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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

The schoal is situated in the town of Congleton in Cheshire. Pupils who attend the school come from
across the town and from a mixture of private and loca authority housing. Most pupils are from White
European backgrounds but a very smal number have a different heritage, for example Black or
Chinese. There are 205 pupils on roll: 122 boys and 83 girls aged between three and eleven years.
The school currently provides for an additional 38 children part time in its nursery. Children's
attainment on entry into reception is broadly average. About 29 per cent of pupils are digible for free
school meals, which is above average when compared to other primary schools. Some two per cent of
pupils come from homes where Cantonese is the main spoken language, but these pupils do not receive
specific help to learn to speak English and are able to undertake the same studies as their classmates.
Some 29 per cent of pupils have specia educational needs. Four of these pupils have a statement of
specia educationa need in place. The proportion of pupils in school with specia educationa needs is
above average. In addition, the school makes provision for 12 pupils al of whom have statements in
place for moderate learning difficulties. During the inspection a major buildings project was underway
that disrupted the normal pattern of usage of some areas of the school and the headteacher taught for
most of the time to cover staff absence.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Marlfields Primary is an improving school that has a very positive ethos. Children are successfully
encouraged to think of others firgt, and this good principle is underpinning the very harmonious and
tolerant relationships. Teaching is good overdl with some particularly effective strategies for teaching
literacy and numeracy that are enabling pupils to make good progress in developing basic skills. The
headteacher is giving strong and determined leadership that is focused on making the required changes
to drive forward improvement. Staff morale is good and the governors are growing in their role as
‘criticd friends of the school. Parents have a high level of confidence in the school and the qudity of
education it provides. The school no longer has serious weaknesses, it is effective and provides
satisfactory value for money.

What the school does well

The headteacher provides very strong leadership and has set out very clear expectations for
forging ahead with improvements.

Teaching is good, staff morale is high and dl are united in their determination to fulfil the
school’ s good set of aims.

Standards are improving and are above average in English, mathematics, science, art and design
and history by Year 6.

Pupils show enthusiasm for their lessons, are well behaved and develop very good relationships
with one another and their teachers.

The provison made for pupils with specia educational needs in school is good. Those with
moderate learning difficulties receive high quality support that helps them to make very good
progress against their individual targets.

The good attention paid to pupils spiritual, mora, socia and cultura development is assisting
them in developing caring attitudes, positive self-esteem and in becoming responsible future
citizens.

Parents hold positive views about the education being provided, and the schoal is forging an
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effective partnership to the benefit of pupils education.

What could be improved

There is a shortage of resources in information and communication technology (ICT) that is
limiting pupils development in some aspects of ICT, and too little attention is paid to using ICT
to support pupils learning across the curriculum.

The procedures in place for assessing pupils attainment and progress are developing, however
the use of assessment to guide curricular planning is inconsistent.

The role of subject co-ordinator is not yet rigorous or influential enough in the drive to raise
standards.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors' action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school previoudy underwent a full ingpection in February 2000 and was found to have serious
weaknesses that related to leadership and management. The standards being achieved were aso
requiring some improvement, as were links with parents. Since this time there has been a new
headteacher and deputy headteacher appointed, and a significant turnover of staff. The school has
made good improvement to the issues raised during the past two years. Current key priorities centre
on improving provison for the youngest children in school, widening opportunities for writing,
developing assessment and extending the use of ICT to support pupils learning across the curriculum.
These are appropriate targets. The LEA continues to give good support to the school’s devel opment.
This ingpection judges the school to have good capacity to sustain its effective rate of improvement.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils at the end of Year 6 based on average point scores
in Nationa Curriculum tests, (known as SATs by parents).

