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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Perry Beeches Infant School caters for pupils aged four to seven.  The school, which has athree-
form entry and 241 pupils on roll, of whom 124 are boys and 117 are girls, is about average Size
nationdly. Attainment on entry for the current Reception dassis broadly in line with nationd
averages. The Year 2 group of pupils who sat the nationd tests last year was below average in
attainment when they entered Year 1 to gart the Nationa Curriculum. The areais one of mixed
sociad and economic conditions, reflecting the population of Great Barr and neighbouring Perry Barr,
North Birmingham. There are pupils with English as an additiona language (26.5 per cent), some of
whom are & the earliest stages of language acquisition, which is very high in comparison with all
schools nationdly. The main languages spoken at home by parents, include Panjabi, Gudjurathi,
Urdu and Bengdi. The number of pupils digible for free school medsis broadly in line with the
nationa average (16.6 per cent). The school isamulti-culturd and diverse environment. The leve
of mobility (pupilsjoining or leaving the school), a 22 per cent, is high and new arrivas are often
pupils with specia educationd needs. There are 54 pupils (24.1 per cent) with specia educeationa
needs, thisfigureis broadly in line with the national average. The school has recently moved into its
current building and this relocation took longer than anticipated. At the end of Year 2 most pupils
join the adjacent junior school. There were three supply teachersin the school during the week of
the inspection as aresult of gaff illness and internd promation. The headteacher retired the week
before the ingpection and an acting headteacher and acting deputy headteacher led the school.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Perry Beechesis an improving school with many good features. The improvements have not yet
fully impacted in the nationa test results, which are particularly affected by the high leve of pupil
mobility. Pupils made satisfactory progress in English, mathematics and science in the lessons
observed, despite standards being below average by age seven. Teaching and learning are
satisfactory overdl. However in some classes, particularly in Reception, teaching and learning are
good. Leadership and management are satisfactory. Asaresult, the school provides satisfactory

vauefor money.

What the school doeswedll

Pupils with special educational needs make good progress.

In some classes teaching and learning were good in English, mathematics and science in the
lessons observed.

The teaching is consgstently good or better in the Reception class enabling children to make a
good gtart to their education.

The school promotes pupils spiritud, mora, socid and culturd development well, especidly
their socid development, which is very good.

Most pupils have very good ttitudes to work and behaviour is very good.

There are very good reationships between the different groups of pupilsin the school and
mutua respect is a strong feature of the school’ swork.
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What could be improved

- Standardsin English, especidly in reading, and in mathematics and science are too low.
The stlandards achieved by more able pupils are too low.
The attendance of some pupilsis unsatisfactory.
Teachers assessments of pupils learning in order to plan the next lesson with enough chalenge.
Subject co-ordinators are insufficiently involved in evauating and monitoring the qudlity of
teaching and learning across the schoal.
Governors effectivenessin evauating the work of the school in relation to the stlandards pupils
achieve in English, mathematics and science.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school has made satisfactory progress sinceits ingpection in September 1997. The gaff have
worked very hard since that time to address the key issues and weaknesses successfully. Teaching
is now congstently satisfactory and is much improved from that inspection when 20 per cent of
lessons were unsatisfactory. Schemes of work are now more detailed. Procedures for pupils
specia educational needs are now well established. This hasled to the good improvement in
teaching and learning overall and as aresult sandards are rising. Good progress has also been
made in developing the roles and respongbilities of the senior management team dthough it istoo
early to judge the full impact on pupils learning. Governors roles have improved but there is il
more rigour required to evauate the work of the schoal effectively. The school’ s capacity to
continue to improve further is good.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils a the end of Y ear 2 based on average point
scoresin Nationa Curriculum tests.

compared with
Performancein: all schools smilar Key
schools
1999 2000 2001 2001
reading E D E E well aboveaverage A
above average B
writing = C D E average C
below average D
mathematics E* D E E* well below average E

Children make sound progress in the Reception classes particularly in persond and socid

devel opment, because of satisfactory and often good teaching. Most are working towards the
nationally expected standards at the end of the Reception Year. Ingpection findings show sound
progress overal by pupilsin Years 1 and 2 in English, mathematics and science but attainment is
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below average and there are weaknesses in investigation and enquiry skillsin science and
mathematics. Standards and progressin dl other subjects are average.

Results in the 2001 nationd tests for pupils aged seven were well below average in reading and
below average in writing. When compared to smilar schools nationdly, reading and writing are
below average. Year 2 standards have risen in writing since the last ingpection reflecting the
emphasis the school has placed upon raising sandards overal. However, sandards in writing and
reading are dtill not high enough especidly for more able pupils. Thisisagaing abackground of a
high percentage of pupils with English as an additiond language and significant movement of pupilsin
and out of the school from Reception classto Year 2.

In mathematics, seven-year-olds made sound progress and learned well in the lessons observed.
They start Year 1 with standards that are below average. By the age of seven, the proportion of
pupils attaining the nationally expected Level 2 is below average but nevertheless shows steady
achievement. Not enough pupils achieve the higher Level 3 and this depresses the overall Satidtic.
Asareault of ahigh number of pupils with specid educationa needs and a high number of pupils
entering the school whaose attainments are well below average, the school’ s overdl attainment in the
nationa testsisin the lowest five per cent nationdly. More able pupils do not make the progress
they should.

In science, by the time they are seven, ingpection findings show pupils achieve sandards that are
below the levels expected nationally in dl areas of the subject. Teachers assessmentsin 2001 dso
show standards below nationa averages. Many achieved the expected Leve 2 sandard in the
nationa tests, but relatively few achieved above expected standards. The percentage of pupilswith
specia educationa needs in the 2001 cohort was high. More able pupils do not make the progress
they should.

All pupils make a least satisfactory progress. Pupils with English as an additiona language make
steady progress and those with specia educationa needs make good progress.

Over the ladt five years, the overdl trend of improvement in comparison to dl schoolsis below the
nationa average. However inspection findings, including judgements on the work produced by
pupils, show that standards are beginning to rise more noticeably.

PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Pupils have very good attitudes to school. They enjoy coming to
school and are courteous and friendly.

Behaviour, in and out of Behaviour in most lessons and around the school isvery good. There
classrooms have been no exclusonsthis year.

Persond development and | There are very good relationships between the many different races
relationships and religious backgrounds represented among the pupils.

Attendance Attendance is unsatisfactory. Thisislargely due to some parents
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taking their children on extended holidays. Too many pupils are late
for school.

Pupils enjoy their learning, they make steady progress and as aresult sandards are rising.
TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupilsin: Reception Yearsl-2

Qudity of teaching Good Satisfactory

Inspector s make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outwel gh weaknesses.

Teaching and learning are satisfactory overdl.

Strengths

. Teachers high expectations lead to good learning in literacy and numeracy.
Well-prepared lessons and materias keep pupils focused on the task so they learn a a good
rate.
Good use of support staff, which has a pogtive impact on pupils learning, especidly for those
with specia educationa needs.
Good pace and challenge motivate pupils with specia educationa needs to work with
enthusasm.
Clear strategies for managing pupils behaviour.

Areas for improvement
Insufficient questioning of more able pupils to extend and chdlenge ther thinking.
Too little time spent at the end of the lesson reviewing and evauating pupils learning in order to
plan for the next stage of learning.

The quality of teaching in the Reception classesisgood. Asaresult, many of the early obstaclesto
the children’ s learning are overcome and they become curious and confident learners. However,
their attainment in language and mathematica skillsis Hill below the expected levd by the end of
their Reception Y ear because they start from alow base,

Teaching and learning across the school for pupilsin Year 1 and 2 are satisfactory in English,
mathemeatics and science. During the week of the ingpection there were three supply teachersin the
school who did not know the pupils learning needs well enough for progress to be consistent.

All pupils, whatever their background and culture, are vaued and included well in schodl life. Thisis

aresult of many teachers being very adept at making sure they teach their lessons effectively and that
dl pupilslearn wel. Literacy and numeracy are well taught across the schoal.
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OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The qudity and range of the | The curriculum is satifactory overdl. Thereisarange of interesting
curriculum and simulating learning opportunities. There are good links with the

locd community, which enhance pupils learning effectively.

Provison for pupils with
specid educationa needs

Good provison, together with good qudity teaching, enables pupils
to make good progress. Pupils are fully included in the life of the
school.

Provison for pupils with
English as an additiona

language

Progress of most pupils who are new arrivas and at theinitid stages
of English language acquistion is stisfactory.

Provision for pupils persond,
induding spiritud, mord,
socia and cultura
development

Provison for persond development isgood. All culturesin the
school are recognised and valued. Socia development is very
good. Mord and spiritud development are good and cultural
development is satisfactory.

How wdll the school caresfor
its pupils

There are sound procedures for ensuring pupils welfare and headth
and safety. The school successfully promotes mutua respect
amongs dl of its pupils. The assessment of pupils work to plan for
the next stage of learning is aweakness.

How wdll the school worksin
partnership with parents

The parents have positive views of the school overdl. The
information parentsreceiveisgood. Parents are sufficiently involved
in the life of the school and thar children’s own learning.

Pupils learning opportunities are satisfactory and al pupils are included in the life of the school and
they make good progress in self-esteem and confidence.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and manage-ment | Leadership and management are satisfactory. Lines of

by the headteacher and other | communication are clear and the new senior management team is
key saff now focused on raising standards.

How wdll the governors fulfil
their respongibilities

The governors now recognise the strengths and weaknesses of the
school and understand the need to improve their procedures for
monitoring its work, which a the moment is awesakness.
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Aspect (continued)

Comment (continued)

The school’ s evauation of its
performance

The school has satisfactory expertise in analysing data to provide
information about the progress pupils make and to set redigtic
targets to improve standards in English and mathematics. Therole
of other subject co-ordinatorsis under devel oped.

The dSrategic use of resources

Overdl, the budget is used well. Accommodation and resources
across the school are satisfactory overdl.

The school ensures vaue for money on purchases but does not yet compare itsdf to other smilar
schools. The governors have not evauated the school’ s work, particularly the standards pupils
achieve and thisis unsatisfactory.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases par ents most

What parentswould like to see improved

Thelr children enjoy coming to schooal. - Therange of activities outsde lessons.

Children are safe and most pupils respect

each other.

The ingpection team agrees with the positive views of parents. It judges the range of after-school

clubsto be satisfactory.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’ sresults and pupils achievements

1

Children make sound progress in the Reception classes particularly in persona and socia
development, because of good teaching and most are working towards the nationally
expected levels by the end of the Reception Y ear.

