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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Grimsargh St Michedl’ s Church of England Primary School, with pupils aged four to deven, is
gmdller than the average primary school nationdly. It serves the community of Grimsargh, asmdl
village near Preston, about 34% of the pupils come from the Ribbleton, Brookfield and Deepdae
wards. Pupils mainly come from familiesliving in owner occupied housng. Nearly dl the children
have some playgroup experience before starting school. The mgjority of children tart the Reception
Y ear with average attainment and a sgnificant minority sart with below average attanment. Thisis
confirmed by basdline assessments.

There are 178 pupils on roll with 87 girlsand 91 boys, thisis an increase of 33% since 1997. The
proportion of pupils eigible for free school meds [four per cent] is very low compared to the
national average of 20%. The school has registered 36 pupils as having specid educational needs,
five of whom have a satement of need. Thisisin line with the nationa average of about 20%.
There are 11 pupils from different ethnic backgrounds, six of these pupils have English asan
additiond language but only two require additiond language support. There are Six classes, dl Key
Stage 2 pupils are grouped in three mixed-age classes.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisis an effective and happy school. The aims and vaues of the school are demondtrated in
practice by the very good rel ationships between staff and pupils and the high standards attained by
the pupils by the time they leave school. The headteacher and the saff consagtently show ahigh leve
of care and concern for the pupils. The headteacher provides good leadership and avery clear
direction for the school and teaching is good overal. The purposeful and caring environment of the
school enables pupils to take full advantage of the educationa opportunities provided. The school
uses its resources efficiently and gives satisfactory vaue for money.

What the school does wedll

It enables pupilsin Years 5 and 6 to attain above average standards in English, mathematics
and science.

It enables pupilsin Key Stage 1 to attain above average standards in mathematics.

It iswell led by the headteacher who provides avery clear direction for the work of the schoal.
Pupils are taught well.

It makes good provison for pupils with specid educationa needs, who make good progress
throughout the schoal.

It provides good support to pupilsin maintaining very good standards of behaviour and
discipline and sustaining good attitudes to work.

It provides well for pupils spiritua, mora and socid development.
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What could beimproved

The use of information and communication technology (ICT) across the curriculum to effectively
support teaching and learning.

Extending the good assessment practice in mathematics and English to science and then to other
subjects.

Developing the monitoring role of the subject co-ordinators so that they can check the quality of
teaching and learning to ensure consistency in good practice.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school has made very good progress in addressing the serious weaknesses pointed out in its last
ingpection in 1998; it issgnificantly better than it was. As aresult there are noticeable improvements
in English, mathematics and science at Key Stage 2 and in mathematics throughout the school. The
key issuesidentified in the last report were prioritised effectively for systematic development. The
roles and respongihbilities of senior management in leadership are well established. Effective
monitoring procedures are in place, dthough the monitoring aspect of the subject co-ordinators role
needs to be extended. Full monitoring programmes have been completed in English and
mathematics. The Nationd Numeracy and Literacy Strategies have been implemented successfully
in dl the classes and have contributed well in improving sandards. There are gppropriate subject
policies and guidance for dl the subjectsin place. Good procedures are in place to provide for
pupils wellbeing, hedlth and safety and for maintaining high standards of behaviour and discipline.
The schoal isworking towards meeting its targets of 88% for 11-year-olds reaching the nationdly
expected Leve 4 or above for English and mathematics in the statutory testsfor 2001. The high
expectations set for the pupils and its strategies for promoting high standards of attainment are having
apogtive effect on pupils work. The school iswell placed to manage its own improvement further.

STANDARDS
The table shows the standards achieved by 11-year-olds based on average point scores in Nationd
Curriculum tests.

Compared with
Performancein: All schools Similar schools Key
1997 | 1998 | 1999 1999 very high A*

English A B A* A* well above average A
above average B

Mathematics A D A* A* average C
below average D

Science A C A* A* well below average E

The results for 1999 are a very significant improvement over 1998 for the 11-year-olds. Pupils
atained very high sandardsin English, mathematics and science. Trends in atainment over the last
three years show that attainment in English, mathematics and science have improved in line with the
nationd picture. The attainment levels were lower in 1998 dthough till close to the nationd
average.
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The ingpection of lessons and pupils work and discussions with pupils, show that the pupilsin
current Y ear 6 reach standards that are above those expected for their age in English, mathematics
and science. In ICT, design and technology, physical education and history pupils achieve average
gandards. There was insufficient evidence to make judgements about the standards achieved in art
and design, geography and music. The pupilsin the top two classes make good progress which,
contributes very well to raising sandards achieved by pupils. Pupils are provided with chalenging
tasks. Additiona support iswell targeted to support learning in developing literacy and numeracy
skills. Very good teaching in booster classes in literacy and numeracy provides extra support for
some of the pupils who subsequently make good gainsin basic skills development. Overdl the
quality of learning is enhanced greatly and pupils achieve good standards.

The 1999 Nationd Curriculum assessment results for seven-year-olds show that attainment in
reading was close to the nationa average and in writing and mathematics the number of pupils
resching Level 3 was above average. The number of pupils reaching Level 2 or abovein
mathematics was average and in writing below average. Teacher assessments in science showed a
smilar picture. Ingpection evidence shows that there has been good improvement in standards
atained in mathematics with pupils attaining above average sandards. In English, science, ICT,
design and technology, history and physica education, pupils achieve average sandards. The quality
of teaching isoveral good. However, lessons do not aways move at the same pace asin Key
Stage 2 and the qudity and range of imaginative activities are better in the top two classes. Children
in the Reception class are on course to achieving average levelsin dl the areas of learning except in
mathematical development where they make good progress and are likely to achieve above average
levels

PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudesto the school | Pupils attitudes are good overdl. They enjoy coming to school. Pupilsare
generdly eager to learn and work with sustained concentration for longer
periods.

Behaviour, in and out Behaviour isvery good. Pupilslisten attentively and behave well in lessons,

of classrooms Behaviour around the school and at lunch is good.

Persona development | Pupils make good relationships with each other. They work co-operatively.

and relationships Pupils are eager to take responsibility and when given the opportunities they
show initiative and independence in learning especidly in Years 5 and 6.

Attendance Attendance is good.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Aged up to5years Aged 5-7 years aged 7-11 years

Lessons seen overdl Good Good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outwel gh weaknesses

The good qudity of teaching contributes effectively to pupils learning overdl. The quality of
teaching was excellent in 7% of the lessons seen; it was very good in 19%, good in 41%,
satisfactory in 26% and unsatisfactory in 7%. Good teaching was seen in classes across the age
range but some excellent and very good teaching was seen in the top two classes. The teaching of
numeracy and literacy is generaly good throughout the school; the qudity of teaching isgood in
English and mathematics overdl. Teachers have high expectationsin thetop classes. Overdl,
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teachers use good teaching methods and manage their pupils wel, which resultsin pupils good
behaviour and good atitudes to learning. Teachers plan the work well and offer arange of suitable
activities. Unsatisfactory teaching occurs when teachers take too long to give explanations and some
pupils lose concentration and activities are not gppropriately matched to the needs of al the pupils.
Pupils with specid educationa needs are taught well through the school. Good teaching generates
enthusiasm and stimulates interest amongst pupils who subsequently work hard with sustained
concentration for longer periods.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The qudity and range of the | The school provides a satisfactory range of activities that meet the needs
curriculum of the pupilsin the Reception class and Key Stage 1, and awide range

of simulaing and chalenging activitiesin Key Stage 2. The activities
throughout the school successfully meet the requirements of the Nationa
Curriculum.

Provison for pupils with
gpecia educationd needs

The school provides well for these pupils and this is reflected in the good
progress they make. These pupils are very well integrated in the school
and their individua needs are met effectively.

Provison for pupils with
English as an additiond
language

These pupils are well supported by the school. Their language
development needs are met through focused support by learning
assigtants.

Provison for pupils
persond, including spiritud,
mord, socid and culturd
development

The school makes good provision for pupils spiritud, mord and socid
development. Opportunities for promoting cultural development are
satisfactory.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

The school takes very good care of its pupils. There are very good
systems for checking and promoting good behaviour.

The school has a productive partnership with parents, who have opportunities to be actively involved
in their children’s learning and in the life and work of the school. Parents are kept well informed
about their children’ s progress and about the needs of the school. They contribute generoudly of
their time and funds to improve the school environment and educational resources.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and Leadership is very effective in taking the school forward, setting high
management by the expectations and ralsing Sandards of attainment. All who work in the
headteacher and other key | school have aclear sense of direction and work as a team.

Saff

How wdl the governors
fulfil their responghbilities

The governing body fulfilsdl but one of its gatutory responghbilities. This
does not detract from the efficient management of the school.

The schoal’ s evauation of
its performance

The school has developed good systems for gathering and analysing
information about how well itsdoing. It has an accurate view of its
strengths and areas where it needs to improve.
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The grategic use of The schoal plans carefully for its own improvement and makes effective
resources use of its resources to support this.

The school has an appropriate number of suitably qualified and experienced teachers and support
gaff. The support aff are effectively deployed and make a good contribution to the pupils
learning, particularly those with specid educationa needs. The school gpplies the principles of best
vaue effectively. Overdl resources are adequate in al subjects except art and design where the
resources related to work of famous artists and of artist from other cultures are limited. Throughout
the school thereisagenera lack of resources to promote awareness and understanding of cultura
diversty.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases par ents most What parentswould like to see improved

Ther children like coming to schooal; - A few parents are concerned about the
pupils make good progress, effect of being in mixed age classes on their
behaviour in the school is good. children’slearning;

their children are well taught; - afew parents would like their children to
they are kept well informed about their children’s have homework more regularly.

progress,

it is essy to approach the school with questions or
problems;

teachers expect pupils to work hard and achieve
their best;

the school works closdy with parents;

the school iswell led and managed;

the school helps pupils to become mature and
responsible.

The findings of the inspection confirm dl the positive views expressed by parents. The school hasa
clear homework policy. It has recently introduced Home-School Agreements, which are well
supported by parents. Ingpection findings are that homework makes a satisfactory contribution to
pupils learning. The school addresses the needs of pupils in mixed-age classes effectively through
teachers planning and targeting additional support whereit is needed most.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’sresults and achievements

1.

On entry to the Reception class, most children demondirate average skills, afew older children
show better than average pre-reading and pre-mathematica skills. Thiswas confirmed by
basdline assessments and ingpection evidence. Good teaching and access to a broad
curriculum ensure that most pupils make satisfactory progress through the foundation stage.
Children are likdly to reach the expected early learning goals by the end of the Reception Year
except in mathematics where learning is good and children are likely to reach better than
average levels. Overdl| physical development is progressing at a satisfactory leve but thereis
limited opportunity for children to experience imaginative and energetic outdoor play.

In the 1999 Nationa Curriculum tests for seven-year-oldsin English, the proportion of pupils
reaching the expected Leve 2 or higher was close to the nationd averagein reading, and
below the nationa average in writing. 1n both reading and writing the proportion reaching the
higher Level 3 was above the nationa average. In mathematics the proportion of pupils
reaching Level 2 or above was close to the nationa average and those reaching the higher
Level 3 waswell above the nationd average. In the assessments conducted by the teachers at
this age, the proportion reaching the expected level in science was close to the nationa
average. When the average level reached by seven-year-olds is compared to that attained by
smilar schools at this age, pupils performance in reading and writing is average and above
average in mathematics. Taking improvement in line with the nationd trend, it has fluctuated
from one year to the next over the past three years. Results for 2000 are generaly similar to
last year with some improvement in reading.

I nspection evidence based on lesson observations, anaysis of work in books and display and
teachers plans shows that by the end of Key Stage 1, attainment in English overdl is average.
Standards in spesking and listening are now average, which show a good improvement sSince
the last ingpection when standards were below average. Pupils listen attentively, follow
ingructions accurately and respond to questions gppropriately. In reading, pupils achieve
average standards. Pupils keep persond reading diaries that they share with parents when
reading a home. Some higher atainers read texts that are not sufficiently challenging. Pupils
writing standards have improved since the last ingpection. Most write é levelsthat arein line
with amilar schools. The higher atainers writing is satisfactory. In mathematics, there has
been sgnificant improvement and most pupils are attaining above average sandards by the end
of key stage. When discussing their work, pupils use mathemetical language confidently and
explain their work clearly showing good understanding. There has been good improvement in
stience. The focus on developing experimental and investigation skills has had a positive effect
on generating interest and understanding which has raised standards upwards to pupils now
attaining average standards by the end of the key stage.

In al the other subjects seen, progress is satisfactory and pupils achieve average standards. In
physical educeation, pupils make good progress in relation to their capabilities. In ICT lesson
observations, discussions with pupils and andysis of their work showed that they attain levels
that are in line with expectations for thisage. Only one lesson in art and design and no lessons
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were seen in geography or music, so judgements about attainment levels are not made. In
design and technology and history pupils atain average sandards. They enjoy both subjects
and work with interest and enthusiasm.

