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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Lee Brigg First School is stuated in the village of Altofts on the northern edge of the town of
Normanton. The school caters for pupilsin the age range 3to 8 years. It isof average size with 188
pupils of whom 52 are in the Nursery. Children enter the Reception class a the start of the term of their
fifth birthday, which means that children move from the Nursery to Reception on three occasions during
the year. 7.8% of pupils are digible for free school medswhich isbeow the average nationdly. 12%
of pupils are identified on the school’ s register of specid educationa needs which is close to the average
and a statement of need isheld in respect of two pupil which isbelow average. There are three pupils
for whom English is an additiond language. Overdl, pupils are from nether particularly advantaged nor
disadvantaged backgrounds. Their attainment on entry to the Nursery is broadly average. The school
will become an infants school in September 2001.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisis agood school where pupils attain above average standards especidly in reading and writing.
Pupils persond development isexcdlent. The qudity of teaching is predominantly good with some very
good and outstanding teaching seen during the ingpection. The school iswell led and managed with
clear targets for future development as an infants school from September 2001. The effectiveness of
subject co-ordinators is being devel oped but they are not sufficiently involved in the evauation of the
dtandards pupils achieve. The school gives good vaue for money.

What the school doeswell

Excelent persond development of pupilsinduding their spiritua, mord, socid and culturd development.
High standards in reading and writing.

Good teaching.

Good behaviour and relationships.

Good Nursery experiences for the youngest pupils.

Good links with parents, particularly through the effective beginning to the school day.

What could beimproved

Teachers assessment of pupils work in reation to Nationa Curriculum standards and the use of this
information to guide the way teachers plan work for pupils.
The organisation and planning for Foundation Stage children.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.
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HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school was last ingpected in July 1997. There has been a steady and consistent improvement in the
school sincethat time. Pupils are ataining higher sandards on average when the varying proportion of
pupils with specid educationd needsis taken into account. The quality of teaching has improved
considerably with dl teaching seen satisfactory or better and a marked increase in the proportion of
good and very good teaching. The provision for pupils persond development is now much better and
isamgor srength of the school.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by 7 year olds based on National Curriculum test results.

Compared with
Performancein: all schools Similar Key
schools
1998 1999 2000 2000

reading A A B c well above average A
above average B

. average C
e A A c c below average D
mathematics B C D D well below average E

Whilgt the information given above provides an indication of the effectiveness of this schoal the gpparent
fdl in sandards in English and mathematics in 2000 resulted from alarger than average proportion of
pupils with specia educationd needsin this smal year group of forty-five pupils. Standards in reading
have been risng steedily over the last few years with the smdl drop in 2000, however, standardsin
writing and mathematics have shown some decline athough standards in writing remain above the
nationd average. Boys are attaining well, especidly in reading where they out-perform the girlsin direct
contrast to the nationa picture. The school setsredigticaly chalenging targets for pupils  attainment.
From the work seen during the ingpection, standards by the end of Key Stage 1 in mathematics and
science are broadly in line with those expected whilst sandardsin reading and writing remain above
average. By theend of Year 3 pupils continue to make progress and are ataining sandards which are
above those expected in English and at least average sandards in mathematics and science. Children
enter the Nursery with broadly average levels of attainment. They make good progressin reading,
writing and mathematics. Pupils with specia educationa needs make good progress to atain sandards
which are often above those initidly identified in their individua education plans. Overdl, pupilsare
achieving well. They enter the Nursery with average standards, enter Key Stage 1 with just above
average standards and by the end of Year 3 are attaining generaly above average standards.

Lee Brigg First School - 8
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PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Very good: Pupils enjoy school and show much interest in their work.

Behaviour, inand out of | Very good in lessons, assemblies, bresk-times and as pupils move around the

classrooms school. The school isavery orderly community.

Persond development and | Outstanding: Pupils are keen to take respongbility and show initiativein their

relationships learning. Relationships are very good, pupils enjoy each other’s company and
work together very well.

Attendance Very good: Wl above nationa averages. Punctudity is good.

Pupils postive attitudes and their developing maturity have a Sgnificant impact on the progress they make.
They concentrate well and work co-operatively in lessons to achieve common gods. They help one
another with the tasks they are set. They make confident contributions to their lessons often expressing
persond responses and views. All pupils attend school regularly and levels of pupil absence are low.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils:. Aged upto5years aged 5-7 years Aged 7-8 years

Lessons seen overal Satisfactory Very good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very poor.
‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outwei gh weaknesses.

In dl ingpectors observed 41 whole or part lessons during the inspection. All teachers were observed
teaching literacy and numeracy. Ingpectorsjudged that dl teaching was a least satisfactory. 60% of
teaching was judged to be good or better with 26% very good or outstanding. Good teachingisa
srength of the school. Teachers have a secure knowledge of the subjects and plan chalenging lessons
for their pupils. They have generdly high expectations and deliver lessonsin alively manner and a a
good pace, which enables pupils to make consstently good progress. Where teaching is satisfactory
teachers do not always ensure that al pupils make good progress by providing suitably challenging work
for dl dbilities

The teaching of literacy and English is generdly good. Teachers have a secure grasp of the subject
material and use the nationd drategy to ddiver effective lessons. They are particularly good when
leading the shared reading sessons; thisis developing good expression in pupils reading. The teaching
of numeracy and mathematicsis generdly good. Teachers are using arange of methods within the
National Numeracy Strategy to ensure that pupils make progress. Teachers make use of every
opportunity to reinforce learning and to relate current work to that donein previous lessons.

There were good examples in many subjects of the effective use of literacy and numeracy in the subjects
of the curriculum, for example, when pupils gathered information from texts for the history project on

Lee Brigg First School - 9
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toysin Year 1 and the collection of datain a'Year 2 science lesson.
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OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

The quality and range of Generdly broad and balanced, however, the curriculum for children under five
the curriculum isless secure.

Provison for pupilswith | Very good: Support staff are well briefed and make a sgnificant contribution
gpecid educationa needs | to pupils learning.

Provison for pupilswith | Severd recently admitted German pesking pupils are being effectively
English as an additiond supported through arange of appropriate strategies.

language

Provison for pupils Outstanding: Pupils are consistently encouraged to make persona responses
persond, including within lessons as well asin assemblies and a other times. They show through
spiritual, mord, socid and | their very good responses that they are aware of the impact of spiritua, mord,
culturd development socid and culturd issues on themselves and others.

How well the school cares | Good: Staff are very caring and want pupilsto do well. There are good
for its pupils procedures to support this aspect of the school’swork.

The school has detalled planning procedures to ensure that dl aspects of the Nationa Curriculum and
religious education are taught. The curriculum planning for the Foundation Stage whilst detailed does
not necessarily ensure congstency of children’s experiences as they move from Nursery to the beginning
of Key Stage 1 class. Pupils with specia educationd needs are very well supported through a system
of in-class support and withdrawa for specific skill development.

Pupils persona development is outstanding. The school provides awide range of opportunities,
including aresidentia experience for pupilsin Year 3, for pupilsto develop their socid skills. Spiritud
and culturd development are enhanced in many lessons and pupils are encouraged to make persond
responses for example, to stories and works of art. Teachers provide pupils with good examples of
socid and mord attitudes through their gpproach to pupils and lessons.

Staff know ther pupils well and support their development well. There are established procedures for
monitoring pupils persona and academic progress. However, the quality of teachers assessmentsis
variable and not dways sufficiently linked to attainment within the Nationd Curriculum and this reduces
their effectiveness.

The school works very well with parents. At the start to the day parents are encouraged into school to
st and read with their child before school begins. 1n most classes over hdf the pupils can be seen
reading to a parent or carer each morning from 8.45 until 9.00 0’ clock. This activity has had the effect
of continuing to raise reading Sandards. Parents are wdll informed about the work of the schoal,
athough many find the language of the Nationa Curriculum confusng. Annua reports for parents are
detailed and helpful dthough they do not dways clearly identify what pupils know and can do or what
they need to do to improve.

Lee Brigg First School - 11
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HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment
Leadership and Good: The headteacher provides good leadership and has st clear targets for
management by the the future development of the school. Subject co-ordinators have worked

headteacher and other key | hard to develop their roles but the monitoring of sandards is insufficiently
deff rigorous.

How wedll thegovernors | Very dfective: Governors are well informed and clear about their roles and
fulfil their responghilities | respongbilities. They have a good understanding of the strengths and
wesknesses of the school.

The school’sevaduation of | Effectiver Senior saff andlyse pupils performance using arange of appropriate

its performance data They compare the effectiveness of the school with smilar schools.
The drategic use of Good: Theteachers are well qudified and are deployed effectively. The
resources school has adequate resources to deliver dl aspects of the curriculum and

recent enhancement in the number of computers has improved pupils access
to them. The building iswel mantained and is a clean and welcoming
environment for pupils

The headteacher provides effective leadership for this school. She hasaclear view for the future
development of the school as an infant’s school. Subject co-ordinators have developed their monitoring
role with regard to the curriculum but not yet in terms of the standards pupils attain. The headteacher
ensures that governors are well informed and severd of them regularly observe the work of the school.
They are fully involved in drawing up the school’ s development plan and in setting the budget. They
monitor spending closely and seek to ensure best valuein al purchases.

There are sufficient well-qudified and experienced teachers and the support staff are dso well qudified.
They work in aclean and well-maintained school and enhance the learning environment with good
displays. The planned provison of an outdoor secure play areafor pupilsin the Reception class will
improve the provision for these pupils.

There are sufficient resources to support learning. The provison of awide range of reading books for

pupils to read at home alongside the reading scheme books in school, contributes to the high standards
pupils atain in reading.

Lee Brigg First School - 12
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PARENTS’ AND CARERS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parentswould like to see improved
Children enjoy school and make good progress. | - The qudity of information about pupils
Good |eadership and management. progress.

Good teaching. - The consstency of homework.

The school’ s high expectations of their children. | - The range of extra-curricular activities
Staff are approachable about any problems.

The school helps their children to become

mature and responsible.

Parents positive views are well founded. The qudity of information for parentsis generdly good but
ingpectors agree that pupils annud reports do not aways say how well pupils can perform or set clear
targets for future learning. The range of extra-curricular activitiesis limited, however, pupils have many
opportunities to enhance their learning through visiting musicians and theatre groups as well as many
trips and vidts, pupilsin Year 3 have the opportunity of aresdentid experiencein Hornsea. Reading
homework is used regularly but other subjects are more variable in effective use of homework.

