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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Ydding C. E. Primary Schodl is Stuated in arurd setting south west of the county town of
Maidstone. There are 128 pupils on roll, who are drawn from Y adding village and the surrounding
aea. The school isnow popular with parents, and is growing in Sze. Many pupilslive in owner-
occupied housing, with some familiesin rented and loca authority housing. Twelve and a hdf per
cent of pupils are digible for free school meds, which is broadly in line with the nationd average.
Twenty six per cent of pupils are identified as having specia educationa needs, and thistoo is
broadly typicd in nationd terms. There is one pupil with a statement of specia educationa need,
and dl pupils are of white ethnicity. Children are admitted to the school a the beginning of the year
inwhich they arefive. Attainment on entry to the school is average overdl.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Ydding isavery effective school. It successfully develops the potentid of its pupils so that by the
age of deven they are confident, and achieve very good academic standards. Pupils are very eager
to learn, are interested in their work, and behave very well. The qudlity of teaching is good overal,
and in 47 per cent of lessonsit is very good or excelent. The headteacher, staff and governors
work very well together to achieve their am of chalenging and motivating the pupils. The school
provides good vaue for money.

WHAT THE SCHOOL DOESWELL

Standards achieved in English, mathematics and science are well above average by the age of
seven and deven years.

- The school monitors pupils performance and welfare very wdll, and pupils are very well
supported.
Pupils very good attitudes to learning and very good behaviour contribute to the very good
rel ationships within the schoal.

- Teaching is good overdl, and is very good or excellent in 47 per cent of the lessons observed
during the ingpection.

- The headteacher, deputy headteacher, staff and governors al work together very effectively asa
teamn, and provide avery clear vison for the development of the school.

WHAT COULD BE IMPROVED

- Although pupils are given opportunities to develop some independence in their own learning, these
are not aufficently increased as they grow older.

- The development of the premises, both ingde and outside, to provide more space for play,
practical activities and independent research.

- Therate of attendance.
More opportunities for multicultural development across the breadth of the curriculum.
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The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors' action plan.
HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The last ingpection in July 1996 found Y dding to be a good and improving school. The school has
responded well to dl of the key issues from that ingpection. Since then it has continued to improve
in many ways, and progress has been good. These include the implementation of a comprehensive
framework for monitoring, review and evauation, and effective measures to secure an gppropriate
contingency fund. The qudlity of teaching remains good overdl, with a higher proportion of very
good or excellent lessons. Assessment information is being used wdl to develop the curriculum and
to set individud targets for pupilsto achieve. This underpins most of the improvements made since
the last ingpection. The good curriculum is broad and baanced and meets Satutory requirements.
The schoal is now well placed to continue to improve even further.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by 11 year olds based on average point scores in National
Curriculum tegts.

compared with Key
Performance all schools similar schools well above average A
in: 1998 | 1999 | 2000 2000 above average
English A C A A B
mathematics A C B B average C
cience A C B B below average D
well below average E

By the age of 11 years, sandards in English are well above average, and above averagein
meathemeatics and science when compared to al schools nationaly. When compared with schools
with amilar intakes, dandards remain a the same levels. The school’ s performance for English,
mathemeatics and science was well above average in1998, but dipped in 1999. Thiswas dueto an
unusua cohort of pupils. Many pupils had joined the school during Key Stage 2, and athird of the
cohort were on the specia need register. The school exceeded its published targets for 2000 at
Key Stage 1, as dl of the pupils achieved Levd 2 in dl areas. The school’s performance wasin the
highest 5 per cent nationdly in writing and mathemétics. At Key Stage 2 it met its target for English
and narrowly missed them in mathematics. Redligtic targets have been set for pupils performancein
2001. The work pupils were doing during the ingpection confirmed that standards are now well
above average in dl three subjects. In religious education, pupils attainment matches the
requirements of the Localy Agreed Syllabus. Standards are above nationa expectationsin
information and communication technology and physica education at Key Stage 1, and in design
and technology and higtory at both key stages.
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PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school. Very good. Pupils are responsive, responsible and eager to learn.

Behaviour, in and out of Very good throughout the schoal, in lessons and at dl other times.
classrooms.

Persond development and | Pupils are sensible, and accept responsibility. They have amature
relationships. respect for each other and for adults. Relationships are very good.

Attendance. Satifactory.

Pupils enjoy coming to school, and work and play together happily. Their atitudesto learning are
very good, and have a positive effect on both the quality of the education and the standards
achieved. Levdsof atendance have dropped dightly since the last ingpection, mainly due to the
persistent poor attendance of afew pupils.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils: aged up to 5 years aged 5-7 years aged 7-11 years

Lessons seen overal Very good Very good good

Inspector s make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good,;
satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is
adeguate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

The good qudity of teaching reported at the previous ingpection has been sustained. Teaching in 96
per cent of lessons was good or better, including 47 per cent of lessons where teaching was very
good or excdlent. No unsatisfactory lessons were observed during the inspection. In English,
mathematics and science dl lessons were good or better. A particularly good festure of teaching is
the skilful way in which work is planned to provide suitably chalenging work for dl pupils of
differing ability. Thisis possible because teachers know their pupils very well and monitor their
progress carefully. Teachers generdly have avery good knowledge of the subjects that they teach.
Basic skillsin numeracy and literacy are very well taught, and teachers give pupils good
opportunities to practise these skillsin other areas of the curriculum. The qudity of learning isvery
good for children under five and at Key Stage 1, and a Key Stage 2 it isgood. Thisis because
older pupils would benefit from a greater range and frequency of well planned opportunities for
persona study and research particularly in the foundation subjects.
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OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
Thequaity andrangeof | Good overdl. The qudity and range of learning opportunities for the
the curriculum. Foundation Stage and at Key Stage 1 are very good.

Provison for pupils with
gpecid educational needs.

Good at both key stages.

Provison for pupils
persond, including
Siritud, mord, socid and
culturd development.

Provison for pupils spiritud, mord, sociad and cultura development is
very well reflected in the life of the school. Pupils mord development
isvery good. Socid, spiritud and cultural development is good.

How wdll the school cares
for its pupils.

The schoal caresfor its pupils wel within a safe environment.

The school has an effective partnership with parents. Thereisagood curriculum in place that meets
gatutory requirements. The Nationa Numeracy and Literacy Strategies have been securely
established. Planned opportunities for pupils to become independent learners are less well
developed across Key Stage 2. Very good procedures are in place for monitoring pupils persona
and academic development, and this underpins many of the improvements made since the last

ingpection.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and manage- | The leadership of the headteacher is excellent, and with the support of
ment by the headteacher | the deputy headteacher, is very effective. She manages the school

and other key Staff effectively in close partnership with the governing body, and dl provide a

clear sense of purpose.

How well the governors
fulfil their repongbilities

The governors are knowledgeable and are very active in supporting the
school. Their role in shaping the school's direction is very good.

The school’ s evauation of

Very good. The school has aredistic knowledge and understanding of

its performance its strengths and weaknesses through effective monitoring and evaluation.
The drategic use of Very good. While ensuring that Nationa Curriculum requirements are
resources fully met, the school congtantly has to work hard to overcome the

limitations of its buildings.

The headteacher and governors share a clear view of the future development of the school and work
in close partnership. The school’s accommodetion is barely adequate to ddliver the curriculum.
Learning resources are good, athough storage space is a a premium within the school’ s cramped
accommodation. Good improvements have been made in the quadity of information and
communication technology equipment and for access to the Internet.
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PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parentswould like to seeimproved
The behaviour of pupils. - Therange of activities outsde lessons.
School expects childrentowork hardand | - Information about how children are getting on.
achieve ther best. - The school working closdy with parents.
Theway that the school isled and
managed.

Parents fed comfortable about approaching
the school with questions or problems.
Children make good progress.

Teaching is good.

Theway in which the school helps children
to develop mature and responsible
attitudes.

Homework.

Inspectors judgements support parents positive views. A few parents expressed some concerns
about being kept well informed, the range of activities outside lessons, and about the school working
closdly with parents. The findings of the ingpection team do not support these concerns.  Inspectors
consider provison in dl these areas to be at least good.
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PART B: COMMENTARY
HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?
The school’ sresults and achievements

1.  Theschool’sresultsin the 2000 Nationa Curriculum tests for eleven year olds showed that
the proportion of pupils achieving the nationd target of Leve 4 in English and mathematics was
average. The proportion achieving the higher Level 5 was above average in English, but below
average in mathemdtics. In science, the numbers achieving Level 4 were well below average, but
the proportion achieving Level 5 was average. When compared with dl schools nationdly,
standards were well above average in English, and above average in mathematics and science.
When these results are compared with those of smilar schools, which have asmilar proportion of
pupils eigible for free school meds, sandardsin 2000 remained at the same levels. Thereare no
ggnificant differences between the achievement of boys and girls.

2. AtKey Stage 1, an andyss of the 2000 test results shows that the school was very successful
in getting dl pupils to reach the nationd target of Leve 2 in reading, writing and mathemdtics. This
was very high in comparison with the nationd average. When compared to dl schools nationdly,
dandards in reading were well above average, and very high in writing and mathematics. In
comparison with those of amilar schools, sandards were very high in dl three subjects, and in the
top five per cent nationaly.

3. Thesereaults, particularly at Key Stage 2, need to be viewed with some caution because of
the small number of pupilstested. Since each pupil a Key Stage 2 represented 8.3 per cent of the
total, the movement of just one or two individuasto a higher or lower level would significantly ater
theresults. There are consderable year-on-year variations in the Sze of cohorts, profiles of ability
and pupil mobility. These magnify smdl differencesin the attainment of smal groups of pupilsin
comparison with anationd trend or average. Results were well above the nationa average in 1998
but dipped in 1999. The school explains that the decline in 1999 results relates to the composition
of the amdl cohort in which afifth of the pupils had statements of specid educationa needs and
joined the school in Year 4. Results at Key Stage 1 have been consstently above or well above
average since 1997.

4.  Children enter the reception class with awide range of atainment. While some have good
gpeaking skills and a sound generd knowledge, others have limited skillsin communication and little
experience beyond their immediate home environment. Overdl, attainment is broadly average on
entry. Evidence shows that chalenging targets continue to be set throughout the year, and most
children achieve above expectations of the early learning gods by thetimethey arefive. At thetime
of the inspection, seventeen children were under the age of five in the reception class.

5. Obsarvations of children in the classroom, and discussions with teachers shows that children
under five in the reception class are taught the value of ligening carefully. They ligen to storieswell
and respond clearly when asked questions. Most spesk confidently, usualy answering questions
with a sentence and using correct language structure. Most of the children form letters correctly and
write their own names. |n mathematics, most count confidently to 10 and above, and talk about the
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features of smple two- and three-dimensiond shapes. The persona and socid development of the
children under five is good, asthey relate well to each other and to adults and quickly learn to co-
operate in pairs and groups. The children develop a good knowledge and understanding of the
world. They know where they live and have a good awareness of the loca community. They are
aware of how things grow and change and they use computers confidently. The children’s physica
and creetive development isgood. They develop their balancing and climbing skillswell asthey use
large gpparatusin the schoal hdl. They sng tunefully and enthusiagtically and maintain rhythm
accurately. Colour mixing skills are good, asisthe use of brushes and pencils.

6. By theage of seven, pupils achieve sandards well above those expected nationdly in English,
mathematics, and science. In religious education, pupils achieve the standards expected in the
localy agreed syllabus. In information and communication technology, physical education, higtory,
and design and technology, standards are above national expectations, and in al other subjects they
arein linewith what is normaly expected of pupils of thisage. At thetime of the previous
ingpection, standards were reported to be above average in English, mathematics and science.
Standardsin al other subjects were found to be in line with national expectations, except in design
and technology, where attainment was above average. There wasinsufficient evidence to make a
judgement about sandardsin music. Standards at Key Stage 1 have therefore risen in English,
mathematics, science, history, information and communication technology, and physical education.

7. Pupils skillsin spesking and ligtening, reading and writing develop well. They listen carefully,
and show understanding by being able to follow indructions. By the time they are seven, they
become confident, fluent speskersfor their age. Very good teaching and the pupils enthusiasm for
their work contribute to the development of pupils love of literature and their good knowledge of
phonics. Pupilswrite very well because they are confident readers. In most cases, sentences are
correctly punctuated with capitd letters, full stops and speech marks, and the spelling of basic words
isgeneraly secure.

8.  Pupilsmake very good progress in mathematics throughout Key Stage 1. For example,
younger pupils develop killsin adding sngle-digit numbers, initidly by using counting apparatus to
help them. They then move on to more complex work with the introduction of two-digit numbers
and, by the end of Key Stage 1, most pupilsin Year 2 are competent in basic addition. They can
accurately add two-digit numbers and understand that multiplication tables are a quick way of
carrying out multiple additions. Older pupils confidently solve problems using data presented in the
form of pictograms and pie charts. They andyse and interpret the findings, and use this knowledge
to solve ample problems. Pupils have a good knowledge of many two-dimensional and some three-
dimensiona shapes and can sort shapes according to the numbers of vertices, edges and faces.
Teachersin dl classes give good encouragement by listening carefully and gppreciating the quaity of
the answers.

9.  Pupilsmake very good progressin developing skills of scientific enquiry, and learn to make
smple hypotheses as part of their work. For example, pupils design afar experiment to determine
the distance over which arange of sounds can be heard. They record their measurements and enter
them into a data-handling programme, display the results using block graphs, and record their
conclusons usng aword processor. Good use is made of practica activities, for examplein
developing pupils understanding of smple dectricd circuits.

