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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Deykin Avenue Junior and Infant School is Stuated in Witton about two miles away from
Birmingham City Centre. Most pupils who aitend the school live in the surrounding area, which is
heavily indudtridised, however some pupils attend the school from further afield. It has 159 pupils
on roll, aged between four and 11 years of whom 78 are boys and 81 are girls. Thechildren’s
attainment on entry into Reception iswell below average compared to pupils of asmilar age. The
percentage of pupils digible for free school medlsiswell above the nationa average. The school has
21 per cent of its pupils on the specid educationd needs register, which is broadly in line with the
nationa average. Two pupils have stlatements of specid educationd needs, mostly for specific
learning or physicd difficulties. The remainder of the specia educationd needs pupils have
emotiona and behaviourd, moderate learning and speech and communication problems. The
number of pupils speaking English as an additiona language is very high (68.3%). Of these 85
pupils, 23 are identified as needing extra support in learning to spesk English. The main languages
spoken by these children are Dutch, Punjabi, Urdu and Bengdi. The school has 22 Somdian
refugee children. Mot of the other pupils are confident and competent speskers and writers. The
school ispart of aLoca Education Action Zone for school improvement.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Deykin Avenue Junior and Infant schoal is avery effective schoal. 1t has avery good headteacher
and everyone connected with the school works together very well. The team spirit is very good and
underpins the very good improvement being made. Children join the Reception class with well
below average standards in comparison with children of asmilar age. After agood start, pupils
achieve sandards that are average at the end of Year 2 in reading, writing, mathematics and science.
By the age of 11 standards are above average in English and mathematics. They are averagein
stience. Teaching isvery good and thisiswhy sgnificantly more pupils are achieving higher
dandards than they were at the time of the previous inspection. All the pupils a Deykin Avenue are
fully included in every aspect of the day-to-day life of the school. Pupils are very well prepared for
future citizenship because of the very good overdl attention given to their spiritua, mord, socia and
cultural development. The school promotes very good links with parents, who play an important
rolein supporting their children’s education. The school gives good vaue for money.
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What the school doeswedll

The leadership and management of the headteacher, her senior staff and governors are very good.
All g&ff fully support each other with an excdllent shared commitment.

The qudity of teaching isvery good. This combined with the very positive contribution of support
staff helps pupils to make at least good progress.

Pupils attitudes and behaviour are very good in a caring school where relationships are very good.
Attitudes and behaviour are very well promoted by the high quality of input from the Learning
Mentor**. They are highly motivated, enjoy school and are keen to learn.

The provison for pupils spiritud, mora, socid and cultural development is very good and
underpins the cam, supportive ethos that permesates the school.

Provision for pupils with specia educationa needs and English as an additiond language are very
good.

What could beimproved

Raise the gandards in information and communication technology and design technology.
Improve the effective use of time and the structure of the school day.
Monitoring and achieving a higher leve of atendance.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school has improved very well sinceit was last inspected in May 1997. It has addressed all the
weeknesses identified then. The qudity of leadership and management has improved dramaticaly
which has had a 9gnificant impact on the rate of improvement. The qudity of teaching has improved
sgnificantly throughout the school, especidly for the older pupils. Co-ordinators and staff expertise
has been well developed through literacy, numeracy and science. More use is made of assessment
data, which informs planning and the qudity of teaching and learning hasimproved. Schemes of
work have been completed and thereis anew, rich and varied curriculum in place. Staff ensure that
assessment information is used very effectively to inform planning. There has aso been avery good
use made of investigative and problem solving approaches across the curriculum. The pupils are
given awide range of opportunities to engage in writing activities, which successfully develops their
written skills. Significantly more pupils are now achieving satisfactory or better sandardsin their
work due to these very good improvements. The school isin avery strong position to continue to
tackleits priorities.

