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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Lee Brigg First School is stuated in the village of Altofts on the northern edge of the town of
Normanton. The school caters for pupilsin the age range 3to 8 years. It isof average size with 188
pupils of whom 52 are in the Nursery. Children enter the Reception class a the start of the term of their
fifth birthday, which means that children move from the Nursery to Reception on three occasions during
the year. 7.8% of pupils are digible for free school medswhich isbeow the average nationdly. 12%
of pupils are identified on the school’ s register of specid educationa needs which is close to the average
and a statement of need isheld in respect of two pupil which isbelow average. There are three pupils
for whom English is an additiond language. Overdl, pupils are from nether particularly advantaged nor
disadvantaged backgrounds. Their attainment on entry to the Nursery is broadly average. The school
will become an infants school in September 2001.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisis agood school where pupils attain above average standards especidly in reading and writing.
Pupils persond development isexcdlent. The qudity of teaching is predominantly good with some very
good and outstanding teaching seen during the ingpection. The school iswell led and managed with
clear targets for future development as an infants school from September 2001. The effectiveness of
subject co-ordinators is being devel oped but they are not sufficiently involved in the evauation of the
dtandards pupils achieve. The school gives good vaue for money.

What the school doeswell

Excelent persond development of pupilsinduding their spiritua, mord, socid and culturd development.
High standards in reading and writing.

Good teaching.

Good behaviour and relationships.

Good Nursery experiences for the youngest pupils.

Good links with parents, particularly through the effective beginning to the school day.

What could beimproved

Teachers assessment of pupils work in reation to Nationa Curriculum standards and the use of this
information to guide the way teachers plan work for pupils.
The organisation and planning for Foundation Stage children.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.
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HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school was last ingpected in July 1997. There has been a steady and consistent improvement in the
school sincethat time. Pupils are ataining higher sandards on average when the varying proportion of
pupils with specid educationd needsis taken into account. The quality of teaching has improved
considerably with dl teaching seen satisfactory or better and a marked increase in the proportion of
good and very good teaching. The provision for pupils persond development is now much better and
isamgor srength of the school.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by 7 year olds based on National Curriculum test results.

Compared with
Performancein: all schools Similar Key
schools
1998 1999 2000 2000

reading A A B c well above average A
above average B

. average C
e A A c c below average D
mathematics B C D D well below average E

Whilgt the information given above provides an indication of the effectiveness of this schoal the gpparent
fdl in sandards in English and mathematics in 2000 resulted from alarger than average proportion of
pupils with specia educationd needsin this smal year group of forty-five pupils. Standards in reading
have been risng steedily over the last few years with the smdl drop in 2000, however, standardsin
writing and mathematics have shown some decline athough standards in writing remain above the
nationd average. Boys are attaining well, especidly in reading where they out-perform the girlsin direct
contrast to the nationa picture. The school setsredigticaly chalenging targets for pupils  attainment.
From the work seen during the ingpection, standards by the end of Key Stage 1 in mathematics and
science are broadly in line with those expected whilst sandardsin reading and writing remain above
average. By theend of Year 3 pupils continue to make progress and are ataining sandards which are
above those expected in English and at least average sandards in mathematics and science. Children
enter the Nursery with broadly average levels of attainment. They make good progressin reading,
writing and mathematics. Pupils with specia educationa needs make good progress to atain sandards
which are often above those initidly identified in their individua education plans. Overdl, pupilsare
achieving well. They enter the Nursery with average standards, enter Key Stage 1 with just above
average standards and by the end of Year 3 are attaining generaly above average standards.

Lee Brigg First School - 8
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PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Very good: Pupils enjoy school and show much interest in their work.

Behaviour, inand out of | Very good in lessons, assemblies, bresk-times and as pupils move around the

classrooms school. The school isavery orderly community.

Persond development and | Outstanding: Pupils are keen to take respongbility and show initiativein their

relationships learning. Relationships are very good, pupils enjoy each other’s company and
work together very well.