Compared with
Performancein: all schools similar Key
schools
1999 2000 2001 2001
English D D A A* very high A*
well above average A
Mathematics D D A A above average B
average C
i below average D
Saence i c A AT well below average E

The standards achieved by eleven-year-old pupils in the 2001 SATs were well above average in all
tested subjects. When compared to similar schools the results place the school amongst the top five
per cent in English and science. The school’s rate of improvement in standards is above the nationa
average.

The standards achieved by seven-year-olds in the 2001 SATs were well below those of similar schools
in writing, average in mathematics and above average in reading. Results have improved since 2000.
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The school has exceeded the targets set by the LEA every year. The targets set for 2002 SATs are
chalenging and reflect the school’s ambition to achieve above average results that include al pupils,
including those from the specia educationa needs unit.

The youngest children in school start in nursery with below average attainment and by the start of
Year 1 have made good progress throughout the Foundation Stage to reach average standards across
al of the areas they experience. Pupils with specid educationa needs, including those with
statements, make good progress because of the good provison made. Pupils in the Unit make very
good progress against their individual learning and behavioura targets because of sustained high quality
support. Higher-attaining pupils are not always given sufficient work to tax them, nor to enable them
to achieve a the level of which they are capable. Inspection findings judge standards to be average
throughout the school in ICT, design and technology, geography, music, physica education and
religious education and above average in art and design. In Year 2 standards are average in al other
subjects, including English, mathematics and science, and in Year 6 are above average in English,
mathematics, science and history. Both boys and girls make equally good progress during their time at
Marlfields Primary, particularly soin Years 1, 4, 5 and 6 because of consistently good quality teaching.
Pupils who speak English as an additiona language benefit from the same good qudity as dl other
pupils and generaly build knowledge and skillsin English at the same pace as their classmates.

PUPILS ATTITUDES AND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Good. Pupils enjoy coming to school, work hard and try their best.

Behaviour, in and out of | Good. Pupils of different ethnic backgrounds learn and play together
classrooms successfully.  The schoal rules are well understood and upheld. Last
year three temporary exclusions were made that were fully warranted.

Personal development and | Good. Relationships are tolerant and very supportive. Pupils are very

relationships willing to take on roles of responsbility. The School Council is a very
positive feature.
Attendance Satisfactory. Punctuality and attendance are improving because of the

school’ s effective strategies.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupilsin: | Nursery and Reception Years1l-2 Years3 -6
Quality of teaching Good Good Good

There was no unsatisfactory teaching observed during the inspection and two thirds was of good or
better quaity. The good quality teaching identified in the previous report has been sustained despite
the high turnover of staff. An effective programme of training is supporting improvement as is the
feedback given by senior managers as a result of much more focused monitoring. The teaching of
children in the Foundation Stage has improved to reach a consistently good level and teaching in ICT is
now satisfactory overal in all years, however there is a continuing need for staff development. Good
teaching is proving particularly effective in assisting those pupils with special educational needs to
make good progress againgt their individud targets in both main stream and the Unit. The work of
support gaff in assisting pupils skills development in literacy and numeracy is having a very postive
impact. There are some weaker elements in teaching that ow down learning for the higher-attaining
pupils and particularly in the middle years of school. These centre around inconsistencies in planning,
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assessment and target setting. The school has yet to find ways for staff to share the features of the
best teaching and learning in school; thisis a missed opportunity to support improvement.
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OTHER ASPECTSOF THE SCHOOL

Aspect

Comment

The quaity and range of
the curriculum

Good. Strengths lie in the range of experiences provided in art and in
the quality of the extracurricular programme. There are shortcomings
in the ICT curriculum due to a narrow range of resources. The
curriculum for higher-attaining pupils lacks consistent challenge.

Provision for pupils with
special educationa needs

Good. The support given to these pupils is a positive aspect in assisting
the good progress they make againg their individua targets.

Unit provision for pupils
with moderate learning
difficulties

Very good. All aspects of the Unit provison are of high quality.
Pupils needs are given very good attention and the staff ensure that
persond talents are brought to the fore at every opportunity.

