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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

This is an average sized primary school with 224 pupils. There are slightly more boys than girls. Few
pupils come from minority ethnic backgrounds and most of them are fluent in speaking English. When
children start in the Reception class their attainment is below that found typically in East Sussex, and
considerably below in literacy. However, there is a minority whose attainment is above average. Forty-
seven pupils have special educational needs, a proportion that is average. Two pupils have a statement
of special educational need. There is a little mobility in the school population. Twelve per cent of pupils
are eligible for free school meals, a figure which is in line with the national average. The school serves a
wide area and is the school that the fishing families traditionally send their children to. It is part of an
Education Action Zone (EAZ). The majority of families come from middle to low income groups. The
school is beginning to experience difficulties in recruiting staff and has had to employ staff on a
temporary basis.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School is a very good school. Pupils’ achievement is good and the
standards attained by the eleven-year-olds are above average. The pupils learn in an environment of trust
and respect which reflects the emphasis the school places on teaching Christian values. Teaching is
good. Teachers hold high expectations for their pupils, who in turn work hard and speak well of their
school. Relationships and pupils’ personal development are very good. The headteacher provides very
good leadership, ably supported by the two deputy heads and the effective governing body. The school
has made good improvement since the last inspection and continues to provide very good value for
money.

What the school does well

Pupils’ achievement is good and is reflected in the above average standards attained by the eleven-
year-olds in English, mathematics and science.

Teaching is good as seen in the pupils’ achievement. Teaching is very effective in the Foundation
Stage and in Year 6.

The leadership of the headteacher is very good. The school is well managed and the governors are
effective. This is reflected in the good improvement since the last inspection.

Overall the curriculum is very good and that in the Foundation Stage is excellent. Pupils are
interested in their work and are keen to learn.

The provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is very good and contributes
significantly to the pupils’ very good personal development and very good behaviour.

The care the school provides is very good and this gives pupils the confidence to learn.

Parents are very supportive of the school.

What could be improved

The level of attendance is well below average.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HAS IMPROVED SINCE ITS LAST INSPECTION

The school was last inspected in September 1997. Overall its strengths have been maintained. Pupils
achieve well and their personal development is very good, reflecting the school’s very positive ethos. The
improvement since the last inspection has been good. There has been a steady improvement in the
standards attained by the seven-year-olds in reading, writing and mathematics. Standards in writing are
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rising as a result of the school's focus on improving writing. The eleven-year-olds continue to attain
above average standards in English, mathematics and science. The results of the National Curriculum
tests dipped in 2001, reflecting the particular make up of that group of pupils. Standards seen are now
back to where they were two years ago. Across the school, standards in information and communication
technology (ICT) have risen since the last inspection and are average overall. There has been good
improvement in the development of schemes of work and the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategies
have been successfully implemented. Consequently the curriculum is now very good. Good improvement
in the Foundation Stage has resulted in there now being excellent provision. Procedures for assessment
have improved and are now very good and the information is used well to plan both the curriculum and
lessons. There has been some improvement in the use of the school grounds, for example the
establishment of an orienteering trail. However, progress has been hampered by difficulties that have
been caused by an underground stream and the collapse of drains.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by eleven-year-olds based on average point scores in National
Curriculum tests.

compared with
Performance in: all schools similar Key
schools
1999 2000 2001 2001
English A A D D well above average A
above average B
mathematics A C C C average C
below average D
science A B C C well below average E

The standards seen in English, mathematics and science in the inspection are above average and show
a considerable improvement on those attained in 2001. According to the school’s analysis of the results,
the make up of the group of pupils who took the tests was a significant reason why standards dipped
especially in English and science. Fewer pupils in terms of their ability, reached standards higher than
those expected for pupils of this age. However, the proportion of pupils that reached the standards
expected for eleven-year-olds was above the national figure in English and science and was similar in
mathematics. The targets set in 2001 were exceeded in mathematics and science but were not met in
English.

The National Curriculum test results in 2001 showed that the seven-year-olds attained above average
standards in reading, mathematics and science. Standards in writing were below average but have now
improved and are average. The proportion of seven-year-olds that reached standards higher than those
expected for pupils of this age in the tests was well above average in reading and science, above
average in mathematics and below average in writing. Standards in all three subjects have been
improving steadily over the past five years and the targets the school set in 2001 were exceeded. The
achievement by the seven- and eleven-year-olds is good. The seven- and eleven-year-olds identified by
the school as being very able achieve well. Pupils with special educational heeds make good progress
as they have very good support. The achievement of pupils from minority ethnic origins is similar to that
of the majority of the pupils.

Children in the Foundation Stage achieve well as a result of the excellent teaching. They are well on
track to exceed the standards set nationally in their creative and physical development and to reach
these national standards in their communication, language and literacy, in their mathematical
development, in their knowledge and understanding of the world, and in their personal, social and
emotional development. The standards attained by the seven-year-olds are above average in art and
design, music, geography, history, and average in physical education and in design and technology. The
eleven-year-olds attain above average standards in art and design, music, geography, history and
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physical development and average standards in design and technology. The standards attained by the
seven- and eleven-year-olds in ICT are average.

PUPILS’ ATTITUDES AND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Very good. Pupils are interested in their work and are keen to learn.

Behaviour, in and out of Very good.
classrooms
Personal development and | Very good.

relationships

Attendance Well below average, particularly the levels of authorised absence.

Pupils speak well of their school. A feature of the school is that pupils enjoy their lessons and feel that
they are getting on well. They take pride in their work and in the successes of others. Pupils, including
the few from minority ethnic backgrounds, work and play well together. Punctuality is satisfactory.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils: aged up to 5 years aged 5-7 years aged 7-11 years

Lessons seen overall Excellent Good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory;
unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh
weaknesses.

The excellent teaching in the Foundation Stage is imaginative and pays great attention to detail and
leads to good achievement across the whole of the curriculum. The teaching in the first two years of Key
Stage 2, where there is a teaching vacancy, is satisfactory. Teaching improves in the last two years with
the teaching in Year 6 being very good with pupils attaining above average standards. Across the school,
teachers work hard and are determined that their pupils will do well. The school's Christian ethos of
respect and trust is reflected in the teaching. Teachers enjoy working with their pupils who in turn enjoy
being taught. Pupils are well motivated, concentrate and work hard. They are keen to do well. The
teaching of English and mathematics is good. The strong and effective partnership between the teachers
and teaching assistants benefits all pupils, especially those who have special educational needs who
have very good support and make good progress.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

The quality and range of the
curriculum

Very good. Teachers provide very good links between subjects which
make the learning more interesting for the pupils. There is a good range
of extra-curricular activities. The curriculum in the Foundation Stage is
excellent.

Provision for pupils with
special educational needs

Very good. Very good collaboration between the special educational
needs co-ordinator, the teachers and the teaching assistants.