Lee Brigg First School - 13
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’sresults and achievements

1

I nspectors based their judgements on an analysis of test and assessment results, direct
observations of pupilsin lessons and a detailed scrutiny of pupils present and past work.
Discussions were held with pupils where other evidence was limited to establish what pupils
knew and could do.

The early assessment of children on entry to the Nursery indicates that children’ s attainment on
entry coversthe full range, and overdl attainment isin line with expectations.

Most children enter the Reception class from the Nursery. (They enter the Reception class a
the start of the term of their fifth birthday. Children enter the Reception class three times each
year). After making good progress in the Nursery, their attainment is broadly just above
average on entry to Reception.

By the end of their Reception Y ear children are attaining standards which are broadly above
those expected in dl areas of learning. However, the number of pupils with special educationd
needs varies from year to year resulting in significant variations from year to year in the average
gtandard for the year group asawhole. The school seeksto identify these pupils as early as
possible in order to give effective support.

By the end of Key Stage 1 pupils are attaining sandards which are above the nationa average.
In the 2000 tests and assessments for seven-year-olds standards in reading were below the
national average for the proportion attaining the expected Leve 2 but above average for the
proportion attaining Level 2b or above and well above for the proportion attaining the higher
Levd 3. Standardsin writing were below the average for the proportion of pupils ataining the
expected Leve 2 or better, but well above the average for the proportion attaining Level 2b or
better and the higher Level 3. Standards in mathematics were close to the average for the
proportion of pupils attaining the expected Leve 2 or above and for Level 2b or above but well
below the average for the proportion attaining the higher Level 3. Standardsin science judged
by teachers assessments were well below the national average for pupils attaining the expected
Leved 2 or better. They were in line with the average for pupils attaining the higher Leve 3.

Thereis an underlying trend of risng sandards over the last few years, but overdl data shows a
fal in 2000. These figures reflect the impact of a significant number of pupils identified on the
specia educationa needs register at stage 3 or above who did not attain Leve 2 or better; but
the figures also show that the other pupils attained above average standards.

In comparison with Smilar schools, usng nationa benchmark information, on the 2000 test

results, standards in reading and writing were close to the average and standards in mathematics
were below average.

Lee Brigg First School - 14
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

From ascrutiny of pupils written work and their work in lessons inspectors judge that current
dandardsin Year 2 are a least in line with the nationally expected stlandards. Many pupils are
ataining above thisleve in reading, writing and mathematics. Standards in science are generdly
above those expected especidly in scientific investigations.

Boys are achieving well in their reading. Standards are well above average and boys are
ataining higher gandards than girls are, which is againg the nationd trend. Boys dso atain
dightly higher standards than girlsin writing and both are above the nationa average. In
mathematics both boys and girls attain standards close to the nationd average with boys just
above and girls just below.

From ascrutiny of pupils current and past work ingpectors judge that pupilsin Year 3 continue
to make at least sound progress.

Y ear 3 pupils are currently attaining standards which are above average in English and broadly
average in mathematics and science.

The school setsredlistic and challenging targets for the whole school and for individua pupils
attainment in nationa tests, based upon awide range of assessment information. The school
does not always achieve the targets set but effectively evauates the progress pupils make. The
managers of the schoal track the performance of individua pupils as they move through the
school and use thisinformation to measure the effectiveness of teaching and learning.

I ngpection evidence shows that pupils are ataining typicd standards in information and
communication technology in both key stages. Standards are rising as aresult of the recently
improved resources. For example, pupilsin Year 1 are able to produce smple pictures using
drawing software and are beginning to word-process some of their work. Pupilsin Years 2 and
3 access the Internet to gather information in support of their learning in the other subjects of the
curriculum.

Standards in religious education seen in lessons and written work are at least typicd of those
indicated in the localy agreed syllabus. Pupils make very good progressin their spiritua
understanding as well as learning about a number of rdigiousfaiths.

Standards in the other subjects of the curriculum are above those typically found in art and
music and typical of those expected in design and technology, geography and history and by the
end of Key Stage 1 and Year 3. Standards in physica education are typical of those expected
in Key Stage 1 and above the expected level in Year 3.

Standards in literacy and numeracy are above average by the end of Key Stage 1 and Year 3.
Pupils have many opportunities to use and extend their skills across the curriculum. For
example, pupilsin Year 2 are encouraged to use dictionaries in order to enhance their spelling in
history and aso collect and analyse data on pupils preferences when studying gpplesin science.

Lee Brigg First School - 15
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17.  Ovedl pupilsare achieving well. They enter the school with average levels of attainment in the
Nursery and by the end of Key Stage 1 are attaining standards generally above the nationa
average. Standardsin reading are well above average. In particular, pupils of average and
above average ability make good progress to attain above average and high standards by the
end of Key Stage 1 and Year 3. Boys are achieving particularly well in their reading and pupils
with specid educationd needs achieve well againg the targets identified in thair individud
education plans.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

18. Pupils attitudes, behaviour, persond development and relationships have al improved from the
good quality found a the last ingpection.

19. Pupils atitudes to the school are very good. They are very keen and eager to come to school
asthey find the curriculum stimulating and enjoy their work. For ingtance, inaYear 2
mathematics |esson ingpectors saw pupils answering quick-fire addition questions, eagerly and
enthusasticaly. All eyeswere on the teacher as they tried to hear the questions as early as
possible. InaYear 3 physica education lesson the work rate was very good as pupils explored
different ways of moving imaginatively. Pupils show very high levels of interest and involvement
in al aspects of school life. They look forward to extra-curricular activities including school
trips and resdentials. A display of ‘Our vigt to Wakefidd Museum’ shows that pupils
thoroughly enjoyed the visit and related work such asthe ‘toy trails to their work in class.
During an excdlent assembly about caring, nearly al pupils whispered “yes!” with excitement as
they were told they were about to Sing | have seen the light. Children in the Foundation Stage
are developing very pogitive habitsin their learning.

20. For example, inspectors observed high levels of concentration and sustained listening from
children in the library area, as the Nursery nurse explained what was happening in abig book
gory. Ther attitudes and behaviour are very good.

21, Behaviour is very good throughout the school. This makes a considerable contribution to pupils
progress and the family ethos of the school. The schoal isavery friendly, happy and orderly
place. Pupilsare very sensblein classsooms and assemblies. Lunchtime isavery pleasant socid
occasion where pupils mix very well together and enjoy each other’s company. At the end of
bresksin the playground pupils respond well to staff and form orderly lines ready to go back to
work. Pupilsare courteous and respectful towards staff and visiting adults. Inspectors did not
observe any instance of bad behaviour over the period of inspection. Pupils are trustworthy and
care for property. They respect their own property and that of others. Thereis hardly any litter
about the premises. Parents are rightly pleased a the qudity of behaviour. There were no
exclusons a this school in the last academic year and indeed, there have not been any for many
years.

22. Pupils show very high levels of initiative and respongbility. They are good at deciding what
learning resources and materias they need for their work. They are very keen to act as book,
library, post, register and milk monitors. They perform their duties conscientioudy and effectively.
In the playground boys of different ages distributed and later collected skittles used as god posts
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23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

without fuss

Relationships are very good. Parents are particularly pleased a how well older pupils care for
younger ones. Pupilslisten to, and value each other’ s contributions and achievementsin
lessons. They form very congtructive relationships with teachers and other adults. This begins
in the Nursery and develops as pupils grow. Pupils co-operate fully with teachers and other
deff at dl times.

Behaviour management by staff is good with a consstent whole school approach reinforcing the
behaviour code. Staff are extremdy patient with pupils in explaining why certain behaviour is
wrong. Through this, and much atention in persond, socid and religious education, pupils have
agood and clear understanding of the impact of their actions on others. Classroom rules are
sometimes discussed in circle times and pupils have played a strong role in developing
‘corridor rules'.

Pupils show very high levels of respect for the fedings, vaues and beliefs of others; for example,
in religious education. Inspectors were impressed by the level of respect evident in pupils
letters to members of an Indian music and dance group that visited the school recently.

These factors result in an atmosphere free from bad behaviour such as bullying, sexism and
racism. Bullying isnot aproblem. Parents and pupils told ingpectors that the school deals with
any problems quickly and effectively, and school records support this.

Enthusiasm for school is dso reflected in very good levels of attendance. The rate of attendance
iswell above the national average for this type of school. Unauthorised absence is dightly
above the nationd average. Punctudity is good and a smooth start is made to the school day.
Attendance has risen from the good levels found at the last inspection. The school andlyses
attendance statistics frequently and takes positive steps to resolve any concerns by taking up
any issues with parents.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

28.

29.

30.

Pupils are taught for dl subjects, by their class teacher, in their age group classes except for one
class of mixed Year 2 and 3 pupils. Two part-time teachers share the teaching of the Year 2
class.

Overdl the qudity of teaching is good and is strength of the school. Pupils respond well to their
teaching and make good progress throughout Key Stage 1 and Y ear 3 to attain broadly above
average standards by the end of Year 3.

During the ingpection 41 whole or part lessons were observed. All classes were observed for

their whole literacy and numeracy lessons. All teaching observed was at least satisfactory. 60%
of teaching was judged to be good or better with 26% judged to be very good or outstanding.
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31

32.

33.

35.

36.

The teaching of children under-five was dways at least satisfactory and occasiondly good.
Teachers have a secure understanding of how children in this age group learn and plan
appropriate experiences to enable them to make good progress. There are dways opportunities
for children to develop their language skills and socia development is very good. Children are
given many opportunities to develop early reading and writing skills, dthough teechers planning
records do not ensure that children who spend different lengths of time in the Nursery and
Reception classes receive similar learning experiences.

The teaching in Key Stage 1 is very good overdl. Intota 20 lessons were observed of which
two were outstanding, five very good, seven good and six satisfactory. Teachers have avery
good knowledge and understanding of the subjects they teach. They plan lessons effectively
and use arange of different gpproachesto deliver brisk and lively lessons which motivate pupils
of al abilities to work hard and make good progress. They organise their classsooms well and
manage pupils very well so that behaviour is dways very good. For example inaYear 2
numeracy |esson the teacher used arange of resources to encourage pupils to understand place
vaue and solve smple problems and as a result pupils made very good progress. Teachers
brief support staff very well enabling them to support pupils with specia educationa needs very
effectively.