! The Learning Mentor works with all the pupilsin the school on their personal and social educational skills.
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STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils at the end of Y ear 6 based on average point
scoresin Nationa Curriculum tests.

compared with
Performancein: all schools smilar Key
schools
1999 2000 2001 2001
English E B C A well dboveaverage A
above average B
mathematics A A D B average c
below average D
sience D B E D well bdow average E

Inthe 2001 Year 6 Nationd Curriculum tests, sandards werein line with the nationd averagein
English, below in mathematics and well below in science. In comparison with pupils from schools
with asimilar proportion of pupils entitled to free school medls, results were well above average for
English, above in mathematics and below average in science. There were a higher number of pupils
with specia educationa needsin this year group and half of the pupils who took the test had specid
educationa needs. By the age of seven, pupils achieved below average results in reading and
writing in the 2001 Year 2 Nationa Curriculum Tedts. Ther results in mathematics were above
average. The school’s performance in science based on teacher assessments was very low in
comparison with the nationa average (the bottom 5 per cent). In comparison with pupils from
schools with asmilar proportion of pupils entitled to free school medls, results were well above
average in reading, writing and mathematics. There were a sgnificant number of pupils with specid
educationd needsin thisyear group. The school has worked hard to exceed its targetsin English
and mathematics and the targets were suitably chalenging. Up to 2000 the school was improving at
ahigher rate, faster than would be expected in English and mathematics. The rate of improvement
steadied between 2000 and 2001. Children enter Reception with low atainment and they make
good progress. Mogt are likdly to achieve the early learning goalsin each area of learning. Pupils
achieve very well and make very good progress through Years 1 and 2. This continues throughout
the school, with older pupils making very good progressin Years 5 and 6.

Currently, gandardsin Year 2 in English are above average in reading and writing with sgnificant
grengths in spesking and listening. In mathematics, they are well above average and in science, they
arein line with nationa expectations. In Years 3 to 6, pupils build successfully on their knowledge
and skills and, by the age of 11 many are working a above average levelsin English and
mathematics and at average levelsin science. There has been agood improvement in al subject
aress. Given theincreased focus on the core subjects in the lead-up to the National Curriculum
tests and because of very good teaching, there is the likelihood that results may be higher, athough
there is dtill a high proportion of pupils with specid educationa needs. These pupils are achieving
well in relation to their prior achievement. Standards of handwriting and presentation have
improved. Average standards are achieved by seven and 11 year olds with a significant number
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achieving higher sandards than this. Pupils by the age of seven and 11, are achieving standardsin
line with the expectations of the localy agreed syllabus for religious education. They are achieving
gandardsin line with national expectationsin art and design, information and communication
technology (ICT), design and technology, geography, history, music and physical education. There
has been some good improvement in ICT, where the use of computers was found to be
unsatisfactory a the time of the previous ingpection. Effective use is made of the new computer suite
and thisis having a pogitive impact on standards

PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Very good. All pupils have avery positive attitude to school and to
their work, which they undertake with great enthusiasm.

Behaviour, in and out of Very good. Pupils behaviour in dl areas of the schodl is very good.
classooms

Persond development and | Very good. Boysand girls are keen to help. They are careful with
relationships their own and each other’ s belongings. Relationships are very good.

Attendance Satisfactory. The school works very hard to promote attendance

The significant strengths in pupils' very good behaviour and very positive atitudes help them to learn
well.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupilsin: Reception Years1l-2 Years3—6

Qudity of teaching Good Very Good Very Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

High levels of good and very good teaching are helping standards to rise and support the very good
attitudes and behaviour seen throughout the school. Of the 53 lessons seen, 43 per cent were good,
39 per cent were very good, 9 per cent were excellent, 9 per cent were satisfactory. No
unsatisfactory teaching was seen. Thisisasignificant improvement since the previous ingpection.
Teaching is good in the Foundation Stage especidly in communication, language and literacy and
mathematics. The qudity of teaching is very good in the rest of the school, with some excellent
teachingin Years 1, 2 and 5. Pupils are taught basic skillswell and teachers have a good
knowledge and understanding of the Nationa Literacy and Numeracy Strategies. These skillsare
taught well and this helps pupils make good progress. However, design and technology is not taught
aufficiently well where teacher subject knowledge and understanding is insecure.
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There are Sgnificant srengthsin teaching. The qudity of planning is very good with clear [esson
objectives that are effectively shared with pupils enabling them to gain good knowledge of their own
learning. The setting of literacy targets with pupilsis very good and motivates pupilsto achieve
them. Teachers use very effective opportunities to focus, check and extend pupils thinking. The
organisation and management of pupils, based on the very effective behaviour procedures and very
good reaionships are very good. These strengths result in pupils concentrating very well and
working hard. In addition, they are well promoted by the high qudity of input from the Learning
Mentor. Teachers are skilled at using the best methods to help different groups of pupilsto learn
effectivdy. Thisworks particularly well throughout the school. 1n addition the contribution made by
support saff, particularly for those pupils with specid educationa needs and those for whom English
isan additiond languageis very good. Work is matched well to their ability and day-to-day
assessment is very good overdl. Homework is organised well; it is used effectively to support