Provision for pupils with
English as an additional
language

Good support for the few pupils who are learning to speak English.
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Provision for pupils’ Very good overall. The provision for pupils’ social development is
personal, including spiritual, | excellent. A particular strength is the ‘buddies’ arrangement where older
moral, social and cultural pupils support younger ones.

development
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How well the school cares The school provides very good care for its pupils.
for its pupils

The school has a good partnership with parents who are very supportive of their children’s education.
Pupils are taught about the dangers of the misuse of drugs and a sex education policy is satisfactorily
implemented. The arrangements for the assessment of pupils’ attainment and progress are very good. A
strength in the teaching is that it builds on what pupils already know, as teachers have identified what
their pupils can and cannot do and plan the appropriate next step.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL IS LED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and The leadership of the headteacher is very good, effectively supported by
management by the the two deputy heads who provide very good management. The good
headteacher and other key | teamwork of all the staff provides the pupils with a good example of trust
staff and respect which is at the heart of this very good school.

How well the governors fulfil | The governors are effective. They work closely with the school and have
their responsibilities set a sound educational direction for the school. Finances are well
managed.

The school’'s evaluation of Very good. The senior management team has a very good understanding

its performance of the school’s work and what needs to be done to ensure improvement.
The strategic use of Good.
resources

Despite difficulties in recruiting teachers, there are sufficient teachers to meet the requirements of the
school’s curriculum. Unusually for a school of this size there are two deputy heads. They contribute an
enormous amount to the school both in their teaching and in their management. Expenditure on this
extra management is very good value for money. A substantial number of teaching assistants are
employed who provide very good support for pupils, especially those with special educational needs. The
accommodation is good. There is good provision of learning resources. Good attention is given to the
principles of obtaining best value.

PARENTS’ AND CARERS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parents would like to see improved
Children enjoy coming to school - Better traffic controls on the busy main road
The implementation of Christian values in all outside the school

aspects of the life of the school

Children are expected to work hard and make
good progress

The management of the school

The partnership with parents

Parents are very supportive of the school. The inspection findings confirm parents’ positive comments.
The school has very good arrangements for the end of the day. During the inspection, the pupils crossed
the road safely. However, a recent road traffic accident has highlighted the dangers posed by illegally
parked cars.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’s results and pupils’ achievements

1.

Compared with where they were when they started school, the pupils’ achievement is
good. This is due to the good teaching, high expectations and the very positive ethos of
trust and respect that pervades the work of the school. Pupils with special educational
needs are well supported and make good progress. The achievement of the seven-
and eleven-year-olds identified by the school as being very able is good and is reflected
in the high standards that they attain. The few pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds
achieve similarly to the majority of pupils.

The National Curriculum test results in 2001 showed that the eleven-year-olds attained
standards in English that were below average and attained average standards in
mathematics and science. When compared with similar schools the standards were
the same. These results were considerably lower than those in the previous year. After
detailed and thorough analysis, the school puts this down to the make up of that
particular group of pupils in that there were a significant number with special
educational needs. The school had decided to ensure that as many pupils as possible
should reach the national standards set for eleven-year-olds. The proportion of pupils
that reached these standards was above the national figure in English and science and
was in line with it in mathematics. However, fewer pupils reached standards higher
than those expected for pupils of this age and this brought down the average points
score as seen in the table in the summary report. The targets set by the school in 2001
were met. The standards attained by the eleven-year-olds seen during the inspection
are much better and are above average in English, mathematics and science and this
reflects a different group of pupils and the very good teaching in Year 6. The test results
show that boys attain slightly higher standards than the girls but during the inspection
girls were not seen to be underachieving.

The standards attained by the seven-year-olds in the National Curriculum tests in 2001
showed that standards in reading and mathematics were above average and were
below average in writing. In comparison with similar schools, the standards were the
same. The proportion of seven-year-olds that attained standards higher than those
expected for pupils of this age was well above average in reading, above average in
mathematics but below average in writing. When compared with similar schools, the
proportion was above average in reading and mathematics and below average in
writing. Teacher assessments in science showed that standards were above average
and that the proportion that reached higher standards was well above average. These
proportions were the same when compared with similar schools. The targets set by the
school were exceeded. The attainment of girls was slightly better than that of the boys
but no more than is seen in the national picture. The standards seen during the
inspection reflected the National Curriculum test results in reading, mathematics and
science. Standards seen in writing are average and have improved as a result of the
setting of individual targets and of the emphasis placed on the teaching of writing in line
with the school’s improvement plan.

Changes to the national arrangements to measure schools’ performance make
comparisons with the standards reported in English, mathematics and science at the
last inspection a little misleading. Nevertheless, these results show that broadly the
standards attained by the seven-year-olds are steadily improving and that standards of
the eleven-year-olds in English and science have been maintained, despite the dip in
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2001, and they have improved in mathematics. The school is not complacent and has
set challenging targets for this year's national tests. Good use is made of national
initiatives, such as ‘booster’ classes in Year 6. The effective use of the information from
the very good arrangements for assessment has contributed to the improving
standards.

The standards reached by the eleven-year-olds in speaking and listening are above
average and those of the seven-year-olds are average. Emphasis is placed in lessons
on enabling pupils to explain their thinking and to share their ideas with others. The very
effective ‘buddies’ system provides older pupils with even more opportunities to develop
their skills in speaking and listening. Pupils across the school read well and attain
above average standards. They enjoy reading and the teaching of reading is good with
considerable emphasis paid to the teaching of the sounds letters make — phonics. The
effective home-school reading arrangements make a significant contribution to the
standards of reading. Standards of writing, including spelling, are improving as a result
of the current concentration on raising standards in this area. Pupils’ handwriting is well
formed and the eleven-year-olds show high standards in the presentation of their work.
Overall, standards of numeracy are good. The seven-year-olds are developing good
mental agility when working out answers in their heads. By the age of eleven, pupils
confidently and accurately recall number facts and confidently explain their methods of
working.

Children’s attainment on entry to the Reception class is below that typically found in
East Sussex. Their attainment in literacy, communication and language is considerably
below. Children make a very good start to their time in school. As a result of the
excellent teaching, children’s achievement is good across all areas of learning. They
are well on track to exceed the nationally set standards in their creative and physical
development and to reach the national standards in communication, language and
literacy, in their mathematical development, in their knowledge and understanding of the
world and in their personal, social and emotional development.

The standards attained by the seven- and eleven-year-olds in art and design, music,
geography and history are above average, as they were at the time of the last
inspection. This is due to the good teaching and the emphasis placed on teaching
pupils the necessary skills. The standards these pupils attain in design and technology
are average as they were at the time of the last inspection. In information and
communication technology (ICT), the standards attained by the seven- and eleven-
year-olds are average and reflect good improvement since the last inspection, as the
school has had to work hard to keep abreast of a rapidly developing subject. Standards
of the seven-year-olds are average in physical education and those of the eleven-year-
olds are above average. This does not represent a fall in standards in Key Stage 1,
rather it reflects the aspect of the subject being taught which was dance, an area
identified for improvement by the school.

Pupils’ attitudes, values and personal development

8.

Pupils are very keen to learn and want to do well at school. This was the picture at the
time of the last inspection. They take pride in their school, and believe that their
teachers genuinely care for them. They are polite, look out for each other and visitors,
and play a full part in the many activities open to them. Their personal development is
very good.