Inspection findings show sound progress overdl by pupils aged six to seven in English,
mathematics and science but attainment is below average,

The school’s overal performancein English isbelow average. On the basis of the 2001
nationa tests, sandards were well below average in reading and below average in writing.
Compared with smilar schools performance in both reading and writing was well below
average. Thefindings of the ingpection are that, despite some improvement to bring
performance closer to what is expected nationdly, reading and writing are till below average.
The match of work to ability for more able pupilsis aweakness. One of the reasons for the
improvements in standards seen in thisingpection is the qudity of teaching, much of whichis
good and sometimes very good. Pupils make satisfactory progress, including those who have
specid educationd needs and English as an additiond language.

In the 2001 mathematics nationd tests for pupil’ s aged seven, results were well below the
national average. Compared with results achieved by schools from similar backgrounds, their
performance was aso well below average. The proportion of pupils reaching the higher level
was below the national average. Standards at the end of Year 2 in the lessons observed in
mathematics are below the nationd average but are an improvement when compared to the
2001 test results. However, more able pupils do not make the progress they should and
progress for dl pupilsislimited by insufficient investigative and enquiry work. Contributory
factors include the large percentage of pupils with specid educationa needsin this year group,
high pupil mohility and to some extent the re-location of the school and past inconsistency in
the qudlity of teeching.

Attainment in science by the time pupils are seven is dightly below the nationd average and in
comparison with smilar schoolsiswell below. This differs from the previous ingpection,
which reported standards close to the nationa average. However, since 1998 the trend has
been dightly upwards, pesking in 2000 when 91 per cent of pupils reached the expected level
or above. Progress for more able pupilsis unsatisfactory and investigative work is a current
weakness.

Standardsin al other subjects including information and communication technology is that
expected nationaly and most pupils make at least satisfactory progress.
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10

However, many higher-attaining pupils are not always chalenged sufficiently, due mainly to an
assessment system lacking sharp checks to ensure that appropriate work is set to meet their
needs and thisis unsatisfactory.
Ingpection findings show that standards are below average in the current Year 2 classes.
Factors, which have contributed to these low results over four years, include:
- weeknesssin the quality of teaching in the past;
high percentages of pupil mobility causng disruption to learning;
ahigh proportion of pupils with specid educationa needs and pupils with English asan
additiond language;
ingppropriate work set for higher attaining pupils.

The picture is now more positive. The qudity of teaching has greatly improved and the
numeracy and literacy strategies are having a sound effect on achievement, asis the school’s
drategy for targeting groups of pupilsin order to raise standards further. However, the school
4ill has alarge proportion of pupils who move in and out of the school. In the older year
groups, some pupils do not have enough time to make sufficient progress from alow starting
point to match the performance of more established pupilsin the class.

Pupils with specia educational needs make good progress. Those from other cultures and
beliefs and pupils with English as an additiond language make steady progressin lessons and
over time. Thisis because of teaching that engenders pogitive attitudes and gives most pupils
abetter leve of chalengein their work, particularly the average and lower ataining pupils.
New arrivasto the school make satisfactory progress. The school is successful in tracking
and eval uating the progress pupils make.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

11

12

Pupils attitudes to learning have improved since the last inspection and are very good
throughout the school. Behaviour in lessons and around the school isvery good overdl. The
school has awarm, caring and positive ethos, enhanced by the very good qudity of
relationships leading to some good learning in lessons. Almost al pupils know what is
expected of them and respond well to the encouragement and praise given to them.

Pupils are very enthusiastic about their school and they apply themselvesto learning as a
result. They enjoy their lessons. Almost dl the parents who responded to the questionnaire
dtated that their child liked school. Pupils have positive attitudes to their work, and take pride
in having their work on display both in the classroom and around the school. Pupils settle
quickly to work in most lessons and concentrate well. They try hard to complete the set
work. In the reception classes the children aready show very positive attitudes and learn
skills of independence, based on the very good relationships with adults in the classroom.
These attitudes and rel ationships continue throughout the school. Pupils with specid
educationa needs share the pogitive attitudes that pervade the school. Thereisa‘before and
after school club’ stuated in the junior school which is currently registered to take thirty-two
pupils. Thisiseffectively run and which further improves pupils socid skills.
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13

14

15

16

17

Parents are very happy with behaviour in the school and al but one of those who answered
the questionnaire said s0. There is an expectation of high standards and the observed
behaviour reflectsthis. The high quality of behaviour contributes to the progress pupils make.
In the dining hal behaviour is good or very good, and behaviour on the corridors was
observed to be generdly very good. All pupils know what is expected of them in the
classroom and play well together during bresks. They are very polite and generdly confident
and articulate with adults. There are no exclusons. All pupils whatever their culture or beliefs
arewd| included in the life of the schoal.

There are many opportunities for dl pupilsto take part in dl activities relating to persond
development and relationships. Opportunities for pupils to useinitiative and undertake
responsibility are good. Pupils are able to work well on their own during class work and do
their best to complete the set tasks. In reception, pupils are given opportunities to close the
lesson by taking over the teacher’ srole, and being leaders or “back-up” at the rear when the
classleavestheroom. Thereisaso aleader for the day to dlocatejobs. They aso learn to
take responghility for the library by recording the borrowing of their own books and their
return. Pupils are keen to help in the classroom by digtributing work and tidying at the end of
lessons. The school is developing strategies to increase respongbility in the classroom,
especidly in Year 2.

The schoal is successful in fostering the good persona development of pupils. The reception
classes settle quickly and are encouraged to grow in self- confidence. They learn to co-
operate with others and become familiar with the daily routines of schodl life. They learn to
listen with respect to the views of others. Pupils enjoy the opportunities they have to work
together in pairs and smal groups. They concentrate well and help each other. Occasiond
acts of kindness were observed. They are happy to share books and equipment. Pupils are
given the opportunity to help others, for example by raisng money for charity.

Reationshipsin the school are now very good and there has been good progress since the last
ingoection. Instances of bullying are infrequent. Pupils are well supported by staff and all
reported incidents and concerns are taken very serioudy. Thereis an obvious mutua respect
shown between the staff and pupils.

Attendance is unsatisfactory and below the national average at 92.7 per cent. Unauthorised
absence is above the nationd average at 6.9 per cent. These figures do not show any
improvement since the last ingpection when the figures were in line with nationa averages.
The school is aware that the figures are disappointing. Some parents continue to take
holidays in term time often lagting longer than two weeks. Attendance is adversdly affected
from time to time by families who are living outsde the schools catchment area

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

18

Teaching and learning are satisfactory overall and no unsatisfactory lessons were observed.
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19

20

21

22

23

The qudity of teaching and learning in the Reception classesis good. However, many begin
from such alow garting point their attainment in language and mathematica skillsis Hill below
the expected level by the end of their Reception Year.

Teaching and learning across the school for pupils aged six and seven are satifactory in
English, mathematics and science. The teaching meets the needs of most of its pupils well and
al cultures and bdiefsinduding new arrivals are fully included in planning. However, many
higher-attaining pupils are not dways chalenged sufficiently, due mainly to an assessment
system lacking sharp checks to ensure that appropriate work is set to meet their needs.
During the week of the ingpection there were three supply teachers in the school who did not
know the pupils learning needs well enough for progress to be consistent.

The overdl qudity of teaching and learning in English is stisfactory and in mathematicsit is
good which isa sgnificant improvement from the ingpection of 1997. Some teachers
demongirate good subject knowledge and give much well directed support to pupils learning.
Lessons are well planned and structured according to the Nationd Literacy and Numeracy
Strategies and clear learning intentions for each eement of the lesson are stated. These are
not dways made known to pupils and too little time is spent at the end of the lesson to check
pupils understanding or evauate their learning and does not inform the planning for the next
lesson. Thisisunsatisfactory. Planning extension work for more able pupils and insufficient
investigative and enquiry skillsin matheméticsis dso aweskness,

The qudity of teaching and learning in science is satisfactory overdl with one out of four
lessons seen being good. Consistent planning in paired year groups is helping teechersto set
clear objectivesfor each lesson. When these are shared with pupils at the beginning of
lessons and successes evauated at the end, good learning and progress ensues. The best
teaching and learning combines problem-solving discussions high expectations and good pace.
In lessons where teaching is less effective, teachers expectations are not sufficiently taxing,
pace and learning dows and more able pupils are not aways engaged in worthwhile activities
and do not make the progress they should. Insufficient emphasisis given to practica
investigation work.

Teachers support pupils with specid educational needswell. The most effective learning
takes place when non-teaching support is available using structured programmes. Planning
shows clear learning objectives and individua education plans are redigtic and achievable.
Pupils respond positively when their contributions are vaued and their self-esteem ishigh.
Support staff are, overall, used effectively. School and cohort targets are redistic and
reviewed and amended where appropriate to provide new chalenges. Teaching and learning
in other subjects including information and communication technology is satisfactory overal.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILS?

24

The curriculum is satisfactory overal with good features and meets statutory requirements.
The curriculum is respongve to the needs of the different groups of pupilsin the school and
prepares them for living in adiverse society.
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25

26

27

28

29

30

The quality and range of learning opportunitiesin the Reception classes are good. The
curriculum in the Reception classes is planned to take account of al the required areas of
learning for thisage. A high priority is given to the teeching of basc skillsin literacy and
numeracy and to persond, socid and emotiona development. All adults support childrenin
making progress so that most children are working towards achieving expected levelsin order
to start the Nationa Curriculumin Year 1.

The curriculum in the infant classesis satisfactory. It is broad, baanced and relevant.

Nationa Curriculum requirements are met along with the requirements of the localy Agreed
Syllabus for religious education. The curriculum has sgnificantly improved since the inspection
of 1997. Appropriate priority is given to the teaching of English, mathematics and science.
The risng standards in these subjects indicate that the dightly above-average dlocation of time
has been used well.

Arrangements for pupils to take responshility for their own learning in enquiry are under-
emphassed in science. Also, the use and application of mathematica skills are till under-
developed and not fully promoted by al staff. The computer suite represents enhanced
provison for ICT and hasimproved since the last inspection. Pupils achievement is now
better and the teaching of computer skills has given more learning opportunities for al pupils.