Theteaching in Year 3isgood overdl. Intota 7 lessons were seen of which one was very
good, three good and three satisfactory. Teachers have secure subject knowledge and plan
lessons that chalenge pupils of dl abilities to achieve. Pupils consequently concentrate and
work hard and briskly to complete the tasks they are set, so ensuring that they make good
progress. Where teaching is very good teachers enthuse and motivate their pupils to achieve
very high sandards. For example, in a numeracy lesson the teacher’ s understanding of
mathematics clearly motivated the pupils to concentrate hard and to seek as many different
way's as possible to make 13p from a collection of coinsin the short time alowed.

Teachers plan lessons effectively and mark pupils work regularly. However, the qudity of
marking isinconsstent. Some teachers clearly identify what pupils know and can do and then
st clear targets for further development whilst others rely more on effective spoken comments
when marking work with pupils. However, in these cases there are few written comments to
help parents, when looking at the books with their child, to identify what they need to do to
improve.

The teaching of English seen was consstently good and never less than satisfactory. Teachers
have a secure understanding of the subject materia. They make effective use of the Nationa
Literacy Strategy to enable pupils to make good progress particularly in their reading.

The teaching of mathematicsis good. Teachers plan their lessons effectively using the Nationa
Numeracy Strategy to ensure that pupils are chalenged to make good progress.
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37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

Overdl the qudity of science teaching isgood. In the two lessons observed one was
satisfactory and the other outstanding. Teachers have secure subject knowledge and use a
variety of teaching methods, which promote good science learning and so pupils make good
progress. In the best lesson the teacher encouraged pupils to investigate thoroughly and to be
confident in identifying conclusons from their practica work. The quality of teaching has
improved since the last ingpection and thisis contributing to the improving standards.

The teaching of literacy is good overal and dl teachers make very good links between the
literacy programme and the other subjects of the curriculum. They frequently identify the
drategies being usad in literacy lessons and apply them in subjects such as history. For
example, inaYear 1 history lesson pupils used their knowledge of the aphabet to find
information in an index. Teachers encourage pupils to share their ideas; and as aresult pupils
listen and learn from their peers and teachersin informa and forma Situations.

The teaching of numeracy isgood. Teachers use pupils numeracy skillsto enhance their
learning in other subjects, such as when measuring in design and technology or presenting data
collected in their science lessons as bar charts and line graphs. 1n aphysica education lesson
the teacher used pupils knowledge of compass directions to give ingtructions for turning.

In the other subjects of the curriculum it was only possible to observe alimited number of
lessons during the ingpection and so judgements on the qudity of teaching in these individud
subjects are not reliable. However, it is possible to make an overdl judgement of the quality of
teaching in these subjects. There are few weaknesses in the teaching of any subject and in
genera the teaching seen of al subjects was good.

Where there were relative weaknesses and teaching was only satisfactory, teachers dlowed the
pace of learning to dow down from the brisk pace seen in many lessons.

Teachers assess pupils work but such assessments are not sufficiently linked to the expected
gandards within the National Curriculum. Also, they did not use assessment information to
identify work for children to do next with the result that work was not aways well matched to
the needs of dl pupils.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIESOFFERED TO
PUPILS?

43.

The curriculum offered to pupils meets statutory requirements and is broad and balanced.
Sufficient timeis given to dl Nationd Curriculum subjects to ensure adequate coverage. Pupils
are offered relevant learning experiences which maintain their interest and sometimes encourages
them to pursue their learning beyond the classroom. Provision for pupils with specid educationa
needsisgood. These pupils are well supported through well informed classroom assgtants.
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45,

46.

47.

48.

49,

The curriculum offered to the children in the Reception and Nursery classesis broadly satisfactory
but variable. Individua children spend varying lengths of timein the Nursery and Reception
classes. Planning for the Foundation Stage does not ensure that the appropriate early years
curriculum is covered coherently for al pupils as they move from Nursery to entry into Year 1.
While in the Nursery class, children experience a very wide range of gppropriate and stimulating
activities enabling them to make good progress towards the nationd early learning gods for three
to five year olds. Provision in the Reception classis generdly satisfactory but opportunities for
outdoor play and the children’s physical development are limited by the lack of an easily
accessible outdoor play area.

The school makes appropriate use of the Nationa Literacy and Numeracy Strategies. These are
implemented in al classesin both Key Stages. They are most effective where teachers use the
time we| and plan activities that chalenge and extend pupils of al abilities. In some lessons good
use is made of the find plenary session to review and extend learning and to set a challenge for
homework. Where the strategies are less effective, time is not well managed, the pace of the
lesson decreases and pupils begin to lose interest in what they are doing.

The provison for extra-curricular activitiesis satisfactory athough pupils have very limited
opportunitiesto join regular school clubs. The school organises avariety of vistsfor the pupils.
Vigtorsto the school dso enrich the curriculum. For example, pupils vidt aloca museum as part
of their history project and follow a‘toy trail’. Older pupils have the opportunity to take partin a
resdentia vidt. Recently avisting Indian musician played a variety of musica instruments to which
the pupils responded enthusiastically in their thank you letters and artwork. There is a successful
lunchtime maths club which is well supported by the pupils. They enjoy the chance to use maths
games and equipment and they consolidate their learning in doing so. However, the school
currently runs no other clubs for the pupils.

Thereisapolicy for promoting equa opportunities for al pupils and provison within the school is
satisfactory. For example, younger pupils have access to awide range of role-play activities and
dressing-up clothes where care is taken to avoid sereotyping. Boys are achieving well in reading
and writing, being above the nationd average in both. Asaresult, in the school’ s current
development plan, the performance of girlsis now being specificaly monitored. Pupils with specia
educationa needs have full access to the curriculum, for example, when working in smdll
withdrawd groups they follow asmilar programme to the main class.

Provison for persond, socia and hedlth education is very good. Thereisacomprehensive policy
for sex education, which islargely delivered through topics and themes and through planned
aspects of science. It is supported by visits from the school nurse and doctor and from parents.
Hedth education, including drugs education is part of the science curriculum. Pupils are
encouraged to bring fruit for playtime, which is supportive of education relating to heglthy eating.

The school has good links with the community and takes advantage of loca resources to enhance
the curriculum. For example, pupils vist the mining and fishing museums and invite local people
into school to talk about their Second World War experiences. To access information from
beyond the locdity, some pupils use the Internet. InaYear 3 lesson, for example, pupils
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50.

5l

52.

53.

55.

56.

successfully carried out some research about Audtrdia

The school has effective relationships with other loca schools. Some staff attend curriculum
liaison meetings to share expertise and ideas. Close links with the middle school ensure a smooth
transfer for Year 3 pupils.

Provison for the spiritud, mora, socid and cultural development of pupilsis excelent and a
grength of the school. The generd ethos of the schoal, with its warm and caring relationshipsis
very conducive to the development of understanding and awarenessin dl these areas. Every
opportunity is taken to promote pupils development in these areas and to integrate and extend
their development through al the subjects of the curriculum.

The school makes excellent provison for pupils spiritual development both in lessonsand in its
acts of worship. For example, ina 'Y ear 2 movement and drama lesson, pupils became totally
engrossed and absorbed in an African adventure and showed both emotiond and imaginative
responses to eventsin the sory. In awhole-school hymn singing session, aclear and directed
reflection time encouraged the pupils to focus on caring and kindness.

Acts of worship meet statutory requirements and make very good contributions to pupils spiritud,
mora, socid and cultural development. They are well planned to be broadly Chrigtian and
encourage pupils to explore and reflect on vaues such as caring and kindness and beliefs such as
forgiveness. Music is carefully chosen to create acam atmosphere a the start and end of
collective worship.

Provison for pupils mord development is very good. Competitions and assemblies promote
punctudity and atendance. In a Reception class lesson, pupils were helped to understand the right
way to treat a new member of the class who does not spesk English. Good behaviour is effectively
promoted, praised and rewarded in line with the school’ s behaviour policy.

The schoal offers excdlent opportunities for socia development both in the playground and in
lessons. Pupils are encouraged to take on a variety of respongbilities as monitors such as returning
the regigter to the office, digtributing and collecting resources and tidying the library. Lunchtime
routines encourage pupils to be independent in managing their own lunch trays. Year 3 pupils have
the opportunity to work independently in the corridor to create their own musical accompaniment
to adory. Activitiesin classrooms often require pupilsto work co-operatively. For example, ina
Year 1 class, pupils worked effectively in pairs to solve maths problems using money.

Provision for cultural development is excdlent and is afeature of the pupils work in art, music,
design and technology, literacy and geography. Teachers create stimulating displays and use
artefacts, pictures and photographs very effectively to promote pupils learning about their own
culture and that of others. Vistors such as an Indian musician greatly enhance the cultura
awareness of the pupils.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?
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57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

65.

The school has made some significant improvements to its provisons since the last ingpection,
for example, regarding monitoring and promoting good attendance and behaviour.

The schoal is effective in ensuring the hedlth, safety, care and protection of dl pupils.
Relationships are very good and the school understands and mests its obligation to ensure that
the welfare of pupilsis paramount.

Many positive steps are taken to ensure pupils health and safety; and the level and quality of
support are good. The school provides a safe and secure learning environment.  School staff
and the governing body frequently review the security arrangements. Pupils receive ahigh level
of supervison a dl times of the day. The governing body carries out regular reviews of the
comprehensive health and safety policy, and any consequent changes are introduced when

necessary.

Safety checks are carried out frequently by staff and governors during each school term.
Accident and emergency procedures are effective in deding with any problems. All staff are
trained and quaified to adminigter first aid. Firedrillsare carried out regularly and are
appropriately recorded.

The school has good links with the community which raise awareness of hedth and safety matters
for pupils. For example, the school nurseisaregular vistor to monitor pupils hedth and dso
give talksto pupils and staff on topics such as adlergies.

Arrangements for Child Protection are sound. The Loca Education Authority’ s procedures are
fully followed. Staff have sufficient awareness and knowledge of what they need to do, if they
have any concerns. The designated officer is appropriately trained to ded with any issues and
attends refresher training periodicaly.

The school has developed anumber of good qudity policies to support pupils with specid
dietary or medica needs. For example, there are comprehensive procedures regarding asthma.

Procedures to promote pupils  attendance are good. They are effective in raising levels of
attendance. There are frequent mentions in newdetters to parents about the importance of
punctuality and good attendance. Some class teachers give rewards or treats for 100%
attendance over along period.

