably greet vistorswith afriendly smile and a confident but polite offer of
help.

Pupils behaviour during lessons and their attitudesto learning are, with few
exceptions, very good. In the overwhelming majority of lessons, pupilstry hard to
complete thework they are set on their own and with each other. For example, in
thefirst sessions of the literacy lessons, featuring a story, all the pupilslisten well,
show real concentration over along period of time and eagerly participatein all
aspects of thelesson. Pupilstakea pridein having their work on display, both in
the classroom and around the school. Pupilswith special educational needs share
the positive attitudes that pervade the school. They show enthusiasm for their
work and concentrate hard in lessons, helped by work that matchestheir needs
well.

Lunch timesare orderly and the pupils happily st down to eat and talk to each
other. Play timesare an exciting mixture of running, jumping, skipping and ball
games with ample space for those who wish simply to chat and enjoy some peace
and quiet. The standard of behaviour at thesetimesisvery good. Pupils know
exactly what is expected of them and support the school’ s approach to discipline.
They look after and encour age each other. No bullying was seen during the course
of theingpection. Parents confirmed that instances of bullying are infrequent and
that any bullying which does occur isdealt with promptly and fairly.

Pupilsrespond very postively to responsbility. They work well in very small
groups during lessons, especially with their talk partnersand stay on task when not
directly supervised by theteacher. They help to set out and tidy away the very
good selection of equipment for the daily outdoor sessions and as classroom
helpersor carer for the day, shareresponsbility in classroom routineslike
returning theregister, tidying away books and equipment

HOW WELL ARE PUPILS OR STUDENTS TAUGHT?

10.

11.

The quality of teaching is good acrossthe school. Thisisa significant improvement
since the previousingpection. Of the lessons seen during the inspection,
approximately ten per cent were very good, 60 per cent good and 30 per cent
satisfactory. One lesson was excellent, and none of the teaching was
unsatisfactory. The good teaching under pinsthe good progressthat pupils make.

Teaching of children at the Foundation Stage (the nursery and reception classes) is
good overall and ensuresthat children make a good start to their schooling.
Children areinvolved in a good range of activitiesthat stimulate their interest and
extend their understanding. They are given good scope for independencein their
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

learning and involved in a good range of interesting and stimulating activities.
Thereisparticularly good provision of outdoor activitiesin which children engage
with an enjoyment that they sustain through some seemingly adver se weather
conditions. The programme contributesto children’s above average sandardsin
physical education. Teachersarediligent in recording children’s progress and
ensuring that they engage in the full range of activities.

Teachingisalso good acrossKey Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2) and enables pupilsto
continuetheir good progress. Teaching is particularly good in English whererecent
improvements in assessment procedures and the setting of tar gets has enabled
teaching to be well focused on the needs of different groups. Teachingisalso good
in mathematics, information technology, history, art, physical education and
religious education. Teachingis satisfactory in science, and too few lessonswere
seen in design and technology, geogr aphy or music for a judgement to be made.

Acrossthe school, thereis good teaching of the basic skills of numeracy and
literacy and pupils make good progress.

Teachersacross the school have very good reationships with pupils and these
underpin the pupils very good behaviour and attitudesto school which, in turn, help
their progress. Thereisavery caring approach that builds pupils self-esteem and
their confidence and makesthem more able to tackle new work successfully.
Teachersmanagetheir pupilsvery well, and the positive appr oach to behaviour
management is particularly successful. The approach isto praise examples of good
behaviour and this successfully encour ages other pupilsto comply; for example, a
teacher praised two reception class children for dtting up with their ‘number fans
neatly folded. On hearing the praise, therest of the classfolded theirs aswell.

In the best lessons, thereisa high degree of challenge, a good pace to learning and
sense of excitement; for example, in an excellent Year 2 English lesson, the teacher
managed to engender a great sense of excitement along with her high level of
challenge that involved all pupilsin exploring the meaning of words through
suggesting synonyms and antonyms to such words as “ shapeless’. A Year 2
mathematics lesson looking at different ways of making the number 35 induced
tremendous excitement in the pupils asthey strove, collectively, to beat their
previousrecord for variations. The challenge was also high as some pupils attained
the higher level expected for pupilsof thisage (Level 3) by generalising patterns
and solving problems. These lessons often engage pupilsin arange of learning
activitiesthat maximise their progress; for example, asingle Year 1/2 mathematics
lesson used a wide range of learning strategies that involved the use of class-
discussion, responsesto teacher’s questions on individual whiteboards, paired
discussion, individual work from prepared cards, working with the teacher, and a
whole-classevaluation. Thisbrought variety and interest, and allowed the learning
to proceed at a good pace.

The choice given to children within the good range of activitiesin the nursery and
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17.

18.

19.

20.

reception classes also helps develop their independencein learning. What makes
this so successful isthe fact that nursery and reception classteacherswork very
hard to prepare such awide range of activities, each of which will interest the
children and promote learning. Aswell aslearning from the activitiesthemselves,
the children also learn independence and develop self-confidence. The outdoor
education sessions of an hour a day for reception children and almost continuousy
for nursery children are good examples of thisin action. Many parentsremarked
on theway in which their children developed well through these activities.

Two of the classes have mixed age ranges (reception and Year 1, and Years 1 and
2) and teacherswork hard to ensurethat pupils engage in the learning that is
appropriateto their age. For example, a routine allows reception children to be
supervised by ateaching assistant for part of alesson whilst the teacher
concentrateson Year 1 pupils. Groupsareformed and different work set
appropriateto age. All of thisrequireshard work from teachers, and is generally
successful in meeting pupils needsin English and mathematics. In other subjects,
the planning of the curriculum does not always make clear and explicit the
expectationsfor each year group and so it isnot so easy for teachersto ensurethat
work isconsistently appropriate. The school arrangesfor reception children to be
taught together for outdoor activities, but makes no arrangement for Year 1 or 2
pupilsto be put together for lessons such asliteracy or numeracy.

Thereis somevery good recent use of assessment in English to target teaching
mor e specifically to the needs of different groups. Thisispromoting some
particularly good progress and helps ensurethat work isappropriatefor all year
groups. Theschool intendsto extend this practiceto other subjectswherework is
not so well focused at the moment. Thiswould be a very valuable development that
would allow teaching to be mor e specific, pupils progressto betracked and the
monitoring of subjectsto be more focused.

Thereisgood teaching of pupilswith special educational needs. Individual
education plans arewel written and contain some very helpful targets. Thereis
good liaison with, and support from, outside agencies such as educational
psychologists and speech therapists. Thereisgood support from teaching
assistants and some particularly good support for some pupilswith statements of
special educational need. The good level of the support promotes the pupils good
progr ess.

Teaching assstants and non-teaching staff make a valuable contribution to learning
acrossthe school, and also contribute significantly to the caring ethos wher e pupils
are so well supported and valued asindividuals. Thiscontribution involves mid-day
supervisory staff (many of whom ar e also teaching assistants), cooks, the car etaker
who does such athorough job, and the school secretary who providessuch a
welcoming first point of contact for pupilsand parents.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED TO
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PUPILS?

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

The school provides a broad and balance curriculum and all statutory requirements
aremet. All children have accessto the whole curriculum, and they arefully
included in every aspect of the day-to-day life of the school. Sincethe previous
inspection, there has been good improvement in the curriculum, good progress has
been made in tackling theissuesraised: the school day has been reor ganised;
teachersare fully aware of the time requirements of the National Numeracy and
Literacy Strategies; the use of timeis now managed effectively throughout the
school.