Attendance Very good: Wl above nationa averages. Punctudity is good.

Pupils postive attitudes and their developing maturity have a Sgnificant impact on the progress they make.
They concentrate well and work co-operatively in lessons to achieve common gods. They help one
another with the tasks they are set. They make confident contributions to their lessons often expressing
persond responses and views. All pupils attend school regularly and levels of pupil absence are low.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils:. Aged upto5years aged 5-7 years Aged 7-8 years

Lessons seen overal Satisfactory Very good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very poor.
‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outwei gh weaknesses.

In dl ingpectors observed 41 whole or part lessons during the inspection. All teachers were observed
teaching literacy and numeracy. Ingpectorsjudged that dl teaching was a least satisfactory. 60% of
teaching was judged to be good or better with 26% very good or outstanding. Good teachingisa
srength of the school. Teachers have a secure knowledge of the subjects and plan chalenging lessons
for their pupils. They have generdly high expectations and deliver lessonsin alively manner and a a
good pace, which enables pupils to make consstently good progress. Where teaching is satisfactory
teachers do not always ensure that al pupils make good progress by providing suitably challenging work
for dl dbilities

The teaching of literacy and English is generdly good. Teachers have a secure grasp of the subject
material and use the nationd drategy to ddiver effective lessons. They are particularly good when
leading the shared reading sessons; thisis developing good expression in pupils reading. The teaching
of numeracy and mathematicsis generdly good. Teachers are using arange of methods within the
National Numeracy Strategy to ensure that pupils make progress. Teachers make use of every
opportunity to reinforce learning and to relate current work to that donein previous lessons.

There were good examples in many subjects of the effective use of literacy and numeracy in the subjects
of the curriculum, for example, when pupils gathered information from texts for the history project on

Lee Brigg First School - 9
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toysin Year 1 and the collection of datain a'Year 2 science lesson.
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OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

The quality and range of Generdly broad and balanced, however, the curriculum for children under five
the curriculum isless secure.

Provison for pupilswith | Very good: Support staff are well briefed and make a sgnificant contribution
gpecid educationa needs | to pupils learning.

Provison for pupilswith | Severd recently admitted German pesking pupils are being effectively
English as an additiond supported through arange of appropriate strategies.

language

Provison for pupils Outstanding: Pupils are consistently encouraged to make persona responses
persond, including within lessons as well asin assemblies and a other times. They show through
spiritual, mord, socid and | their very good responses that they are aware of the impact of spiritua, mord,
culturd development socid and culturd issues on themselves and others.

How well the school cares | Good: Staff are very caring and want pupilsto do well. There are good
for its pupils procedures to support this aspect of the school’swork.

The school has detalled planning procedures to ensure that dl aspects of the Nationa Curriculum and
religious education are taught. The curriculum planning for the Foundation Stage whilst detailed does
not necessarily ensure congstency of children’s experiences as they move from Nursery to the beginning
of Key Stage 1 class. Pupils with specia educationd needs are very well supported through a system
of in-class support and withdrawa for specific skill development.

Pupils persona development is outstanding. The school provides awide range of opportunities,
including aresidentia experience for pupilsin Year 3, for pupilsto develop their socid skills. Spiritud
and culturd development are enhanced in many lessons and pupils are encouraged to make persond
responses for example, to stories and works of art. Teachers provide pupils with good examples of
socid and mord attitudes through their gpproach to pupils and lessons.

Staff know ther pupils well and support their development well. There are established procedures for
monitoring pupils persona and academic progress. However, the quality of teachers assessmentsis
variable and not dways sufficiently linked to attainment within the Nationd Curriculum and this reduces
their effectiveness.

The school works very well with parents. At the start to the day parents are encouraged into school to
st and read with their child before school begins. 1n most classes over hdf the pupils can be seen
reading to a parent or carer each morning from 8.45 until 9.00 0’ clock. This activity has had the effect
of continuing to raise reading Sandards. Parents are wdll informed about the work of the schoal,
athough many find the language of the Nationa Curriculum confusng. Annua reports for parents are
detailed and helpful dthough they do not dways clearly identify what pupils know and can do or what
they need to do to improve.

