INSPECTION REPORT

LEYLAND METHODIST INFANT SCHOOL

Leyland, Preston

LEA area: Lancashire

Unique reference number: 119401

Headteacher: Mrs P Calderbank

Reporting ingpector: Mrs B Walker
1530

Dates of ingpection: 13 — 16 November 2000

Inspection number: 225206

Inspection carried out under section 10 of the School Inspections Act 1996



© Crown copyright 2000

This report may be reproduced in whole or in part for non-commercia educational purposes, provided
that al extracts quoted are reproduced verbatim without adaptation and on condition that the source
and date thereof are stated.

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the School Inspections Act 1996,
the school must provide a copy of this report and/or its summary free of charge to certain categories
of people. A charge not exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies
upplied.



INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Type of school: Infant
School category: Voluntary controlled
Age range of pupils: 4t0 7 years
Gender of pupils. Mixed
School address: Canberra Road
Leyland
Preston
Lancashire
Postcode: PR5 2ET
Telephone number: 01772 431914
Fax number: 01772 457487
Appropriate authority: The governing body
at the above address
Name of chair of governors: MrsJWalling
Date of previous inspection: 19 February 1997

Leyland Methodist Infant School - 3



INFORMATION ABOUT THE INSPECTION TEAM

Team members

Subject responsibilities

Aspect responsibilities

B Walker Registered inspector | English What sort of school isit?
1530
Information and The school’ s results and
communication technology | achievements
Provision for pupils with How well are pupils taught?
special educational needs
How wdll is the school led and
managed?
Wheat should the school do to
improve further?
JButler Lay inspector Pupils attitudes, values and
w28 persona development
How well does the school care
for its pupils?
How well does the school work
in partnership with parents?
R Fredand | Team inspector Science
23283
Geography
History
Physical education
JHamer Team inspector Mathematics How good are the curricular and
31086 othgr opportunities offered to
pupils?
Musc
Religious education
Equa opportunities
P Morris Team inspector Art and design
11446
Design and technology
Areas of learning for
children in the foundation
stage

Leyland Methodist Infant School - 4




The inspection contractor was:
Staffordshire and Midlands Consortium

Mr | H Jones
Kingston Centre
Fairway
Stafford

ST16 3TW

Any concerns or complaints about the ingpection or the report should be raised with the ingpection
contractor. Complaints that are not satisfactorily resolved by the contractor should be raised with
OFSTED by writing to:

The Registrar

Inspection Quality Divison

The Office for Standards in Education
Alexandra House

33 Kingsway

London

WC2B 6SE

Leyland Methodist Infant School - 5



REPORT CONTENTS

PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
Information about the school
How good the schoal is
What the school does well
What could be improved
How the school has improved since its last ingpection
Standards
Pupils attitudes and values
Teaching and learning
Other aspects of the school
How well the schoal is led and managed
Parents' and carers’ views of the school

PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’ s results and achievements
Pupils attitudes, values and personal development

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER
OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED TO PUPILS?

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK [N
PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN
AREAS OF THE CURRICULUM, SUBJECTS AND COURSES

Leyland Methodist Infant School - 6

Page

13

15

17

20

21
21

22

24

27



PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Leyland Methodist Infant School is Stuated in the small town of Leyland, near Preston in
Lancashire. Housing in the areaincludes privately owned and housing association homes. The
socio-economic circumstances of the families are average overdl. Asareault of this even socid
mix, the school has a socidly baanced population. There are 193 pupils on rall, in seven classes.
Trends show more boys than girlsin the schoal in recent years, with the present numbers being 109
boysand 84 girls. Only avery smdl number of pupils come from homes where English is not the
firgt language, and there were no children from such families in the school a the time of the
ingpection. Twenty pupils are entitled to free school medls, (10 per cent), which is lower than the
nationa average. Twelve per cent of pupils have specid educationa needs, which isaso low.
Three pupils have statements of specid educationa need, which is about average. The specid
educationa needs pupilsin the school have speech and communication difficulties or need teaching
in smaler steps than the mgority of pupils. Children enter the Reception Y ear asrisng five year
olds. Attainment on entry is about what would be expected of this age group nationaly.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisisavery effective school where everyone works together to nurture and develop the whole
child. It promotes high academic standards and high standards of behaviour in a caring, consstent
and supportive gpproach. It iswell managed: a clear educationd direction is set. High standards of
teaching and learning are evident at dl times. Educationd inclusion and equa opportunities are given
very good attention, so al pupils enjoy the full range of activities and opportunities provided for their
age group. The quality of education in the two Reception classes is a strength of the school. The
school gives very good vaue for money.

What the school doeswell

Standards of attainment and pupils progress are good.

The Reception class provision is very good in dl aspects.

The provison for pupils with specia educationa needsis good.

Teaching is very good overal in the Reception classes and good overal in Key Stage 1.

The curriculum range and qudity are very good.

The provison for pupils persond, spiritua, mora, socid and culturd development is very good.
The leadership and management of the school are very good.

What could beimproved

The school has no weaknesses

Thisisaschool with many strengths and no weaknesses.
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HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school was last inspected in February 1997. In response to the key issues of that report, the
school has developed rigorous systems of sdlf-evauation and monitoring, which are having a pogtive
impact on teaching, planning and progress. Additionally, the provison for design and technology has
been improved, with the result that attainment is now average and progress is satisfactory in this
subject. All minor points made in the last report have had detailed attention, some with very good
effect. For example, athough there were no key issues about physical education, smal points made
in the report have been followed up and corrected conscientioudy and well. The school has dso
continued to develop more broadly. The Nationd Literacy and Numeracy Strategies have been
implemented thoroughly and suitable resources have been obtained. Leadership roles have been
further developed for al subjects. Thereis careful tracking of pupils attainment and progress as
they move through the school. Some staffing changes have been well managed and a very good
support programme has been devised and implemented for anewly qudified teacher. Improvement
gnce the last inspection has been good. The school has good capacity to sustain its areas of high
performance and to further improve those areas which are a present satisfactory.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by five-year-olds based on average point scoresin National
Curriculum tests.

compared with

Performancein: all schools similar schools Key
1998 1999 2000 2000
. well above average A
Reading A C B B above average B
.. average C
Writing C C C C below average D
Mathematics B D B B well below average E

The school’ sresults for the year 2000 show an improvement on the results for 1999, which showed
adip from previous years, especidly in mathematics. The main reason for these differencesisthe
difference in the pupil intakes. In the year 2000, results are above the nationa and smilar schools
averages for reading and mathematics and smilar to them for writing. Over athree year period
between 1998 and 2000, reading, writing and mathematics standards all exceeded the national
average. Over the same three year period, boys did better than girlsin both reading and writing, but
thereislittle difference between boys and girls mathematica performance. Standards of reading
are condstently good and pupils of dl abilities make effective progress. Higher attaining pupils are
auitably chdlenged in their reading and are given good opportunities to understand and use a full
range of books, including information books. Pupils develop good phonic skills and use them well.
Standards of presentation are good across dl subjects. Attainment in science and information and
communication technology (ICT) is above expectations a the end of Key Stage 1 and progressis
good in these two subjects. Attainment in religious education is above the expectations of the localy
Agreed Syllabus and progressis satisfactory. Attainment in geography, history and physica
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education is above expectations and progress in these subjectsisgood. Attainment in art, desgn
and technology and music isin line with expectations and progress is satisfactory. Pupils with
gpecia educationa needs make good progress through Key Stage 1. By the time they enter Key
Stage 1, the mgority of Reception children will have exceeded the Early Learning Gods, while
Reception children with specid educationa needs will have made good progress towards them.

PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school | Pupils have very good attitudes towards school and their work. They
enjoy therich variety of activities and they know that dl they say and do
isvaued. They like coming to school and they play afull patindl
aspects of schoal life.

Behaviour, in and out of | Behaviour isgood. Pupils have good understanding of what the school
classrooms expects of them and they respond well. The smal dement of boisterous
behaviour is often linked to over-enthusiasm in class

Persond devel opment Pupils persona development isvery good. They form effective

and relationships rel ationships with staff and each other. They accept responsibility reaedily
and treat each other well.
Attendance Attendanceisgood. It is better than the nationd average and there have

been no exclusons. Pupils are punctud.

The school is consstently supportive towardsits pupils. All staff encourage maturity and help pupils
to develop independence. The very good relationships between dl adults and al pupils are
reassuring, o pupils confidence and their ability to contribute to the socid community of the school
incresse seadily.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils:. Agedupto5 aged 5-7 years
years
Lessons seen overdl: 51 Very good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adeguate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

Overdl, 47 per cent of teaching is very good or excellent and 53 per cent is satisfactory or good.
There was no unsatisfactory teaching. Teaching in the two Reception classesis consgtently very
good. Almogt dl of the excellent teaching was in these classes, with one excdllent lesson in Key
Stage 1. Teaching in English isvery good overdl for al dlasses and dl &bility groups. In
mathematics, teaching is good overal. The teaching of pupils with specid educationa needsis
good, whether being carried out by the teachers or the support staff. The skills of literacy are taught
very well, with very good atention to phonic skills, which pupils learn and use very effectively. The
teaching of numeracy killsisgood. Teaching sirengths include the good planning and preparation,
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good subject knowledge, good understanding of the needs of pupils, high expectations, very good
management of pupils and very good use of support staff, resources and time. The school makes
every effort to meet the needs of al its pupils, and is very successful in doing so. Through the good
and very good teaching, pupils of al ages develop very high levels of interest, concentration and

independence.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The qudity and range of the | The curriculum range and quality are very good. Pupils enjoy learning
curriculum about many different things and as aresult they learn well and show high

levels of interest in dl that happensin school.

Provison for pupils with
specia educationd needs

Provisonisgood. Pupils specia educationd needs are identified at an
early stage and al concerns are followed up. The register of specid
educationa needsiswell maintained and dl avalable servicesare
utilised for the support of these pupils. Staff in the school keep good
records and al documents are up to date and show good attention to
progressin learning. There is good communication between teachers
and support staff, which further benefits these pupils.

Provison for pupils
persond, indluding spiritud,
mord, socid and cultura
development

Provison is very good overdl. From starting school, pupils are helped
with the growth of independence and sdif-reliance. They learn how to
meake a contribution to the school community and understand how it
works. The provison for spiritual development isevident in dl
provison. Mora and socid guidance is consstently very good, playsa
very important role, and is presented in ways that pupils understand.
Cultura development is good.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

Thisisacaring school, which makes very good overal provison for
welfare and guidance. Thereis very good support for promoting
persona development and good behaviour. Thereis good support for
pupils academic progress. Good use of assessment to check pupils
attainment and progress aso ensures that curriculum planning continues
to take the learning forward.