In the 1999 Nationa Curriculum tests for 11-year-oldsin English and science the proportion
of pupils reaching the expected Level 4 and above was very high compared to the nationd
average. In mathematicsit was well above the average. The proportion of pupils reaching the
higher Leve 5 was very high in English and mathematics and well above average in science.
Comparing the averages of the school’ s test data with the attainment of al schools, attainment
in English and mathemdtics is very high and in scienceit iswell above average. Taking dl three
subjects together, the performance of the pupils was well above the nationd average. When
compared with pupils from smilar schools their performance was very high.

In lessons and work seen, 11-year-olds standards of attainment in English have improved
ggnificantly since the last ingpection and now above those found in other schools. Pupils show
well-devel oped speaking and listening skills. They know the conventions of discusson and
practise these effectively in class discussion, especidly during circle time sessons. They spesk
to large audiences confidently, adapting their style and speech accordingly. Pupilsread a
range of demanding texts from different sources with fluency, accuracy and understanding.
When writing for different purposes and audiences, they plan, draft and edit their work
carefully. Most have developed appropriate research skills but not many pupils show well-
developed library skills. There has been significant improvement in mathematics since the last
ingpection. By the end of the key stage, pupils attain standards that are above average. They
use arange of drategies for solving problems and explain their preference for these dtrategies
using mathematica language confidently, gppropriately and with undersanding. The schools
recent focus on promoting mental mathematics has contributed effectively to good
development in numerica skills. By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils show well developed
literacy and numeracy skills. They apply these kills to the tasks set for them effectively which
resultsin better than average standards. Teachers use homework effectively for pupilsto
prepare their caculation strategies. Pupils use table facts, fractions, decimals and percentages
accurately in solving numerical problems mentaly. There has been very good improvement in
the standards of attainment in science. The very good quality of teaching, introduction of
national guidance and genera improvement in provision for science have moved standards
forward sgnificantly with pupils now attaining above average Sandards in science. In dl the
other subjects where judgements about standards were made, pupils achieve average
standards by the end of the key stage. In ICT, history and design and technology atainment is
average. No teaching of geography or music was seen and only one full and a part lesson
were seen in art and design, so no judgements on standards have been made.

Trends in atainment over the last three years show that atainment in English and mathematics
and science have been improving in line with the nationd picture. The atainment levels were
lower in 1998 dthough il close to the nationa average, but have improved significantly since
then. Overdl, girls standards of attainment on leaving school are rising dightly more rgpidly
than those of boys. The school has set feasible targets for maintaining the high sandardsiit has
achieved in English, mathematics and science and is now making significant progress towards
them. The high qudity of teaching in Years 5 and 6 is clearly driving standards upwards.
Ovedl, the performance of boys and girlsissmilar.
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Pupils with special educationa needs in both key stages make good progressin relation to
prior attainment and within their developing capabilities. The pupils for whom a statement of
specia educationa needs exists make good progress towards the targets set for them in their
individua education plans. Thisis due to the good support by the support staff, focused
teaching and effective use of the specidist teaching they recaive. Pupils for whom Englishisan
additiond language dso progressrapidly in their confidence in English. Thisis dueto the
focused intervention by teachers and additiond support by the support staff.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

0.

10.

11.

12.

13.

The consstently good standards of the pupils attitudes, behaviour and the good relationships
make a sgnificant contribution to their learning.

The persond and socia development of the children in the Foundation Stage is good. The
children develop confidence and growing independence in avariety of ways, including lesson
times. They are attentive and eager to learn. They co-operate, share and take turns. Children
behave well at dl times and show consideration and respect for property and each other.

They form good relationships with other children and adults. They work and play well

together in different activities, which provide opportunities to promote saf-esteem. Children
are both happy and secure at schoal.

Throughout the school, pupils have good attitudes to work and are motivated to learn. They
generdly persevere with tasks presented to them, even when occasondly in lessons,
introductions are too long and they have to listen for long periods. Pupils of dl ages enjoy
school and relate very well to each other and to adults. They listen to ingtructions carefully and
generdly use their timewell. Pupilsin the top two classes gpproach their work with maturity
and work for long periods with sustained interest and concentration.  Throughout the school,
pupils show interest in the activities provided and concentrate well on the tasks set. Across
the school pupils listen carefully and contribute well to discussons. Pupils are confident_and
well motivated learners.

All pupils take pride in their achievements and are able to evaluate their own and others
performance congtructively and sengitively. They show due respect for the environment and
take care of equipment and the school building.

Standards of behaviour are very good, both in and out of the classrooms. Pupils move
sensibly around the school and settle quickly to work and follow the class and school routines
efficiently. Pupils are polite in conversation and respond confidently when asked questions.
Throughout the school, pupils work well together, sharing resources and co-operating when
necessary. Pupils with specid educationd needs are well integrated and treated with respect.
Pupils of dl ages play well together. No incidents of bullying or harassment were witnessed
during the inspection nor reported as a matter of concern by pupils or parents. Parents are
satisfied that pupils are well behaved at school and when they vist other loca establishments
as part of their school-work.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

Pupils persona development isgood. Relationships throughout the school are good, with
gaff providing good role models. These strong relationships make a sgnificant contribution to
the happy, caring and purposeful environment that supports good learning. Pupils take
regpongbility around the school. Older pupils act as monitors during bresks and lunchtime, for
instance by receiving telephone calls and visitors to the office during the secretaries bresk.
Classroom monitors help in own classrooms by setting out and tidying away equipment. Pupils
gpproach their role as prefects conscientioudy and enjoy the tasks alocated to them.

Older pupils take the lead during acts of worship by reading prayers and lessons. Pupils help
those less fortunate than themsdlves by regular fundraising for anumber of charities. From
entry into school dl pupils work with ideas which raise awareness of individudity, socid
regpongbility, fairness and keeping safe. Pupils respond very postively to the school’s
planned programme of opportunities for pupils to discuss issues surrounding their persond
welfare and the values of good friendship and citizenship.

Attendance is good and compares favourably with other schools nationdly. Punctudity isaso
satifactory. There have been no exclusions during the year.

Pupils attitudes, vaues and persona development reflect the importance with which the school
viewsitswork in relation to this agpect of schoadl life. Thisisavery sgnificant improvement in
provison since the previous inspection.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

18.

19.

Pupils are organised in single age group classesin Key Stage 1 and the Reception Year. In
Key Stage 2, pupils are grouped into three mixed-age classes by ability. Lower attainers are
grouped with the lower age group. The Y ears 3/4 class has the highest number of pupils with
specia educationa needs. Class teachers are responsible for teaching al the subjectsin their
classes with the exception of some variation in the teaching of science, art and design and
physica education. The Y ears 3/4 and the Y ears 4/5 teachers exchange in teaching art and
design and physicd education in their classes. Year 2 and Y ears 4/5 teachers exchange in
teaching science. The headteacher teaches science in the top class and takes one of the
booster classes. Pupilswith specia educationd needs are taught in age group classes.

The quality of teaching overdl is good in the Reception class, Key Stage 1 and in Key Stage
2. The school has successfully improved the quaity of teaching since the previous ingpection
when 21% of the lessons were judged to be unsatisfactory whilst 79% were satisfactory or
better. In thisingpection 93% of the teaching seen, representing 46 lessons, ranged from
excdlent to satisfactory while 7% was unsatisfactory. The qudity of teaching was excdlent in
7% of the lessons, very good in 19%, good in 41%, satisfactory in 26% and unsatisfactory in
7%. The proportion of very good teaching and the proportion of unsatisfactory teaching are a
marked improvement since the last ingpection. The most significant strengths are demondtrated
in the two top Key Stage 2 classes. The good qudity of teaching is generdly evenly spread
through the school. Teachers have sound subject knowledge in whet they teach and have
developed confidence in teaching ICT since the previous inspection.
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20.

21.

22.

Theteaching of children in the Foundation Stage is generdly good. A cam, purpossful and
orderly environment is maintained. The good planning is based on detailed plans that identify
learning objectives clearly and links these well to activities for basic skills development but not
as effectively to the ructured play. Staff have high expectations of the children. They use
their time efficiently to support individua and smal groups of children; interaction with children
is generdly good, but needs to be extended to imaginative and structured play activities. The
teacher and support staff use many opportunities to extend and consolidate children’s learning
through explanations and repetition based on children’s own experiences. However, on
occasions this practice limits the opportunities for children to explore their ideas and draw own
conclusions, subsequently on these occasions, they listen for longer periods and have lesstime
to develop their ord language. Children with specid educationd needs are well integrated.
Their individua educationa plans are well matched to their needs and they make good
progress. Appropriate assessment procedures are in place. The teacher and the nursery
nurse vigt dl the children at home when they attend part-time. This contributes effectively to
building good relationships with them and their parents, which resultsin children settling in the
class quickly. The teacher and support staff work well together to promote optimum learning.
Asaresult children develop good attitudes to learning, form very good relationships and fed
secure and confident.

Ovedl the qudity of teaching isgood in Key Stage 1. It was mainly satisfactory in the lessons
observed during the ingpection but some good work was seen in pupils books and displays.
Taking the qudity of the work together with the teaching seen in classes, teaching in Key Stage
lisgood overdl. It variesfrom very good to unsatisfactory. Teaching isgood in English,
mathematics and physical educetion. It is satisfactory in science, ICT and design and
technology. No lessons were seen in art, geography and music. Teachers have sound
knowledge in what they teach in al subjects. They set appropriate expectations for attainment,
plan well and use a stisfactory range of different ways of organising lessons and of usng time
and resources. They manage their pupils well and channd their energies into productive work,
which resultsin good standards of behaviour. They work well with support staff who are kept
well informed about the class work and contribute effectively to pupils learning. In the best
lessons teachers make good use of open questioning to check previous learning and deepen
understanding. In the unsatisfactory teaching seen, the time taken by the teacher to explain the
main objectives of the lesson and introduce the main content istoo long. Pupils St and listen
for long periods without participation, the lesson moves at adow pace, which adversdy
effects pupils learning. Thereisanarrow focus on limited objectives and class activities are
generdly aimed at the average learners. The higher attainerswork at aleisurely pace on
activities that are not dways as chdlenging or demand maximum effort. Pupils are rardly
encouraged to show initiative and exercise independence in learning.  Support staff use some
of their valuable time listening to the teacher with the rest of the class, laying out resources or
helping pupils to complete their work. Inthe Year 2 class, unnecessary timeis dlocated to
activities that should be conducted by pupils during bresk times

The quality of teaching is generdly good in Key Stage 2. A few excdlent lessonsand a
sgnificantly high proportion of very good teaching were seen in the top classes. The overdl
qudity of teaching in thiskey stage is a Sgnificant strength of the school. Itisakey factor in
the high standards achieved by the 11-year-olds. Teaching generaly ranges from very good to
being at least good in English, mathematics, science, physical education, persond socia and
hedlth education. Itis satisfactory in ICT and good in the Single lessons seen in other subjects.
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24,

25.

Teachers have good subject knowledge, especidly in the core subjects. Thisforms agood
basis for very effective planning of arange of simulating activities that maotivate pupils to work
with high levels of enthusiasm and with sustained concentration for long periods. They have
high expectations of dl the pupils. The teachers plan equdly simulating activities for different
age and ability groups in the class to ensure that dl work to their full potentid. The quality of
content in lessonsis maintained for most of the curricular aress. Teachers employ good
methods of organisation. They use very good questioning techniques to check understanding
and consolidate learning. They present lively introductions and detailed explanations that make
the task clear and extend pupils knowledge. They share their expertise with each other and
with the support staff. The headteacher and the deputy headteacher provide very good role
models of professiona practice to other teachers and offer practical support to teachers when
required.

The school has successfully implemented the Nationd Literacy Strategy across the whole
school. This has had a pogtive effect on the qudity of teaching and learning. Some very
effective practice was seen during the ingpection period. Teachers have established
confidence in managing the literacy hour. 'Y ounger pupils are taught well how to useinitid
letter sounds for decoding new words. Through Key Stage 1, pupils make steady progressin
developing their skillsin decoding texts and are beginning to make better gainsin developing
their writing skills. In the Y ears 3/4 class, pupils make steady progress and are now receiving
additiona support to develop their skillsin expressve writing. As pupils move through the top
two classes their progress accelerates and they work at a higher level than is expected of
pupils of their age. Pupils receive additiona support from literacy support assistants, they
work in ability groups for guided reading and join the booster class. Al this contributes very
effectively to many pupils attaining higher sandards than is expected.