Yading, St Peter And 7
St Paul Primary School



10. InKey Stage 2 pupils build wel on the firm foundations laid in Key Stage 1, and by the age of
eleven they maintain the very good standards achieved at the end of Key Stage 1. Attainment is
well above average in English, mathematics, and science. In rdligious education pupils achieve the
standards expected in the locally agreed syllabus. In desgn and technology, and history standards
are above nationd expectations, and in al other subjectsthey arein line with what is normally
expected of pupils of thisage. At the time of the previous inspection standards were described as
being above average in English, mathematics and science. Standardsin dl other subjects were
found to be in line with nationa expectations, except in design and technology, where attainment was
above average. Standards in information technology were below nationa expectations. There was
insufficient evidence to make ajudgement about sandardsin music. Standards at Key Stage 2 have
therefore risen in English, mathemdtics, science, history, and information and communication
technology.

11. Most pupilsin Key Stage 2 make good progressin al aspects of literacy. They spesk very
clearly with good intonation and use vocabulary that is appropriate to the occasion. By the end of
Year 6, most pupils read longer texts slently, with good concentration and understanding. Higher
attaining pupils show good understanding of avariety of texts, identifying crucia feetures, themes
and characters. They sdlect phrases and sentences when judtifying their views. Pupils attainment in
writing iswell above average because of very good teaching at both key stages and the sound base
whichisesablished in Key Stage 1. By Year 6, pupils extended writing is carefully developed in
paragraphs and very well congtructed. Words are chosen imaginatively and used with precison.

12.  Pupils skillsin usng and manipulating numbersimprove a agood rate as they progress
through Key Stage 2. The emphasis placed on investigative work hel ps pupils to understand that
one of the key skillsin matheméticsis the ability to identify patterns of numbers. By the age of
eeven, many pupils have very good leves of skill across dl dements of the mathematics curriculum.
These range from working with fractions, percentages and ratios, to the measurement of capacity,
and the cdculaion of averages and time differences between time zones around the world. Pupils
can caculate the area and circumference of circles, and are also able to write large totals using
numbers, words and the index notation.

13. Inaddition to skillsin numeracy and literacy, pupils skillsin information technology help them
to make good progress in science throughout Key Stage 2. Pupils of dl ages and abilities are able
to offer hypotheses and to draw smple conclusions from their work. Older pupilsin particular have
agood understanding of the principles of fair testing. By thetime they are at the end of the key
stage, pupils achieve very good levels of understanding in dl areas of science. For example, they
understand the difference between solids, liquids and gases, and can describe smply the
arrangement of molecules in these three different States.

14. Pupils are now making rapid progress in information technology. The school has recently
upgraded its hardware, which has enabled new ranges of skillsto be successfully introduced,
including e-mail and accessto the Internet. Attainment is now above nationa expectation by the age
of seven, and in line with nationd levels by the age of deven. Pupils have made satisfactory
progress over time. However, there is no separate computer suite or areawithin classrooms where
older pupils can carry out independent research by accessing knowledge held dectronically.
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15. Mot pupils make good or very good progressin the mgority of subjects. The high quality of
teaching isa ggnificant factor in sugtaining this across the schooal, asis the system for setting targets
and tracking persona and academic achievement. Pupils very good attitudes aso play an important
part, and pupils are interested in their work and keen to do well. The school uses assessment
information well to plan lessons which chalenge pupils who work at different rates. There are good
examples of thisin English, mathematics and science, where work iswell designed for their particular
needs. However, opportunities for individual learning are often constrained by the premises,
especidly at Key Stage 2, where temporary classrooms are very cramped leaving little space for
storage and for computers or workbenches. Also, thereis no space for aseparate library or
computer suite for research and quiet study.

16. Pupilswith specid educationd needs are identified early and, when they receive specific
support, they make good progressin relation to their individua education plans. In lessons where
no support is provided, pupils with specia educationad needs make good progressin Key Stage 1
and satisfactory progressin Key Stage 2. Anindication of the success of the specid needs
provison isthat pupils are regularly taken off the register of specia educationd needs aswell as
placed onit.

17. The school exceeded its published targets at Key Stage 1, asdl of the pupils achieved Leve
2indl areas. At Key Stage 2 it met itstarget for English but narrowly missed itstargetsin
mathematics. Redlitic targets have been set for pupils performancein 2001. These are based on a
very careful analysis of pupils previous performance, and take account of variationsin the Sze of
cohorts and the numbers of pupils who join or leave the school during Key Stage 2. Assessment
data are andysed to plot the fluctuationsin attainment from year to year, and enables teachers to st
redidtic targets for improvement.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

18. Ovedl, pupils have very good attitudes to their work. This makes a positive contribution to
their learning and is asignificant factor in their high levels of atainment. Attitudes are outstanding in
the Foundation Stage and in Key Stage 1. Pupils enjoy coming to schoal, settle quickly to ther
work and are eager to learn. They listen attentively and respond well to teachers questioning. The
great mgority of pupils are enthusiagtic, well motivated and show pridein their work. Inlessons
where work is chalenging and simulating, pupils responseis excdlent. For example, pupilsin a

Y ear 4 science lesson were given the opportunity to design and carry out their own investigations to
compare the absorbency of different types of paper. They were very focused on their work and
took red enjoyment from their success in coping with this challenging task. Pupils maintained high
levels of concentration, and worked co-operatively and collaboratively together.

19. The school continues to operate as an orderly community. Behaviour isvery good in and
around the schoal, during lessons and in the playground. Given the unusud layout of the school Site,
pupils respond and behave in a trustworthy and sensible manner. They show respect for their
teachers and respond pogtively to their high expectations of good behaviour. Pupils are very polite
and courteous, readily offering help to visitors. Incidents of poor behaviour are rarely seen, and no
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bullying or Sgns of harassment were seen during the inspection. There have been no exclusons
during the previous academic yesr.

20. Rdationships between al members of the school community are very good. The ability of
teaching and support staff to work as a very strong team provides a very good model for pupils.
Thefruits of these poditive relationships are seen in lessons, where pupils co-operate well in paired
and group work, and share tasks equaly. Pupils are able to gppreciate the needs and fedlings of
others, listen well to each other, and show respect for one another’ s values and beliefs.

21. Pupilsrespond well to opportunities to promote their personal development. They take part
inagood range of extra curricular activities, participate in musical concerts and loca sporting events,
and raise funds for local and national charities. Pupils are willing to take on responsibilities which
support the smooth-running of the school. For example, house captains and prefects diligently and
conscientioudy assst with assemblies and act as milk monitors. Older pupils help and care for
younger pupils a lunchtime. Although pupils are given opportunities to develop some independence
in their own learning, these are not sufficiently increased as they grow older.

22. Ovedl, atendance at the school is satisfactory. Levels of atendance have dropped dightly
snce the last ingpection, mainly due to the persstent poor atendance of afew pupils. Thereisa
structured start to the school day and pupils respond well to these arrangements. Registers are
taken quickly and efficiently. The greet mgority of pupils arrive & school ontime. Pupils
satisfactory attendance and punctudity, and their very positive atitudes to school, make a postive
contribution to their levels of atainment and progress.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

23. Theoverdl qudity of teaching isgood. In the lessons observed during the ingpection, teaching
was very good in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, and at Key Stage 2 it was good. No
unsatisfactory lessons were observed. Planned opportunities for pupils to become independent
learners are less well developed across Key Stage 2, particularly in the foundation subjects. Thisis
the key factor which accounts for the variation in quality between key stages.

24. Forty-seven per cent of the teaching was very good or better, forty-nine per cent was good
and four per cent satisfactory. In the Foundation Stage, fifty per cent of the lessons were very good
or better, and the remainder were good. In Years 1 and 2, teaching was very good or better in Six
out of ten lessons, and the rest were good. The qudlity of teaching in Y ears 3 to 6 was very good or
better in four out of ten lessons, and good in five out of ten. Onelesson in ten was satisfactory. This
represents good improvement on the findings of the previous inspection when less ‘very good or
excdlent’ teaching was noted. The wesknesses relating to the marking of work and the planning of
lessons based on pupils' prior learning, identified in the previous ingpection report, have been very
successfully addressed. Parents indicate they are happy with the quality of teaching at the school.

25. Examplesof very good and excdllent teaching were seen throughout the school. During these
lessons, pupils benefited sgnificantly from chalenging tasks which captured their attention and
focussed well on previous learning. Pupils were challenged to do well through interesting tasks
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which they recognised to be worthwhile. An excdlent example of this high qudity, imaginative
teaching was observed in a'Year 1 science lesson, where pupils were actively involved in comparing
the size of shadows. Pupils were encouraged to work independently and to discover for
themsdves. However, qudity isnot dways present. In some lessonsin geography and religious
education for the oldest pupils, for example, the lack of opportunity for pupils to select information
from avariety of sources, limits the development of independent learning skills. Thisis made worse
by the absence of a school library or separate computer suite.

26. A feature common to good and better teaching is the effective management of pupils.
Teachers exercise clear and fair authority and pupils fed secure, motivated and confident.
Classroom routines are very well established and have a positive effect on the progress pupils make
inther learning. In dl these lessons, the good relationships established are used to raise the
standards of pupils work. ThiswasseeninaYear 2 art lesson, where pupils happily discussed
their work with each other and adults, and made very good progressin a secure, supportive
environment. Similarly, the way in which aliteracy lesson was presented in the Reception class
resulted in open-mouthed wonder, and the children made excellent progress as aresult of the very
good atmosphere based on high expectations and trust. All subjects except religious education and
physical educeation are taught to a consstently high standard. The examples of good and very good
teaching in most subjects were closaly linked to the level of expectation. For example, pupilsina

Y ear 4 stience lesson made very good progress in their learning due mainly to the interesting nature
of thework, and the class teachers high expectations of pupils involvement. Inavery smdl
number of lessons, where teachers do not have these high expectations, some pupils play apassve
role and lose interest. There was no chance of this happening in avery good Year 6 literacy lesson,
during which pupils in a booster group made very good progress in understanding the importance of
persuasve writing. Thiswas due largdly to the pace of the activities and carefully planned tasks
matched to the needs of pupils who learn at different rates.

27.  Support for pupils with specia educational needsis also based on a close andysis of their
needs. Consequently, these pupils are well taught when they are withdrawn for specidist help.
They take part in carefully chosen activities that engage them mentaly, physically and emotionaly.
As aresult, these sessons are productive and happy because pupils redise they are making good
progress. Individua education plans are appropriate. The support assstants are well involved in
class planning, and they play a vaduadle role in giving these pupils gppropriate help and support.
Teachers are dso aware of the needs of higher attaining pupils and generdly use targeted questions
well to chdlenge these pupils or demand that they explain their answers more fully. However, these
pupils would benefit from a grester range and frequency of well planned opportunities for persond
study and research.

28. Theteaching of literacy and numeracy isvery good. The school has successfully implemented
the recommendations of the Nationa Literacy and Nationa Numeracy Strategies and these are
making a strong contribution to standards of learning. As a conseguence, lessons are wel planned
with tasks that are closely matched to pupils needs. This meansthat pupilslearn a avery good
pace and most enjoy the chdlenging tasks. The qudity of the teaching and learning is the main
reason for the improvement in sandards in English, mathematics and science. Teachers know what
pupils need to learn, having used prior assessment well in planning. Plenary sessons are well used
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to consolidate learning and provide very good opportunities for reflection on the progress madein
lessons.

29. Thehigh qudity teaching throughout the school reflects teachers very good al-round subject
knowledge. Thisisevident in the very good qudity planning both for the individua lessons and for
longer periods of time, especidly in literacy, numeracy and science. Throughout the school,
teachers depth of understanding iswell used to underpin clear explanations and incisve questioning
to help pupils extend their thinking. Staff know when and how to assess pupils knowledge and
understanding through timely observations, conversations and questioning. Often these inaghts help
the teacher to remedy misunderstandings or extend what has been learnt. Asaresult, the teaching
of the basic skills required for dl subjects, isvery good. For example, pupilsinaYear 6 lesson
made very good gainsin their understanding of how to use embedded clauses to creste complex
sentences, because the teaching contained lucid explanations based on very good subject
knowledge.

30. Teachersensure that teaching assstants, parents and other helpers are aware of the aims of
the lesson. The consstent and hardworking approach of the support staff effectively supports
learning throughout the school.

31. A good range of methods and strategies supports learning. Teachersinterest pupilsin their
tasks and as a consequence pupils concentrate hard and maintain a good work rate. During written
work, teachers circulate to monitor progress, correct misunderstandings, present new challenges and
draw together ideas. Teaching in smdl groups hel ps pupils to understand and review their
weeknesses. For example, pupils with specia educationa needs and those in Similar attainment
groups benefit from close individua support and sensitive use of questioning. This draws out
information from pupils, develops their understanding and makes them think harder and express their
thoughts more precisdy. However, introductionsin asmal number of lessons are too long, and
pupils lose interest because they are not sufficiently involved in the lesson.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILS?

32. Thequality and range of learning opportunities are good overal. The school provides a broad
range of curricular and other opportunities which meet the needs of dl pupils, including those with
specid educationd needs. The baance of the curriculum was a key issue at the time of the previous
ingpection, and this has been successfully addressed. The curriculum is now broad and ba anced,
and the time dlocated to each subject is appropriate. The amount of time devoted to literacy and
numeracy isgood. The curriculum has been adjusted to reflect Curriculum 2000, and the
effectiveness of these changes will be reviewed at the end of the academic year.

33. Thecurriculum for the Foundation Stage is very good. There is a strong emphasis on literacy
and numeracy and on developing pupils persond and socid skills.