The arrangements for teaching literacy and numeracy kills are stisfactory. Both nationd
Srategies have been largely successfully implemented and al staff have been trained.
However, the full impact of the literacy strategy has yet to be seen in pupils work and in
national test results. Some opportunities have been provided for pupilsto develop and extend
their writing in other subjects of the curriculum such as science, history, geography and
religious education. Planning for numeracy lessonsisgood. The Structured approach to
lessons, with more time given to menta arithmetic and the development of mathematica
language, are important factors in the rising trendsin the subject. Opportunities are aso given
for pupilsto develop their numeracy skillsin other subjects.

Policies and schemes of work are gppropriate and are in place in many subjects. The school
uses nationa guidance and the locally Agreed Syllabus for religious education as a basis for
planning. Overal, teechers planning of the work for their classes is good and has grestly
improved snce the inspection of 1997. All teachers organise their planning effectively and
have particular regard for new arrivas to the school. However, the planning for higher
attaining pupilsin English, mathematics and science is a weskness, which has not been
identified by subject co-ordinators. Learning intentions are clearly stated in teachers' short-
term planning.

The curricular provison for pupils with specia educationa needsisgood. The emphassison
early identification and intervention. All identified pupils receive additiona support from the
teaching assstants. The support is effective and the pupils make good progress. Pupils with
statements of gpecid educationd need are given suitable support in line with the requirements
of their ssatements. Individual educational plans are provided for pupils who are on the
school’ sregister of speciad educational needs. They are reviewed gppropriately.
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31

32

33

35

36

The curriculum is designed to enable pupils of dl abilities and backgrounds to have equa
access to learning opportunities and in this the school is successful. The school doeswell in
meaking aclear digtinction between pupils with English as an additiona language and those with
specid educationd needs. The school has acommitment to, and is successful in, achieving
equa opportunitiesfor al its pupils, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, background and
attanment, in dl itsactivities. The provison for pupils persona, socid and hedlth education is
good.

Thereisasound range of extra-curricular activities. These activities make a good contribution
to the development of persona and socid skills and contribute Sgnificantly to pupils learning.
There are sound links with the community to support and improve pupils education. There
are a'so many vistorsto the school, and many representatives who work in the locdl
community. Other community links, such as pupils Snging carols, help to promote an
undergtanding of citizenship.

Links with other schools and colleges are good. Sixth form students visit the school for work
experience. There are dso strong links with Wolverhampton University, secondary and
primary schools.

Pupils spiritua, mord, socia and culturd development has developed since the last ingpection
and is now more positive and is good.

The school encourages spiritud development and provision for pupilsisgood. Thisresultsin
pupils gaining an ingght into their own values and bliefs. 1t enhances learning as they watch
plants grow experiencing joy in the naturd world. Religious beliefs are explored with
opportunities to vigt atemple, a synagogue and a Chrigtian church during their time in school.
Rdligious fedtivals are cd ébrated such as Diwali, the Hindu festiva of light which sgnifiesthe
triumph of good over evil, and Eid, the Mudim celebration &t the end of Ramadan, together
with this country’s Saints Days. Thereisaso an assembly to celebrate the Chinese New
Year. These are good opportunities to explore the values and beliefs of others and the way
they impact on people slives. Through them, pupils learn tolerance and undersanding. The
caring ethos in the school aso promotes the appreciation of human fedlings and emotions.
The pupils gain confidence and are able to ask questions to expand their learning. Pupils are
able to experience awe and wonder as they observe seeds develop in the classroom and
express excitement at what might happen next. They gart to learn the value of peace and
harmony as soothing classical musicis played during aYear 1 art and design lesson. “Our
wonderful world” display in the corridor contains the words “ The most beautiful thing in our
world isthe sunset. | loveits shiny colours’ and “1 think God made dl the beautiful things'.

Provison for mora development isaso good. The pupils are taught to distinguish between
right and wrong as soon as they enter the school. Good behaviour is treated as very
important. They are taught to act confidently and are given every encouragement to express
their own views. Thereisno sign of racia tenson and amutua respect devel ops throughout
thelr time in school. In awhole school assembly, the pupils heard the story of the prodigal

Perry Beeches Infant School - 19



37

38

son, imaginatively given by the local minister, and congdered anger, sorrow and forgiveness
and the moral messages of Bible Sories.

Socia development within the school is very good. The school has fostered a sense of
community with common vaues, which include everyone. The school promotes equdity and
encourages pupils to work and play together. Persona qualities develop, including sdlf-
respect and arespect for others. There are opportunities to take responsibility, and to be
thoughtful and kind. Asaresult pupils show respect for living things and the environment.

Culturd provison is satisfactory. The pupils learn about their own and other cultures and their
religions. Thereisan interesting display of masks from Mexico, Singapore and Africain the
reception area, dongsde the designs created by Year 2. Thereis dso adisplay of the current
school uniform, whichisin the traditiona English Style. Parents were invited into school to
watch different cultura wedding celebrations with the children where they dressed up and
decorated their clothes. Commonwedth Day was celebrated with an assembly and alarge
Commonwedth Games poster announces the forthcoming attraction to teke place in
Manchester. Although vegetarian medls are offered, the preparation of Hald is not possible in
the new kitchen. The school goesto watch other school’ s theetrical performancesand Y ear
1 areto vigt aloca specid school to see performing arts. Music is dso part of the school
curriculum, and interesting examples of pupils artwork decorate the walls.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

39

40

41

42

Procedures for child protection and for ensuring pupils welfare are satisfactory. However,
the monitoring of pupils academic performance and persond development together with
persona support and guidance are good. Procedures for monitoring and improving behaviour
arevery good. The school takes effective steps to ensure that al pupils benefit from school.
Asaresult, pupils fed safe and demondtrate good attitudes to learning and standards are

rsng.

The designated person for child protection has just retired. She had received regular training
and procedures are in place. It isanticipated that the acting head teacher will take over this
role and she hopes to undertake the necessary training as soon as thisis practicable.
However she has had some experience of dealing with these issues and is fully aware of the
procedures to be followed.

Pupils are supported well and detailed class records are kept showing individua pupils
personal development, achievement and progress. These records move up the school with
the pupil. Thereisaso contact between the local education authority and the visiting teacher
adviser who attends school twice each haf term. The school is quick to take advantage of
this service especidly where there is evidence of a pupil showing symptoms of autism or
communication difficulties.

Parents not advising the school of illness cause most of the unauthorised absence. Thereisno

formal arrangement for contacting parents. The policy makes clear that prolonged periods of
unnecessary absence may result in aschool place no longer being available. There is however
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good liaison with the education welfare officer who vists weekly. He knows the families well
and home vigits are undertaken where necessary. The school recognises that there are times
when families give a priority to the celebration of religious festivals and they ensure parents
and pupils are not stigmatised because of these.

43 ThereisaPogtive Behaviour Policy, which isfollowed consstently throughout the school.
The schoal isjudged by the local education authority to be very good at implementing the
drategies. The pupils respond well and are helped to make progress. The Golden Time
reward schemeis effective. Those who fail to earn the reward are not allowed to take part
and those who lose time are penalised for that period. This schemeis very effective,

44 The support for pupils with specid educationd needsis good and al statutory requirements
aremet. Theleve of care and support given by teaching and non-teaching staff is overdl,
good. Needs are identified early and outside agencies are used effectively.

45  Although, there are a variety of procedures to track pupil’s progress over time, these are not
evauated effectively to inform teaching in order to rectify any weeknesses. The plenary is not
used consstently to evauate pupils learning or to plan to remediate any wesknesses in the
next lesson. Subject co-ordinators have not monitored this aspect in many subjects and thisis
aweskness. Individuad education plans are effective and used well in teaching. The
procedures for tracking pupils progress includes the many different groups in the school.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

46  Therepliesto the parents questionnaire, and discussions with parents during the ingpection
week, indicate that the parents have a very good opinion of the school and are well satisfied
with what the school hasto offer. A very high percentage of those who completed the
questionnaire fed that their child is making good progress. An equaly high percentage fed
comfortable about approaching the school. Most parents enjoy working closdy with the
school and are consequently well informed. The school greetly vaues al the support
provided by the parents.

47  There are effective schoal links with al parents. All children are brought to school and taken
home at night by a parent or carer. Those parents spoken to say how well the school helpsto
promote good relationships between different ethnic groups Parents particularly appreciate
that teachers are gpproachable and willing to make time to talk with them. They aso vaue
the strong moral code that is promoted, the very good behaviour and the way in which their
children are helped to become mature and responsible citizens. An appropriate home-school
agreement isin place. Theinduction processinto the school for al pupils, particularly new
arivas and their parents, workswell. The trangtion at the end of Year 2 to the junior school
Stuated along the corridor is effective.

48 The school does not have a parent-teacher association but does have a Parent Council. This
group hopes to have a representative from each class, but the present number isfive. This
small group has a good impact and has successfully assisted the move to double the size of the
playground, which was inadequate. It has aso secured the erection of a hecessary storage
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shed, and benches in the playground. Parents are invited to special assemblies and class
assemblies. These are well attended but parents experience difficultiesin being
accommodated because of the limited capacity of the new hall. Generaly the impact of
parents involvement on the work of the school is satisfactory.

The quality of information provided for parents is good and has improved since the last
ingpection. The progpectusis more informative and al updeting informetion is provided on
additional sheetsto beincluded, asit becomes available. The Governors Annua Report to
parents gives sufficient information and parents are well represented as serving members on
the governing body. The schooal is hgppy to darify any difficulties with the curriculum.
Meetings have been held to help parents understand the literacy and numeracy projects.
Parents meetings are very well atended and are not rushed. The only criticism from parents
isthe lack of complete privacy during these sessons. Generdly the annua written reports to
parents on ther child's progress till do not give sufficient information on levels of achievement
or targets for the following year except at the end of Year 2. Parents are invited to comment
inwriting and do s0. There are regular newdetters three or four times a term and persond
letters are sent by way of information whenever the need arises. There are informéative
booklets on the behaviour policy and homework policy, which have been well received.

The schodl is very gppreciative of the voluntary help it receivesin classroom support. A
measure of this successisthat the parents tend to qualify as classroom assstants and cease to
be volunteers. The school relies on parents to give their children a clear understanding of
what the school expects and to support them in their work. For example, the school hopes
parents are able to assure their children have sufficient deep, everything they need for school
and aretidily dressed whenever possible. The home-school reading books are well used by
parents and provide additiona information on their child’'s progress. Generdly parents make
asatisfactory contribution to children’slearning.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

51

52

L eadership and management of the school are satisfactory. The acting headteacher, who had
been in post for only three days prior to the ingpection, has avison for the development of the
schoal, which is shared by key staff in the school. The school has been successful in building
agood team of hardworking and conscientious staff. The newly re-formed senior
management team is clearly focused on raisng standards further through the continued
improvement in teaching and learning. The headteacher retired prior to the week of the

ingoection.