The school iswell launched into implementing the National Numeracy Strategy and usesthe
framework to guide development in mathematics and in particular, numerica sKills.
Throughout the school pupils numerical skills are developing well. Teachers provide well-
planned work throughout the school and very well planned work in the top classes. The
introductory activities give due regard to pupils menta and ord work and to developing
menta calculation Srategies. Thisis done particularly well in the Reception dass where the
teacher and other staff create smple problems using children’s own experience to work out
smple solutions. For example, ‘the farmer takes two cows to the farm and then takes two
sheep, how many animds aretherein thefidd?  Pupils through the school learn well and
achieve good standards.

The quality of teaching provided for pupils with specid educationa needsisgood. Specidist
teachers visiting school and class teachers have high expectations of these pupils. Teachers
apply early identification procedures effectively. Pupils statements of need identify clear
learning objectives and the individua educetion plans (IEPs) are well matched to these
objectives. The support assigtants targeting individual specid educationa needs pupils and
other support staff are effectively deployed and work well with classteachers. Teachers
modify their questions and responses sengitively and suitably to meet the need of pupils with
specia educationd needs. Teachers use arange of appropriate methods with sengtivity to
manage the pupils.
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Teachers know their pupils well and use this knowledge to adapt their teaching and response
in lessons to the different levels of attainment. They generdly give congtructive and evaudtive
feedback during lessons which helps pupils to improve their work. Marking is generally kept
up to date. Some good examples of written feedback were seen in pupils workbooksin
some of the classes. This good practice needs to be applied cons stently through the school.
Homework is generaly used appropriately in most of the classes. Inthetop classesit isused
more effectively. Throughout the school homework makes a good contribution to pupils
learning. Some ICT related work is planned in most subjects. However, this practice is not
applied conggently in al the areas of the curriculum. Thereis need to ensure a sysematic and
progressive development of ICT skills and the use of these skills to support learning.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILS?

27.

28.

29.

30.

The Foundation Stage curriculum for the under-fives provides for al aress of children's
learning and standards have been maintained since the last inspection. However, thereis dill a
lack of sufficient planned opportunities for imaginative, energetic outdoors play and this aspect
of physica development requires attention. The lack of large play equipment to develop gross
motor skills, as noted in the previous ingpection, has not been addressed. Overdl, the
curriculum continues to provide the children with a satisfactory education that promotes their
intellectud, physical and persond development and prepares for the next stage of their
education in the school. The planning meets the requirements for children who are under five
as outlined in the Foundation Stage curriculum.

The curriculum is sufficiently broad, balanced, and relevant to meet the requirements of the
Nationd Curriculum. The school has responded to the last inspection well. An appropriate
amount of curriculum time has been devoted to the teaching of English, mathematics and
science to raise tandards. The schoal is conscious of the need to further develop curriculum
and assessment opportunities in some of the foundation subjectsin line with the revised
curriculum. 1t is aso aware of the need to take account of the multi-culturd dimengoninits
planning cycles. History, geography, art and design and design and technology are taught
dternaively on a haf-termly basis.

There are policies for dl the subjects. Some of these policies are st for reviewing asa
development priority with appropriate timescaes. Since the last ingpection the school has
adopted national guidelines for some subjects. For others it has modified the locd authority
guidelines. The school has a satisfactory overdl curriculum plan that shows when each aspect
of the different subjects of the Nationa Curriculum will be taught to the pupils. The recently
developed framework for planning iswdl thought out and isimplemented effectively and
consgtently through the school. Planning builds steadily from term to term and year to year in
English, mathematics and science. The schoal is at an early stage of developing continuity and
progression in other subjects. Most curriculum planning is matched to the age range in each
class. In mixed-age classes the school effectively uses the guidance given in schemes of work
for meeting the needs of both year groups and setting pupils by ability in Key Stage 2 classes.

The National Literacy and Numeracy Strategies are well established. Good strategies support

the teaching of these kills and are a strength of the school. These have raised standards of
teaching and learning and aso have been used successfully in endorsing the setting of pupils
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32.

33.

34.

35.

persond targets. Thereis a strong emphasis on classroom support in literacy and numeracy.
Good organisation of guided reading and writing and regular booster classes enhance this
work. Inthese lessons, senstive and skilled support to al pupils in the classes has a postive
effect on pupils learning and in particular for the higher attaining pupils and those with specia
educational needs.

A good range of educationd vigits and arange of extra-curricular activities, including a
residentia opportunity, enrich and support the curriculum. Pupils of dl ages gain vaudble
higtorical, geographical, scientific and cultural simulus and experience from vistslocaly and
further afidd. They vidt the thegtre to see Macbeth and dso visit Beacon Fell, and the
Millennium Dome. During the ingpection, pupilsin Years4 and 5 visted Houghton Towersin
connection with their sudy of The Tudors. The Quantum Thegtre visits annualy to present
aspects of science through drama. An annua residentid vidt to an outdoor centre in the Lake
Didrict by Years4, 5 and 6 pupils, not only enhances the physical education curriculum, but
aso gives vauable opportunities for pupils to learn vauable inter-persona and socid kills.
Pupils take advantage of the extra-curricular activities during the year. These include after
school clubs, such asteam games of football, netball and hockey, recorders and art and design
clubs. Pupilstake part in the usud inter-schools matches and tournaments.

The provison for pupils with specid educationd needsisgood. The schoal fully implements
the national Code of Practice. Focused andlysis of specific individud needs isreflected in their
individua teaching and learning programme and pupils are well supported by learning
assgants. These pupils make good progress. Theincluson of pupilswith specid educationa
needs in awide range of activities reflects productive relationships with outsde agencies.

The school continues to be fully committed to equaity of access and opportunity for dl pupils
and has regard to all statutory requirements.

The school has established good links with the loca and wider community. Members of the
parish and pupils families and friends atend socid and fundraising events and many donate
itemsto sdl. Theloca environment and museums are used well as additiona resources and
pupils take part in local and nationd events. Pupils support arange of charities. However,
links with local business and industry are not well developed to contribute to pupils learning.
The school has yet to exploit the potentid of the Internet to establish links beyond the
immediate community. The school has established effective links with other locd primary
schools, which are mainly related to sport. Links with the local high schools are well
established to ensure a smooth trangtion for pupils on transfer.

Provison for the two pupils for whom English is an additional language is stisfactory. The
school meets the needs of these pupils both within the classroom and when working in small
groups for support teaching with other pupils. They aitain levels of achievement which reflect
thelr increasing understanding of the language, developing skills and growing confidence. They
have access to the full curriculum, receive satisfactory support, both within the classroom and
in small groups and make satisfactory progress. They appear to be well-adjusted and
confident.
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37.

38.

39.

40.

The programme for persond, socid and hedth education offered to pupilsis now very good
and isagrength of the school. Assemblies and circle time are used very well to give pupils
opportunities to explore a variety of issues of how to develop themselves and ded with difficult
Stuaions and issuesthat arise in their lives. For example, in the circle time lessons seen, Years
4,5, and 6 boys and girls express their persond fears and fedings knowing that their
contributions were valued and respected. Teachers present good role models through their
sengitive gpproach and use of very good Strategies. Pupilsuse a‘ Problem Box’ to post their
contributions yet remain anonymous and the use of gppropriate language such as ‘Might it help
if...7 contribute successfully to pupils sdf worth and confidence. This has a Sgnificant

impact upon behaviour. The school has a comprehensive sex education policy which is
implemented consstently throughout the school. External hedlth providers support the ddlivery
of hedlth education, for example, a school nurse visitsto talk about persond hygiene and
discusses with older pupilsissues regarding growing up. The police come into school to talk to
pupils about drugs awareness and * Stranger Danger” .

The contribution of the community to the pupils learning isgood. A number of visitors come
into school to support and enhance learning and promote pupils awareness of ther rolein the
locd community. For example, the locd vicar regularly takes assemblies, at the time of the
ingpection a representative from Christian Aid spoke in assembly about the devel opment of
aress of South Africa. Pupils learn about Citizenship and have visited the Mayor’s Parlour in
Preston Town Hall, to learn about their future role as adults. Pupils are well prepared for their
next stage of educetion.

Provision for the spiritud, mora, sociad and cultural development of dl pupilsis good overal
and hasimproved since the last inspection. The aims of the school in the school prospectus
sate clear principles that relate to the preparation of the pupils for the opportunities,
respongbilities and experiences that they will facein their lives. Since the previous inspection,
the school has made a positive effort, focusing in an gppropriate, successful way to strengthen
the provison for pupils spiritual, mora, socid and cultural devel opment.

The provison for pupils spiritua development is good and has improved since the last
ingoection. Pupils now have arange of opportunities for quiet reflection. Thereisavery good
Chrigtian ethos and the persond, socid and hedlth education provison isimplemented
successfully. In assemblies and in lessons, pupils gain an understanding and appreciation of the
main beliefs and principles of the main world rdigions. During assemblies there are good
opportunities for pupilsto reflect on avariety of themes to deepen their self-knowledge.
Topics chosen are relevant to pupils everyday lives and raise avareness of issues such as
caring for others and helping those less fortunate. Visiting speskers in assembly ask pupilsto
reflect on the plight of people in South Africa and the exploitation these people experienced in
the pagt. Circle time gives pupils opportunities to reflect upon the consequences of thelr
actions on others. Throughout the inspection no examples where seen where pupils were
ingpired with wonder.

The provison for pupils mord development isgood. It hasimproved significantly since the
previous ingpection when it was judged to be unsatisfactory. Mord issues are discussed in
assembliesand in lessons. The conggtent gpplication of the school rules by al the staff ensures
agood framework for the pupils mora development. The school provides clear teaching on
what isright and wrong. They are encouraged to understand the consequences of their
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actions, to be honest and contribute to the welfare of othersin the immediate and wider
communities. Pupils are encouraged not only to empathise, but dso to practicaly support less
fortunate people through charitable gpped s such as Chrigtian Aid and Operation Christmas
Child. During assemblies, pupils explore issues such as the exploitation of people in other
countries and mans effect on the environment. Adults provide good role models. They are
friendly, helpful and supportive and caring towards the pupilsin their classes. Parents
recognise that these vaues have a positive effect on their children and believe that pupils
generaly show good standards of behaviour.

41. Theprovision for socid development isaso good. Theincluson of pupils with specid
educationa needsis reflected in a high degree of congderation and empathy shown to them by
the others. Thisisreflected in the very good relationships around the school. Pupils are
encouraged to help each other in class and to support each other in team games. Taskssetin
class provide opportunities for pupils to co-operate with each other. Good opportunities are
offered for pupils to demondrate therr initiative in lessons in the top classes. This good
practice needs to be extended to Reception, Key Stage 1 and Y ears 3/4 classes. On
occasons when there is over-reliance on teacher-directed activities means that opportunities
for pupilsto use ther initiaive in applying their learning are restricted.

42. The culturd development of pupils continues to be satisfactory. The curriculum offersa
satisfactory range of activities to develop pupils local knowledge and culturdl awareness.
Knowledge of local culture is developed through subjects such as history and geography, for
example, through pupils work on Grimsargh and Beacon Fdll, and avist to the Millennium
Dome. A wider culturd awarenessis developed through other curriculum areas but this does
not generdly extend to raising avareness and understanding of cultura diversity. A range of
music is played in assemblies from a variety of cultures and places, by both traditiona and
contemporary composer's, such as South African music. Pupils study the customs and
traditions of 1dam and Judaism in religious education lessons. Pupilsvist Asan pupilsa a
nearby locdity in Preston to support understanding about other localities and cultures. As
noted in the previous ingpection, no members of other mgor world faiths vist the school.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

43. Thisareawas identified as a serious weakness in the previous ingpection. The school has
made sgnificant improvement in its provison of support, guidance and care of the pupils a
school. The schooal isa caring community and has good links with parents who are supportive
of itswork. Staff know the pupils well and have good relationships with them. Pupils report
that they are happy at school. Parents agree that they would fed comfortable about
gpproaching the school with any concerns about their children. Parents confirm that they are
kept well informed about how their children are getting on and that the school expects their
children to work hard and achieve their best.

44. The school has very good procedures for monitoring discipline and good behaviour. Pupils
are encouraged to act responsibly in the classroom, a lunch and in the playground. The
behaviour policy isimplemented most effectively through the school. Staff, pupils and parents
understand the high expectations set by the school and work together well to achieve high
standards of behaviour and discipline. Pupils are well aware of the code of conduct and
school rules and respond positively to them. The system of rewards and sanctionsiis clearly
understood by pupils and works well. Pupils are clear about what they must do if someone
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46.

47.

48.

frightens or hurts them, and the school has clear Strategies to respond to any incidents of
bullying or harassment should they occur. Parents are satisfied that the schoal is successful in
promoting good behaviour.