Throughout the school, pupils are familiar with their classroom routines and enjoy
learning, concentrating as hard as they can on their work. For example, nine-year-olds
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

know that when ‘NQT’ is written on the board it means ‘no questions taken’ and that
they must work on their own. Younger pupils enjoy the freedom of their environment,
and like choosing what to do next, but sit quietly when asked to do so.

Behaviour is very good, whether in the classroom or around the school during the day.
Pupils know they are expected to behave well, but do so because they know it is right.
They are comfortable with the school’s Christian teachings and the way this is worked
out from day-to-day. Teachers and pupils share common values and beliefs and this is
central to the success of the school. When an incident of racist name-calling recently
occurred, it was the older pupils who reported it, knowing this was inappropriate
behaviour and would be dealt with swiftly. Eleven-year-old pupils can define racism,
and are aware of different categories. They know that bullying happens, but make clear
in their work on the subject that 'bullies are uncool'. One poster declared, ‘Bullies
beware! You are the weakest link. Goodbye!” Only one pupil has been excluded, just
for one fixed-term, in the last year. Parents see behaviour as a strength of the school.

Relationships between pupils and with all the adults in the school are very good. Pupils
are given structured opportunities to mature and to take responsibility for each other.
Older pupils willingly take on the role of ‘best buddy’ to the youngest pupils, working with
them at scheduled times, or joining them at playtimes, and supervising their drinks of
milk. They are required to apply for the role, and this encourages them to think through
what the task entails. They speak and write knowledgeably about their ‘best buddy’
because they see them as friends. The friendship provides the youngest pupils with
security. Pupils with statements of special educational need are well supported by
other pupils who relate to them well.

Children in the Foundation Stage have settled well into school. They eagerly join in
activities and share and respect each other's views. The children are enthusiastic
about their activities. They showed that they knew what was wrong as they listened
intently when, at the end of lunch, they were shown a damaged piece of play
equipment. Their serious faces indicated respect for the teacher and for school

property.

Older pupils work well together as learning partners, a fluent reader supporting a
weaker one. They reflect on the assembly theme of the week, good and evil, and show
understanding of right and wrong and how this affects their own relationships.

Pupils’ enjoyment of the celebration assembly, singing together and participating in
each other’s successes, shows how well they live out the school’'s mission statement.
They take care of each other, and look out for the needs of others beyond their
community. They applauded spontaneously the girl whose initiative successfully
organised a fund-raising sale.

The attendance rate for the last school year was well below the national average, and it
has been falling over the last three years. It is a little higher so far this year. The school
believes that holidays taken during term time are the reason. Unauthorised absence is
below the national average. Punctuality is satisfactory and lessons usually start
promptly at the start of the school day.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILS TAUGHT?

16.

Overall, the teaching is good, as it was at the last inspection. Teachers are hard
working and conscientious. Teaching is excellent in the Foundation Stage and is very
good in Year 6. Teaching was very good or excellent in a quarter of lessons seen and in
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17.

18.

19.

20.

two-thirds of lessons was good or better. Teaching is good overall in both key stages.
Whilst teaching is good overall in Key Stage 2, it is satisfactory in the first two years
and then improves considerably in the rest of the key stage. This is partially explained
by the staff absence during the inspection and the use of temporary teachers who are
new to the school. The one instance of poor teaching in Key Stage 2 was due to
inadequate planning and inappropriate use of learning resources.

The strength of the teaching across the school is that teachers have high expectations
for their pupils and want them to do well. Pupils are aware of this and try hard. They
speak well of their teachers and are particularly appreciative of the support they get
when they are having difficulties and of the interesting work they are given. The
relationships between teachers and pupils are very good, based on trust and respect,
and this gives pupils confidence and so enhances learning. For example, in a lesson in
Year 2, the teacher was asking questions to consolidate what had been learnt in the
previous lesson; one pupil when asked replied ‘| haven’t got my hand up’.

Teaching in the Foundation Stage is excellent due in no small measure to the very good
understanding of the needs of the children and the very high expectations of what the
children can learn. The classroom and the adjoining areas are excellently organised so
that children have a very rich environment in which to learn. Planning is very thorough
and manages to make very good links between the areas of learning, which helps
children make good progress. For example, when children arrive in the morning they
‘sign in’ by finding their name and writing it on the pads provided. Where necessary the
teaching assistant provides timely support. By doing this, the children’s personal and
social development is improved, as are their skills in literacy as they learn to write using
a list. The partnership between the teacher and the teaching assistant is very effective
and enhances learning.

Across the school, teachers show good skills in questioning. They use questions
effectively to check pupils’ understanding and to consolidate their learning. This is
particularly the case in the very good teaching in Year 6. In an excellent literacy hour,
brisk sharp questioning by the teacher at the start of the lesson led to pupils barely
containing themselves in their enthusiasm to answer the questions. All through the
lesson, well-directed questions enabled pupils to identify correctly the different types of
information writing being studied. Effective and regular questioning such as ‘What
makes you think that?’ and ‘Explain what you mean!" consolidated learning very well
and made pupils think hard throughout the whole lesson. Similarly in a good
mathematics lesson in Year 1, where pupils sang a counting song with decreasing
numbers of frogs, the teacher's good questioning highlighted the mathematical
operation of subtraction very well. At the start of most lessons, teachers use questions
effectively to revise previous learning. In mathematics, quick-fire questions are used
well to improve pupils’ mental abilities.

Teachers have a good command of the subjects they teach. They work in close
collaboration with the technician to ensure that ICT is used in other subjects. The
teaching of English and mathematics is good overall and contributes to the improving
standards in Key Stage 1 and the above average standards being reached by the end
of Key Stage 2. Good use is made of the structure for lessons provided by the National
Literacy and Numeracy Strategies. The ‘round up’ sessions at the end of lessons are at
times a little rushed and do not always place enough emphasis on dealing with pupils’
misunderstandings or on identifying things they have found difficult. In the
predominantly good teaching, teachers take care to show or ‘model’ learning. For
example in a good literacy hour in Year 2, where pupils were learning about non-fiction
writing, the teacher carefully showed pupils how to write their ideas down using a
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21.

22.

23.

24.

‘spidergram’ which she drew and completed on the whiteboard. In mathematics,
teachers often model methods of calculation, including those devised by the pupils
themselves. Although teachers regularly model reading and writing to the whole class,
the modelling of writing to a group of pupils at similar levels of attainment is not well
developed.

The specialist teaching of music is excellent. A combination of very good subject
expertise allied to enthusiasm and thorough planning enables pupils to make good
progress and reach above average standards, especially in singing. This happened in a
lesson in Year 2 where pupils were learning about rhythms and dynamics. The teacher
led the pupils through the lesson, improving their singing through very good questioning
and explanations and excellent demonstration. Above all the teaching was enthusiastic
and the pupils were carried along, enjoying the lesson and improving their performance.