The school’ s procedures for monitoring and promoting good behaviour are very effective. An
incident book records details of any serious and bad behaviour and this alows the school to
identify any worrying patterns and trends. On the rare occasions that there are problems, this
information is used effectively to monitor and track progress. Pupils are encouraged to gpproach
daff or place anotein the box near the main door if they fed they are being bullied. Very good
use is made of avariety of rewards and sanctions. Good work assemblies include specia
mentions and awards for kindness and good behaviour.
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66.  Theeducationd and persona support and guidance given to pupilsis good overdl. The school
has sound procedures to monitor and support pupils academic development. A wide variety of
tests are carried out periodicaly from Nursery onwards. Records of abilities and skill levelsin dl
curriculum subjects and samples of topic work are included in each pupil’sfile. Through this,
gaff have plenty of information about how well pupils are getting on. However, the information
gathered isinsufficiently linked to the Sandards identified in the Nationd Curriculum. There are
good procedures to monitor and support pupils persond development. Pupils filesinclude
details about their attitudes towards the curriculum, peers and adults. Thereisaso much
information about levels of confidence, response to respongbilities and socid skills. This enables
teachers to monitor each pupil’ s development well and to provide appropriate advice and

support where necessary.

67.  Thequdlity of assessment varies across the school. Congiderable information is gathered
regarding pupils academic progress, but its use by teachers, to inform their curriculum and
lesson planning is unsatisfactory so reducing the pace of learning and the progress pupils make.
The school has largely addressed the key issue of the last ingpection regarding assessment but its
use to inform planning remains under-devel oped.

68.  The school’s procedures for identifying and supporting pupils with specid educationd needs
fully meet the code of practice. The governor responsible for specid educationd needsis
knowledgesble and wdll informed.

69.  Theschool currently has three pupils whose first language is German who joined the school
recently. Ingpectors commend the school’ s efforts to support these pupils in tackling language
difficulties. The school has taken quick and effective action in these cases. For example, help
from teachers and support assstants iswell focused. The headteacher has dso engaged help
from aloca high school and specidist support from the Local Education Authority.

70.  There are effective procedures in place to monitor the achievements of different groups of
pupils. The information has resulted in the identification of girlS wesker attainment as an issue
to be tackled in the school’ s devel opment plan.

71.  The school monitors attendance well and frequently andyses rdlated data. This informs and
focuses the help given by the school in individua cases and has a good impact on atendance.
The registers are checked frequently by the head-teacher. There are rigorous procedures to
follow up any unauthorised absence, including atelephone cal to parents on the first day of
absence. An educationd welfare officer attends the school each term and gives appropriate
support to the school and families. Staff are consistent in record keeping and keen to establish
good patterns of attendance at school.

72.  Theschool hasavery well developed behaviour policy including procedures to involve parent,
gaff and the governing bodly if it becomes necessary. The effective implementation of this
policy has led to the very good behaviour seen in the school. There has been no need to
exclude apupil for avery long time.
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HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

73.

74,

75.

76.

77.

Parents have positive views of the school. The meeting held with parents was positive and they
are very supportive of the school’swork. Repliesto the ingpection questionnaire, and
reponses given a the parents: meeting with ingpectors show that parents have much
confidence in the school and the quality of education provided. All parents replying to the
questionnaire said that their children enjoy school. All those expressing aview sad that: the
school iswdl led and managed,; teaching is good and; the school has high expectations for their
children. Almost dl parents fed thet their children are making good progress. They find that
saff are very approachable when there are problems. They are pleased with behaviour and
say that the school is helping their children to become mature and responsible. Inspection
findings confirm thet al these views are firmly based.

A few parents fed that homework isinconsstent. Although the school has awritten palicy, the
frequency and type of homework for each classis not clear to parents. The headteacher is
aware of this and has plansto provide better and more specific information shortly.

A few parents are disgppointed at the range of extra-curricular activities offered. Although
schoal clubs are limited, pupils do have many visitors and schoal trips to enrich their learning.
Thereisdso aresdentia opportunity for Year 3 pupils, and so overdl provison is satisfactory.

Links with parents are very effective and their involvement has a very good impact on the work of
the school. The contribution of parents to children’s learning, at school and a home, is good.
These factors represent sgnificant improvement since the last ingpection.

The qudity of information to parents, especidly about pupils progressis generdly good. This
represents improvement from the satisfactory qudity at the last ingpection. Pupils annud reports
provide afull picture of their academic, persona and socid development. They provide clear
information about what pupils know, can do and understand. Although reports are usually good,
ingpectors found that a smal number give only generd comments about progress and missthe
opportunity of setting clear learning targets. This reflects afew parents concerns about the
information they receive regarding their children’s progress. A very good source of information
for parentsisthe ‘ newsboard” where pupils can, and do, write about anything they wish, for
example “| went to xxxx's birthday party —it was good”. Noticeboards around the school are
well placed giving avariety of information, for example, about the school’s * golden rules’, nationa
initiatives and strategies. The school prospectus and governors annuad reports are well detailed
about the school’ s policies and procedures. Booklets such as Reading is Fun and Home
Numeracy give parents vauable advice and tips to support learning a home. The school sends
home newd etters frequently and these effectively keep parents abreast of developmentsin the life
of the school. Thisincludes useful information about forthcoming work, schoal trips and topics of

study.
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78.

79.

80.

81.

The schoal is highly successful in drawing in dl parents in anumber of ways. Many parents
comeinto classes at the start of morning or afternoon sessions; and help to settle pupils by
supporting reading and other activities. Thisisavery strong fegture of this school. It makesa
very good contribution to pupils learning and the family ethos of the school. For example,
ingpectors observed many parents giving very effective support in literacy and computer work
across the school. The parents and teachers association (‘ The Friends of Lee Brigg School’)
organises anumber of socid and fund-raising events each year. The group raisesa
consderable amount of money for the school and thisis used to buy additiond learning
resources or support schoal activities. For example, the group has recently bought computers
and mugcd instruments. Following the recent visit to school by an Indian music and dance
group, some money is earmarked to buy some musica instruments from that culture.

A number of parents give their time generoudy to helping in school. They ligten to the more able
readers to develop reading with expression. They dso help in the library and accompany
schooal trips.

The school has afirmly established home/school agreement with its parents and this is effective
in maintaining very good relaionships. There are very good arrangements to induct new pupils
to school. These arrangements are flexible to meet individua needs and include a programme of
home visits and integration sessons in the Nursery. Prospective pupils have the benefit of many
sessions to meet staff and experience classroutines. These factors are very effective in giving
new pupils confidence to begin schooal life.

Home/school records and parents commentsin pupils annua reports indicate that parents give much
support to their children’slearning & home.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

82.

83.

The headteacher has established a clear direction for the work of the school to continue to
improve standards and the quality of education. Asthe leader of a strong team and supported
well by other senior managers, she has evauated the strengths and weaknesses of the school
clearly and is now planning gppropriately for its future development. This consultative and co-
operative gpproach is enabling subject co-ordinators to begin to make afull contribution to the
development of the schooal.

Thereisavery good ethos in the school with a drive towards improving standards and an
atmogphere that enables dl pupilsto learn in a postive and caring school society. The school’s
improvement plan is detailed and over recent years has had a clear impact on improving
gtandards and the qudity of education. The plan reflects the aims of the school and is used by
the headteacher, governors and staff as an effective tool for school improvement.
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85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

The school’sams are clearly reflected in the daily work of the school. Teachers consstently
lead by example promoting the very good relationships and positive behaviour of pupils. Ther
concentration and hard work and their care for one another positively enhances their learning
and the standards they achieve.

The managers and the governors have addressed effectively the key issues identified in the last
ingpection. They share acommitment to improve after the last ingpection and have done so.
The school has the capacity to not only sustain the current standards, progress and good quality
of itswork but to enhance them dill further.

The governing body effectively carries out itsrole. 1t iswell informed and governors are
committed to their work. They ensure that they fulfil their statutory respongibilities effectively
and they have monitored the implementation of the nationa Strategiesfor literacy and numeracy.
Thereis agood committee structure, which enables the governing body to work efficiently.

Governors through their programme of monitoring the work of the school have avery clear
picture of the school’ s strengths and wesknesses. They are well informed by managers and
seek to set chdlenging priorities for the future development of the school as an infant’s school.
They are fully involved in producing the school’ s development plan and have established a
secure process for linking the plan with their setting of the school’s budget. The deficit budget
identified in the last ingpection has been managed effectively so that the current budget has a
amdl surplus

The headteacher has analysed the recent results of nationa assessments in depth to evauate the
overall effectiveness of the school. She aso compares the school’ s effectiveness with that of
amilar schools. More recently, subject co-ordinators have analysed every pupil’ s performance
in nationa assessments in English, mathematics and science to identify any specific wesknesses
inthelr attainment in these subjects. Thisanalyss hasidentified that teachers assessments need
further development and moderation so that they more closely match the levels of attainment
identified in the Nationa Curriculum.

Subject co-ordinators play their full part in the management of the school. They are well
informed and their monitoring of teachers planning records eech haf term is aready improving
the quality of education for pupils by ensuring they provide chalenging materid for pupils. They
have begun to monitor pupils work in their subjects and have identified the inconsstency in
teachers assessments as an issue to address.

The school has well-established procedures for the induction of new staff. The governors have
established clear procedures for the performance management of staff and have recently set
clear and chdlenging targets for the headteacher to achieve.

There are very effective and efficient systems of financia control. The good use of computer
systems ensures that governors receive regular budgetary information in order to monitor
gpending and ensure that the agreed priorities are being met.

The governors are applying the principles of ‘best value'. They are provided with aclear
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93.

94.

andysis of the school’ s standards compared to nationa figures and those of smilar schools. All
spending is carefully considered and targeted through the school’ s development plan. Recent
developmentsin information and communication technology have been fully costed. Governors
seek to ensure good value for money in purchases. Asaresult of the above average standards
being achieved, the good quality of teaching and the effective use of resources the school gives
good vaue for money.

There are sufficient well-qualified and experienced teachers and support staff. Pupils with specid
educational needs are well supported by both teachers and classroom support assistants to make
good progress. The school makes effective use of parent volunteers to support aspects of its
work.

The school building provides agood range of accommodation. There are sufficient classrooms
and there isa hdl, with afloor suitable for bare-foot indoor physica education. The building is
well appointed and in good decorative order. The cleaning staff are very effective and the school
provides awe coming environment for pupilsto learn and play. The schooal is further enhanced
by awide range of well presented displays of pupils work, which celebrate their achievements.
There are safe outdoor play areas, which have gppropriate play markings for children from the
Nursery to use. The planned safe outdoor area for use by children in the Reception classis
intended to overcome the current deficiency.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

95.