The school’ s gpproach to the care and protection of pupilsisfirmly underpinned by a
commitment to placing pupils well-being firg through encouraging a climate of confidence and
trust which provides pupils with a known and caring adult to turn to in times of need. Staff
show a genuine interest in them on a day-to-day level which contributes to the cultivation of
mutual respect. Day-to-day advice and guidance, formal lessonsin persona and socia
education, as wdll as the very good procedures for monitoring and promoting good behaviour,
al provide ahigh levd of practical support for pupils by enabling them to explore hedth and
welfareissues. Pupils are encouraged to express their views and idess, for instance during
‘crcdetime and they are listened to.

The school has thorough policies for hedlth and safety and child protection, which are based
on localy agreed procedures. Good working arrangements are maintained with gppropriate
agencies. The headteacher has been suitably trained and knows individuds very wel. Sheis
fully aware of what the school is required to do to support any pupil considered to be at risk.
Training received by the headteacher in this respect is shared with teachers who are familiar
with the school policy and loca procedures. Risk assessments of the school site are made and
Identified hazards are appropriately responded to. Fire drillsare held at regular intervals
throughout the year and the fire klaxon has been recently upgraded to amore efficient bell.
Teachers and non-teaching staff supervise the pupils well throughout the school day, for ten
minutes before morning school, and at the end of the afternoon session.  The lunchtime bresk
Is carefully managed to provide avauable socid experience. There are members of aff
available who hold a recognised qudification in First Aid, and accidents or illness are dedlt
with appropriately.

Procedures for monitoring and improving attendance are good. The school actively
encourages atendance by ensuring that pupils enjoy coming to school. Theinteresting lessons,
good teaching, very good relationships and caring ethos have a pogitive impact on pupils
attendance. Awards are presented to those pupils who have full attendance each term, with a
Specid award at the end of the summer term for those who have not been absent during the
year. Regigersare well maintained to show how many pupils are present at each sesson and
are monitored to ensure that any pupils with low or erretic attendance receive gppropriate
support to attend regularly.

Monitoring and supporting of pupils persona development isgood. The school kegpsa
check on how pupils respond to what happens in school and parents are informed of
sgnificant developmentsin the annua written report on their child’s progress. Pupils persond
development is very well supported throughout the school. Of particular note is the school’s
policy for persond, socid and hedth education, including citizenship. This provides pupils with
aforum for expressing their views about school life and the wider world and receiving helpful
ideas and practica support from their teacher and classmates in arelaxed and co-operative
seiting. Consequently, pupils are helped to develop skills to cope with avariety of Stuations.
Parents are confident that the school responds appropriately to issues surrounding pupils
welfare.
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49. There are effective procedures throughout the school for monitoring and recording pupils
academic atainment and progress. The school uses a number of nationd assessment
procedures. The headteacher analyses the data thoroughly, in order to pinpoint the strengths
and weaknesses of the curriculum and where extra support is needed in order to enable both
boys and girlsto achieve the next sep in their learning. The good assessment proceduresin
English and mathematics are used effectively to inform future teaching and learning and have
improved sgnificantly since the previous ingpection. A good feature is the objective grouping
of individua pupilsin English, mathematics and science lessons. Pupils are tracked, effectively,
and their progress recorded year on year, which satisfactorily informs teachers future
planning. Ongoing records of English and mathematics are detailed and contain a summary of
individua pupils progress. The school is conscious of the need to apply this rigour and
consstency of approach to other subjects. Work has begun on linking planning and
assessment in the medium-term plans. Records of achievement show pupils progress over the
years and examples of their work, such asin writing, show pupils ability and progress over
time.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

50. The school has established good relationships with parents and provides opportunities for
parents to become actively involved in their children’slearning. Parents are highly supportive
of the school and appreciate what is provided. They find staff gpproachable and fed welcome
in school a any time.

51. Good qudity information is provided for parents about the life of the school and about the
progress that their children make. The prospectusis very clear about the attitudes and values
that the school promotes and includes a good range of information about school life and the
curriculum provided. However, the governors annua report is not so informative and requires
development. All the parents have received a Home School Agreement brochure thet clearly
sets out what can be expected of the school, parents and pupils. Most of these have been
signed and returned to school. Parents have aso received a copy of the school’ s homework
policy, and other policies are available for them to view in school. Written reports are of good
qudity. They give parents a clear account of their children’s academic progress and persond
development and include targets to aid further progress. The school provides formal
consultation sessons for parents to discuss their child's progress with teachers. The vast
majority of parents are stisfied with the information about how their children are getting on.
Parents fed that the school is open to requests for additional meetings with staff as necessary.
Day-to-day communications between parents and teachers are good.

52. The school provides agood range of opportunities for parents to visit school and these are
well atended. Parents are well involved in the life of the school and make good contributions
towards supporting their children’slearning by helping with reading and other homework,
taking part in specid projects and attending school events. Parents who wish to speak to
teachers gpproach them eadily a the end of the day when teechers are available in their
classrooms. The headteacher is available for parents each morning and afternoon in the
playground as well as by appointment. Parents gpproach teachers easily on an informal day-
to-day bass; forma consultations with staff are well attended. From the Reception class
onwards pupils take reading books home. Reading diaries are used to share comments about
pupils progress in reading devel opment between home and school. The use of these
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homework diaries for messagesis not fully established in al classes. Severd parents provide
additional well-structured help in classrooms, for example, supporting groups of pupilswith
extended writing, listening to readers and running classlibraries. Parents o help to run after-
schoal activities and organize fundraising and socid events through a smal, hardworking
parents group that al parents are encouraged to join. Other parents make avauable
contribution by giving their time and gifts to support events. Recently, parents have been
ingrumentd in directly enhancing the quaity of bresk times by providing funds to enable the
playground to be enlarged and marked for organised games. They are currently raising money
to provide a quiet areawith sests in the corner of the playground.

At the time of the last ingpection the school enjoyed an effective partnership with parents and
thisis dill the case. The school vaues the support of parents and is currently investigating
ways in which the involvement of parentsin their children’s education can be further improved.
Parents express very positive views of the schoal.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

54.

55.

56.

S7.

Since the lagt ingpection, the new headteacher has responded successfully to the many
challenges that faced the school. Following a short period of re-adjustment, she has
demonstrated determined and resolute leadership skills. Supported by committed teaching
and non-teaching staff, and a governing body that shares the headteacher’ s clarity of vison, the
school has achieved its priorities and addressed the key issues identified in the last ingpection.
Change has been introduced purposefully by negotiation and mutua agreement, with difficult
issues tackled directly. The deputy headteacher works closaly and successfully with the
headteacher in shaping the direction of the school. Together they have an andyticd and
congtructive approach, showing good understanding of where the schoal is heading and what
needs to be done next. This approach has formed a good basisin fostering very good
relationships throughout the school community.

A drong Chrigtian ethos permestes the life of the school. Theindividud is vaued highly and
the school is proud of itsam to promote an equality of opportunity.

The prioritiesin the carefully structured action plan have addressed the issues identified in the
previous report. Attitudes have been transformed and are contributing effectively to the qudity
of learning; improvements in the accommodation have been carried out with some urgency;
standards now compare very favourably with schools of a smilar background and are very
high when compared nationdly. Effective monitoring sysems have contributed to
improvementsin the quality of teaching, with good arrangements for feedback to sharpen
professond skills. Steps have been taken to anayse and improve academic standards, with
the introduction of boogter classes and individua target setting for the older pupils. The school
ISnow in a secure position to extend the role of subject co-ordinators to monitor teaching and
learning of their subjectsin classes. Thiswill bring their role in line with the numeracy and
literacy co-ordinators, who effectively monitor classroom practice.

The governing body is suitably led and organised, and ensures that the school meets statutory
requirements. There are governors for literacy, numeracy, specid educationa needs, child
protection and hedlth and safety, and a cycle of vists are undertaken. The governors annud
report to parents currently does not meet dl the statutory requirements. There is need for
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more detailed information. For example, expenditure does not reflect the school’ s successes
in providing for the needs of pupils with specid educationd needs, nor doesit share the
increased spending on support staff that has improved the effectiveness of learning support.
Full governing body meetings are held at least once aterm, as are committee meetings that
monitor curriculum, gaffing, accommodation, and financid developments. All mestings are
now being minuted gppropriately. The school is on course to addressing the recommendations
of the most recent audit report.

Governors are involved closdy in reviewing the school’ s performance and establishing
priorities for development and they are well informed by the headteacher. The most recent
school development plan is produced to a sound standard format and includes all essentidl
elements, together with an andlysis of trends and a budgetary overview and forecast. Recent
priorities have inevitably been driven by national and local agendas, with the implementation of
Nationd Literacy and Numeracy Strategies and the National Grid for Learning tending to
dominate. The school has however, worked in addition on worthwhile and successful whole-
school projects such as the development of personal, health and socia educetion that was
prioritised after the last inspection. There are good arrangements to ensure that steady
ongoing development in priority subjects of the curriculum is maintained.

Financia planning supports the school’ s educationd priorities gppropriately. For example,
thereis clear forward planning to use the reserve fund [accumulated through gppointments of
teachers on lower pay spine] for additiond teaching time. Thiswould engble the schoal to
make some provison for teaching Years 5 and 6 in single age groups. The finance committee
monitors spending on amonthly basis, reviews budget expenditure, receives tenders and
alocates contracts. Funding and other resources alocated for specific initiatives and for
specia educationa needs are properly used for the intended purposes. Financid planning,
monitoring and control are now satisfactory and there is prudent management of resources.
Staff and governors dike do their best to obtain good vaue in their spending. The results can
be seen in the use of available funding to achieve sgnificant improvements to the school
building and grounds, and in the effective mode adopted for recent developments in setting up
the computer suite. Accounts are gppropriately managed by the administrative assistant and
day to day procedureis efficient

There have been recent changesin subject leadership. There is appropriate match of teachers
qudifications and expertise to their current responghilities. A relevant programme of in-
sarvicetraining is provided for dl staff. Funding has been used particularly effectively to
develop teachers understanding and practical competence in computer skills and thishas a
direct bearing on sandards. Professonad development is linked closgly to the priorities of the
school development plan. Recently there has been an appropriate focus on raising awvareness
and expertise as Nationd Literacy and Numeracy Strategies have been introduced.
Professond development reviews are held annualy for al members of teaching and non-
teaching gtaff, and the school iswell placed to moving forward in performance management by
negotiating and then setting objectives for individua improvement. This Strategy is dso being
gpplied to learning where older pupils not only have agreed class and group targets, but dso
individua targets for improvement which are negotiated with pupils before being shared with
parents.
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The indoor accommodation has been improved significantly so that the school is a comfortable
and pleasant workplace for gtaff and pupils. Although the building is maintained to a high
standard and provides a secure working environment there is till the problem of access
between the two buildings especialy when the weether islesskind. Other improvements since
the last ingpection include library areas, which are adequately stocked with fiction and non-
fiction materids, and a ussful resource area that includes a developing computer suite.

Outdoor facilities are well laid out, and there are adequate hard areas marked for team games
aswell asindividud creative play. However, there is not an adequate enclosed area for
children in the Reception class nor are there adequate resources to enable these youngest
pupils to develop and practise gross motor skills through vigorous and purposeful play.

Resources are generally adequate and co-ordinators are aware of deficiencies within their
curricular aress. Thereis need for more dictionaries, improved software to support teaching
and learning across the curriculum and a greeter range of loca, nationa and world mapsto
study placesin geography. The art and design curriculum needs to be supported with
resources related to the work of famous artists and work of artists from other cultures as well
as artefacts and materials to promote awareness and understanding of culturd diversity.

There has recently been a sgnificant improvement in the provision for ICT, with hardware and
software provided through the Nationa Grid for Learning. Additiona funds have been
dlocated effectively to implement the National Numeracy Strategy, and a new mathematics
scheme has been introduced. Vidts are given ahigh priority to provide first hand experiences
especidly in the development of history, geography and outdoor pursuits. However, the use of
vigts and vistors to further enhance the multicultural dimensions of the school are dtill a an
early stage.

Grimsargh St Michad’s Church of England Primary School is now an effective school, and has
improved sgnificantly in the last two and ahdf years to provide satisfactory vaue for money.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

65.