Lessons are well organised and proceed at a brisk pace. Good emphasis is placed on
developing pupils’ skills and understanding. Teachers’ planning is detailed and thorough
and effectively builds on what pupils have already learnt because teachers have a good
understanding of what pupils can and cannot do. Work is appropriately matched to their
learning needs and this helps them to make good progress. In Year 6, the challenge
provided for the pupils who have been identified as being very able is good and these
pupils make good progress. Where the teaching is good, very able pupils have work
that interests them and enables them to make good progress. Itis in Year 3 and Year 4,
where the teaching is satisfactory overall, that the challenge is less and these pupils
make satisfactory rather than good progress. Good support is provided by the teachers
for the very few pupils who are still learning to speak English.

The teaching of pupils with special educational needs is very good. Pupils with special
educational needs have well-constructed individual education plans that the teachers
use effectively when planning work. Of note is the very good support provided for these
pupils by the teaching assistants who work skilfully with their targeted pupils. The
teaching assistants keep careful note of how the pupils are getting on and this
information is used well in preparing work. Good use is made by the teaching
assistants of the national initiatives to help pupils improve their skills in reading. The
pupils with a statement of special educational need are given very good individual
support and are integrated well. An example of the very good support is the making of a
book complete with photographs to help with the change of classroom the following
term for a statemented pupil.

Teachers regularly mark pupils’ work. Praise and encouragement is often given. Advice
about how to improve the work is given but not as frequently. Teachers rarely refer to
the recent targets that pupils have been given to improve their writing. Homework is
encouraged and set regularly in Key Stage 2 with older pupils conscientiously keeping
homework diaries. In Key Stage 1, pupils regularly take books home to read, and often
take spellings and number ‘tables’ home to learn. Across the school pupils are
encouraged to research at home. Overall, homework is completed and contributes
satisfactorily to pupils’ learning. Parents generally felt that levels of homework were
about right.
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HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED TO
PUPILS?

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

The curriculum is very good. The school's motto, ‘Excellence through faith and
learning’, permeates every aspect of its work and this enables pupils to make good
progress in their learning. Parents are very supportive of this. The school provides its
pupils with a rich and wide-ranging curriculum which meets the requirements of the
National Curriculum and the Foundation Stage. In addition, a good programme of
personal, social and health education that takes account of drugs awareness and sex
education is provided. These important areas are also effectively dealt with in ‘Here |
am’, the school’s religious education scheme. Parents at the meeting held before the
inspection expressed their keenness that their children should learn about the dangers
of the misuse of drugs. Abuse of drugs is also satisfactorily covered in the science
curriculum.

There has been good improvement in the curriculum since the last inspection.
Schemes of work have been drawn up for all subjects and have been successfully
implemented. The effect of this is seen in the good planning and the good attention paid
to ensuring that pupils learn key skills in subjects as well as learning important
information and developing their understanding. Planning for the development of pupils’
skills in ICT is good and there is effective planned use of ICT to support work in most
subjects, particularly in English, mathematics and science. These improvements have
enhanced pupils’ learning.

The curriculum in the Foundation Stage is excellent and this too is an improvement
since the last inspection. The classroom, the adjacent working areas, and the outdoor
area provide the children with rich and stimulating experiences. The teacher, ably
assisted by the teaching assistant, ensures that these areas are well planned and are
very well organised. Nothing is left to chance. An important feature is the careful way
the teacher plans the curriculum so that areas of learning are effectively linked together.
For example, when the children are learning about a hospital, they have the opportunity
to play in a ‘hospital’ in the role play area and a nurse from the Accident and
Emergency department in the local hospital pays them a visit. Very good assessment
of children’s different levels of attainment enables the teacher to plan the curriculum so
that children successfully build on what they already know and can do. Such planning
enhances children’s learning so that they make good progress across the whole
curriculum.

Careful planning to make useful links between subjects is a strength of the curriculum
and makes learning more interesting for the pupils and enables them to develop further
skills they have learnt in one subject and apply them in another. For example in Year 5,
pupils are reading the book ‘The Iron Man’. In mathematics and ICT they use a program
that enables them to create pictures of the character and in science they learn about
metals. Other pupils write imaginatively about being a child in Victorian Britain as part of
their study of Victorians. Skills pupils learn in art and design are used effectively to
illustrate work being undertaken in geography and history. Where it is appropriate,
teachers provide good opportunities to develop pupils’ skills in literacy and numeracy in
other subjects. The National Literacy and Numeracy Strategies have been successfully
implemented and the teaching of basic skills in literacy and numeracy are good overall.

The school seeks to ensure that all pupils have full access to the curriculum. The
provision for pupils with special educational needs is very good and these pupils make
good progress. Good procedures are in place for identifying pupils, together with well-
constructed education plans that are shared with parents. The successful
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30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

implementation of these plans by the teachers and teaching assistants ensures that
these pupils have full access to the curriculum. Contacts with external agencies, such
as educational psychologists and speech therapists, are good and benefit the pupils.
The few pupils with English as an additional language are well supported and play a full
part in lessons and in the life of the school.

The provision for extra-curricular activities is good and makes a strong contribution to
pupils’ learning and personal development. Physical education is particularly enhanced
by a good range of activities, including netball, football, gymnastics, athletics, cricket
and short tennis. Plans are in hand to establish a dance club. In addition, there are
clubs for history, gardening, led by the caretaker, and a young engineers’ club. Due to
staffing difficulties, the art club is not meeting at the moment. Most parents are
supportive of the range and amount of these activities.

Good links have been established with the local community and these add considerably
to the curriculum and pupils’ learning. Very good use is made of the local environment,
which offers a wealth of learning experiences. Pupils have regular opportunities to take
part in local events such as ‘Walking the Fish’, successfully enter competitions such as
young engineers, and they were the 2001 East Sussex mathematics champions. There
are very close and strong links with the parish community to which the school belongs.
The parish is a source of very good support to the school. Effective use is made of
visitors, for example pupils in Year 1 welcomed a visitor from the RSPCA who talked to
them about taking care of their pets. The police liaison officer visits and talks to the
pupils about ‘Stranger Danger* and other personal safety topics.

Links with partner institutions are very good and benefit the pupils considerably. Older,
more able pupils have the opportunity to learn Latin at a local primary school and attend
a local secondary school for work at higher levels in mathematics. Useful meetings are
held between teachers in the school and those in the secondary schools. In addition,
the teacher in Year 6 visits the secondary schools. Visits by teachers from local
secondary schools to meet pupils and well-organised induction days for pupils in Year
6, enable pupils to make a successful transfer to their secondary school.

The provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is very good.
It is central to the whole life of the school. The ethos of the school is based on Christian
gospel values where the individual is respected and trusted.

Provision for pupils’ spiritual development is very good. A very good contribution is
made to pupils’ spiritual development through collective acts of worship. Pupils are
asked to close their eyes while they think about some aspect of the theme of that day,
for example younger children were asked to think about what made them sad or happy.
Pupils concentrate well and are willing to share their experiences. The teachers always
treat these moments sensitively. In addition, there are other times devoted to reflection
and prayer, for example at the end of the school day. Prayer corners in every
classroom and beautiful displays around the school encourage the pupils to reflect
upon and appreciate the world around them. The school has developed a climate in
which all pupils can grow and flourish, respect each other and be respected.