34. Thecurriculum for pupils up to the age of seven in Key Stage 1 is very good, whereas a Key
Stage 2 itisgood. Thisis because planned opportunities for pupils to become independent learners
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arelesswdl developed across Key Stage 2. Opportunities for individual learning are often
congrained by the limited accommodation especidly by the end of the key stage, where temporary
classrooms are very cramped and leave little space for storage and for computers or workbenches.
Also, thereis no separate library or computer suite for research and quiet study, athough teachers
work hard to provide opportunities within the classsoom. The Nationd Literacy and Numeracy
Strategies have been successfully implemented, and are very effective in developing literacy and
numeracy killsin dl areas of the curriculum.

35. The school's provision for persona, socia and hedlth education isgood. Pupils have avery
good understanding of hedlth issues; including how to keep themsdves hedthy and fit, which they
sudy in science and physicd education. Persond socid and hedth education is regularly promoted
throughout the school. The governors have put into place effective policies for sex education and
drugs awareness.

36. Curriculum planning is good, and the use of two-year cycles of work helps teachers to plan
appropriately for different age groups within the mixed aged class. Similar topics are covered in
both cycdes so that, dthough pupils may vidt a particular topic more than once, they will re-vidt it a
ahigher leve than previoudy. Thisresultsin pupils continuing to make good progress as they move
through the school. For each key stage, there are ‘ curriculum maps' that set out in very brief terms
what isto be taught in each term. These are underpinned by more detailed medium-term plans,
which provide a sound basis for detailed short-term planning. Most short-term plans have clear
learning objectives, with specific planned activities for different age groups or ability groups where
goppropriate. Individud policy documents arein place for al subjects and for most aspects of the
curriculum and schooal life in generd. The headteacher monitors planning for other groups and
classes, and dso monitors the quality of teaching. Ongoing assessment is very good, and long-term
assessment is very comprehengve. The use of assessment information to guide curriculum planning
is very good, and underpins the progress made since the last ingpection.

37. Provisonfor equa opportunitiesis very good. Among al staff there is a strong awareness of
equa opportunity issues, and they provide good role modds. All pupils have equa accessto
activities gppropriate to their sage of development. The school provides a broad range of
opportunities to meet the interests, gptitudes and particular needs of dl pupils. Effective strategies
are used to teach the basic skills of literacy and numeracy. The classroom provision is adso well
organised to meet the needs of pupils with specid educationa needs and dlows them full and equal
access to the curriculum.  Arrangements for individual education plans are effective and The Code of
Practice regulations are fully met. Provision for forma interviews and regular contacts with parents
are good and contribute well to their learning.

38. Thereisagood range of extra-curricular activities, and educationa trips and vidts extend the
curriculum.  Sporting activitiesinclude footbal, netbal and rounders. The schoal is successful in the
locd inter-school sporting competitions. All teams are open to both boys and girls. There are many
vigtsto locd places of interest, and pupils visit France to boost ther learning in French. This vist
dternates with aresdentia vigt to the Ide of Wight. Thelocad church and the village are wdll used
to enhance the work in religious education, history and geography. Good opportunities are
provided for pupilsto develop ‘life skills. For example, pupils take cycling proficiency lessons,
paticipate in a Safety in Action Campaign, and are fully involved in village life.
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39. Linkswith partner indtitutions are good. There are regular meetings for head teachers and for
co-ordinators within the locd pyramid of schools.

40. Theprovison for pupils spiritud, mord, socid and cultural development is good overdl.
Parents support the school’ s work in this area of their children’s development.

41. Provison for pupils spiritua development isgood. It isfostered mainly through assemblies,
the programme for religious education and subjects such as English, science and dance. Assemblies
in particular create an atmosphere that encourages spiritual awareness, and provide opportunities for
pupilsto reflect on their own lives and those of others. For example, pupils were asked to think
about what Jesus was like and how he helped, loved, healed, and gave hope to others. Pupils
exemplary playing of recorders as the school enters the hdl for assembly, contributes significantly to
the creation of aspiritua amosphere. The acts of worship meet Satutory requirements.

42. Thereisvery good provison for pupils mora development. All staff provide very good role
modds for pupils, reinforcing the values set out by the school. Teachers have very high expectations
of good behaviour, which are consstently applied across the whole school. Pupils mora
development isreinforced in assemblies, as they consder the life of Jesus and listen to stories about
mord dilemmas. For example, pupils were encouraged to think about the difference between right
and wrong when listening to a story about a boy who, because it was dark and no one was looking,
decided to sted some oranges. Pupils showed that they fully understood the implications of the
boys actions by the discussion that followed. Pupils are encouraged to be self-disciplined; the
nature of the lay-out of the school site means that high expectations are placed on pupils to behave
sensbly when moving between buildings.

43. Theprovison for pupils socid development isgood. Pupils are encouraged to relate
positively to one another. From an early age, they are encouraged to work together collaboratively
in parsand groups. Older pupils are given arange of responsbilitiesto help teachers, and aid the
smooth running of the school. They dso care for younger pupils, particularly at lunchtime. House
captains and prefects have specific tasks, such as helping to prepare the hall for assembly, leading
out classes after assembly and acting as milk monitors. Pupils regularly take part in raising funds for
both nationd and locd charities. For example, they have raised funds for orphansin Zambiaand a
loca hospice for children with cancer. The school’ s strong links with the local community, and both
day and resdentid vidits, provide good opportunities for pupils persona and socia development.
Pupils are encouraged to take respongibility for their own development through setting their own
targets. However, teachers do not provide enough opportunities for pupils to take responsbility for
their own learning as they get older, which restricts their capacity to show inititive.

44. Provisonfor cultura development isgood. School visits make agood contribution to pupils
cultura awvareness. The school continues to make good use of the village and surroundings such as
Y dding Fen, Cabtree Museum, and Y ading Organic Garden. Tripsto London, the Ide of Wight
and France enable pupilsto develop a greater understanding of their own and other cultures.
Combining music and dance enhances pupils culturd development. An example of thiswasseenin
a'Year 5/6 creative dance lesson, where pupils created an expressive response through dance to the
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theme of war using music by famous composers such as Prokofiev, Stravinsky and Brahms. Art
and music make strong
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contributions through the study of work by great artists, such as Monet, Van Gogh and O’ Keefe
and listening to famous compositions such as‘ The Planets by Gustav Holst. Pupils awareness of
the theatre is devel oped and broadened through visiting theatre companies. However, asin the
findings of the last ingpection, there are few opportunities for pupilsto learn of other culturd
traditions, particularly those of a non-western nature.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

45.  Sincethe last ingpection, the school has continued to provide good support and guidance for
its pupilsin line with its sated ams. The school provides a caring environment in which pupils
flourish and develop because it supports, encourages and values them asindividuas. Pupilsare
happy to come to school and parents fed that the school offerstheir children good levels of support
and guidance.

46. Child protection procedures are firmly in place and training of staff is up-to-date. Records
are conscientioudy kept, and any pupils causing concern are carefully monitored. Fully trained first
alders support the school’ s good procedures for ensuring the health and safety of its pupils.
Accidents and injuries are well documented. Medication and inhalers are appropriately stored and
their adminigtration is carefully recorded. Regular safety checks and fire practices are carried out
and reported to the governing body. The school’ s hedth and safety arrangements have recently
been reviewed and follow the county guidelines. The hedth and safety issuesidentified at the last
ingpection have been addressed.

47. Proceduresto monitor and improve attendance are satisfactory. The school has good links
with the educationd welfare officer, who vists the school gpproximately once aterm to follow up
any concerns over long-term absence or attendance issues. However, monitoring of attendance
within the school could be improved to ensure that attendance levels do not fal any further.

48. The school has very effective procedures for monitoring and promoting good behaviour. The
behaviour policy is an effective tool to promote good behaviour and discipline, and it is condstently
applied by al adults. Pupils have been involved in developing school rules, but the accent is on slf-
discipline and mutua respect so that pupils are trustworthy in dl Stuations. The close proximity of
good adult role modd s throughout the school day undoubtedly has a very positive effect on the
pupils. A strong emphasisis placed on promoting pupils understanding of the sgnificance of good
behaviour within the context of their own persond development. There are good procedures for
pupils whose behaviour is causing concern: parents are involved, communication is aided with a
‘contact book’ for exchange of information; records of behaviour are kept and monitored, and help
and advice are given by the behaviour support services. There are good procedures in place for
monitoring and eiminating oppressive behaviour. Any incidents are taken serioudy and dedlt with

appropriatdly.

49. Sincethelast ingpection, the school’ s procedures for monitoring and supporting pupils
academic progress have improved, and are now very good. Teachers keep rigorous notes of
pupils progress, paticularly in English, mathematics and science. Pupils are identified and
monitored to ensure that they are placed in correct groups, and within those groups, work is fully
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matched to their individua needs. Each term, pupils are involved in setting their own targets for
numeracy and literacy. Older pupils use target cards which specify areas for development. Pupils
persond development is monitored very well in an informa way, usng the very good knowledge the
headteacher and dl aff have of the pupils.

50. The procedures for assessing pupils attainment and progress have improved considerably
snce the last ingpection and are now very good. Thereisnow a clear understanding of the purpose
and use of assessment. The arrangements for testing pupils each haf term in numeracy and reading,
and a the beginning and end of each academic year in Spdling, provide a very good bass for
tracking pupils achievement and setting targets. Each haf term, pupils undertake amgjor piece of
writing which encompasses what they have learnt during that half term. Records are kept on dl
pupils, and levels of attainment are passed on to their next class teacher. At the end of the year,
subject co-ordinators moderate work in science, numeracy and literacy in order to sandardise
teachers judgements on attainment. The school is at present preparing to computerise data to
enable it to collect and andyse information more eedlly.

51. The school’s very good use of assessment informeation to guide planning, underpins many of
the improvements made since the last ingpection. Assessment data are analysed to plot the
fluctuations in attainment from year to year, and enables teachers to identify clearly any areasfor
improvement. For example, analyss showed that ‘writing' was an area for improvement, so
adjustments were made to the literacy provison in order to dlow more time in the timetable.

52. The schoal effectively supports pupils with specid educationd needsto meet targets set in
their individua education plans and statements. Teachers are fully aware of the differing needs of
these pupils. Thereisvery good use of assessment procedures to identify pupils with specia
educationa needs. The headteacher maintains aregister of specia educationa needs pupils. There
are good procedures for placing pupils on the regigter, for keeping parents informed, and for
reviewing progress regularly. The school meets the requirements outlined in pupils statements of
educational needs.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

53. Theschool has maintained its very good partnership with parents. The overdl views of
parents who returned their questionnaires and of those who attended the meeting with parents were
very podtive. A few parents expressed some concerns about being kept well informed, about the
range of activities outsde lessons, and about the school working closdy with parents. The findings
of the ingpection team do not support these concerns.

54. Thequdity of information provided for parentsis good overal. Parents receive good
information through awell-presented school prospectus and regular newdetters. Annud reports
about their children’s progress contain very good information about how their children are getting on
and how they can further improve their work. Parents are offered two consultation evenings a year,
and afurther opportunity to discuss their children’sreport. They are encouraged to talk to teachers
about any concerns they may have whenever they fed the need to do so. The school has provided
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curriculum information for parents through literacy and numeracy workshops. The governors
annua report to parents provides satisfactory information.

55. Resourcesfor special educationa needs are satisfactory. Specific grants received by the
school for additiona support for pupils with statements of educationa need are used effectively for
that purpose.

56. Parentsare encouraged to help in school and provide effective support with reading, practica
activities and swvimming. Parents support the school by attending consultation evenings, school
plays, dass assemblies and sporting events. They contribute to their children’s learning a home
through reading, number work and occasiond projects.

57. The school iswdl supported by a very active parent teacher association. Their socid and
fund-raising events make a sgnificant contribution to the life and work of the school and play a
centrd role in the village community.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

58. Thequdlity of leadership and management is very good overal. The persond leadership of
the headteacher is excdlent. She manages the schoal effectively in close partnership with the
governing body, and al provide a clear sense of purpose. Thisisamagjor factor contributing to the
good progress the school has made in many areas of its work since the previous inspection.
Teaching saff are committed to improving pupils atainment and are very good &t reflecting criticaly
on their practice. There are very good relationships within the school, a strong sense of teamwork
among al staff, and a degp sense of pridein the school.

59. Theschool isvery well led and managed day to day. Good communication systems ensure
thet dl saff are kept informed, and well-established routines contribute to the smooth running of the
school.

60. The commitment of the Chair of Governorsis consderable. Under her leadership, the
governing body is effectively organised and successtully fulfilsits obligations in monitoring the work
of the schoal. Itsrolein shaping the direction of the school isvery good. Governors have avery
clear understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the schoal; they frequently vist, and many
work hard to provide practical help. Governors successfully fulfil their role as “critica friend’ to the
school. They are very active in holding the school to account for its performance and discussing
ways in which stlandards may be improved. For instance, the nationa test results are andysed in
detall by the headteacher and governors, and redigtic and chdlenging targets for an improvement are
set. Performance targets are aso set for the headteacher and her deputy, which are reviewed
annudly. All satutory requirements are fully met.

61. Following the last ingpection in July 1996, an action plan was prepared in response to the key
issues identified for future improvement. Mot of the points contained in these key issues have been
successfully addressed. They are asfollows:
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62. Keylssuel ‘Improve planning for curriculum balance to ensure that the overall
allocations of time are reflected in termly and weekly plans.’

63. Progress has been good. The school responded by criticaly analysing curriculum time. Plans
were adjusted, and the curriculum is now broad and balanced. Adjustments have recently been
made to reflect Curriculum 2000, and the effectiveness of these changes will be reviewed at the end
of the academic year.