The acting headteacher and deputy headteacher work effectively together. They have agood
understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the school as aresult of effective monitoring
of teaching and learning. The leadership and management is committed to all aspects of
equdity, relaing to pupils socid, intellectud, spiritua and physica development. Itistoo
early to judge the impact of the newly formed senior management team on pupils learning but
clear lines of communication arein place. The school’s development plan, following full
consultation with dl staff and governors, is sound. The school has a satisfactory range of
appropriate policies and procedures to guide itswork. Day-to-day management is sound.
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Therole of subject co-ordinators is insufficiently focused on monitoring the quaity of teaching
and learning in order to raise standards further. There are effective procedures for monitoring
and evauaing the sandards of dl pupilsincluding the range of different groups within the
school.

The governors are aware of the need to improve their procedures for monitoring the work of
the school with a clear emphasis on raising standards through a focus on evauating the
outcomes for pupils. Some members of the governing body are insufficiently aware of the
standards pupils achieve, their comparison with smilar schools and their overdl performance
nationdly. Performance management has been successfully implemented.

Financid planning by the headteacher and governorsis satisfactory. They have a sound
overview of the school’ s finances and are well supported by the school administrative officer
who keeps meticulous records. The adminigrative officers are very effective overal. The
school makes good use of computerised financial systems and finances are kept in good
order. However, the use of new technology for other administrative work is ill being
developed. Thereisafinance sub-committee of governors, which, in conjunction with the
headteacher, carefully consders the budget each financid year. However, over the last two
financid years the percentage of budget carried forward annually has been too high. The
governors are avare of this and intend to use this surplus amount on prioritiesidentified in
their forward planning so that the position will be better balanced in the next financia year.
There has been agood auditor’s report recently and the few recommendations have been
carried out successfully.

The co-ordination and management of specia education needsis good. Funds for pupils with
gpeciad educationa needs and the classroom support staff for such pupils are used well. The
support given to these pupilsis good and is reflected in the good progress they make through
the school. The co-ordinator maintains the register of pupils for specia educationa needs
efficiently and plays an effective part in raising the awvareness of saff by providing in-service
training. She has aclear vison for the development of specia educationa needs within the
school.

The school ensures vaue for money in respect of its financid adminisiration and purchasing
procedures, both for consumable materials and contracted suppliers. It isbeginning to
compare its performance with other schools, challenging its practice and making appropriate
consultations to obtain the best value for money. Overdl, the school has improved and gives
satisfactory vaue for money.

Accommodation and learning resources are satisfactory overal and used effectively.
Subgtantia spending has improved the provision of books for literacy aswell as ICT
provison. Physical development for children in the Reception classesis restricted because of
the lack of suitable outdoor provision.

Although satisfactory at present, staffing has been and continues to be a problem because of

the difficulty in recruiting and retaining teachers. Currently one teacher is on atemporary
contract and one full-time post remains unfilled. Thereisavery strong emphass on saff
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training and support through a comprehensive programme of development. Staff mobility has
meant that thisis a congtant priority. Thereis greater stability amongst the classroom
assigtants who contribute well to pupils learning and do much to strengthen the sense of
teamwork among the staff.
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WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

59

In order to improve standards further, the headteacher, senior management team and
governing body should:

@

)

©)

(4)

©)

raise sandards across the schoal in English, especidly reading, mathematics, and
science, and for more able pupils by:

Panning more chalenging work for higher ataining pupils through open-ended
investigations in mathematics.
(See paragraphs:. 3, 5, 6, 7, 20-22, 29, 88, 96, 105, 106, 109, 116, 118)

Providing more opportunities for pupils to conduct their own independent
investigationsin science so that they can extend their knowledge and
understanding more effectively while testing out their idess.

(See paragraphs: 5, 115, 118)

Improving standards of reading by providing pupils with more opportunities to
explore their extended reading skills, reading for a broader range of purposes
and gpplying what they have learnt in literacy lessons to other subjects of the
curriculum.

(See paragraphs: 87, 88, 92, 93)

Providing more guidance to class teachersto identify clearly in their planning
how they intend to meet the needs of higher ataining pupils.
(See paragraphs: 20-22)

Improve attendance by:

Improving the procedures for monitoring atendance.
(See paragraph 17)

Improve the quaity of assessment so that it identifies weaknesses clearly, so that
teachers might then take appropriate steps to remedy these.
(See paragraphs 21, 22, 45, 97, 107, 120, 128, 138, 144, 162, 169)

Ensure that co-ordinators evaluate and monitor their subjects with rigour, address
any weaknesses and st targets for improvement if necessary and evauate the
outcomes for pupils.

(See paragraphs: 29, 45, 52, 101, 112, 121, 128, 144, 162, 169)

Ensure that governors develop a better overview of how to monitor and eva uate

more rigoroudy the standards pupils achieve in English, mathematics and science.
(See paragraphs 45, 53)
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for theinspection

Number of lessons observed 41
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 30
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent | Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory | Poor | Very poor
Number 1 5 16 16 0 0 0
Percentage 2 12 39 39 0 0 0

The table gives the number and percentage of |essons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching. Care should be taken when inter preting these percentages as each |esson represents more than two percentage points.

I nformation about the school’ s pupils

Pupils on the school’srall Nursery | YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) N/A 249
Number of full-time pupils known to be digible for free school med's N/A 47
FTE means full-time equival ent.
Special educational needs Nursery | YR-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of specia educationa needs 0 6
Number of pupils on the school’s specia educationa needs register 0 54
English as an additional language No of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additiond language 41
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usud time of first admission 34
Pupils who left the school other than at the usud time of leaving 19
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Attendance

Authorised absence

%

Unauthorised absence

%

School data 0.5 School data 7.6
National comparetive data 0.5 National comparetive data 5.6
Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.
Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2)
Year | Boys | Girls | Totd
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 1 for the 2001 38 41 79
latest reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics

Boys 25 31 29
Numbers of pupilsa NC Girls 32 37 35
Level 2 and above

Tota 57 68 64
Percentage of pupils School 72 (83) 86 (96) 81 (95)
at NC Level 2 or above National 84 (83) 86 (84) 91 (90)

Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science

Boys 27 31 30
Numbers of pupilsat NC Girls 36 34 38
Level 2 and above

Total 63 65 68
Percentage of pupils School 80(92) 82 (92) 86 (91)
a NC Level 2 or above National 85 (84) 89 (88) 89 (88)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin thelast school year

Fixed
period

Permanent

Black — Caribbean
heritage

0

Black — African heritage

Black — other

Indian

Pakigani

Bangladeshi

Chinese

White

No of

pupils
Black — Caribbean heritage 18
Black — African heritage 2
Black — other 0
Indian 21
Pekistani 6
Bangladeshi 5
Chinese 0
White 121
Any other minority ethnic group 4

Other minority ethnic
groups

O|lo|lOo0oO|O0O|lO0O|[O|OC | O

oO|lo|lo|j]o|lo|[fo|]o | o

This table refersto pupils of compulsory school age only.

Teachers and classes

Qualified teachersand classes. YR - Y6

This table gives the number of exclusions of pupils of
compulsory school age, which may be different from the

number of pupils excluded.

Financial information

Tota number of qudified 10
teachers (FTE)

Number of pupils per qudified 28.1
teacher

Average classsze 28
Education support staff: YR -Y6

Total number of education 10
support staff

Tota aggregate hours worked 342

per week

FTE means full-time equivalent.

Financid year 2000/1
£

Totd income 643,810
Totd expenditure 689431
Expenditure per pupil 2860
Badance brought forward from 41625
previous year

Baance carried forward to next year 27218
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Recruitment of teachers

Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years

Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years

Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE)

Number of vacanciesfilled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE)

Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less
than oneterm (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Quedtionnairereturn rate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes schooal.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the schoal is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do a
home.

The teaching is good.
| am kept well informed about how my child is

Qgetting on.

| would fed comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her begt.

The school works closely with parents.

The schoal iswdl led and managed.

The schoal is helping my child become mature
and respongible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outsde lessons.

Number of questionnaires sent out 249
Number of questionnaires returned 41
Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know
75 20 5 0 0
68 32 0 0 0
54 46 0 0 0
49 7 0 0
63 37 0 0 0
55 35 8 2 0
75 25 0 0 0
65 35 0 0 0
51 39 10 0 0
71 27 0 0 2
76 24 0 0 0
40 32 12 5 10
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PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE
CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

59 Theprovison overdl is sisfactory with many good features. Children in the Reception Y ear

are taught in three classes in an area purpose built for the early years. The provisonis

generdly well resourced except for the outdoor area, which has limited equipment and is built

onadope. Although the spaceis specifically designed for the purpose of housing the
Foundation Stage, its design imposes some limitations. Thereisalack of storage space and

the disabled toilet is used to house some of the larger items. Corridor space is used to Sore a
considerable amount of the resources aswell and as aresult there is consderable congestion
at times of generd movement, such as bresks and lunchtime. The staff have designed systems

to minimise these problems, but are very frudtrated by the limitations they impose. For
example, the doors are heavy and the handles are too high for children in the Foundation

Stage to open them without adult help. Teachers voiced concern that the toilets are not visible

from any of the classsooms. Children can shut the door and turn off the light leaving them in
complete darkness, asthereis neither naturd light nor any emergency lighting.

60 Children in the reception classes are making at least satisfactory progressincluding the

different groups in the school in dl six areas of learning. By the end of the Reception class, as

aresult of good teaching most are on course to achieve the early learning goas for their age.

61  Curriculum planning supports the needs of different groups and al aress of learning, providing

for arange of learning opportunities to meet the needs of dl children. Thereisan improving

trend in the teaching and learning in the Foundation Stage. Satifactory or better teaching and

learning was observed in al lessons. Support saff are used to extremely good effect and
make a very postive contribution to the children’slearning.

62 Thereisaneed to consgder the length of morning sessions that are dedicated to literacy and
numeracy. Evidence from lesson observations would suggest thet the length of theseis
counter-productive. For example; in a 70 minute literacy sesson most productive learning
was achieved in well-paced activitiesin the first 45 minutes. After that pupils showed clear
sgns of fatigue and aneed for a change of focusto simulate their interest.