pupils learning especidly in literacy and numeracy.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The qudity and range of Good. The school has built up arich and varied curriculum that meets
the curriculum the needs of dl its pupils. It isbroad and relevant, however it islacking

in baance in some lessons. There is agood range of out-of-school
activities and clubs, which extends the pupils experiences very well.

Provison for pupils with
specia educationd needs

Very good. These pupils are supported very well and they work hard.
They are fully included in every aspect of school life.

Provison for pupils with
English as an additiona

language

Very good. The school makes very good provision for its pupils with
English as an additiond language and they are fully involved in every
aspect of schoal life.

Provison for pupils
persond, including
Spiritud, mord, socid and
cultura development

Very good. Pupils get on well together and they help and support each
other very well. They are aware of the wonderful world about them.
They have avery good understanding of right and wrong. They know
much about their own culturd traditionsin an urban area, aswel as
culturd treaditionsin world religions

How well the school cares
for its pupils

Very good. Staff know the pupils very well and they take very good
care of them. Pupils progress and attainment is recorded well.

Parents have very poditive views of the school. Parents are encouraged to help in the school and at
home and this partnership has a positive effect on the pupils learning. They are well satisfied with

what the school offers.
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HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and Thereis very good |leadership by the headteacher. Thereisastrong
management by the team spirit and everyone connected with the school works together very
headteacher and other key | effectively to guide the educationa direction of the school.

daff

How well the governors
fulfil their reponghilities

Very good. They have awide range of experience, and they are
supportive of the school in many ways. They have avery clear
understanding of what is best for the schodl if it isto continue forward
successully.

The school’ s evauation of

Good. The school’s evauation of its own performance is used well to

its performance guide future planning.
The drategic use of Very good. All additiond funds are well managed to promote learning
resources and improve standards.

The principles of best value are very well understood and implemented by the headteacher and
governors. Funds are very well managed, and governors are well aware of the importance of
making the necessary comparisons to ensure that the school is competitive. The provison for
teachers and support saff is good and this has a positive impact on the progress of pupils. Learning
resources are good and the accommodeation is a bright, purposeful learning environment.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases par ents most

What parentswould like to see improved

The parents who responded to the
guestionnaire and attended the parents
meeting were fully supportive of every
agpect of the school, including the
headteacher and the teaching staff. They
fdt that the school was extremely well led
and managed. They were highly
complimentary and supportive of the

headteacher.

In response to the questionnaires and at the
mesting, parents had few negative views of
the schoal.

I nspection evidence supports the very positive views of al parents.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’ sresultsand pupils achievements

1.

Very good progress has been made since the last ingpection and significantly more pupils are
now achieving average standards for their age than they were at the time of the last ingpection,
both in the nationd tests and in their classwork. There are sgnificant gainsin the pupils
attainment year-on-year, and the trend is upwards. The school’ s targets are getting higher
each year and they are chalenging and achievable. The current challenge for the school isto
identify and promote the attainment of the higher attaining pupils. Standards were low in the
past and there were no high atainers, but very good teaching is now enabling al pupilsto
achieve aswell asthey can. The school’ s effectiveness has been recently recognised by the
Department for Education and Skills (DFES) award for excellence.

In the 2001 Year 6 Nationd Curriculum tests, gandards were in line with the nationa average
in English, below in mathematics and well below in science. In comparison with pupils from
amilar schools, results were well above average in English, above average in mathematics and
below average in science. There were a higher number of pupils with specid educationa
needs in this year group with haf of the pupils who took the test having such needs. The
school worked hard to exceed its suitably challenging targetsin English and mathematics. The
seven year olds achieved below average results in reading and writing and above average
results in mathematics. In comparison with smilar schools their performance was well above,
Again there were a sgnificant number of pupils with specid educationa needsin thisyear

group.