96.

97.

In order to continue to improve the quaity of education and raise standards the governors,
headteacher and staff should:

Further develop teachers assessment of pupils work and progress so that it is more closdy
linked to Nationd Curriculum atainment levels and better informs teachers planning procedures
by: (34, 42, 66, 67, 77, 88, 121, 130, 141, 148, 155, 158, 162, 171, 178)

Developing procedures to moderate teachers assessments of pupils progress.

Using assessment information to set targets for individual pupils achievement.

Ensuring that teachers use assessment information to guide their curriculum and lesson

planning

Improve the provison for Foundation Stage pupils by: (31, 44, 103)
Deveoping a coherent learning programme for dl pupils from entry to the Nursery to the
end of the Reception Year.

(The numbers shown (....) refer to the paragraph which identify the issues shown.)
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS
Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection
Number of lessons observed 39
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 17
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection
Excdlent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfacto Poor Very Poor
ry
5 18 33 38 0 0 0

The table gives the percentage of teaching observed in each of the seven categories used to make

judgements about |essons.

I nformation about the school’ s pupils

Pupilson the schoal’sroll Nursery | YR-Y4
Number of pupils on the school’srall (FTE for part-time pupils) 26 136
Number of full-time pupils digible for free school meds na 7
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery | YR-Y4
Number of pupils with statements of specia educationa needs na 2
Number of pupils on the school’ s specia educationa needs register na 19
English as an additional language No of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additiond language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usud time of first admission 8
Pupils who left the school other than at the usud time of leaving 4

Lee Brigg First School - 28




Draft 8 — 14" March 2001.

Attendance

Authorised absence %
School data 96.1
Nationa comparative data 94.4

Confidential
Unauthorised absence %
School data 04
Nationa comparative data 0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1

Year | Boys | Girls | Totd
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 1 for the 2000 23 22 45
latest reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Boys 20 20 22
Numbers of pupils a Girls 17 18 19
NC level 2 and above Total 37 38 41
Percentage of pupils School 82 (91) 84 (93) 91 (87)
a NC level 2 or above National 84 (82) 85 (83) 90 (87)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 19 21 20
Numbers of pupils a Girls 17 16 17
NC levd 2 and above Totd 36 37 37
Percentage of pupils School 80 (84) 82 (84) 82 (84)
a NC level 2 or above National 84 (82) 83 (86) 88 (87)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin thelast school year

Confidential

No of pupils Fixed period | Permanent

Black — Caribbean heritage 0 Black — Caribbean heritage 0 0
Black — African heritage 0 Black — African heritage 0 0
Black — other 0 Black — other 0 0
Indian 0 Indian 0 0
Pakistani 0 Pakistani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 0 Chinese 0 0
White 132 White 0 0
Any other minority ethnic 4 Other minority ethnic 0 0
group groups

Thistable refers to pupils of compulsory school age
only.

Teachers and classes

Qualified teachersand classess YR -Y4

Thistable gives the number of exclusions of pupils of compulsory school
age, which may be different from the number of pupils excluded.

Financial information

Totd number of qudified teechers (FTE) 8 Financid year 1999/2000
Number of pupils per qualified teecher 20
Average classsze 23 £
FTE means full-time equivalent Tota income 313,405
Education support gaff: YR-Y4 Tota expenditure 319,175
Tota number of education support staff 4 Expenditure per pupil 1663
Tota aggregate hours worked per week 119 Baance brought forward from 17,500
previous year
Balance carried forward to next 11,730
year
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Qualified teachersand support staff:
Nursery

Tota number of quaified teechers (FTE) 1

Number of pupils per qualified teacher 26

Tota number of education support staff 2

Total aggregate hours worked per week

Number of pupils per FTE adult 26

FTE means full-time equival ent.

Results of the survey of parentsand carers
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Questionnairereturn rate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the schoal is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

Theteaching is good.
| am kept wel informed about how my child is

Qgetting on.

| would fed comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The schoal is heping my child become mature
and responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outsde lessons.

Confidential
Number of questionnaires sent out 162
Number of questionnaires returned 48
Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know
33 15 0 0 0
29 16 0 1 1
26 17 0 0 3
15 16 10 1 4
29 16 0 0 2
21 14 9 3 0
31 14 2 0 1
32 13 0 0 3
22 18 6 0 1
30 17 0 0 1
27 17 1 0 2
17 14 7 3 2

Lee Brigg First School - 32




Draft 8 — 14" March 2001. Confidential

PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE
CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

Judgements are made from the evidence gathered during nine lesson observations and from
scrutinising children’s work and photographs of ther activities. In addition, discussons were held
with teachers, documents and assessment results were analysed and children were heard reading.

Pupils in the Foundation Stage (the Nursery and Reception classes) are on course to reach the
expected targets for the end of the Reception Year in dl the Sx areas of learning in the Foundation
Stage curriculum. In three of these areas of learning: communication, language and literacy,
mathematical development and personal, socid and emotiona development children exceed the
nationa expectations for children of this age.

The Nursery offers children avery good start to school life. Most children enter the Nursery
between 3 years 3 months and 3 years 8 months and their development largely matcheswhét is
expected of children at thisage. By the time children enter the Reception class, they exceed
nationa expectations in reading, writing, mathematics and persona and socia development. This
is due to good teaching, the high expectations staff have of the children and the careful
management and organisation of the children within the Nursery.

Children make satisfactory progress in the Reception class and the emphasis on literacy,
mathematics and personal and socid skills hel ps to ensure they leave the Foundation Stage with
above average levels of achievement in those areas. However, children spend differing lengths of
time in the Nursery and Reception classes and this can affect the range of learning experiences
they recaive.

The quality of teaching in the Foundation Stage is satisfactory overall. Teachers, Nursery nurses,
classroom assistants and other adult helpers work well together and good support is given to
children with specia educational needs. In the most effective lessons, teachers have a good
understanding of the needs of young children and plan and provide activities that meet those needs
enabling children to learn and to be successful; for example, when children used a Roamer to
support their counting and number recognition skills. They give clear explanaions and ingructions
50 that children’ s knowledge and understanding is extended. L ess effective teaching occurs when
the learning intentions are not sufficiently specific, the pace of the lesson is dow and the time is not
well managed. In these lessons children make less progress because they are not adequately
chdlenged.

Lee Brigg First School - 33



Draft 8 — 14" March 2001. Confidential

103.

Long and medium term planning has not yet been sufficiently developed to meet the requirements
of the curriculum guidance for the Foundation Stage. It does not ensure that al children
experience dl aspects of the curriculum, irrespective of the time spent in the Nursery or Reception
class. The school has recognised the need to review the planning and to update the children
individuad profilesto record their curricular experiences accurately. Current arrangements for the
transfer of children from the Nursery to the Reception class mean that the youngest children only
have one term in the Reception class before moving into Year 1, whilst the oldest children have up
to three termsin the Reception class. This, together with the lack of coherent planning across the
Foundation Stage, leads to inequdity of opportunity in learning experiences for some children.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

104.

By the end of the Foundation Stage, childrens standards of achievement in this area are above
nationd expectations. They display high levels of involvement in activities and are confident to try
new activities. They maintain good concentration and St still when required, for example, when
observed ligtening to the story of Naughty Nick in the Nursery class. Reception class children
are dear and confident about lunchtime routines and show good independence in managing their
lunch trays. Mogt talk willingly about the food they like or didike. Relationships with each other
and with adults are positive. Children are happy and secure, seeking help and support as they
need it. They collaborate well, for example, when using scissors and colours in adrawing and
tracing activity. Behaviour is good and often very good in class and around the school.

Communication, Language and Literacy

105.

106.

Childrens standards of attainment, particularly in reading and writing, are above nationd
expectations by the end of the Foundation Stage. 1n the Nursery, most children spesk clearly and
audibly when talking about their tracings and drawings. In aPhyscal Exercise lesson they
responded well to ingtructions and explanations about body shapes and spinning. In the
Reception class, most children compose their own simple sentences. Letters are largely correctly
formed and show good pencil control. Lower attaining children attempt to write independently
but their pencil control islesswell developed so that |etters are recognisable but not correctly
formed. When sharing their news, most children are quiet and attentive. They are enthusiagtic
about making a contribution but not al find it easy to take their turn.

Higher attaining children read smple stories fluently with little support. When encouraged they use
phonic skills to tackle new words. They show understanding and enjoyment when talking about
the sories. Lower ataining children largdly rely on learning the story by heart but are beginning to
recognise afew individua words. They make little use of phonic skills and knowledge in their
reeding.
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Mathematical Development

107.

By the end of the Foundation Stage, childrens mathematical development is above nationa
expectations. Pupils experience awide range of effective mathematicd activities in the Nursery
involving number work and counting, two dimensona and three-dimensona shapes, learning the
months of the year through a birthday book and exploring water and wet and dry sand. They
build on these experiences in the Reception class so that higher attaining children are secure in
counting to 20 and identify the biggest number from a group of three such as 6, 8 and 18. Most
children understand smple addition and subtraction to 10 in practica activities and can identify 1
more than a given number. They use language such as shorter than /longer than and less
than/more than gppropriately. \When working with money, they recognise 1p, 2p and 5p coins
and can say what, for example, 2p + 2p makes. Lower attaining children tackle the same tasks
but are not yet secure when counting to 10. When recording their work, lower ataining pupils are
more dependent on adult support.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World

108.

Childrens atainment in this area of learning isin line with nationa expectations. In the Nursery
children have arange of appropriate opportunities, for example to use the computer, learn about
the properties of wet and dry sand and water through practical activities and see how ingredients
change when mixing and cooking. In topic work, they learn about buildings such as castles and
vigt afam. They find out about the difference between day and night. Children in the Reception
class name and describe materials such as metal and plastic. They use their senses such astaste
and samdll to explore and investigate materids. They develop good informeation and
communication technology skills such as operating a program and a mouse, and use the mouse to
drag and position objects with some accuracy. They sdect from amenu, print out their work and
use smple text, sounds and images. When working on a project about pulling and pushing,
children used gppropriate language to describe what was happening when they blew bubblesin
the water tray and blew paint across paper. They found it more difficult to explain how we can

tel it isawindy day.

Physical Development

109.

