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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Herringthorpe Infant School caters for pupils from four to seven years old and is of average size. Its
numbers vary markedly from term to term because of the entry arrangements for the reception class. At
the time of the inspection, there were 151 pupils on roll with a further 51 children attending part-time in
the nursery class. There were 14 children under the age of six in the reception class. Forty pupils
qualify for free school meals, 26.5 per cent, which is slightly above the national average. Most of the
pupils are white but there are six pupils from a variety of ethnic backgrounds for whom English is an
additional language; only two of these pupils are at the early stages of learning English. Forty-one
pupils, including five in the nursery, are on the register of special educational needs, 23 per cent, which
is in line with the national average. Two pupils have statements of special educational needs, just over
one per cent, which is in line with the national average. The school is situated in the suburb of
Herringthorpe, about two miles east of the centre of Rotherham. Over two-thirds of the pupils live in
council property on an estate near the school and there are above average levels of underprivilege. The
school has been part of an Educational Action Zone since September 2000. Children’s attainment on
entry to the school, which at the time of the last inspection was in line with national levels, is now below
average, particularly in language and literacy.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

This is a rapidly improving and now effective school. Standards in English, mathematics and science
are now in line with those expected of seven-year-olds and standards in reading compare very favourably
with those seen in similar schools. Pupils throughout the school achieve well. The initiatives recently
put in place have already had a positive effect on pupils’ academic standards and on the quality of
education provided. Teaching, learning, leadership and management are good. The school provides
good value for money.

What the school does well

Good quality teaching and learning result in better than average achievement for pupils throughout
the school, including those with special educational needs and those with English as an additional
language.

Standards in reading are well above those in similar schools.

Standards in art and design are well above the national average and in physical education, they are
above the national average.

Pupils’ behaviour, their relationships and their respect for others are very good. This results from the
school’'s excellent provision for pupils’ moral development and its very effective and consistent
promotion of good behaviour.

The school makes very good provision for pupils’ personal, social and health education, including
their spiritual and social development.

Effective leadership and management and the whole school team’s very strong commitment to
improvement ensure that the school’'s aims and values are very well reflected in its life and work.
The nursery and reception classes provide a very good start for children in the school.

What could be improved

Higher attainers do not achieve as well as they should in writing. *

Standards in information and communication technology are below the national average. *

The youngest children’s language and literacy, particularly their speaking, listening and writing, are
not sufficiently well developed.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.
* indicates that these are priorities in the school improvement plan.

The school’s strengths considerably outweigh its weaknesses.
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HOW THE SCHOOL HAS IMPROVED SINCE ITS LAST INSPECTION

The school has made a very good level of improvement since the last inspection. It no longer has
serious weaknesses. Standards have improved in reading, writing, mathematics, science, religious
education, design and technology and geography and are now in line with the national average.
Standards in art and design were deemed to be good and are now very good; in physical education,
standards have improved and are now good. Pupils now make good progress in literacy skills and the
weaknesses identified in investigation in mathematics and science have now been remedied. The
progress of pupils with special educational needs has improved and they now make good rather than
satisfactory progress. Standards of teaching and learning have improved and are now good overall with a
substantial amount of teaching that is very good and none that is unsatisfactory. There have also been
substantial improvements in the leadership and management of the headteacher, key staff and the
governing body. Financial planning has greatly improved and the school now gives good value for
money. There have been major changes for the better in the curriculum, in planning and assessment
and in provision for pupils’ personal development.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by seven-year-olds based on average point scores in National
Curriculum tests.

compared with
Performance in: all schools similar Key
schools
1998 1999 2000 2000
Reading E D B A well above average above A
average B
i average C
Writ E D D C
rting below average D
Mathematics D D D C well below average E
very low E*