The curriculum offered to the pupilsisinteresting and exciting. The quality and
range of lear ning opportunitiesis good at the Foundation Stage, and satisfactory in
other years. Thereisa strong emphasison the well-planned outdoor activitiesfor
the Foundation Stage, which children enjoy through sometimes seemingly adver se
weather conditions. Provison for children in the sameyear group in different
classesisnot consistent, and they do not always have the same opportunities,
particularly in the provision of outdoor activitiesfor reception aged children.

Schemes of work have been updated using recent national guidancein order to
meet the needs of the new National Curriculum. Thishas greatly enhanced the
cover age of the required programmes of study and the coherence of the planning.
In subjects other than English and mathematics the planning does not always make
clear thelines of progression acrossthe school or the levelsto be expected from
different year groups.

The effectiveness of the strategies for teaching the National Literacy and
Numeracy Strategies are good and this has helped to address the weaknesses in
teaching writing. Theteachersusethe national framework effectively, and good
teaching meansthat standardsarerising. Thereisnot enough time to concentrate
on writing and give the sametimeto reading. Teachers planning takes good
account of the needs of all pupilsin different ability and age groups and this helps
them to make good progress.

Provision for extra-curricular activitiesin thissmall school isgood. Thereisa
computer club at lunchtime and after school and a variety of opportunitiesto learn
to play musical instruments. During the summer monthsthe pupils play cricket and
learn thelocal folk dances.

Thisisafully inclusive school, which makes good provision for itspupils. Thewide
range of activities provided avoidsracial or gender stereotyping. Teaching and
non-teaching staff provide very positive role models and both boys and girls,
including those pupils with special educational needs, are encouraged to be fully
involved in awiderange of activities. The school hasa very good ethos, which
underpins pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development. It successfully
promotes a har monious community, wher e everyone wor ks together with respect

Tuel Lane Infant School - 18



27.

28.

29.

and under ganding.

The provision for personal, social and health education isgood. The school

encour ages the development of positive attitudes and the growth of self-esteem
through itsvery good planned programme, which istaught well. Pupils personal
development is promoted effectively through ‘ Circle Time wher e pupils discuss
issues of personal importance, the collective acts of wor ship, visiting speaker s and
groups, including the preparation and looking after the environment. Pupilsriseto
the high expectationsin these activities. Pupils show respect for adultsand one
another.

The school has good links with the community, including the local parish church and
Methodist churches. The school receives good support from social services by
providing a gardener to look after the immediate environment of the school.
Parents, grandpar ents and local companies have helped to provide a soft
playground areafor the children to play on. The school has also been involved with
theinformation technology project run by thelocal super market.

Thereare good linkswith the other schoolsin thearea. Liaison for Year 2 pupilsis
good and ensuresthat transfer at the end of the year issupportiveto the pupils,
their familiesand to thereceiving school. Theliaison for special educational needs
pupilsisalso good. Good linkswith the local high school have enabled their
information and communication technology suite to be used for teachers in-service
training.

Provison for pupils persond development

30.

31.

32.

The school makes very good provision for pupils personal development through its
very good relationships, strong and valuing ethos and though its programme of
‘Circle Time where pupilsdiscussissues of personal importance. The
independence given to children from the earliest age in the nursery helpsthem to
develop the kills of working together and taking responsibility. Thisisenhanced
by the allocation of specific jobsto older pupilssuch asdistributing resour ces or
collecting theregister. Thisisall part of the very good provision for pupils social
development.

Thereisgood provison for spiritual development through arange of activitiesthat
awake pupils excitement and sense of wonder. These range from treasuring small
creaturesto a sense of excitement at everyday objects; for example, Year 1 and 2
pupils wer e excited at atoy spider that moved when they clapped. The very good
relationshipsthat prevail, together with the explicit programme of personal
development develop the sense of ‘ specialness about other people. Thiswaswell
underlined by an assembly on the topic.

Thereisgood provison for moral development in which pupils aretaught to
understand therules of the school rather than just obey them. Thisisdone partly
through the programme of ‘Circle Time wherethereasonsfor rulesand the
consequences of actions ar e discussed, and through the respect that pupils have for
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33.

others. Teachersarevery good role-models herein therespect they show for ther
pupils. The sense of right and wrong and how one should behave was well
illustrated in the reception class when one child tried to use a sand tray that had
been allocated to another child. “No, thisismine.” shetold him, “You will haveto
choose something elseto do.” He saw the force of thisargument and went off to
usethetrain track without argument or protest.

Thereisappropriate provison for cultural development through arts and music and
though some familiarity with local traditions and history. Pupilsareintroduced to
other faithsin thereligious education programme, but themulti-cultural aspect is
not so well developed in other areas.

HOW WELL DOES THE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

34.

35.

36.

37.

The school hasa very caring ethos and provides a secure community where
children fedl valued asindividuals and are strongly supported. There are effective
proceduresfor child protection and ensuring pupils welfare. The headteacher
recelvesregular updating training and the staff are aware of current practices. The
school knows the pupils well and responds quickly to their needs. Thereare
several member s of staff qualified in first aid and training is offered to other
schools. Thereiscareful monitoring of all the pupils personal development. There
isgood support from outside agencies such asthe school nurse, speech ther apist
and educational psychologist.

Proceduresfor monitoring and improving attendance continue to be effective, and
the educational welfar e service assists those families who need additional support.
Proceduresfor monitoring and promoting behaviour are now good. The new draft
behaviour policy iscomprehensive and clear. Sanctionsand rewards are explained
and behaviour ismonitored and recorded. The proceduresfor eiminating bullying
and other oppressive behaviour are good. Any reported incidents are dealt with
immediately and in linewith well established procedures.

Therearegood, formal proceduresfor monitoring the personal, social and
emotional development of children in the Foundation Stage. Thereareno formal
systemsfor monitoring pupils personal development in Years1 and 2, but
teachers and support staff know their pupilsvery well. Pupilsare praised for their
good work, effort, behaviour and personal achievements. They arerewarded with
certificatesin assembly, their name goesinto the school ‘Book for Achievement’,
and they are awar ded a special badge that they can wear for a week.

The school isworking on a policy for assessment, recording and reporting as well
asa marking policy. Sincethe previousinspection, the school hasreviewed and
developed its assessment procedures and changes have been made. Theearly
nur sery assessment has been modified to include number. There has been
significant development in the use of assessment and tar get setting to promote
learning in English but these are not yet being used so valuably in other subjects.
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38.

39.

Themonitoring of pupils academic performance outside the cor e subjectsis mainly
informal and thereisinsufficient information to ensurethat all pupilsreceive
suitably challenging work that buildson prior attainment. Thisiseven more
important dueto the mixed age classes.

Assessment and individual target setting have been introduced in English. These
are allowing teaching to be focused more precisely on the needs of different groups
of pupils, and are helping pupilsto under stand what they have to achieve.
Assessment in mathematics and scienceislargely informal and less structured and
so does not have the sameimpact on teaching and learning asin English. There
are end of unit assessmentsfor geography and history but these do not form part of
an overall strategy. Thereare beginnings of a system in information and
communication technology, but asyet thereisvery littlefor art and design, design
and technology, physical education and religious education. Markingisusually
positive and is often used to encourage greater effort

The provison for pupilswith special educational needsis good, their work is
regularly marked, with correctionsidentified and monitored. Pupils individual
education plans set clear targets.

Resultsfrom the national tests and other assessment infor mation are thoroughly
analysed and car efully recorded to give an on-going record of how each pupil is
progressing. Test resultsare monitored by gender so the school isawarethat there
are no significant differences.