110.

Childrens physica skillsarein line with nationa expectations. The Nursery has good outdoor
provison enabling pupils to make appropriate progress. Asaresult in aPhysica Exerciselessonin
the hall, Nursery children showed very good control and co-ordination when moving and balancing.
However, progressis limited for children in the Reception class as they have no direct accessto an
outdoor play area. They therefore have no opportunity to use whedled toys and only use climbing
equipment in the school hal. The school has identified thislack of provison and plansare in place
to create a secure outdoor play areafor the Reception class. Interim arrangements have been made
to dlow the Reception children more accessto the hdl. In the hdl, these children enjoy moving
around acircuit. They are beginning to control their movements sufficiently, for example, to balance
aquoit on ther heads while moving under and over hurdles and negotiating small boxes. Ina
movement lesson, children skipped, tiptoed and strode with control and changed their speed to
meatch the music. Their movements to music however, generdly lacked imagination and purpose.

Childrens manipulative skills are developed through the use of pencils, pens, brushes and arange
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of tools. They have accessto avariety of construction and modelling materias such as clay,
dough, bricks and mohilo.

Creative Development

111.

Childrens atainment in thisarea of learning isin line with nationa expectetions. A wide variety of
good qudity experiences are available to the pupilsin the Nursery. Role-play areassuch asa
hospital and a toyshop promote imaginative play as well as speaking and ligening skills. When
painting, children mix their own colours sometimes with good effect. They make three-
dimensiond modeds from dough and junk and experiment with different materids when making a
collage. They usewax ress, printing, rubbing, cutting and sticking to creste different effects.
Many of these activities continue in the Reception class but the lack of gppropriate intervention
from staff sometimes limits the progress children make. For example, when asked to creste
windy day paintings and collages, some children did not plan their work first and others were
unable to mix the colours to match what they wanted to paint.

English

112.

113.

114.

Overdl, standards in English are above the nationa expectation. Standards for seven-year-olds
have improved since the time of the last ingpection when they were in line with nationd
expectations. Standards in reading have been rising steadily over the last few years with a small
drop in 2000. Standards in writing have shown some decline while remaining above the nationd
average. By theend of Year 3 pupils are attaining standards which are above those expected.

In the 2000 nationd assessments for seven-year-olds the proportion of pupils ataning the
expected Leve 2 or better was just below the nationa average in reading and writing. However,
the proportion of pupils attaining the higher stlandards of Level 2b and Leve 3 was well above the
nationa average for both reading and writing. When compared with smilar schools pupils are
attaining standards close to the average.

Whilst standards have been generdly risng over the last few yearsthe overdl fal in gandardsin
2000 resulted from a higher than average number of pupils with specia educationa needsin this
particular group of pupils. Boys attain higher standards than girlsin both reading and writing
which isadirect contrast with the nationa picture. The school is actively reviewing results and has
identified in the school’ s devel opment plan the need to raise the atainment levels of girls.
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115.

116.

117.

Overdl sandards in spesking and listening are a least average with many of pupils achieving
above the average. Pupils throughout the school listen attentively, as when the headteacher told
the Bible story of The Prodigal Son in assembly. When a child in the Reception class shared his
expertise about diesdl engines with the class, the children demongtrated they had been listening
well from the relevant questions they then asked him. When planning a book for the Reception
class, pupilsin Year 1 discussed their ideas well and shared their spellings. Pupilsin Year 2
showed how well they listen when they suggested appropriate explanations for words and phrases
such as‘invan' and ‘mournful’ from their understanding of the dlass story. Throughout the key
stage, pupils make good progress, listen attentively to their teacher and each other, and
confidently explain their ideas, particularly at the beginning and end of lessons. They listen to each
other well when working in pairs, as when planning their desgninat in Year 2. Pupilsin Year 3
discussed the language in a short story, distinguishing between modern and traditiond language.
Pupils showed good understanding of how language is used when they provided reasons for their
suggestions and occasiondly disagree. Everyone, including the teacher, listened to everyone dse.
As one pupil suggested replacing children with the word young as more likely to be found in
older books which was accepted by dl. Another pupil suggested the word rival asbeing an
older word, but athird pupil quotes Pokemon stories as using rival, so on that authority, rival is
not added to the list.

Standards in reading are above average. A good boost to pupils reading standards throughout
the school comes from well-established custom of parents or carers coming into school with their
children and reading with them for fifteen minutes every day before school. In most classes over
half the pupils are supported in thisway. In addition there is awide range of reading books for
pupils to read a home alongside the reading scheme booksin school. This contributes to the high
standards pupils attain in their reading. In shared reading sessions with the teacher, pupils read
with good expression and intonation, taking note of the punctuation to help them read accurately.
Their reading and their responses to teachers questions about the text show that pupils have a
good understanding of what they read. Pupilsin Year 2 showed well above average
undergtanding of the imagery in what is a chalenging story for their age. Pupilsin Year 3, dready
good readers, have well developed independent research skills, above average for their age,
which complement their learning in literacy and other subjects. Stimulated by the school vist of an
Indian musician, pupils researched the Indian instruments the musician brought — tabla, flute,
saraangi, Star —finding books and information on the Internet, and then Indiaitsef. From reading
different stories about the Creation, pupils researched the countries where the stories originated
and shared the information with the class.

Standards in writing are a least average with numbers of pupils achieving above the average for
their age. Visting the toy museum in Wekefield for their history topic helps pupilsin Year 1 to
develop ther understanding of old and new and provides a stimulus for different kinds of writing.
They write areport about their vist. They draw and label toys and describe them effectively in
history. They create their own book ‘ Toys around the world” with a cover, title and *blurb’ about
the book on the back, for example ‘ This book is about water toys and spinning toys .
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118.

119.

120.

121.

Handwriting shows increasing control with letters of appropriate size and position, spaces
between words and full stops and capitd lettersin place. The spelling of short common words is
generdly accurate, with pupils using their good knowledge of the sound system to spell longer
words, such as bissy for busy and cud for could. Ther writing generaly is above average for
thelr age and length of timein school. Mogt pupilsin Year 2 are writing a the level expected for
their age with afew above average. Many are joining their handwriting but some not congstently
yet. Intheir recounts of the stories of Ramaand Sitaiin religious education and the Gunpowder
Plot in history, most sequence their stories appropriately so they make sense, with basic
punctuation in place, but speech marks are not consstently used by some. Their spdling of more
common words becomes consistently accurate and they use awider vocabulary and more varied
sentence structures which helpsto create interest for the reader.

Teachers utilise pupils enthusasm for learning, further generated by visits and vistors, to provide
ared audience for pupils writing and increase their range. For example, pupilsin Years1 and 3
write enthusiastic letters of thanks to the Indian musician who visited the school. One Year 3
pupil wrote, ‘1 can’t believe how you moved your hands so fast” and ‘1 liked the sitar because of
the low notes'.

The standard of the writing in Year 3 isabroadly average, with afew pupils above the average.
Pupils write gppropriately for different purposes and use joined writing consstently. Their writing
is neat and well presented. They use punctuation appropriately. Their spelling is often accurate
and they use dictionaries or each other, to check when not sure.

The quality of teaching seen was mostly good and very good, and was aways at least satisfactory.
Thisisahbig improvement on the last ingpection when teaching varied from good to unsatisfactory
but was mainly satisfactory. Teachers have a secure grasp of the subject materia and the
Nationa Literacy Strategy to deliver effective lessons. They are particularly good when leading
the shared reading sessions which are developing good expression in pupils reading. Teachers
make use of every opportunity to reinforce learning and to relate current work to that donein
previous lessons. In the most effective lessons, teachers adopt a brisk pace and motivating syle
which ensure that pupils are involved and learning. In many lessons teachers provide activities
which challenge pupils and extend their learning. In afew lessonsthe pace is relaively dow and
activities not timed so some pupils become restless and achieve less. In some activities seen
pupils spent too much time copying from aworksheet and so achieved rdatively little, with
insufficient chalenge for the higher ataining pupils. Pupils are now given individud targetsto
improve their literacy. These arein addition to overal performance target for each class.
Teachers are not yet congistent in how they use these targets to raise sandards. For example,
marking for older pupils does not consstently refer to pupils targetsin suggesting how to improve
their writing.
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122.

Thereisawdl-established, regular programme of monitoring the teaching of literacy lessons. As
this ingpection has shown, the literacy lesson is now well embedded, and shared sessions are very
successful. The school’s monitoring has yet to focus on the group activities in the literacy hour,
and their ability to chalenge dl levels of atainment, aswell astherole of the teacher in guided
writing and reading groupsin the literacy hour. The school is monitoring the performance and
progress of girlsin reading and writing to check they are not underachieving as results in recent
nationd tests might indicate.

M athematics

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

During the ingpection, evidence was gathered through the observation of Sx mathematics lessons
and by scrutinising pupils exercise books and maths folders. The policy and scheme of work for
mathematics were examined and discussions were held with the co-ordinator for mathematics and
the headteacher. The use of mathematicsin other areas of the curriculum was aso noted.

By the end of Key Stage 1 results of recent nationa tests show that pupils are achieving below
average compared with the nationd results and below in comparison with similar schools.
However, alarger than norma number of pupils with specia educationa needs lowered overdl
figuresfor the schoal. Girls perform worse than boys though nationdly boys and girls attain the
same. Higher ataining pupils perform lesswdll in mathematics than in reading and writing. There
is some variation between the outcomes of teachers assessment and test/task results. Inspection
findings, however, show that attanment in the current Year 2 is broadly in line with nationdl
expectations. The Nationa Numeracy Strategy is now well in place and the school is beginning to
make good use of the analysis of test results to ensure that al aspects of the mathematics
curriculum are adequately taught. Test results show that standards have been fdling over the last
three years. However, both the current inspection findings and those of the last ingpection show
gtandards of work in classsroomsto bein line with nationa expectations.

Pupils make at least satisfactory progress by the end of Key Stage 1 while pupils with specia
educationa needs make good progress. These pupils receive effective support from classroom
assstants who are well informed and prepared by the class teachers.

Pupilsin Year 3 perform in line with nationa expectations and generadly make satisfactory
progress. However, the pace of progress for higher attaining pupilsis more limited as the planned
activities are not aways sufficiently chalenging. In this areathere has been no improvement since
the last ingpection.