64. Key Issue2 ‘Addressweaknessesin the assessment of pupils work to support the
monitoring of progress and standards.’

65. Progress has been very good. Very good assessment procedures are now in place, and long-
term assessment is very comprehensive. The use of assessment information to guide curriculum

planning is very good.
66. Keyissue3 ‘Improve standards for information technology in Key stage 2.’

67. Progress has been satisfactory. The school responded to this key issue by implementing
supported school sdif review. Standards have improved, and are now in line with national
expectations. Recent ingtalation of anetwork in al classrooms with access to the World Wide
Web means the school in now very well placed to make even more progressin this area.

68. Key Issue4 ‘Ensurethat outdoor and adventurous activities are provided in key
Sage 2 physical education.’

69. Progress has been good. The school responded to this key issue by arranging bi-annuad vigts
to the Ide of Wight for courses in orienteering, and aresidentid vigt for dl pupilsin Year 5/6.

70. Ovedl improvement snce the last inspection has been good. Standards have risen in English,
mathematics and science. The curriculum, previoudy satisfactory, is now good, and the school’s
partnership with its parentsis very good.

71. The school development planisgood. It setsout clear priorities for the future devel opment of
the school. The plan is securely based on evauations of previous progress, and contains adequate
detall of targets to be achieved during the current year.

72. The headteacher very effectively co-ordinates provison for pupils with specia educationa
needs. The school careswell for those of its pupils who need particular attention in their learning
and behaviour. Thereis good and appropriate liaison between the specia educationa needs co-
ordinator, classroom teachers, classroom support assistants and outside agencies. The specia
needs governor isfully involved in this area of the schodl’ s provison. She meets regularly with the
co-ordinator, and keeps the governing body fully informed.

73. The school makes very good use of its resources. Staff are effectively deployed. Very good
use is made of the resources of the loca community, including the skills and tdents of its governors
and parents. Finances are carefully managed and the effects of spending decisons are closdy
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monitored. Issuesof ‘best value are dways pursued. Resources for specia educationa needs are
satisfactory. The hard working secretary efficiently manages the day-to-day administration of the
school and plays awider role by establishing awarm, caring and sengtive ethos when dedling with
parents and vigtors.

74. The school’s accommodation is bardly adequate to deliver the curriculum, and the staff
congtantly have to work hard to overcome its limitations. Opportunities for individud learning are
often congtrained by the premises, especialy towards the end of Key Stage 2. Temporary
classrooms for the juniors are very cramped leaving little space for storage, or for computers and
workbenches. Provison for research and quiet study are severely limited by the lack of a separate
library or computer suite. Also, there are no separate changing facilities for physica education. This
means that the oldest pupils of both sexes have to change at the same time in their cramped
temporary classroom. The school hasasmadl hdl that is dso used as agymnasum. However, this
isof anunusud shape which limits the space available for the oldest pupils to develop ther
gymnastic skills. Overdl, stocks of books and equipment are good and enable al subjectsto be
taught effectively. The recent investment in information technology gives pupils access to the Internet
for research. The school iswell saffed, and training needs are clearly identified within the school
development plan. All teechers regularly atend in-service training to ensure that their skills are
congtantly updated.

75. Thegovernors are very aware of the shortcomings of the accommodation and have
commissioned architects to produce drawings for two new classrooms. Building permisson has
been obtained, but money has not been forthcoming to enable work to gart.

76. A widerange of indicators, including the qudity of teaching, the improvement since the last
ingpection, the qudity of leadership, and the very good standards achieved, show that the schoal is
effective. Although unit costs are high, they are typical of most small schools and therefore the
schoal gives good vaue for money.
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WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?
77. Inorder to build on the school's many strengths, the headteacher, staff and governors should:

Provide increased opportunities across the curriculum for pupils to become independent learners,
especidly as they move through Key Stage 2.

Reconsider the development of the premises both inside and outside, to provide more space and
fedilities for outdoor play, practica activities and independent research.

Increase the rate of attendance.

Develop more opportunities for multicultural development across the breadth of the curriculum.
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of |essons observed 49
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 20

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excdlent | Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor | Very Poor

8.2 38.8 49 4.1 0 0 0

The table gives the percentage of teaching observed in each of the seven categories used to make
judgements about |essons.

I nformation about the school’s pupils

Pupils on the school’sroll YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) 128
Number of full-time pupils digible for free school meds 16
Special educational needs YR-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of specia educational needs 1
Number of pupils on the school’ s specia educationa needs register 33
English as an additional language No of
pupils
| Number of pupils with English as an additiond language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usud time of first admission 6
Pupils who left the school other than at the usud time of leaving 7
Attendance

Unauthorised absence
Authorised absence

% %
School data 6.0 School data 0
National comparetive data 5.2 National comparative data 0.5
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Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest

complete reporting year.

Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1

Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 1 Year | Boys | Girls | Total
for the latest reporting year 2000 12 5 17
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Numbers of pupils a Boys 12 12 12
NC Levd 2 and above Girls 5 5 5
Totd 17 17 17
Percentage of pupils School 100 (80) 100 (92) 100 (80)
at NC Leve 2 or above Nationa 84 (82) 85 (83) 90 (87)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Numbers of pupils a Boys 12 12 12
NC Leve 2 and above Girls 5 5 5
Tota 17 17 17
Percentage of pupils School 100 (92) 100 (80) 100 (80)
at NC Level 2 or above National 84 (82) 100 (86) 88 (87)
Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2
Number of registered pupilsin fina year of Key Stage 2 Year | Boys | Girls | Total
for the latest reporting year 2000 6 6 12
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Numbers of pupils a Boys 3 4 4
NC Leve 4 and above Girls 6 5 5
Tota 9 9 9
Percentage of pupils School 75 (73) 75 (67) 58 (87)
a NC Leve 4 or above National 75 (70) 72 (69) 85 (78)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Numbers of pupils at Boys 3 3 2
NC Levd 4 and above Girls 6 5 5
Total 9 8 7
Percentage of pupils School 75 (67) 67 (67) 75 (67)
at NC Leve 4 or above Nationa 70 (68) 72 (69) 80 (75)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Ethnic background of pupils Exclusionsin the last school year

No of Fixed | Permanent
pupils period
Black — Caribbean heritage 0 Black — Caribbean 0 0
heritage
Black — African heritage 0 Black — African heritage 0 0
Black — other 0 Black — other 0 0
Indian 0 Indian 0 0
Pakistani 0 Pakistani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 0 Chinese 0 0
White 111 White 0 0
Any other minority ethnic group 0 Other minority ethnic 0 0
groups
This table refersto pupils of compulsory This table gives the number of exclusions of
school age only. pupils of compulsory school age, which may be
different from the number of pupils excluded.
Teachers and classes Financial information

Qualified teachers and classes:

YR-Y6
Totd number of qudified teachers 6 Financid year 1999/2000
(FTE)
Number of pupils per qudified 21.31
teacher
Average classsze 25.6 £
Totd income 212391.00
Education support staff: Tota expenditure 210340.00
YR-Y6
Tota number of education support 3 Expenditure per pupil 1795.00
daff
Tota aggregate hours worked per 41 Baance brought forward from 3520.00
week previous year
Bdance carried forward to next 5571.00
year
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Results of the survey of parentsand carers

Quedtionnairereturn rate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes schoal.

My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do
at home.

The teaching is good.

| am kept well informed about how my child
IS getting on.

| would fed comfortable about approaching
the school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard
and achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswdl led and managed.

The schoal is helping my child become
mature and responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outsde lessons.

Number of questionnaires sent out 128
Number of questionnaires returned 40
Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know
62.5 25 7.5 2.5 25
50 42.5 7.5 0 0
22.5 77.5 0 0 0
40 50 10 0 0
52.5 40 0 0 7.5
50 30 20 0 0
62.5 32.5 5 0 0
62.5 37.5 0 0 0
45 35 175 0 25
47.5 47.5 5 0 0
47.5 45 25 0 5
40 375 20 0 25
26
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PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE
CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

78. Atthetime of the ingpection there were saventeen children under the age of fivein the
reception class. Arrangements for admission to the reception class are very good, and include
mestings with parents and a helpful information booklet. Parents are welcome to stay with their
children when they first sart school, until they are confident that their child is settled and happy. The
co-ordinator makes weekly vists to the loca playgroup so that the children know her well before
they gtart in the reception class.

79.  Children enter the reception class with awide range of attainment. While some have good
gpeaking skills and a sound generd knowledge, others have limited skillsin communication and little
experience beyond their immediate home environment. Overdl, attainment is broadly average on
entry.

80. Theindoor and outdoor spaceis limited, and this retricts on the range of activities the school
can offer the children. For example, the secure outdoor play areais small and uncovered.
Opportunities for outdoor play with arange of large toys and climbing apparatus are therefore
restricted, particularly during wet weather. However, the school works hard to offer children under
five arich, varied curriculum, and is successful in doing this. Children are involved in an exciting
range of well-gructured activities. This curricular provison shows avery significant improvement
gnce the last ingpection when it was reported to be sound with many good festures. Learning is
promoted through practica experiences in the well-organised, secure, and happy learning
environment. Early literacy and numeracy are well developed through very well structured teaching.
There is astrong emphasis on the teaching of basic ills, and children have many opportunitiesto
work together and independently.

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

81l. Thedevedopment of children’s persond and socid development is given high priority and
underpins al the work in the reception class. Teaching isthis area of the curriculum is very good.
Children settle well into a caring and safe environment where high expectations are fostered. They
are encouraged to listen to others, to share, to take turns and to relate positively to adults. Asa
result, very positive relationships are soon forged. During the inspection, children were observed
changing quickly and independently for physical education lessons. This illudtrates the emphas's
placed on the development of children's salf esteem, confidence and independence. As areaullt,
children respond positively to new chalenges, displaying enthusiasm and enjoyment in their work
and play. They ligten attentively and soon begin to sustain concentration for longer periods. They
behave very well and gain agood understanding of right and wrong. The well-dructured activities
support children’s persona and socid development effectively, encouraging co-operative play and
consderation for others. The adultsin the class are careful to promote good practice in hedth and
safety, and hands are washed carefully at the end of activities and before egting.
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LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

82. Children make very good progressin dl areas of language because of the very high qudity
teaching they receive. A sgnificant number of children have alimited vocabulary when they first
come to school and are unable to engage in extended conversations with adults. Rich opportunities
are provided for children to improve their speaking and listening skills through stories, poems and
rhymes. Inan excdlent literacy lesson, children listened in awe as the teacher read them the story of
‘The Three Little Pigs. The qudity of the teecher’ s reading held children spellbound. The learning
Support assstant was very actively engaged helping and supporting the children throughout the
lesson, and made a very effective contribution to children’s progress and the qudity of their learning.
Asaresult of this very high qudity teaching, children of dl abilities are enthusiastic about books and
can enthusadticaly retd| soriesthey have heard. Ther writing is developing well and challenging
targets are being set. Examples of these targets for ther first haf term in school are: to use capitals
at the beginning of names; to write their own names; to hear all soundsin 3-letter words; to
say theinitial phoneme in a word; begin to write own words; to start |etters at the top.
Evidence shows that challenging targets continue to be set throughout the year, and children achieve
above expectations by thetimethey arefive. The emphasis placed on early reading and writing
killsis evident in the planning for many of classroom activities.

MATHEMATICS

83. Theteaching of this aspect isvery good. Children learn to count with increasing confidence
and work well when investigating numbers. In one very good activity, the teacher promoted very
good learning in ordering numbersto five, and described the postion of these numbers from first to
fifth. Children continued to consolidate and extend their learning as they engaged in avariety of
number-based activities. Each activity was carefully matched to the children’ s differing needs.
Adults introduce mathematical |anguage very effectively; consequently children quickly begin to
name shapes such as circles and triangles. Children accurately use terms such as ‘ more than’ and
‘lessthan’, and learn to write numberswell. Many are familiar with the early concepts of addition
and subtraction, and experience a good range of practica activities to further their understanding of
number, shape and measures. Again, chalenging mathematical targets continue to be set throughout
the year, and children achieve above the expectations of the early learning gods by the timethey are
five

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD

84. Children make very good progressin their knowledge and understanding of the world. They
talk with interest about experiences and events which have taken place in and out of school. Well-
planned activities, such as nature waks around the school, are used successfully to develop thelr
knowledge of nature and of the local area. Asaresult, they are able to talk about, and describe
with confidence, features of the locd environment. Children are encouraged to observe the passing
of the seasons and to describe the wesather. Information and communication skills are very well
taught and are used well to support teaching and learning. Children were observed opening
programmes and controlling the
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mouse effectively to move objects on the screen, and to ‘fill” shapes with colour. They know mgor
sources of natural and man-made light and how shadows are formed. Children develop agood
undergtanding of their own persond history through the use of photographs and toys, and through
gpesking to parents and grandparents. By the time they are five, most children exceed the expected
standard.

CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT

85. Children make very good progress in their cregtive development. Thereisavery good
balance between guided activities and opportunities for children to fredy explore. For example,
they paint and draw with increasing control when working on dot pictures based on Aborigind art.
They experiment with mixing paint to achieve adesred effect. Opportunities for imaginative play are
gimulating and children make good use of the Wendy House and role-play cabinet generoudy
donated by the parents association. They experiment with different musica instruments to make
patterns with sounds. In music lessons, they quickly learn the words of songs such as * Pass Teddy
Round the Room’ and choose instruments to accompany their snging. Such experiences make a
good contribution to children’s spiritua, socia and culturd development.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

86. Children make good progressin developing their physical control, mobility and awareness of
goace. By thetimethey arefive, they demondrate average atainment in physical development.
Physical education lessons in the school hal and playground provide good opportunities for children
to learn to move in space, to improve their balance and develop physicdl kills. 1n these lessons, the
teacher ensuresthat children work safely, but at the same time encourages independence. The daff
know the children very well and target the development of individud children’s skills. However, the
gpace for frequent and free physica outdoor play with arange of large toys and climbing apparatus
isinadeguate. Consequently, children’s attainment in this aspect is only in line with whet is expected
when they arefive. Fine motor skills are well developed as children use tools such as scissors,
crayons, and congtruction kits in their work.

