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Last page. Please replace final paragraph as follows:
Other issues raised by parents

Some parents commented at the meeting with parents and in writing that they felt that
provision for pupils with special educational needs was unsatisfactory. After exhaustive
checking of the school’s records and observations of support in the school, the team
concluded that the high level of provision for pupils with special needs has been
maintained.
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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Fair Oak Junior School isavery large junior school, with 581 pupilsonroll. Almost dl pupilsare
European, and very few speak English as an additiond language. The proportion of pupils who are
known to be digible for free school medsis below average. The proportion of pupilswho have a
specia educationd need is about average, but fewer pupils than average have statements of specia
need. The school isa Beacon School, one of thefirst to be so designated. Thereis arange of
attainment on entry, but overal pupils enter the school with higher attainment than in most schools.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

The school was described as very impressive at the time of the last ingpection, and it remains avery
effective one. Pupils achieve well and have very good attitudes to school. The school makes good
provison for pupils, through good teaching founded on a very good curriculum. The school has
made good progress from an aready very strong position under strong leadership from the
headteacher, governors and senior managers. All of thisis achieved at acost per pupil thet is
broadly average. Consequently, the school offers good vaue for money.

WHAT THE SCHOOL DOESWELL

Pupils achieve wdl in the school, especidly in music, science, and information and communication
technology.

Pupils learn well because they have very good attitudes to work and behave very well as a consequence
of teachers high expectations.

The school continues to enjoy the very strong support of parents.

The school promotes independent learning very well.

Teaching is good because teachers plan well and set clear objectives that build on previous learning.
Very strong leadership, supported by teamwork throughout the school, promotes a shared commitment
to high standards by the whole school community.

The school has maintained the high qudlity of provision for pupils with specia educationd needs.

Pupils are very well supported and cared for by al of the adults, including volunteers, who work in the
school.
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WHAT COULD BE IMPROVED

Fair Oak Junior School is a very effective school with no areas of significant weakness.
Nevertheless, the governing body and senior management may wish to include the following minor
pointsin their action plan:

Pupils do not have enough opportunities for problem-solving in the classroom.

The ends of lessons are not consistently used for pupils to reflect on their learning and consider how to

improve.

The gtatutory requirements for collective worship are not met.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors' action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school was last inspected in February 1997. Since then, it has maintained good standards
across the curriculum, especidly in science. Teaching has sgnificantly improved. Both of the key
issues of the last ingpection have been successfully addressed. Taken together, these factors
indicate that the school has made good progress since the last ingpection.

STANDARDS

The table below shows the standards achieved by 11 year olds based on average point scoresin
Nationa Curriculum tests.

compar ed with Key
Performance all schools similar schools well above average A
in: 1998 | 1999 2000 2000 above average
English A A C D B
mathematics B A B C average C
science B A A B below average D
well below average E

The school has andlysed the reasons for the drop in performancein 2000. Assessment data shows
that this group of pupils overdl had lower atainment on entry than previous groups. The particular
area of weakness was that of writing, and the school has taken stepsto addressit. The genera
trend in recent results has been in line with the nationd trend of improvement. The school exceeded
itstargets in 2000, and has set chdlenging targets for its future performance. During the ingpection,
high sandards were observed in music, information and communication technology and science.
The previous inspection team reported standards that were above the levels expected in the
foundation subjects. A short ingpection does not make judgements on these subjects, but thereis no
evidence to suggest that standards have fdlen in the intervening period. Pupils achieve well, when
their attainment on entry and gpplication in lessons are taken into account.
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PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect

Comment

Attitudes to the school

Very good. Pupils are extremey keenin lessons. They work very
hard, remaining on task even when the teacher is working with another
group and they are working independently.

Behaviour, in and out
of classrooms

Very good. Thisenables pupilsto make good progressin lessons.
Movement around the school to specidist rooms takes place without
fuss.

Persond devel opment
and relationships

Excdlent. Pupils get on very well together and work independently
exceptiondly well.

Attendance

Good. Above nationa averages.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils: aged 7-11 years
Lessons seen overal Good

Inspector s make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good;
satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is
adequate and strengths outwei gh weaknesses.