Provision for moral education is very good. From an early age pupils are helped to
understand the difference between right and wrong. The school’s strong moral code is
successfully underpinned by the Christian values, which are central to its ethos. Pupils
know right from wrong in a moral sense, rather than just obeying school rules and they
expect to make reparation if they do something wrong. Pupils are encouraged to take
responsibility for their own actions and property and to care for their environment.
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36.

37.

Provision for social development is excellent and is reflected in the very good quality of
the relationships that exist in the school. Strengths of the provision include a high
expectation that pupils will co-operate and try to do their best in all activities. Pupils are
helped to develop personal qualities of honesty, thoughtfulness and respect for
difference. They are encouraged to think of those less fortunate than themselves by
supporting a major charity, CAFOD (Catholic Agency for Overseas Development).
There is a strong sense of community. The ‘best buddy’ system is a strong feature of
the provision where older pupils support younger ones, as is the ‘community service’
aspect of the behaviour policy. Learning partners have also been successfully
introduced and used to improve reading and behaviour in some classes.

Provision for cultural development is very good. Pupils learn about aspects of their own
culture, for example through history and geography lessons where visits contribute
substantially to their learning experiences. They are introduced to other religions and
cultures through religious education, art and design, geography, history, literature and
music. The school is mindful of preparing the pupils for life in a multicultural society.
The school provides opportunities for pupils to participate in extra-curricular clubs and
organises visits and visitors to extend the pupils’ cultural awareness. The school's
values are seen in the high quality displays in the classrooms and around the school.

HOW WELL DOES THE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITS PUPILS?

38.

39.

40.

Teachers know their pupils through and through. They treat them as individuals, aware
of their needs, as shown by their practice and the provision of a policy for supporting
twins and multiple births. In their classrooms, teachers establish a good working
environment, give praise constantly and, in partnership with their teaching assistants,
encourage each pupil in their academic work and behaviour. Teachers know their
pupils’ family situations so well, because they often meet them on the playground, and
they can be sensitive and supportive if there is a problem. The pastoral care of pupils is
very good and gives the pupils confidence to learn. Very good arrangements enable
children in the Foundation Stage to settle into school quickly and ensure that the
environment they come into feels safe and secure.

Pupils who are injured or unwell at school receive a good level of care from a qualified
first aider, although they have little privacy sitting outside the office. The school is
vigilant in its care for pupils, shown by its good arrangements for child protection and
the ready access to support agencies. Health and safety matters are checked regularly
and reported to governors. Parents are concerned about the amount of busy traffic on
the main road outside the school. They are supportive of the good arrangements the
school makes at the start and end of the day. However, illegally parked cars reduce the
width of a road that has many lorries driving down the hill towards the town. The danger
this poses is highlighted by a traffic accident earlier this term. Secure arrangements
have been made to ensure that the water damaged playground area is not accessible
to the pupils.

There are very effective systems in place to promote behaviour based on the school's
values; teachers expect good behaviour and provide praise and encouragement. The
school actively provides pupils with opportunities to look out for others, and to take
responsibility for them. Finance from the Education Action Zone has been used to
improve pupils’ lunchtimes. The midday supervisors have benefited from training and
are used well to promote a variety of play activities and games. There are very effective
systems for monitoring older pupils’ lunchtime behaviour and for acting on the
information gained. These are overseen and implemented consistently. Any
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41.

42.

43.

44.

punishments are designed to be useful ‘community service’ around the school. There
are effective arrangements for teaching about racism and its effects, as shown in
discussion with the oldest pupils.

The school is aware that attendance figures are low, and believes this to be a result of
holidays taken in term time. It is unable to use its computerised registration system to
confirm this or to monitor holiday absences effectively. This is because the attendance
module, recently installed in line with the local education authority’s advice, is not up-to-
date enough. An individual pupil’s attendance is carefully followed up, but there is
insufficient focus on promoting full attendance. Although levels of unauthorised
absence are published for parents, levels of authorised absence are not. The school is
aware of all the drawbacks of holiday absences, to the pupils, their teachers and the
class, but has not been able to convince parents of these.

The procedures for assessing pupils’ attainment and progress are very good.
Improvement since the last inspection has been good. All staff understand the needs of
each pupil they are working with in great detail. The records they keep on pupils’
progress in many cases are very detailed. Portfolios of work are kept in all subjects,
which clearly identify progress made throughout the school. Overall the educational
support for pupils is effective in raising achievement because teachers identify the next
stage of learning through clear assessment strategies which are incorporated into the
lessons. Marking of work is not always sufficiently focused on targets to direct
improvement in the next piece of pupils’ work.

Very detailed information about each pupil’'s performance is kept by the headteacher.
This process would become more efficient with better use of ICT. They have analysed
the information from national tests, as well as internal school tests, to identify trends
over time and to identify specific elements of writing in English that will enable the
school to raise standards. Individual targets have been set for pupils to aim for in
writing. They are involved in their targets for writing and can tell, when questioned, what
they are. Pupils in Year 3 knew that their targets were to improve the use of full stops
and capital letters; a boy in that class said ‘I'm not very good at using paragraphs’.
Teachers often refer to these targets during the lesson, although this is not a consistent
approach throughout the school. Targets, up to now, have only been set for writing and
not for any other subject.

Pupils identified with special educational needs have very clear targets to aim for, and
these are always referred to by the teaching assistants working with them. These are
often on the table in front of them for easy access and reference. Pupils with a
statement of special educational need have detailed learning plans which are
accompanied by very good illustrated booklets which remind them of what they are
trying to get better at. Overall, very good support is provided for pupils with statements
of special educational needs. Good support is provided for the few pupils with English
as an additional language.

HOW WELL DOES THE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

45,

This area of the school's work remains a significant strength and makes a good
contribution to the progress pupils make. Although only a quarter of the parents
responded to the pre-inspection questionnaire, the overwhelming tone of their
responses was very positive, with all of them feeling that behaviour in the school is
good, that teaching is good and that the school is helping their child to become mature
and responsible. All would feel comfortable approaching the school with questions or a
problem. Teachers are in the playground every afternoon talking with parents; one
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46.

47.

48.

49.

teacher was seen approaching a parent about concerns from the day. There is a
strong commitment to the school, and a very good working relationship between
teachers and parents. Many parents comment on the family atmosphere of the school;
they feel their children want to do well and one parent wrote that the school ‘treats my
child with respect and dignity’.

There are very thorough and effective induction arrangements when children start in
Reception which parents find helpful. These, together with well-organised home visits,
make a significant contribution to building parents’ confidence. This is further
strengthened through the expectations of ‘gospel values’ and the continuity of links with
the local church.

Parents who volunteer to help in school are used sensitively and very well. A parent
who is an artist was seen showing the youngest pupils how to draw flowers and the
parents used in ‘book week’ reading in their first languages, are enabled to make unique
contributions. There is an active ‘Friends’ association that generously fundraises on
behalf of the school.

The school offers parents good and regular opportunities to discuss their child’s
progress, and interim reports give enough information to be a framework for
discussion. End of year reports are good; they tell the parent clearly what their child can
do, and without too much educational jargon. Some reports, which give targets to
improve the standard of work in each subject, are exceptionally good. Usefully, parents
are also given a report at the start of each year telling them how well their children are
settling into their new classes. Parents whose children have special educational needs
are properly involved in the review of their children’s progress.