The headteacher, staff and governors should address the following key issuesto further
improve the quality of education provided by:

Develop conggtent practice in the effective use of ICT skills to support teaching and
learning in al the Nationa Curriculum subjects
(see paragraphs 26, 97, 103, 108, 111, 115, 125)

Extend the good assessment practice in English and mathematics to science and then to

other subjects.
(see paragraphs 26, 28, 49, 105, 111, 120, 132, 137)

Develop congstency in good practice through the school by extending the monitoring role

of the subject co-ordinators.
(see paragraphs 56, 69, 105, 111, 137)
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66. Additionaly, in order to address minor weaknesses the school should include the following in
ther action plan:

Provide a range of opportunities that promote awareness and understanding of the cultural
diversty around the local and wider communities.
(see paragraphs 28, 42, 62)

Provide an gppropriate range of opportunities regularly for energetic play for childrenin
the Foundation Stage through planned free play activities using large toys and smdll

equipment in the school hall or/ and in asecure area outside.
(see paragraphs 1, 68, 76)

Ensure that the governors annua report to parents meets adl the statutory requirements.
(see paragraph 57)
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed 46
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 30
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excdlent Very good Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor

% 19% 41% 26% ™% 0% 0%

The table gives the percentage of teaching observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about |essons.
I nformation about the school’ s pupils
Pupils on the school’sroll YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) 178
Number of full-time pupils digible for free school meds 7
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs YRY6
Number of pupils with statements of gpecial educational needs 5
Number of pupils on the school’ s specid educational needs register 37
English asan additional language No of pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additiona language 2
Pupil mability in the last school year No of pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usud time of first admisson 8
Pupils who left the school other than at the usud time of leaving 6
Attendance
Authorised absence % Unauthorised absence %
School data 4.1 School data 0.2
Nationa comparative data 54 Nationa comparative data 0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year (ie 1998/99).
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1

Year | Boys | Girls | Totd
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 1 for the 1999 10 12 22
latest reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Boys 8 7 9
Numbers of pupils a Girls 11 11 11
NC level 2 and above Total 19 18 20
Percentage of pupils School 86 82 91
a NC level 2 or above Nationdl 82 83 87
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 6 9 8
Numbers of pupils a Girls 11 11 11
NC level 2 and above Tota 17 20 19
Percentage of pupils School 77 91 86
a NC leve 2 or above National 82 86 87
Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2
Year | Boys | Girls | Totd
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 2 for the 1999 9 13 22
latest reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Boys 9 9 9
Numbers of pupils a Girls 13 11 13
NC levd 4 and above Tota 22 20 22
Percentage of pupils School 100 91 100
a NC level 4 or above National 70 69 78
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 9 9 9
Numbers of pupils a Girls 13 11 13
NC level 4 and above Total 22 20 22
Percentage of pupils School 100 91 100
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a NC levd 4 or above

National

68

69

75
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Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin the last school year

No of pupils Fixed period | Permanent
Black — Caribbean heritage 4 Black — Caribbean heritage 0 0
Black — African heritage 0 Black — African heritage 0 0
Black — other 1 Black — other 0 0
Indian 5 Indian 0 0
Paki stani 1 Pakistani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 0 Chinese 0 0
White 138 White 0 0
Any other minority ethnic 0 Other minority ethnic groups 0 0
group
This table refers to pupils of compulsory school age This table gives the number of exclusions of pupils of compulsory school age,
only. which may be different from the number of pupils excluded.

Teachers and classes Financial information

Qualified teachersand classes. YR -Y6

Tota number of qualified teachers (FTE) 7 Financia year 1999/2000
Number of pupils per qualified teacher 29.7
Average class size 29.7 £
Total income 303851
Education support staff: YR —Y6 Tota expenditure 302224
Total number of education support staff 8 Expenditure per pupil 1757
Total aggregate hours worked per week 138 Balance brought forward from 20885
previous year
Balance carried forward to next 22512
year
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Results of the survey of parentsand carers

Questionnairereturn rate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progressin school.

Behaviour in the schoal is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

Theteaching is good.
| am kept wel informed about how my child is

getting on.

| would fed comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve hisor her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The school is hdping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outsde lessons.

Number of questionnaires sent out 178
Number of questionnaires returned 76
Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know
70 28 3 0 0
62 25 5 0 0
55 43 0 0 1
50 36 9 1 4
68 29 0 0 3
42 45 9 3 1
78 17 5 0 0
80 17 0 0 3
55 38 4 1 1
75 21 1 0 3
69 28 3 0 0
44 43 7 0 7
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PART D: THE STANDARDS AND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE
CURRICULUM, SUBJECTS AND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

67.

68.

69.

70.

All children are admitted to school in September on a part-time basis for the first two weeks.
Good induction procedures are followed and close liaison is established between home and
school. This contributes effectively to children settling in quickly inthe dlass. Basdine
assessments conducted with these children show thet thelr attainment on entry is broadly inline
with those of children of asmilar age. Nearly dl the children enter the Reception class with
playgroup experience. The older children who come with previous experience show good
grasp of pre-number and pre-reading skills.

The schoal continues to make an overdl satisfactory provison for children in the Foundation
Stage. The pogtive gart children are given when they enter school ensures that their
attainment when they dart Key Stage 1 is comparable with the nationd levelsin amost dl the
areas of early learning gods. However, in physica development there is il the same lack of
provision for energetic outdoor play as was the case during the last inspection. In thisarea
children’s progress is unsatisfactory.

There is an gppropriate policy Satement. Detailed planning guides the work for the children in
the Foundation Stage. It is currently based on the nationa guidance but the school is now
working towards implementing the requirements of the early learning gods. Children’s
individua progress in language and literacy and mathematica development is recorded
systematicaly and used to inform planning. Planning for other areasis generdly based on the
teacher’ s knowledge of the children. The nursery nurse and support staff are not directly
involved in planning but are kept well informed about the planned work for the children. There
isgood leve of co-operation and partnership between staff involved with early years. Support
saff make vauable contribution to the children’slearning. Topic plans for the Reception class
are displayed well for parents’ information. They are informed of assessment outcomes and
are encouraged to discuss their child's progress.

The qudity of teaching isgood. Teaching of basc literacy and numeracy skillsisgood. The
teacher has sound knowledge of how young children learn and is sengitive to the individua
circumgtances of the children, which contributes effectively to children settling quickly, forming
good relationships and being responsive to what is being offered. The needs of the children
with specid educational needs are well catered for and consequently they make good
progress. An gppropriate range of activitiesis planned to cover most of the areas for learning
but these are mostly adult-directed and opportunities for children to choose for interest are
limited.

Personal, social and emotional devel opment

71.

Good provison is made for promoting children’s persond, socia and emotiond development.
The effective systems of trangtion between home and schoaol help children to settle very
quickly into the daily routine. They are happy and secure. Children co-operate well, share
their activities and resources willingly with others and recognize the need to take turns. Milk
and snack times are used well to develop socid skills. They behave well and are taught the
difference between right and wrong. They are sengtive to the needs of others and form very
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good relationships with adults and other children. Children’s spiritual development is
promoted well. They say prayers together and listen to stories from the Bible. The children
are developing sound levels of independence, for example, when changing their clothes for
physica education lessons. They show responsible attitudes during tidying up times. They
have good attitudes to learning and work with sustained concentration. However, increased
opportunities need to be provided for children to collaborate together on atask and to use
thelr own initiative. They make smple choices from alimited range of prescribed activities but
have few opportunities to review these choices. Structured play, including role-play, needsto
be devel oped further to support the children’s socia development.

Communication, language and literacy

72. Children enjoy listening to stories and rhymes. Some children bring their favourite story-books
from home to share with the rest of the class. They discuss the key eventsin sories and enjoy
the humour in them. Reading stories with expresson increases children’s participation and
holds their interest. Effective strategies are used to generate discussion and provide
opportunities for children to share their ideas and concerns with others in meaningful contexts.
For example, in circle time when children St in acircle and discussissues, they listen attentively
and ask pertinent questions. Good use is made of spontaneous Situations to develop
meaningful discussons that help children to demongtrate what they know, and share their
observations with others.

73. Elements of the literacy framework are used well by the teacher and support staff. A good
understanding of phonicsis developed through appropriate word and sentence level. Almost
al the children can read and most can write their names. Older children in the class are well
launched into reading. A few read smple texts with growing accuracy. Maost know that
words and pictures carry meaning. All children are adept at behaving like readers. Y ounger
children interpret the pictures in the commercid reading scheme in single sentences and are
beginning to condruct very smple sequencesin sories. With support many are beginning to
form recognizable | etters and a few write some words independently.

Mathematical development

74. Thisareaiswdl taught and progressis good overal. By the end of the Reception Y ear most
children will have exceeded the early learning gods for mathematics. Children have many
opportunities to count, match and sort different objects and shapes according to set criteria
Their kills are evident during tidying up time. They enjoy playing Smple number games.
Children use beads, and cotton redls for threading in Smple patterns, some repesat patterns
with two or three colours. Elements of the numeracy framework are used well to develop
number concepts. They add or subtract one more or one less accurately to ten. Some
children can count up to 20 or more, the younger children in the class work with numbers up
to five. Children sing number and finger-rhymes such as ‘ Five Little Ducks and develop a
sound understanding of addition and subtraction in a practica context. They solve smple
problems in menta mathematics confidently such as ‘the farmer takes two cows to the field
add one more, how many? Many children name geometrical shapes and match these to red
life objects.
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Knowledge and under standing of the world

75. Effective useis made of vigtsin the locdlity and around the school. Children look for objects,

landmarks, plants and flowers linked to theinitid letter sound they are learning. For example,
when learning the letter *S' they identify objects, places and names beginning with‘S. The
teacher and staff develop their knowledge and understanding of their immediate environment
by discussing their observations and making things with playdough. Good use is made of the
classroom computer to develop children’s basic computer skills. Adults support the children
individualy and in pairsto use arange of computer programs designed to extend children’s
mathematica and literacy skills. Good questioning techniques are used during literacy and
numeracy sessions to draw on children’s knowledge of the environment and own experiences
during discussions about road safety. For example, they named different sounds made by
police cars, ambulances and fire engines. However, time for structured and imaginative play is
limited and children have fewer opportunities to experiment for themsdves or follow their own
interests. When playing with sand or water, adults tend to supervise these activities rather than
extend language and understanding of concepts. Thereis need to extend children’s awareness
of the culturd diversty around them.

Physical devel opment

76.

7.

The provison available for physica development is used well and children are making good
progress in this agpect. However, there is no outdoor provision of fixed apparatus for
climbing, diding and balancing or large toys for imaginative energetic outdoor play to promote
physica development. Although children go for walks around the school and run around in the
playground in fine weether it was unclear if they make regular use of any loca sport or leisure
centre for physica activities.

All children have good opportunities to develop their manipulative skills as they cut, sick, and
join thingstogether. They use different types of padiry cutters and rolling pins to mould their
playdough into different shapes and enjoy the fed of the texture. They use smal congtruction
kits imaginatively but large construction equipment was not seen being used during the
ingpection period. In the one physica development lesson seen children moved confidently.
They showed awareness of others and hopped, jumped and ran with growing control. Well-
planned session provided good opportunities for children to understand the need for warm up
exercises. They enjoyed the energetic physica activity. They listen to adults and follow
ingructions carefully with regard to safety. The children with specia educationa needs
participated enthusiastically in the whole lesson with good support from the support assstants.
Adults make good use of language to encourage children in their physica responses and in
making the experience enjoyable.

Creative devel opment

78.

Appropriate provison and satisfactory teaching ensure that children make steady progressin
their creative development and continue to achieve satifactory levels as reported in the
previous ingpection. They paint, draw, print and create collage pictures using avariety of
naturd and man-made materiadls. However, these are generdly done to an outline drawn by
adults and children have fewer opportunities to represent their ideas in individua ways. When
such opportunities are provided, asin work on self-portraits, they show developing
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observationd skills and awareness of colour, tone and form. Frequent opportunities are
provided for Snging, which the children undertake with enthusiasm and enjoyment. Children
gng in unison and clgp together with asense of rhythm. Children’s lisening skills are
developing well through the repetition of familiar songs and rhymes.

ENGLISH

79. By theend of Key Stage 1, pupils attain average standards. By the end of Key Stage 2,
standards are above average. Many pupils are on course to meet the Leve 4 standard
expected of 11-year-olds and a Sgnificant minority are on course to meet the next higher Level
5. A minority will be below the expected level because of their low attainment and specid
needs. The successful implementation of the National Literacy Strategy has contributed very
well to the quality of teaching and learning. The standards of attainment in English have
improved sgnificantly Snce the last ingpection. Resultsin the Nationa Curriculum tests have
generdly remained well above the nationa average during the last four years with fluctuation
towards very high standardsin 1999 and lower standardsin 1998. Pupils are making good
progress and the sandard of work, though not as high as the 1999 test results, remains well
above the work seen in smilar schools. The ingpection findings are broadly smilar to the 2000
test results. In both key stages, boys and girls do equdly well. Throughout the schoal, pupils
with specia educationa needs make good progress.