Thereisagood partnership with parents. The school has very good provison for pupils welfare
and child protection. The curriculum has srengthsin the provison for under-fives and in English
throughout the school. Provison for phonic skills development iswell understood and well
resourced. This adds to the good reading provision and leadsto effective spdling. Physical
education is challenging and effective. The curriculum meets dl statutory requirements.
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HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and The leadership by the headteacher isvery good. Thereis clear educationa
management by the direction set through athorough development plan. All key members of
headteacher and other key | gaff fulfil their responghilities very well. All subject leaders take their roles
deff serioudy and develop the subjects effectively. Specia educationa needs

arrangements are clear and well managed. Literacy developments have
been very effective. The leadership of numeracy isvery effective. Staff
work as ateam and understand their contribution to the overdl effort.

How wél the governors
fulfil their respongbilities

The mgority of governors have limited experience but team support for the
school and strong commitment are evident. At present there is satisfactory
impact on the shaping of the school’ s direction, but governors have quickly
developed a good understanding of the school’ s Strengths and possible
developmentd directions, which will support future work. Governors are
effective in fulfilling their Satutory duties.

The school’ s evauation of
its performance

Thereis good effect from the monitoring and evauation procedures of the
school. Developments are monitored to check the success of the
outcomes. Pupils attainment and progress are tracked, with any concerns
being followed up. Any weaknesses are found and remedies are built into
the curriculum. Pupils are given targets to help them achieve more
effectively. The school keeps a good watch on its overall sandards from
year to year and gtrives to improve them. Teaching quality is monitored,
with useful feedback to help everyone to develop.

The gtrategic use of
resources

The schoal’ s funds are used wisdly to improve educationa provision.
Staffing arrangements are very good and al members of saff are helped to
be fully effective through the leadership, teamwork and good collaboration.
Staff development work iswell matched to school priorities. New staff are
inducted very well. Resources are good and are used well to support
teaching and learning. All teaching areas are well organised and effective.
The school’ s accommodeation is attractive and used effectively.

Thereis very good, shared commitment to improve and capacity to succeed. Thereisadways very
good effort to get the best possible value for money. The accommodation and learning resources
aregood. The g&ffing isvery good, with teaching and support staff’ s skills and qudifications being
of avery good match to the needs of the pupils and the demands of the curriculum. The leadership
of the school ensures that the school’ s mission statement and aims, to nurture the whole child,

pervade al its work.
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PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parentswould like to see improved

Ther children like schooal. - A small proportion of parents would like
The school expects their children to work more information about how well therr child

hard and do their best. isdoing at school.
The schoal is approachable.
The school iswdl led and managed.

The school helps children to become mature
and responsible.

Children make good progress.
The school works closely with parents.
Behaviour is good.

Inspectors agree with dl positive comments. The information sent to parents about their children’s
progressis satisfactory. The school isworking out ways to improve this further.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’sresults and achievements

1

Attainment in reading in the 2000 nationd tests at the end of Key Stage 1 was well above the
nationa average and well above the average for schools with smilar numbers of free school
medls. Attainment in writing in these tests was Smilar to the nationa average and the average
for dmilar schools. Attainment in reading, writing, spesking and listening in the ingpection is
above average overd| and pupils make good progress, including those with specid
educationa needs. The difference between test results and ingpection resultsin reading is
because tests are held in May after two terms of work, and the inspection was held in
November, which is only part way through the first term of the academic year. Writing is
showing improved attainment at present becauise the school has set a priority on improving
writing. 1n 1999, results were lower than usud, but this was related to the ability range of the
pupilsin that year group. Trendsin test results over the four years between 1996 and 1999
show that reading has been well above the nationd average and writing has been above the
national average. Over the same four years, boys have performed better than girlsin both
reading and writing: there is no clear reason for this at this stage.

Attainment in mathematics in the most recent nationa tests at the end of Key Stage 1 is above
the national average and above the average for smilar schools. Attainment in mathematicsin
the ingpection is above average. Pupils, including those with specia educationa needs, make
good progress. Trends in test results between 1996 and 1999 have been above the national
average, dthough in 1999 they dipped to the average due to the ability range of the pupil
intake. 1n 2000 they improved again. There is no sgnificant difference between the
performance of boys and girlsin this subject.

Standards in literacy are good overdl. Pupils read effectively and use reading wel in their
learning. They produce pieces of writing in most subjects, and can write for arange of
reasons, such as explaining their science or eventsin history, aswell as writing stories,
descriptions, poems and listsin English. Pupils understand sounds well, and as aresult, their
spelling and reading are congtantly improved. Standards in numeracy are good. Pupils can
use numbers effectively in arange of Stuations and subjects.

In the most recent teacher assessments at the end of Key Stage 1, attainment in scienceis
above the nationa average and above the average for amilar schools. In the ingpection,
attainment in science at the end of Key Stage 1 is aso above the nationa average. Progressin
science is good.

Attainment in information and communication technology at the end of Key Stage 1 is above
nationa expectations, and progressis good.

Attainment in religious education is above the expectations of the locally Agreed Syllabus.
Progress is satisfactory.
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Attainment in history and geography is above nationa expectations at the end of Key Stage 1
and pupils make good progress. Attainment in physica education is good with some very
good elements, and progressisgood. Attainment in art and design, and in design and
technology isin line with expectations at the end of Key Stage 1 and pupils make satisfactory
progress in these subjects. A limited amount of evidence suggests that attainment in music
meets expectations at the end of Key Stage 1.

Standards in the two Reception classes are very good. Pupils make very good progressin
their persond, socid and emotiond devel opment, knowledge and understanding of the world,
cregtive development and physica development. They make good progressin
communication, language and literacy and their mathematical skills and understanding. By the
time they enter Key Stage 1, the maority of pupils will have exceeded the Early Learning
Gods, while pupils with specid educationa needs will have made very good progress towards
them.

Pupils with specid educationa needsin al parts of the school make good progressin relation
to their prior attainment. Their programmes of work include attention to well identified targets
for learning, and the steedy review and evaluation by staff ensure that they move forward in
their learning through new targets at an gppropriate rete.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

10.

11.

12.

The high standards of behaviour and enthusiasm for school found at the last inspection have
been maintained. Pupils attitudes to school are very good. They like coming to schoal, are
eager to learn, and are often Smply burdting to answer questions during the effective and
stimulating sessons which follow pieces of teaching. They concentrate well and are often
ingpired to reach high standards of speaking, knowledge and understanding. Reception class
pupils make very good progress in their persond and social development. Thiswas
particularly well demondtrated in aliteracy sesson for these pupils, when the teachers ‘ made
Kipper's cake. The pupils showed a mature level of understanding of the subtleties of the
joke between the adults as they acted out their gpologies for making amess. In many lessons
pupils showed their capacity to carry out investigations, or complete pieces of work very
independently.

Behaviour throughout the school isgood. Pupils are well aware of the high standards
expected of them and they conduct themselves well, often with amaturity beyond their years.
Most pupils show good sdlf-control, respect for people and property, and try hard to follow
indructions. Occasondly afew pupils, mainly boys, become over-exuberant when the
content of alesson is particularly exciting, and can present a challenge. However, they quickly
calm down in response to the teachers wide range of srategies, which are effectivein
promoting good behaviour. Playtimes are generadly harmonious and good-natured, with little
upsets quickly soothed.

Reationships are very good. The school ethosis cadm and caring, with clear evidence that all
members, pupils and staff, are understanding and thoughtful towards one another. Pupils are

Leyland Methodist Infant School - 14



13.

14.

particularly anxious to be helpful, and like to help their classmates, for instance in learning new
computer skills, aswell as helping the teacher. They are taught to recognise and respect the
different fedings, values and beliefs of others. Thereis agenuine sense of shared celebration
when any pupil achieves particular success, ether in school or in out-of school activities.

The persond development of pupilsisvery good. From ther arriva in the Reception class,
they make good progress in devel oping independence and in learning how to work and play
together. They are confident, and can express their own fedings and emotions. They are able
to make reasoned choices, and in many cases are cgpable of judging how well they are getting
on in relation to the targets set for them in English, mathematics and persona devel opment.
Through teaching in assembly and lessons, as well as by example, pupils learn the importance
of taking on those characterigtics of bravery, kindness, and consideration which will stand
them in good stead as they grow older.

Attendance is good and is regularly above the nationd average for primary schoals.
Unauthorised absence is very low. Parents ensure that their children arrive a school on time.
The school now meetsthe lega requirement to publish its attendance figures. There have been
no exclusons.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

15.

16.

17.

Teaching isgood overdl. All teeching is satisfactory or better, with amost haf being very
good or excellent. Mogt of the eight per cent of excdllent teaching was seen in the two
Reception classes, with one excellent lesson seenin Key Stage 1. Much very good teaching
was seen in dl parts of the school, and in total, this amounted to 39 per cent. Of the
remainder, 41 per cent was good and twelve per cent was satisfactory. Thereisastrong
team approach to teaching which is particularly effective in the school’ s reading and phonics
provison, the planning for teaching, the organisation in classrooms, the management of pupils
and the provison of speaking and listening opportunities. The school leadership plays a highly
influentia role in these matters and has a very good impact on teaching sandards.

The teaching of literacy isvery good and the teaching of numeracy isgood. The differenceis
because the Nationd Literacy Strategy is now very well established in the school, while the
National Numeracy Strategy is till being developed. Teachers work hard at their planning,
using their good subject knowledge well, and they plan effectively for learning to take place by
having clear objectives and good classsroom methods. Their monitoring activities through
subject co-ordination roles have a continuing positive influence, as dl teachers help each other
and the support staff to improve, keep up-to-date and enjoy greater success.

Teachers dways set agood example for pupils, and thisis evident in some of the teaching.

For example, the very good teaching in ICT, results from the patient and caring way that skills
are taught to individuas. Because thereisalimited number of computers, teachers often have
to build this ingruction and guidance into the time and provision for other subjects. Thiswas
seeninaYear 2 class when the teacher was leading a lesson about characterisation in English.
At the sametime, individua pupils were learning some of the elements of word processng on
the computer. Where pupils could manage together, the teacher organised for those with
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18.

19.

20.

21.

confidence and skills to help those who were il learning. She dso showed great ill in
knowing which pupils would not benefit from such an gpproach, and for these pupils she,
hersdf, gave the help needed at the computer. Throughout this work she was able to maintain
very good atention to individuas while aso ensuring that the whole class maintained their
attention to the classwork. She aways found time at the appropriate moment, and was
aways courteous and patient with the pupil, never keeping the whole class waiting while she
dedt with the individud.