National test results for seven-year-olds in 2000 show that standards in reading were above the national
average and well above the average for similar schools. While standards in writing and mathematics in
the tests were below the national average, they were in line with those of similar schools. The
inspection shows that standards of attainment for seven-year-olds are at nationally expected levels in
reading, writing and mathematics. Standards of literacy and numeracy are at expected levels in Years 1
and 2. Pupils, including those with special educational needs and English as an additional language,
achieve well in relation to their previous levels of attainment. Children enter school with below average
levels of attainment and the attainment of the majority is average by the time they leave the school. The
successful implementation of the National Literacy and National Numeracy Strategies has had a positive
impact on standards, as have the school’s procedures for assessment and its use in planning. Projects
to raise pupils’ standards in literacy, such as the Oracy Project and the Better Reader Partnership, and
attempts to involve parents further in the development of reading through such successful initiatives as
the very good home-school reading diaries, have had a strong impact on standards in reading; they have
not yet had a similar impact on standards of writing and too few pupils reach above-average levels in
writing. Children in the nursery and reception classes have under-developed skills in speaking, listening
and writing. Standards reached by seven-year-olds in information and communication technology (ICT)
are below what they should be for most pupils because teachers do not yet have the confidence or the
software to plan extensively for the use of ICT across the curriculum. Standards in art and design are
much higher than expected and in physical education, standards are above average. Standards in
religious education are at expected levels.
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PUPILS’ ATTITUDES AND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Pupils are keen to come to school, have positive attitudes and enjoy
learning.

Behaviour, in and out of The behaviour of pupils in their classrooms and around the school is very

classrooms good. The pupils respect each other, the resources and the buildings

and clearly understand the impact of their actions.

Personal development and Pupils respond well to the school's encouragement to become
relationships independent and to take responsibility for their learning. Relationships
are very good.

Attendance Pupils’ attendance and punctuality are satisfactory.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils: aged up to 5 years aged 5-7 years

Lessons seen overall Good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor;
very poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

Teaching and learning are good. There was no unsatisfactory teaching. Seventy-nine per cent of
teaching and learning seen was good or better; 20 per cent was very good. Very good teaching was
seen in the foundation stage (particularly in the nursery) and in Key Stage 1. The teaching of literacy,
numeracy and science is good. Teachers are particularly skilled in promoting the development of
pupils’ basic skills. Pupils work hard with interest and concentration because teachers’ expectations
are high and they plan lessons that provide challenging activities. Behaviour in classrooms is very good
as a result of the positive and caring relationships that teachers develop with the pupils. The consistent
organisation of classrooms helps pupils to feel secure and confident in school and promotes the good
pace of their learning. Support staff are in general effectively used to promote pupils’ learning,
particularly those with special education needs and English as an additional language, but are not
always used to best effect.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

The quality and range of the | The school provides a lively, well structured, broad and balanced
curriculum curriculum that meets statutory requirements. It reflects the school's
aims and is very successful in promoting pupils’ physical, intellectual
and personal development. Provision for extra-curricular activities is
satisfactory.

Provision for pupils with Provision for pupils with special educational needs is good. Teachers
special educational needs and support staff work hard to make certain that lessons help these
pupils to achieve their targets and regular assessments ensure that their
progress is good.

Provision for pupils with Provision for pupils with English as an additional language is good.
English as an additional Teachers and support staff work hard to ensure that these pupils
language participate fully in class and elsewhere so that they make good progress.
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Provision for pupils’
personal, including spiritual,
moral, social and cultural
development

Very good. The school gives extremely clear guidance about right and
wrong and has very high expectations about pupils’ spiritual, moral and
social development. Provision for moral development is excellent. For
cultural development, it is good.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

The school provides a caring environment in which pupils of all ages and
abilities can learn. Procedures for assessing and monitoring the work of
the pupils are good. Arrangements for the access of delivery vehicles
present an unnecessary risk to pupils and staff.

How well the school works
in partnership with parents

The parents are supportive of the school and the school keeps parents
well informed about their children’s learning.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL IS LED AND MANAGED

Aspect

Comment

Leadership and
management by the
headteacher and other key
staff

The school is well led and managed by the headteacher, strongly
supported by an effective deputy and other effective key staff. There is a
very strong commitment to improve from the whole school team. The
school has a very strong capacity to improve even further.

How well the governors fulfil
their responsibilities

An effective governing body fulfils its responsibilities well.