Ingpection findings show, that in the main subjects of English, mathematics and science
atainment is above average in mathematics and English by the age of 11 and in line with
nationa expectationsin science. Pupils are making sgnificant gainsin ther learning due to
some very good teaching and well-organised group work matched well to their ability. The
pupils attainment in religious education, ICT, history, geography, design and technology, art
and design, music and physicd education isin line with nationa expectations for pupils of this
age. The underperformance of girls as compared to boys has been successfully addressed by
the school and girls are starting to do better. Progressis good and frequently very good
throughout the entire school. Pupils with specid educationa needs are very well provided for,
and they make good progress like their peers.

By the age of seven pupils are achieving well above average sandards in mathematics, above
average standards in reading and writing and average standards in science. In the remainder
of the Nationa Curriculum subjects their atainment isin line with nationa expectationswith
the exception of art and design where it exceeds these and standards are good. Standards
arein line with the expectations of the localy agreed syllabus in religious education.

Children enter Reception with well below average atainment. Staff complete initia
assessments, which provide them with avery clear overview of the children’s capabilities.
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Basdline assessments take place during the first Sx weeks in Reception. The information is
used well to provide good curriculum based on ‘ the stepping stones’ in the six areas of
learning. Children with specid educational needs and those with English as an additiona
language needs are identified early and dl the children are fully included in the wide and varied
activitiesthat are planned for them. By the end of the Foundation Stage, most children are on
courseto achieve ther targets in the Early Learning Godsin dl areas. However, a sgnificant
minority with specia educational nesdswill not achieve these. Mogt of the children are
making good progress in their Reception year.

There are anumber of reasons for the sgnificant increase in pupils attainment and progress:

Teaching is good and frequently very good. Teachers are more experienced a ng
what their pupils have learnt, and setting targets for them to achieve even more.

Datais collected and andysed effectively so that headteacher, Saff and governors know
where the strengths and weaknesses lie.

A good curriculum is securely in place and teaching and learning are monitored very well
50 that areas for improvement are quickly identified and dedlt with.

There is drong effective teamwork from current staff, with amain focus on raising
standards.

When children join the Reception class their attainment is well below the expected standards
for children of asmilar age. A sgnificant number have had no contact with books and have
limited persond independence. Some children have had good playgroup experience. Most
children make good progress during the Reception year. Many of them are on course to meet
the targets for their age by the time they leave Reception. In most yearsthere is a sgnificant
proportion of lower attaining children and these children take longer to learn their basic Kills.

The Nationd Literacy and Numeracy Strategies are having a positive effect on raising
sandards. By the time they are seven many pupils can read and write at an above average
gtandard for their age and they are able to research information from arange of sources.
There has been awhole school focus on writing with improved results. 1n mathematics, by the
age of seven the higher ataining pupils have a very good knowledge of addition and
subtraction facts to 20 and are acquiring a good knowledge of place value to 1000. Pupils of
lower ability and those with specid educationd needs and English as an additiond language
have an appropriate understanding of place vaue to 100 and choose appropriate strategies
for adding and subtracting. The school is progressing very well towards its targets, which are
aufficiently challenging and are likely to be met. By the age of 11 pupils read with reasonable
fluency and their understanding is sound. Some of the older pupils are skilful at finding
information from various sources, while other pupils still need help from adults to do this.
Good useismade of ICT to support learning and Y ear 6 pupils are given vauable
opportunities to review and evauate their work as they interpret instructions and informeation.
Lower ataining pupilsfind it difficult to use arange of imagindive language. In mathematics
by the age of 11, pupils have avery good understanding of place vaue to more than 1000
and use fractions and percentages confidently. Lower attaining pupils have a good
understanding of the place value of numbers but are less confident when using a range of
drategiesto multiply larger numbers.
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The school makes very good arrangements to ensure that dl pupils are included in the full
range of activities. This ensuresthat there islittle difference in the progress and attainment
boys and girls make throughout the school. Pupils from ethnic minority groups spesk and
write English with competence and so achieve equally well in lessons. Where gppropriate
they receive extra assstance with the acquisition of English and have equa accessto the very
good teaching and rich curriculum as other pupils. Asaresult they make the same good
progress as other pupils and achieve well for their abilities. Provison for pupils with specid
educationd needsis very good and most pupils make good progress over time. Achievement
throughout the schoal is satisfactory with regard to the targets contained in pupils individua
education plans. Comprehengve records of achievement and progress are kept, being
effectively usad to inform teaching and planning. Higher attaining pupils have equaly good
opportunities to achieve a alevel compatible with their ability.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

10.