TEACHING

87. Thequdity of teaching isvery good. Staff are cdm and friendly in their management of
children, who are made to fedl valued and confident. Thereis good behaviour and a purposeful
amospherein al lessons. The teacher has a very good understanding of the curriculum and of how
children of thisage learn. Explanations are very clear and carefully phased questions help children to
think. Adult interventions give high priority to encouraging language development with good effect,
when managing group work. Children who are identified as having specia educationa needs are
given careful and appropriate support and make very good progress overal. There are good
systems in the reception for keeping track of each child’s progress, and the information iswell used
when
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planning future work. Teacher, classroom assstants and parent volunteers work well together in
eiting clear expectations about children’s behaviour. Their discussons and interventions are highly
effective in getting children to tak, to think, and to behave well. The qudity of teaching and care
children receive in the Foundation Stage ensure that their early experiences of school are very happy
ones.

ENGLISH

88. Inthe 2000 tests for pupils aged 11, the proportion of pupils reaching the expected leve in
English was well above both the nationd average and the average for smilar schools. The
proportion attaining the higher levels was aso well above the nationa average and the average for
amilar schools. The school’ s performance for this age group was wel above the nationd trend in
1997 and 1998. The school explains that the decline in results in 1999 relates to the composition of
the cohort of pupils, afifth of pupils whom had statements of specia educational needs and joined
the schoal in Year 4. Only six of the pupils who took the tests were on the school roll at the end of
Key Stage 1.

89. Inthe 2000 Nationd Curriculum tests for pupils aged seven, the number reaching the
expected leve or higher was very high when compared to the nationd average and when compared
to the average for amilar schools. The proportion attaining the higher levels was dso very high when
compared to the national average and the average for smilar schools.

90. Standards are well above average in spesking and listening, reading and writing for pupils
currently in Year 2and Year 6. A subgtantid number of pupils have high atainment in dl three
elements of the subject. This represents a sgnificant improvement since the time of the last
ingpection when, dthough standards were reported to be above expectations overdl, sandardsin
writing were just satisfactory for both age groups. At that time, teaching was good and some was of
avery high gandard. Since then, the Nationd Literacy Strategy has been successfully implemented
and its dructure is very well used to ensure pace in lessons. This, together with the training teechers
have recaived, has resulted in raisng the qudity of teaching from good to very good. Inturnthis
resultsin very good learning. The school now closgly monitors teeching, and analyse dl test results
and individual papers o asto identify weaknesses in provison. Individuad and group targets are set
and teachers take good account of these in their planning. In consequence, teaching of basic skillsin
reading and writing has been intensified, and pupils are making better progressin imaginative writing
than they had been. Boys and girls do equaly well.

91. Children enter the Reception class with average levels of attainment. They receive very good
teaching in the Foundation Stage and at Key Stage 1, and make very good progress. Teaching is
never less than good, and in over haf of thelessonsit is very good or better. Scrutiny of work
shows that progress over timeisaso very good. By the age of seven pupils achieve well above
average levels of attainment in spesking and listening, reading and writing. Acrass the school, pupils
learn to listen closdly to thelr teachers and to follow ingructions, though the attention of a minority of
pupils in some lessons wanders if they are not involved through carefully focussed questions.
However, mogt teechers are very successful in engaging the interest of pupils of al abilities during
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whole-class sessons. Pupils readily join in reading and discussing the shared text. Teachersin dl
classes give good
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encouragement by listening carefully and gppreciating the qudity of the answers. Asaresult, most
pupilstry hard to explain their ideas clearly. Higher attaining pupilsin Year 2 adapt their speech to
ligeners needs and are beginning to be aware of the importance of using Standard English.

92. Thequdity of teaching at Key Stage 2 is very good overal. Six out of ten lessons were very
good, and the rest were good. Pupils progressin the lessons observed was very good overall.
However, scrutiny of work shows that progress over timeisgood. By the end of Year 6, they
achieve well above average standards in spesking and listening, reading and writing. Most pupils
ligten attentively to each other, asking questions to develop ideas and take account of others' views.
Very good emphasisis placed upon pupils using precise language when giving indructions. A very
good example of thiswas seenin a Y ear 4 lesson where the class teacher chdlenged pupilsto give
very precise information, when, for example, instructing the teacher how to put on her coat. Pupils
confidence in spesking isadirect result of the very good relationships established by teachersin their
classrooms.

93. Throughout the schoal, the enthusiasm that pupils show for reading is a strength and supports
their learning. Reading development is supported by progressively graded reading materias and by
careful monitoring of pupils progress, usng well-designed reading records. Thisis an improvement
on the findings of the previous inspection report. In Years 1 and 2, pupils are systematicdly taught
the relationship between letters and sounds, so that they make very good progress. By the age of
seven, most pupils are independent and confident readers. They are able to sound out words, and
they show good understanding of whet they have read. Higher attaining pupils are very well
provided for and read independently, establishing meaning through awide range of strategies.
Teachers give pupils opportunities to use their reading skillsin other lessons, as when Y ear 2 pupils
read Biblicd stories and related the degper meaning to their own experiences.

94. By theend of Year 6, most pupils read longer texts slently, with good concentration and
undergtanding. Higher ataining pupils show good understanding of a variety of texts, identifying
crucid features, themes and characters. They sdect phrases and sentences when judtifying their
views. Teachers build on the good practice seenin Years 1 and 2 and continue to develop pupils
reading skills across the curriculum. In dl classes, pupils have daily reading sessons and homework
iswdl used to involve parents in developing pupils reading skills. Most reed doud fluently and
accuratdy, with good understanding. Although pupils have a good understanding of the importance
of research using books and CD ROMS, the school does not have alibrary or separate computer
auite. Thislimits the opportunities for older pupils, particularly in Years 5 and 6, to develop research
skills by using information books for independent study across the curriculum. However, the
standard of their book knowledge and reference skillsis good.

95. A grong feature of curriculum provison isthe increasingly wide range of purposes and
audiences for writing. Good examples of pupilS writing of poetry, news reports, letter writing and
ingtructions were seen in the andysis of pupils work. Most pupils respond well to this stimulating
curriculum. They learn the craft of writing through studying texts of dl kinds. For example, pupilsin
Year 4 write redigtic character sketches using imaginative descriptive language, as when one pupil
wrote: ‘ Jane has gleaming, green eyes.” Key pieces of work are improved through the process of
planning, drafting and proofreading. Thereis agreat emphasis on chalenging pupils of dl agesand
abilities to use words adventuroudy and to develop ideas imaginatively. Asaresult, by the end of
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Y ear 6, many pupils use varied and interesting writing for different purposes and audiences,
conveying meaning clearly in diverseforms. Words are chosen imaginatively and used with
precison. Pupils are taught to plan their writing and to evaduate their work. This, together with very
good marking of work by teachers, shows pupils how they can improve and gives them very good
knowledge of their own learning. Mogt pupils use capitd letters, full stops and question marks
correctly, and higher attaining pupils structure complex sentences into paragraphs. Handwriting and
spdling are improved through regular, focused practice. By age deven, pupils handwriting
aoplicableto avariety of tasks, isjoined, legible, clear and fluent. Thisisan improvement on the
findings of the previous ingpection report. Writing tasks in other sulbjects such as science and history
make a good contribution to pupils writing for avariety of purposes. For example, when studying
Ancient Greece, pupils write newspaper reports of the Battle of Sdamis. They compare the first
Olympic Gamesto today’ s event and explain the differences between schooling then and now. The
very good behaviour of most pupilsin lessons very effectively supportsther learning. The subject
effectively supports pupils spiritual, mora, socia and cultura development. They write about and
discuss mord and socid issues, such as war and care of the environment. They reflect upon the
fedings of different characters and write about these with senstivity.

96. Pupilswith specid educationd needstake afull part in lessons. They are well supported by
learning assistants and make good progress. A measure of the school’ s success is the number of
pupils with specia educationa needs who attain expected standardsin nationd tests. The targets set
inthar individud education plans guide their learning. Expectations for average and higher attaining
pupils are high, and teachers planning gives congderation to written task, which chalenge these
pupils to make the progress of which they are capable.

97. Englishisvery well managed by an enthusiastic co-ordinator. She has continued to oversee
the Nationa Literacy Strategy and has rigoroudy monitored the quality of teaching so asto ensure
congstency of practice. Procedures for assessment are very good, and are generdly well applied to
inform teaching. Procedures for monitoring reading have significantly improved since the last
inspection. An increasing amount of assessment datais used well to set targets for improvement for
individuals and groups; to influence curriculum planning for teachers, and to enable the school to
judge the effectiveness of provison. Target setting in literacy is having a positive effect on pupils
learning. Resources are good, with agood range of class texts and group readers.

MATHEMATICS

98. Key Stage 2 reaults for 2000 show standards by the age of eleven are above averagein
comparison with al schools nationaly. The proportion of pupils achieving the nationd target of
Levd 4 wasin line with the nationd average, while the proportion achieving the higher Leve 5 was
below average. However, these proportions are based on a group of twelve pupils, and take no
account of two pupils who were absent for the tests, which is sixth of the cohort. When these
results are compared with those of smilar schools, with asimilar proportion of pupils digible for free
school meals, sandards remain above average.

Yalding, St Peter And 33
St Paul Primary School



99. Reaultsof the 2000 nationd tests at the end of Key Stage 1 show that standards by the age of
seven are very high in comparison with al schools nationdly. All pupils achieved the nationd target
of Levd 2 in mathematics, but the proportion of pupils achieving the higher Level 3 was wdll above
the nationa average. When these results are compared with those of asmilar schoals, with asimilar
proportion of pupils eigible for free school meds, dandards remain very high.

100. Theseresultsfor Key Stage 2 need to be viewed with some caution because of the smal
number of pupilstested. Since each pupil represented 8.3 per cent of the tota, the movement of
just one or two individuasto ahigher or lower leve would sgnificantly dter theresults. There are
consderable year-on-year variations in the Sze of cohorts, profiles of ability and pupil mobility.
These magnify smal differencesin the attainment of amdl groups of pupilswhen it is compared to
the nationa trend. Results were well above the nationa average in 1998 but dipped in 1999. The
school explains that the decline in 1999 results rdates to the composition of the smdl cohort, afifth
whom had statements of specia educational needs who joined the school in Year 4.

101. Ingpection judgements are that attainment in mathematics is well above average a the end of
both key stages. The proportion of pupils aged deven who are likely to achieve Levd 4 is above
average, but underlying attainment is well above average because the number of the pupils dso likdy
to achieve Levd 5isin thetop five per cent nationdly. There has been little mobility within the
cohort. This prediction reflects the very high standards the pupils achieved at the end of Key Stage
1, and the good progress they have made since then. There are no sgnificant differencesin
attainment between girls and boys.

102. Standards have improved since the previous inspection when attainment at seven and eleven
was judged to be above nationd expectations. All have worked hard to improve the quality of
planning, teaching and assessment of work with some considerable success. The school now
closdy monitors teaching, and andyse dl test results and individud papers so asto identify
weaknesses in provison. Individual and group targets are set, and teachers take good account of
these in their planning. In consequence, the teaching of basic ills has been intensified, and pupils
are making better progressin dl areas of mathematics.

103. Pupilswith specia education needs are well targeted by the school and follow the same
curriculum astheir classmates, with work very wel matched to thar differing abilities. They have
positive attitudes to their work and make good progress.

104. Asaresult of very good teaching and their very good atitudes to learning within awell-
planned curriculum, pupils make very good progress throughout Key Stage 1. For example,
younger pupils develop skillsin adding single digit numbers, initialy by usng counting gpparatus to
help them. They then move on to more complex work with the introduction of two digit numbers,
and by age of saven most pupilsin Year 2 are competent in basic addition. They understand that
multiplication tables are aquick way of carrying out multiple additions. Skillsin usng money are
developed in asmilarly systematic way. Y ounger pupils learn to count and shop with coins, and by
thetimethey arein Year 2 they have a good understanding of the vaue of coins and are able to give
change from £1. Smple data- handling skills are well developed. Older pupils confidently solve
problems using data presented in the form of pictograms and pie charts. They interpret the findings,
and solve smple problems, for example: *What is the most popular...?” and ‘If three less people
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liked...how many would there be?’. Pupils have a good knowledge of many two-dimensiona and
some three-dimensional shapes and can sort shapes according to the numbers of vertices, edges and
faces. Teachersin dl classes give good encouragement by listening carefully and appreciating the
quality of the answers.

105. Overdl, pupils continue to make good progress over time a Key Stage 2. Skillsin using and
manipulating numbers continue to develop. Y ounger pupils are confident at using the fraction
notation, and understand that fractions are severd parts of awhole. They enthusiagticdly investigate
problems such as sharing bananas between different numbers of people so that each has an equd
share. They initidly tackle the task by practica investigation but are quickly able to derive, a genera
‘rule and useit to predict the answersin arange of caculaions. As pupils get older, they become
more skilled in gpplying estimation to everyday caculations, for example, pupilsin Year 6 compare
house prices using the directory from the loca paper. The important skill of estimation isdso very
well developed throughout the key stage as pupils learn to make sensible estimates of length, weight
and capacity. Pupilsin Year 6 go on to caculate the areaand circumference of circles, and are dso
able to write large totals usng numbers, words and the index notation. By the age of eeven, many
pupils have very good levels of kill across dl ements of the mathematics curriculum. These range
from working with fractions, percentages and ratios to the measurement of capacity, and the
caculation of averages and time differences between time zones around the world.