Literacy and numeracy are taught effectively. All teaching was at least satisfactory; 35 per cent was

very good or better, including nine percent of lessonsin which teaching was excellent, an unusualy

high proportion. Teachers manage behaviour very well and pupils respond well, persevere with their
work and progresswell. In addition, pupils work independently very effectively. Teachers marking
isvery good. Inthe very best lessons, tasks are extremely well matched to pupils needs. Teachers

share the objectives for each lesson with the class, so they know what they are about to learn.
However, objectives are not dways referred back to at the lesson’send. Effective support is given
to pupils with specid educationa needs so that they progress well.
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OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The quality and range of | Very good. The curriculum is enhanced by themed weeks, integrated
the curriculum topics and awide range of high quality extra-curricular activities. The

provison of ‘chdlenges for higher ataining pupils, like the production
of the school’s annuad newspaper, has a positive effect on these pupils
attitudes and achievemen.

Provison for pupils with

The school has maintained its high quality of provison leading to good

specid educationd progress for these pupils

needs

Provison for pupils Good overdl. Mord development is enhanced by the high

persond, including expectations of behaviour and trust placed in pupils. The school
spiritud, mord, socid council dlows pupils to take respongbility in the school and take part in
and cultura decison making. Pupils understanding of other culturesis enhanced by
development the school’ s link with aschool in Nairobi. Some assemblies do not

meet the requirements for an act of collective worship.

How wéll the school
caresfor its pupils

Good. Appropriate procedures are in place

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and Very good. The headteacher and other managers share a clear vison.
management by the The provison for specid educationd needsis very well organised.
headteacher and other The system of year leaders managing their teams ensures that pupilsin
key staff parald classes have the same experiences.

How well the governors
fulfil their responghbilities

Very good. The governors are supportive and knowledgesble about
the school, understanding its strengths and weaknesses well.

The school’ s evauation
of its performance

Very good. Test results are analysed and action taken, as when the
results in English in 2000 were not as high as previoudy.

The drategic use of
resources

Very good. Best useis made of the school’s accommodation. Staff
are deployed appropriately and good use is made of their particular
grengths. Specific grants are used effectively for their intended
purpose o thet, for example, good quaity support is given to pupils
with specia educational needs.

The school appliesthe principles of best value very wdll in its purchases and its evauation of its own

performance.
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PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases par ents most What parentswould like to see improved

- Theteaching is good, and that the school - A few parents wrote to say they felt too much
expects their children to work hard and do their homework is st.
best so0 that they make good progress. - A handful of parents thought provison for pupils
Behaviour is good. with specid educationd needsis unsatisfactory.
The school iswell managed and led.
Thereisan interesting range of activities outsde
lessons.

The ingpection team agreed with parents poditive views. Homework is set within nationa
guidelines. Ingpectors exhaustively checked the school’ s comprehensive records for specia
educationa needs going back severd years and observed sessonsin which such pupils were
supported. They concluded that the high quadity of provison had been maintained.

Fair Oak Junior School 5



PART B: COMMENTARY
WHAT THE SCHOOL DOESWELL

Pupils achieve wdll in the school, especially in music, science and information and
communication technology.

1.  Pupilsarivein the school with attainment thet is above the nationd average. Whilst in
lessons, they are expected to work with considerable application and do so. In the core subjects of
English, mathematics and science, nationd test results show that the school generadly achieves well
when compared to al schools. The school has maintained consstently high standards over the past
few years. However, the resultsin English appear to have falenin 2000. This was not unexpected;
the school’ s records show that this group of pupils entered the school with lower standards than in
previous years, particularly inwriting. An anayss of the 2000 test results showsthet it was a
weekness in writing that caused the results in English to be so badly affected. Nevertheless, the
school had set chdlenging targets for its own performance in English and mathematics based on its
knowledge of the pupils through routine assessments and these targets were exceeded. A
cdculation of the actua gains made by the pupilsin that year group showed that they made rather
more progress than would have been expected in their timein the school.