Parents receive plenty of other information written in a good style that indicates an
established working partnership between the school and home. There is a wide range
of high quality leaflets available about aspects of the school's work, and courses
entitled ‘Keeping up with the Children’ are run with support from the EAZ to help explain
what is going on in school. Details about what is being studied in class used to be sent
to parents, but when asked if it was useful, there was a disappointing response.
Parents of the youngest pupils support them well with reading at home.

HOW WELL IS THE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

50.

51.

The school continues to have a very positive ethos which is at the heart of its success.
The school’'s aims and values are reflected very strongly in all its work. This is a feature
of the very good leadership of the headteacher. The whole staff work together
effectively as a team to implement the Christian gospel values which guide the school.
Trust and respect are central to this and are reflected in the teaching, in the very good
relationships and in the common purpose shared by all the staff. A considerable
strength of the school is its ‘inclusiveness’ that is drawn from these values. Care is
taken to ensure that barriers are not built which could hinder pupils’ progress. Equality
of opportunity is taken seriously and any form of prejudice is not tolerated for any pupil.
This is seen in the way pupils work and play together and take pride in each other’s
achievements and in the firm rejection by older pupils of any form of discrimination.

The very good leadership of the headteacher ensures that this ethos is maintained and
that it leads to good academic achievement and very good personal development. The
headteacher is determined that pupils’ should achieve as well as they can. Parents are
very appreciative of the quality of the leadership of the school. Central to this very good
leadership is the attention paid to detail and not leaving anything to chance, for example
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53.

54.

55.

56.

by the development of a policy to support pupils from multiple births. This clear vision
for the school is achieved through the very good leadership by the headteacher allied
with very good management by the senior staff.

The headteacher and the two deputy headteachers, who act as key stage co-
ordinators, form a very effective senior management team that ensures that the
management of the school is very good. The positive response to the
recommendations following the last inspection reflects this. The Foundation Stage is
very well managed and this is reflected in the excellent provision made. Collectively the
senior management team has a very good understanding of the school’s strengths and
weaknesses. Detailed analysis of the results of the National Curriculum tests is
undertaken and this information is used effectively to draw up and implement the
school improvement plan which is detailed and thorough. It clearly sets out what needs
to be done to improve the quality of education and good links are made with the
school’s finances.

The co-ordination of subjects is good overall. Emphasis is placed on observation of
teaching. Co-ordinators have a secure understanding of the strengths and weaknesses
in their subjects and have drawn up useful action plans which are incorporated in the
school improvement plan. A particular strength is the regular completion by co-
ordinators of comprehensive portfolios of pupils’ work that enables them to gauge the
standards pupils attain. There is a degree of overlap between the work of the key stage
co-ordinators and that of the co-ordinators for English and mathematics. Clarification of
these respective roles would help to reduce workloads.

The governing body is effective and meets its statutory duties. The chair has a very
good understanding of the school and of the role of the governing body. The current
vacancies have hindered the useful arrangements where governors are linked to
subject co-ordinators. The curriculum committee looks closely at the results of national
tests and works in good partnership with the headteacher to set out areas for
improvement. Governors are fully involved in the development and implementation of
the school improvement plan. The plan forms a standard item on all agendas. The
governors have ensured that proper arrangements are in place for performance
management and that the headteacher’s targets are in place.

The management of the support for pupils with special educational needs is very good
and pupils make good progress. The well-qualified and experienced special educational
needs co-ordinator (SENCO) ensures that pupils receive appropriate support. Pupils’
progress is regularly reviewed and this information is used effectively to plan work that
enables them to build successfully on what they have already learnt. The SENCO
works closely with the class teachers to ensure that the targets in the pupils’ individual
education plans are appropriate. The management of the team of teaching assistants
is good and makes the best use of their skills and dedication. The governors keep
proper oversight of the support provided for pupils with special educational needs.
Good progress has been made with the implementation of the new Code of Practice.

The school has a sufficient number of teaching staff that are suitably qualified and
experienced to meet the demands of the National Curriculum and the Foundation
Stage. The school benefits from a staff, including teaching assistants and lunchtime
assistants, which has a good range of expertise, experience and length of service.
Teachers have good expertise in teaching English and mathematics and this is seen in
the standards pupils attain. There is considerable expertise in the Foundation Stage,
which is shared on a regular basis with other teachers in East Sussex. The teaching
assistants are skilled, hard working and conscientious and contribute a great deal to
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the progress pupils make, especially those with special educational needs. There are,
however, problems with the recruitment of suitably qualified teachers. These difficulties
have led to the appointment in Key Stage 2 of teachers on a temporary basis.

Arrangements for the professional development of staff are good and take due account
of teachers’ personal needs and the objectives identified in the school improvement
plan. As a result, teachers’ expertise in the use of ICT has improved and is used
across the curriculum. This is an improvement since the last inspection. Aspects for
development are discussed during the performance management process that has
been firmly established. Teachers have targets and these are effectively linked to the
school’s current area of improvement. There are good procedures for the induction of
staff new to the school. These ensure that new staff are fully briefed about school
routines and curriculum planning.

The very effective financial and administrative procedures identified in the last
inspection have been maintained. The secretary works hard and makes a significant
contribution to the smooth running of the school. The school improvement plan links
financial planning to the school’s priorities well, so that its aims can be achieved. The
day-to-day financial management of the school’s budget is undertaken efficiently, using
new technology by the bursar and headteacher. This technology is not used as
effectively in the analysis of data from the national test results or in analysing aspects
of attendance. A recent financial audit by the local authority found procedures to be
satisfactory. The governors, through the finance committee, are updated regularly on
spending. Specific grants and funding, such as Capital Buildings Grant and money for
information technology developments within classrooms, are used appropriately and
have a direct impact on raising standards. The rise in pupils’ standards of attainment in
ICT is a very good example of the finances having a direct impact on pupil
performance.

There is good application of best value principles. Major spending decisions are
consulted upon, competitive quotes are sought and comparisons are made of results
and spending, particularly against national, local schools and other similar schools.
Governors have sought parents' views about bullying. The headteacher and governors
are proactive in setting themselves new challenges. At the moment they are trying to
improve the safety of children coming to and from school, by starting a ‘walking bus’.
Any possible financial implications have been justified through rigorous debate and
challenge.

The accommodation is of good quality; the stark exterior belies the rich environment
that teachers and teaching assistants have provided inside. Classrooms are large and
pupils’ work is well displayed throughout the building. The library was out of action
during the inspection as it was being used as a staff room during the building work to
the staffroom itself. though the new computer suite was well used. The building and its
historic features are well cared for by the caretaker, who takes a pride in the school and
also contributes significantly to the work of the school. The governors are planning a
rolling redecoration and maintenance programme.

There is a good range of external spaces, although underground water and fallen drains
still cause problems on playground areas. In particular, the hard play area used for
football and netball cannot be used for games for health and safety reasons. There is
limited playground space at break-time at this time of year for the number of pupils.