The school’s evaluation of
its performance

The school monitors and evaluates its standards and provision well and
uses the information to improve. The school’'s aims and values are very
well reflected in its life and work.

The strategic use of
resources

The school uses its resources efficiently. Financial planning is good, is
closely related to the school's educational priorities and makes sound
use of the principles of best value. The school runs smoothly and
efficiently. The young children’s outside play area is not effectively used
by the reception class.

The adequacy of staffing,
accommodation and
learning resources

The school is well staffed by committed and hard-working teachers and
other staff, whose professional development needs are very well met.
The accommodation is satisfactory though the outside classrooms mean
some uncomfortable journeys for the pupils using them. Learning
resources are satisfactory overall and good in English and mathematics.

PARENTS’ AND CARERS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most

What parents would like to see improved

Their children like school.

Some are not happy with the amount of

They feel comfortable about approaching the homework their children are expected to
school with questions or problems. do.

The school is effectively led and managed. - Some feel that the school does not
The teaching is good. provide a wide enough range of activities
Their children are expected to work hard and do outside of lessons.

their best.

Inspection findings fully support the positive views of parents. Inspection judgements are that

arrangements for and the use
activities outside of lessons.

of homework are good and that the school makes satisfactory provision for
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’s results and achievements

1

Pupils’ performance in reading in the 2000 national tests for seven-year-olds was above
the national average and well above the average for schools with similar free school
meals figures. The percentage of pupils reaching above average levels in reading was
also greater than in other schools. In writing, pupils’ performance was below the national
average but in line with the average for similar schools. Whilst the proportion of pupils
achieving the accepted level in writing was similar to that nationally, no pupils achieved
the higher level. The reading results marked a significant improvement on those of
previous years and were much better than those at the time of the last inspection, the
result of the school’'s successful targeting of reading over the past year. The attainment
of boys and girls over the past four years has been similar, more so than nationally,
where girls clearly outperform boys. In the 2000 results, however, boys’ performance
was even closer to that of the girls in reading and writing. The school’s targeted
attempts to motivate boys to achieve are obviously being successful. Results in reading
and writing over the past three years have steadily improved although the school is
aware of the need to improve the performance of above-average pupils in writing. In the
2000 national tests in mathematics, pupils’ performance was below the national average
but in line with the average in similar schools. The percentage of pupils attaining above
average levels was below the national average. Boys achieved better than girls by more
than the national trend. Trends in pupils’ performance in mathematics have been slightly
downwards before this year, when performance has slightly improved. Teacher
assessments for seven-year-olds in science showed a below average percentage of
pupils reaching the expected level but an average proportion reaching the higher level. In
comparison with similar schools, the percentage attaining the expected level in science
was about average, but the proportion achieving the higher level in science was above
average.

Levels of attainment of the children entering the nursery are in a wide range but overall
are below those expected, particularly in language and literacy. Many of the higher
attainers in the nursery transfer to other schools and, by the time the remaining children
move into the reception class, their speaking and listening skills and their writing skills
are still below those expected. Most children spend little time in the reception class
because entry occurs at three different points in the year and because for the past few
years the intake in the summer term has been much greater than in the other terms.
Consequently, although children continue to make progress in developing their skills in
all the areas of learning in the reception class, their attainment in speaking, listening and
writing by the time they begin Year 1 is still below average. However, in all the other
areas of learning, most children reach levels of attainment that are expected for their
age.

The standards for seven-year-olds in reading, mathematics and science found at the
last inspection have been improved and the weaknesses identified in investigations in
mathematics and science have been effectively remedied. The good strategies in place
for literacy and numeracy are having a positive impact on standards. Initiatives such as
the Oracy Project and the Better Reader Partnership, together with successful attempts
to involve parents more actively in their children’s learning through, for example, the use
of very good quality home-school reading diaries, have already led to significant
improvements in reading standards. Major improvements in procedures for assessing
pupils’ work and in using those assessments to plan lessons are also having a
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significant impact. The school has met its targets for 2000 and has set realistic targets
for 2001.