106. Most pupils enjoy their work in mathematics. They are keen to learn, and they develop an
ability to concentrate for increasingly lengthy periods of time as they progress from reception to
Year 6. Thevery good ‘family’ reaionships within the school are evident in the way in which pupils
work very well together irrespective of gender. Overdl, attitudes and behaviour are very good.

107. Thequdlity of teaching isvery good overal. It isnever lessthan good at both key stages. At
Key Stage 1, two lessons were observed, one was good and one was very good. At Key Stage 2,
al of the lessonswere very good. Particular strengths of the teaching of mathematics at both key
dagesliein teachers subject knowledge, their technical competence in teaching basic skills, and
their high expectations of what pupils can achieve. Asaresult, pupils are given a secure grounding
in the subject, achieve very good standards, and grow in confidence asthey learn to transfer their
skillsto other areas of the curriculum. Where teaching is best, teachers sustain a crisp pace to
learning and match work to pupils abilities so well that work becomes not only very chalenging but
aso just achievable. Teaching of this quality was observed at both key stages. The lessons sart
with mentd arithmetic work that makes condderable demands on the pupils, in terms both of speed
and of the difficulty of the calculations. All pupils are engrossed in their work; they persevere and
work hard before findly succeeding in meeting the teacher’ s high expectations. Expectations for
average and higher attaining pupils are high, and teachers planning shows consideration of how to
challenge these pupils to make the progress of which they are capable.

108. A key issue raised in the previous ingpection was planning for curriculum coverage, and the
school has successfully addressed this. The curriculum iswell balanced and meets dl satutory
requirements. The school has successfully adapted its planning to strike a good baance between the
way in which the curriculum needs to be planned in a small school and the recommendations of the
Nationd Numeracy Strategy. Teachers skilfully ensure that dl pupils a each key stage experience
amilar coverage of the curriculum, but & very different levels. For instance, when pupilsin the Year
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5/6 were given tasks using time cdculations, the class was divided into four working groups, each
having carefully designed activities to maich their abilities. Good links are made with other areas of
the curriculum. Skillsin numeracy are regularly practised in subjects such as science, design and
technology, and geography. Pupils display data using graphs, compare the populations of the
different States of America, or design bridges and winding mechaniams. Information technology is
used effectively to support mathematics. Pupils are using it to create charts and graphs, and many
younger pupils are using ‘fun games' to practise thar ability to cdculate.

109. The assessment of pupils work in mathematics has been improved and is now very good.
Teachers are able to match work closdly to the needs of individua pupils because of their very
good, systematic procedures for monitoring progress and development. A growing body of
assessment datais used well to set targets for improvement for individuas and groups, to influence
curriculum planning for teachers, and to enable the schoal to judge the effectiveness of provison.

110. The subject is wel managed and the co-ordinator has made a significant contribution to the
development of mathematics and is ably supported by the efforts of al her colleagues.

SCIENCE

111. Owing to the way in which the schoal timetable was organised it was not possible to see
science being taught in Year 2 or Year 6. However, teachers planning was carefully scrutinised, as
was arange of pupils work. Also, anumber of pupils from both classes were interviewed about
their work in science.

112. Attheend of Key Stage 1, the results of the 2000 teacher assessments of seven year olds
show that dl pupils achieved the nationd target of Levd 2 in science. However, the proportion of
pupils achieving the higher Level 3 was well above the nationd average. When compared to Smilar
schools, with asmilar proportion of pupils digible for free school medls, the proportion of pupils
achieving both Level 2 and Level 3 was very high.

113. Key Stage 2 results for 2000 show that standards by the age of eleven are above average in
comparison with dl schools nationdly. The proportion of pupils achieving the nationd target of
Levd 4 waswell below the nationd average, while the proportion achieving the higher Level 5 was
average. However, these proportions are based on agroup of twelve pupils, and take no account
of two pupils who were absent for the tests, which is sixth of the cohort. When these results are
compared with those of Smilar schools stlandards remain above average.

114. Theseresultsfor Key Stage 2 need to be viewed with some caution because of the smal
number of pupilstested. Since each pupil represented 8.3 per cent of the total, considerable
percentage change can occur through a movement of one level by asngle pupil. There are
consderable year-on-year variations in the size of cohort, profile of ability and pupil mobility. Small
differencesin the atainment of small groups of pupils are magnified when compared to
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the nationd trend. However, standards have been consstently above or well above average since
1997, except for adip in 1999. This decline reates to the composition of the smal cohort in which
afifth of the pupils had statements of special educational needs and joined the school in Year 4.

115. Inspection evidence shows that attainment in science iswell above average at the end of both
key stages. The proportion of pupils aged eeven who are likely to achieve Leve 4 is above
average, but underlying attainment is well above average because the number of the pupils dso likely
to achieve Leve 5isin the top five per cent nationally. There has been little mobility within the
cohort. This prediction reflects the very high standards they achieved at the end of Key Stage 1,
and the good progress they have made since then. There are no sgnificant differences in attainment
between girlsand boys. Thisisan improvement on the findings of the previous ingpection report
when standards were above average by the age of seven, but in line by the age of eleven.

116. A particularly good festure of science isthe way in which the subject is managed, and the way
the curriculum is congructed. The curriculum is planned in two-year cycles throughout the schoal.
Work at both key stagesis particularly carefully planned so that the same themeis followed in both
teaching groups with work planned at different levels.

117. Pupilsa Key Stage 1 make very good progress in developing skills of scientific enquiry and
learn to make smple hypotheses as part of their work. Thisis because of the way in which teechers
plan their lessons and carefully identify what isto be learned. Good scientific habits are encouraged
from an early age. Teacherstry to ensure that the work planned is interesting and builds effectively
on pupils naturd curiogty about their environment. For example, after watching a video on light,
pupilsin Year 1 made shadow puppets and experimented with them. They discovered that the
closer the puppet wasto the light source, the larger the shadow on the screen. When asked to
explain how the shadow was formed, one group replied, ‘light must ‘run’ in straight lines from the
bulb’. It doesn’t *‘run’ around the corners of the shadow puppet but straight to the screen.’
Therefore, there must be ‘less light behind the object and that iswhat you see’.. ... ‘A darker area
in the shape of the puppet.” ... ‘It'scdled a shadow!’

118. Good useis made of practica activities as pupils develop an understanding of smple eectrica
circuits, and dl pupils are able to light bulbs by correctly, connecting them to a battery with wires
and clips. By the end of the key stage, pupils are able to decide whether or not acircuit islikey to
work by studying a drawing of the waysin which connections are made. They are able to make
sensble predictions, draw smple conclusions from their experiments and understand, for example,
that the bulb does not light because the circuit is open. With some assistance, they carry out tedts,
recognising and explaining why they are fair ones. For example, pupils design afair experiment to
determine the distance over which arange of sounds can be heard. They record their measurements
and enter them into a data-handling programme, display the results using block graphs, and record
their conclusions using aword processor.

119. Pupils make good progress across Key Stage 2 and achieve standards that are well above the
nationa average. They consolidate skills, knowledge and understanding across the key stage. For
example, pupilsin Year 4 discuss the properties of materials and can explain how these properties
determinethar use. They begin to make smple generdisations, and use scientific vocabulary
carefully. For example, pupils were asked to compare the absorbency of different types of paper.
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They chose asuitable ‘fair tes” method for their investigation, and could explain how to dter one
variable without affecting others. After completing the experiments, they were able to use the
experimenta datato decide which materids were best suited to the task. By the age of deven,
pupils have a very good understanding of arange of scientific concepts. For example, they
undergtand the difference between solids, liquids and gases and can describe smply the arrangement
of moleculesin these three different states. Pupils have a very good understanding of the
interdependence of living things, and how animas and plant adapt to different habitats. They
describe food chains and the importance of the carbon cycle. They understand that liquids can be
viscous, and measure the viscodgity of arange of liquids. For example, one group of pupils were able
to explain why oil rather than honey was the best liquid for car engines. They explained that honey
was more viscous at room temperature but quickly became runny when heated. Engine oil
maintained its viscosity asit became hot, and would be best suited for engines since it would keep
the parts dippery. Although pupils carry out agood range of experiments, more opportunities could
be given for pupilsto reflect on awide range of information sources, including first-hand evidence,
that they could use to answer questions and thereby become independent learners.

120. Pupils attitude to work in scienceis very good at both key stages. In the vast mgority of
lessons, pupils sustain good levels of concentration and perseverance. Relationships are very good,
and they collaborate well. Pupils sustain interest throughout lessons and take pride in their
achievements. They respond well to teacher’s questions, and respect each other’ s views and
opinions.

121. It was not possible to see science being taught in two of the classes. Evidence from the three
lessons observed, together with examination of teachers planning, discussions with teachers, and a
scrutiny of pupils work, indicates that the qudity of teaching is very good overdl. The onelesson
observed at Key Stage 1 was excdllent. Of the two lessons observed at Key stage 2, one was
good and the other was excdllent. Where the teaching was good, the teacher shared the purpose of
the lesson with pupils a the Start of the activity, and linked thiswith areminder of what pupils had
dready learned in previous lessons. Thisintroduction heightened the interest of the pupils and made
them keen to learn more. Good classroom routines and high expectations of pupils behaviour
resulted in a good working atmosphere in which pupils were able to learn without disturbance. The
teacher’ s secure knowledge of the subject and good assessment of pupils prior knowledge enabled
her to set achievable challengesfor dl. Pupils responded well to these chdlenges and concentrated
hard on their activities. At the end of the session, the teacher made very good use of the plenary
session to consolidate through well-directed questions what the pupils had learned. Where teaching
was excdllent, the objectives of the lesson were clearly shared with pupils a the start of the lesson
and there were opportunities for pupilsto offer ample predictions and hypotheses. Pupils were
given the opportunity to carry out their own experiments, and they were dlowed to make mistakes.
The teacher used dlearly focused questions to guide the pupils to andyse where they had gone
wrong, and then enabled them to suggest ways of improving their work. Good use is made of
literacy and numeracy within science a both key stages.
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122. Leadership in scienceisvery good. The co-ordinators have a good understanding of science,
and aclear vison for the development of the subject. The curriculum is good and meets the
satutory requirements for science. Congderable work has been undertaken to improve the
curriculum since the last ingpection, and opportunities for pupils to investigate and experiment are
dearly identified within planning.

123. Assessment isvery good overdl. Theteachers keep detailed records which dlow the
progress of every pupil to be tracked carefully. Teachers use assessment data very well to plan
subsequent work and to ater the composition of groups within classes.

124. Thereisgood equdity of access and opportunity for dl pupils, including those with specid
educational needs. Pupils with specia educationa needs (SEN) are well supported and make good
progressin relaion to their prior attainment, achieving standards that are close to those expected of

pupils of smilar ages.

125. Resources are good in range and number to meet the needs of pupils at both key stages. The
accommodation is adequate, and staff work very hard to maximise the use of limited space to
provide chalenging learning activities

ART

126. Standards of attainment in art and design match the nationa expectation for pupils aged seven
and eleven. The progress seen in lessons was very good at Key Stage 1, and good at Key Stage 2.
However, scrutiny of work indicates that progress is satisfactory over time. The school explains that
recent emphasis on the teaching of English and mathematics has resulted in a reduction in teaching
timefor at. However, sandards have been successfully sustained since the last ingpection.

127. The qudity of artwork around the school enhances the environment and celebrates pupils
interest in the subject. Completed tasks show that pupils work with arange of media, materids and
techniques, with sound outcomes overal. Skills are progressively taught and teachers give pupilsthe
opportunities to put them into practice in art lessons and through effective cross-curricular links.
Good examples of thiswere seenin Year 6 work in response to a Steven Turner poem. Art makes
avauable contribution to pupils spiritud, socid and cultura development, as they convey mood
and feding in their work when they are given opportunities to study the works of famous artists such
as Monet, O’ Keefe and Rueben. The subject aso makes a good contribution to pupils' literacy
skills asthey develop the correct vocabulary relevant to the subject and write good evaluations of
their work.

128. The qudity of teaching was very good in the two lessons observed at Key Stage 1, and good
inthe single lesson seen at Key stage 2. Teachers give pupils many opportunities for independent
decison making in their work. Asaresult, pupils choose materials and other resources for their
visud and tactile qualities, and to stimulate and develop ideas for their work. InaYear 1 lesson,
pupils showed good understanding when mixing colours. They aways started with the lighter colour
and mixed in the darker pigment in smdl amounts. In Y ear 2, the teacher and two classroom
assistants were very successfully encouraging pupils to experiment with il pastels to enhance the
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sketches they had made of the village War Memorid. Pupils enthusiagticdly discussed how Van
Gogh created hiswork, ‘ Starry Night', and the media and techniques he used. Thisresulted in deep
concentration and work of good qudity in the style of Van Gogh. In this, and other sessons seen,
pupils with specid educationa needs were well supported and fully involved. This resulted in their
good progress. The most successful feature of the teaching is that the management of pupils creates
apodgtive and productive working environment. Teachers questioning is good, and effectively
encourages pupilsto think about and evauate their work. The pace of lessonsis good, and teachers
achieve agood balance between carefully explaining the tasks and the practicd activities. A good
example of thiswas seen in a Y ear 4 lesson where pupils were being taught weaving techniques.

The teacher moved around the class, intervening in the activities to teach and chalenge pupils as they
worked. Thisnot only raised expectations, but also hel ped maintain the good pace of the lesson.
Teachers regularly assess pupils work, and use this information to ensure that learning builds
effectivey on prior achievement.