The limited evidence available showed some use of mathematica skills and knowledge in other
subjects. For example, inaYear 3 physica education lesson, work on directiona movement and
turning offered effective reinforcement of some earlier mathematica learning on point of the
compass. InaYear 2 science lesson good use was made of graphs to record investigation
results. Teachers use opportunities to practise counting, addition and subtraction, for example,
when taking the register and at lunchtime.

InYear 1 pupils build on their number skills developed in the Nursery and Reception classes.
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129.

130.

131.

They count accuratdly in twos to twenty and in fives and tens to one hundred. Higher attaining
pupils understand the place vaues of tens and units and tackle the addition of 1p, 2p, and 10p
coins with confidence. Year 2 pupils confidently recite the two, five and ten times table and most
count accurately backwards and forwards in tens from any given number. They link their counting
to reading 50g and 100g measures on scales and higher attaining pupils read round the scaein
tens. Inwork on directiond language and turning, Y ear 3 pupils are not able to name the unit of
measure for angles but carry out activities using co-ordinates efficiently. More able pupils begin to
locate map features using co-ordinates and successfully give three consecutive ingructionsto a
controllable toy to makeit draw asquare. In number work, pupils successfully investigate
different ways of making 13p and recite the three times table. They begin to use number facts
from the table to identify what, for example, isthe answer to 24 divided by 8.

The quality of teaching overdl isgood. This represents a significant improvement since the last
ingpection when thirty-six per cent of teaching observed was unsatisfactory. In both key stages,
pupils with specia educationa needs are well supported by classroom assistants and make good
progress. Where teaching is most effective, the activities planned match the needs of dl pupils
very well, lessons are brisk and lively and gppropriate resources are used well. In these lessons
pupils are fully engaged, enthusiastic and make very good progress. InaYear 2 lesson, for
example, where pupils were using their knowledge of counting in tens to solve number problems,
the use of individua whiteboards and clear time limits ensured that al pupils worked hard and
responded well. Less effective teaching was seen when higher attaining pupils were not
aufficiently chalenged and they did not make the progress of which they are capable. Indl the
lessons observed, pupils behaviour was good and they showed interest, concentration and
independence. Opportunities for pupilsto work in pairs and small groups make a good
contribution to pupils socid development.

There is now amathematics policy and a satisfactory scheme of work. Teacher’s weekly
planning in Key Stage 1 is generdly stisfactory but in Key Stage 2 is unsatisfactory as insufficient
condderation is given to planning activities to extend and challenge the higher ataining pupils.
Statutory test and task results are analysed and targets for groups and individuals are set.
However, the linking of pupils work to Nationd Curriculum levelsin order to monitor the
standards being achieved is under-developed. The school recognises the need to raise the leve of
attainment in mathematics and thisis akey objective in the school’ s development plan.

The mathematics co-ordinator is enthusiastic and well trained. She has worked alongside
colleagues to support the implementation of the National Numeracy Strategy and this has had a
ggnificant effect in raisng the qudity of teaching in mathematics. She monitors teachers planning
and teaching but is not yet monitoring and eva uating the standards of achievement and pupils
progress. The school has yet to establish procedures for this monitoring of standards.

Science

132.

During this ingpection it was not possible to observe lessonsin sciencein dl classes. Inspectors
observed science lessonsin two classes, onein Year 2and onein Year 3. Inal two lessons
were observed. The current and past work of pupilsin al year groups was scrutinised in detall.
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133.

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

A discussion was held with the science co-ordinator and the science resources reviewed.
Overdl, gandardsin science are improving and are in line with the nationd average.

By the end of Key Stage 1 pupils have recently been attaining standards which are below those
typica for seven-year-olds. In the 2000 nationa teacher assessments standards were well below
national averages for the percentage of pupils ataining the expected Level 2 and close to the
average for the higher Level 3. Standards were well below those of smilar schools for pupils
attaining Leve 2 or above and close to the average for pupils ataining the higher Leve 3.
However, these judgements are based upon data for ayear group, which included alarger than
usua group of pupils with specid educationa needs. The results for 1999 were sgnificantly better
and above nationa averages for the proportion of pupils gaining the expected Leve 2.

From the scrutiny of pupils work inspectors judge that standards are rising and that current
attainment in Key Stage 1 is closer to the nationaly expected level. Pupilsin Year 2 for example
designed an experiment to investigate pupils preferences for different apples. The collection of
their results showed above average levels of understanding of the correct data to collect and the
mogt effective way of collecting and displaying it.

By the end of Year 3 pupils are attaining standards, which are at least typica of those, found
nationally. For example, pupilsin Year 3 were developing their understanding of the nature of
teeth and the need for hedlthy food to promote a healthy body.

In lessons and from a scrutiny of pupils past and present work, inspectors judge that they are
ataining Smilar gandardsin dl four agpects of the science curriculum.
Overdl, pupils of dl abilities are making good progress as they move through the school. Pupils

with specia educationa needs make very good progress, achieving average standards in some
aspects of science, through the well targeted and very effective support they receive.
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139.

140.

141.

Art

142.

143.

144.

145.

It was only possible to observe the teaching of science in two lessons during the ingpection, onein
Year 2and onein Year 3. The Year 2 lesson was judged to be outstanding. In thislesson, as
part of a hedthy food topic pupils tasted gpples to identify the ones they liked best explaining their
choicein terms of taste, texture and crunchiness. They recorded their own results which were
then gathered together to give aclassresult. The teacher very effectively summarised learning at
different stages of the lesson and used the summaries to chalenge pupils further. The process of
collating the class results showed pupils had a very good understanding of data collection
processes. Inthe Year 3 lesson the teacher effectively demongtrated the effect of acid from
sweets and fruit juice on teeth, using the shell of an egg to represent tooth ename. The pupils
were very interested and concentrated well. They were able to explain that the acid had attacked
the eggshdll, dissolving it just like acid from egting sweets does to your teeth.

Pupils clearly enjoy their sciencelessons. They work hard and concentrate well. They are
developing the ability to work well in groups as well as to research information for themselves.
Pupils are given many opportunities to consider the importance and the relevance of science to
their lives and itsimpact on them.

The subject iswell managed and the well-organised science resources enable teachers to plan and
deiver practical science for their pupils, which makes a positive contribution to pupils learning and
progress. The science co-ordinators monitor teachers planning regularly however, thereis
insufficient monitoring of the assessment of the Sandards pupils are ataining in their lessons.

During the ingpection, evidence was gathered through two lesson observations and the scrutiny of
pupils work on digplay in classrooms and corridors. The policy and scheme of work for art were
examined and discussions were held with the co-ordinator for art and the headteacher.

The standards of attainment in art by the end of Key Stage 1 and Y ear 3 are above nationa
expectations. Pupils make good progress in both key stages including those who have specia
educational needs.

Throughout Key Stage 1 pupils build on their earlier experiences and by the end of the key stage,
they produce awide range of good qudity work using avariety of media. They usethear
observationd skills to produce, for example, careful drawings in pastels of African baskets and to
creste colourful collage pictures from braids to represent African necklaces. They use pencils and
crayons to produce, for example, effective cameo style pictures of FHlorence Nightingde linked to
their history topic. Pupils study the works of artists, such as David Dean and make accurate
copies of his style mixing their own paint colours for the background to their pictures. They show
good imagination when illugtrating stories such as Anancy.

In'Year 3 pupils develop ther observationa skills making detailed drawings for example, of Indian
musica ingruments, sculptured masks and life-like stipple effect paintings of hyacinths. They
illugtrate stories such as Beauty and the Beast imaginaively usng paint, collage, pastels and
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146.

147.

148.

colouring pencils. In their work about the festival of Diwadli, they have crested masks, Diwdi
patterns and decorated hands carefully copying the appropriate style.

Insufficient art lessons were seen to make an overal judgement about the quadity of teaching in art.
However, in the two lessons observed the teaching was good and pupils made good progress. In
aYear 3 lesson, examples of the work of Van Gogh were used effectively by the teacher to gain
pupils responses to the pictures and to encourage them to cregte picturesin asmilar style using
pastels and coloured pencils. Pupils were enthused and informed by the good use of artefactsin a
Year 2 lesson. They then worked well on painting block patterns, designing sarongs and
producing observationa drawings of African masks and heads.

There are good links between art and other subjects which enhance pupils' learning across the
curriculum. For example, pupils knowledge of Indian musicd instrumentsis extended by the
opportunity to make observationd drawings of the insruments. An exhibition of sculptures
together with pictures of works of art from Japan, Chinaand the Buddhist tradition makes an
effective contribution to pupils understanding and awareness of other cultures.

The school has a comprehensive and supportive policy and scheme of work for art and standards
of attainment have improved since the last ingpection. Teachers' planning records are monitored
by the co-ordinator to ensure appropriate coverage of the Nationa Curriculum but as yet thereis
no rigorous system for monitoring the standards pupils attain.

Design and Technology

149.

150.

151.

Although only one lesson of design and technology was observed during the ingpectionin Year 1
awide range of evidence of pupils work was scrutinised and discussions held with many pupils.

Overdl standardsin design and technology are at least typica of those expected and are
frequently higher.

By the end of Key Stage 1 pupils attain standards which are at least typical for their agein awide
range of work. Pupils are able to work with arange of materials and show appropriate making
ills, for example, in Year 1 when pupils designed and made toys with moving parts. The
majority of pupils show sound design skills, with even the youngest pupils presenting severd
designidess. They are then able to evaluate their product and suggest improvements to their
designsin discussions but their evauations are not aways recorded which reduces the impact of
thelr learning on future work.
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152.

153.

154.

155.

By the end of Year 3 pupils have developed more sophidticated design skills. They evaluate their
products in order to develop them further and identify the making skills they need to develop. For
example, Year 3 pupils designed and made finger puppets from felt. The gtitching showed good
kill levels and they were proud of their finished articles. Different groups and individuas helped
each other with suggestions for making eements of their designs.

Pupils are making sound progress in both key stages. They work with interest and often
enthusasm and sustain their concentration to complete their designs. Pupils with specia
educationa needs make good progress being effectively supported by in-class assigtants. Pupils
respond well to their design and technology lessons. They enjoy working individudly but regularly
help one another with suggestions and ideas. They concentrate well and persevere with their
work to produce some good qudity finished articles.

Lessons are well planned with arange of activity. Teachers have high expectations and use
paticularly effective interventions with pupilsto sustain both the challenge and the pace of the
lesson. Teachers planning records show that the full range of the Nationa Curriculum
programme for the subject are covered and that the work given to pupilsis wel planned to build
up their skills and knowledge throughout Key Stage 1 and Year 3.