Inspection judgement is that, by the time they leave the school, most pupils’ overall
attainment is in line with that expected nationally. Pupils’ attainment in English is broadly
in line with the national average for seven-year-olds and, while standards in writing for
higher attainers are still below what they should be, the school has plans to improve
them. Pupils are achieving well overall in terms of their prior attainment. Literacy skills
are effectively developed across the curriculum. Standards of reading are boosted by
the skilled and systematic teaching of strategies for tackling unfamiliar words, by
frequent opportunities, carefully recorded, to read to adults and by effective group guided
reading sessions in the literacy hour. Consequently, most pupils read with accuracy and
understanding; higher attainers read with fluency and expression. Most pupils’ speaking
and listening skills are well developed through the frequent opportunities they have for
talking to the class or to the school in assemblies. Pupils write for a range of purposes
and audiences, using a reasonable variety of forms, including letters and poems. Most
write reasonably correctly with appropriate levels of punctuation, spelling and
handwriting, though not often at great length. Pupils do not use information and
communication technology enough to boost their English skills. An important factor in
the progress that pupils make is the consistency with which teachers implement the
school’s literacy strategy and other initiatives.

Standards in mathematics are in line with the national average. Pupils have a sound
understanding of number and can use a variety of strategies in working with numbers up
to and beyond 100. They are beginning to apply their knowledge to problems and higher
attainers can generalise from individual cases. They know the names of common
shapes and can measure using standard units. They handle and record data with
appropriate skills. Teachers promote numeracy well across the curriculum, notably in
geography and music.

Standards in science are in line with the national average. Pupils are relatively good at
carrying out investigations. They have sound observation skills and can make
reasonable predictions of what might happen. Many understand whether a test is fair or
not. They can use a variety of ways to record their results.

Standards in information and communication technology are below those expected for
seven-year-olds. Pupils are reasonably competent in word processing and, as well as
typing in their text, some can make simple alterations to the way the text is formatted.
Many pupils, however, have more limited skills. Pupils can program a floor robot and
manipulate data to some extent but none of these skills is well developed and, for most
pupils, they are under-developed. Pupils are, however, good at using the computer to
produce effective patterns and pictures. Pupils use the computers very little in most
subjects.

Standards in religious education are in line with those indicated in the locally agreed
syllabus for seven-year-olds. Pupils have only a limited knowledge and understanding of
religions other than Christianity and Judaism. They are, however, good at applying their
knowledge to their own experience.

Standards in art and design are well above those expected for seven-year-olds. The
school’s policy to develop skills in five areas of art begins in the nursery, where children
mix their colours with confidence and delicacy, and is applied systematically and
consistently throughout the rest of the school so that, by the time they leave the school,
pupils paint, draw, use pen and ink, sew and handle clay with great confidence and skill.
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10

Consequently the work that is so effectively displayed is of a very high quality.
Standards in physical education, especially in dance, are above those expected for
seven-year-olds. Standards in design and technology, geography and music are those
expected for seven-year-olds. No judgement could be made about standards of
attainment in history because of the limited evidence available.

Pupils of all levels of attainment make good progress and achieve well in relation to their
prior attainment. Pupils with special educational needs receive good support from
teaching and non-teaching staff and, consequently, make good progress across the
curriculum. This is particularly true in relation to their development of speaking, listening,
reading and writing skills. Where focused teaching for individuals and groups takes
place, this ensures their progress in this key area. Pupils for whom English is an
additional language also make good progress because of the level and quality of support
they receive and because the teachers are skilled at ensuring that pupils understand
what is required of them. Higher attaining pupils make good progress because of the
stimulating tasks that are set for them and the level of challenge in lessons; the school is
aware of the need to develop further strategies to improve the level of writing for higher
attainers.

Pupils’ attitudes, values and personal development

11

12

13

Pupils’ attitudes to school are good. They are keen to come to school and show interest
in their lessons where they settle quickly to task and activities. Pupils listen carefully in
class sessions and eagerly respond to questions, giving answers that are sensible and
relevant to discussions. A good example of this was seen during a religious education
lesson following the reading of the parable of The Good Samaritan. Pupils were able to
share their thought and feelings in a sensitive and mature manner. Pupils clearly know
what is expected of them and are often eager to please the class teacher. They work
sensibly and generally quietly, usually sustaining concentration whether they are working
as individuals, in pairs or in a group.