Per sonal, social and emotional development

63  The organisation, planning and teaching provide a good framework for this area of learning;
the children are achieving well and most are on course to achieve the early learning gods by
the end of the Foundation Stage. Teaching and learning in persond, socia and emotiond
devel opment are good.

64 Thequdity of rdationshipswithin the Foundation Stageisgood. The staff provide good role

models for the children and actively seek opportunities to reinforce pogtive attitudes and

behaviour. The children show respect for each other and adultsin their dasssooms. They St
well in agroup on the carpet and listen and respond well to the teacher or classroom assigtant
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who isleading the activity. They are generaly well behaved and co-operdtive. For example;
when moving between other children to go to the front of the group children were naturaly
saying, “ Excuse me’ and thanking their peers for moving out of theway. Thereisa
developing understanding of right and wrong and the children are able to talk about why some
behaviour is unacceptable.

Routines are well established and help to ensure that the children fed secure and supported.
They are encouraged to develop independence in selecting and carrying out activities. For
example; they know how many children can play in the sand tray and the water play. Each
week different children undertake clearly defined respongbilities within the classsoom. They
are making satisfactory progress.

The children are generdly enthusiastic about their learning. They were keen to become
involved in a"tak for writing" activity where they had to engage with a partner in role-playing
the fedlings of nursery rhyme characters who had pulled up The Enormous Turnip, in
response to their big book activities.

Communication, language and literacy

67

68

69

70

The children’s attainment on entry shows some relaive srengthsin this area of learning,
particularly in spesking and ligening. The mgority of childrens atainments are broadly in line
with nationa expectations overdl. A minority of children have less well-developed skills and
lack confidence, using only smple phrases and sentences. Children are encouraged to talk
about their experiences and are provided with good role models by the adultsin the
classooms. Use of role-play contributes sgnificantly to this area of learning and is modelled
by teachers and classroom assistants. For example; ateacher and a classroom assistant
modelled a conversation between Old Mother Hubbard and Humpty Dumpty, before the
children engaged with the activity themsdves.

Children have positive attitudes to stories and rhymes, but are ill developing awareness of
letter sounds and rhyme. They handle books well and are aware of the key features of

books. Most can identify the title page and know the direction in which print isread. Many
understand the roles of the author and the illustrator in the production of abook. Most
children can join in shared reading of afamiliar text and many are able to read common words
on sght. They talk about what they have read and are able to recount what has happened in
the story.

Most children are able to form recognisable | etters and write their name. They are keen to
make books both with an adult and independently. For example, children made zig zag
books of the characters from The Enormous Turnip and used emergent writing to write the
characters names on each page.

The quality of teaching and learning is satisfactory in this area of learning with evidence of
some good practice and the needs of the different groups in the school are met. The provison
encourages the children to think of themsalves as authors, as well as readers, and provides
opportunities to share their own books. Mogt children, including those with specia
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educationd needs are making satisfactory progress and demonstrate confidence in al aspects
of communication, language and literacy. They are on target to achieve the early learning
gods by the end of the Foundation Stage.

Mathematical development

71

72

73

The children’s attainment on entry shows some relative strengths in this area of learning,
particularly in using and applying and shape and space. Children use mathematica language
confidently. They are able to sequence numbers 1 — 10 and identify missing numbers from the
sequence. A number lineis effectively used to establish the practice of counting on.

Mathematicd skills are taught through a variety of relevant activities. Checking how many
children are absent by counting on from the number present to the number in the class as part
of regidration provided chalenge for some more able children. ‘How many ways can you fix
five multi-link blocks together? provided agood leve of chalenge, combining number and
shape concepts. One child independently found seven different ways and following discussion
was able to identify two more. Children use the concepts of size when describing objects.

Overdl the teaching and learning in this area are good. Classroom assigtants provide excellent
support for the children as they experiment with new concepts and seek to establish others.
Mogt children, including those with specia educational needs, are making satisfactory
progress. They are on course to achieve the early learning gods by the end of the Foundation
Stage.

Knowledge and under standing of theworld

74

75

76

A vaiety of activities are planned to encourage the children to explore and extend their
awarenessin thisareaof learning. The activities are designed to build on and extend their
own experiences. For example, avist to aflower shop led to arole play area, observationa
drawings of flowers and the construction of bouquets. Children greeted the teacher and each
other in Spanish & the beginning of regigtration.

Involvement with an alotment localy has underpinned activities associated with growing their
own plants. Beans, sunflowers and other seasond plants are growing in the classrooms
aongside plants that have particular attributes such as texture and scent. One of the children
expressed amazement on discovering how much growth a bean had made since she last
looked at it and was excited to anticipate how much more it might grow in another week. The
children have mapped the route they take to the dlotment and are able to talk about the
journey.

When using ICT the children can use the mouse accurately to move shapes on screen for a
purpose. For example; they sort objects according to their initid letter. They are beginning to
use the vocabulary of ICT and many can identify the mouse, keyboard and monitor. They
understand that there are processes that need to be followed when using a computer. For
example, one child knew that it was wrong to just turn off the computer, but that there was a
sequence of actions that should be followed to do this properly. Most children were able to
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manage the MyWor|d a phabet screens so that they |eft the software ready for the next child
to use.

77  Children are able to handle scissors and glue and make some decisions about the
appropriateness of materias for congruction. They use avariety of equipment in the water
tray and dry sand to experiment with pouring, moulding and filling. Pupils with specid
educationd needs also make satisfactory progress in developing these skills.

78 Thequdity of teaching and learning is at least satisfactory in thisarea. Adults provide
appropriate support, but sometimes opportunities are missed to extend children’s thinking and
reasoning skills. The attainment of the children indicates that they are on track to achieve the
early learning gods by the end of the Foundation Stage.

Physical development

79  Children enter the school with expected levels of attainment in physical development. They
are learning to move confidently using both fine and gross maotor skills. They follow
ingructions and try to emulate demongtrations. They work with beanbags to establish good
practice in catching and throwing and some are beginning to master the basics of skipping.
They are learning to move carefully and safely around the classroom and schooal.

80 Theprovisonfor ther physca development islimited in the outdoor environment. The
climbing frame is more suited to nursery children and provides insufficient challenge for
children a the end of the Reception Year. Activities on tricycles are tightly controlled
because of the danger of losing control on the dope.

81 The children experience arange of activities to develop their manipulative kills; they write,
paint, draw and congtruct. Adultsin the room enabled children to work independently by
gppropriate intervention and as aresult they were appropriately challenged to develop both
physica skills and thinking ills

82  The children make a postive start to the development of physica skills. The good teaching
supports their development and the lack of outdoor challenge does not inhibit the children’s
potentid to achieve the early learning gods by the end of the Foundation Stage.

Creative development

83 Teaching and provision for this area of learning are satisfactory, dlowing the children to
experience arange of activitiesthat are supporting their achievement of the early learning
gods.

84  Children are given time to explore and experiment with ideas, materials and activities. For
example; adisplay demonstrated how they had used a variety of materias for weaving.
Children participate eagerly in Snging action songs and rhymes. They clgp to arhythm and
are fascinated by rhyming words. They are encouraged to try to imagine how characters from
their reading are fedling and frequently use these ideas for role-play. The sand tray was used
for the creation of a‘dinosaur world” usng modes, shells, pebbles and twigs.
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The resources for this area are generdly satisfactory, dthough the range of materids from
other culturesislimited. Children are encouraged to be curious and to test their ideas. No
evidence was seen of the use of dance or music to extend children’s experiences or develop
thair imagination.

The end of the Foundation Stage weaves cregtive development into all aspects of the
children’ s experiences, ensuring that they are likely to achieve the early learning godls.

ENGLISH
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The schoadl’ s overal performancein English isbelow average. On the basis of the 2001
nationdal tests, sandards were well below average in reading and below average in writing.
Compared with smilar schools performance in both reading and writing was well below
average. Thefindings of the inspection are that, despite some improvement to bring
performance closer to what is expected nationdly, reading and writing are ill below average.
One of the reasons for the improvements in standards seen in thisingpection isthe qudity of
teaching, much of which is good and sometimes very good.

Pupils make satisfactory progress, including those who have specia educeationd needs and
English as an additiona language. There are minor differences only between the achievement
of girls compared with boys. However, there were comparatively few pupils who achieve the
higher Leve 3in the nationd tes.

Performance trends since 1997 have been erratic, with poor test results, particularly in 1999
and 2001. From observationsin this ingpection, including scrutiny of pupils work, standards
are now improving. However, sandards in English have not improved since the last
ingpection, when attainment was judged to be broadly in line with the nationa average.
Standards in speaking and listening have been maintained.

InYear 1 pupils arereading familiar texts loud with some expresson. They are ableto
read, on sight, familiar words. They collect and use new words to extend the meaning of their
own writing and they are using adjectives to enhance their sories.

By Year 2, most pupils understand how to use the contents and index sections of information
books. They are familiar with and use glossaries and dictionaries to locate words by initia
letter. They understand the difference between fiction and non-fiction books and are able to
use research skills to seek information. They are beginning to write their own information
texts.

In listening to pupils' reading, ingpectors judged that most pupils are able to read the chosen
texts with accuracy, though often with some hesitation and lack of confidence. Mogt are
enthusiastic about reading and show, through their recal of events and prediction of the next
part of the story that they understand what they are reading. However, there are pupilsin
Year 2 who read reluctantly and lack confidence; they read rarely at home and show little
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enthusiasm for reading for pleasure. The school has identified this as a weakness and the co-
ordinator has plans to raise the profile of reading across the school.

Pupils writing seen during the scrutiny of work confirmed that standards of writing are il
below average, though thereis clear evidence of satisfactory progress over time.

Congructive written comments and reward stickers often accompany teachers marking.
Standards of presentation and handwriting are below average. There were some examples
seen of writing being used and fostered in other areas of the curriculum. The use of extended
writing in other subjects has not yet made a significant contribution to pupils development of
writing skills and is an area for development. The successful implementation of the Nationa
Literacy Strategy is ensuring that pupils' literacy is now well taught and as aresult sandards
arerigng.

In the last ingpection it was judged that pupils atainment wasin line with nationa expectation
and that progress was sound. This ingpection indicates there has been a substantial mobility of
pupilsin and out of the school. The school has gathered information to show that many of the
pupils moving away have been more able, compared with the intake, which has contained
many pupils with speciad educationa needs. In this context the progress of pupils, overdl, is
satisfactory.