Provison for pupils
persond, including
spirituad, mora, socid and
cultura development

Good. The school’s very caring ethos is very apparent in al areas of its
work. Pupils from different backgrounds learn successfully together
and are helped to become rounded and responsible young citizens.
Round Robin assemblies are very posdtive times in which pupils
spiritua growth iswell promoted.

How well the school
cares for its pupils

Good. There are good procedures for child protection, attendance,
behaviour and for ensuring pupils welfare and persona development.
There is unsatisfactory use of assessment to guide planning to ensure
that lessons are consistently set at the right level for different pupils,
particularly high attainers.

How well does the school
work in partnership with
parents

Good. The schoal is successful in keeping parents up to date about its
life and work and communication is very good. A growing number of
parents are working as volunteer helpers in school and others are
supporting their children’ s education with homework.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and Very good. The headteacher is providing strong leadership that is
management by the motivating and driving others to success, she is well supported by the
headteacher and other able deputy. The staff are united in their determination to give the best
key staff possible education to al pupils.

How well the governors
fulfil their responsibilities

Satisfactory.  Governors are committed and supportive; many have
regular contact with the school through class links. They have begun to
look more critically at the school’ s work.

The school’ s evaluation of

Good. A useful start has been made by senior managers in evaluating

its performance how well the school is doing againgt a range of indicators. Some
subject co-ordinators are not yet playing a large enough part in checking
up on standards and quality in the subjects they manage.

The strategic use of Satisfactory. The school makes efficient and effective use of staffing,

resources accommodation and resources. Financial controls are secure. The

principles of ‘best value' are appropriately applied in al maor decisions.
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PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases par ents most What parentswould like to see improved

Children like schoal. - Nothing of significance
Pupils make good progress.

Teaching is good and there are high
expectations.

Parents are well informed about pupils
progress.

Parents find the school approachable.
School iswell managed and led.

Parents hold positive views about the school and say how much it has improved in the last twelve
months. The inspection team tends to agree with all of the positive views expressed above.
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PART B: COMMENTARY
HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’sresults and pupils' achievements

Standards are improving and are above average in English, mathematics, science, art and design
and history by Year 6.

Standards are average in ICT, however pupils progress is hampered in some aspects of the
subject due to resource shortages and because not enough use is made of ICT across the
curriculum.

Children make good progress throughout the Foundation Stage, including their time in nursery;
thisis an improvement since the school was last inspected.

The headteacher’s introduction of systems and structures to support good teaching is a positive
feature in helping lift standards; though there is more work to do on planning and assessment.
The inspection team judges the school to have good capacity to sustain improvement and meet
the challenging target it has set.

1 The school was previoudy inspected in February 2000 and was found to have serious
weaknesses that related to leadership and management. The standards being achieved were
aso found to be requiring some improvement. Pupils progress during their time at school was
found to be inconsi stent.

2. Since September and the appointment of the current headteacher, there has been renewed
impetus to forging ahead with improving the top priority of raising academic standards. The
impact of her very good leadership is clearly evident in the good progress that has been made in
improving many areas of the school’s work in the last few months. Much effort has been given
to developing a culture in which people fed vaued, and morae is now good. Good attention has
been paid to enhancing resources in the nursery and reception classes and to bringing the two
classes together as a cohesive Foundation Stage; progress in the nursery is no longer an issue.

3. The headteacher has established structures and systems geared to supporting consistent
practice, for example there are now policies and schemes of work in place to assist teaching
and learning in al subjects. Writing has been given significant emphasis and there are good
drategies for promoting pupils' literacy skills. Standards in writing are beginning to lift but the
school is aware that there will be no quick fix to securing the highest standards in writing. The
school development plan places the raising of academic standards as its top priority and the
headteacher has set in motion a programme of monitoring and evaluation that is supporting good
improvement. The LEA has given good support to the school during this time and continues to
do so. Standards achieved by eleven-year-olds in the SATs have rapidly improved, though they
are not as positive for seven-year-olds. Target-setting work has just begun and requires more
focus to become fully effective. Planning though satisfactory is not yet as good as it could bein
identifying the level of work expected from different pupils across the subject they learn,
especialy higher-attaining pupils. Assessment systems are not yet up to speed in supporting the
next steps in learning. These aspects are crucia to the management’s drive towards becoming
an A* schoal.