Lee Brigg First School - 11
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HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment
Leadership and Good: The headteacher provides good leadership and has st clear targets for
management by the the future development of the school. Subject co-ordinators have worked

headteacher and other key | hard to develop their roles but the monitoring of sandards is insufficiently
deff rigorous.

How wedll thegovernors | Very dfective: Governors are well informed and clear about their roles and
fulfil their responghilities | respongbilities. They have a good understanding of the strengths and
wesknesses of the school.

The school’sevaduation of | Effectiver Senior saff andlyse pupils performance using arange of appropriate

its performance data They compare the effectiveness of the school with smilar schools.
The drategic use of Good: Theteachers are well qudified and are deployed effectively. The
resources school has adequate resources to deliver dl aspects of the curriculum and

recent enhancement in the number of computers has improved pupils access
to them. The building iswel mantained and is a clean and welcoming
environment for pupils

The headteacher provides effective leadership for this school. She hasaclear view for the future
development of the school as an infant’s school. Subject co-ordinators have developed their monitoring
role with regard to the curriculum but not yet in terms of the standards pupils attain. The headteacher
ensures that governors are well informed and severd of them regularly observe the work of the school.
They are fully involved in drawing up the school’ s development plan and in setting the budget. They
monitor spending closely and seek to ensure best valuein al purchases.

There are sufficient well-qudified and experienced teachers and the support staff are dso well qudified.
They work in aclean and well-maintained school and enhance the learning environment with good
displays. The planned provison of an outdoor secure play areafor pupilsin the Reception class will
improve the provision for these pupils.

There are sufficient resources to support learning. The provison of awide range of reading books for

pupils to read at home alongside the reading scheme books in school, contributes to the high standards
pupils atain in reading.

Lee Brigg First School - 12
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PARENTS’ AND CARERS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parentswould like to see improved
Children enjoy school and make good progress. | - The qudity of information about pupils
Good |eadership and management. progress.

Good teaching. - The consstency of homework.

The school’ s high expectations of their children. | - The range of extra-curricular activities
Staff are approachable about any problems.

The school helps their children to become

mature and responsible.

Parents positive views are well founded. The qudity of information for parentsis generdly good but
ingpectors agree that pupils annud reports do not aways say how well pupils can perform or set clear
targets for future learning. The range of extra-curricular activitiesis limited, however, pupils have many
opportunities to enhance their learning through visiting musicians and theatre groups as well as many
trips and vidts, pupilsin Year 3 have the opportunity of aresdentid experiencein Hornsea. Reading
homework is used regularly but other subjects are more variable in effective use of homework.

Lee Brigg First School - 13
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’sresults and achievements

1

I nspectors based their judgements on an analysis of test and assessment results, direct
observations of pupilsin lessons and a detailed scrutiny of pupils present and past work.
Discussions were held with pupils where other evidence was limited to establish what pupils
knew and could do.

The early assessment of children on entry to the Nursery indicates that children’ s attainment on
entry coversthe full range, and overdl attainment isin line with expectations.

Most children enter the Reception class from the Nursery. (They enter the Reception class a
the start of the term of their fifth birthday. Children enter the Reception class three times each
year). After making good progress in the Nursery, their attainment is broadly just above
average on entry to Reception.

By the end of their Reception Y ear children are attaining standards which are broadly above
those expected in dl areas of learning. However, the number of pupils with special educationd
needs varies from year to year resulting in significant variations from year to year in the average
gtandard for the year group asawhole. The school seeksto identify these pupils as early as
possible in order to give effective support.