2.  Thesubject least affected by thefdl in resultsin 2000 was science. Since 1998, when
science results were barely above the national average, the trend has been one of overal
improvement, which was particularly dramatic in 1999. The reason for thisistheincreasein
teachers confidence in teaching science, thanks to the support given by the co-ordinator and his
team. Thisteam congsts of members of staff from each year group, so that they have a clear idea of
how the work in the subject becomes more advanced as pupils move through the school. With this
in mind, they have revised the scheme of work, to include detailed lesson plans for teachers and
resource packs especidly designed for each lesson. This has the effect of ensuring that dl saff are
able to teach the subject confidently, concentrating on the key concepts, without getting Sidetracked
into the minutiae of preparation. The effect of this can be clearly seen in the results. Although
science suffered alittle in 2000, it was to alesser degree than the other two subjectstested. The
scheme and its condtituent lesson plans remain under review.

3. Theschool considers music to be a strength, and the ingpection team agree. Therearea
number of teaching staff with an in-depth knowledge of music, and the school uses their expertise
well. The specidist music/dramaroom provides avery stimulating environment and is used well. In
the two days of the inspection, three music lessons were observed. The teaching was good in one
and very good in the others. Teachers confidence with the technicalities of music means that
lessons are well organised and operate well. In every lesson, pupils attainment was judged to be
above the leved that would generaly be expected. In alesson for Year 4, in which pupils explored
pitch and rhythm, the teacher used her very good singing voice and obvious enthusiasm to encourage
the pupilsto sng. Asaresult, they did so with obvious enjoyment and in unison. Their Snging was
very meodic, with clear diction. The teacher had excellent musical knowledge, and used thisto
good effect when she used musical vocabulary and chalenged pupils to read music, using the correct
words. Pupils were given severa opportunities to gppraise one another’ swork. They responded
well, listening carefully to each other. Very good subject knowledge was dso a fegture of the other
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lessons observed, when musical vocabulary appropriate to the class was reinforced. The subject
offers good opportunities for pupils to work in groups, aswas seenina'Y ear 3 lesson in which they
were expected to work together to make up a story and then develop sound effects. InaYear 6
lesson in which pupils were cregting their own rhythmic pattern to perform to the group, the
teacher’ s detailed planning and clear ingtructions enabled pupils to develop a good idea of ‘fedling
the beat’. Asaresult, they maintained their own parts whilst performing by ear or from smple
notations. Thisled them to an understanding of how different parts interact and the need to achieve
an overd| effect.

4.  Theschool dso provides other musica opportunities. Around afifth of pupils receive tuition
in musica ingruments, and there are extra-curricular groups in recorder playing, choir, guitar, and
the school band. The choir was heard rehearsing a Christmas concert. This consisted of over a
hundred pupils from Years 4, 5 and 6 who sang very maturely from memory in complex two-part
harmony. Three members of saff gave up part of their lunch hour to share their very evident
enthusasm. The school has achieved success outside its own confines. It took part in the
‘Hampshire 2000" festiva, for which pupils from this school wrote the winning song, ‘ Open the
Millennium Door’, which was subsequently performed on local radio. The choir was then selected
to take part in the find concert of Hampshire 2000. The choir has dso been invited to take part in
concerts a Winchester College and the Y outh Proms & the Roya Albert Hall.