11.

The attitudes of the pupils to education and school life are very good. Thisistrue from the
Foundation Stage to Year 6. The pupils of the school benefit from parental support and
confidence in the school, a qudity of teaching which is consistently good and, in some cases,
very good. The fact that the leadership and management of the school is very good, as are
the teaching and the high expectations of pupils, help to promote these attitudes. The pupils
like to be in school and they enjoy learning, the level of which isaso very good, especidly
among pupilsfrom Year 1to Year 6. In aschool whose improvement since the last
ingpection has been found to be very good and which was judged to be among the five most
improved schools in the country in 2000/1 the attitudes to learning have been a sgnificant
factor in such achievements. Most pupils love to be in school, they are burning with
enthusiasm to answer class teachers questions in whole-class sessons, asin the Literacy
Hour. In ord exercises the class teacher normally engages dl levels of ability in the class and
in most cases pupils attempt answers, are ready to be challenged and respond accurately.
The extent to which groups were capable of working collaboratively and independently in
classesin both key stages was impressive. In their reading, in their approach to assgnments
and in their ability to produce a high standard of completed work in most cases, the inspection
evidence has shown that pupils at this school can learn, want to learn and are learning very
wdll.

Behaviour in the school isvery good. The guiddines stipulated in the school’ s behaviour
policy are faithfully observed and upheld by dl dassteachers and it is not unusud for pupilsto
hear that poor behaviour is unacceptable. Prompts and reminders of the need for good
behaviour are dotted throughout the school and al pupils are fully aware that bad behaviour
caries sanctions. Aggressive behaviour and bullying have been identified in the school up to
the current term, leading to a number of short-term exclusions but, on the whole, the school
has been able to restrict both its incidence and harmful effects. There were five fixed period
(one day) exclusonsin thelast year. No cases of such behaviour were observed during the
ingpection, neither did any evidence of poor behaviour affecting education in the school
manifest itsdlf.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

Persond development and relationshipsin the school are very good. Thisis especidly true of
relations between pupils and staff. Specia programmes are designed to promote the art of
relating and PHSE? sessions, for instance, focus on some actua aspects of inter-personal
relaionships. In asesson on ‘Anger Management,” pupils were ready to accept the
problems which fighting created for the school and relationships. On other occasions, pupils
were invited to “look into their hands asamirror” and to share what they saw. Their
comments, by way of sdf-portraits, were honest and mature, though these reflected more
strengths than weaknesses. 1n a drama session as an after-school activity the pupils own
understanding of school procedures for controlling bad behaviour showed a maturing sense of
respongbility afact which is supported by the newly introduced School Council, a meseting of
which was observed during the inspection.

Children’s persond, socia and emotional development is given a high priority to good effect.
Teaching is good in this area, which helps most children to make good progress and as a
result some are likely to exceed the early learning god's by the end of the Reception year.
Staff creste awarm and caring atmaosphere which enhances children’s sense of security and
confidence. They behave very well as members of alarge group when responding to
questions, ligtening to stories and Singing rhymes. The adults promote the children’s
independence very well and thisis why they make good progress.

Attendance at the school, at 92 percent is satisfactory but below the nationd average for
smilar schools. Therate of unauthorised absencesis 1.68 per cent and 5.79 per cent for
authorised absences, both being above the nationa average. The main reasons for absences
occur when pupils take holidays during term time. Registers are marked properly adlowing for
lessonsto begin on time. There are occasiona incidences of lateness across the school, which
sometimes affects pupils concentration and late arrivas are not dways chalenged by class
teachers.