The teaching of English is good overdl throughout the school. Inspectors saw lessons that
were dl a least satisfactory, and mainly good, with afew examples of very good teaching and
one example of excellence. Thisis markedly different from the last ingpection, where athird
of lessonsindicated unsatisfactory teaching.

The good teaching and learning are characterised by teachers good subject knowledge. This
has given them a good sructure for their lesson planning and has encouraged them to provide
gppropriate learning opportunities for the range of abilitiesin each class. Teachers planning,
therefore, is good, except in its provison for the needs of more able pupils as it focuses on the
middle range of pupils and lacks sufficient chalenge.

Teachers expectation in relation to the behaviour and attitude of their pupilsis very good,
whereas expectation in terms of work output and presentation is modest. Assessment
opportunities are shown in teachers  planning, though the use of ongoing assessment is
unsatisfactory as it does not identify what pupils have learnt and so can not be used to remedy
weaknesses in pupils learning, in order to raise sandards furthered.

A paticular grength of teaching in English is the management of pupils behaviour. Inal
lessons observed, behaviour was good and where potentia incidents of poor behaviour
occurred, they were dedlt with firmly and sengtively.

The teaching caterswell for the needs of the different groups of most of the pupils and those

with specia educationa needs. Support, through the use of classroom assgtants, isvery
good.
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100 Resources are satisfactory for the teaching of literacy in classrooms, with a good range of
textsin ‘big book’ form, and a plentiful supply of textbooks and reading scheme books for
pupils. Therange, qudity and quantity of books in the school library areinadequate. The
library accommodetion is poor in that it has insufficient Space and shelving. It is Stuated some
distance from teaching aress, restricting its use, and access is poor through a narrow corridor.
The area designated for the library, shared with the computer suite, is uninviting and presents
an unsatisfactory environment for work with whole classes or groups of pupils. The school
has identified this as an area for improvement.

101 The management of the English curriculum is satisfactory in most aspects. Teaechers have
been well supported by the English co-ordinator, who has provided training and advice.
Monitoring of planning is regularly carried out and advice is offered where necessary. The
monitoring of teaching by the co-ordinator is unsatisfactory. Thereisno regular dlocation of
time for monitoring and little has taken place in the recent past.

MATHEMATICS

102 Standardsat the end of Year 2 in the lessons observed are below the nationa average but are
an improvement when compared to the 2001 test results.

103 Inthe 2001 nationd tests for pupil’s aged seven, results were well below the national average.
Compared with results achieved by schools from smilar backgrounds, their performance was
aso well below average. The proportion of pupils reaching the higher level was below the
nationa average. There was no sgnificant difference between the results of boys and girls.

104 The pictureis now more positive. The quality of teaching, now good, has greatly improved.
The numeracy drategy is having a sound effect on achievement. However, the school Hill has
alarge proportion of pupils who move in and out of the school. In the older year groups,
some pupils do not have enough time to make sufficient progress from alow starting point to
match the performance of more established pupilsin the class.

105 Themgority of boys and girls, including pupils with specia educationd needs, and English as
additional language, make steady progress in lessons and over time. Thisis because of
teaching that engenders postive atitudes and gives most pupils asound level of chdlengein
their work, particularly the average and lower attaining pupils. However, higher attaining
pupilsin the infant classes are not dways chdlenged sufficiently. Individud targetsto raise
standards have been introduced for al pupils but it istoo early to judge the impact of these
targets on standards.

106 Pupils progress over timeis satisfactory. By the age of seven, pupils can count to 100 and
identify odd and even numbers. Pupils write numbers correctly and order digits accurately.
They understand the concept of doubling numbers and can count in twos and tens. Most
pupils are developing a good knowledge of the two, three and five time's multiplication tables.
Mot pupils understand addition and subtraction. Higher ataining pupils have a clear
understanding of dividing shapesinto halves. Their knowledge of shape and spaceis
developing gppropriately with pupils confidently recognising two and three-dimensiona
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shapes. Lower attaining pupils have some difficulty in recording shepes and some of their
properties. In measuring activities, most pupils use standard and non-standard units of
measure.

The overdl qudity of teaching and learning is setisfactory which is a Sgnificant improvement
from the ingpection of 1997. Some teachers demonstrate good subject knowledge and give
much well directed support to dl pupils. Lessons are well planned and structured according
to the National Numeracy Strategy and clear learning intentions for each eement of the lesson
are sated. These are not ways made known to pupils. All teachers make good use of
menta activities a the beginning of lessons. These introductions to lessons are generdly lively
and teachers explanations are clear.

In the good lessons seen, teaching was lively and enthusiastic and pupils were well engaged.
Pupils were involved through discussion, questioning and practicd activities. For example, in
Year 1, resources were well chosen, such as whiteboards for recording answers and “arrow
cards’ to show place vaue of digitsin tensand units. These activities followed a brisk menta
sesson where the pupils goplied maximum effort. As the teaching in these lessons was of a
good quality, pupils responded well to the tasks and made good progress.

Weaknessesin afew lessons include too much over-directed teaching and tasks set are not
condstently chalenging for the higher attaining pupils and too little emphasisis given to
investigation and enquiry skills. Thisisaweakness.

Management of pupilsis satisfactory overdl. Most pupils enjoy their work and settle to their
written and practical tasks with enthusasm. However, in two lessons observed afew boys
showed ingppropriate behaviour by caling out and digtracting other children in the classroom.
Support staff are deployed well. Teaching assistants support pupils with specid educationa
needswell. They tak to pupils quietly, explaining whét the class teacher is saying, and as a
result pupils maintain their interest and their achievement isgood. All work is marked
condgtently. Evauative comments are sometimes included with the marking. Homework is
St regularly.

All teachers use the Nationa Numeracy Strategy to promote learning and plan their lessons
effectively. All teachers have been wdl trained in the requirements of the numeracy strategy.
The school’ s strategy for teaching numeracy skills across the curriculum is sound.

There has been good improvement in the management of mathematics since the last
ingpection and the subject is now well managed. Monitoring of planning is used well to gether
information about standards and the effectiveness of development in the subject but there is
insufficient monitoring of the qudity of teeching and learning.

Resources have improved. They are adequate and used well in most lessons to enhance
pupils learning.

SCIENCE
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Attainment in science by the time pupils are saven is dightly below the nationd average and in
comparison with smilar schoolsiswell below. Contributory factors include the large
percentage of pupils with specia educationd needs in this year group, high pupil mobility and
to some extent re-location of the school and past inconsistency in the quality of teaching. This
differs from the previous ingpection, which reported standards close to the nationd average.
However, since 1998 the trend has been dightly upwards, peaking in 2000 when 91 per cent
of pupils reached the expected level or above.
Strengths of the subject include:

Pupils, including those with specia educationd needs, make good progress.

Pupils attainment in life processes and living things is good.

Pupils attitudes and behaviour are good overall.

The co-ordinator is an enthusiastic and energetic leader who is aware of the strengths

and areas for development, and manages the subject satisfactorily overal.

Areas for development:
The use of assessment to plan for the next stage of pupils learning, especidly the higher-
atainers.

The school recognises the need to raise standards especidly in investigative work, and is
determined to do so. Since the gppointment of the current co-ordinator a good start has been
made. A thorough analysis of strengths and areas for development has now enabled the
schoal to attach more importance to the role of investigation in science. Ingpection findings
suggest an improving picture, with standards aready amost in line with nationa expectations
insome Year 1 and 2 classes. Thereis no sgnificant difference between the performance of
boys and girls or different groups of pupils.

Pupils, including those with specia educationd needs and for whom English is an additiond
language, achieve satisfactorily in lessons and over time, as aresult of the overdl satisfactory
teaching, good attitudes and awillingnessto learn. However, many higher-ataining pupils are
not aways chalenged sufficiently, due mainly to an assessment system lacking rigour to ensure
that appropriate work is set to meet their needs.

By the end of Year 2 average and higher-attaining pupils possess satisfactory scientific
knowledge and specific vocabulary. For example, dl pupils, including some of those with
gpecia educationa needs, understand that force can be used to push, pull and turn, and that
sound sources create vibrations. They know about healthy foods, the promotion of growth
and generation of energy, that dectricity ‘flows’ through wires and can be a source of danger.
Thiswas exemplified well with agroup of Year 2 pupilsin discusson with an ingpector.
Higher-attainers have a good understanding of reversible and irreversible change through
boiling eggs and baking bread. They are beginning to understand the need for fair testing, as
observed in aYear 1 lesson where pupils successfully used toy trucks and weighted pulleysto
determine the effect of force on peed and distance. Nearly al pupils know the difference
between living, dead and ‘ never dive objects, and explain accurately the conditions
necessary to sudtain life and growth, as noted during an andysis of work. InYear 1 pupils
know that light comes from avariety of sources including the sun, that taking exercise and
egting the *correct’ food help humans to keep hedlthy, and they can name externd parts of the
body. Inther sudy of materidsthey learn that reflective clothing is an important safety aspect
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of dress while playing or walking in built-up areas. Whilst pupils knowledge and
understanding of life processes and living thingsis good, their use of scientific enquiry requires
further development.

Pupils, including those with specia educationa needs and for whom English is an additiond
language, continue to make satisfactory progress as they get older. Learning is enhanced
when pupils are st appropriate challenges and are encouraged to think scientifically, as was
observed inaYear 2 lesson when they had to figure out which itemsin agiven set were
required to congtruct asimple dectrica circuit. During this sesson average and lower-
attaining pupils displayed great perseverance due to the energetic input of their teacher and the
demanding work. Learning isless successful when tasks, dthough initidly chalenging, are
alowed to become too repetitive, epecialy for higher-attainers whose thinking is not
extended, as noted in a'Year 1 lesson on forces. Although these older pupils acquire an
appropriate knowledge and understanding of scientific facts and processes, their use for
investigative purposesis still often under-devel oped.

In the best lessons pupils are required routingly to discuss their methods and justify their
answers. For example, pupilsinaYear 2 class had to explain in detail why the introduction of
extra bulbs to asmple eectrica circuit causes the light to become duller. The great mgjority
of pupils enjoy lessons, particularly when the activity ispracticad. For ingance, inaYear 1
lesson many explained eagerly and precisaly why the toy trucks increased in speed as weights
were added to the pulleys during an experiment on forces. This positive attitude enhances
learning and, combined with overdl satisfactory teaching, enables pupilsto develop aflexible
array of mentd drategies to cope with experimenta chalenges. During set tasks, pupils
persaevere and sustain their concentration. They are particularly supportive in group work as
noted in a'Year 2 lesson on labelling the parts of an dectrica circuit diagram.