HOW WELL DOES THE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

41.

42.

The school has a positive relationship with parentsand providesa good range of
information. Parentsare generally supportive of the school and make a positive
contribution to lear ning.

Parents are very appreciative of the school’s supportive ethos and the standard of
careit provides. They are particularly pleased at theimprovementswhich have
taken place over thelast two years. They approve of the building work, and praise
the increased morale amongst the staff. They report that their children likeschool,
are expected to work hard and that they make good progress. Parents appreciate
the continued “open door” policy and are generally confident that any problems
which arise during the school day will be brought to their attention.

Some parentswould like to be better informed about how their child is getting on,
but the arrangements made by the school arewell in linewith those usually found,
and the great majority of parents are satisfied with them. There are two parents
meetings a year and the school is happy to provide further information on
curriculum or progressany time. Written reportsvary in quality but continueto
provide at least satisfactory information.

Literacy and numeracy meetingstogether with the presentation of the Governors
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Annual Report to parentswere not well supported, but parents meetings are well
attended. Parentsreceive good quality information from the school prospectuswith
half-termly newdetters, and each class has an information board. Some parents
areinvolved with thework of the school either helping in the classroomsor on
educational vists. There are home/school booksto record reading which are
generally used well by parents.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

45.

Theoverall quality of the leader ship and management is good and hasimproved
significantly since the previousinspection. The good quality of the leader ship has
brought about the recent significant improvementsin educational provision.

The headteacher and senior staff

46.

47.

The headteacher setsa very good tonefor the school through histhoughtful and
caring approach and has created a very positive ethos. With some good support
from senior staff, he has ensured that the school has made very good progress
sincethe previousinspection. He has a good overview of the performance of the
school and a clear vision for itsdevelopment. Hetakes an active part in teaching,
particularly in information technology and the outdoor education programme. He
has been particularly successful in bidding for extra funding which has greatly
enhanced educational opportunities.

Senior gaff are making a significant contribution, particularly in the area of
curriculum planning. The management of subjects hasimproved significantly since
the previousinspection and is at least satisfactory in all subjectsand isgood in
physical education, religious education and the Foundation Stage. The leader ship
of English and information technology have been particularly successful and have
introduced the new developmentsin assessment and targeting in English that are
impacting so positively on attainment, and the extensive use of information
technology acrossthe curriculum.

The governors

48.

The governorsfulfil their responsibilitieswell. They are very supportive of the
school and are committed to seeing it succeed. They have been very successful in
over seeing and promoting the significant improvementsthat have taken place snce
the previousinspection. They are kept well informed about the school’s
performance by the headteacher and have developed a good overview of itswork.

Monitoring, evaluation and targets

49,

The school is now taking many valuable stepsto monitor and evaluateits
performance. A widerange of assessment and other data is analysed to monitor
progress and to consider effectiveness. Thisisallowing the school to build up a
good picture of its performance. The targets of the school’s development plan have
been largely dictated by the previousinspection report and the school hastaken
some very effective action to attain these targets and has been very successful in

Tuel Lane Infant School - 22



doing so. Thetargets set for pupils have been realistic, and the school has been
successful in achieving them.

The budget and best value

50.

5l

The school’ s budget is planned effectively and good use is made of specific grants.
The school has been particularly successful in bidding for additional grantssuch as
the funding of the computer suite and the development of software. Thisvaluable
development has greatly enhanced the lear ning opportunities for the school’s own
pupils, but also enabled it to contribute to the work of other schools. The school’s
finances are well managed by the headteacher and school secretary, and the
systems of financial control are sound.

The school’ sbasic income per pupil isgenerally in linewith the national average for
nursery and infant schools. Pupils make good progress acr oss the school and there
have been significant recent improvement. Theschool, therefor e offers good value
for money.

Staffing, accommodation and learning resources

52.

Thelevel of teaching and support staff is sufficient for the school’s needs. The
school building islarge and provides a good level of accommodation. The building
iswell maintained and hasrecently been redecorated throughout, giving a good
quality of accommodation. The building has been successfully extended to provide
very good new nursery accommodation which in turn has allowed the development
of the computer suite. Thelevel of teaching and learning resour cesis generally
good acr oss the school, with the recent development of the computer suite greatly
enhancing lear ning opportunities.
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WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?
53. In order to build on itstrend of improvements, the school needsto:

Q) Extend its good work on curriculum planning to subjects other than English
and mathematics so that:
lines of progression in concepts and skillsare clarified across the school
standar ds expected from each year group are made explicit
(see paragraph 22)

2 Review arrangementsfor pupils of the sameyear group in different classes
to ensure parity of provision
(see paragraph 17)

3 Extend to other subjectsthe good use of assessmert information in English
(see paragraph 18)
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed 34
Number of discussonswith staff, governors, other adults and pupils 15
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
Number 1 4 19 10 0 0 0
Per centag 3 11 54 29 0 0 0
e

The table gives the number and percentage of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching. Care should be taken when interpreting these percentages as each lesson represents more than two percentage points.

Information about the school’ s pupils

Pupils on the school’ s roll Nursery [ R-Y2
Number of pupilson the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) 21 114
Number of full-time pupils known to be eligible for free school meals N/A 17
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Specid educational needs Nursery [ R—-Y2
Number of pupilswith statements of special educational needs 1 2
Number of pupils on the school’ s special educational needs register 4 16
English as an additiona language No of
pupils
Number of pupilswith English as an additional language 1
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupilswho joined the school other than at the usual time of first 6
admission
Pupilswho left the school other than at the usual time of leaving 8
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Attendance

Authorised absence

%
School data 4.5
National compar ative data 5.6

Unauthorised absence

%
School data 0.3
National compar ative data 0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2)

Year | Boys | Girls | Total
Number of registered pupilsin final year of Key Stage 1 for the | 2001 18 16 34
latest reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Boys 15 15 16
Number s of pupils at Girls 12 15 14
NC level 2 and above
Total 27 30 30
Per centage of pupils School 79 (98) 88 (88) 88 (90)
at NC level 2 or above National 84 (83) 86 (84) 91 (90)
Teachers' Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 15 14 16
Number s of pupils at Girls 13 13 14
NC level 2 and above
Total 28 27 30
Per centage of pupils School 82 (93) 79 (90) 88 (93)
at NC level 2 or above National 85 (84) 89 (88) 89 (88)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin the last school year

No of Fixed | Permane
pupils period nt
Black — Caribbean heritage 0 Black — Caribbean 0 0
heritage
Black — African heritage 0 Black — African 0 0
heritage
Black — other 1 Black — other 0 0
Indian 0 Indian 0 0
Pakistani 0 Pakistani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 0 Chinese 0 0
White 71 White 1 0
Any other minority ethnic 0 Other minority ethnic 0 0
group groups

This table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only.

Teachers and classes

This table gives the number of exclusions of pupils of

compulsory school age, which may be different from the number

of pupils excluded.

Financial information

Qualified teachers and classes: R—-Y2

Total number of qualified
teachers (FTE)

Number of pupils per qualified
teacher

Aver age class size

Education support staff: R—Y2

Total number of education
support staff

Total aggregate hoursworked
per week

5 Financial year 2000/200
1
23.0
28.75 £
Total income 348,632
9 Total expenditure 323,434
112.5 Expenditure per pupil 2469
Balance brought forward from 5883
previous year
Balance carried forward to next 31,081

year
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Qualified teachers and support staff: nursery

Total number of qualified 1
teachers (FTE)

Number of pupils per qualified 21.0
teacher

Total number of education 2

support staff

Total aggregate hoursworked 40
per week

Number of pupilsper FTE 10.5
adult

FTE means full-time equivalent.