Attitudes, values and persond development among pupils condtitute one of the strengths of the
schoal.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSOR STUDENTSTAUGHT?

16.

Improvements in the quality of teaching have made a significant contribution to the rise in
standards seen since the school was last inspected. In the May 1997 inspection teaching was
unsatisfactory in one third of lessons seen and this occurred in English, mathematics and
science a the lower end of Key Stage 2. The standard of teaching hasimproved mainly due
to sSgnificant staff changes and good monitoring of teaching and learning supported by good
professona development. In the current inspection, no unsatisfactory teaching was observed.
Of the 53 lessons seen 9 per cent were excellent, 39 per cent were very good, 43 per cent
were good and 9 per cent were satisfactory. The best teaching was seenin Years 1 and 2
andinYears5and 6. The high levels of good and better teaching resultsin very good
learning taking place throughout the school by highly motivated and hardworking pupils.

2 PHSE standards for personal health and social education.
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17.

18.

19.

The qudity of teaching in the Foundation Stage is good overal. The team work effectively
together, providing awelcoming and secure atmosphere for young children. They plan the
programme together well. There are srengths in the teaching of spesking and listening,
counting and persond, socid and emotiona development. This has helped children to make
good progressin their first term, and the mgority of children are likely to achieve and some
will exceed the early learning gods by the end of the Reception year. Thereisgood daily
communication between staff and parents regarding the children’swell being. When children
gart school in Reception their attainment is low for their age. Careful assessment of what they
can do initidly alows the g&ff to plan awide range of suitable activities for the children.

Work is planned for them using the * stepping stones and their al-round development iswell
covered. There are good systems for assessing how learning is developing. Staff can then
identify where extra support is needed and plan suitable tasks so that learning moves forward.
Thereisagood baance between teacher |led activities and ones chosen by the children
themsdves. This helpsthe children to develop their independence as well as their persond
and socid ills,

There are many strengths in the dements of teaching in infant and junior classes. Teachers
have very good expertise, particularly in the core subjects of English, mathematics and
science. Asareault, the mgority of basic skills are wdll taught and pupilsincluding those with
gpecid educationd needs and English as an additiona language are making good progressin
learning. Theteaching of the Nationd Literacy Strategy is very effective. Spesking and
ligening skills and reading skills are taught very well. Throughout the school the management
of guided reading is good and ensures pupils explore arange of different tests. For example,
inYear 5and Year 6, planning is very well thought out and there are clear learning objectives,
which enable pupils to sudy the features of different genres aswell as practise their reading
skillsin avariety of contexts. Numeracy skills are promoted well through a good focus on
ensuring pupils acquire awide mathematical vocabulary as well as the mentd recall of basic
number facts and smple caculations. Teachers dso ensure that pupils learn to apply thelr
skillsin practical and problem solving activities and provide good opportunities for pupilsto
use numeracy skillsin other subjects such as science. Thisisasgnificant improvement on the
previous ingpection when pupils were not given regular opportunities for practising these skills.
Ovedl, information and communication technology skills are taught satisfactorily. Teachers
have undertaken some training for teaching ICT skills, but further support is needed, to ensure
that dl saff have acquired sufficient skills and confidence in the subject to teech it effectively.

The qudity of lesson planning is good and is consistent throughout the schoal. It is related
well to ‘termly’ planning, with effective adaptation according to the progress pupils have made
previoudy. A strong feature of the planning isthe clear learning objectives identified for each
lesson, which are dways shared with pupils. At the end of lessons teachers structure their
questions for individud pupils, heping them to remember the main points of the lesson or to
consolidate their understanding. Pupils with specia educationa needs and English asan
additiona language understand this gpproach because the teachers ask them questions that
aredirectly linked to their understanding. All the time learning is progressing very well and
gandards are improving al round. Homework supports classwork effectively.
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23.

24,

25.

An effective range of teaching methods is used, being adapted wedll to the requirements of
different subjects and the needs of pupilsin the class. Teachers explain things very clearly,
give good examples and demondrate well. They use very effective questioning to focus,
check and extend pupils thinking. Thiswas evidentin aYear 6 literacy lesson when the
teacher uses questioning to extend the pupils ideas for titles for their debate on using public
transport.