By the end of Key Stage 1 pupils are attaining sandards which are above the nationa average.
In the 2000 tests and assessments for seven-year-olds standards in reading were below the
national average for the proportion attaining the expected Leve 2 but above average for the
proportion attaining Level 2b or above and well above for the proportion attaining the higher
Levd 3. Standardsin writing were below the average for the proportion of pupils ataining the
expected Leve 2 or better, but well above the average for the proportion attaining Level 2b or
better and the higher Level 3. Standards in mathematics were close to the average for the
proportion of pupils attaining the expected Leve 2 or above and for Level 2b or above but well
below the average for the proportion attaining the higher Level 3. Standardsin science judged
by teachers assessments were well below the national average for pupils attaining the expected
Leved 2 or better. They were in line with the average for pupils attaining the higher Leve 3.

Thereis an underlying trend of risng sandards over the last few years, but overdl data shows a
fal in 2000. These figures reflect the impact of a significant number of pupils identified on the
specia educationa needs register at stage 3 or above who did not attain Leve 2 or better; but
the figures also show that the other pupils attained above average standards.

In comparison with Smilar schools, usng nationa benchmark information, on the 2000 test

results, standards in reading and writing were close to the average and standards in mathematics
were below average.

Lee Brigg First School - 14
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

From ascrutiny of pupils written work and their work in lessons inspectors judge that current
dandardsin Year 2 are a least in line with the nationally expected stlandards. Many pupils are
ataining above thisleve in reading, writing and mathematics. Standards in science are generdly
above those expected especidly in scientific investigations.

Boys are achieving well in their reading. Standards are well above average and boys are
ataining higher gandards than girls are, which is againg the nationd trend. Boys dso atain
dightly higher standards than girlsin writing and both are above the nationa average. In
mathematics both boys and girls attain standards close to the nationd average with boys just
above and girls just below.

From ascrutiny of pupils current and past work ingpectors judge that pupilsin Year 3 continue
to make at least sound progress.

Y ear 3 pupils are currently attaining standards which are above average in English and broadly
average in mathematics and science.

The school setsredlistic and challenging targets for the whole school and for individua pupils
attainment in nationa tests, based upon awide range of assessment information. The school
does not always achieve the targets set but effectively evauates the progress pupils make. The
managers of the schoal track the performance of individua pupils as they move through the
school and use thisinformation to measure the effectiveness of teaching and learning.

I ngpection evidence shows that pupils are ataining typicd standards in information and
communication technology in both key stages. Standards are rising as aresult of the recently
improved resources. For example, pupilsin Year 1 are able to produce smple pictures using
drawing software and are beginning to word-process some of their work. Pupilsin Years 2 and
3 access the Internet to gather information in support of their learning in the other subjects of the
curriculum.

Standards in religious education seen in lessons and written work are at least typicd of those
indicated in the localy agreed syllabus. Pupils make very good progressin their spiritua
understanding as well as learning about a number of rdigiousfaiths.

Standards in the other subjects of the curriculum are above those typically found in art and
music and typical of those expected in design and technology, geography and history and by the
end of Key Stage 1 and Year 3. Standards in physica education are typical of those expected
in Key Stage 1 and above the expected level in Year 3.

Standards in literacy and numeracy are above average by the end of Key Stage 1 and Year 3.
Pupils have many opportunities to use and extend their skills across the curriculum. For
example, pupilsin Year 2 are encouraged to use dictionaries in order to enhance their spelling in
history and aso collect and analyse data on pupils preferences when studying gpplesin science.

Lee Brigg First School - 15
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17.  Ovedl pupilsare achieving well. They enter the school with average levels of attainment in the
Nursery and by the end of Key Stage 1 are attaining standards generally above the nationa
average. Standardsin reading are well above average. In particular, pupils of average and
above average ability make good progress to attain above average and high standards by the
end of Key Stage 1 and Year 3. Boys are achieving particularly well in their reading and pupils
with specid educationd needs achieve well againg the targets identified in thair individud
education plans.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

18. Pupils attitudes, behaviour, persond development and relationships have al improved from the
good quality found a the last ingpection.