5. The school teaches mogt of its information and communication technology (ICT) iniits
networked suite. Pupils achieve high levels of skill in the use of the software packages. Thelr
learning is enhanced by their very good attitudes and behaviour as they move to the suite, Sit down
and log on to the network. A good feature of the lessons seen was the use of ICT to support other
aress of learning. Thisis obvious when pupils are usng a computer-assisted learning package,
which dlows them to reinforce and extend their mathematica skillsindividualy. However, it dso
takes place in the context of teaching ICT itsdlf. For example, pupilsinaY ear 4 lesson corrected a
piece of text previoudy entered by ateacher. Thisincluded ‘mistakes like the confusion of such
words as ‘thereé and ‘their’, the misuse of capitas for names and the omisson of commasin ligts.
As part of itsresponse to the fal in standards in writing, the school has been placing more emphasis
on writing and on the editing process as subsequent drafts are honed. The editing task reinforced
the skills of these Year 4 pupilsin literacy, whilst they aso learned how to navigate around a
document and how to transfer it from a central areato their own on the network. The text for
editing was related to their current history topic, and had been carefully prepared with the lesson’'s
objectives firmly in mind. The pupils very good attitudes meant that they worked wdl in pairs. The
task was st at judt the right level so that pupils were chalenged; this made pupil management
effectively invishle, so that no time was lost during the lesson in maintaining order. In Year 3,
pupils ICT lessons are linked with mathematics as they used a piece of software very effectively to
describe the patterns when the multiples of two, five and ten are marked on a hundred square. The
use of a software package for this meant that pupils did not waste time colouring the square and
were able to move to the main task quickly. That was to write a short report on the patterns seen
using the word processor, importing the image of their hundred squareinto it. Theleve of details
and sophitication of vocabulary expected were different for pupils of different abilities, ensuring dl
were gppropriately challenged. Year 6 learned how to interrogate databases. This was linked,
somewhat tenuoudly, with other work as the database they interrogated concerned the monarchs of
Great Britain. In thislesson, the introduction was rather short and not dl pupilsinitialy redised that
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searches could be done more speedily by the computer rather than by stepping through al of the
records. However, the teacher and curriculum support assistant both had good subject knowledge
that allowed them to intervene and direct pupils back on track. The school’ s decison to employ a
curriculum support assistant permanently in the suite has been an effective one, as her knowledge of
the network allows her to set up tasks before classes arrive as well as help pupilsindividualy with
problems and alow them to progress well.

Pupilslearn well because they have very good attitudesto work and behave very well asa
consequence of the teachers' high expectations.

6. Inthelessonsobserved, pupils learning was never less than satisfactory. It was judged to be
at least good in three-quarters of lessons, and very good in nearly athird. This closdy mirrors the
quality of teaching. Pupils attitudes and behaviour were judged even more highly, being dmost
invariably good or better, and very good or better in nearly two-thirds of lessons seen. These very
good éttitudes are amgor factor in enabling pupilsto achieve aswell asthey do. However, they do
not occur in avacuum. Teachers have consistently high expectations of pupils behaviour and work
rate, expectations that are clearly communicated to their classes. Thisis a conseguence of the
behaviour policy, which has the clear expectation that al Saff share the respongbility for the
behaviour of pupilsat al times and everywhere in the school.

7. These high expectations were seen in aphysica education lesson for Year 3. The teacher had
good relationships with the class, which alowed the lesson to move a avery good pace. The
consequence of thiswasthat pupils' interest was maintained and they behaved very well. For
example, when asked, they split into pairs and worked very sensibly without any squabbling. Asa
result, their performance improved noticeably, and their ability to make constructive comment on
their own or others performance was enhanced, as nominated pupils commented on their own
performance. InaYear 4 art lesson, pupils designed a mosaic in Roman style while asmaller group
worked with the teacher, forming plaster casts of clay tilesthey had previoudy made. The teacher
had high expectations of how pupils would behave as they moved around the room between the
activities and used the wet plagter. Asaresult, the movement took place without fuss, maintaining
thelesson'space. A Year 3 mathematics lesson redly flew as pupils took up the teacher’s
chdlenges, which were carefully matched to their ability. The teacher made clear his expectations
that pupils would be able to complete even the difficult questions, and pupils set to with awill asa
result. In thislesson, pupils behaviour was exemplary, and they were redly excited about the task,
which concerned identifying sequences of numbers. Thiswas because of the outstanding
relationships within the class and the extremdy well judged leve of chdlenge. Asaresult, dl groups
had an outstanding sense of achievement by the lesson’send. Of course, not dl lessons can be this
exciting, but even when they are not, pupils fill say firmly on task.

The school promotesindependent learning very well.

8.  Theschool places ahigh priority on pupils ability to work and learn independently. One
obvioudy successful gtrategy isthe award of ‘ Independent Worker’ status. Pupils of al ages have
the opportunity to demongtrate that they are reliable and trustworthy. When they have done this,
they are rewarded with independent worker status, which alows them to work at timeswith minimal
adult supervison. The success of this had been partidly eroded by the expectations in the nationa
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drategies for literacy and numeracy for sgnificant amounts of whole class teaching. However, the
school has recognised this, and is taking steps to ensure that the scheme continues to operate
effectively dongsde these Strategies.