The attitudes of the very youngest children in the school are very good. They love to
come to school and at the beginning of each session immediately get busy with their
tasks for the day. They need much help to enable them to speak and listen in larger
groups but quickly develop an understanding of the school’s values and the importance it
places on kindness and care. The respect shown by adults sets a very good example
for children who take care of one another, being helpful, courteous and willing to share.
For example, they are kind and helpful to others and extend their care well when they
look after their pet guinea pig, making sure it is clean, comfortable and has a regular
supply of fresh food and water. Resources for teaching and learning are very well
looked after because children enjoy using them and even at this early age appreciate the
breadth and quality of books and other items, some made especially for them by the
teachers. Children put much effort into their work and on the whole concentrate well
because they become engrossed in the rich selection of activities provided. A mark of
their personal development is the good understanding they have about their work
because the teachers take much time to explain and consolidate routines and to talk
about the underlying reasons why particular tasks are important.

The school’s ethos promotes very good behaviour and the pupils respect each other, the
resources and buildings. Pupils clearly understand the impact of their actions on others.
Pupils’ behaviour is very good throughout the school day; this marks an improvement
since the last inspection. The school is an orderly community and the majority of pupils
move around the building sensibly. On the rare occasions when pupils behave
inappropriately, teachers quickly address the problem without distracting from the focus
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15

16

of the lesson. Behaviour in the playgrounds is good although there is currently little
structured play provided. The school has just embarked on a fun and fitness club to
develop pupils’ knowledge of playground rhymes and games. Pupils respect property
and handle resources well. Pupils clearly understand what is expected of them and
understand the school’s rules and expectations. There are no recorded exclusions in
the last academic year.

Relationships are very good throughout the school community, an improvement since
the last inspection. Pupils know the daily routines of the school and quickly respond to
teachers’ requests. All the adults who work in the school act as very good role models
for the pupils. Pupils are provided with a range of responsibilities such as lunch box and
register monitors, which they enjoy. They respond well to these opportunities. For
example, two pupils, given responsibility for organising the music for assembly, made
their own choice of music rather than use the teacher’s suggestion.

Pupils with special educational needs have positive attitudes to school, clearly enjoy their
work and are keen to learn. Their behaviour is very good in class lessons but very
occasionally deteriorates in small group work. They work very well with other pupils and
staff and they willingly take on responsibilities around the school. Pupils for whom
English is an additional language are very well integrated into the life of the school and
clearly enjoy their work, responding particularly well to the good support they receive.

The school’s attendance figures are satisfactory, maintaining the standards seen at the
last inspection. The vast majority of pupils consistently arrive at school on time to
enable the school day to start promptly. The school does find that more families are
taking holidays during term time but they regularly emphasise that this can be
detrimental to pupils’ learning. Absences are always quickly followed up. Registers are
completed quickly and imaginatively at the start of each session, often using a theme
such as favourite animals, or with high and low voice as seen at the start of a science
lesson on pitch. Teachers often invite pupils to suggest a number pattern that describes
the number of pupils present. As a result, pupils’ learning in a number of subjects
benefits from an apparently mundane activity.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILS TAUGHT?

17

18

Through the school, standards of teaching and learning have improved since the last
inspection and they are now consistently good. In well over half of the lessons seen,
teaching and learning were good, in a further fifth, they were very good and there was no
unsatisfactory teaching. A particular strength is the attention that teachers give to the
development of basic skills, which results in pupils making good progress in reading and
mathematics.