Other variations in teaching qudlity result from the different levels of classroom support which
are possible, the opportunities teachers have had for developing subject knowledge together,
the guidance provided by the co-ordinator for the subject or the level of development attached
currently through the school development plan. While al of these processes affect the school
at present, they are a different developmental pointsin each subject, but the devel opment
planning gives good attention to ongoing development in teaching. Variations between the
teaching of under-fives and the teaching of Key Stage 1 pupils are mainly because the two
Reception class teachers are very experienced and have worked together for along time, so
ther skillsare very well refined. The Key Stage 1 staff includes teachers who are newly
gppointed to the school, one of whom is newly qudified. During the ingpection there were
aso some supply teachersin Key Stage 1.

The excdlent teaching included very secure understanding of how young children learn, using
fun, laughter, skilled organisation, interesting contexts, variety and the excellent pupil to teacher
rel ationships to make the very best of every opportunity for learning. The excdlent and very
good teaching used assessment opportunities and knowledge very well to ensure continued
learning for al ability groups. Inavery good Year 1 history lesson, the teacher used a series
of teddy bearsto turn pupilsinto investigators. They had to find out about the clues which tell
how old things are. The spesking and ligtening involved them very well, while the tasks
carefully took into account their writing capabilities.

There is satisfactory use of homework to support reading. Teachers use resources very
effectively, and explore a very good range of items, pictures and software to help maintain
interest in learning. In avery good Y ear 1 geography lesson the teacher was successful in
introducing pupils to chalenging ideas about countries of the world, the world being round,
and the view of the world from space, by effective use of a globe, maps, and the travels of
Paddington Bear. The lighting up of the globe caused the pupils to gasp with wonder.
Teachers have good questioning skills, which involve pupilsin the lesson and make learning
more secure. For example, inaYear 2 literacy sesson, the questioning of individuals and the
clear teaching points ensured that pupils of al abilities became familiar with the ‘ow’ and ‘ou’
sounds, and had every opportunity to give good examples, suggesting words such as
‘voucher” and ‘ cowboy’ which they could then spell correctly.

The teaching of pupilswith specid educationa needsis good overdl. These pupils receive
well-matched work and have full accessto al activities with the class. Where they receive
separate teaching, for example, in literacy, they have this opportunity at the same time as the
classdoes. Ther provison a these timesis by aspecid educationa needs assstant, and is
awayswedl structured and effective. Teachers, specia educationa needs assistants and class
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22.

teachers have good communication to ensure that activities are appropriate to the learning
needs and progression in learning continues effectively.

At the time of the last inspection, there was eight per cent of unsatisfactory teaching. Thisled
to some cases of skills not being practised, some too-easy work and some too-challenging
work. Not al teachers assessments of learning and attainment were accurate. All of these
weaknesses have been atended to, and now there is good assessment which is used well to
inform the planning and the progresson in learning. Improvement since the last inspection has
been good.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILS?

23.

24,

25.

The schoal’ s provision for the curriculum is very good. It meets the statutory requirementsto
teach the Nationa Curriculum in Key Stage 1 and complies with the locally Agreed Syllabus
for religious education. The curriculum is broad and balanced, with awide range of
opportunities to meet the needs and interests of pupils. The school gives particularly effective
focusto the ddlivery of English and mathematics. The Nationa Literacy and Numeracy
Strategies have been implemented successfully and are having a positive impact on standards.
All subjects have schemes that give details of the work to be covered and the expected
learning outcomes and these give a sound basis for ensuring continuity and progresson in
pupils learning. Curriculum co-ordinators give ahigh level of support to ensure very good
provison. The school is currently reviewing its schemes of work with reference to guidance
from the Qudifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) and adapting the advice to the needs
of the school. This represents an improvement since the last ingpection. Provision for pupils
who have specid educationa needsis good and they make good progress in relation to their
prior attainment.

Teachers planning isgood. Thereisa curriculum overview for the Foundation Stage and Key
Stage 1, supported by long term planning detailing the work to be covered during each year.
Teachers plan together and this is effective in ensuring that pupils of the same age receive the
same opportunities for learning and that they make at least sound progress as they move
through the school. In subjects other than literacy and numeracy, teachers plan carefully for
linked subject work and thisis particularly effective in ensuring that programmes of study for
foundation subjects are covered in sufficient detail. Weekly plans give clear objectives for
pupils learning and teachers evauate the effectiveness of teaching on pupils progress.

Priority is given to developing basic skills. For example, speaking and listening skills are well
developed through every area of the curriculum. Pupils have opportunities to develop arange
of writing for different purposesin anumber of subjects. In English and mathematics, teachers
match the work to the needs of the pupils through differentiated activities. In other subjects,
differentiation is mostly by outcome but, nevertheless pupils are sufficiently challenged and, in
physica education, thereisahigh levd of chdlenge for dl pupils. In mathematics and science,
teachers provide many opportunities for investigative work and problem solving.

Curricular provison for pupilsin the Foundation Stage is excellent. Planning is from the
nationaly recommended Early Learning Gods and is particularly effective in ensuring that
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27.

28.

29.

30.

31

pupils make good progress. Teachers match the work very closdly to the needs of the pupils
and are credtive in the ways that they promote learning. A very effective literacy lesson, when
teachers “made acake’, gave an excdlent example of collaborative planning between
teachers, non-teaching staff and the headteacher. The environment is simulating and well
sructured. Pupils respond very positively to the high expectations and make very good
progress, particularly in developing their initiative and becoming independent learners.

The development of pupils ability to work independently and show initiative is very noticegble
throughout the school and is an area of strength.

Strategies for teaching the basic skills of literacy are very good and ensure that pupils make
good progress. The Nationd Literacy Strategy is now very well established in the school.
Thereis astructured reading programme, which isimplemented imaginatively to encourage
enjoyment in reading and a detailed phonics programme underpins the development of reading
and spdling. Pupils who have specid educationd needs are supported in smal groups and
meake good progress with reading. Thisinvolves withdrawa from the class; it is carefully
planned to take place during literacy and reading sessons to ensure that pupils receive ther full
entitlement to the curriculum.

Provison for the teaching of numeracy skillsisgood. Teachers have implemented the

Nationd Numeracy Strategy and thisis proving very effective in raisng sandards in numeracy.
Teachers have good subject knowledge and dl pupils make good progress. At the time of the
ingpection most mathemeatics work seen was on numeracy but there is planned provison for
other aspects of mathematics. Pupils responses show that investigative and problem solving
skillsarewe| developed. Pupils show enthusiasm for the work and their ability to work
independently and persevere with tasks is highly developed.

Extra-curricular provison is excellent. Pupils have the opportunity to atend a number of clubs
outside the school day, covering physica education, computers, guitars, choir and First Aid.

In the clubs seen, pupils were very enthusiastic and eager to contribute. Activities were well
planned and encouraged pupils to participate. Homework for pupilsin Year 2 effectively
supports classroom work.

The school makes good use of the extensive grounds, playing field and pond areas to enrich
the curriculum, and very good use of educationd vists and visitors to further enhance the
taught curriculum. There are regular visits from the police, the fire service, the school nurse
and the minigter. The recently established link with a schoal in Irdland will be deve oped
further through the use of the internet. An excellent learning experience for pupilsisa
resdentid vist of two nights, which links to anumber of curriculum aress. It israrefor pupils
of this age to have opportunities for resdentid visits and the school makes excdllent use of this
facility. In addition to extending the pupils curricular experiences, this visit enhances and
supports the very good provison for developing pupils persona and socid skills.

Provision for equdity of accessisgood. The school is committed to equdity of opportunity.

Thereisadetalled specid educationa needs policy and the school complies fully with the
Code of Practice for specid educationa needs. Pupilswith specid educational needs are
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33.

35.

36.

37.

effectively supported and benefit from the broad range of opportunities. Pupils with individua
education plans have specific targets that closdy match their needs and are regularly
monitored to ensure progress. Parents are involved at an early stage in the process. Although
there is no policy for gifted and talented pupils, Saff have undergone training in providing a
chdlenging curriculum for higher ataining pupils and these pupils achieve at an appropriate
level.

Provison for persond, socid and hedlth education is very good. Pupils are aware of the
importance of hedlthy eating and exercise. Pupilstak about ‘hedthy’ and ‘unhedthy’ food
and are beginning to be able to make decisions about the right kind of foods and exercise.
The provison for drugs education is appropriate to the age and understanding of the pupils.
The governing body has agreed that formal sex education will be provided in the junior schoal,
athough teachers will respond to questions and inquiries from pupils. Pupils persona
development is addressed through al areas of the curriculum, and adults in the school act as
very good role modds for pupils.

The school makes good use of the locality. In addition to vigtors from the community, pupils
vigt theloca church, and support loca charities, cultivating their awareness of community and
respongbility for others. Pupils had taken part in awak round the town, which developed
geographica and hitorica skills, aswell as providing opportunities for writing and art-work.

The schoal has very effective links with the junior school to which the pupilstransfer. The
headteacher of the junior school regularly leads music sessions with the pupils, junior pupils
attend assembliesto display awards, and groups of pupils attend performances a each other’s
school. A recent concert, when junior and infant pupils performed on guitars, was very
successful and encouraged pupils to take up amusica instrument. Teachers from both
schools share in-service training and there have been opportunities for teachers to observe
teaching in the partner schooal.

The school’s provison for pupils spiritua, mord, socid and cultura development is very
good. The school has continued to promote positive values and attitudes in the pupils.

Provison for spiritual development is very good. Concern for spiritual development is clearly
addressed in the school aims and spirituaity permestes the curriculum. Pupils spiritud
development is enhanced through acts of worship, religious education lessons and the links
with theloca church. Musicis used very effectively to hep pupils express moods and
emotions. There are very good opportunities throughout the school day for pupilsto
experience wonder and explore ther fedings, including a quiet reflection time during lunch. A
particularly effective religious education lesson helped pupils to internalise and express fedings
of joy and disgppointment through unwrapping exciting parcas. The recent provision of a
prayer box develops pupils spiritud growth and socia awareness through praying for others.

Provison for mora educetion is very good. Teachers act as good role models, treating pupils
with respect and consideration. There are some instances of boisterous behaviour but
teachers use awide range of strategiesto help pupilsto develop self-discipline and to
encourage thoughtful behaviour. Pupils know the difference between right and wrong, treat
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38.

39.

school equipment with respect and take responsibility for their own actions. Mord vaues are
emphasised through the school aims and values.

Provision for pupils socia development isvery good. Pupilsin the Reception class are very
independent, capable of choosing activities and explaining their choices. They take turnsand
share with others. Older pupils work well with each other, discussing ideas and sharing
equipment. They show independence and take responsibility for others. Adultsin the school
set agood example for pupils and promote good rel ationships throughout the school.

The schoal’s provision for cultura education isgood. The generd ethos of the school
promotes positive attitudes. Pupils are aware of other cultures and religious beliefs and show
sengtivity in talking about different ways of life. Thereis a reasonable range of books on other
faths and cultures in the reading provison and in the schoal library. Pupilslisten to music from
different countries and there are paintings and artefacts from other cultures displayed around
the school .