4. The standards achieved by seven-year-old pupils in the 2001 SATs were well below those of

similar schools in writing, average in mathematics and above average in reading. The standards
achieved by eleven-year-old pupils in the 2001 SATs were well above average in al tested
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subjects. When compared to similar schools the results place the school amongst the top five
per cent in English and science. The performance of boys is not as good as that of girls in
school or boys nationdly in English. There is no sgnificant variation in the other two tested
subjects. The school’s rate of improvement in standards is above the national average. Thisis
a key indicator of its effectiveness. The school has exceeded the targets set by the LEA every
year. The targets set for 2002 SATs are chalenging and reflect the school’s ambition to
achieve above average results that include al pupils, including those from the specia educationa
needs unit.

The youngest children in school start in the nursery with below average attainment and, by the
start of Year 1, have made good progress throughout the Foundation Stage to reach average
dstandards across al of the areas they experience. Good teaching enables the children to
increase the skills with which they handle numbers, to move and control their bodies, to build
good reading habits, work creatively and to grow as confident and independent young people as
they extend their awareness of the world about them. Good teamwork that draws from
employed staff and voluntary support, including governors, ensures that the children have very
positive role models to assist in their personal growth.

The school makes appropriate provision for different groups of pupils. Of particular note is the
very high number of boys in school, many of whom have speciad educationa needs. The
inspection team looked very carefully at how well different pupils were achieving and found no
sgnificant difference between the achievements of boys and girls. Indeed both are equaly

enthusiastic about school and try very hard to do their best work. There is a smdl number of

pupils in school who speak Cantonese at home. None of them have support to learn English as
al are competent users of English and were observed to make a similar rate of progress to
others in their class. Pupils with specid educational needs, including those with statements,
make good progress because of the good provison made. The school is drawing widely on a
range of drategies to support literacy development, for example they are using the
Codebreaker initiative to increase pupils phonologica awareness and to help some catch up on
what they have missed in the past when the quality of the education being provided was not as
good. Pupils in the Unit make very good progress againg their individuad learning and
behavioural targets because of sustained high quality support and a very stimulating curriculum.

Higher-attaining pupils are not always given sufficient work to tax them nor to enable them to
achieve a the level of which they are capable. This shows itsdlf particularly in the middle years
in schooal, both in lessons and in the work sampled in pupils books.

Inspection findings judge standards to be average throughout the school in ICT, design and
technology, geography, music, physica education and religious education and above average in
art and design. In Year 2 standards are average in all other subjects and in Year 6 are above
average in English, mathematics, science and history. Both boys and girls make equally good
progress during their time at Marlfields Primary, particularly so in Years 1, 4, 5 and 6 because of
consistently good quality teaching. The boost given to pupils learning in Year 6 has a positive
impact on their performancein SATSs tests, but more could be done to enable learning to build up
incrementally from the Foundation Stage onwards. Those pupils with specia needs who benefit
from well-conceived individua education plans which include precise targets that are regularly
reviewed are making consistently good progress. This good practice in target setting can
usefully serve as amode to support improvement for other groups. The next chalenge for the
school is to ensure that all pupils learn at good rates in every year and across the subjects they
study. The school is aware of the need to ensure that opportunities to extend literacy skills,
particularly spesaking, writing and research skills, are maximised across the curriculum, for
example to give time to extend these in history, geography and religious education lessons.
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10.