129. Planning focuses well on the skills to be developed and provides ussful guidance to teachers.
The co-ordinator has updated the policy to take account of changes made nationdly, and her clear
action plan identifies where improvement is needed and the action to be taken. She provides strong
leadership and acts as a va uable source of information and informal support for her colleagues.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

130. Owing to the way in which the schools' timetable was arranged, alimited number of design
and technology (DT) lessons could be observed during the course of the ingpection. Inspection
evidence from planning, discussions with teachers and close scrutiny of pupils work indicates that
pupils make good progress at both key stages and achieve standards that are above nationa
expectations a the ages of seven and deven. Thisissamilar to the findings of the previous
ingpection. Thereisinsufficient evidence to make a secure judgement on the equdlity of teaching
overdl.

131. Pupils make good progress across both key stages. They understand the process of
designing and making, and recognise the need to improve their designs by planning and modifying
them when they discover the limitations of ther firat draft. Pupils generate a number of viable idess,
and make detailed drawings, which include precise measurements. For example, pupils at Key
Stage 1 are successfully introduced to early design skills when making trolleys from junk. They
draw their own designs and construct the models with axles and whedls, paying particular attention
to ways of successfully joining the components together. Pupils evauate the success of each mode
to seeif it meets the intended purpose, and record these comments as part of the design process.

Y ear 2 pupils continue to make good progress in designing when making moving puppets, using split
pins and push rods to articulate thejoints. They competently draw adesign to aclear brief, and
clarify their own ideas againg specific criteria. Pupils effectively plan the use of materids and tools,
and produce a written evaluation at the end of the topic.

132. InKey Stage 2, pupilsin Year 3 design and make picture frames for their own artwork. The
teacher encourages them to widen the design brief to take account of the gppearance of the frame
and judge whether it enhances the artwork being mounted. They initidly make a prototype, and
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work out how it will stand up. Pupils are adle to identify the weakest dements within the design,

and adjust their plans to make the frame stable. They carefully cut the wood to Sze, usng glue and
cardboard corners to construct the frame, and then decide on the colour to see if complementsthe
artwork. InYear 4, design work isintegrated well within science projects. For example, pupils
design atorch againgt adesign brief. They examine how commercialy made torches work; consider
how to maximise the amount of light reflected from the bulb, and design ways of making aworking
switch. Prototypes are made and evaluated, and their origina plans are adjusted to take account of
these findings. Year5/ 6 pupils make working modd bridges with winding mechanismsto raise and
lower the decks. They clarify thar ideas through drawing, modelling and discussion, and build a
range of winding mechaniam to seeif they work. After discusson with the teacher, pupils use their
knowledge of ‘forces to overcome design problems associated with friction and the best location
for pulleysand levers. The oldest pupils aso design and make dippers. They begin by
disassembling commercialy made examples to discover the best methods of congtruction, and the
range of materias needed to produce a dipper that is serviceable and warm. Pupils sdlect
appropriate materias for the soles and the body of the dipper, and consider ways to decorate the
finished product using arange of threads and textured materials. They check, for example, to ensure
that the materid used for the ‘upper’ does not shrink and successfully address the problems of
making dippersto a pecific 9ze. Pupils aso take into account the cost of the materials and their
auitability for their purpose. They follow their designs accurately, and check the work asit proceeds
and make appropriate adjustments when needed. Pupils aso pay particular attention to the qudity
and finish of the product.

133. Pupils attitudes to design and technology are very good. They respond with enthusiasm when
talking about what they have done, and are proud of what they can achieve. They listen well to each
other and are appreciative of one another's efforts. This makes a positive contribution towards
pupils socid development.

134. Pupilsidentified as having specia educationd needs are thoroughly integrated into activities
and receive the same curriculum entitlement as dl other pupils. They make good progress at both
key stages.

135. Leadership in design and technology is good. The co-ordinator has a good understanding of
the subject, and is clear about what needs to be improved. Consderable work has been
undertaken to achieve good improvements to the curriculum. However, the co-ordinator wisely
plans to continue to refine the baance between dl the curricular dements.

136. The school has to overcome the serious difficulties presented by the shortage of room for
work in thissubject. Thereisno provision for workbenches or a separate cooking area. Resources
are adequate, but space to store them is very limited.

GEOGRAPHY

137. Standards achieved by pupils are smilar to those expected for pupils aged seven and eleven.
The schoal’ s timetabling arrangements gave few opportunities to observe the direct teaching of
geography. Two good quality lessons were seen at Key Stage 2, but no teaching was observed at

Yalding, St Peter And 41
St Paul Primary School



Key Stage 1. Therefore, it is not possible to make a secure judgement about the qudity of teaching
overdl. Additiond evidence was gathered from the andysis of pupils work and teachers plans,
and from discussions with teachers and pupils.

138. Pupilsin Year 1learn about different means of transport, how time and places differ, and how
physica features influence the climate when following the route of ‘Barnaby Bear’ as he travelsto
contrasting locdlities. By the end of Year 2, pupils demongtrate awareness of locdities beyond their
own and start to use gppropriate geographic vocabulary. Simple mapping skills are devel oped.
Pupils draw maps of routes around the school and identify well-known features on loca maps.

139. The qudlity of teaching in the two lessons seen in Year 4 and Year 6 was good and, asa
result, pupils made good progressin their learning. Both lessons were based on very good planning
and clear learning objectives, which were shared with pupils. Pupilsin Year 4 were gaining agood
understanding of where they were in relaion to other countries of the world. They were making
effective use of CD-ROM to help them in their work. Y ear 6 pupils had made good progressin
comparing ther village environment to another location following their field trip to New Ash Green,
15 milesaway. Pupils are being taught to ask geographica questions, to evauate evidence and to
provide explanations of how places have evolved. However, evidence indicates that, athough
progressin this lesson was good, pupils have too few opportunities to choose information and
evidence sources.

140. Manning shows that the school meets statutory requirements for teaching geography. Andysis
of pupils work and teachers plansindicates that, athough geographica skills are taught, they are
not progressively developed as pupils move through the school. The progression of these essentia
skillsis limited because the school does not have alibrary or information technology suite where
pupils could carry out independent research and develop their study skills.

141. Pupils own good attitudes to the subject, and their good behaviour in lessons, aso contribute
well to their quality of learning. Pupils with specid educationd needs are provided with good
support and make good progress.

142. The co-ordinator manages the subject well and has a clear action plan for its development in
light of Curriculum 2000 requirements. The school has adopted national guiddinesto guide
teachers planning. Resources are satisfactory, and the use of information technology as atool for
learning is developing well in dl dasses. The school hasidentified the need to grasp opportunitiesto
expand pupils cultura horizons.

HISTORY

143. Standards of achievement are above nationa expectations at the end of Year 2 and Year 6.
Pupils make good use of their very good literacy skillsto identify and understand ways in which the
past has been represented and interpreted. 1n consequence, they gain a good knowledge of events,
people and changesin the past. Only two lessons could be observed during the inspection, and
there isinsufficient evidence for a secure judgement on the qudity of teaching overdl. Judgements
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are based upon the lessons observed, observations of pupils work and discussions with staff and
pupils.
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144. Onelesson was of good qudity, and the other was very good. The key feature underpinning
the quality of the teaching observed is good planning, with clear learning intentions which are shared
with the pupils. Teachersfocus wel on what they want pupils to learn and pupils are aware of ther
own learning. In the very good Year 2 lesson on Florence Nightingde, the learning assstant
effectively supported a group of pupils as they researched information using the CD-ROM. Higher
attaining pupils knew about the Crimean War whilst dl pupils gave detailed accounts of eventsin
Horence slife. Pupils made very good gainsin ther learning because the content of the lesson built
effectively on work donein previouslessons. Because of the good qudity teaching, most pupils, by
the end of Year 2, show understanding and factual knowledge of some of the main changes, events
and people studied. They show a developing sense of chronology, recognising thet the past time can
be divided into periods with smilarities and differences between them.

145. Pupils continue to make good progress from Year 2to Year 6. They are presented with an
interesting curriculum which includes the Greek, Roman, Tudor and Victorian periods. Teachers set
interesting, chalenging tasks to which pupils respond well. For example, pupilsin Years 3 and 4,
when studying Ancient Greece, write as newspaper reporters on the Battle of Sdamis. They
compare the first Olympic Gamesto today’ s event and explain the differences between schooling
then and now. InYears5 and 6, pupils show an increasing factua knowledge and understanding of
features of the higtory of Britain. In their work on the Victorians, they have been taught about the
childhood of the poor, undertaking some descriptive and empathic writing. Pupils have made a
particularly impressive study of conditions at the front during World War 1 asaresult of ther vist to
the War Memorid and their Remembrance Day Assembly. They consider the fedings of the
soldiers and express these vividly in ‘letters from the Front’. This provision makes an effective
contribution to their spiritual and socid development, aswell asto ther literacy skills. Teachers
throughout the school have very good knowledge of the subject and this enables them to chdlenge
pupils understanding through interesting and probing questions. Pupils are well maotivated and enjoy
talking about what they have sudied. Research skills are generdly well devel oped, but
opportunities for older pupils to undertake independent research are limited because thereisno
library, information technology suite or areafor quiet sudy. Class teachers make effective use of
viditsto places of historicd interest, such as the Tudor House, to support pupils learning.

146. The recently appointed co-ordinator manages the subject well. Pupils assess their own work
and teachers use this, and their own information, when planning tasks. Monitoring of teaching is
planned for the spring term.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

147. Information and communication technology (ICT) isarapidly developing subject in the

school. Each class has at least two computers, and these are used effectively. Standards are above
nationd expectations by the age of seven and in line by the age of deven. Thisis an improvement on
the findings of the previous report, when information technology was in line with nationa
expectations a Key Stage 1, but below by the end of Key Stage 2. Limited opportunitiesto seethe
direct teaching of ICT during the ingpection week mean thet there isinsufficient evidence for a
secure judgement on the quality of teaching overdl.
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Improvement has been made as aresult of:

Better alocation of time to the subject.

A wdl congtructed scheme of work supporting learning in many areas of the curriculum.
Weéll-planned lessons.

The purchase of computers and software of good quality.

The contributions of awell-informed and hard working co-ordinator.

* % X X * ¥

148. Informetion technology is fully integrated into other subjectsin the school. Pupils have lessons
in basic information technology skills, after which they learn to use these skills to support work in
other subjects of the curriculum. The success of this strategy owes much to the good |eadership and
management of ICT. At the time of the last ingpection the range of work covered was described as
‘limited’ particularly &t Key Stage 2. This hasimproved, and the range of work is now good at Key
Stage 1 and satifactory at Key Stage 2. Thisisdso directly linked to the rate a which pupils make
progress. Further improvements to the curriculum and pupils progress, particularly at Key Stage 2,
depend on additiona resources to support new developments. However, the schooal is now well
placed in this respect. Cabling for direct access the Internet has very recently been completed, and
new equipment to support developments in control and monitoring are now in place. Teachersare
dready planning how these will be used to support work across the curriculum.

149. Themgority of pupils make good progress in word-processing skills across both key stages.
Pupils know how to enter text and manipulate it by changing font sze, style, and colour. They
know, for example, the functions of commercia word-processing programs, and confidently
demondtrate the use of the spell checker. Pupils combine pictures with text, and confidently
compose and edit their work on screen. They check it for accuracy, and consider layout and
presentation to maximise the impact on the audience. For example, pupilsin Year 3 have made a
book on the theme of ‘Holidays around the world'. They found information about climatic zones,
using CD-ROMSs, to produce a book with text, maps and pictures. Pupilsin Year 5/6 use their
word- processing skillsfor avariety of purposes. For example, they confidently write lettersusing a
traditiona format, select different fonts, and display text using bullet points to maximise the effect.
By the age of deven, pupils have developed their word processing skills further. They know how to
enter text and manipulate its quaity usng a number of eye-catching formats. Pupils are familiar with
the functions of a graphics program, including ‘flood fill” and ‘spray’ techniques, and confidently use
clip at and digital images from ascanner. They use dl of these skillswell to produce booklets
about their school which contain information about staff, school routines, clubs, and uniform. Digitd
images, clipart and graphics are merged successfully, together with text that has been carefully
chosen for maximum effect usng different font styles and colour.

150. In reception, pupils begin to develop control and measurement skills, using a programmable
floor robot. By the end of Key Stage 1, pupils understand how to program a device to follow
ingructions. Year 1 pupils make the robot move set distances and back again, and record their
ingtructions, using agreed notation. By the age of seven, pupils have made good progress, and can
get the turtle to follow a prescribed route on the floor. Key Stage 2 pupils make satisfactory
progress a developing their skillsin control and monitoring. Pupilsin Year 3 can move a screen
turtle round a village map keeping to theroad. By the age
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of eleven, they are able to use a control protocol such as LOGO to draw 2D shapes on the screen
including squares, rectangles and triangles. They use functions such as ‘repeat’ to shortcut strings of
ingructions. However, pupils a Key Stage 2 have less experience of smulation packages and
monitoring technology.

151. Key Stage 1 pupils, make good progress at handling information, and confidently anayse data
held on dectronic media such as CD-ROMSs. Year 2 pupils use information technology to store and
analyse datain anumber of subject areas. For example, they enter information into a pre-prepared
database to compare the distance travelled by different sounds from afixed point, as part of ther
sciencework. They present the information in the form of bar charts. Others, collect data about
their favourite ways of travelling to school as part of their mathematics work, and display the
information using pie charts. They go on to use thisinformation to test their predictions and then
draw smple conclusions.