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

40.

41.

42.

43.

The school makes very good provision for the welfare of its pupils. All staff, whether teaching
or non-teaching, are vigilant and caring, placing a high priority on the safety and well-being of
pupils. Child protection procedures are good, and follow agreed guidelines. Hedlth and
safety is monitored well and issues are dedt with immediately. For the future well-being of
pupils, they are taught the principles of healthy esating and the need for regular exercise, asin
thevisgit by a“‘hedthy heart’ team earlier thisyear. The procedures for recording attendance
and monitoring absences are effective.

The quality of support and guidance provided for the academic and persond development of
pupilsis very good and continues to be well monitored. 1t makes amgjor contribution to the
good standards achieved. The class teachers and headteacher know the pupils very well and
sengtively encourage them to meet the high expectations. There isflexibility in the way
different pupils are helped to meet their persond targets, and the qudity of support for those
with specid educationa needsis particularly good.

Good use is made of test results; this helps the teachers to group pupils appropriately and to
see whether individuals are making appropriate progress. A detailed knowledge of the level
of understanding reached by each pupil means that teachers can plan and prepare the next
learning steps appropriately. The use of assessment underpins the system of short-term
targets in English and mathematics and in the careful planning of science, history, geography
and physicd educetion.

The wide range of teaching Strategies, praise and rewards designed to emphasi se and promote
good behaviour are a strength of the school. Staff are consstent in their focus on positive role
models and their high expectations. The award of a conker to those classes who conduct
themsdves wdll on entering and leaving the assembly hall was an gppropriate seasond touch
which helps to develop the idea of corporate responsibility. The school places consderable
emphasis on the persond development of pupils and provides many opportunities for them to
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learn about, and reflect on, those Chrigtian vaues of love, kindness, forgiveness and gratitude
which they then demondtrate in their dedlings with one another.

44. Very good links with the pre-school Tiddlywinks group ensure that pupils are sengtively
supported as they enter full-time school, and the school has improved its procedures at the
very beginning of the day when pupils enter the building. The provison of aresdentid vidt for
pupilsin Year 2 makes amaor contribution to the persond development of pupils by giving
them opportunities to live and share together, as well asto meet new challenges and grow in
confidence. The close relationship with the junior school provides a secure and well-
supported transition to Key Stage 2.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

45. Paentsthink highly of the school and particularly vaue its high expectations for their children
and the way it helps them to become mature and responsible. The welcoming and supportive
atmosphere continues to be a feature which parents gppreciate, and which encourages a high
level of parenta support and involvement.

46. The school provides awide range of information to assist parentsin support of their children’s
education. Termly ligts of the specific areas to be covered, as well as meetings about how
numeracy and literacy are taught, contribute well to parenta involvement, and some parents
extend this support by volunteering to help in school. A few parents dill fed they would like
more information about how their children are getting on. The ingpection found that
information to parents about their children’s progress is satisfactory, but the schoal is seeking
ways of further improving such information by finding an efficient way of conveying to parents
the persond learning targets set by teachers for pupils. The school aready provides the
opportunity for a home-school didogue in the reading diaries, and by sharing reading targets
on bookmarks. At the parents meeting in January teachers discuss each child’'s English and
mathematics targets, as well as progress made. The full written annua progress reports are
clear and detailed.

47. Theimpact of parents on the life and work of the school isvery good. In addition to home
support by hearing reading, and helping with homework tasks, parents provide generous
support for the activities organised by the Friends of the School. This group of parents and
friends arrange a wide programme of events which enhance the socid life of the school and the
loca community, aswell asraisng funds for educationa resources. Some parents dso assst
with the resdentid vidt and with various areas of the curriculum.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

48. Leadership and management are very good. The headteacher’ s management makes avery
good impact on the schoal’ s positive ethos and its overal success. Thereisaclear drategic
development plan, which isbased on afull audit of school needs. The headteacher, acting
deputy and other key staff fulfil their roles very effectively, setting a clear educationd direction
which reflects the school’sams. The whole staff work together as ateam, supporting each
other and setting high standards. The financiad resources of the school are used very
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50.

5l

52.

effectively. Specific grants have been obtained and used to improve the building, new stock
has been purchased to support recent curriculum devel opments, especidly the Nationd
Literacy and Numeracy Strategies, resources are organised so that they can be accessed for
maximum use, and al spending islinked to best vaue principles by shopping around for the
best qudity and price. Spending is carefully monitored.

The governing body, athough recently established in its present membership, is effectively
fulfilling dl of its regponghilities and developing a high profile to support the leedership of the
school. Governors are quickly getting to know the strengths of the school and understand its
areas for devdopment. They show avery high leve of commitment by becoming involved in
many agpects of the school’s work, spending time in assemblies, working in classrooms and
supporting other school activities.

In response to the last ingpection report, the school development plan has a clear Strategic
element related to monitoring and evaluation. This agpect of school development isgood. It
has been addressed thoroughly and is affecting quaity and standards positively in al aress.
There are regular reviews to check the effectiveness of the school’s work and that the
outcomes lead to further action. For example, for a number of the subjects there have been
small development plans prepared as aresult of such evaluation. Detailed monitoring of
standards has been devel oped over the last three years. The outcomes of the nationa tests
are andysed for strengths and wesknesses, which then are addressed through the curriculum.
Individud pupils results are checked to monitor their progressin relation to the basdline
assessment when they entered school. Recent baseline assessments include predictions of
Year 2 test results. At present the school does not track girls and boys' results separately to
monitor and seek reasons for any gender differences.

Curriculum co-ordination roles have been developed well since the last inspection. All co-
ordinators have had help to ensure that they are able to carry out this respongibility effectively,
and dl show at least satisfactory competence in offering leadership and guidance to
colleagues, with some examples of good and very good subject leadership. A good example
isthe leadership of English, which has helped every teacher to fed confident in teaching the
literacy strategy. The qudity of planning and teaching is checked, with guidance being offered
to support any weaknesses. The newly qudified teacher is fully supported through the
application of a carefully designed programme, clear targets for development, guidance from
the appointed mentor and vigits to see effective teaching in other classes and other schools.
The gtaff development programme is firmly linked to school priorities and makes a good
impact. Thereis strong, shared commitment and very good capacity for continuing success.

The organisation of classes, the sirategic use of staff and the very good use of resourcesin the
school al have good impact on qudity and standards. The qudity of the aff and the
teamwork are very good. Pupils persona development has a high priority in dl provision.
Pupils academic standards are supported through ongoing assessment which then guides
curriculum planning, helpful marking by teachers, new challenges and lots of encouragement.
The use in the school of very clear developmenta schemes for reading and phonics ensure that
basc sills are taught well and used well by pupils. New teachers are given congderable help
to prepare them to use these schemes successfully.  Teachers have good understanding of
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pupils progress and ensure that effective rates are maintained. Supply teachers are given
good planning details to help them carry out their respongibilities. Specia educationa needs
provison is managed very wdl. All records for these pupils are up to date and dl funds used
effectively in their support. The accommodation isgood. The schoal is a bright, encouraging
and simulating learning environment. The accommodation receives ongoing attention, with a
recently built and devel oped new classroom and improvement in the facilities and access for
the disabled. Further plans for improving the pupils entrance areas are dready in hand. The
grounds are in very good order and used well to support the curriculum.

Since the last ingpection the leadership and management of the school has been strengthened
and developed and isnow very good. The schodl is very effective as aresult of the strategic
management. Attainment on entry isaverage. Standards are improving again after adip in
1999, which was mainly the effect of an intake with a higher proportion of lower ataning
pupils. Inthe year 2000 standards are good. All pupils make good progress. The quality of
teaching is very good in the Reception classes and good overdl in Key Stage 1. The school
gives very good vaue for money.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

Key Issues:

54,

The school is successful and there are no key issues.

Minor Issues which should be considered by the schooal:

55.

a) Consder how the marking of work might be further developed to tell pupils how to
improve, and how information to the homes could tell parents about pupils learning

targets.
(Paragraphs 42, 46, 90, 93).

b) Condgder tracking the attainment of boys and girls separately to see whether any reasons

for differences can be uncovered in the longer term.
(Paragraphs 50, 76)
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of |essons observed 51
Number of discussions with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 60
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excelent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor

8% 3% 41% 12% 0 0 0

The table gives the percentage of teaching observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about |essons.
I nformation about the school’ s pupils
Pupils on the school’sroll Nursery | YR-Y2
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) N/A 193
Number of full-time pupils digible for free school meds N/A 20
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery YR-Y2
Number of pupils with statements of specid educational needs N/A 3
Number of pupils on the school’s specid educational needs register N/A 23
English as an additional language No of pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additiond language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 10
Pupils who left the school other than at the usua time of leaving 9
Attendance
Authorised absence % Unauthorised absence %
School data 4.2 School data 0.2
National comparative data 5.2 National comparative data 0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1

Year | Boys | Girls | Tota
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 1 for the latest | 2000 43 26 69
reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing M athematics

Boys 41 36 42
Numbers of pupils at Girls 24 25 24
NC level 2 and above Total 65 61 66
Percentage of pupils Schoal A (79) 83 (78) 9% (81)
at NC leve 2 or above National 84 (82) 85 (83) 90 (86)

Teachers Assessments English M athematics Science

Boys 33 39 41
Numbers of pupils at Girls 24 24 24
NC levd 2 and above Total 62 63 65
Percentage of pupils School 90 (81) 91 (85) A (87)
a NC leve 2 or above National a4 (86) 88 (86) 88 (86)
Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year (i.e. 1999).
Ethnic background of pupils Exclusionsin the last school year

No of Fixed period | Permanent
pupils

Black — Caribbean heritage 0 Black — Caribbean heritage 0 0
Black — African heritage 0 Black — African heritage 0 0
Black — other 0 Black — other 0 0
Indian 0 Indian 0 0
Pakistani 0 Pakistani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 0 Chinese 0 0
White 193 White 0 0
Any other minority ethnic group 0 Other minority ethnic groups 0 0

This table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only.
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Teachers and classes
Qualified teachersand classes. YR —Year 2

Financial information

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) | 7.7 Financial year 1999/2000
Number of pupils per qualified teacher 25.1
Average classsize 27.6 £

Tota income 333675
Education support staff: YR —Year 2 Tota expenditure 337607
Total number of education support staff 6.0 Expenditure per pupil 1689
Total aggregate hours worked per week A Balance brought forward from previous 23166

year

Balance carried forward to next year 19234
Results of the survey of parents and carers
Questionnairereturn rate

Number of questionnaires sent out 190
Number of questionnaires returned 127
Per centage of responsesin each category
Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know

My child likes schoal. 61 36 2 0 0
My child is making good progress in school. 53 41 2 1 3
Behaviour in the school is good. 45 47 2 1 6
My child gets the right amount of work to do at 39 50 9 2 0
home.
The teaching is good. 4 40 2 0 4
| am kept well informed about how my child is 27 53 14 5
getting on.
I would feel comfortable about approaching the 65 29 5 1 1
school with questions or a problem.
The school expects my child to work hard and 72 26 2 0 1
achieve his or her best.
The school works closely with parents. 42 46 6 2 3
The school iswell led and managed. 63 31 2 0 5
The school is helping my child become mature and 55 11 1 1 2
responsible.
The school provides an interesting range of activities 35 36 9 2 19
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outside lessons.
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PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE
CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

56.