Recruitment of teachers

Number of teacherswho left the school during the last two years

Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years

Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE)

Number of vacanciesfilled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more
(FTE)

Number of unfilled vacancies or vacanciesfilled by teachers on temporary contract
of lessthan oneterm (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturn rate

Percentage of responses in each category

My child likes school.
My child ismaking good progressin schoal.

Behaviour in the school isgood.

My child getstheright amount of work to do at home.

Theteaching isgoad.

| am kept well infor med about how my child isgetting
on.

I would fed comfortable about approaching the school
with questionsor a problem.

The school expects my child towork hard and achieve
hisor her best.

The school works closely with parents.

Theschool iswell led and managed.

The school is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

Number of questionnaires sent out 135
Number of questionnairesreturned 20
Strongly | Tendto Tendto | Strongly Don't
agree agree disagree | disagree know
12 7 0 0 1
11 9 0 0 0
8 9 1 0 2
5 12 1 1 1
11 9 0 0 0
7 8 5 0 0
10 9 1 0 0
13 5 1 0 1
4 13 2 0 1
7 9 1 0 3
9 10 0 0 1
2 6 2 3 7

The school providesan inter esting range of activities
outside lessons.
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PART D: THE STANDARDS AND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREAS OF THE

CURRICULUM, SUBJECTS AND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

54,

55.

56.

57.

Provision for children at the Foundation Stageisgood. Children make good
progress through the nursery and reception classes, and by the time they enter
Year 1 sandardsarein linewith those usually found in the four Early Learning
Goals of: personal development, physical development, creative development, and
knowledge and under standing of theworld. Standards of attainment are still below
those usually found in thetwo Early L earning Goals of communication, language
and literacy and mathematical development, however, a significant number of
children arewdl on their way to attaining these goals by the end of their reception
year. Thisrepresentsgood achievement for these children, asmany enter the
nursery with sandards of attainment below those usually found. Children with
special educational needs arewell provided for and take part in all aspects of the
curriculum. Thecurriculum for all children isexciting, and includes a strong
programme of outdoor activities where children sustain their enjoyment whatever
the weather conditions.

The nursery unit provides education for forty-two children on a part-time basis,
either in the morning or afternoon sesson. Thereception children aredivided into
onefull classwith the older children in a split reception/Year 1 class. Theprovision
for children in the two classes differs, particularly in terms of outdoor opportunities.

Good provison ismadefor children when they start school. Home visitstake place
and good opportunitiesare provided for children and their parentsto vist the
nursery beforethey start school. In September, the children areintroduced in
small groupsfor half aday, and all children arein school by the end of thefirst half-
term. During the autumn term teacher sinformally assessthe children in personal
and physical development, aswell asin number and language. Sincethe previous
inspection, thereisamore formal assessment in place linked effectively to the
stepsin the Early Learning Goals.

The accommodation for the Foundation Stage, and in particular thenew nursery, is
good. Roomsare colourful and bright and divided into areaswher e the children can
learn quickly. Theoutdoor area available for the nursery and the playground for
the reception classisgood. Resourcesin the Foundation Stage are good for all
areas of learning.

Personal, social and emotional development

58.

Children’s personal, social and emotional development in the nursery and reception
classesisgiven high priority and children make very good progress. Many
children enter the school with immature skillsin thisarea, and by thetime they
leave the reception classes most are achieving the Early L earning Goals because
of the good teaching they receive. Thisshowsvery good achievement and reflects
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59.

the skilful teaching in which children are constantly encouraged to feel confident
about what they can achieve. Theteachers reationship with the children and care
of them isvery good.

Children quickly learn theteachers structured routines, and gain quickly in
confidence. Children quickly learn to work and have respect for each other.
‘Circle Time in thereception classes builds on thisgood work. Children
concentrate and perseverewith their learning and seek help when required. All
staff have very high expectations of children’s behaviour, and most respond well,
lear ning to know what isright and wrong quickly and why they should behavein
particular ways.

Communication, language and literacy

60.

61.

62.

On entry to the nursery, many children’s communication, language and literacy
skills are below those usually found. The quality of teaching and learning in some
aspects of thisareaisgood. Thishelpsthe children to make good progressand
although many do not achieve the Early L earning Goals by the end of the
Foundation Stage, a significant number are close to achieving them by then.
Teachersand support staff plan their main activities well taking into account the
needs of the pupils, particularly those with special educational needs. Thisis
having a positive impact on learning. Good opportunitiesare taken toincrease all
children’sknowledge and use of a wider vocabulary in every area of development
in both years.

Good clear notices, labels, instructions and poemsrelated to thethemesin their
classrooms and out on the playground help children to recognise and appr eciate the
need for reading and writing. Taking a bear hometo shareis particularly effective
in developing the need to write ‘bear’sdiary’ at homewith their family, and gives
an excellent start to the day in developing good listening and speaking skills. This
isvery exciting for children, and isreinforced with a smaller bear in the classroom,
which can also be used by them. Good use is made of name cardsin the nursery to
help children initially recognise their name, and then writeit correctly and
independently in thereception classes. In the nursery, there are good examples of
children’sinitial attemptsto write, and these effortsare built on in a clear
systematic way in the reception classes.

Children have been introduced to, and are beginning to recall, the stories of a few
books. Children learn about the cover, title and how to read and handlea book. In
the nursery, they take a book hometo read to the bear when it istheir turn to look
after him. Asaresult, children learn to enjoy books and to handle them well. They
learn how to predict what might happen next asthey read, ‘I looked through my
window and what did | see? In their attemptsat writing and preparing a book,
children learn to predict what would happer; for example, ‘If | were a nasty
dragon,’” or adolphin or other animal of their choice. Thereisalibrary and book
corner in both classroomswith a good selection of books. Children in the reception
classes are encouraged to write about their favourite book and paint pictures of
their favourite characters; for instance, Kipper, Biff and Spot.
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63.

Speaking and listening skills are developed in all aspects of work. Children in the
nursery learn tolisten very well indeed. These children arelearning a wide variety
of nursery rhymes such as‘Pally put the kettleon’, and ‘1I’'m a little teapot’.
Children in the reception classes are ableto find the soundsin their namesand say
initial and final soundsin words and are beginning to link soundsto letters. Inthe
listening areas children get many opportunitiesto listen to the tapes.

Mathematical development

64.

65.

66.

67.

When children enter the nursery class, many have standar ds of attainment in
mathematicsthat are below those usually found. Provision for the development and
awar eness of mathematical language and teaching is good, and helps children learn
and make good progress. By the end of the Foundation Stage, a few children are
on cour seto achieve the Early L earning Goalsin mathematics, but a majority will
still be working to achieve these.

Most children in the nursery can count rhythmically to ten, but few havea firm
concept of the value of numbers. Some children are beginning to recognise some of
the basic numerals, sort and match objects and have some knowledge of a few basic
shapes and colours. Thisknowledgeisbuilt on and extended in the reception
classes. Children have good opportunitiesto be involved with number games, which
helps them to count correctly, and recognise the numbersthey throw on the dice.
Planned outdoor activities encourage counting effectively; for example, ‘How many
penguins are diding down theice?