152. Key Stage 2 pupils continue to develop their data-handling skills and make satisfactory
progress. By the age of eeven, pupils are able to confidently interrogate different databases, and
choose the most effective way to displaying the data. For example, information about the hottest
months of the year is effectively displayed using pie charts, and data about the numbers of plant-
eating and flesh- eating dinosaurs are displayed using bar charts. In science, they chart the effects of
temperature on evaporation, and plot-cooling curves to determine the thermd efficiency for arange
of materids. Although pupils enter datainto Smple sporeadsheets, the use of them is not yet
aufficiently well developed across the curriculum.

153. Pupilsin Years 5 and 6 have had limited opportunities to become confident users of the
Internet, athough many have learned these skills a home. Thisis because the school has only been
cabled very recently to provide access to the World Wide Web. Next term al pupilswill have e-
mail addresses, and will be able to send messages internally from classroom to classroom, or
externdly. Therewill also be regular opportunitiesto use the Internet for research purposes.

154. Thereisgood equdity of access and opportunity for al pupils, including those with specia
educationa needs. Pupilswith specia educationd needs (SEN) are well supported and make good
progressin relation to their prior attainment, achieving standards that are close to those expected of

pupils of amilar ages.

155. Pupilsrespond very wel and strive hard to complete the tasks. Many have computers at
home and are very interested in the subject. The school recognises thisin its planning. However,
because of lack of space, there is no separate computer suite or areawithin classrooms where
pupils can carry out independent research by accessing knowledge held dectronicaly. Teachers
carry out regular monitoring and evauation of work in ICT, and use it well to support work in many
areas of the curriculum.
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
FRENCH

156. PupilsinYear 6 achieve good sandardsin early language learning. French is currently taught
inYears5and 6. Mogt pupilslisten attentively to discriminate sounds and to develop accurate
pronunciation. They make good use of thelr underganding of the English language in learning a
foreign language. They respond with developing ability to questions and ingtructions couched in
familiar language. Most pupils show confidence in speaking, and reproduce precisely what they
have heard.

157. Inthe single lesson observed, teaching was good, and pupils were making good progressin
ther learning. They were being taught to combine names of pets with numbers. Maost pupils count
to 50 in French, and correctly trandate sentences such as ‘there are seventeen stick-insects” The
teacher provides agood mode of pronunciation. However, greater use could be made of materia
recorded by native speakers to ensure that pupils have an authentic accent. Most pupils have good
atitudes to French and behave wel in lessons. They enjoy interacting with the class teacher and
each other and are ambitiousto do well. However, a smdl number of pupilslose interest and tend
to disrupt the learning of others. Pupils with specia educationd needs are provided with full and
equal access in lessons and they make good progress. The mostly very good relationships that exist
in lessons promote confidence, and pupils readily reply to questions and contribute idess.

158. Frenchisavaduable part of the school’s provison. It isvery worthwhile in itsef and prepares
pupilswdl for their next stage of education. 1t also contributes to extending pupils culturd horizons
and further develops their awareness of the structure and potentia of language.

MUSIC

159. Standards of attainment are Smilar to those expected for pupils aged seven and eeven, and
pupils make satisfactory progress. No judgement was made on standards of attainment, teaching or
progress in the last ingpection report because too little teaching was seen. The curriculum offered to
pupils has improved in quality snce then, and meets statutory requirements. In Years 1 and 2,
pupils sng tunefully, clap rhythms from notation and experiment with instruments to create sounds.
The dnging of pupilsinaYear 1 lesson was good as pupils performed showing an awareness of
others. The qudity of snging in whole-school assemblies is good when pupils are accompanied on
the piano. They sing with sustained effort to maintain agood leve of control. Dictionis clear, and
pupils effectively vary the dynamics of their Snging. Opportunities for public performances, both in
school and within the locd community, enhance pupils learning and provide well for their socid
development and sense of achievement.

160. The qudity of teaching is good overdl, and pupils made good or very good progressin the
lessons seen. Due to timetabling arrangements, only two lessons were observed: avery good lesson
at Key Stage 1 and agood lesson at Key Stage 2. Additiona evidence to support these
judgements was obtained from the analyss of pupils work and teachers plans, and from
discussions with teachers and pupils. Both lessons were taught by the music co-ordinator who has
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very good knowledge of the subject. Pupils benefit from her expertise, are motivated to participate
fully in the activities, and sustain an interest and enthusasm. Good management of pupils crestes an
amaosphere in which al are encouraged to contribute. Most pupils respond well to the teacher’s
high expectations. A range of strategiesiswell used to try to ensure that al pupils work with
confidence and purpose. Teaching develops pupils ability to make positive commentsin relation to
the musica dements. Resources are gppropriate for pupils of dl abilities and are used well. The
good relationships promote learning. Music successfully develops pupils cregtivity and aesthetic
understanding. In the very good Year 1 lesson, pupils were exploring expressive uses of sounds,
and there was a specific focus on teaching technica vocabulary and skills. Pupils behaved very well
and there was a very high level of participation. The pace of the lesson was brisk and pupils made
very good progressin their learning. Good quality feedback was given to pupils to encourage them
to congder ways of improving their work. The ethos promoted learning, and pupils were clear
about the purpose of the lessons.

161. Good provison for extra-curricular music, which includes recorder groups and chair,
enhances pupils learning, enriches their experiences and extends their enthusiasm for the subject.
Procedures for ng pupils attainment and progress are satisfactory. Lessons are well planned
and build on pupils prior learning.

162. The knowledgeable co-ordinator gives agood lead to music by supporting and guiding staff in
planning activities. She has secured improvementsin the qudity of provison. The school has
identified the need for an increased supply of multi-cultura instruments to further enhance both the
teaching of the subject and pupils cultural development. The subject makes a good contribution to
pupils spiritua development when they have opportunities to listen to music and to reflect on their
emoations, as for example, when Y ear 6 pupils discussed their fedings on hearing ‘ The Planets' by
Holgt.

PHYS CAL EDUCATION

163. Standardsin physicd education a the time of the previous ingpection were sound at both key
stages. Ingpection evidence indicates that Sandards are now above national expectations by the age
of seven, and in line by the age of eleven. Standards in cregtive dance are good across both key
stages. It was not possible to see gymnastics at the end of Key Stage 2.

164. Attainment in swvimming is above average. Records provided by the school show that by the
timethey arein Year 6 dl pupils have achieved the nationd target of being able to swim 25 metres
and many are working on higher-level skillsin water safety.

165. A key issue a the time of the last inspection was the provision of outdoor and adventurous
activities at Key Stage 2. Progress has been good. The school responded well to this key issue by
arranging bi-annua vigtsto Ide of Wight for coursesin orienteering, and aresdentid vigt for al
pupilsin Years5 and 6.

166. Progressat Key Stage 1isgood. Year 1 pupils are able to perform synchronised sequences

of movements and balances on avariety of apparatus. They move and arrange gymnastics
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equipment with confidence, and have very good awareness of safety procedures. The very good
use of questioning and demondiration by the teacher enables pupils to improve their movements and
make very good progress. In an excdlent creative dance lesson in Y ear 2, the teacher made
excdlent use of music to set the theme of a“*Winters Day’, and her careful and crestive use of
vocabulary simulated the pupils imaginative and artistic movements. Pupils represented the swirling
of water from a bubbling stream, using expansive and controlled movement of both arms and legs.
These gradualy changed to jagged, pointed shapes as the frost came down and the water froze.
Pupils studied each other movements, and gppraised the work of others with sengtivity. By the age
of saven, pupils dso develop good ball skills through a good range of team games.

167. AtKey Stage 2, pupilsin Year 3 are able to baance effectively with poise and control, and
can link turning, travelling and jumping movements effectively. In 'Y ear 4, pupils practise short
hockey skills. Good routines are evident in the way in which pupils warmed up before the lesson
began. Pupils very good behaviour, together with their good skillsin listening, enabled the lesson to
progress a a good pace despite the difficulties presented by the amount of space available for the
activities. The teacher placed good emphasis on the correct way to grip a hockey stick and made
clear her expectations of the way in which the ball wasto be controlled. The pupils responded by
concentrating hard as they practised walking and then running with aball. The instructor moved
from group to group encouraging, helping and asking pupils to identify what they sill need to
improve. Pupilsin Y ear 5/6 created an expressive response through dance to the theme of war.
The ingructor used awide range of music by composers such as Prokofiev, Shostakovic and
Stravinsky. By the end of the lesson, pupils were able to review the sory of ‘War Game' and how
the emoations displayed through dance related to the plot.

168. Pupilsare enthusiastic about physica activity, and dress gppropriately for lessons. They enjoy
performing with a partner in gymnastics, and can appraise the work of others with sengtivity. Using
these opportunities, pupils develop the ahility to judge qudity and standards for themselves. There
is good equdity of opportunity, with girls and boys taking part in al activities.

169. Teachingisgood overdl. Itisnever lessthan satisfactory, and occasondly it isexcdlent. At
Key Stage 1, dl of the lessonswere at least good, and four out of ten lessons were very good or
excdlent. At Key Stage 2, one lesson was satisfactory, one was good and two were very good.
Teachers dress gppropriately for dl physica education lessons, their planning is thorough, and
learning intentions are clearly identified. All lessons contain brisk warm ups, and some give
opportunities for cooling down. Where teaching is very good or excellent, teachers set very high
standards of attainment and behaviour. Work is very well focused to improve techniques and
qudity of movement. In the single satisfactory lesson, the space dlocated for the activity was
insufficient for pupils to practise their games skills and they only meade satisfactory progress. This
was because bad weather had made the field unusable, and two classes had to share the only hard
surface.

170. Thereisgood equdity of access and opportunity for al pupils, including those with specia
educationa needs. Pupilswith specia educationd needs (SEN) are well supported and make good
progressin relation to their prior attainment, achieving standards that are close to those expected of

pupils of amilar ages.
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171. Leadership of the subjectisgood. The curriculumis good, and the school’ sinitiative to
employ ingructors for teaching some games lessons is dready having an impact on standards at both
key stages. Standards are dready above nationd expectations in swimming and dance at both key
sages. Standardsin games areimproving rapidly a Key Stage 2. Thisis supported by good
provison for after-schoal activities, such asfootbadl and netbdl, which enrich the curriculum.

172. Resources are good overdl. Apparatusis stored effectively around the Sdes of the hdl, and a
good range of games equipment is stored tidily in a separate outsde store. However, there are no
separate changing facilities for physical education. This means that the oldest pupils of both sexes
have to change at the same time in their cramped temporary classsoom. The smdl hal thet isaso
used asagymnasum is of an unusua shape, which limits the space available for the oldest pupilsto
develop thelr gymnadtic ills.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

173. Standards of atainment in religious education match the levels expected by the localy Agreed
Syllabus for pupils aged seven and eleven. Teachers make effective use of the Agreed and
Diocesan Syllabi and requirements are met.  Evidence shows that Chridtianity iswell taught and
thereis more teaching of other faiths since the last ingpection. The school has identified the need to
continue to develop pupils understanding of other faiths, cultures and traditions. Assemblies are
well used to enhance the religious education programme, and to support pupils mora and socia
development. Throughout the school, pupils are increasing their knowledge and understanding of
human relaionships, Chrigtianity and other faiths. Most pupils have a good understanding of the
nature of prayer. Thisisseenin their response to daily acts of collective worship, and to
opportunities for prayers at the end of the school day.

174. Thequdity of teaching isgood overdl. At Key Stagel, one lesson was observed which was
good. At Key Stage 2, two lessons were good and one was satisfactory. However, evidence from
the scrutiny of work indicates that teachers are confident in teaching Chrigtianity, but thet they are
less secure in teaching other faiths. Asaresult, the qudity of pupils learning is satisfactory over
time. By theend of Year 2, pupils display good knowledge of the main features of Chridianity.
Pupilsin this age group were seen working effectively in groups, retelling in their own words sories
by and about Jesus. They researched information well using Bibles, and many could explain the
meaning of the stories.

175. By theend of Year 6, pupils have degpened their understanding of Chrigtianity and have been
introduced to other mgor faiths such as Buddhism and Hinduism. They develop a sound
understanding that religions share some common features. For example, the role of festivas and the
importance of giving aswell as recalving are soundly understood. From discussons with pupils, it
was evident that they could make links between the celebration of festivals such as Harves,
Christmas, Hanukkah and Diwdi. InaYear 3, lesson, most pupils were able to explain why Jesus
was not popular with the government of hisday. Ther answers showed a depth of understanding as
they considered how, athough he performed
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many good works, some people became jedous of his popularity. Teachers make good use of the
parish church to support their teaching. Year 6 pupils had visited the church and were consdering
changesto the building to suit the needs of today’ s congregation. Higher attaining pupils could
explain that ‘ church’ not only refersto a building but, more importantly, to agroup of people. This
work was effectively linked to pupils learning in history and geography.

176. Pupilsin Years 1 and 2 make effective use of research skillsin ther learning. However,
teachers of older pupilsin the school do not chalenge pupils sufficiently to search for knowledge of
the activities, rituds, literature and practices of avariety of religious communities, through persond
research. The support provided by the school for pupils with specia educationa needsis good and
alows them to make the same progress in lessons as other pupils. Most pupils throughout the

school show red interest and listen attentively to teachers and to each other. They are keen to
answer, and to ask relevant questions and to take part in discussons. Where pupils spend too much
time gtting listening to the teacher, some lose interest, become restless and play apassverole,

177. The subject co-ordinator is successful in ensuring that religious education is taught asa
discreet subject and that it meets statutory requirements. The subject makes a good contribution to
pupils spiritud, mord, socid and culturd development. More information books are required for
pupils to develop research skills so asto gain a deeper understanding of the subject.
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