57.

Children begin in the Reception classesin the September of the academic year in which they
have their fifth birthday. Most children have some pre-school experience and many transfer to
the Reception classes from the school’ s pre-school group Tiddlywinks. Links between the
Reception classes and Tiddlywinks are very good and recently the staff have jointly developed
an assessment and recording booklet to help ensure continuity of progress and learning
experiences through the Foundation Stage. Basdline assessment undertaken with the
Reception children at the beginning of the year reved s that children are of average attainmen.

The last OFSTED ingpection report in 1997 indicated that the children in the Foundation
Stage made good progressin most areas of learning. This ingpection reved s that the school
has not only maintained this good progress but in the five areas of persond and socid
development, language and literacy, knowledge and understanding of the world, crestive
development and physica development, the children now make very good progress. In
mathematica development, progressisgood. Thisimprovement is due to very good planning,
teaching that is never less than good, often very good and sometimes excedllent and the very
good organisation of the accommodation which presents children with stimulating activity
aress.

Teaching

58.

59.

The qudlity of teaching in the Foundation Stage is very good overdl and is sometimes
excdlent. The school has continued to build on the very high qudity of teaching and learning in
al areas seen during the last inspection. A mgor strength is the outstanding teamwork to
which dl adults contribute. Very careful planning aimed at addressing the needs of al children
provides a very secure framework for future learning. Planning is continuoudy assessed and
evauated and changes are made in the light of findings. All s&ff are very clear about whet is
expected of them. The very high qudity of their knowledge and understanding of their
children’s needs is one of the mgor factors contributing to the children’s very good rates of
progress.

By the time the children are ready to Sart in Year 1 the mgority will have exceeded the Early
Learning Goal's, whilst children with specid educationa needs will have made good progress
towards attaining them.

Personal, social and emotional devel opment

60.

Teachers provide very good opportunities to develop the children’s persona and socid skills,
through very well planned opportunities for them to work and play together in small and class
groups. Progressis very good because teachers and other well informed members of staff
take every opportunity to extend and consolidate these skills and ensure the children have a
secure, imulating, interesting and well-organised learning environment. The open plan
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62.

63.

classrooms and activity areas are particularly purposeful and, for example, include a variety of
role play areas, a condruction area and wet and dry sand areas; each having carefully planned
Early Learning God's outcomes displayed prominently to help guide adult helpers.

The children are secure in school routines and readily join in discussion about the need for
rules and sharing, as for example when they were planning their pond visit. The children are
polite and respectful of each other and they take their lead in this from the standards and
vauesthat their teachers set when talking to them. The vauing of dl the children’s opinions by
the gtaff contributes Sgnificantly to raisng of their confidence and self-esteem. The children
play together harmonioudy, as for example when they are deciding who should be the
shopkeeper or customer in their vegetable shop or when they are taking it in turns to perform
in the puppet theetre.

Children are encouraged to dress and undress themsel ves independently for physical activities
and are very confident in finding their way to take messages to teachers or taking the register
to the secretary.

Children are rapidly gaining in confidence when spesking to adults and frequently engaged the
ingpectorsin their activities as, for example, when sdlling vegetables in the shop, explaining
what was happening in the puppet theatre and a so describing who the characterswerein a
smdl cameo of Cinderdla

The children are made aware of persond hygiene, and the washing of their handsis
emphasised. Sengtive class and group discussions remind children of the importance of the
fedings and beliefs of others and to support each other.

Communication, language and literacy

65.

The teaching of language and literacy is very good and this enables children to make good
progress. Very good questioning techniques and clear lesson objectives shared with the
children continuoudy challenge children to participate, thus the children’s command of
language and confidence in using it is growing rgpidly. Opportunities to engage in the role play
areas whether independently or with adults are used well to develop spesking skills. The
children enjoy storiesand in ‘mini’ literacy lessons, they listen carefully, predict and talk
enthusiagtically about the pictures and comment on the characters in books such as‘Little
Lumpty’. They are aware that stories have three parts, beginnings, middles, and endings
and some children are able to re-tdll the story in sequence. Most know that print carries
meaning and they handle books carefully, turning the pages from right to left. Mogt children
recognise their own namesin writing and a number are confident early readers with a steadily
increasing sight vocabulary. Games, including the use of flash cards of key words, aphabet
jingles and ways of identifying and reinforcing letter sounds, ensure dl children are involved
and enjoying developing their reading skills. Good useis dso made of the listening centres,
alowing children to listen to taped stories and to sing dphabet songs. Ther control in using
mark-making tools such as pencilsis developing rapidly through sequenced activities such as
pattern making. Many children are able to copy words and thisis used to good effect when
they copy key wordsto learn for homework. Books are taken home regularly and the home-

Leyland Methodist Infant School - 29



school diary helps ensure an effective means of communication between parents and teachers.
Teachers carefully assess what children can do and use thisto good effect in setting them
appropriate work. Children enjoy books because their teachers make reading a pleasurable
and worthwhile experience.

Mathematical development

66. Children make good progressin developing their mathematica skills and understanding so that

by the end of the Reception Y ear most will have exceeded the Early Learning Gods for
mathematics. Most count confidently and reliably to 10 and someto 25 and beyond.
Through arange of practica activities they are developing an understanding and recognition of
different shgpes and the use of the mathematica language, long, short, big, small, more and
less. Rhymes such as‘Five Fat Sausages help children count backwards with added interest
and enjoyment. Some are able to identify missing numbers in sequencing numbersto 10.
Opportunities to role-play in the shopping areaintroduce children to money, its vaue and the
ideathat items purchased have aprice. The children are also able to recognise patterns, to
match them, and some a0 attempt to make their own by using pattern grids. Pattern making
isaso reinforced using sand play and play-dough. Various jigsaw games are used to good
effect to reinforce number order and individual number shapes.

Knowledge and under standing of the world

67.

68.

69.

The children make very good progress in learning to understand and make sense of their
world. Therole-play areas and the puppet thegtre alow the children to use their imaginations
to recreate their own worlds, some based on fantasy, somered. The congtruction area dlows
the children to build with alarge range of objects and to gppreciate that what they makeis
sometimes stable but on other occasions ungtable. The *smal world” areawith its range of
objects helps the children develop a sense of past and present and that dinosaurs belonged to
one period of time and cars to another.

The children enjoyed drawing their school pond and predicting whet they might find init. The
vigit to the pond enabled them to learn about directiona language such as across, diagonal,
straight ahead and down. This supports the early development of geographicdl idess. The
teachers made very good use of this pond visit, engaging the children in discussion about
autumn, colours and what possible differences they might find in spring. The children made
sensble guesses as to what pond life they might find. The suggestion of ‘acrocodil€’ reflected
the good relationships and was intended to be humorous.

The children successfully control the use of acomputer mouse to select, click on icons, move
and drag and use programs that reinforce their understanding of numbers and letters. They
use a programmable floor robot known as ‘Roamer’ and are able to command it to start,
move a sated number of units, and then stop. They are dso able to delete the ingructions and
put in another sequence. The children also have knowledge of other technology, and some
use the tape recorder and listening centres with confidence.
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70.

The children have been introduced to various body parts and thisis well linked to their
physica activities when the teacher refers to the functions of muscles especidly the ‘big heart
muscle.

Creative devel opment

71.

72.

73.

The children make very good progressin their cregtive development. The teaching in music
lessons is excellent and the children make excdlent progressin using arange of ingruments
such as maracas, tambourines, jingle sticks, hand bells and claves. The children listen
caefully, and are able to maintain a beat, follow a rhythm and perform with confidence. They
aso sng songs enthusiagticaly. At the start of each morning and afternoon the children close
their eyes, relax and reflect whilst listening quietly to music. The children are readily ableto
identify the composers and the music played, such as Handd's ‘ Arriva of the Queen of
Sheba and Vivadi's ' Four Seasons. They adso make their own music as when playing an
accompaniment to ‘ Five Fat Sausages .

The children have good control when using scissors and they confidently use paint brushes and
select their own colours. They have accessto and use of arange of colouring resources which
include pagtels, chalks, felt tips and crayons.

The teacher made very good use of Van Gogh's picture * Starry Night' to inspire the children
and to get them to look with care a whirls and patterns. The children made very good
attempts to replicate these using a range of colours both in paint on white paper and with felt
tips on sugar paper. The children explore modd making, using arange of junk materids, glues

and sticky tape.

Physical devel opment

74.

75.

Very good teaching enables the children to make very good gainsin learning in the area of
physicad development. Children exceed the Early Learning Goas by the time they leave
Reception. They show agood awareness of the use of space, and position themsalves
carefully whilst teachers continuoudy reinforce safety issues. The children display good skills
in jumping, landing and running whilst supporting and encouraging each other. The use of large
equipment iswell planned for and addresses the weskness identified in the last report. Hedlth
units are effectively linked and children become increasingly aware that when they work hard,
they bresthe more quickly and their muscles are used, especialy the ‘big heart muscle'.

The outside environment is used well and children are able to learn to control or steer wheded
toys and to throw, catch, run and jump with increasing dexterity. They can handle tools well,
manipulate dough and handle small and large congtruction equipment with confidence.
Children are developing their fine motor skills well and use scissors for avariety of purposes.

ENGLISH

76.

In the nationd tests in 2000, attainment in reading is well above average when compared to
both the nationd average and the average for smilar schools. Attainment in the writing testsis
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77.

78.

79.

80.

average in both national and smilar school comparisons. In 1999 both reading and writing
were average in relation to both comparisons. The difference in test outcomes from year to
year is caused mainly by differencesin the groups of pupilsin the year groups. Over four
years between 1996 and 1999, pupils performance in reading was well above average and
their performance in writing was above average. Over the same four years, boys did better
than girlsin both reading and writing. Thisis unusua and the school does not know areason
why this should be s0. No apparent reason was evident during the ingpection, other than that
there is a greaster number of boys than girls on the schoal roll.

Standards of literacy are good overall. Reading in the inspection shows agood leve of
attainment. Pupils of dl abilities make good progress. Pupils of higher ability read arange of
texts very effectively. All pupils know about books and can use them effectively. Higher
attaining pupils can use information books well, find what they are looking for by using the
contents, and use dphabetica order to explore the detailsin theindex. They try new texts
with confidence and read with very good expresson. Pupilsof al abilitieslearn and use letters
and their sounds well in support of reading.