The standards pupils achieve in basic skills are good overdl. In dl classes, both literacy and
numeracy strategies have been introduced with confidence and are supporting well-structured
lessons that enable effective learning. Pupils of all ages have attentive listening skills. They
generaly listen carefully to the teacher and follow instructions well. In al classes the pupils
speak with confidence and are willing to respond when asked a question, but few opportunities
were observed where pupils voiced their own opinions or put forward well-reasoned arguments.
Reading skills are average at the end of the infant phase and a a good level by the end of
juniors. The school is aware of the need to spend more time in one- to-one practice sessions
with struggling readers and to record how well individuas are developing their reading skills.
Older pupils take significant pleasure from sharing books and enjoying stories and poems. Their
good range of experiences beyond school enhances the level at which pupils appreciate what
they read, often gaining understanding beyond the literal. For example, most of the pupils who
read to inspectors were members of the their local library and owned a wide range of books
themselves. Thisis a positive feature in view of the fact that the school’s own library isin red
need of additional materia to support pupils independent research and enquiry. Writing skills
are good by the end of school but wesaker in infant classes. Older pupils sequence their ideas
well and choose interesting words to enliven writing. Spelling and handwriting are weaker
aspects, however; spellings are too often inaccurate and the youngest pupils have yet to form a
comfortable grip that gives them good pencil control. Pupils have a reasonable recall of number
facts and an appropriate understanding of shape, space and measures. By the age of eleven
most can work quickly and accurately when working with numbers. Problem-solving skills are
developing well.

Pupils skillsin the use and agpplication of ICT have improved significantly since the time of the
previous inspection. There were severa aspects of ICT that gave concern and these have been
addressed within the confines that a limited range of computer hardware and software can
accommodate. The school hopes to have anew ICT suite before long. Class- based computers
are put to reasonable use in fostering cross-curricular use of ICT but there are missed
opportunities, for example insufficient use is currently made of ICT to support science work.
Pupils achieve sound qudity work in word processing, graphics and data handling. Some of the
work undertaken with the Internet is of good quality, especidly in Year 5, but younger pupils
have very limited access. Older pupils are not yet up to speed with control technology because
of the limited availability of resources; these are key issues for the school to address.

The ingpection team can aready see the impact that the improved educational provision is
having in other areas, and judges the school to have good capacity to iron out the inconsistencies
reported above, and to continue to raise academic standards across the board.

Pupils' attitudes, values and personal development

Pupils attitudes, values, behaviour and persona development are good.

Pupils try hard to think of othersfirst and have respectful and very tolerant relationships.

There are no evident tensions in school; pupils from different ethnic backgrounds tend to get
along well together; very occasional problems are soon resolved.

Attendance is broadly satisfactory and is improving because of the school’ s effective strategies.

11

Since the previous ingpection the school has maintained this aspect of its work as a strength.
Parents say their children are happy to come to school and are keen to learn. They recognise
the strong family vaues that are being promoted and see this as underpinning pupils good
behaviour. The inspection team agrees with parents views. The school motto of ‘In our school
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13.

14.

we think of othersfirst’” was very evident in the respectful and tolerant relationships amongst the
pupils. There are no evident tensions in school; pupils from different ethnic backgrounds tend to
get along well together. Very occasionally, name caling leads to pupils faling out but these
problems are soon resolved. The school has a zero tolerance to race issues and bullying, and
pupils told inspectors they feel safe and secure at school because of this.

Pupils have good attitudes to lessons, are mostly well behaved and are finding learning
enjoyable. Behaviour is good both in class and a play. In the lessons seen, attitudes and
behaviour were good or better four times out of five, and never less than satisfactory. Pupils
are polite and helpful, and they treat each other and learning resources with care and respect.
They are quiet and sensble in class, and willingly follow class routines. The pupils with
moderate learning difficulties, some of whom have particular behavioura problems, are
generaly indistinguishable from their peers. When they are included in whole-school activities
they take a full role, for example when joining in the assembly that had as its theme teeth they
were observed to redly enjoy the rap sung by a Year 6 pupil. Pupils with specia educational
needs are encouraged to share their own talents too, for example when leading the choir with a
solo performance. There have been three occasions when the school had to demonstrate its
refusal to accept violent aggressive behaviour for the protection of its pupils and temporarily
exclude a pupil. Thissituation isongoing. No evidence of anti-socia behaviour was seen during

the ingpection.