80. By theage of saven, most of the pupilsin the current Y ear 2 are making satisfactory progress
and the stlandard of work is now broadly similar to that in other schools. Pupils attain close to
the nationa standard in reading Leve 2, with aminority attaining at the higher Level 3. Writing
isdightly below, but has improved since the last ingpection because of the successful
implementation of the Nationd Literacy Strategy and the improved good quality of teaching in
Year 1. Reaultsin the Nationa Curriculum tests have remained close to the national average
during the last four years. Ingpection findings show average standards, which are broadly
smilar to the 2000 test results. Pupils who speak English as an additiond language make
satisfactory progress.

81. The school has successfully implemented the Nationa Literacy Strategy and this has helped to
ensure a cons stent approach to planning and teaching which is having a positive effect on
pupils learning. Teachers are now more confident and more effective in teaching literacy and
provide good opportunities for pupils to gpply and improve their skillsin other subjects, for
example in geography, where pupils research the climate and terrain of Greece. This has made
asgnificant contribution to raising achievement in other areas of the curriculum. The schools
agreed priorities and procedures for raising standards include setting challenging, measurable
targets for improvement. The school has set 88% of pupils to reach the expected standards; it
IS on course to meet them.

82. Throughout the school, sandards in spesking and listening are in line with those expected
nationaly. Appropriate atention is given to the systemetic development of pupils skillsasa
result of the previous report when they were judged to be unsatisfactory throughout the school.
The mgority of pupils spesk and listen well to their teachers, to visitors and to one another,
and do so with humour, sengtivity and increasing confidence. By the age of deven, pupils
listen with increased attention, sustain longer conversations and make mature contributions to
classdiscussons. InYears4, 5 and 6, circle time, pupils have a good understanding of the
protocol of discussion and debate and are sdlective and sengtive in the evidence they present
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83.

85.

86.

to support their points of view. Teachers expect pupils to use appropriate specidist
vocabulary and this enables pupils to express themsalves accurately. Year 6 pupils talk about
subordinate clauses when discussing the structure of sentences and younger pupils talk
enthusiagtically about the geography and history topics they study, such as their own village and
the Egyptian gods. Year 1 pupilstalk confidently about their choice of food in the science
topic ‘Oursalves and Year 2 pupils have opportunities to develop their speaking and listening
skills by using headphones to listen and record stories such as ‘ The Elves and the
Shoemaker’. All pupils have opportunities to take part in drama and role-play in arange of
activities. Pupils perform publicly in school productions, which offer vauable opportunities for
pupils to use spoken language.

By the age of seven, standards of attainment in reading are close to the nationd average and by
the age of eleven are above average. Standards throughout the school have risen because of
the successful implementation of the Nationd Literacy Strategy, good teaching and pupils
enjoyment of reading. The school continues to place emphasis on individud reading aswell as
the opportunities presented in the literacy hour. Pupils have their own persona reading diaries
and older pupils use them well as critiques of the booksread. All pupils, including lower
attainers, have favourite books and talk of their enjoyment of books at home and at schoal.

By the age of seven, higher ataining pupils read with fluency, accuracy, and with growing
understanding. They have arange of strategies for reading new words and as they become
more confident they self-correct and re-read passages to work out their meaning. They read
books for pleasure and for information. Average attaining pupils are able to ssgment words
and use the structure of the sentence to determine the type of word needed to make sense.
However, the text for some average attaining pupilsis not sufficiently chalenging. Lower
attaining pupils read with some degree of accuracy and try hard, but they are more hesitant
when sounding out words and rely on picture clues.

By the age of deven, most pupils read appropriate books accurately, fluently and with good
expresson. Higher and average attaining pupils read with expresson, identify themes and
characters, and respond to the content with appreciative humour. Most use good phrasing
when reading aoud and use their comprehension skillswell to deduce information and idess
from texts such asin ‘ The Goblets of Fire’. They enjoy the Harry Potter books by JK.
Rowling and sdlect Gillian Cross and Anne Fine asther favourite authors. Lower ataining
pupils make good attempts in their reading skills. They read fluently, more hesitantly, but fairly
accuratdly, and generdly understand the main points of what they haveread. They are ableto
use adictionary or thesaurus to locate words or replace them with smilar meanings. Most
parents give vauable support by reading regularly to their children and this has a postive
impact upon standards.

Pupils independent research skills are satisfactory. Older pupils are able to salect books from
the library and use appropriate referencing skills to find information from non-fiction books.
Only the higher and average ataining pupils are aware of the library systerm and many cannot
explain dearly how itisused. Younger pupils are familiar with technica terminology such as
author, illustrator, content page, and index.

By the age of seven, sandards of attainment in writing are now similar to those in other schools

and pupils are making steady progress, with accelerated progressin Year 1. Thisisan
improvement since the previous ingpection when writing was unsatisfactory. The school has
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87.

88.

acted gppropriately upon the issues found, through a systemtic literacy plan to improve
handwriting, writing, punctuation, and spdlling. The most able and average seven-year-olds
write satisfactorily. They are beginning to write smple notes before they embark on their story
writing. They write about characters of their own choice and extend their ideas logicaly into a
short story, and sentences are beginning to be demarcated by capitd letters and full stops.
More able pupils work independently and refer to a persona wordbook, but less able pupils
need support from adults and rely heavily on their wordbooks for spelling. Though spelling has
improved and pupils use their growing knowledge of different letter combinations to write their
own words, it is dill incongstent in qudity, and Smple words such as mug are spdlt as ‘moog.’
Handwriting is now based upon a commercia scheme, which offers consistency of gpproach,
but is dill inits early stage of implementation. Whilst presentation in some books is good, in
others letters are not dways evenly formed and many less able pupils have yet to learn to write
with condgstency and fluency.

Eleven-year-old pupils standards of attainment in writing have improved and exceed standards
found in smilar schools. Pupils build upon their early skills and make good progress, with
accelerated progressin Year 6. Thisis because of very good group teaching in shared reading
and writing, and booster classes. Pupils now plan, draft and edit their work carefully and thisis
aggnificant improvement from the previous inspection. The quality of extended writing is
beginning to be addressed. Pupilswrite in avariety of formsfor different purposes and their
writing is varied, interesting, empathetic and imaginative, such as ‘Moving School’, ‘ The Degth
of an Aunt’ and the play ‘ The Battle of Marathon’. They write factud reports such as on the
life of the honeybee, explain how to replace batteriesin the XY 2 calculator. They use
imaginative vocabulary to respond imaginatively to poems, such as ‘Wormholesin Space'.
Pupils writing is organised into paragraphs, and punctuation and spellings are generdly
satidfactory. Higher attaining and average pupils use grammatically complex sentences, and
their work iswell presented in ajoined, fluent style. Less able pupils produce shorter pieces of
work and punctuation is not dways used accurately or consgstently. Most common words are
spelt correctly but handwriting is not dwayswell formed. The standard of spelling has
improved with the systematic approach adopted through the National Literacy Strategy.
Spelling conventions are taught clearly, and there are many opportunities for pupilsto practise
spellings, but the schooal is not complacent and further development of grammar and spdlling is
planned. Most pupils books are neat and well presented, reflecting effort, and an interest and
enthusiasm for handwriting. There are no extra curricular activities for English, but
opportunities for listening and speaking are given when pupils practise for their theatrica and
musica productions.

Teaching is good across the school with variations in the lessons seen. Over three quarters of
the teaching was at least good and some being very good; only one unsatisfactory lesson was
seen. InYears 1, 4,5and 6t is congstently good and on occasions very good. Teachers
have taken account of the Nationd Literacy Strategy in planning and apply the principles well.
They have a secure knowledge and understanding of the subject and make clear to pupils what
they are expected to learn and what they should do to improve. Large print texts are used
effectively to demondtrate teaching points. All pupils are expected to work hard and most do.
Teachers use skilled questioning to assess pupils knowledge and to help them make
connections across subjects. For example, the myths written by Year 5 and 6 pupils showed a
good knowledge of the climate and landscapes of countries such as Greece and its culture,
Group work is matched well to pupils differing levels of ability. Spelling conventions are
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89.

90.

91.

clearly taught and are reinforced by the use of appropriate, regular spelling tests. A period of
timeis used at the end of each lesson to review, consolidate and extend pupils learning. These
congstent fegtures of high quality teaching are sgnificant factors in enabling pupils to extend
their learning. 1n the best lessons, pupils own experiences are used as a starting point for
discussion, and this contributes effectively to pupils socid and mord development. Where
teaching is not as successful, parts of the lesson are too long and pupils become restless,
uninterested and do not complete their tasks. Day-to-day assessment procedures for
monitoring pupils progress in English are good and pupils are tested regularly. Samples of
pupils writing are periodicaly assessed according to nationd criteria. Regular homework is
st in most classes to reinforce and extend what islearned in school. Pupils also take reading
books home regularly and learn spellings. Parents are generdly supportive of homework.
Pupils books are marked regularly and most contain helpful comments on how to improve.

Attitudes to work and standards of behaviour have improved significantly since the previous
ingpection because of the improved standards of teaching and the successful strategies
introduced. Boys and girls attitudes to learning are good. The mgority of pupils clearly enjoy
their lessons and work hard for an appropriate amount of time when actively engaged in
reading, writing or discussons. Most pupils work purposefully on their own when the teacher
Isengaged in group work with other pupils. Y oung pupils are gaining confidence to tackle new
work and older pupils attempt demanding work with confidence. Older pupils show pridein
the presentation of their work. A few pupils become uninterested and restless when there is
inappropriate balance between talking and tasks, the lesson is too long and the sense of
purposeislost. Pupils support each other well, co-operate when completing tasks together,
and spontaneoudy applaud one another’ s successes. Pupils reflect on personal and world
Issues during circle time and assemblies and empathise with the issues raised.

Appropriate work is planned for English and the literacy hour for pupils with specia
educationa needs, and they receive good ass stance from the support staff. Pupils are either
given support in cass or are withdrawn for individua help and this contributes effectively to the
good progress they make towards their individuad learning targets.

Co-ordination of English and literacy across the schoal isvery good. The co-ordinator
manages and leads the subject well. Having analysed test results and samples of pupils work,
the co-ordinator is clear about the strengths and areas for development in the English
curriculum and has initiated an action plan to improve sandards. The co-ordinator has
introduced a comprehensive programme to further raise the sandard of writing and
handwriting, which is beginning to have an effect. She has collated a useful portfolio of work,
which is a vauable reference document for gaff in ng pupils attainment. School
organisation is such that she and the deputy headteacher are able to monitor teaching of the
subject and give useful feedback to colleagues and so support staff in raising sandards.
Resources are good and have improved since the previous inspection. There are sufficient
literacy booksin the classroom libraries and non-fiction in the school library. More books to
cover topic work are to be purchased. The range and quaity of non-fiction booksin the
school library is generdly adequate, but classrooms lack arange of dictionaries and thesauri
suitable for pupils with differing needs. Pupils use their word processing skillsin writing stories
and poems and the new computer suite should offer increased opportunities.
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MATHEMATICS

92.

93.

94.

95.

Standards in mathematics in the previous inspection were judged to be average at Key Stage 1
and broadly in line with the nationa average by the end of Key Stage 2. Since then the schoal
has implemented the Nationd Numeracy Strategy, this has impacted very well and standards
have improved sgnificantly. Currently, sandards are above average throughout the school. A
very good improvement in the end of Key Stage 1 test results over the last two years and
sustained level of improvement at Key Stage 2. The end of Key Stage 2 results for 1999
were very high. Test results for 2000 show that the proportions of pupils ataining Level 2 and
above at Key Stage 1 and Leve 4 and above at Key Stage 2 are smilar to the 1999 results.
The proportions of pupils ataining the higher Levels 3 and 5 at the end of both key stages
respectively are not as high asthe1999 test results.

By the end of Key Stage 1, pupils attain above average standards. Most pupils are
developing a good knowledge of number, space, shape and measures. Pupils investigate
number sequences and patterns to above 100; measure accurately in metres and centimetres
and estimate with increasing accuracy; recognise 0’ clock, quarter, and half past and then
show understanding when reinforcing skills on the computer or recording time digitally. They
identify the properties of two-dimensond shapes and three-dimensond objects well, and
understand smple fractions such as quarters and halves. Pupilsin both key stages are
confident when discussing ther activities, with older pupils developing sound Strategies to solve
problems. By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils attain above average standards. They are
showing preferences for strategies and explain what they are doing confidently. Most pupilsin
Y ear 6 understand place vaue to thousands and have a good recal of table facts. They round
numbers to 100 and 1000 and estimate with increasing accuracy; understand negative and
positive numbers when exploring temperatures, and use co-ordinates to determine position.
They cdculate scaes, measure and caculate angles accurately and have a good understanding
of perimeter and area. Year 5 and 6 pupils confidently explained mode, mean and average
and develop probability to find chances when investigating ratio.