The qudlity of teaching is satisfactory overdl with one out of four lessons seen judged to be
good. Thisis an appreciable improvement since the last ingpection, when teaching was
unsatisfactory. Consistent planning in paired year groupsis helping teachers to set clear
objectives for each lesson. When these are shared with pupils at the beginning of lessons and
successes evaluated at the end, good progress ensues. For example, ina 'Y ear 2 lesson,
pupils knew that they had to learn how an eectrica circuit works, and a the end were able to
discuss reasons for breaking or increasing the eectrica flow in the circuit. Some teachers
assess pupils' responses well and target supplementary questions to expand their thinking,
seen to good effect in some lessons, which moved pupils’ learning on. The best teaching
combines problem-solving, discussons and explanation, high expectations and good pace.
One Year 2 classreflected this. In lessons where teaching is less effective, teachers
expectations are not sufficiently taxing, pace becomes dow and pupils are not aways engaged
in worthwhile activities. Assessment of day-to-day work is satisfactory overal. Marking is
inconsstent and does not dways help pupils to understand how they canimprove. The
management of the amal number of lessinterested pupilsis effective.  Teachers are unfalingly
polite but firm, and do not tolerate unacceptable behaviour that might impact on the learning of
others.
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Since her gppointment, the conscientious and enthusiastic co-ordinator has raised the profile
of science throughout the school and manages the subject satisfactorily overal. Much work
has taken place to improve planning, assessment and resourcesin the subject. Dueto the
hard work of the co-ordinator, subject provison isimproving steadily. In conjunction with
other staff members, she has compiled a detailed policy and scheme of work. Teachers
medium-term and short-term plans of the work they are doing, which contain precise learning
objectives, are monitored by her on aregular basis. Although the assessment procedureis
appropriate, its use to plan for the next stage of pupils learning is unsatisfactory. It is planned
to re-establish the co-ordinator’ s monitoring of teaching and learning which was terminated in
2000 due to the school’ s re-location and the co-ordinator’ s one year secondment to
Birmingham Univerdty. The co-ordinator anayses pupils work on aregular bassand is
available to support colleagues at dl times. These strategies, together with appropriate in-
sarvicetraining, are helping to raise the qudity of teaching and learning. Resources are
adequate, maintained well and are easly ble to teachers.

ART AND DESIGN and DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
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Art and design and design and technology are taught together, asthey were a the time of the
last ingpection. Standardsin both art and design and design and technology are average and
atainment by age sevenisin line with what would be expected nationdly. Pupils
achievement is satisfactory and there is no evidence of differencesin the rate of pupils
progressin terms of their gender or ethnicity. Pupils who have specid educationa needs or
have English as an additional language make at least satisfactory progress. It was observed
that some pupils who have learning difficulties in other subjects make good progress in these
practica areas of the curriculum. Similarly, because of the open-ended nature of the tasks
set, some more able pupils are able to make accelerated progress. The previous ingpection
report indicates alack of clarity of learning objectives for each of the subjects. Thisisno
longer the case. Thereis now a structured gpproach, which ensures that the requirements of
both subjects are met.

Evidence for judgements about art and design and design and technology are based upon
observation of only two lessons, scrutiny of pupils work, particularly as displayed in
classrooms and corridors, and discussions with the subject co-ordinator and pupils.

Pupils enjoy their work and have produced some interesting pictures, usng avariety of media
- paint, crayon, pastels etc. They have learned about mixing colour and were able to explain
how to make a number of secondary colours from primary colours. They have been able to
explore and develop their ideas, for example when they linked their cregtive writing about The
Scary Castle to imaginative paintings. They have explored working with clay and have made
masks and created coil and thumb pots. Displays around the schodl illustrate good quality
work in collage, decoupage and weaving. Pupils have particularly enjoyed cresting their own
paintingsin the syle of well known artigts.

By age seven, pupils have an gppropriate gppreciation of art and design and design and
technology. They talk about and evauate their own work and that of others. They have an
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understanding of colour and pattern and are beginning to use appropriate vocabulary, like
foreground, background, dark, light, shade, tint and perspective.

Pupils use tools skilfully and safdly. In adesign and technology project, run in conjunction
with aloca College, pupilslearned how to use avariety of tools, equipment and materids,
and were given firg-hand experience in designing and making products such as a bookrack.
They learned how to measure, cut, and assemble the materials safely.

The teaching seen was at least satisfactory and in one lesson good teaching was seen. This
shows an improvement over the judgements of teaching in the last ingpection. Teachers have
aclear undergtanding of the nationd programmes of study and they plan their work well,
based upon schemes of work that have been developed by the subject co-ordinator. The
management of pupils behaviour is very good, and thisis reflected in the way that pupils
work well with good concentration and a positive attitude. The co-operation and
collaborative work observed indicates a positive contribution to pupils socid and mora
development.

The subject co-ordinator is enthusiastic about her work. She has provided sound leadership
for her colleagues, and her monitoring work includes scrutiny of teachers planning and of the
displays around the school. Asyet, the monitoring has not included observation of teaching
and there isno forma process for assessment of pupils progress or atainment. Thisisa
weakness.

Resources overdl are good, with awide range of materids, media and tools available in
classrooms. Accommodetion is satisfactory and all teaching areas are equipped with sinks
and water.

GEOGRAPHY
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Very few lessonsin geography were timetabled during the inspection. From the limited
evidence available, sandards for pupils by the age of seven are typicd.
Strengths
Good links with numeracy and science.
Improvement in curriculum leadership and management since last ingpection.
Good use of thelocd environment.
Aress for improvement
The monitoring and evauation of the curriculum.

From the evidence available, ajudgement cannot be made on the quality of teaching but a
scrutiny of pupils work, displays and talking to pupils and an analysis of teechers planning
indicates that stlandards and achievement is average.

The curriculum planning files are well organised and informetive, providing good support for
teaching and non-teaching staff.
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Since the previous ingpection there has been an improvement in whole school planning,
Curriculum guidelines for teachers, based on nationa recommendations, are now in place and
used effectively. The school now has amore detailed and informative geography curriculum
policy. However, as before, no teaching in geography was observed.

From discussion with pupilsin Year 2, it is evident that they have an understanding of maps
and atlases. For example, one pupil commented, "When | looked at my atlasit showed me
which part of theworld | waslooking at". Pupils understood the meaning of north, south, east
and west and could explain grid referencing and how to use amap. They spoke with a
wonderful enthusiasm about their * Treasure Hunt Map’. For example, one pupil commented,
“We had to land our ship where it was safe and had to draw treasure and graveyards and had
to hide the treasure.”

The learning of the loca environment is enhanced by class vidits to the school dlotment. A
classroom display showed the younger pupils journey to the dlotment. Pupils grow
vegetables and flowers. This support pupils learning in science. Pupilsin Year 1 vist
Sandwell Valey, they draw basic maps of the trail and label for example, garden, pond and
trees.

A scrutiny of the pupils current work indicates that there is inconsistent coverage of
geography. Overal, there was limited evidence in books and there was no evidence of
planning to meet dl the different needs of pupils. However, in Year 2 pupils are beginning to
develop mapping skills and an understanding and knowledge of physicd fesatures.

The geography co-ordinator is a skilled and confident practitioner. She has provided
members of gaff with planning guidance and has made improvementsin the teacher and pupil
resources.

She has monitored the teaching of the subject; however, thereis a need to further develop this
role in order to improve standards through setting targets for teachers. She recognises the
need for further training, especialy with regard to assessment of pupils atainment in

geography.

HISTORY

139

From the limited evidence available, standards for pupils age seven are average. Sincethe
previous ingpection there has been an improvement in whole school planning, assessment
opportunities, curriculum resources and monitoring. Curriculum guidelines, based on nationa
recommendations are now in place. From the evidence available, curriculum planning filesare
well organised and informative.
Strengths

Good linkswith ICT.

Improvement in curriculum leadership and management since last ingpection.

Aress for improvement
The monitoring and evauation of teaching and learning.
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140 A scrutiny of pupils current work indicates that stlandards are average. Pupils compare the
clothes of Victorian children to those of their own. They are beginning to develop a
knowledge of chronology. They have learnt about Florence Nightingale and Samud Pepys.
They have aknowledge and understanding of afamily tree. Pupils make satisfactory

progress.

141 The school makes good use of computers to support pupils learning in history. For example,
inan ICT lesson pupilsin Year 2 were using computersto learn about Queen Victoria. The
pupils were able to talk about the information they had found when entering the Public Record
Office website. They used photosto find out about Queen Victoria. One pupil correctly
dated, “the lady in white couldn’t be Queen Victoria because she wore black after her
husband died.”

142 Thelearning of higory isenhanced for by visits made to the Black Country Museum and
Dudley College. In addition to this, awar veteran vidts the school annudly. These
experiences, dong with the use of photos and artefacts, contribute to making history come
dive

143 From discussion with pupilsin Year 2, it is clear that they have an understanding of the past
and present. For example one pupil stated that history means, * Things that happen along time
ago; inthe past. | know what's going to happen next, it' sthe future'. They spoke with
confidence and enthusiasm about Victorian toys and clothes and how they differ from the
present. The pupils make information booklets about Victorian toys. The good displaysin
classrooms support pupils learning in history.

144 The history co-ordinator is a skilled and confident practitioner. She has provided members of
gaff with planning guidance and has made improvements in the resources for teachers and
pupils. She recognises the need for further training, especialy with regard to assessment of
pupils atainment in history. A good start has been made in developing a school portfolio of
pupils work. She has agood vison for the teaching and learning in history, but has not yet
monitored the qudlity of teaching and learning.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

145 Standards are average overdl. Sincethe last ingpection, when the standards in ICT were
judged to be unsatisfactory, there have been substantia improvements throughout the schooal.
The new building provides an ICT suite with 15 networked computers. All classrooms have a
networked computer and all pupils now have timetabled accessto the ICT suite once a week.
Teachers are able to book other timesin the ICT suite when appropriate to support pupilsS
learning in other subjects. Asaresult of the increased access to this technology, pupils
attainment has improved since the last report.

Strengths
The qudity and quantity of resources are good.
The co-ordinator is enthusiastic and hardworking.
Aress for improvement
The scheme of work does not yet fully cover the nationa programme of work for ICT.