Relationships between pupils are very good. The schooal is justifiably proud of the caring way
pupils respect, understand and help their classmates with specia educationa needs. Pupils learn
from the very good relationships they experience with al the adults who teach and support
them. Thisis a notable feature of their good persona development. From their arriva in the
nursery, they are helped to become independent, and this quality is developed through the school
in work and in the monitor duties they carry out and through the work of the School Council.
Some pupils in Year 3 have written booklets entitted Myself in which they have recorded
persond thoughts about friends, family and speciad things that show the importance of
relationships. Year 6 demonstrate leadership qualities when they organise fund-raising events
for the less fortunate. Pupils generous response to charitable giving indicates their compassion,
and they clearly have a well-developed sense of justice and fair play. They are confident young
people who are well prepared for their next stepsin life.

Attendance is broadly satisfactory and is improving. The level of unauthorised absence is low.
Punctuality has improved but for a handful of pupils social circumstances create problems with
full attendance and arrival on time.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSOR STUDENTS TAUGHT?

Teaching is good overdl and sustains the strengths found previoudly.

During 65 lessons observed during this inspection none were unsatisfactory.

There is alevelling out of learning in Years 2 and 3, as teaching is mainly satisfactory in these
year groups.

Very good relationships underpin the effective management of pupils.

The teaching of pupils with specia educationa needs is particularly effective, especialy in the
school's Unit.

Literacy and numeracy skills are being taught well as the school is implementing national
strategies efficiently.

Teaching in ICT which was found to be unsatisfactory eighteen months ago, is now
satisfactory, athough staff training is <till required.
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Children are well taught in the nursery and reception classes.
Not enough attention is paid to undertaking marking that is evaluative and developmental and
the use of ongoing assessment practice.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Teaching is good overdl and sustains the strength found in teaching at the time of the previous
inspection eighteen months ago Then the school was found to have serious weaknesses due to
management issues but teaching was judged to be good overal. Shortcomings identified in the
teaching of ICT have been given good attention. Inconsistencies in marking and in the match of
work for higher attaining pupils were flagged up in 2000 and are still in evidence today, although
the school has made improvement to both and is continuing to do so.

Teaching was 100 per cent satisfactory or better in the lessons observed during this inspection
and resulted in the mgjority of pupils achieving well. Parents have positive views about the
teaching in the school, which are confirmed by inspection evidence. Most parents support the
school's homework policy by helping their children with reading at home as a result of the clear
guidance given by the school. Governors aso give the school positive support to teachers by
taking up their link roles to classes very seriously. Their support for teaching was clearly
evident as they took part in a number of lessons during the course of the inspection.

A number of positive features are present in the teaching and subsequent learning throughout
the school:
- very good relationships ensure that there are positive learning outcomes for pupils,
an effective programme of training in the development of teachers knowledge and
understanding enables the full curriculum to be taught with confidence;
basic skillsin most subjects are being well taught;
pupils are being well managed, with good quality support positively underpinning good
progress made by pupils with specia educational needs;
pupils respond with interest and high levels of concentration and work purposefully as a
result of the interesting range of tasks provided through teachers thoughtful planning.

The weaker elements in teaching have common features that particularly lead to higher attainers
not always maximising their achievements and these are:
inconsistencies in planning and assessment;
the lack of precision and accuracy in target setting so that pupils know what they have to
do in order to improve;
insufficient opportunities for the best features of teaching and learning to be shared and
s0 influence more consistently good practice.