In the nursery and reception classes, members of staff have a very clear, shared
understanding of the needs of young children, which leads to the creation of stimulating
and imaginative activities that encourage effective learning. This is very evident in the
nursery, where children become involved in a wide range of areas, working with
concentration and interest in a calm and purposeful manner. A good example was seen
in the outside area, which is small but very well planned so as to encourage children not
only in their physical development but also in their number, language and co-operative
skills. As yet, the reception children are not able to make full use of this area but the
school has plans to develop this aspect. There are also insufficient opportunities for
children to work in small mixed ability groups where they can concentrate on the
development of their speaking, listening and writing skills.
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In Years 1 and 2, teachers have a good understanding of most areas of the curriculum
and consequently pupils make good progress in developing knowledge and skills across
subjects, particularly in mathematics, reading, art and physical education. An exception
is in information and communication technology, where teachers are less confident in
the use of computers and other technical equipment. There are, however, clear and
appropriate plans for training to take place so that teachers’ expertise and pupils’ skills
can be developed. The national literacy and numeracy strategies are well established
and understood by staff and this is having a positive impact on pupils’ attainment.

A strength in the teaching is in the quality of planning, which is much improved since the
previous inspection and is now based on effective assessments. As a result, lessons
have clear and relevant objectives, teaching is purposeful and pupils have a good
understanding of the reasons for their activities. Homework is well planned to support
and extend pupils’ learning in lessons. Teachers’ questioning is focused and this leads
to high quality discussions where pupils are able to express their thoughts about a topic.
This was seen very clearly in a history lesson about Guy Fawkes for Year 1 and 2 pupils,
where the clarity of the teacher’s objective led to questioning which explored pupils’
existing knowledge and helped them to both express and develop their ideas about an
important event from the past. All pupils were involved, regardless of their level of
attainment or background, as the teacher varied the depth of questions to match pupils’
understanding. This awareness of equality of opportunity is a consistent feature of the
way that the school operates.

The very high quality of relationships between pupils and staff is another notable feature.
Both teaching and support staff are skilled in managing pupils in a firm, caring and
positive manner. The resulting very good behaviour leads to lessons where the pace of
learning is rapid, with minimum interruptions. In this atmosphere, pupils concentrate
well and are able to work independently in unsupervised groups allowing teachers and
support staff to move between groups picking up learning points with individuals. In
mathematics lessons, for example, pupils often work in groups with others who are at
similar stages, on tasks that match their particular level of knowledge, rather than the
whole class working on the same activity. This has a significant positive effect on the
speed with which individual pupils acquire knowledge and skills and allows teachers time
to assess how pupils are doing so that they can plan the level of future work.

Lessons begin promptly and teachers and pupils make full use of the time available for
learning. Learning resources are well prepared — work sheets and equipment are
appropriate to the activities and help to motivate and interest the pupils. Teachers also
make good use of artefacts, books and pictures in displays to provide examples that
extend and reinforce pupils’ knowledge. Classrooms are well organised in similar ways,
which helps pupils to feel secure as they move through the school. Support staff are
generally well used, particularly in supporting the good progress of pupils who are
learning English as an additional language; however, they sometimes take a passive role
or work on menial tasks when they could be more fully involved in working with pupils.

The same can be said of the involvement of support staff in the education of pupils who
have special educational needs. Most examples seen are of good support both within
and outside classrooms, where staff are well prepared to aid the learning of individuals
and small groups. Good questioning and appropriate activities are used to challenge
and improve what the pupils know, understand and can do. Detailed records are kept
and regular assessments ensure that pupils’ progress is monitored and enhanced. In a
session taught by a learning support assistant, a pupil responded confidently to the
rigorous questioning and the opportunity to assess his own progress. Sometimes, the
unobtrusive support provided in classrooms helps pupils with special educational needs
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to be fully involved in activities, when they might otherwise be unable to participate. The
pupils make good progress, particularly in developing speaking, listening, reading and
writing skills. There are, however, occasions when support staff take too much of a
back seat and this delays progress.

In summary, improvements in the quality of teaching and learning have had a significant,
positive impact on pupils’ standards of progress and attainment. All staff can take credit
for the professional way in which they have taken responsibility for developing their
practice.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED TO
PUPILS?