Perry Beeches Infant School - 44



146

147

148

149

150

151

The qudlity of teaching and learning is satisfactory overdl. It is unsatisfactory where teeching
isleft to aclassroom support assstant. The quaity of work seen was average.

By theend of Year 2, pupils are able to edit and amend text on aword processor. For
example, pupils were able to re-order a set of ingtructions using cut and paste techniques.
Pupils working independently during ‘ Golden Time' were able to highlight text prior to
changing font size and colour. They made appropriate choices about the appearance of their
work and produced alist of activities they had undertaken during the day. Pupils use
MyWorld as amodelling tool and are able to represent both redl and imaginary situationsin
thisway.

No evidence was seen of the use of databases, information retrieval from a CD-Rom or
control activities, athough resources are available for al these activities. Inone Year 2
lesson, the Internet was used as an information source. Most pupils were able to log on to
their user area and access the Internet. They entered an Internet address, with which they had
been provided, and some pupils understood the need for accuracy. They navigated the
website with assistance to access the resources. They used the text and photograph to
answer questions such as “Why do you think the people in the photograph ook unhappy?’
When asked how many pupils had followed up previous investigations into Victorian toys,
using the Internet a home, approximeately 75 per cent of the class indicated that they had. No
account is taken of the prior experience of these pupils, nor is any attempt made to
compensate for other pupils' lack of accessto ICT resources outside the schooal.

InaYear 1lessoninthe ICT suite, less able pupils were not adequately supported in aword
processing task through the use of wordbanks or speech facilities, which were available within
the software. The pupils progress was limited by the requirement to share a computer, in
Spite of the fact that there were sufficient resources for each pupil to work on their own
computer. High achievers were not challenged and some disruptive behaviour ensued.

Pupils are generdly enthusiagtic about their involvement with ICT, both in the ICT suite and in
their classsrooms. Where supported by satisfactory teaching, pupils attitudes and behaviour
are good and they make satisfactory progress.

The leadership by the ICT co-ordinator isgood. She has developed a scheme of work based
on a published scheme, and is planning to define the ICT learning objectives more relevant to
the needs of the different groups of pupilsin the school.

MUSIC

152

Pupilsin the present Y ear 2 reach standards that are broadly in line with those expected
nationally. Pupils make sound progress as a result of satisfactory teaching. There has been
improvement since the last report, particularly with reference to resources.
Strengths

Singing throughout the schoal.

Pupils confidence and willingness to perform publicly.
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Use of expertise from outside the school to widen pupils musica experiences.
Areas for development

Teachers confidence and competence to consstently teach the subject effectively.

Opportunities for the use of ICT to support pupils learning in music.

Although few lessons were observed during the inspection, there was evidence of singing,
listening and composition. The range of tuned percussion has been increased since the last

ingoection.

Pupils perform and are actively involved in cregting music. Year 2 pupils were able to
demondrate undergtanding of the way in which music can create effects through the use of
percussion insruments to portray different phases of astorm. Year 1 pupils experimented
with rhythm using arange of instruments to represent different modes of transport. Sound
cross-curricular links are made between musical activities and whole school topics. Pupils
sng with confidence and enthusiasm in avariety of Stuations.

Pupils record their music in avariety of formats such as*high/low scoring’, which was
displayed inthe music room. All Year 1 pupils are provided with tuition on the recorder. In
Year 2 thisis continued as an extra-curricular activity through differentiated lunchtime groups.
A peripatetic violin teacher works with ten Year 1 pupils each week. High school pupils have
been brought into the school to exemplify the use of arange of ingruments, including digital
technology. Asaresult of thisa'Year 1 composition on spring was created using computer
technology.

The music co-ordinator has developed a scheme of work designed to assist the non-specialist
teachers of music. However, some of the teaching seen lacked confidence and subject
knowledge.

Pupils are given frequent opportunities to perform through assemblies, Harvest, Christmas,
Eagter and Mothers Day celebrations, in which the whole school isinvolved. At the end of
esch year Year 2, pupils performin aLeavers Concert, which enhances pupils learning
further.

PHYS CAL EDUCATION
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Seven-year-olds achieve standards that are typical of pupils nationally and these have been
maintained since the last ingpection. Pupils, including those with specia educationa needs and
those who learn English as an additiona language, make sound progress across the school.
Development since the last ingpection is satisfactory.

By the age of saven, pupils develop a good range of movements, and sequence them asthey
move around the hal. They build on the skills of travelling around the hal and using gpparatus
in different ways from those that they learned in Reception. Pupils successfully balance on
three points and listen carefully astheir partner evauates their performance. Pupils chdlenge
themsalves and try very hard to move dowly or quickly, as requested by the teacher. Higher
ataining pupils hold their balanced positions well.
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Teaching and learning are satisfactory across the school. The curriculum is gppropriate and
includes dl the eements of the Nationd Curriculum. Teachers leves of expertise and
expectations of what pupils should do are satisfactory, and lessons are well planned.
Teachers place sound emphasis on the use of space and make good use of pupils evauations
of each others work. Pupilslearn effectively and gain new ideasin thisway. Teachers
demondrate the required movements well, using higher attaining pupils or themsdlvesto
ingpire pupils. InYear 1 the teacher gave good demongtrations of how to pass the ball
accurately and in a controlled way to a partner. They make good teaching points and pupils
learn what to do. Good demongrations have a positive impact on the qudity of pupils work.
Teachers make effective use of praise to motivate pupils, especialy those with less
confidence, and inspire them to extend their concentration further and so learn well.

Pupils attitudes and behaviour are often good. Most enjoy lessons and derive much pleasure
from taking part. The mgority of pupils are interested in what they do and try hard to carry
out the teachers indructions. For example, inawarm-up in Year 1, pupilsfollowed a series
of ingtructions well, remembering to change movements as they travelled around the school
hall.

The subject is co-ordinated well and the school’ s programme of extra-curricular activitiesis
sound. All of these activities raise the tandards of pupils work, for example the tennis
coaching and is very well attended by pupils. The school’s accommodation is satisfactory
overall. Assessment procedures are unsatisfactory and the co-ordinator has not had the
opportunity to monitor the quaity of teaching and learning. The Storage of equipment in the
school hdll is unsatisfactory.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

163

164

By the age of saven, pupils atainment isin line with the expectations of the Localy Agreed
Syllabus for religious education. Thisisasmilar judgement to that in the last ingpection.
Thereis no sgnificant difference between the attainment of boys and girls. Pupils, including
those with specid educationd needs and for whom English is an additiona language, make
satisfactory progress.
Strengths of the subject:
Pupils spiritua, mord, socid and cultura development is enhanced through religious
education lessons.
The resources are good.
Rdigious education is managed satisfactorily overall by the co-ordinator, whose subject
knowledge is extensve.

Pupils achieve satisfactorily, due mostly to their good attitudes and appropriate use of lesson
resources and themes by teachers. The work done, both written and oral, supports
adequatdly the school’ s literacy programme. Pupils are developing a good factual basis for
the topics, which they have studied. They not only learn about religious education but so
fromit. Many are beginning to relate events and teachings to their own lives. For example,
during one assembly pupils were able to compare everyday happenings about sorrow and
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forgiveness with the biblical story of the rich farmer’ s young son. Higher and many average-
ataining pupils are aware of the sgnificance of some rdligious symbols and articles, such as
the lectern, cross, prayer mats and the Star of David. They are developing an understanding
about the beliefs in different faiths, including celebrations such as Diwali, Ramadan, Passover
and Chrisimas. Through these studies, they are acquiring a good awareness of their own self
and the importance of respect for others.

Pupilsin Year 1 know that Hindus worship at atemple, that their sacred book is called the
Bhagavad Gitaand that their gods include Ganesh and Vishnu. They relate accurately the
main events of biblica stories such as Jonah and the Whale, the Annunciation and the Prodigal
Son. Many are becoming aware that these stories often contain a message, very often about
how to live good lives, as exemplified in aYear 1 lesson about Esther and the King of

Babylon.

By the end of Year 2, pupils have knowledge about the key ideas and beliefs that define
different religions, and how they are linked to cultura traditions. For example, they are
beginning to understand the significance of Passover for Jews, Diwali for Hindus and Easter
for Chrigtians. They learn about fedings such as kindness, honesty and jealousy when they
study and recount events such as the Last Supper or Joseph's betraya by his brothers. They
know about the biblica account of creation and have completed a topic on ‘our wonderful
world' incorporating art and design, craft and literacy. Some of their observations included
such statements as ‘| think the most beautiful thing in our world is the sunset.

Vidgtsto places of worship enhance pupils learning. Pupilsin Years 1 and 2 have visted a
synagogue and temple respectively. Following these vigits, pupils explore the importance of
food, clothing and prayer as rituads and symbolism during worship. The mgority has a clear
understanding of the types and use of objects and rooms inside a Christian church such as
vedtry, dtar, pew, cross and font.

Ovedl, teaching and learning are satisfactory, with haf of the smal number of lessons
observed being good. Further evidence is based on discussions with pupils, teachers and the
subject co-ordinator aswell as an andysis of pupils work. Teachers make good use of the
school’ s scheme of work, which is based on the Localy Agreed Syllabus. They begin lessons
well, usudly cresting an gppropriate calm and spiritud atmosphere through, for example, the
use of music or alighted candle. Thiswaswel illustrated ina'Y ear 2 lesson where pupils
discussed the traditions and customs of different faiths, for example Judaism, Chrigtianity and
Idam. Inthislesson pupils maintained interest and were eager to explain why some Chrigtians
wear crosses and Mudims turn towards Mecca while praying. Lesson plans contain clear
learning objectives. Learning is usudly managed well, cregting opportunities for pupilsto
develop knowledge, understanding and spiritual awareness. Teachers handle discussions with
sensitivity, asobserved in aYear 1 lesson where some pupils acted out the story of Esther
from the Old Testament. Pupils respond by listening carefully and showing respect for the
views of others, which can be attributed to teachers  thoughtful choice of gories. Asa
consequence pupils are developing a good awareness of mora issues and why people act as
they do.
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169 The leadership by the co-ordinator is good and her subject knowledge is extensve. Rdigious
education therefore commands a high profile within the curriculum.  She supports colleagues
well, thus raising their confidence in teeching the subject. Her action plan recognises the
weeknesses and she plans to develop the subject further including areview of the assessment
arrangements and implement regular monitoring of teaching and learning. She has built up a
good range of resources which are used well by teachers.
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