19. Pupils atitudes to the school are very good. They are very keen and eager to come to school
asthey find the curriculum stimulating and enjoy their work. For ingtance, inaYear 2
mathematics |esson ingpectors saw pupils answering quick-fire addition questions, eagerly and
enthusasticaly. All eyeswere on the teacher as they tried to hear the questions as early as
possible. InaYear 3 physica education lesson the work rate was very good as pupils explored
different ways of moving imaginatively. Pupils show very high levels of interest and involvement
in al aspects of school life. They look forward to extra-curricular activities including school
trips and resdentials. A display of ‘Our vigt to Wakefidd Museum’ shows that pupils
thoroughly enjoyed the visit and related work such asthe ‘toy trails to their work in class.
During an excdlent assembly about caring, nearly al pupils whispered “yes!” with excitement as
they were told they were about to Sing | have seen the light. Children in the Foundation Stage
are developing very pogitive habitsin their learning.

20. For example, inspectors observed high levels of concentration and sustained listening from
children in the library area, as the Nursery nurse explained what was happening in abig book
gory. Ther attitudes and behaviour are very good.

21, Behaviour is very good throughout the school. This makes a considerable contribution to pupils
progress and the family ethos of the school. The schoal isavery friendly, happy and orderly
place. Pupilsare very sensblein classsooms and assemblies. Lunchtime isavery pleasant socid
occasion where pupils mix very well together and enjoy each other’s company. At the end of
bresksin the playground pupils respond well to staff and form orderly lines ready to go back to
work. Pupilsare courteous and respectful towards staff and visiting adults. Inspectors did not
observe any instance of bad behaviour over the period of inspection. Pupils are trustworthy and
care for property. They respect their own property and that of others. Thereis hardly any litter
about the premises. Parents are rightly pleased a the qudity of behaviour. There were no
exclusons a this school in the last academic year and indeed, there have not been any for many
years.

22. Pupils show very high levels of initiative and respongbility. They are good at deciding what
learning resources and materias they need for their work. They are very keen to act as book,
library, post, register and milk monitors. They perform their duties conscientioudy and effectively.
In the playground boys of different ages distributed and later collected skittles used as god posts
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23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

without fuss

Relationships are very good. Parents are particularly pleased a how well older pupils care for
younger ones. Pupilslisten to, and value each other’ s contributions and achievementsin
lessons. They form very congtructive relationships with teachers and other adults. This begins
in the Nursery and develops as pupils grow. Pupils co-operate fully with teachers and other
deff at dl times.

Behaviour management by staff is good with a consstent whole school approach reinforcing the
behaviour code. Staff are extremdy patient with pupils in explaining why certain behaviour is
wrong. Through this, and much atention in persond, socid and religious education, pupils have
agood and clear understanding of the impact of their actions on others. Classroom rules are
sometimes discussed in circle times and pupils have played a strong role in developing
‘corridor rules'.

Pupils show very high levels of respect for the fedings, vaues and beliefs of others; for example,
in religious education. Inspectors were impressed by the level of respect evident in pupils
letters to members of an Indian music and dance group that visited the school recently.

These factors result in an atmosphere free from bad behaviour such as bullying, sexism and
racism. Bullying isnot aproblem. Parents and pupils told ingpectors that the school deals with
any problems quickly and effectively, and school records support this.

Enthusiasm for school is dso reflected in very good levels of attendance. The rate of attendance
iswell above the national average for this type of school. Unauthorised absence is dightly
above the nationd average. Punctudity is good and a smooth start is made to the school day.
Attendance has risen from the good levels found at the last inspection. The school andlyses
attendance statistics frequently and takes positive steps to resolve any concerns by taking up
any issues with parents.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

28.

29.

30.

Pupils are taught for dl subjects, by their class teacher, in their age group classes except for one
class of mixed Year 2 and 3 pupils. Two part-time teachers share the teaching of the Year 2
class.

Overdl the qudity of teaching is good and is strength of the school. Pupils respond well to their
teaching and make good progress throughout Key Stage 1 and Y ear 3 to attain broadly above
average standards by the end of Year 3.