Children soon learn to recognise a circle, square, triangle and rectangle and thisis
supported effectively by the shapetable in the mathematics areas where the
children can play and choose shapes, and decide for themselves which onesthey
aregoingto use. They are beginning to under stand the differ ence between big and
little. In the reception classes, children use smple mathematical language when
positioning the animalsin front of, below, at the side of, and are able to recognise
and recreate smple patterns. Asyet, they are unableto solve practical problems
under stand the concept of addition and subtraction, or talk about two-dimensional
shapes and their propertieswith under standing.

Displays encour age under standing of number and reflect thework in thisarea.
Activities provide experiencesfor learning during free time from sequencing
numbers, counting on number charts, counting penguins, first number books,
number jigsaws, boxes of shapes.

Knowledge and understanding of the world

68.

Provision and teaching in thisarea are very good and promote the very good
progress made by the children. By the end of the Foundation Stage, many children
achievethe Early Learning Goals although a majority enter school with very little
general knowledge. Teachersbuild well on their natural curiosity and help them to
under stand theworld in which they live very well indeed. The daily recording and
singing of the days of the week, the months of the year and the weather helpsto
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69.

70.

71.

reinfor ce the differences on a daily basis. Displays and well-planned group
activities help children develop an under standing of their local environment and
other areas such as Antarctica. Therewere good opportunitiesduring structured
outside play for children to usetheir understanding of where penguinsliveto create
afrieze of an icy landscape and see what happened when they put the penguinson a
rather large block of ice.

Scientific concepts are well developed through the very good opportunitiesin both
the nursery and reception classesto explore and investigate. Children enjoy
experimenting with objectsto seeif they float or sink, and are beginning to

under stand pushing and pulling as they experiment with toysto see how they move.
For example, in the nursery, children investigated what happens when water was
added to soap flakes and how it changed colour when a substance was added. They
had great fun handling cornflour and seeing what happened to it when water was
added. They werefascinated when they touched it and closed and opened their
hands. The children in thereception classes had the opportunity to see what
happensto cream when it iswhisked and then when icing sugar was added. They
developed an under standing of change through finding out what happened when this
isplaced in the freezer, and enjoyed tasting the vanilla when they ateit later that
day.

Children are given good opportunitiesto develop their skillsin information and
communication technology. In all classes, children use a cassette player
independently to listen to storiesand rhymes. They gain knowledge of the
computer and confidently control the mouseto create patterns on the screen and
identify the charactersin the nursery rhymes. Skillsare extended in the reception
classes, and they confidently use the mouse to drag and drop and scroll down to
identify either the wholeword or theinitial letter of wordsto support thework in
literacy.

Children have developed an under standing about other cultures and beliefs through
listening to stories, celebrating festivals such asDiwali.

Physical development

72.

73.

74.

Teaching isgood, and children of all abilitiesmake very good progress. Before
entering the nursery many children have had little opportunity to develop their
physical skills. By thetimethey moveinto Year 1 most pupils attain the Early
Learning Goalsin thisarea and many attain beyond this.

The largewell-maintained, secure outside play areas are a good feature, and help
children to be awar e of themselves asindividuals. Nursery children can ridethe
very good selection of wheeled vehicleswell trying to follow each other around the
areason their playground. They are beginning to show awar eness of space and
play safely avoiding crashes.

Physical education lessonsin thereception classesare good. All the children can
dressthemselves, carefully putting their clothesin a pile on their chair or table.
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75.

Children learn to jump and land correctly, concentrate well and improve their
performance through evaluating theirsand otherswork. They arewdl ableto run,
hop, skip and jump and have a good under standing of space. They areabletoroll a
ball up their arm along their shouldersand down the other arm and dribble using the
insde of their foot very well. Thisishelped by theteacher providing a suitably
sized ball for each child to gain confidence and develop their performance. Children
become awar e of their bodies and the need to have a healthy heart. Childrenin the
mixed reception and Year 1 classdo not receive the same opportunities for outdoor
play asthosein thereception class.

Dexterity isdeveloped through the handling of objects such asthreading, working
in sand and water, rolling and cutting. The children in the nursery learn to work
thingsout for themselves asthey piece together jigsaws from the good selection
provided. They have the opportunity to use a hammer and nailsto create their own
objects. Good progressis made asthe children move through the reception class
and develop skillsthey need to play and work with construction kits. The many
activities provided, increase confidence and develop the children’s use of paint
brushes, pencils, crayons, scissors, wax crayons, chalks, pastels, paste spreaders
and collage materials.

Creative development

76.

77.

78.

Thisarea of learning iswell taught and the majority of children achievethe Early
L earning Goals by the end of the Foundation Stage. Many children enter school
with limited skillsand some of the pictures of themselves show their immaturity
when using paint. Staff provide children with arich environment for creative
development and the attractive displaysin the entranceto the nursery, and in the
classroomsreflect the broader range of their work showing how far children have
progressed since starting school. Displays on thewall in reception classesand in
the corridors show how children have experimented with colour and used a variety
of materialsto make models. These show respect for their effortsand helpsto
simulate further learning.

All the children enjoy singing nursery rhymes and a range of other songsjoiningin
enthusiastically and responding to actions. Particularly good isthe skilful way the
children areintroduced to singing in thereception classes. During theinspection, a
visiting teacher helped the children to build up their confidence to find their singing
voice and experience other voices, for example, quick, whispering, buzzing, loud,
quiet and talking voice. Thiswasdonein afun way using puppets and helped them
to recognise a steady beat, repeated rhythm and an awar eness of sounds. The
children expressed their sadness when the lesson ended and look forward eagerly
to their next lesson.

Staff create good role-play opportunitiesfor children in and outside the classrooms.
In the nursery, the children acted out therole of paintersand decorators asthey cut
stripsand pasted them up, and painted the wallpaper choosing the design
themselves. In thereception areathey link their role-play to their under standing of
the character, Fireman Sam, and to the text from the book, Firefighters. This
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79.

helpsthe children to develop their speaking and listening skills aswell as use their
imagination asfirefighters. The opportunitiesfor the children based on the books
A Dark, Dark Night,and Can’t You Sleep Little Bear, were developed particularly
well. These gave an opportunity to use lanterns and image beamer sto project into
the dark and develop a whole range of language, aswell as over coming a fear of
thedark.

Children have many opportunitiesto create their own cards and make models from
junk materials. Thisthey do very well, and this particular activity shows some
pupilsworking beyond the Early Learning Goals. Children can explain what they
have created and why they have made a particular object.

ENGLISH

80.

81.

82.

Pupils make good progress across the school and by theend of Key Stage 1,
standar ds of attainment arein linewith national average. Thisisa significant
improvement since the previousingpection, particularly in writing where below
aver age standar ds wer e consider ed to be a serious weakness. The good progress
results from the good quality of the teaching and the pupils good attitudesto the
subject. Recent improvementsin the use of assessment and target setting are
already having a further positive impact on standards.

At thetime of the previousingpection, the school was finding difficulty in
implementing the National Literacy Strategy in a satisfactory way because lessons
wer e too long and the activities wer e not sufficiently structured to ensureintended
learning targetsweremet. Thishasbeen addressed very well indeed with the help
of the new co-ordinator and the local education authority’sliteracy consultant. The
National Literacy Strategy is now successfully in place throughout the school. The
very good focus on teaching basic kills, and the emphasis on writing, guided
reading and shared text work is contributing very effectively to the continuing
improvement in writing in avariety of forms. The strategy has helped the school
considerably to improve the standar ds of the pupils work. The strategy and its
additional support materials have led to a degper under ssanding, much more
monitoring, a higher profilefor resour ces, asssted learning groups, accur ate
detailed assessment of pupilswho do not meet therequired standard and more
regular and intensetraining for all staff. The quality of planning hasimproved
significantly throughout the school and it is now good.