The ingpection finds that writing standards are above average and pupils of al abilities make
good progress. By theend of Year 2, higher attaining pupils write a number of sentences,
using capitd letters and full stopsin theright places. Some use more advanced punctuation,
such as speech marks. They describe eventsin their writing, make lists, write |etters and
indructions. After avigt to the pond they write notes about what they see there. Handwriting
iIswell formed and legible. Spelling is strongly supported by the school’s careful use of a
phonics programme, which helps pupils to understand and use letters and their sounds very
effectively. Asaresult, peling ismainly accurate.

Speaking and listening are encouraged in al areas of work. Pupils enjoy their conversations
both in and out of lessons. All teachers ensure that their good progress is maintained, so they
become good speskers. A few pupils are very articulate. Listening isgood in most classes,
but some Y ear 1 pupils find it chalenging to listen for longer periodsin class. All pupilslisten
well in assembly, where interesting stories, impromptu drama and good communication ensure
their atention. By the end of the key stage, both speaking and listening are of a good
standard. Pupils ask and answer questions, explain their idess, tell about events and people
and share their persona experiences. They speak clearly and with confidence, ask for help
when they need it and explain any difficulties they may be having.

Pupils with specid educationa needs make good progressin relaion to their prior attainment.
They have good support in al lessons and have some specid lessonsin smal groups.

Teachers desgn work for them which fitstheir learning targets well. Thesetargets are
reviewed and up-dated regularly. Records of progress are clear and al communication
between teaching personnd is effective. Asaresult, pupils with specid educationd needs learn
to read and develop writing skills as far asthey are able. Pupils with statements of specia
educationd need receive very clear well-matched learning programmes and make good
progress over timein relaion to their prior atainment.
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82.

83.

Teaching is very good. Teachers plan co-operatively and carefully, making good provison for
the different abilities of the pupils. The resources to support English are varied and interesting
for pupils. For example, big books are selected to interest and involve the pupils, with
different books alocated to different classes to prevent any overlap. Teachers are skilled at
blending the different dements of English. Inamixed Yearl and Year 2 class, pupils worked
together on the text of abig story-book about an animal at the veterinary clinic. They enjoyed
the story, but dso learned that text can be used to emphasise meaning by the use of bold or
bigger words. The teacher helped them to learn more about capita |etters through effective
use of the book. She extended pupils vocabulary and explored these ideas naturdly in the
use of information books. Léater in the lesson the pupils wrote their own stories about animals
going to the clinic, developing the idea of a character very well through the well-designed task.
All teachers manage pupils and organise their classsrooms very well. Links with other saff are
clear and helpful, with good communication to ensure that they can carry out their work with
groups of pupils effectively.

The curriculum for Englishisvery good. The Nationd Literacy Strategy isawell established
daily routine for al year groups. There are well organised opportunities for spesking.
Listening, reading and writing. Work iswell matched to learning needs, and interesting
activities hold pupils atention. Reading books are well matched to pupils interests and levels
of attainment. Reading arrangements are very effective, with good home reading provison
and communication. The library provison is extensve and books are regularly up-dated,
athough some of the information books are currently faling out of date. Reading and writing
are emphassed across the curriculum. Thereis good use of information and communication
technology to support English work. For example, pupilsin Year 2 studied a Victorian poem
in history, and spent worthwhile time organising its lines on the computer screen and printing
them out in an improved presentation.

The overadl management of Englishisvery good. The co-ordinator has led this subject for a
number of years and has had a very good influence on standards and the quality of provison.
The policy is effective, resources have been up-dated and staff have received full training and
support to meet dl the new demands for literacy. The subject has been developed well
through monitoring processes which take into account the very good guidance from the locdl
education authority. Assessments are effective and the staff have worked together to prepare
avauable reference portfolio of written work by pupils. The team commitment and ethos,
together with the firm leadership, ensure that the school’ s good practices and well developed
procedures are maintained.

At the time of the last ingpection, sandards in English were above average. The qudity of
teaching was good and the work on writing was relevant and stimulating. These aspects of
provison have dl been maintained. English has been further developed in the last four years
through the introduction of the Nationd Literacy Strategy, the further development of
information and communication technology, additiona assessment, extended co-ordination
and improved |leadership through monitoring work. Improvement since the last ingpection is
good.
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MATHEMATICS

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

During the course of the ingpection, inspectors observed nine mathematics lessons, studied
teachers planning; scrutinised samples of work from each class; taked with pupils about their
work; held a discussion with the subject co-ordinator; analysed performance data, including
the results of statutory assessment, looked at pupils records and examined the range of
resources.

In mathematics, pupils attainment in Statutory tests in 2000 was above both the national
average and the average for schools with smilar numbers of free school meds. Over the three
years of 1998 to 2000, the school’ s performance in mathemeatics was above the national
average. A dip inthe 1999 results was related to a difference in pupil intake that year. There
islittle difference in the performance of boys and girls over time. Pupilsatain Smilar levelsin
al aspects of mathematics except the use and application of mathematics, which is particularly
well developed. Thisisagood improvement since the last ingpection.

Pupilsin Year 1 are able to order, count on and back and add and subtract numbers under
10, measure and compare two lengths and identify smple two-dimensona and three-
dimensiond shapes. Higher attaining pupils are able to count and order numbersto 100 and
add and subtract numbersto 20. They recognise a grester number of two-dimensiona and
three-dimensiond shapes. All pupils make good progress. In Year 2 there is good evidence
to show that higher attaining pupils are working at the higher levels of the Nationa Curriculum
for Key Stage 1. Pupils can order and count numbers to 1000, and add and subtract
numbersto 100. They are able to have and double numbers, recognise and extend number
patterns and record amounts of money. They use standard and non-standard measures and
are able to select a suitable measure for the particular task, for example, they recognised that
measuring the hall required a different measure from that used to measure pencils. In one
lesson, pupils showed an excdlent understanding of fractions and made excdlent progressin
improving their understanding. In lessons seen, pupils made good progress in mathematics.
Standards of numeracy in lessons seen were above that seen nationaly with evidence of above
average atainment at the end of Key Stage 1. Pupils' ability to use their knowledge of
mathematics to solve problems and carry out investigations is very good and is supported by
investigetive activities carried out in science. Thisis a condderable improvement since the last

ingpection

Pupils who have specia educationa needs receive suitable differentiated activities and are
included, successfully, in whole-class sessions, through good use of questions and clear
explanations. Overdl, they make good progressin relaion to prior attainment. Pupils of al
abilities have very good attitudes to numeracy. They are enthusiastic, well behaved and keen
to take part. They ask and answer questions with confidence, recognise that mistakes can
help them to learn and are able to explain how they work out answvers. Pupils ability to work
independently and sustain concentration is very good. They persevere with chalenging tasks
and make good use of thetime available.

The school hasimplemented the Nationa Numeracy Strategy very wdl and thisis having a
sgnificant impact on the quality of teaching. The qudity of teaching isdways at least
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90.

91.

92.

93.

satisfactory and in four out of five lessonsit is good or better. In one out of five lessonsit is
very good or excellent. Thisisaconsderable improvement since the last ingpection.

Mentd activities and whole-class introductions are led at a brisk pace, which gives a sense of
urgency. Questions and explanations are well pitched to include al pupils. Teachers know
their pupils well and tasks are differentiated to meet the learning needs of al pupils. The use of
the plenary is particularly effective. Thetimeisused very well to consolidate and extend
learning and to introduce further learning. Teachers manage pupils well, treating them with
courtesy and setting high standards for behaviour and attitudes. They make good use of
resources and teaching aids, using them to bring variety to the pupils experiences. Teachers
ensure that non-teaching assistants are well prepared for lessons, and ass stants were seen
working very effectively with groups of pupilsto support their learning. Teachers subject
knowledge is good and they use arange of teaching strategies to enhance learning. Thereis
very good use of investigative work to enhance pupils understanding and application of
mathematics. In one lesson, inspired teaching of fractions enabled pupils to make excellent
progress. Inavery smal number of lessons, pupils noisy chatter hindered the flow of
independent work. All work is marked, with supportive and encouraging comments, but
marking is not used to help pupils understand how they can improve their work. The school
has, overdl, made very good progressin addressing issues about teaching raised in the last
ingpection report.

The subject’ s contribution to pupils spiritud, mord, socid and cultural development is sound.
Spiritual and culturd awarenessis evident in al aspects of the school. Pupils show
consderation for each other and handle resources with care. There are many opportunities,
through collaborative work in pairs and groups, for the development of pupils socid skillsand
their spirit of enquiry iswell developed through problem solving and investigative work.

The school has addressed the issues raised in the previous report and has made good
progress. There are many opportunities for investigative work, teaching has improved,
assessment is good, and work iswell matched to pupils needs. Planning is detailed and
focuses on pupils attainment. Teachers plan collaboratively, which ensuresthat pupilsin
different classes receive the same experiences. Whilst most work seen during the inspection
wasin numeracy, it was evident from pupils work and from discussons with them, thet all
aspects are covered during the year. There is awide range of resources, used effectively to
support pupils learning. Classrooms provide a numerate environment with stimulating
displays that celebrate pupils work.

L eadership and management of the subject are good. Accommodation and staffing levels are
satisfactory and there are adequate resources to ddliver the subject. The co-ordinator has
supported colleagues well in the implementation of the Nationad Numeracy Strategy and has
supplied training and advice. She has monitored the implementation of the Strategy, identified
and addressed areas of weakness. For example, training and support for class review
sessions at the end of lessons has ensured that these sessons are now very effectivein
supporting pupils learning. The co-ordinator maintains a portfolio of pupils work, which is
used to help teachers recognise the levels of attainment. Thisis effective in ensuring that
teachers are able to assess accurately pupils atainment and progress. There is agovernor for
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numeracy, who meets with the co-ordinator each term and informs the governing body of
progress in mathematics. Pupils are assessed each half term and targets for improvement are
set. Some parents expressed a concern that they were not kept sufficiently informed about
their child’' s progress. Parents are informed about their child” progress at parents evenings
and in the end of year reports but the school could consider extending the information for
parents by sharing pupils targets with them.

SCIENCE

94. Attainment in science exceeds nationd expectations at the end of Key Stage 1. In the most
recent national teacher assessments, 93 per cent achieved at least the nationa standard for
their age, with athird of these achieving at the higher than averagelevd. Thislevd of
performance is better than both the nationa average and the average for smilar schoals.
Inspection judgements also show that attainment is above the national expectation. Pupilsin
Year 2 have effective investigationa skills. They investigate the effects of different
temperatures on the rate of melting of ice. They draw, write adescription or complete atable
of their results, explaining their work and their findingswell. A particular strength is the ability
of both boys and girlsto carry out scientific enquiry effectively. Progressis good, including the
progress of pupils with specia educationa needs. Since the last inspection, when science
standards were above average, there has been good devel opment, which has consolidated the
standards.