During the ingpection 41 whole or part lessons were observed. All classes were observed for

their whole literacy and numeracy lessons. All teaching observed was at least satisfactory. 60%
of teaching was judged to be good or better with 26% judged to be very good or outstanding.
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31

32.

33.

35.

36.

The teaching of children under-five was dways at least satisfactory and occasiondly good.
Teachers have a secure understanding of how children in this age group learn and plan
appropriate experiences to enable them to make good progress. There are dways opportunities
for children to develop their language skills and socia development is very good. Children are
given many opportunities to develop early reading and writing skills, dthough teechers planning
records do not ensure that children who spend different lengths of time in the Nursery and
Reception classes receive similar learning experiences.

The teaching in Key Stage 1 is very good overdl. Intota 20 lessons were observed of which
two were outstanding, five very good, seven good and six satisfactory. Teachers have avery
good knowledge and understanding of the subjects they teach. They plan lessons effectively
and use arange of different gpproachesto deliver brisk and lively lessons which motivate pupils
of al abilities to work hard and make good progress. They organise their classsooms well and
manage pupils very well so that behaviour is dways very good. For example inaYear 2
numeracy |esson the teacher used arange of resources to encourage pupils to understand place
vaue and solve smple problems and as a result pupils made very good progress. Teachers
brief support staff very well enabling them to support pupils with specia educationa needs very
effectively.

Theteaching in Year 3isgood overdl. Intota 7 lessons were seen of which one was very
good, three good and three satisfactory. Teachers have secure subject knowledge and plan
lessons that chalenge pupils of dl abilities to achieve. Pupils consequently concentrate and
work hard and briskly to complete the tasks they are set, so ensuring that they make good
progress. Where teaching is very good teachers enthuse and motivate their pupils to achieve
very high sandards. For example, in a numeracy lesson the teacher’ s understanding of
mathematics clearly motivated the pupils to concentrate hard and to seek as many different
way's as possible to make 13p from a collection of coinsin the short time alowed.

Teachers plan lessons effectively and mark pupils work regularly. However, the qudity of
marking isinconsstent. Some teachers clearly identify what pupils know and can do and then
st clear targets for further development whilst others rely more on effective spoken comments
when marking work with pupils. However, in these cases there are few written comments to
help parents, when looking at the books with their child, to identify what they need to do to
improve.

The teaching of English seen was consstently good and never less than satisfactory. Teachers
have a secure understanding of the subject materia. They make effective use of the Nationa
Literacy Strategy to enable pupils to make good progress particularly in their reading.

The teaching of mathematicsis good. Teachers plan their lessons effectively using the Nationa
Numeracy Strategy to ensure that pupils are chalenged to make good progress.
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37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

Overdl the qudity of science teaching isgood. In the two lessons observed one was
satisfactory and the other outstanding. Teachers have secure subject knowledge and use a
variety of teaching methods, which promote good science learning and so pupils make good
progress. In the best lesson the teacher encouraged pupils to investigate thoroughly and to be
confident in identifying conclusons from their practica work. The quality of teaching has
improved since the last ingpection and thisis contributing to the improving standards.

The teaching of literacy is good overal and dl teachers make very good links between the
literacy programme and the other subjects of the curriculum. They frequently identify the
drategies being usad in literacy lessons and apply them in subjects such as history. For
example, inaYear 1 history lesson pupils used their knowledge of the aphabet to find
information in an index. Teachers encourage pupils to share their ideas; and as aresult pupils
listen and learn from their peers and teachersin informa and forma Situations.

The teaching of numeracy isgood. Teachers use pupils numeracy skillsto enhance their
learning in other subjects, such as when measuring in design and technology or presenting data
collected in their science lessons as bar charts and line graphs. 1n aphysica education lesson
the teacher used pupils knowledge of compass directions to give ingtructions for turning.