Knowledge and under standing of fiction and non-fiction texts has been extended
through the literacy strategy but also through the love of books acquired from the
teachers. Thereare many new booksfor the pupilsto choose from in thelibrary
and in the book cornersin the classrooms. Asaresult, pupilsby the age of seven
really enjoy books and want toread. They are able to choose the book they want
and arefamiliar with the contents. Pupilsin Year 1 know thetitle, author and what
the words on the back of thebook arefor. They are awar e of fiction and non-fiction
books. Pupilsin Year 2 areintroduced to a wide range of thework of the authors;
for example, bookswritten by Colin M cNaughton and Martin Waddell. Teachers
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83.

85.

86.

87.

usetext to very good effect to link many aspects of the curriculum. For example,
pupilsread the beautifully illustrated picturesand words of Martin Waddell’s Owl
Babies, sequenced the story, predicted what happens next, and explored feelings
and thoughts of the baby owls.

Although thereisno written policy for the teaching of reading at the moment, the
co-ordinator knows how well it isbeing taught, and is awar e that the focus on
improving writing was beginning to have a negative effect on reading. Thereare
now two timetable dotsfor extrareading. Pupilswho have difficulties with reading
arewell supported individually and achieve well. Reading books are well matched
to the ability of the pupils. Home reading isthe main element of homework for the
pupils. Thisisof great benefit to many pupils, aswell asto parents who enjoy
sharing the bookswith their children and recording in their books.

Standardsin listening are good; standardsin speaking areimproving. Pupils make
very good progress given their attainment on entry to school. Theteachers
encour age the use of Standard English through guiding lear ning sensitively across
all areasof the curriculum. Pupilslisten attentively to their teachersand to each
other, and answer questionswell. In discussonswith other pupils, they were able
to put forward their own points of view and share with the inspector their likesand
didikes about many topics.

The whole-school target to improve pupils writing has been successful. The major
issue of finding time for writing was solved, the school took on board all the new
recent curriculum guidance, tests wer e car efully analysed, marking was addr essed
and good practice has been highlighted acrossthe school. There are now very good
individual targets being used to help pupils under stand what they need to do to
improve. Asaresult, writing acr oss the school hasimproved, and pupils are now
attaining the standardsfor their age. If thistrend continues more pupils should
achieve higher levelsthisyear.

Grammar iswell taught acrossthe school. The under standing the pupils have
enhances both reading and writing skills. Pupils work shows how well each aspect
of theliteracy strategy is covered and understood by Year 2. Each pupil hasa
separate writing book that shows development, and clear targetsareset. Thereis
avariety and range of writing. Punctuation is understood and used well from Year
1. Therecently adopted handwriting schemeis being taught consistently and is
beginning to have a positive impact. Pupilsare now almost always correctly
forming their letters. Thisis helping toimprovethe presentation of their work.
Standardsin spelling are good acrossthe school. In each classthereisa good
emphasis on the context in which words might be used and all usethe ‘L ook, say,
cover, write, check’ approach. Pupils knowledge of letter soundsis successfully
developed.

The quality of teaching and learning in the lessons obser ved was good overall, with
one lesson being excellent. In thislesson, there wasvery high challengefor Year 2
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pupilsin looking at synonyms and antonyms. There was very good pace and a high
level of excitement in looking for the meaning and opposites of words such as
“shapeless’. The secure knowledge and under standing of theliteracy strategy has
been in part responsible for thisstandard. Teachershave great enthusiasm for the
teaching of English. Their relationshipswith pupilsarevery good. Pupilswith
special educational needs are well taught and make good progress. Teachershave
very good support from the classroom assistantswho help with all aspects of their
work.

Thereisanew library in the school for pupilsto accessthe new high quality books.
Therewas evidence to show that reference books are being used to develop
resear ch killsin some areas of the curriculum. Linkswith information and
communication technology have improved greatly. The school is making good use
of a computer program, linked to the reading scheme, that enables them to select
words and phrasesasatool for theteaching of reading and writing.

Thereisavery good, hard working co-ordinator for English. Sheisvery securein
her under anding and knowledge of the curriculum and is awar e of what a
monitoring roleis. Sheisextremely awar e of the standardsrequired to achieve the
highest grades and seeksto ensurethat every child meetstheir potential.

Resour ces acquired to promote the introduction of theliteracy hour are of good
guality and have been car efully chosen.

MATHEMATICS

90.

91.

92.

The good teaching ensuresthat pupils make good progressthough Key Stage 1,
and that standards of attainment arein line with the national average by the end of
the key stage. The National Numeracy Strategy has been introduced well, and
providesafirm structurefor the lear ning of mathematicsthrough the key stage.
Standards of attainment are broadly in line with those found by the previous
inspection.

Standards of attainment, as measured by national testsfor seven year olds, have
been generally in linewith the national average for thelast threeyears. 1n 2001,
these overall aver age standar ds were made up of a lower than average proportion
of pupilsattaining the expected level (Leve 2) but a higher than usual proportion of
pupils attaining the higher level (Level 3). The higher than average proportion of
pupils attaining the higher level is mainly due to the good quality of the teaching,
and the lower than average proportion attaining the expected level ispartly dueto
the presencein the year group of a significant proportion of pupils with special
educational needs.

Inspection findings indicate that standardsthisyear are similar to previousyears.
Most pupils attain the expected level in number work, wherethey are ableto use
addition and subtraction with ease and accuracy and can use these skillsto handle
money. A good proportion attain the higher level wherethey are also ableto use
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multiplication and divison and begin to use smplefractions. A number of pupils
with special educational needs do not attain the expected level. In the ‘shapeand
space’ aspect of the subject, most pupils meet the expected level by being able to
use appropriate measures of length and weight and know about the properties of
simple shapes. A good number attain the higher level of classifying shapesin
different ways and under standing aspects of symmetry. Thereisasmilar pattern
in the data-handling aspect where most pupils can record information in smple
tables and block graphs, whilst a good number are able to extract and interpret
information and to present it in bar charts. Progressisnot so quick, nor attainment
so high, in the ‘using and applying’ aspect of the subject, mainly because, whilst
thereisa good balance of activitiesin thefirst three aspects mentioned, the fourth
isnot so frequently taught directly.

The good teaching of mathematics across the key stage has ensured that pupils
make this good progress and that higher attaining pupils are ableto reach the
higher level. Progressisassisted by the pupils very good attitudesto the subject
and theway in which they apply themselvesto their work.

L essons often have high challenge for pupils which extendsther thinking well. For
example, avery good Year 2 lesson challenged pupilsto suggest as many ways as
possible of making the number 35 (5x7, 40-5 etc). The paceto thislesson, and the
excitement engendered by the collective competition to beat the previousrecord,
greatly enhanced pupils mental recall and under standing of the patternsinvolved.
Some pupils soon spotted that an endless number of variations could be obtained by
increasing both sides of a subtraction sum (36-1, 37-2, 38-3 etc).

Thegood use of awide variety of teaching and lear ning techniques helps develops
pupils understanding in arange of contexts. For example, a good Year 1/2 lesson
used individual whiteboardsfor pupilsto respond to the teacher’s questions so that
each pupil wasinvolved and the teacher could check the accuracy of all the
responses. In thislesson individual pupilsalso worked on the class whiteboard,
explaining their methodsto others. They also worked in pairs, counting and
sorting, and individually performing calculations, and as a group with the teacher.
Thiswas a very valuable mix of practical and recording work where discussion with
the teacher and explanation of methods enhanced learning. Good useisalso made
of other equipment such asnumber fansfor pupilsto give individual responsesto
teachers questions.