Resources for learning are good overall, with strengths in the provision made for
children in the Foundation Stage. Here provision is excellent, and new storage units,
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designed and made by a parent, make all the resources readily available. Each
classroom has a wall-mounted television and video recorder, which allow teachers
flexibility in using them, and saves time and organisation. New computers in part of the
library mean that pupils now have greater access to ICT. All the teachers have laptop
computers and this enables them to work more effectively.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

In order to continue to raise standards, the governors, headteacher and staff should:

Improve attendance by:
- raising the profile of full attendance with parents and pupils;
- reducing the amount of absence caused by term-time holidays;
- monitoring attendance more effectively with the use of ICT;
- reporting levels of authorised absence to parents.
(Paragraphs 15 and 41)

Other issues which should be considered by the governors

Improve the consistency of the challenge provided for pupils who the school has
identified as being very able. * (Paragraphs 22, 88 and 93)

Clarification of the respective roles of the key stage co-ordinators and subject co-
ordinators in English and mathematics. (Paragraphs 53, 86 and 95)

The extension of setting targets for pupils to aim for into mathematics. (Paragraphs
43 and 95)

Greater emphasis on providing ‘guided’ writing sessions in the teaching of English. *
(Paragraphs 20 and 85)

* These issues are being dealt with in the current school improvement plan
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed 52
Number of discussions with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 25
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection
Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactor Poor Very Poor
y
Number 8 5 22 16 0 1 0
Percentage 15 10 42 31 0 2 0

The table gives the number and percentage of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements
about teaching. Care should be taken when interpreting these percentages as each lesson represents two percentage points.

Information about the school’s pupils

Pupils on the school’s roll YR -Y6
Number of pupils on the school’s roll (FTE for part-time pupils) 224
Number of full-time pupils known to be eligible for free school meals 27
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs YR -Y6
Number of pupils with statements of special educational needs 2
Number of pupils on the school’s special educational needs register 47
English as an additional language No of pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additional language 2
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 13
Pupils who left the school other than at the usual time of leaving 10
Attendance
Authorised absence Unauthorised absence

% %
School data 6.9 School data 0.1
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National comparative data

5.6

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

National comparative data

0.5
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2)

Year Boys Girls Total
Number of registered pupils in final year of Key Stage 1 for the latest reporting year 2001 16 17 33
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Boys 13 14 15
Numbers of pupils at NC level 2 Girls 17 16 16
and above
Total 30 30 31
Percentage of pupils School 91 (82) 91 (91) 94 (94)
at NC level 2 or above National 84 (83) 86 (84) 91 (90)
Teachers’ Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 14 15 15
Numbers of pupils at NC level 2 Girls 16 16 17
and above
Total 30 31 32
Percentage of pupils School 91 (88) 94 (85) 97 (100)
at NC level 2 or above National 85 (84) 89 (88) 89 (88)
Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6)
Year Boys Girls Total
Number of registered pupils in final year of Key Stage 2 for the latest reporting year 2001 18 16 34
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Boys 15 14 15
Numbers of pupils at NC level 4 Girls 9 10 16
and above
Total 24 24 31
Percentage of pupils School 71 (86) 71 (86) 91 (93)
at NC level 4 or above National 75 (75) 71 (72) 87 (85)
Teachers’ Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 14 14 15
Numbers of pupils at NC level 4 Girls 1 11 15
and above
Total 25 25 30
Percentage of pupils School 74 (71) 74 (89) 88 (93)
at NC level 4 or above National 72 (70) 74 (72) 82 (79)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Ethnic background of pupils Exclusions in the last school year

No of pupils Fixed period Permanent

Black — Caribbean heritage 2 Black — Caribbean heritage 0 0
Black — African heritage 5 Black — African heritage 0 0
Black — other 1 Black — other 0 0
Indian 0 Indian 0 0
Pakistani 0 Pakistani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 0 Chinese 0 0
White 216 White 1 0
Any other minority ethnic group 0 Other minority ethnic groups 0 0
This table refers to pupils of compulsory school age This table gives the number of exclusions of pupils of
only. compulsory school age, which may be different from the

number of pupils excluded.

Teachers and classes Financial information

Qualified teachers and classes: YR -Y7

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) 8.9 Financial year 2000/2001
Number of pupils per qualified teacher 25.2
Average class size 314 £
Education support staff: YR-Y7 Total income 498,063
Total number of education support staff 10 Total expenditure 476,704
Total aggregate hours worked per week 210 Expenditure per pupil 2,110
FTE means full-time equivalent. Balance brought forward from previous year -11,662
Balance carried forward to next year 9,697

Recruitment of teachers

Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years 2
Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years 1
Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE) 1
Number of vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of a term or more (FTE) 1
Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less than one term (FTE) 0

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnaire return rate

Percentage of responses in each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

The teaching is good.

| am kept well informed about how my child is
getting on.

| would feel comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school is well led and managed.

The school is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outside lessons.

Other issues raised by parents

Number of questionnaires sent out 224
Number of questionnaires returned 53
Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly Don't
agree agree disagree | disagree know
81 17 2 0 0
60 38 2 0 0
68 32 0 0 0
42 49 6 0 4
68 32 0 0 0
57 40 4 0 0
74 26 0 0 0
83 15 2 0 0
53 43 4 0 0
79 19 2 0 0
68 32 0 0 0
47 30 9 0 13

Parents were concerned about the levels of traffic on the busy main road outside the school.
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PART D: THE STANDARDS AND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREAS OF THE

CURRICULUM, SUBJECTS AND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

63.

64.

65.

Children in the Reception class are making good progress in their learning due to the
excellent teaching and the secure, supportive and very stimulating environment created
by both the teacher and the teaching assistant. The children’s achievement is good.
The staff have effectively built upon the positive findings in the previous inspection
report.

Children’s attainment when they enter school is considerably below that typically found
in East Sussex in communication, language and literacy, and is below in all the other
areas of learning. A small minority has levels of attainment above average. This is
confirmed by the initial assessments that are conducted very effectively with these
young children shortly after they start school. The children are well on track to exceed
the nationally set standards in their creative and physical development and to reach the
national standards in communication, language and literacy, in their mathematical
development, in their knowledge and understanding of the world and in their personal,
social and emotional development. This good progress is being achieved through the
teacher’s determination to provide these children with a very rich range of experiences,
securely embedded in their understanding and by not rushing through the curriculum
too quickly.

The teacher has a thorough understanding of the needs of the pupils. This results in
activities that are well matched to those needs and are intellectually challenging. Very
effective and regular assessment and note taking by the teacher, and the teaching
assistant, of children’s individual responses provides the basis for this very good
knowledge. Excellent use is made of the teaching assistant to support, whenever
necessary, those children encountering difficulties with their learning. This assistant
makes an excellent contribution to children’s learning and attainment, and works in
close tandem with the teacher. The special educational needs co-ordinator works
effectively with those children who have been identified as needing extra help. Extra
challenge is provided by the teacher for those who are ready to move on in their
learning. Links between areas of learning are made at every opportunity, and this
enhances the provision tremendously, because children make more sense of their
learning in this way. The most impressive feature of teaching is the teacher’s own high
expectations of what these children can learn.