In the other subjects of the curriculum it was only possible to observe alimited number of
lessons during the ingpection and so judgements on the qudity of teaching in these individud
subjects are not reliable. However, it is possible to make an overdl judgement of the quality of
teaching in these subjects. There are few weaknesses in the teaching of any subject and in
genera the teaching seen of al subjects was good.

Where there were relative weaknesses and teaching was only satisfactory, teachers dlowed the
pace of learning to dow down from the brisk pace seen in many lessons.

Teachers assess pupils work but such assessments are not sufficiently linked to the expected
gandards within the National Curriculum. Also, they did not use assessment information to
identify work for children to do next with the result that work was not aways well matched to
the needs of dl pupils.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIESOFFERED TO
PUPILS?

43.

The curriculum offered to pupils meets statutory requirements and is broad and balanced.
Sufficient timeis given to dl Nationd Curriculum subjects to ensure adequate coverage. Pupils
are offered relevant learning experiences which maintain their interest and sometimes encourages
them to pursue their learning beyond the classroom. Provision for pupils with specid educationa
needsisgood. These pupils are well supported through well informed classroom assgtants.
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45,

46.

47.

48.

49,

The curriculum offered to the children in the Reception and Nursery classesis broadly satisfactory
but variable. Individua children spend varying lengths of timein the Nursery and Reception
classes. Planning for the Foundation Stage does not ensure that the appropriate early years
curriculum is covered coherently for al pupils as they move from Nursery to entry into Year 1.
While in the Nursery class, children experience a very wide range of gppropriate and stimulating
activities enabling them to make good progress towards the nationd early learning gods for three
to five year olds. Provision in the Reception classis generdly satisfactory but opportunities for
outdoor play and the children’s physical development are limited by the lack of an easily
accessible outdoor play area.

The school makes appropriate use of the Nationa Literacy and Numeracy Strategies. These are
implemented in al classesin both Key Stages. They are most effective where teachers use the
time we| and plan activities that chalenge and extend pupils of al abilities. In some lessons good
use is made of the find plenary session to review and extend learning and to set a challenge for
homework. Where the strategies are less effective, time is not well managed, the pace of the
lesson decreases and pupils begin to lose interest in what they are doing.

The provison for extra-curricular activitiesis satisfactory athough pupils have very limited
opportunitiesto join regular school clubs. The school organises avariety of vistsfor the pupils.
Vigtorsto the school dso enrich the curriculum. For example, pupils vidt aloca museum as part
of their history project and follow a‘toy trail’. Older pupils have the opportunity to take partin a
resdentia vidt. Recently avisting Indian musician played a variety of musica instruments to which
the pupils responded enthusiastically in their thank you letters and artwork. There is a successful
lunchtime maths club which is well supported by the pupils. They enjoy the chance to use maths
games and equipment and they consolidate their learning in doing so. However, the school
currently runs no other clubs for the pupils.

Thereisapolicy for promoting equa opportunities for al pupils and provison within the school is
satisfactory. For example, younger pupils have access to awide range of role-play activities and
dressing-up clothes where care is taken to avoid sereotyping. Boys are achieving well in reading
and writing, being above the nationd average in both. Asaresult, in the school’ s current
development plan, the performance of girlsis now being specificaly monitored. Pupils with specia
educationa needs have full access to the curriculum, for example, when working in smdll
withdrawd groups they follow asmilar programme to the main class.

Provison for persond, socia and hedlth education is very good. Thereisacomprehensive policy
for sex education, which islargely delivered through topics and themes and through planned
aspects of science. It is supported by visits from the school nurse and doctor and from parents.
Hedth education, including drugs education is part of the science curriculum. Pupils are
encouraged to bring fruit for playtime, which is supportive of education relating to heglthy eating.

The school has good links with the community and takes advantage of loca resources to enhance
the curriculum. For example, pupils vist the mining and fishing museums and invite local people
into school to talk about their Second World War experiences. To access information from
beyond the locdity, some pupils use the Internet. InaYear 3 lesson, for example, pupils
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50.

5l

52.

53.

55.