9. Itisnot just the recognised independent workers who show the ability to work sensibly
without congtant supervison. In al classrooms, there isthe clear expectation that pupils will work
hard, even when the teacher is with another group. Thisis redised so that pupils work redlly hard in
lessons, which isamgor factor contributing to their good learning. A particularly good example
was seeninaYear 6 lesson, in which pupils identified spelling errorsin their own writing. Prior to
the lesson, each pupil had drawn up an individud list of spdlingsto be learned based on errors they
had made, topped up as necessary with words from a bank provided by the teacher. In thelesson
observed, the organisation and routines were such that the pupils were able to organise themselves
completdly: in pairs, they tested one another to the rhythm of another pupil caling out the question
numbers. The whole procedure was excellently organised and very dick in practice. This meant
that each pupil was tested &t their own level very accurately, promoting their skillsin an excdllent
manner. Pupils commented that, when they write independently, they areincreasingly careful to
check spellings and use dictionaries to avoid errors.

10. The ability to work well without congtant supervision is not confined to older pupils, however.
The routines and expectations are set in place as soon as pupils enter the school. The ingpection
took place in November, but already pupilsin Year 3 were able to work sensibly when the teacher
was e'sewhere in the room. For example, in an art and design lesson focussing on the completion of
acollage, pupils listened closdly and made suggestions as to where, for example, the eyes are
positioned in the oval face shape. Later in the lesson, they worked well a their individua artwork.
Throughout the lesson, behaviour was very good in terms of following ingructions and working
together. A notable feature was the care pupils took of the equipment they used so that they made
no messl They placed glue sticks carefully on paper towels and nothing was dropped on the floor.
This was helped by the very good relationshipsin the class.

11. Further provison for independent learning is made for higher ataining pupils through the
challenges that they are given each term, linked to their work in the classsoom. Nominated pupils
complete these tasks independently in their own time, including any necessary research. In addition,
the school newspaper, produced annualy and distributed to local homes, alows older, higher
ataining, pupilsto practise the skills of organisation, editing and layout. This makes useful links for
these pupils to mathematics as they organise each page. Theresult isavery professond publication
of high qudity.

Teaching is good because teachers plan well and set clear objectivesthat build on previous
lear ning.

12. A valuablefesture of dl of the lessons observed was the use of the ‘Focus Board'. At the
beginning of each lesson, that lesson’s objectives are written on the board, in aform that the pupils
can understand. In dl of the lessons observed, the objectives were drawn to pupils' attention so
that they had a clear idea of the purpose of the lesson and what they were expected to learn. There
was aso clear evidencein teachers record books that the foci for some |lessons had been amended
in the light of what pupils had previoudy attained. Thisis further reinforced by the teacher’ s recep of
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previous lessons, reminding pupils of the work and challenging them to recal facts and skills. For
example, inaYear 3ICT lesson, the teacher’ s introduction and recap enabled the pupils to suggest
that the gppropriate software for report writing might be the school’ s usua word processor. This
aso happened ina 'Y ear 4 design and technology |esson, which was supported by a member of staff
from the adjacent secondary school. In thislesson, pupils were designing and making an darm
system. The objectives for the lesson were clearly stated to the class, and the teacher made links to
their learning in science.

13. Through the use of clear objectives, pupils are clear about their learning needs. In the very
best lessons, the objectives are reviewed again at the end, with a clear emphasis on what pupils have
learned, what they found easy or difficult, and what will need further renforcement. Theincluson of
the classin discussions like this raises their self-esteem. Thiswas seenin an excdlent Year 3
mathematics lesson. Asisusudly the case, the objectives were clearly stated. Pupils received well
prepared and challenging work that accurately matched their particular needs. The work included
some very tricky questions; for example, one included a sequence in which each number was nine
less than the one preceding it. Pupils were asked for the tenth term in the sequence, which was a
negative number. To their credit, none of the class was flustered by this, and gave some very well
thought through suggestions. At the end of the lesson, they were able to agree that the objectives for
that lesson had been met, that they had worked hard, and that they had reinforced their
understanding of number bonds.

The school continuesto enjoy the very strong support of parents.