Personal, social and emotional development

66.

The teacher is very keen to place emphasis on this area of development throughout the
Reception year. Attainment on entry is below average. The children are well on track to
achieve the standards set nationally in this area. There are a number of reasons for
this. Mainly, it is the skilful teaching which provides opportunities all the time for children
to grow in confidence, participate in activities and share and respect each other’s
views. Alongside this, children experience, through the adults they are with, feelings of
security and care. The teaching assistant and other adults coming into the class to
work with the children also demonstrate a calm and reassuring manner. Even when
there are ‘small accidents’, they are dealt with unobtrusively and with sensitivity.
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67.

68.

69.

The ‘buddy’ system makes a significant contribution in this area of learning. The Year 6
‘buddies’ really ‘look out for’ their young partners. The care and support shown by these
older children was clearly evident in the paired work on the computer. They are
excellent role models of care, compassion, courtesy and respect. These young
children responded in a similar way and clearly feel tremendous friendship towards
their ‘buddies’.

The children play and work together well. They celebrate each other's success, for
example when friends are taken to photocopy the work they have written on their
individual whiteboards. They share resources well when working together, and use
imaginative play when working in the role-play area, taking on different roles and
interacting well together. Children are very enthusiastic about their activities. They were
totally engrossed in a whole-class session, using a silver, precious box. Their
imaginations were stimulated and their interest captured by the teacher when waiting to
see what could possibly be inside the ‘precious box’. The children thoroughly enjoyed
their work in the school hall on music and movement, keen to always do their best.

The adults help pupils’ personal development considerably by providing easily
accessible resources and opportunities to make choices, seen when creating their
pictures of houses. The children are becoming independent through a good range of
opportunities, including finding their own name for registration.

Communication, language and literacy

70.

71.

72.

Children enjoy listening to stories and are attentive when the teacher is leading a
session. They are confident to speak in their role-play session, when working in groups
and when answering questions posed by adults. In their work on Titch’ (the book being
read to the class) a group of children retold the story in the correct sequence after a
successful reading session led by the teacher with the class as a whole. Children’s
speaking and listening development is greatly supported when the adults ‘model’ the
language. For example, role-play in the hospital improved when the teaching assistant
joined in, using the correct vocabulary, which the children were later heard using.

Children enjoy books and are beginning to use a range of clues when looking through
them, for example looking at pictures. The more able readers are learning the sounds
letters make (phonics) and are trying to tackle new words phonically, by sounding out
the letters that they recognise. The teacher uses every opportunity to teach new words.
For example, in their movement lesson as part of their physical development they
heard words such as turning, revolving, spiralling and rotating. This is a feature of the
excellent teaching that leads to good learning — a high expectation of what is possible.

The children are keen to participate in writing and are encouraged to undertake ‘have a
go’ writing at all times. They are beginning to include letters in their writing, which are
appropriate and well formed. They are writing their own names confidently and hold a
pencil to effectively form letters. Most children’s early writing is satisfactorily developing
as a result of excellent teaching.

Mathematical development

73.

Excellent teaching has enabled children to make good progress in this area of learning
since they started at school. They count to ten, with some children able to count up to
18. They use their beads on a rope to demonstrate one more than and one less than a
single digit. They understand terms such as ‘tallest’ and ‘smallest’ when looking at a set
of Russian dolls. The teacher makes excellent links with other areas of learning.
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Children read words in the big book on ‘sizes’ and develop an understanding of the
world around them. They discussed colours on the dolls, pointed to patterns, pointed
out similarities and differences and also demonstrated an understanding of whole and
half when commenting on the different flowers. Links such as these help the children a
great deal in making sense of what they are learning.

Knowledge and understanding of the world

74.

The rich environment provided by the teacher and her excellent teaching enables
children to continually build on their growing knowledge of the world. They are
developing a sound understanding of the world in which they live. They identify different
stones found in fruit, such as a mango, and the need for seeds. When the teacher
provides interesting opportunities to learn about planting seeds, they take great care
making sure the seeds are covered in compost and are well watered. One child had
remembered the word ‘compost’ well. They learn about shoots and roots and many
repeat the words confidently. Children also enjoy their work about hospitals in the
carefully constructed role-play area and the visit by a nurse takes their learning further.
They enjoy finding out about homes and different constructions, and select tools and
use techniques to shape their homes and join materials. They are making good
progress in developing skills using computers. They are helped by a parent visiting for a
session a week and the ‘buddy’ system when pupils in Year 6 are paired with these
children when working on the computer. They are competently using ‘Dazzle’ or ‘Art
Attack’ programs to produce a design for their ‘Mother's Day card’, with support from
their ‘buddies’ and the technician.

Physical development

75.

Many children are attaining above the nationally expected standard in this area of
learning. As a result of the excellent teaching they move with confidence, imagination
and without bumping into each other in their dance lesson in the school hall. They travel
around the hall and show good co-ordination. Children understand about finding ‘a
space’ to practise their movements. During the lesson a child recognises that she is
‘getting hot’ and the need to ‘cool down’. The teacher makes very good use of a
parachute to teach pupils how to work together. They throw ‘teddy’ up in the parachute
carefully and run underneath it with care and dexterity before it drops down again. Back
in the classroom they demonstrate good hand to eye co-ordination when using musical
instruments, making a delicate pattern with sunflower seeds in the play dough, and
using scissors and cutting tools.

Creative development

76.

Children’s achievement in this area is very good, particularly in their artwork, due to the
excellent teaching. Many are well on track to exceed the standards set nationally as the
teaching is so good. The visit of an artist, organised by the teacher, to lead the children
has resulted in some good portrait drawings and pictures of daffodils and hyacinths of
an above average standard. Children are experimenting with colour, shape and form
and are learning to use a ‘cross’, which helps them to place the eyes correctly, when
drawing the face. In music, they learn new songs and enjoy the well-taught whole-
school singing session on Friday morning. The teacher ensures that musical
percussion instruments are always available for the children to use and experiment
with. In dance, they match movement to music in a very sensitive and competent way —
their absorption in watching their fingers move to the music is very impressive. They
develop an understanding of dynamics in a piece of music — moving slowly to quieter
movements and building to a crescendo.
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ENGLISH

77.

78.

79.

80.

Standards in English have been maintained since the last inspection, despite the dip in
the results of the eleven-year-olds in the National Curriculum tests in 2001. The
standards attained by the eleven-year-olds are above average. The standards attained
by the seven-year-olds have been edging upwards since the last inspection. The
attainment of these pupils in reading is above average and in writing they attain average
standards. Across the school, pupils’ achievement in English is good overall. It is better
in reading than it is in writing, which is now a targeted area for improvement. Seven-
and eleven-year-olds who have been identified by the school as being very able achieve
well and reach high standards. Pupils with special educational needs have very good
support and make good progress especially in reading, as do the few pupils with
English as an additional language. This good achievement is due to the good teaching,
the successful implementation of the National Literacy Strategy, the implementation of
individual targets for pupils in writing, and the good management of the subject.

The standards attained by the seven-year-olds in speaking and listening are average.
Teachers have successfully built on the work in the Foundation Stage. By the age of
eleven