95. Teachingisgood overdl. Great careistaken to help pupils understand the steps needed to
develop effective scientific enquiry. Attention is given to the different learning needs of pupils,
based on careful assessment. Planned activities are interesting and stimulating, with practical
activitiesfor pupilsto carry out in the spirit of investigation. In very good lessons, teachers
knew what skills they were encouraging, used good questioning techniques, and presented
their lessons effectively so that pupils interest and participation was maintained throughout.
Pupils of dl ability levelsrespond well. Many give clear predictions about the outcomes they
expect, ask sensble questions and give clear explanations. InaYear 1 lesson about materids,
pupils experimented with arange of qudities of paper to decide which would make the best
bag for Paddington Bear to carry his shopping. Other Year 1 pupilsinvestigated materids for
their suitability as dishcloths. Both sets of pupils made effective investigations and kept useful
records of their findings. Pupils of al ages are helped to understand the need to try to set a
far test.

96. The curriculum for scienceisgood. It is balanced very well so that over every two yearsdl
the required dements are covered. There are useful links with literacy and numeracy. The
strong emphasis on investigations and the rich opportunities to develop associated ills have
very good impact and make a good contribution to the good standards achieved. All age
groups visit the school pond, using very carefully prepared work-books to give themrich
opportunities to sudy living things in this environment. The school has some useful science
software which is used to simulate pupils  curiogity and extend their understanding. Pupils
vigt alocd farm and the Manchester Natural History museum. They incubate duck eggsto
observe important parts of the life cycle. Each year the school holds an environmental week,
during which the whole school engages in scientific sudy. Many parents take part, some of
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whom offer specidigt skills. Viststo Worden Park and an annud residentia visit bring
together geographica and scientific studies while aso supporting pupils persona and socia
development well.

97. The management and leadership of science are very good. Thereis an effective policy and
scheme of work. Teachers' planning is reviewed and evauated, and teaching is observed,
with appropriate feedback to provide ongoing support. Training days and courses have had
good impact in building the confidence of teachers to teach science. Resources are good and
are very wdl maintained.

ART

98. The school alocates an gppropriate amount of time to art and design each week but as these
lessons take place on a Friday afternoon throughout the school no lessons were observed
during the ingpection. There is therefore insufficient evidence to make a secure judgement on
teaching but evidence from displays, discussions with the subject co-ordinator and the pupils
and ascrutiny of aportfolio of previous work indicates that pupils attainment at the end of
Key Stage 1isin line with that expected nationdly. All pupils, including those with specia
educational needs, make satisfactory progress.

99. Displaysof pupilswork used to enhance the learning environment around the school give
evidence that an appropriate range of kills and themesis being systematically taught. Line
drawing, printing and colour mixing were particularly evident and reflected autumna themes.
The pupils work aso reveded the extent of resources available to them and included pastels,
chaks, crayons, felt tipsaswell aspaints. Reflective moods are crested when pupils are
asked to express their fedings about music through the medium of paint. Prints by well known
artists such as Picasso and Millais are also prominently displayed to good effect. Designing on
the computer is an option in the weekly computer club. Pupils are encouraged to bring art
work from home and thisis displayed in aclass ‘gdlery’ thus widening the pupils appreciation
of art and design.

100. The new co-ordinator has made a congtructive and enthusiastic Sart to her role. A co-
ordinator’ sfile is developing effectively and contains, for example, an effective policy for the
subject and a scheme of work based on the recommended units of work from the QCA. The
units of work have been carefully arranged to ensure progression through the school. A good
eva uation record has been introduced to enable staff to reflect on outcomes from pupils work
in order to inform future planning. The co-ordinator is aso beginning to collate a new portfolio
of pupilswork to help raise sandards. Individua pupils portfolios are so being devel oped.
A good range of resources has been assembled, which supports the subject well. Thisrange
of materids and toolsis fully accessble to al gaff.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
101. Although sufficient timeis dlocated to the subject, as with art, design and technology is

timetabled for Friday afternoons and therefore, because the ingpection ended on a Thursday,
no lessons were observed. Consequently thereis insufficient evidence to make a secure
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103.

104.

judgement about the quality of teaching. Evidence from a scrutiny of work, and discussons
with the subject co-ordinator and pupilsindicate that Sandards are in line with nationa
expectations at the end of Key Stage 1. Pupils, including those with specid educationa
needs, make satisfactory progress.

A group of Year 2 pupils enthusiastically described the process they had undertaken to design
and make arange of models connected to trangport. Having made initid drawings, these
pupils then had to choose their own materids from the well stocked design and technology
resource area. When the models were completed the pupils were asked how they could be
improved. This evaluation aspect of the subject was identified as aweakness in the last report
but this has now been thoroughly addressed. Another example of this improvement being
when the pupils evauated their hand puppets, which in many cases were too small, they
redlised that they had not made an alowance for the seam. Consequently they made new
hand puppets and then discussed whether paper had been an appropriate materia to use. The
pupils were aso able to describe the effectiveness of different adhesives, from sticky tape to
the use of glue guns. One pupil remarked that the glue being used was the best glue, “because
it redly sticks and dries clear”.

The co-ordinator is reatively new to the post but has made avery good start. Sheis currently
half way through aten day design and technology course and she is disseminating ideas
gleaned to the rest of the Staff.

Following the weaknesses identified in the last ingpection, advisory support from the local
education authority has been provided and in-service training for staff has taken place. With
the support of the loca authority’s adviser, the co-ordinator has used the units from the QCA
to produce a scheme of work, which incorporates planned progresson in learning. This
emphasises skills development and ensures that resources are available to match the needs of
each unit of work. The schoal is now well placed to raise sandards in this subject.

GEOGRAPHY

105.

Attainment in geography is above expectations for pupils of seven. At the end of the key
stage, pupils show an awareness of places beyond their own locdity. For example, they
know where Leyland is on amap of England and show the position of mgjor townsin
Lancashire. They draw a smple sketch map of aroute dong aloca lane, locating and
drawing important or interesting buildings in their correct postions. Pupils have an avareness
of distance and are developing a suitable geographica vocabulary. Progressis good for al
pupils, including those with specid educationd needs. Year 1 pupilslink their home address
to the town of Leyland and the county of Lancashire and show where their home-town ison a
map of England. Some point out places such as Peru. Higher ataining pupilsin Year 1
appreciate that the earth is a globe and can point out Britain. They know that amap of the
world and a globe are different representations of the samething. Year 2 work builds well on
these early experiences and degpens pupils knowledge and understanding by extending the
practical opportunities to use maps and plans.
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106. Tesching isgood overal, ranging between satisfactory and very good. In avery good lesson

107.

108.

the teacher used the travel's of Paddington Bear as the stimulus to develop geographica
understanding. Teachers use effective strategies and have good expectations. Their subject
knowledge is good and they work hard to make lessons interesting and lively. Pupils show a
good response. They areinterested in their work and apply themsalves well.

The curriculum for geography includes dl of the required dements of the Nationa Curriculum.,
Sufficient timeis alocated for the subject. The subject’s provision enhances pupils persond,
socid and cultural development through discussion, practica work, loca study and a
resdentid vist, where skills are gpplied in anew location. A pond vist and afarm vigt link
with scientific development and encourage attention to mapping skills, locations and habitats.
There are effective links with literacy as pupils read map labels, write their addresses and
explain their journeys. Pupils gpply their number kills asthey vist parts of Leyland and note
the house numbers and street names. Some of the programs and activities used in information
and communication technology help pupils to learn and understand directiona vocabulary.

Leadership of the subject isvery good. Teachers are supported very well and the subject
provisoniswel managed. Thereisaclear policy and scheme of work, good organisation of
fidd-work activities, monitoring of pupils work and continuing attention to integration to
extend the relevance for pupils. The good co-ordination sustains the quality of provison.

HISTORY

109.

110.

Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 is above expectations for pupils of seven. Year 2 pupils
show understanding of aspects of the past beyond living memory. They study different
periods, such asthe Victorian age. Pupils show considerable empathy with people of past
periods, and are beginning to understand why people in the past behaved asthey did. They
examine artefacts and explain their use. For example, they explained the use of theflat iron
and amilar articles found on a Victorian domestic range. Their observations and discussons
give them a sense of chronology and they learn to place some eventsin order. Progress
through the key stage is good, including the progress of pupils with specid educationa needs.
Higher attaining pupilsin Year 1 are able to put three teddy bearsin chronologica order by
interpreting historical clues. Other pupils say which is the oldest and which the youngest and
explain why. In their topic about Victorian times, Y ear 2 pupils undertake detailed examination
of artefacts and discuss differences accurately and in detail.

Teaching isgood overdl. Careful planning is applied after pupils learning levels and needs
have been assessed. A good range of artefactsis used to support lessons and teachers alow
time for pupilsto examine these. Good questioning techniques lead pupils into good historica
understanding. Displays are very effective. The Victorian display included a school-room,
kitchen and parlour from the period. Teachers used these areas well to encourage role-play
to enable pupils to apply what they had learned. Classroom assistants provided good
guidance to encourage pupils to explore different roles in these contexts, using appropriate
items or clothesto add authenticity. Visitsto gppropriate venues extend pupils understanding
well. Learningisgood. Pupils respond well to the good teaching and have very positive
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111.

112.

attitudes towards history. They work at very good pace, have high productivity levels and
develop very good concentration and independence.

The curriculum for history isgood. It covers al appropriate eements as specified in the
Nationa Curriculum and has very good breadth and balance. Thereis an gppropriate time
dlocation for the subject. By the time they leave the school, pupils have enjoyed a number of
rich historical experiences. The range of first hand experiences is particularly hepful for pupils
with specid educationa needs. A particular srength of the history curriculum isthe good
range of links made with other subjects. For example, in a historical wak down nearby Fox
Lane, pupils not only explore the history of Leyland, but dso develop map-work skills. The
Victorian studiesin Year 2 come to a close with the celebration of a Victorian Chrigmas. The
use of time lines and dates contribute towards and makes use of pupils numeracy kills.
Literacy is supported through the extensive discussion, opportunities to dramatise and take up
different roles, writing about the past and finding informetion from the many topic books and
from the computer. The school makes congderable effort to ensure that the historical
experiences creeted for pupils are memorable and enjoyable.

L eadership and management of history are good. The qudity of provison in the school is
enhanced because teachers are well supported by ongoing guidance and the provison of a
good range of historical artefacts. Pupils work is monitored to ensure that tandards are
maintained. The co-ordinator’ s continuing efforts to integrate history with other aspects of the
curriculum have a good impact because these cross-curricular links add to pupils
understanding.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

113.

114.