14. Prior to the ingpection, a questionnaire was circulated to the parents of al children at the
school, and ameeting was held for interested parents. For each question, agreement represents a
positive response. The detailed results of the questionnaire analysis are gppended to the end of the
report. There was a high return of questionnaires. It isworth noting that there were no areasin
which there was sgnificant disagreement, and agreement levels were 95 per cent or higher in the
majority of cases. Theseincluded: ‘My child likes school’, ‘My child is making good progressin
schoal’, ‘Behaviour in the school isgood’, ‘1 am kept well informed about how my child is getting
on', ‘I would fed comfortable approaching the school with questions or a problen’, ‘ The school
expects my child to work hard and achieve his or her best’, * The school iswell led and managed’,
‘The schoal is helping my child become mature and responsible’ and ‘ The school provides an
interesting range of activities outsde lessons. Ninety-nine per cent of parents agreed that teaching
isgood. The only question with a disagreement level greater than ten per cent concerned the
amount of work pupils are expected to do at home. However, anumber of parents wrote to the
team directly to say that they felt that the school was following externd guidelines and so no blame
should be attached to the school.

15. A number of parentswrote further comments with their questionnaires, and over forty such
responses were received. Many made the point that they felt the school was excellent overal.
Areas singled out for praise included the variety of clubs, the standard of music, the pastoral support
and the leadership of the new headteacher. The only areas of disagreement mirrored those aired in
the meeting held prior to the inspection. A smal number of parents felt that the
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provison for pupils with specia needs is unsatisfactory, though asmilar number wrote in praise of
the provison. The meeting held with parents was extremely positive in its overdl tone. Some
parents aso gpoke with the team during the inspection period, and al spoke highly of the school and
its provision.

16. Parents were very postive about the schoal at the last ingpection; this has been maintained.

Very strong leader ship supported by teamwork throughout the school promotes a shared
commitment to high standar ds by the whole school community.

17. Theamsof the school are appropriate and clearly stated in the progpectus. Most arevisible
in the school’ s day-to-day work. The governing body and headteacher share an understanding of
what makes agood school. Thisis asssted by the governors' clear understanding of the school,
gained through vidtsto it and the reports received from the headteacher. A key dement in the
school’ s structure is the system of year leaders. These postholders manage large teams, including
support eff for their year. Much of the day-to-day management and communication falls on their
shoulders, and it istheir responsibility to ensure the consistency of gpproach throughout the schoal.
The facts that different classes in the same year group complete the same work and that the
approach to, for example, discipline is consstent throughout the school indicate that this gpproach is
effective. Subjects have a named co-ordinator, who works with ateam drawn from al year groups
to ensure consstency of approach in teaching. The provision for pupils with specia educetiona
needs is very well organised and efficiently run. The upshot of these factorsisthat the staff works as
a coherent team <o that the entire school runsin a consstent manner with aclear vison for higher
standards. Thisvison can be seen, for example, in the detailed analysis of nationd test results,
which is carried out each year by the co-ordinators of English, mathematics and science, the value
added analysis completed by the deputy headteacher and by the action taken to remedy any
shortfalls asthey are identified.

The school has maintained the high quality of provision for pupilswith special educational
needs.

18. Thelast ingpection report found that the provision for pupils with specid educationa needs
was excellent and, as a consequence, such pupils made good progress and achieved good standards
for their abilities. Because afew parents aired some very different views a this inspection, the
evauation of the provison for specid needs became a priority for thisinspection team. Filesand
individua education plans were al scrutinised closely, and as many teaching sessons as practicable
were observed. The overdl concluson was that high standards have been maintained, and that
these pupils continue to make good progress.

19. Thework of the curriculum support assstants is co-ordinated by the curriculum support co-
ordinator. Part of her roleisthat of specid educational needs co-ordinator. Good quality detailed
records going back many years are kept, and these are completed in accordance with the
expectations of the specia needs Code of Practice. Support in classis effective, and targeted on
those who need it most. Some pupils are withdrawn for good quality support as necessary; the
schoal is careful that this withdrawa has the minimum impact on learning in other subjects. The use
in mathematics of groups formed by ability alows pupils to be effectively supported. In English, dl
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pupils are integrated for the first half of the *Literacy Hour’, which is taught to the whole class. For
the parts of the hour when pupils work in groups, those pupils who need it are withdrawn to be
taught in asmaller class and receive good support in small groups. This was Sseen operating
extremely successfully. In Year 6, for example, a sesson was exceptionaly well prepared. An
excdlent questioning technique was used, S0 that individuas recelved questions closdly tailored to
their particular needs. The teacher had very high expectations of these pupils ability to articulate
their thoughts. Thisled them to answer confidently, follow instructions very well, and identify, for
example, past and present tenses. They went on to make very good use of the skills they had been
taught, that is, the use of agreen pen to indicate changes in later drafts of a piece of work.