There are many occasions wher e teaching is focused successfully on the needs of
different groups. For example, a good reception/Year 1 lesson focused on the Year
1 pupilswhilst reception children were engaged in practical activities supervised by
ateaching assistant, and within the Year 1 group the teacher asked different
guestions and set different tasksto two groups depending on their level of
understanding. At the sametime a teaching assistant was working with two pupils
who had special educational needs. Thisdifferentiated provision enabled all pupils
to make maximum progr ess.
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Therecent development of the computer room and the provison of computersin
the classrooms enables infor mation technology to be used effectively to assist the
under standing of mathematics. Thereisa good range of softwar e availableto help
pupilswith basic number work that can be used individually in class. Thereisalso
good infor mation technology support for pupils with special educational needs. The
programme of teaching in the new computer room includes valuable eements of
data handling that contribute significantly to learning in mathematics.

The subject management has ensured that the National Numeracy Strategy has
been implemented effectively and that thereisan appropriate level of resources
acrossthe school. There areplansto extend to mathematicsthe very good
assessment and tar get setting proceduresimplemented in English. Thisshould
enable teaching to betargeted more precisay to different groups. This, in turn, will
help ensurethat work isalways appropriate and sufficiently challenging for pupils
of the same age group in different classes.

SCIENCE

99.

100.

101.

The satisfactory quality of teaching acrossthe key stage ensuresthat pupils make
appropriate progress. By the end of the key stage, standards of attainment are
broadly in linewith those usually found although pupils knowledge baseis
somewhat restricted. Thisisgenerally in linewith the findings of the previous
inspection.

Therecent reorganisation of the curriculum in line with the national Qualifications
and Curriculum Authority’s (QCA) guidance has ensured that pupils are now
covering the full programmes of study of the National Curriculum for sciencein a
systematic way. Thishasnot always been the casein the past and so some pupils
at theend of Key Stage 1 have some gaps in their knowledge and experience.
Their level of under standing of those areasthey have studied is broadly in line with
the standar ds usually expected from pupils of this age.

During the inspection, pupilsin all three classeswith Year 1 and 2 pupilswere
studying forcesin a unit of study that looked at the effect of pushesand pulls on
movement, speed and direction. Thiswas approached in all three classes by
looking at the ways in which varioustoys could be moved. Thiswas successful in
that it interested the pupils, was well within their experience, and madethe basic
conceptsclear. The presencein the sample of battery operated toys and those
controlled by remote devices complicated learning in some cases with some pupils
suggesting it wasthe battery that made things move or that it was clapping that
made the spider vibrate. Therewere somevery clear explanationsto older pupils
about gravity that enabled them to grasp important aspects of this somewhat
difficult area. Asaresult of the clear explanations, they were abletorelatethe
theory to experiencesthey had, such asthe difficulty of pushing things uphill, and
the fact that they roll down again if you let go. Thisenabled the pupilsto attain the
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expected levels. Therewas some good questioning of the youngest Year 1 pupils
that raised the level of the challenge significantly and required them to consider the
relationship of the strength of their push to the speed of movement. Thisenabled
them to attain the higher level (Leve 2) for pupilsof thisage.

Overall, thethreelessonsillustrate the issuesinherent in the school’ stwo year
rolling programmefor the curriculum. Such a programmeis necessary wherethere
are mixed age-range classes, but thereis always an issue of how to ensure
progression and appropriate levels of challenge for all pupils. Thiswas a new topic
for all pupilsand so it was appropriatein many waysfor them to start at a smilar
level. However, Year 2 pupils have already had a year’s experience of studying
science and so might be capable of starting at a higher conceptual level. There
wer e clear differences between thework and level of challenge offered to the
youngest and oldest pupils, but therewas not a similar level of challenge for pupils
of thesame year group in different classes.

The management of the subject has ensured an appropriate level of resources and
hasrecently set out a structurefor the curriculum that ensuresthat thereis
adequate emphasis on the subject and cover age of the required National
Curriculum programmes of sudy. Thishasnot yet had timeto impact on
standards. Thisplanning now needsto make clear the expectationsfor each year
group to ensure progress acr ossthe key stage and appropriate challenge for pupils
in the sameyear group in different classes. The extension of the good assessment
practicesrecently introduced in English would asss in tar geting teaching more
specifically.

ART AND DESIGN

104.

105.

106.

Pupils make satisfactory progressthrough the school, and standards of attainment
arein linewith those usually found by the end of Key Stage 1. Standar ds of
attainment aresmilar to those found by the previous inspection.

Good teaching during the inspection involved pupilsin some good creative ideas
and ranges of materials, and also required them to evaluate and amend their work.
This produced work of agood standard. A review of past work shows standards
that are usually in linewith those usually found. Few pupils are used to commenting
on other people swork and suggesting ways of improving their own. Very few
attain the higher level where designs ar e based upon investigations and they can
comment on similaritiesand differencesin pieces of work.

In agood Year 2 lesson, pupilswere given awide variety of materialsto design and
construct a three-dimensional collage picture of a woodland or seaside scene. They
responded well to this challenge and most produced some very effective designs.
Some helpful support from teaching assistants extended pupils ideas without
taking over the creative process. Therewas a good evaluative session where
pupilswereinvited to review other pupils work and comment on its effectiveness.
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Therewas very good use of information technology in thislesson as pupils used the
school’sdigital camerato record their work. Lessonswith Year 1 and 2 pupilsin
both classes gave good opportunitiesto explore a range of materialsand
techniquesincluding collage, clay and the use of malleable materials. Some pupils
responded well to photographs of sculpturethat were available as starting points.

There are some good examples of pupils work around the school including some
good observational drawings of musical instrumentsin thehall. A sculpturetablein
the hall invites pupilsto make their own designs with a collection of driftwood, and
the picture above gives good inspiration for this. The co-ordinator hasa ensured
that a good range of materials and techniques arein use, and that a good range of
materialsisavailable.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

108.

It was not possible to see sufficient lessons during the inspection for any overall
judgement to be made about standards of attainment or the quality of teaching.
Thereissome evidence of past work in terms of some glove puppets and
photographs of other artefactsthat indicatesthat pupilsareinvolved with an
appropriaterange of materials and techniques.

GEOGRAPHY

109.

110.

111

It was not possible to see sufficient lessonsin the subject for any overall judgement
to be made about the standar ds of attainment or the quality of teaching. Thiswas
also the casethelast timethe school was inspected.

However, thereisevidence that there has been considerable improvement in the
subject. The school hastaken on board the new curriculum guidance, a new scheme
of work and policy has been written and the leader ship of the subject isno longer
unsatisfactory. The co-ordinator isworking hard to addresstheissues.

By the age of seven, pupils have some under standing of the local area, and thereis
evidence that they are beginning to draw smple maps of the routes around the
school. The pupilsareenjoying travelling around the world with ‘Barnaby Bear’,
and the display in the hall usng theworld map and globe helpsto identify the
different placesthat Barnaby vists. Pupilsarefinding out about placesin an
enjoyable way, and teaching has been so vivid that some seem to believe that this
bear isreal.

HISTORY

112.

Pupils make good progress acr oss the school, and by the end of Key Stage 1
standar ds of attainment arein linewith those usually found. There has been good
improvement in the quality of provision since the previous inspection.
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By the age of seven, pupils have an appropriate under standing of some important
events from the past such asthelife of Florence Nightingale. Thisisthrough good
planning and good teaching, which effectively addr esses knowledge, chronology
inter pretation and enquiry. A wide range of sour ces gave pupils studying Florence
Nightingale the opportunity to identify the changes in conditions between when she
waswor king and today. Thisdeveloped their under standing well.