25
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The school provides a bright and lively curriculum. It is broad and balanced and very
successfully promotes pupils’ physical, intellectual and personal development. Statutory
requirements are met, including those for religious education

The school's aim of providing an enriching, practical curriculum that uses assessment
well is met very strongly. A particular strength in the curriculum is the way in which all
aspects are brought together to provide pupils with a broad understanding of particular
topics. This approach is very well demonstrated through the use of educational visits
that take place each term for each class and considerably enrich pupils’ learning across
a range of subjects. Another strength is the way in which the curriculum is planned over
a two-year cycle to facilitate equality of opportunity to the mixed year group class and to
make sure that children of the same age but in parallel classes receive the same
education. The approach to medium and short-term planning is school wide and an
advantage in this is that teachers work well in teams to plan the work each term and pool
ideas. Provision for extra-curricular activities is adequate and includes a book club and
a fitness club. It is less than might be otherwise expected because of the absence of
the member of staff responsible for music and physical education.

Since the last inspection, sound policies and schemes of work based on national
schemes have been used to make sure that skills and knowledge are built upon step-by-
step. The work has been developed in consultation with staff and a clear programme of
review is in place.

The school places a good emphasis on basic skills through a number of approaches,
which link well together to promote oracy and reading in particular. The Oracy Project
and the Better Readers Partnership involve trained adults, including some parents, in
working with pupils on basic speaking, listening and reading skills and these are having a
good impact on pupils’ standards. Strategies for teaching literacy are good and the
national strategy for literacy is implemented well with clear impact on the raising of
standards in reading and, to a lesser extent, in writing. The extension of writing activities
across the school is under-developed and as a result, though standards are broadly
typical of pupils’ ages by seven, the higher attainers are not pushed sufficiently far in
their writing. Strategies for teaching a daily lesson in mathematics are good and are
influential in raising standards in mathematics. Progress has been made in the
provision of computers, though the application of information and communication
technology across all subjects is not yet rigorous enough, resulting in standards that are
below those typically expected of seven-year-olds.

Pupils with special educational needs are able to participate fully in the curriculum. The

same is true of pupils who have English as an additional language. Teachers and
support staff ensure that they are fully involved in everything that the school has to offer
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and that their work is pitched at an appropriate level. Indeed, all pupils, regardless of
attainment, age, gender or ethnicity, have equal access to the curriculum offered by the
school, in line with its agreed policy.

Children in the nursery and reception classes are provided with a rich and very well
organised curriculum very appropriately based on national guidance, which is
implemented very well. Progress for the nursery and reception children is planned in
measured steps and brought together through an investigative approach. This not only
provides good opportunities for developing independence and collaborative work but
makes sure that there is a very smooth transition between the nursery and reception
classes. The curriculum prepares children very well for the early work in the National
Curriculum. A great strength in the nursery is the planning for structured play to take
place out of doors. However, the provision of outside play for the children of reception
age is a shortcoming. The school is aware of this and is already giving thought as to
how best the situation can be improved. The long-term curricular plan for the foundation
stage of learning is insufficiently precise in identifying the exact aspects to be taught at
particular times.

Provision for pupils’ personal, social and health education is very good and integrated
into the rest of the curriculum. For example, health education, sex education and
awareness of drugs misuse are mostly taught through the science curriculum. Time is
set aside in each class for a formal discussion each week when everyone has the
opportunity to contribute. It is a good opportunity for talking about moral issues such as
behaviour and school rules. It is also a vehicle through which pupils can talk about
feelings in an atmosphere of respect and consideration for others.

The good contribution of the community to pupils’ learning is sustained through the
Education Action Zone and through work with local charities. The school provides work
experience for older pupils from other establishments, which is much appreciated by the
young people fortunate enough to gain a placement in the school. Pupils are
appropriately prepared for the next stage of their education and transfer procedures to
the adjacent junior school are effective.

The very good provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development has
particular strengths in the provision for moral development, which is excellent. The
school makes very clear what is acceptable and what is not and invests time talking to
parents when children first start school so that there is a joint understanding of important
matters. The school dedicates much time and energy into this aspect of school life.
Rules are set out thoughtfully and clearly and adults have very high expectations of
pupils’ behaviour. A very consistent approach by all adults and a very positive response
from pupils helps to create a very harmoni