Attainment in information and communication technology is above the nationa expectation.

By the end of Key Stage 1, pupils understand the purpose of most keys on the keyboard, and
are able to use the letter keys, the return key, arrow keys and space bar effectively. They are
competent in using the mouse and can lift and drag items from one part of the screen and place
them in another. They use art programs to create pictures and designs, operate remote
controlled toys so that they move around the floor to given ingructions. Pupilsuse asmal
word processor to prepare their writing. They edit and print their work. Pupils of al abilities
make good progress.

Teaching in information and communication technology is very good. Teachers use technica
vocabulary well and give effective step-by-step demonstrations where gppropriate. Individua
atention is given whereit isneeded. Teachers organise for the more competent pupilsto help
where possible, so that pupils learn to share their expertise. Where pupils need adult
guidance, thisis given with sengtivity and patience. Preparation for classroom work is good.
Teachers ensure that text is prepared and loaded ready for pupils to develop it further, and
that appropriate programs are ready for use when needed. Support in classisgood. The
teacher’ sintervention was effectivein amixed Year 1 and Year 2 class, where pupils made
labels using an interactive program; there was good use of questions by the teacher, and
suitable periodic intervention helped pupils to maintain their effort. Pupils learn wdll, giving
good concentration and effort. In the weekly computer club the teaching is supported by a
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116.

number of competent adults, so much learning takes place. In theselively sessons, pupils
have access to good guidance as they transfer their skills to new software and try a good
range of techniques and procedures.

The curriculum for information and communication technology is satisfactory. It is based upon
the nationdly recommended scheme of work and effectively provides for al aspects,
appropriate skills development and clear progression in learning. The curriculum has good
impact on pupils understanding and use of information technology. The activity rangeis
constantly being developed as new software is obtained. Activities are frequently linked to
curriculum themes. For example, word processing is often part of history work, such as when
pupils adjusted the spacing presentation of Victorian text to make it look like apoem. The
subject contributes considerably to socid development as pupils work in pairs, take turns and
collaborate, such as when they organise together how the small robot known as “ Roamer”
might be given a more chalenging task to complete by the addition of obstacles dong the
planned route. The computer club offers exciting after-school activities where pupils apply
their skills over awide range of options. Future developments include internet use, which is
currently being established.

The co-ordination of information and communication technology is very good. The policy is
clear and up-to-date. 1t supports the school’s aims and mission statement well. Training for
teachersincludes courses at specid centres and additional in-school support. The
development of gtaff has had ongoing attention, and al staff now have good confidence to
teach this subject. Computers have been up-dated and there is effective technical support
available to the school. The provison of the after-school club is particularly demanding
because the equipment has to be collected from around the school and located into the hall.
This effort to re-locate the equipment pays good dividends in the way that space can be used,
especidly for control activities. Pupils work is assessed and their progress is checked over
time. These assessments feed into curriculum planning to maintain gppropriate levels of
chdlenge. Monitoring activities are undertaken. These follow the guiddines from the locdl
education authority and are hepful in maintaining the high standards.

MUSIC

117.

118.

Only one lesson was seen during the ingpection but ingpectors attended a song practice and
assemblies, watched a video of aschool performance, scrutinised teachers planning, held a
discussion with the co-ordinator and talked to pupils.

Pupilsarein line to atain nationa expectationsin al aspects of music by the end of the key
dage. They can Sng Smple songs from memory, maintaining the pitch, starting and finishing
together and showing an awareness of other performers. They are able to compose and
perform asmple rhythmic pattern usng percusson instruments. They recognise that music
comes from different times and places and are particularly aware of the moods and emotions
generated by different kinds of music. They andyse some of the Smpler features of musc,
such as tempo and repetition. They talk about the music played in class and in assembly,
naming composers and comparing the styles of different composers. All pupils attain
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120.

121.

122.

appropriately. They are enthusiagtic about music. They sng cheerfully and tunefully, are keen
to play ingruments and enjoy listening to music.

In the lesson seen, teaching was good. The teacher had good subject knowledge, the lesson
was carefully planned and there was aclear learning objective. All pupils were involved in the
lesson and made good progress because of carefully targeted questions and clear explanations
from the teacher. The use of musical terms was reinforced by repetition and pupils know the
correct names for the ingruments that they use.

Music makes a satisfactory contribution to the spiritual, mora, socia and cultura development
of pupils. Musicis used well to enhance the spiritud and persond development of pupils
through discussion of the moods and fedings generated. Pupils have many opportunities to
compose and performin pairs and groups. The musicd insruments available are from
different cultures and extend the pupils experience of types of musc. The scheme contains
adviceon ng pupils progress and attainment in the subject and pupils who have specid
educational needs are well supported.

The school has made satisfactory progress in addressing the issues raised in the last ingpection.
Teachers plan carefully to address al aspects of the music curriculum and pupils make
progress across the full range of skills. Composers names are displayed and discussed in
relation to their music. Pupils use musicd terms correctly and are able to explain their
meaning. Music has been given high satusin the schoal. It isplayed in dassrooms during
registration and at other suitable times, and in the hal for assemblies. Music was used to good
effect during aphysica education lesson and in anumeracy lesson.

The co-ordinator for music gives a sound lead to the subject. She has adapted advice from
the QCA to meet the needs of the school and offers guidance and support for teachers
planning. She has had some opportunities to monitor the quality of teaching and has produced
adevelopment plan to further develop the subject. Accommodation and steffing are
satisfactory; resources are plentiful and ble for use, adthough there was no evidence of
the use of information and communication technology to support the subject. Instruments are
labelled to support the teaching of correct names. The school has a choir and a number of
pupils learn the guitar. Pupils have opportunities to perform in assemblies and in musica
events such as the Christmas performance.

PHYS CAL EDUCATION

123.

Standards in physical education are above national expectations overal a the end of Key
Stage 1. Some very good eements are evident. Thisisavery good improvement snce the
last ingpection. In response to points made in the last ingpection report, the saff have
developed good techniques for pupils to warm up and cool down at the start and close of the
main part of each lesson. In addition, pupils are given plenty of time to develop their skills and
are encouraged to transfer them into their work on the gymnastic gpparatus. The school has
done much to broaden the scope of physica education activities and the qudity of links with
other subjects. For example, during aresidentia visit, pupils engage in awide range of
physca education activities, including dedging, running, walking and involvement in team
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125.

126.

127.

games. Asaresult of these improvements, pupils knowledge, skills and understanding in
games activitiesare good. They are able to transfer their understanding from one aspect of
physical education to ancther. Pupils behaviour is dways good and sometimes outstanding.
Pupils enjoy physical education lessons. They take the work serioudy and work with
enthusiasm, paying good attention to indructions. As aresult, they improve ther
understanding of their bodies and extend their physica performance and skills.

Progressisgood. Pupilsin Years 1 and 2 arrange the apparatus for alesson, showing very
good awareness of the safety aspects. All pupils use the warm-up activities to stretch and
exercise dl their body parts. They understand the purpose of this part of the lesson, including
the need to exercise the heart muscle energeticaly. Asthe lesson proceeds, pupils practise
kills on the floor of the hall, moving around in different ways and at different speeds. They
then devel op these movements on the gymnastic apparatus, working at different heights and
combining movements in sequences. Apparatus work includes demongtrations of good
practice, giving pupils a chance to observe each other and evauate the quaity and range of
what they see.

Teaching is good overdl and sometimes very good. Teachers know what is required, plan
carefully and have high expectations of their pupils. They focus attention on specific skillsand
explain why these are being practised. They encourage pupils to evauate their work.
Teachers manage pupils very well, and creste an atmosphere that promotes high standards of
achievement.

The curriculum for physical education isvery good. A sufficient amount of timeis dlocated to
the subject. The school provison includes dl eements as specified in the Nationa Curriculum
to promoter pupils physical development. The three day resdentia vist adds sgnificantly to
the range and extent of curriculum provision, while aso supporting pupils persond, sociad and
cultural development. The curriculum is aso enriched by visitors from dance schoolsand a
local dance company. Sports days are organised to ensure the involvement of al pupils. A
weekly gymnastics club extends the subject provision and further enhances pupils atainment.
Linkswith other subjects are particularly effective, with the health education link being

particularly apparent.

The management of the subject is very good and has a positive effect on dl provison. Good
practice is promoted well, and includes |esson demongtrations for staff from visiting experts
and the subject leader. Teachers have vidted other schools to further explore good practice,
and some have attended courses to extend their knowledge of the subject. Monitoring work
ensures that the co-ordinator has very good knowledge of the standards of teaching and
learning, and pupils performance for al age groups. The school is very well resourced for this
subject. Both the indoor and outdoor environments are used safely.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

128.

Only one lesson was seen during the ingpection but discussions with pupils, and the
co-ordinator and a scrutiny of work, indicate that the standards of attainment at the end of
Key Stage 1 are above the sandards expected in the locally Agreed Syllabus. Pupils
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131.

achievements demonstrate sound progress through the key stage. Pupils retdll religious stories
and explain the significance of reigious festivas. They are able to describe some of the beliefs
associated with religions other than Chrigtianity and relate them to the relevant festivals. They
are aware that some objects and symbols have religious sgnificance, and could link some of
the symbols to the underlying beliefs. Pupils respond sengtively to others and listen to each
other’s points of view. They discuss their own experiences, talking about the emotions
generated. They understand the purpose of worship and talk about the power of prayer. All
pupils are able to contribute to discussion about religion.

In the lesson seen, teaching was good and pupils, including those with specid educationa
needs, made good progress with their learning. The teacher made effective use of questioning
to develop discussion and pupils responded sengtively to the thought of people receiving bad
news. Pupils settled very quickly to the written activity and showed full understanding of the
task. Their comments were thoughtful and mature.

Religious education makes a very good contribution to the development of pupils spiritud,
mord, socid and culturdl understanding. There are frequent opportunities to explore and
discuss fedings and develop greater understanding of the subject. Literacy is supported and
developed in religious education lessons through the good discussion, the use of suitable texts
for reading and appropriate written tasks. The subject supports the aims and ethos of the
school very effectively. Through the religious education curriculum, the school develops an
understanding of Chridtianity dongsde an awareness and sengitivity towards other faiths and
cultures.

The school has continued to maintain the very good progress seen & the time of the last
ingpection. The co-ordinator gives sound leadership in the subject. The subject is reviewed
annudly and a development plan drawn up, which identifies priority areas. The co-ordinator
has adapted the existing scheme to meet the needs of the mixed-age class and ensure thet all
pupils have equdity of access. The schemeis detailed and offers good support to teachers.
The coordinator monitors the subject informally, through staff discussions and scrutiny of
planning and pupils work, but has not had opportunity to monitor teaching. Assemblies and
school celebrations support the teaching of religious educetion. Thereis a good range of
resources, supported by loans from outside sources.
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