Since the last ingpection the qudity of teaching has improved sgnificantly, with some excdllent
teaching evident a the end of Key Stage 2. The effective implementation of the Nationa
Numeracy Strategy has provided greater congstency, a greater balance of programmes of
study and a sharper focus with clear objectives for teaching and learning. In satisfactory
lessons there is not the same sharpness in objectives, the pace is not as vigorous and pupils are
not challenged to the same extent asin the best lessons.  Pupils have positive atitudes to
learning and generdly they take pride in their work. They respond enthusiagticaly to chalenge
particularly in Years 4, 5 and 6, where progress becomes accel erated and is often good.
Learning is characterised by enthusiasm, good behaviour, good collaboration and an ahility to
work independently.

In the 60% of |essons where teaching was good or better, expectation was high and pupils
thrived on teachers good subject knowledge and enthusasm for mathematics. Overdl,
teachers provide very good role models. They vaue the contributions of pupils, which
srengthens their confidence and enhances the qudity of learning. Pupils with specid
educationa needs and those for whom English is an additiona language make good progress
especidly where they recaive effective support from learning assstants. Planning is good,
teachers eva uate the success of their essons and include comments for improvement, which
make subsequent lessons more effective. Very good questioning enable teachers to chalenge
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thinking and deepen understanding. Good assessment strategies are used to identify what
pupils know and can do. Detailed records are kept of gainsin skills and knowledge. Marking
Is congstent and often includes comments on how pupils may improve further.

The decison to concentrate on the mental work has added to the quality of learning, and
parents and carers have been able to contribute as a result of regular homework. Pupilsin
Year 1 count on from a given number such as 3 add 4 and thisis developed in Years2to 4
with pupilsinvestigating patterns to 100 and to 1000 such as square numbers and factors. By
Years 5 and 6 pupils use table facts to calculate 36 x 6 mentally, and investigate accurately
fractions, decimals and percentages.

The subject co-ordinator is aware of the need to improve the use of ICT to enhance learning in
the classroom. Although time lines are explored in history; co-ordinates, scales and compass
bearings in geography; and recording in science, there are insufficient planned activities to use
mathematical kills across the curriculum.

Co-ordination of mathematics and numeracy across the school is very good. Leadership and
management of mathematics are very good. The co-ordinator has analysed the results of
national and optiona tests, identified and responded to strengths and weaknesses, and has
provided a good action plan for improvement. The regular opportunities for monitoring
teaching and learning, and building on skillsin a continuous and progressve way, is
contributing well to the raisng of standards. All pupils have class and group targets that are
reviewed regularly. Of particular note is the way the oldest pupils have targets, which are
negotiated individualy to promote progress.

SCIENCE

99.

100.

101.

By the end of Key Stage 1, pupils are likely to attain average standards. Standardsin Key
Stage 1 have improved since the last ingpection when standards were judged to be below
average. Overdl atainment in the1999 end of key stage teacher assessments, the proportion
of pupils ataining Leve 2 or above was below average but the number of pupils attaining
Level 3 was above average.

By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils are likely to attain standard thet, are above average. This
shows very good improvement since the last ingpection when standards attained were below
average. In the 1999 end of key stage tests, €leven-year-olds attained standards that were
very high when compared to the nationd average and standards attained by pupilsin smilar
schools. The number of pupils attaining Level 5 waswell above the average. The marked
acceleration in the progress made by Key Stage 2 pupils since 1998 is due to good teaching
and effective planning for science. Pupils with specia educationa needs make good progress
and attain andards in line with their capabilities.

By the age of seven, standards of attainment are in line with those expected for pupils age
seven. Pupils have sound knowledge and understanding of how living things grow. They
understand that plants need water, air and light. Year 1 pupils understand that their bodies
need food and water, and the importance of hedthy eating. By the age of deven, pupils
standards of attainment are above the national average. Pupils show well-developed
understanding of science concepts in their discussions, they use science specific vocabulary to
form hypotheses. They have extended their learning skills to include observation with
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precison, thinking with logic, concluding with accuracy, and classfying against pre-determined
criteria. They can describe the circulatory system and explain the vital nature of this function.

Analysis of pupils work shows that they make steady progressin Key Stage 1 and good
progressin Key Stage 2. Some pupilsin Years 4, 5 and 6 make very good progress.
Throughout the school, pupils with specia educationa needs make good progress in relation to
their cgpabilities. The last ingpection identified experimental work as a weskness, but teachers
now provide regular opportunities for pupilsto carry out investigations. However, there is il
need for pupils to undertake their own experiments and follow their own line of enquiry in Key
Stage 1 and Y ears 3/4 class, this aspect is well-developed in the two top classes. All pupils
enjoy investigetive work, thisis particularly beneficid to pupils with specid educationa needs,
who are supported well by the support assistants and other pupilsin the class.

The quality of teaching is good overal. The consgstent development and support in the
teaching of science since the last ingpection has had a positive impact. Teachers have a secure
command and competence in teaching the subject. Planning is good, activities are well

planned to match the needs of the pupils including those with specia educationa needs. Inthe
two top classes teachers have high expectations, they set demanding tasks and provide
extensgon work for pupils. This enables pupilsto work at a brisk pace through the lesson,
resulting in good progress and for some very good progress. Skilful questioning techniques
help to consolidate learning and to promote thinking about new ideas. However, on occasons
exposition istoo long and pupils have fewer opportunities to discuss their own idess. Effective
use is made of ICT to support pupils learning in the top Key Stage 2 classes. Home work is
used well in some classes aimed at promoting research of specific topics and use of arange of
sources to access information.

Teachers use avariety of resources that stimulate and hold pupils' interest. They vigt the loca
millennium garden and respond to science theetre visits enthusiagticaly. Pupils throughout the
school have a good attitude to science.

Currently teachers evauate their planning and make informal assessments. They usethe
outcomes to inform future planning. The school is aware of the need to develop consistent and
systematic assessment practicein science. Co-ordination and management of the subject are
good. The implementation of a new scheme of work designed to meet the needs of mixed age
classes has been effective in securing progression through the school. Teachers use ideas from
the nationa guidance for science effectively. The co-ordinator monitors teachers planning but
monitoring of progress and sandards in dl the classes would contribute to consistency in
achieving high standards through the schooal.

ART AND DESIGN

106.

107.

During the ingpection one lesson of art and design was observed, and a good example of art
work was seen as part of design and technology work inthetop class. A limited amount of
work was available for scrutiny. Discussions were held with the co-ordinator and planning
was taken into account. However, due to insufficient evidence, no overal judgement was
made about quality of teaching, pupils standards of attainment or progressin either key
stages.

In the one lesson seen, pupils atainment was in line with nationa age related expectations.
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Teaching was good. In this well-planned lesson, the teacher taught specific skills clearly,
demondtrating the sequence of steps to be taken whilst providing an interesting context for
learning. This generated agood leve of enthusiasm and pupils worked hard in achieving a
good perspectivein their pencil drawings. Pupils with specia educationa needs were well
supported by the support assistants and made good progress in the lesson.

108. The schoal has recently started linking planning for the subject with the units from the nationa
guidance for art and design but the scheme of work is not yet fully in place. The use of sketch-
books has been introduced effectively in al the classes. Some use is made of computer
programs to create pictures. The co-ordinator is aware of the need to develop the subject
further in the school to ensure continuity and that the demands of the revised Nationa
Curriculum are met in full. The resources for art and design are generdly adequete, athough
there is need to build awider range of work of famous artists and artists from other cultures.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

109. Two lessons were observed in Key Stage 1 and one lesson in Key Stage 2. Additional
evidence was gathered from examination of pupils work, discussons with pupils and teachers
and andysis of planning to form the basis for making judgements. Standards are average a
the end of both key stages. Pupilswith specia educationa needs make good progress and
atain gandardsin line with thair capabilities. Thisis asgnificant improvement ancethe last
ingpection when standards particularly at the end of Key Stage 2, were well below average.

110. Evidence of long term planning indicates that pupils experience arange of skills, techniques and
meaterids which combine designing and making which are then linked to other areas of the
curriculum to support learning.  Previous work includes the making of finger and glove
puppets, money containers, and assembling bird feeders and boxes for the Millennium Garden.
Y ear 6 pupils collaborated well to design and make a tapestry that proudly hangsin the
school. Making for apurposeis given ahigh priority. Pupilsin Year 1 used agood range of
technical vocabulary such asjuicy, tasty, raw, and cooked when investigating different fruits
for afruit sdad. They confidently tridled arange of resources, generated ideas and recognised
familiar features and were excited by their experiences. In Year 2, pupilsinvestigated chassis,
wheds and axles. Pupils commented on how to improve by strengthening their buggies and
were given good feedback by the teacher. Years 5 and 6 pupils showed good attitudes to
designing and making. When designing Greek pottery, they undertook good research skills,
designed carefully and accuratdly, and then applied arange of making skillsusing a variety of
materiads. They responded well to the chalenge of refining the finish of thelr papier-méché
pots and shared arange of srategies for fixing bases and handles. Later, in discusson, pupils
gave acomprehensve account of the stages and development of their pots and offered
informed suggestions as to how they could make improvements. There was also an avareness
of the limitations of materids, such as the effectiveness of water paste to fix handles and the
unsuitability of some papers.

111. Teaching issaisfactory at Key Stage 1 and pupils enjoyed their activities whilst developing a
range of skills such as developing gppropriate language and skillsin food technology, and
acquiring grategies for fixing and joining materias. The quaity of teaching was very good in
the one lesson observed in Years 5 and 6. In thislesson good planning, high expectations, and
chdlenging activities resulted in very good attitudes, good gpplication of previoudy gained
skills and knowledge, and pride and care in the finished article. Very good subject knowledge
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enabled the teacher to support learning effectively adding to the enjoyment experienced. ICT
is underused to generate designs, and monitoring is confined to planning and an andysis of
pupils work. The co-ordinator has very recently taken this responsbility and is aware of the
need to update her expertisein thisarea. Amended nationd guiddines highlighting skill
development are used to guide planning but there is no consistent system for recording gainsin
skills and knowledge.

GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

112.

113.

114.

115.

It was not possible to see any teaching of geography and only two lessons of history were
seen. Dueto insufficient evidence, no judgement is made about the levels of attainment in both
key stages. In the previous ingpection standards of attainment in history were average for
pupils aged seven and deven and satisfactory progress was made throughout the school. In
geography, standards of attainment were below the expected level for pupils aged eeven and
progress was unsatisfactory. Inspection evidence from scrutiny of teachers planning, pupils
work, teachers documentation, displays, and discussions with pupils and teachers show that
the weaknesses highlighted in the previous report have been addressed. Pupilsin both key
stages are on course to attaining average standards in both subjects. The qudity and standard
of work seenin Key Stage 2 is better than in Key Stage 1.

From the work seen and the two |essons observed, the mgority of pupils have a sound
understanding of the historical and geographica concepts and knowledge. By the age of
seven, pupils begin to understand the passage of time by discussng the differences between
the past and the present relevant to their own lives and reatives. They know abot life in the
past and have a satisfactory understanding of how domestic life and vehicles such as bicycles
have changed over time. Year 1 pupils investigate ways in which people affect the quaity of
the environment, positively and negatively. They know and write accounts about famous
people such as Forence Nightingde, and their skillsin historical and geographica enquiry are
gppropriately developed by viststo their own locdity. They make observations of the
characterigics of the loca buildings in the vicinity, such as the shops and the variety of housing.
Pupils gain an increasing awareness of the physicd and human features of Grimsargh and
compare them with those of Preston. Y ear 2 pupils draw and labe smple maps of their
journey to school, and begin to use gppropriate geographica vocabulary, such as roundabouts
and turnings.

By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils have a greater understanding of chronology and are able to
find and link information from avariety of sources. Year 5 pupils research in more depth into
the higtory of Grimsargh and use the locdity asafoca point to look for evidence of changes.
Pupils use and interpret information from pictoria and written sources. They study maps of
different scales and features. For example, Years 5 and 6 pupils write about the main features
of lifein apadt civilisation such as the Ancient Greeks and demonstrate satisfactory
geographica skills when they locate significant human and physical features of the country.
Years 3 and 4 pupilsincrease ther historica knowledge as they sudy the Egyptian gods and
use their geographical skillsto locate the relevant places. In Year 5, pupils gain ingght into
what life was like for people living in sgnificant periodsin English history such as the Tudors
and the Elizabethans.

Vidts are used satisfactorily to enhance the history and geography curriculum, such asavisgt to
Houghton Towers to enhance the work on the Tudors and the forthcoming visit to the Lake
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Didrict to improve orienteering skills. The provison of ICT software resourcesin history and
geography are limited and this impedes pupils progressin seeking extended information.