Pupils are very well supported and cared for by all of the adults, including volunteers, who
work in the schoadl.

20. Parents strongly approved of the school’ s pastoral system and spoke positively of a‘village
school’ atmosphere. Thiswas evident in the inspection. Support staff are used well to support
pupils, as noted above. The school has appropriate proceduresin place and sufficient quaified first-
aders. Adminigrative staff make a valuable contribution to the school’ s work, taking some of the
load from teachers and alowing them to concentrate on the job in hand —to teach. Thiswas
reflected in the good teaching observed. In addition, consderable careis taken when a pupil fedls
unwell or has had aminor accident. Good procedures exist to dedl with this, but procedures alone
cannot show the human dimension of true caring for another that was observed as pupils were
treated for avariety of minor injuries.

WHAT COULD BE IMPROVED
Pupils do not have enough opportunitiesfor problem solving in the classroom.

21. The school makes good provision for the most able pupils to solve problems through the three
chalengesissued per year to each year group. Nevertheless, it is not aways the case that pupils
have the opportunity to tackle new problems in the classroom as a matter of routine. Thiswas
particularly noticesble in the observations of science lessons. Whilst the school makes good
provison within the scheme of work for pupils to carry out experiments, these are very controlled,
with the result that pupils contribution to the planning and design of the experiment isminima. For
example, ina Y ear 6 lesson about resstance in wires, pupils were presented with a bare wire and
asked to see what effect varying its length had on the brightness of abulb. Although the pupils
understood what is meant by afair test, they had no real opportunity to pose questions themsdlves
or to consder other possible factors like the thickness of the wire. Consequently, athough they
learned, in a practical way, that the resstance of awire increasses asits length increases, they had not
reinforced the skills of actualy asking the questions, ‘ On what factors does the resistance of awire
depend? and ‘How can we find out?

The ends of lessons are not consistently used for pupilsto reflect on their learning and
consider how to improve.

22. It hasdready been noted above that a very postive fegture of teaching isthe use of focus
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boards, so that pupils know exactly what is expected of them. In the best lessons, these are used
again at the end of the lesson to review what has been learned, if the objective has been achieved,
and whether further work is needed. However, in many lessons, this section was not used
effectively. In some, the focus for this section was ‘ show-and-tdll’, in which pupils work was
celebrated and they described what they had done. Whilst the celebration of good work is of value,
these sessions concentrated on the tasks completed rather than the learning that had taken place.
The question ‘Now that you have done that, what have you learned? wasrarely asked. In other
lessons, the end of the lesson seemed to take the teacher by surprise, so any such review was either
very rushed or took place amid clearing up. This meant that the atmosphere of reflection necessary
to consider how work can be improved was absent, and so the closing sesson was of little value. In
other lessons, it was absent entirely. Consequently, some opportunities for pupils to evauate their
own work frankly and honestly are missed.

The statutory requirementsfor collective wor ship are not met

23.  During the ingpection, the team attended three assemblies. Of these, two failed to comply
with the regulations for collective worship, asthey did not include the recognition of a supreme being
or deity. Inaddition, whilst it is recognised that parents have the option of withdrawing their children
from collective worship, some pupils whose parents had not exercised that right were dso
withdrawn to receive specia needs support or instrumental music lessons, contrary to requirements.

Fair Oak Junior School 13



WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

24. Far Oak Junior School isavery effective school with no areas of significant weakness.
Nevertheless, the governing body and senior management should consider including the following
minor pointsin their action plan:

Ensure that the planning for lessons, especialy science, includes appropriate opportunities for
pupils to set questions and then consider how to answer them.

Build on the good practice aready in the school to ensure that the ends of lessons are used
effectively to alow pupilsto reflect on what they have learned, what was essy or hard, and
how they might improvein future.