The subject is effectively managed and well-organised resources ensure that pupils have access to
tools and materids, as they require them. Teachers encourage pupils to take responsibility for
materias and equipment and to use tools safely, which contributes sgnificantly to the progress
they make. The co-ordinator has begun to monitor teachers planning of work in the subject
across the school. Thisis helping to ensure a consistent gpproach but the monitoring of standards
as shown by teachers assessments is under-devel oped.

Geography

156.

157.

Insufficient lessons were seen during the ingpection to make a judgement on the quality of teaching
and learning in geography. However, the range of evidence made available, discussion with pupils
and the limited teaching seen, confirm that standards have been maintained since the last ingpection
and arein line with national expectations a the end of Key Stage 1 and at the end of Year 3.

From Year 1 pupils develop good research skills so that by Y ear 3 they undertake their own
research effectively and confidently. Prompted by stories they are reading as a class from different
countries, pupilslocate and identify the countriesin atlases. They find information from books they
locate in the schoal library, and the Internet on the computer in the classroom. They talk confidently
about how to find information. Their writing shows a good amount of information and leve of
understanding, confirmed by discussion, about each country they research. When creating a
treasure idand map (which they use later in conjunction with a Roamer programmable robot) pupils
inYear 2 develop their geographica vocabulary by learning and using terms such as features and
providing akey to the map. They learn the points of a compass and how to apply them to their
maps. Pupils use the class computers effectively to draw maps. Year 3 pupils develop their
geographica skills by using the computer and atlases to research the location of towns and citiesin
the United Kingdom which they then transfer accurately to their outline maps.
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158.

Pupils learning in geography is enhanced by their use of, and access to, information and
communication technology. The ability to locate information for themsalves increases their
confidence and independence in learning. The subject is managed effectively. The co-ordinator
monitors teachers planning records each haf-term to ensure that the required curriculum is
covered. However, the monitoring of the standards pupils attain is under devel oped.

History

159.

160.

161.

162.

Insufficient lessons were seen during the ingpection to make ajudgement on the quality of teaching
and learning in higtory. However, the range of evidence made available, discussion with pupils
and the limited teaching seen, confirm that standards have been maintained since the last
ingpection and are in line with nationa expectations at the end of Key Stage 1 and at the end of
Year 3.

InYear 1 pupils start to develop a sense of time and build research skills. As homework they
do their own research, finding out their parents' and grandparents' favourite toys and recording
it dong with smilar information about themselves. They transfer the information on to three
pointson atimeline. They look at a collection of teachers old toys and describe them, learning
to distinguish old from new. Pupils draw one of these toys with labels and descriptions, in the
same gyle as the toys they saw in theloca museum. In Years 2 and 3 pupilsfind out about the
lives and times of sgnificant people such as Grace Darling and Florence Nightingale which
broadens their historica knowledge and understanding.

The curriculum is enhanced by visitsto places of loca historicd interest which stimulates pupils
awareness of the past. For example, pupils visit Clarke Hall to experience life for aday in the
seventeenth century.  Some of these vidits are connected to the period the pupils are studying,
for example when Year 1 vist Wakefield Museum to look &t old toys.

The subject co-ordinator effectively monitors teachers planning records to ensure that pupils
learning develops systemdticdly as they move through the school. At the time of the inspection
the monitoring of standards and progress is under-devel oped.

I nformation and Communication Technology

163.

It was not possible to observe any teaching of information and communication technology during
the ingpection. However, many pupils were observed using computers or other devices during
lessons and at other times. |n addition awide range of evidence of pupils work was
scrutinised.
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164.

165.

Music

166.

167.

168.

169.

Overdl, pupils are ataining standards, which are typical of those expected by the end of Key
Stages1 and Year 3. Pupilsin Year 2 are able to produce picture usng drawing software.
They show good mouse control and the pictures support their work in art. They aso use their
word processing skills to present some of their written work but limited keyboard skills means
they often work dowly. Pupilsin Year 2 and 3 are beginning to use information gathered from
the Internet to support their learning in other subjects such as geography. Pupilsin the Nursery
were seen programming Roamer, asmall robot, to move across the floor a given distance.

There are good resources for information technology and adequate resources overdl. The
recent additional computers are aready having an impact on raising standards. Resources are
consdered to have improved since the time of the last ingpection.

It was only possible to observe one music lesson during the ingpection but evidence was dso
gathered through the scrutiny of work on display and through observing assemblies and awhole
school singing session. Pupils were aso observed working independently on amusica activity
and discussions were held with the co-ordinator and headteacher.

The standards of attainment in music by the end of Key Stage 1 and Y ear 3 are above nationd
expectations. Pupils make good progress in both key stages including those who have specia
educational needs.

PupilsinaYear 1 lesson sang with good intonation and recognised different speedsin music.
They can clgp and respond to the beat of music, keeping intime. They read prompt cards
accurately to change their movements while kegping in time to afour beat melody. Individua
pupils were willing to demondtrate this to the class. They listened to and remembered a
sequence of rhythm patterns using the names of animals or their own namesto help them. Most
pupils manage and play smple percusson instruments appropriately though afew lack
concentration and find passing a sound round the music circle difficult.

InYear 3, agroup of seven pupils worked independently cresting a musical accompaniment to
the story of The Gingerbread Man. They sdected the instruments they needed for the sound
effects they wanted and matched appropriate sounds to different parts of the story. The group
evauated its own performance and made changes before practisng again. In awhole school
snging sesson, the pupils Sing arange of songs by heart with good intonation and clear diction.
They showed great enthusiasm and pleasure in Singing favourite songs such as Stick on a Sile
and | have seen the Golden Sunshine and in adding clapping to the Snging & appropriate
points.
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170.

171

Thereisinsufficient evidence to make an overdl judgement on the qudity of teaching in musc.
The one lesson observed was led by the Loca Education Authority’s music adviser supported
by the class teecher. However, in Singing sessions teachers are very good role models for the
pupils as they sng enthusiasticdly and tunefully. The choice of music at the beginning and end
of collective worship creates a calm and reflective atmosphere and makes a very good
contribution to the pupils spiritual development. Vistors such as an Indian musician enhance
the pupils opportunities for cultura development. Behaviour during musicd activitiesis very
good.

The school has a palicy for music and has adopted the Local Education Authority’s scheme of
work which is comprehensive and supportive. The school makes good use of the Locdl
Education Authority’ s music service to extend teachers expertise and confidence. Thereisa
good range of resources. Standards of attainment have risen since the last ingpection.
Teachers planning records are monitored by the co-ordinator but as yet there is no rigorous
system for monitoring standards.

Physical Education

172.

173.

174.

175.

176.

During the inspection evidence was gathered through the observation of four Physicd
Education (PE) lessons. In addition, the school’ s PE policy was examined and a discussion
was held with the PE co-ordinator.

By the end of Key Stage 1 attainment is broadly in line with nationa expectations and
satisfactory progress is made by al pupils including those with specid educationa needs.

Pupilsin Year 3 perform above national expectations for the age group and their progressis
generdly good.

InaYear 1 lesson on the playground, pupils found a space sensibly and followed the rules of
asmple game retrieving smdl bals. Mogt pupils were successful in bouncing and catching the
bal and in tossing and catching it usng two hands. They worked co-operatively in pairs but
were not very successful in throwing the ball to each other and catchingit. InaYear 2
movement and drama lesson pupils responded very well and followed the ingtructions
caefully. They moved skilfully showing imagination and emotion and were totally engrossed
in their work.

Y ear 3 pupils moved imaginatively and with good co-ordination in a movement lesson linked
to science. They worked in pairsto create dance sequences representing the movements of
active bacteria. In the playground, they showed good football skills and work hard to
develop throwing and catching kills.
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177.

178.

179.

Insufficient lessons were seen to make an overdl judgement of the quality of teaching in PE.
However, in the lessons that were observed there was no unsatisfactory teaching, some teaching
was good and there was one excellent lesson. In the best lessons, teachers use a good range of
dimulating activities that are enjoyable and encourage pupils to work hard. Pupils assess and
evauate each others work and specific skills are taught. The pace of these lessonsis brisk and
pupils are actively involved. Good links are made with other areas of the curriculum where this
is appropriate.

The school has a palicy for PE and is adopting the nationa scheme of work to ensure full
coverage of the subject. Teachers sometimes plan work in haf termly blocks focusing on one
aspect of PE so that pupils have good opportunities to develop their skills. The co-ordinator
monitors the planning each haf term to ensure there are no gaps in the curriculum offered.
However, her role is under-devel oped as the qudity of teaching and the standards achieved by
pupils are not regularly monitored.

She organises an annud traditional Sports Day which is held a the middle school. Thereareno
extra-curricular PE clubs available to the pupils at present.

Religious Education

180.

181.

182.

183.

Insufficient lessons were seen during the ingpection to make a judgement on the quality of
teaching and learning in religious education. However, the range of evidence made available,
discussion with pupils and the limited teaching seen confirm that andards in religious education
have been maintained since the last ingpection. They arein line with those expected in the
locally agreed syllabus for religious education at the end of Key Stage 1 and at the end of Year
3.

Pupils develop their knowledge and understanding of religion and rdate it to their own lives as
they move through the schodl. In Year 1 pupilstaked about whet it islike to belog, in the
context of the parable from the Bible of the lost sheep, and that we are al specid to God.
Pupils responded well to a silent moment to reflect on being specid and on someonewho is
gpecid to them, and shared their reflections with the class. In Year 2 pupilslook at accounts of
the Creetion story in the Bible and across different cultures, including Aborigine, Turkish and
Indonesian, and compare them.

In'Year 3 pupils develop their knowledge and understanding of different religions by looking a
magor fedivals and their sgnificance and symbolism, for example, the Hindu festiva of Diwdi.
In their writing from their research, pupils display very good knowledge of the significance of
aspects of the festival, such as ‘rangoli’ patternsand ‘diva lamps.

Whole-school assemblies make a good contribution to pupils understanding of the application

of soriesin the Bible to their own lives and provide opportunities for them to reflect on issues
such asforgivenessin the parable of the prodigd son.
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184. Religious education makes a very good contribution to pupils awareness of different cultures
and prepares them well for lifein amulticulturdl society. The religious education programmeis
frequently extended as the focus for work in other subjects such as English and art. For
example, pupils had painted hands and masks with mendhi patterns as part of their work on
Diwdli.
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