Pupils literacy skills are further devel oped through the subject through extended writing and
reading for research and listening to fact and fictional stories. Year 3 and 4 pupils study Egypt
and the past Egyptian way of life and listen to Stories about their gods. Years4 and 5 use
photographs and documentation to research the origins of the Olympic games and use world
maps to locate the current Olympic games. Year 5 and 6 pupils research into the lives of
Ancient Greek philosophers such as Plato and Euclid, and investigate the climate and terrain.
They demondrate their skillsin writing when they write plays of ‘ The Battle of Marathon'.

Mogt pupils have positive atitudes to their learning in history and geography. They
demondtrate a high level of enjoyment. For example, in discussion one pupil sad that she
‘Loved learning about the Egyptian gods and another expressed her enthusiasm for making
Greek papier-méché pots. One pupil expressed her enjoyment of the study of Grimsargh past
and the present, and itsinteresting features.

In the two history lessons seen, the qudity of teaching was unsatisfactory in the Y ear 2 lesson
and good inthat in Year 6. In Year 6, the teacher’s good subject knowledge was evident in
effective planning. The use of tak, the range and quality of activities and the good resources
helped to sustain pupils' interest and concentration. The lesson moved at a brisk pace and
pupils made good progress. In the unsatisfactory lesson, there was an ingppropriate balance
between the teacher talking and the pupils doing, and the match of some tasks to the pupils
capabilities was inappropriate. There were missed opportunities to ensure clear and deep
understanding. Consequently progress was unsatisfactory.

Geography makes a pogitive contribution to the pupils mora and cultural development. For
example, pupils discuss the issues raised by pollution and younger pupils become aware of
culturd differences such asthe lives of pupilsin Preston.

History and geography are taught through topicsin Key Stage 1, and study unitsin Key Stage
2, over athree-year cycle. The management of history and geography has improved since the
previous inspection. The subject co-ordinators are clear-sighted and have shared their subject
knowledge and expertise with class teachers. They have clear ideas as to how the school
should proceed and prioritise according to need and finances available. Thereisnow amore
structured approach to the subjects through policies and detailed schemes of work.

Structured guidance is offered by way of ‘topic’ resources to ensure progressive devel opment
of skills. Some forma assessments are made of pupils skills. The schoal is building up a
portfolio of pupils work, but thisisin its early stages. Plans are monitored, but there are no
opportunities for co-ordinators to monitor classroom practice. The school is aware of the
need to devel op assessment procedures in the light of the Curriculum 2000 requirements.
Overal resources are adequate in both subjects.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

121.

By the end of both key stages, pupils atainment isin line with nationd expectations. Pupils
with specid educationa needs and those for whom, English is an additiond language make
good progress and achieve sandards in line with their capabilities. Thisisamarked
improvement from the previous ingpection when standards were below the nationa
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expectations through the school. There are no sgnificant differences between the attainment of
boys and girls.

Andysis of pupils work, lesson observations and discussions with pupils show that pupils are
developing satisfactory communication handling skills. Year 1 pupils write their names and
short sentences expressing opinions, and use The Dazzle program to produce smple designs
and pictures using arange of tools such as pray and flood fill. Pupilsinterpret tool bars, and
change colour and design with confidence. They understand the save, enter and return
functions. They use the shift and backspace keys with growing confidence and are aware of
how to delete and correct text. Most show satisfactory key-board and mouse control. By the
age of seven, pupils have built on their computer skills and produce extended work linked to
other subjects. For example, in the numeracy topic ‘ Time', pupils extend their understanding
through using arelated computer program accurately. Planning indicates that programmable
toys are used to give pupils experience of the ‘control” aspects of ICT.

In Key Stage 2, pupils demondtrate an increasing range of skills, which are reinforced by many
pupils working on computers at home. By the end of the key stage, pupils show increased
confidence when using keyboard and mouse skills, and access, load and save independently.
Year 4 and 5 pupils, built on previous skills and knowledge of resizing and laying out text to
design a questionnaire to investigate views and opinions of the community with reference to the
imminent housing development. Year 5 and 6 pupils have developed sound research kills,
using CD-ROM wdl to enhance the curriculum. This was particularly evident when
investigating Ancient Greece to support learning in art and design, geography and design and
technology. Control technology is promoted satisfactorily and data handling is used, for
example, to classfy frequency charts. An extended mathematica enquiry as aresult of
collecting data about height, weight, likes and didikes of groups of pupils, was recorded
impressvely using bar and pie charts to highlight proportion and percentage.

The qudity of the teaching of ICT is satisfactory overal. Direct teaching of skillsto whole
class and small groups of pupils shows that teachers generdly, have sound subject knowledge;
they support al pupils well and handle misconceptions confidently. They harness experiences
which pupils bring from home to increase the confidence of those needing more support.
Panning is generadly good and indicates a bal ance between communicating, investigeting,
control and data handling. Teachers know their pupils well, and good questioning is used to
check knowledge and understanding. Progress is monitored but there are no consstent
systemsto record gainsin skills, knowledge and understanding. Pupils enjoy using computers.
They apply themselves well and they are keen to learn. They are willing to share equipment
and help each other. For example, Y ear 4 pupils worked in pairs and shared their ideas with
each other when designing their questionnaire,

The contribution of other subjects to the development of pupils ICT capaility is limited.
Opportunitiesfor using ICT for research and investigation purposes in other subjects is not
consstently identified in teachers planning and is congtrained by alack of an gppropriate
range of resources.

The school has implemented the nationa guiddines, which are gppropriately modified to match

school needs. The co-ordinators subject expertise, clear vision and enthusiasm have
contributed effectively to improving the provison for ICT. The recent setting up of four
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computers, networked and linked to the Internet, is beginning to have a sgnificant impact on
the quality of teaching and learning. The introduction of direct teaching of skillsin al classes
for at least one period per week followed by individual and smal group work, has contributed
well to the qudity of learning. Funding available from the Nationa Grid for Learning has been
used mogt effectively and in-service training has improved teacher confidence. Many members
of saff have extended their own expertise by undertaking additiond training in their own time.
The co-ordinator is aware that dthough ICT skills are used well to support learning in English,
software isinadequate to support teaching and learning effectively in other areas of the
curriculum.

MUSIC

127.

128.

129.

130.

It was not possible to see teaching in any dlass during the ingpection because of timetabling
arangements. The limited opportunity available during this time to gather awide range of
evidence prevents an overdl assessment of the levels of attainment reached by the time the
pupils reach the ages of seven and deven. In the previous ingpection it was judged that pupils
made unsatisfactory progress by the age of seven and satisfactory progress by the age of
eleven. Evidence from scrutiny of teachers planning, teschers assemblies, ahymn practice,
review of the resources and conversations with teachers and pupils shows that the curriculum
opportunities provided meet the Nationa Curriculum requirements. The school is aware of the
need to further devel op assessment of music.

Much of the school’ swork isrelated to public performances. Music isincorporated into
seasona performances and al pupils take part in the musica Christmas activities and Chrigtian
cdebrations, which continue to enhance the school’ s relationship with the loca community. At
these events, pupils are given opportunities to perform in front of alarge group of pupils, Sng
together and play arange of tuned and untuned ingtruments. Daily worship and hymn practices
contribute sgnificantly to the satisfactory standards achieved. Planned opportunities are
provided for listening to music and singing is part of the daily school routines. Music isused
effectively in assemblies and hymn practices to provide amosphere. Pupils listen to avariety
of recorded musical sounds. They recognise how composers and songwriters convey their
intentions and trandate them into performances through mood and atmosphere, such asthe
mood conveyed by African music, as compared to the quieter music of other hymns.
Compositions such as*Angel of Light' during reflective moments enhance the mood and
amosphere of assemblies. Taped music is used effectively to support pupils singing. Hymn
practices are used to reinforce musica concepts and refinement of technique such as pupils
ability to distinguish between the high and low notes in the last two lines of the hymn ‘I’ve got
peace likeariver'. In discussons pupils use the gppropriate vocabulary and know the names
of musica ingruments

The co-ordinator’s good pianoforte skills help to bring the music dive and add another
dimenson to pupils learning. In whole school assemblies, pupilssing well, in unison and in
two parts. Y ounger pupils sing the firgt part and older pupils sing the second part of hymns
such as‘ Today isthe day I've been given’ wdll. Pupils appreciate the rhythm of music such as
‘Love Your Neighbour'. They listen to the accompaniment and sing with good control of pitch
and musica expression.

Planning shows that by the age of seven, pupils have opportunities to recognise and explore
how sounds can be organised. How to use the body to create different sounds, and listen and
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repeat sounds they hear. To improvise musical patterns, cregte sounds and organise them into
smple structures. Pupils are expected to control sounds through singing and performing and
are given opportunities to understand, use and combine musical eements, such as dynamics
and tempo to build up texture in their compostions. They are provided with opportunities to
create different sounds through the use of rhythm chanting, hand tapping to make rain, and
build up texture using rhythm and voices. By the age of deven, pupils are expected to build on
these skills and recognise and explore sounds that can be combined and used expressively

In assemblies pupils attitudes to music are good and behaviour isgood. Pupils now listen
carefully to the accompaniment and join in appropriately. Pupils enjoy Snging and using
insruments such as triangles, cymbas, tambours and xylophones. They recdl with enjoyment
the production of ‘Little Red Hen' and playing percussion insruments. Older pupils enjoy the
links with design and technology when they make oboes out of wood and bamboo, and drums
and guitars from recycled materias.

The school has a good policy and a detailed scheme of work in place. There has been a good
input into the subject to support staff by way of clearly defined objectives of the Kills,
knowledge and understanding required to teach music effectively. Adhered to systematicdly,
It ensuresthat al agpects of the music curriculum are taught, but there is no regular monitoring
of dlassroom practice in music. Each class teacher evauates the teaching againgt the medium
term plan objectives, but a cong stent approach to assessment of individua pupils progressin
music has not begun. Two recorder clubs, which are well attended, have been introduced
gncethelast ingpection. Thelocd authority music service provides arange of instrumental
tuition. Pupils play instruments such as keyboards, brass, guitars and woodwind. Resources
have improved since the previous ingpection, and the range, quantity and quality of small
untuned and tuned musica instruments are now adequate, but larger more expensive
ingruments such as xylophones and snare drums are in limited supply. The schoal is conscious
of the need to purchase some to further improve the quality of teaching and learning.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

133.

134.

135.

By the end of both key stages, pupils attainment is above expectation. Thisincluded pupils
with specia educationa needs and those for whom, English is an additiond language.
Swimming is given a high priority in Key Stage 2 and consequently a high percentage of pupils
achieve the recommended minimum standards of water safety skills, and swim 25 metres using
recognised strokes by the time they leave the school. Many of the pupils extend their
swimming skills and achieve advanced water safety kills.

Y ear 1 pupils responded enthusiagtically and were well motivated, linking sequences of
movement and building on individud skills practised in previous lessons. In the gymnadtics
lesson observed in the Year 4 and 5 class, and in the games lesson observed for pupilsin
Years 3 and 4, pupils showed very good control and interpreted their balancing tasks
imaginatively; their limb extension and body position contributing to the qudity of ther
movement. In these lessons pupils were very well behaved, capable of extended exercise, and
improvement was evident for most pupils. They collaborated well in pairs, developed team
building skills and responded positively to the chalenges provided for them.

In the lessons seen, the quality of teaching was good in both key stages, with the pace being
brisk and chalenging and periods of inactivity kept to aminimum. Safe practice was given a
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high priority and pupils were taught how to lift and carry safely. Ingtructions were clear and
chdlenging. Pupilslistened attentively and followed the ingtructions accurately. The Years 3/4
lesson was very well planned with a good sequence of movements. Support staff were used
effectively, the lesson moved a abrisk pace resulting in pupils making good progress. Good
subject knowledge and well-targeted questions added to the quality of the lessons, as did the
use of pupilsto demongtrate good practice. Opportunities were provided for pupils to refine,
practise and gpply skills. In Key Stage 2, pupils evaluated one another’ s performances and
shared congructive feedback. Thisraised their confidence and salf-esteem, motivating them to
show their best.

Extra-curricular clubs are well supported and give opportunities for both girls and boys their
games and sporting skills and practise their dance skills at events organised by the school. A
residential weekend provides good opportunities for pupils to experience outdoor pursuits
such as orienteering, canoeing, swimming, climbing and absailing.

The enthusiagtic co-ordinator monitors teachers planning to ensure continuity within and
across key stages but has not, as yet, had the opportunity to monitor the quaity and impact of
the planned learning across the school. The school has adopted the locd authority scheme of
work since the last ingpection and has made good progress in improving the qudity of
teaching. Sound useis made of day-to-day assessment. The school is aware of the need to
develop the formal assessment practice,

Accommodetion for physica education is good with alarge hall, and well marked outdoors
hard and grassy areas. Resources are satisfactory.
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