Ensure that the statutory requirements for collective worship are met.
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed 35
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 10

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent | Verygood | Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory | Poor | Very Poor

9 26 38 26 0 0 0

The table gives the percentage of teaching observed in each of the seven categories used to make
judgements about |essons.

I nformation about the school’ s pupils

Pupilson the schoal’sroll Y3-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) 581
Number of full-time pupils digible for free school meds 21
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Y3-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of specia educational needs 5
Number of pupils on the school’ s specia educational needs register 94
English as an additional language No of
pupils
| Number of pupils with English as an additiond language 1
Pupil mability in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usud time of first admisson 15
Pupils who left the school other than at the usud time of leaving 9
Attendance
Authorised absence Unauthorised absence
% %
School data 3.5 School data 0
National comparative data 5.4 National comparative data 0.5
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Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest
complete reporting year.
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2

Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 2 Year | Boys | Girls | Total

for the latest reporting year

2000 86 69 155

National Curriculum Test/Task Results

English Mathematics Science

Numbers of pupils a Boys 71 70 85
NC level 4 and above Girls 59 54 66
Tota 130 124 151
Percentage of pupils School 84 (90) 80 (85) 97 (96)
at NC level 4 or above Nationa 75 (70) 72 (69) 85 (78)

Teachers Assessments

English Mathematics Science

Numbers of pupils at Boys 70 73 81
NC leve 4 and above Girls 58 57 62
Total 128 130 143
Percentage of pupils School 83 (74) 84 (76) 92 (86)
a NC leve 4 or above National 70 (68) 72 (69) 79 (75)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.

Ethnic background of pupils

No of

pupils
Black — Caribbean heritage 0
Black — African heritage 0
Black — other 0
Indian 1
Pakistani 0
Bangladeshi 0
Chinese 0
White 580
Any other minority ethnic group 0

Thistable refersto pupils of compulsory

school age only.
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Exclusionsin the last school year

Fixed | Permanent
period
Black — Caribbean 0 0
heritage
Black — African 0 0
heritage
Black — other 0 0
Indian 0 0
Pakistani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 0 0
White 0 0
Other minority ethnic 0 0
groups

Thistable gives the number of exclusions of
pupils of compulsory school age, which may
be different from the number of pupils
excluded.




Teachers and classes

Qualified teachers and classes:

Y3-Y6

Tota number of qudified 22
teachers (FTE)

Number of pupils per qudified 27
teacher

Average classsze 311
Education support staff:

Y3-Y6

Total number of education 12
support staff

Tota aggregate hours worked 312

per week

Qualified teachersand support staff:

nursery

Totd number of qudified N/A
teachers (FTE)

Number of pupils per qudified N/A
teacher

Total number of education N/A
support staff

Tota aggregate hours worked N/A
per week

Number of pupils per FTE adult N/A

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Financial information

Financid year 1999/2000
£

Totd income 978809.00
Totd expenditure 960226.00
Expenditure per pupil 1636.00
Baance brought forward from 21662.00
previous year

Bdance carried forward to next 40245.00

year




Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturn rate

Number of questionnaires sent out 581
Number of questionnaires returned 318
Per centage of responsesin each category
Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don’t
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know
My child likes schoal. 56 39 5 0 0
My child is making good progress in school. 54 41 3 1 1
Behaviour in the schoal is good. 47 48 2 0 2
My child gets the right amount of work to 33 54 11 1 0
do a home.
The teaching is good. 58 41 1 0 0
| am kept well informed about how my child 47 48 4 1 0
IS getting on.
| would fed comfortable about approaching 61 35 4 0 0
the school with questions or a problem.
The school expects my child to work hard 68 30 2 0 0
and achieve his or her best.
The school works closgly with parents. 44 50 6 1 0
The school iswdl led and managed. 60 36 2 0 1
The schoal is helping my child become 50 45 4 0 1
mature and responsible.
The school provides an interesting range of 62 35 3 0 0
activities outsde lessons.

Other issuesraised by parents

Some parents commented a the meeting with parents and in writing that they felt that provison for
pupils with specia educationa needs was unsatisfactory. After exhaustive checking of the school’s
records and observations of support in the school, the team concluded that the schoal the high level

of provision for pupils with speciad needs has been maintained.
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