During the week of the inspection, the quality of teaching was good. All Key Stage
1 classes wer e studying the unit on ‘Toys. The pupilsin Year 1 had a good
introduction to moder n toys from the wide selection of their own toysthey brought
in to study. Theolder pupilswere successful in finding out about the past from a
range of sources of information beginning to realise that some thingsthat they
played with were similar but different to the onestheir great-grandparents had; for
example, a yoyo, a skipping rope and books.

The leader ship of the subject hasimproved significantly sincethe previous
inspection when it was considered to be unsatisfactory. The school has taken on
board the new National Curriculum guidance from which it plansthe units of work.
At the end of each of these unitsthereisa planned assessment to see whether the
pupils have a better under standing of that particular topic. However, thisisnot yet
part of an overall system to ensurethat those pupils who do not have the relevant
knowledge, under standing, concepts or skillswill gain thesein the future. Written
work produced isno longer unsatisfactory and teachers now have high expectations
of thework that is presented.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

116.

117.

118.

By theend of Key Stage 1, standards of attainment are broadly in linewith those
usually found. Therecently introduced computer suite and extra provison of
computers has greatly enhanced the educational opportunitiesthe school can offer
toitspupils. This, together with the good quality of the teaching, is already
beginning to impact significantly on sandards.

By the end of the key stage, most pupils are already able to enter, save and
retrievetheir work. They are ableto use the mouse effectively and know about the
variousiconsreevant to the programsthey use. They can print out from the
computer and use programs to generate and amend pictures. In one good lesson in
the computer suitefor Year 2, pupils wer e taught to use the highlight facility to
select and deleteitems of text and to substitute others. Younger pupilsare already
familiar with the mouse and the oper ation of the keyboard. Some good teaching by
teaching assistants makes a significant contribution to pupils progress. For
example, somevery clear explanations helped a group of Year 1 pupilsunderstand
how to operate a word building program, and they wer e given good timeto
experiment and develop their own skills within the program.

The school was very successful in itsbid for national funding for extra computers
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and the development of software. The softwareislinked to the school’sreading
schemes and allows the pupilsto click on words and phrases from the books they
know to build their own sentences. They can also add their own wor dsto extend
and amend theideas of the books. The computer then reads aloud the words and
sentenceswritten. Thiswas till very new at the time of the inspection, but pupils
wer e already enjoying using the softwar e and wer e building complex sentences with
ease. Thiswas contributing very positively to their progressin reading and writing
aswell asto their ability to use information technology.

Thereissome good use of information technology to support work in other subjects
in addition to reading and writing. Pupils use programsto extend knowledge and
understanding in mathematics and thereis particularly good use of the school’s
digital camerato record work in art and design and technology.

The subject has been very well managed, particularly in terms of obtaining the
equipment and developing the software. A good timetable for use of the equipment
has been developed that balances use in the computer suite with usein classrooms.
Thisalso ensuresthat the suiteis used effectively.

MUSIC

121.

It was not possible to see sufficient lessons during the inspection to make any
overall judgement about standar ds of attainment or the quality of teaching. Pupils
sang tunefully and with enjoyment in assembly. They were so enthusiastic about a
song they learned in an assembly taken by the chair of governorsthat they could
not resst singing it asthey returned to their classroomsand then insisted on
snging it to their teachers. Thiswasa good example of their enthusiasm, and the
effectiveness of the assembly. It isalso typical of theteachers valuing of the
pupilsthat they wanted to sharethe song with them in thisway. Therewas
opportunity to see part of the programme of music linked to numeracy taken with
each Year 1 and 2 classby avisiting teacher. Thisvery successfully involves
pupilsin a good range of singing and actions and makes a significant contribution to
their progressin music. Itspopularity with the pupilswas clear from the cheer that
went up when they werereminded that the visiting teacher was coming that day.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

122.

123.

Good teaching and the school’ s strong programme of outdoor education ensure that
standar ds ar e above national expectations and that pupils make good progress.
Thisisan improvement since the previous inspection.

A great deal of timeis spent outdoor s wher e pupils sustain their enjoyment

whatever the weather conditions, using the tar mac playground aswell asthe very
gpacious hall that is suitable for a variety of physical education activities. Pupils
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are aware of the need for sensible and safe behaviour during lessons and respond
positively to theteachers ingtructions. They work enthusiagtically and exhibit an
awar eness of space, using this appropriately to link a variety of warm-up activities,
including skipping, hopping and jogging sequences. They invariably enjoy all their
work and co-operate well with each other. Pupilsexhibited increasing control and
co-ordination when developing skills of sending, rolling, retrieving, kicking and
passing a ball. They improved their dribbling skills and enjoyed working around the
quoits. They apply these skillslearned to small team games. Teachers make use
of individual and group demonstrationsto highlight quality in performance and to
provide pupilswith improved or refined skillsand techniques. Pupilswereinvolved
in appraisng each others performance, which helped to improve their own sKills.

Support from the Yorkshire Cricket Club in the summer develops cricket
techniquesand local folk dance groups help pupilsto under stand some of their local
culture. Theschool takes part in the Festival of Dance and the pupilslook forward
with great enthusasm to the annual sportsday.

Theleader ship of the subject isgood. The school has been involved in national
programmes, and has taken on board some of the new national guidance to
complement itsown planning. Monitoring of the quality of teaching takes place and
there are strong links with the science curriculum especially with the unit ‘Healthy
Bodies.’

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

126.

127.

128.

Pupils make good progress acr oss the school and by theend of Key Stage 1
standar ds of attainment arein linewith the expectations of the locally agreed
gyllabusfor the subject. There hasbeen good improvement sincethelast
inspection dueto theincreased confidence of the staff, improved leader ship and
good teaching.

Year 1 pupils have an under standing of some of the storiesin the Old and New
Testament and they are very familiar with the story of the birth of Jesusand the
meaning of Christmas. In ther study of the Hindu religion, the pupilsarelearning
about the festival of Dassehra and are keenly interested in the story of Rama and
Sita. Thisunderstanding isto be further developed through drama. Year 2 pupils,
in their study of ‘Special people,” know that some people at home ar e special to
them and they spend sometimein quiet reflection thinking of someone special.
They are becoming familiar with the concept of religiousleader s and ar e beginning
to under stand why some of these are special people for example, Jesus and the
Prophet Muhammad.

Teaching seen was good. Pupilslistened avidly to ateacher giving a very good
account of her special friend. They listened intently to the CD that she had given to
her, which reflected friendship and love and the message that, ‘1’|l be therefor you
in winter, spring, summer and thefall’. Pupilsbegan torealisethat a variety of
sourcesincluding, old or recent photographs, might help them to remember their
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gpecial friend. Discussion in pairsabout their special people was particularly good
and explored arange of fedings. Thiswas particularly well handled by the teacher.
Some pupilstalked about their baby brother or sster, and somereflected on the
death of avery special relative. In discussion, pupils were ableto talk about
Musdlim and Christian stories and celebrations including Ramadan.

Rédligious education is planned and taught appropriately in accordance with the
locally agreed syllabus. The new co-ordinator has a good action plan and isaware
that no proceduresfor assessment arein place and no formal records show pupils
progressin learning, but sheisbeginning to develop a portfolio of pupils work that
will help addresstheseissues.
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