Teaching is now improved in the Foundation Stage so that the children are making consigtently
good progress. It is more consistently good at this stage and in Years 1, 4, 5 and 6. Good
progress is made in al of these classes whilst satisfactory progress is being made in Years 2
and 3 where there are some inconsistencies in teaching. In otherwise satisfactory lessons there
is often a lack of different levels of work being prepared so that higher attainers are not being
stretched appropriately. Expectations of pupils are not high enough in the middle years of
school. Marking in books is variable; where it is best it shows the pupils exactly what they need
to do in order to improve the standards in their work. Where practice is best in the school the
ways to improve the standards are made clear to pupils by sympathetically effective marking.
This very best practice in teaching and learning in the school has yet to be sufficiently shared.
Senior managers have begun a timetable of monitoring and evauation that is effective in
identifying quality. The next step is to involve more people such as the subject and phase co-
ordinators in observing work in classrooms. These are important considerations to be made for
improvement to move forward at a consistently good pace.
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In the 65 lessons observed during this inspection, teaching quality was of satisfactory or better
quality overall. In 52 per cent of lessons, teaching was of good quality and in 14 per cent of
very good quaity. Two per cent were excellent. Much of the best quality teaching was found
in work with specia educational needs pupils. Some particularly good teaching was seen in art
and design and is leading to high levels of achievement. No unsatisfactory teaching was
observed.

The teaching of pupils with specia educational needs is good throughout the school. The good
quality is a reflection of the integrated nature of the work of teachers and support staff. They
al know the needs of their pupils well. The individua education plans enable appropriate action
to be taken to make the pupils' learning effective.

The teaching of pupils with specia educationa needs in the Unit is particularly effective with
very good support being given so that pupils improvement in learning is being maximised.
Teaching is particularly effective here because teachers give good attention to making sure that
the leve of work is being matched to the pupils level of understanding. At the same time there
is some extra challenge so that learning is being pushed on. In these lessons, teachers distribute
questions skilfully so that pupils have good opportunities to contribute to one another's learning.
This ensures the full involvement of pupils. They concentrate well, work hard and become
mature learners. They enjoy lessons. Good progress ensues in consegquence in these lessons.

The sKills of literacy and numeracy are being taught effectively. The school is successfully
implementing the nationa strategies. Planning is tied in closely to following nationa guidelines
but does not dways have enough adaptation in order to fully meet pupils individua needs.
Class teachers give good attention to the promotion of basic skills across the curriculum, for
example there is well-promoted use of technical vocabulary in subjects such as music. They
often use teaching assistants to hear pupils read but this system needs to be monitored more
closdly to ensure that individua pupils are not missed or remain on the same book for too long.
Literacy lessons typically begin with teachers and pupils reading chosen texts and where most
teachers take every opportunity to involve pupils through distributing well thought-out questions
widdy. Thisis usudly followed by purposeful group and individua activities that create good
opportunities for pupils to work productively. Numeracy sKills are being promoted
systematically in numeracy and other lessons. In science lessons pupils use their mathematical
knowledge well to estimate and measure accurately.

Teaching and learning in ICT are now satisfactory. This is an improvement. Although there
are still some gaps in what is being taught and learnt, there is now much better coverage of the
skills that are needed by pupils. Thisis giving them better support that is not yet fully harnessed
for fuller development across a number of subjects. However there is a continuing need for
daff development in ICT. Mogt teachers provide good hands-on opportunities for pupils in
practical subjects such as art and design, which is a strength in consequence.

Thisis adso a particularly effective feature of the provison made for children under five. They
benefit from the practical nature of many of their activities. Staff in both nursery and reception
classes work as informed and thoughtful teams. The school is now ready to join these teams
together as a whole team. There is clear understanding of young children's needs. These are
being well met as they are being provided with a varied and interesting range of learning
experiences. This gives appropriate support to ensuring that children have formed good w