56.

successfully carried out some research about Audtrdia

The school has effective relationships with other loca schools. Some staff attend curriculum
liaison meetings to share expertise and ideas. Close links with the middle school ensure a smooth
transfer for Year 3 pupils.

Provison for the spiritud, mora, socid and cultural development of pupilsis excelent and a
grength of the school. The generd ethos of the schoal, with its warm and caring relationshipsis
very conducive to the development of understanding and awarenessin dl these areas. Every
opportunity is taken to promote pupils development in these areas and to integrate and extend
their development through al the subjects of the curriculum.

The school makes excellent provison for pupils spiritual development both in lessonsand in its
acts of worship. For example, ina 'Y ear 2 movement and drama lesson, pupils became totally
engrossed and absorbed in an African adventure and showed both emotiond and imaginative
responses to eventsin the sory. In awhole-school hymn singing session, aclear and directed
reflection time encouraged the pupils to focus on caring and kindness.

Acts of worship meet statutory requirements and make very good contributions to pupils spiritud,
mora, socid and cultural development. They are well planned to be broadly Chrigtian and
encourage pupils to explore and reflect on vaues such as caring and kindness and beliefs such as
forgiveness. Music is carefully chosen to create acam atmosphere a the start and end of
collective worship.

Provison for pupils mord development is very good. Competitions and assemblies promote
punctudity and atendance. In a Reception class lesson, pupils were helped to understand the right
way to treat a new member of the class who does not spesk English. Good behaviour is effectively
promoted, praised and rewarded in line with the school’ s behaviour policy.

The schoal offers excdlent opportunities for socia development both in the playground and in
lessons. Pupils are encouraged to take on a variety of respongbilities as monitors such as returning
the regigter to the office, digtributing and collecting resources and tidying the library. Lunchtime
routines encourage pupils to be independent in managing their own lunch trays. Year 3 pupils have
the opportunity to work independently in the corridor to create their own musical accompaniment
to adory. Activitiesin classrooms often require pupilsto work co-operatively. For example, ina
Year 1 class, pupils worked effectively in pairs to solve maths problems using money.

Provision for cultural development is excdlent and is afeature of the pupils work in art, music,
design and technology, literacy and geography. Teachers create stimulating displays and use
artefacts, pictures and photographs very effectively to promote pupils learning about their own
culture and that of others. Vistors such as an Indian musician greatly enhance the cultura
awareness of the pupils.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?
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58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

65.

The school has made some significant improvements to its provisons since the last ingpection,
for example, regarding monitoring and promoting good attendance and behaviour.

The schoal is effective in ensuring the hedlth, safety, care and protection of dl pupils.
Relationships are very good and the school understands and mests its obligation to ensure that
the welfare of pupilsis paramount.

Many positive steps are taken to ensure pupils health and safety; and the level and quality of
support are good. The school provides a safe and secure learning environment.  School staff
and the governing body frequently review the security arrangements. Pupils receive ahigh level
of supervison a dl times of the day. The governing body carries out regular reviews of the
comprehensive health and safety policy, and any consequent changes are introduced when

necessary.

Safety checks are carried out frequently by staff and governors during each school term.
Accident and emergency procedures are effective in deding with any problems. All staff are
trained and quaified to adminigter first aid. Firedrillsare carried out regularly and are
appropriately recorded.

The school has good links with the community which raise awareness of hedth and safety matters
for pupils. For example, the school nurseisaregular vistor to monitor pupils hedth and dso
give talksto pupils and staff on topics such as adlergies.

Arrangements for Child Protection are sound. The Loca Education Authority’ s procedures are
fully followed. Staff have sufficient awareness and knowledge of what they need to do, if they
have any concerns. The designated officer is appropriately trained to ded with any issues and
attends refresher training periodicaly.

The school has developed anumber of good qudity policies to support pupils with specid
dietary or medica needs. For example, there are comprehensive procedures regarding asthma.

Procedures to promote pupils  attendance are good. They are effective in raising levels of
attendance. There are frequent mentions in newdetters to parents about the importance o