Pupils learning is promoted well by the very many opportunities pupils are given to discuss
their work with a partner and then report back to the class. Overall, the good and often very
good teaching methods seen throughout the school in al subjects help pupils to acquire
knowledge and skills easily and to work hard.

The outstanding relationships seen in the school together with the constant gpplication of the
very high quality behaviour management procedures ensure that the organisation and control
of pupilsinlessonsisvery good. Thisvery strong aspect of teaching, together with the
chdlenging and interesting activities provided means pupils are interested in what they learn.
Most concentrate well and begin to take responsbility for their own learning. The promotion
and monitoring of pupils individud literacy targets are promoted very well by teechers.

Teachers are very skilled at moving learning forward and in nearly dl lessons agood paceis
maintained. This ensuresthat pupils remain focussed and work hard. Resources are
thoughtfully chosen and effectively used to help pupils understand and make good progress.
The contribution made by al support staff including those supporting specid educationd
needs and English as an additiond language pupilsis very good and of ahigh qudity. Thisis
due to the fact that they receive very good training and class teachers prepare them very well
for the work they undertake in each lesson.

During lessons, al teachers use assessment procedures effectively. This enablesthem to
refine what they are teaching when necessary and support pupilswell. At the same time they
are suitably chdlenging the higher ataining pupils. On the whole the qudity of marking was
good and included helpful comments used to help pupilsimprove.  Where marking was less
effective there were fewer comments, which limited its effectiveness to help pupils progress.

Teaching is very good for pupils with specid educationa needs and English as an additiond
language. Refugee pupils are very well integrated into the work of the school and are
supported very well in their learning. Throughout the school, teachers and support staff are
fully aware of the targets set for pupils with specid educationd needs and meet regularly with
the specia educationa needs co-ordinator (SENCO), to review and plan the next step in
learning. Individua education plans are used effectively to guide work &t different levels.
Pupils with specid educationd needs are fully included in al activities and are helped to
achieve well for their abilities and are very well supported by support staff. They have very
good access to the curriculum because of the expert support and encouragement given to
them in group activities

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILS?
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26. The curriculum provided by the schoal for pupils aged 5-11 isgood. Nationa Curriculum
requirements are fully met and religious education is taught in accordance with the locally
agreed syllabus. The curriculum is now planned consgstently well with dl pupils recaiving their
full entitlement and having access to the required range of curriculum experiences, with skills,
knowledge and understanding taught in a systematic and progressive way.

27. Thereare now clear guidelines to identify what pupils are to be taught each week, each term
and each year. The use of nationa guiddinesfor planning in dl subject areas has improved
the quality of the curriculum since the last ingpection, which now is more baanced. An
appropriste emphasis on the time dlocated to the development in English, science and
mathematics and the response to the increasing demands of information and communication
technology has limited the opportunities for the congstent development of skillsin design and
technology. Physica development is given an gppropriate proportion of the time available.
The school has recognised the need to introduce monitoring in a Systematic way to ensure that
pupils have regular opportunities to use and develop skills in these areas, and check that gaps
do not occur which prevent pupils from building on skills, knowledge and understanding in a
frequent and regular way.

28. The school providesrdigious education for al pupilsin accordance with the localy agreed
syllabus and parents have been informed about their right to withdraw their children. The
school complies with statutory requirements by providing adaily act of collective worship.
Arrangements for promoting persona and socia education are very good with the ‘Learning
Mentor’ used successfully to promote persona and socid skills. Teaching and non-teaching
staff respond to any ingppropriate behaviour consstently well and ‘anger management’
drategies are used effectively to ensure that any digtractions are kept to aminimum. Pupils
are given opportunities to share their experiences, views and opinions in groups during ‘circle
time'®. Hedlth education, which includes sex education and the raising of awareness about the
use and misuse of drugsis good, linked asit is to the programmes of study for science. The
annua use of the ‘Life Education Caravan’ profits both pupils and parents and reinforces the
benefits of hedthy living and the dangers of abuse.

29. Thenationd drategiesfor the teaching of literacy and numeracy have been given due
emphasis and have contributed to the significant improvement in the qudity of teaching and
learning, Since the last ingpection, especidly in Key Stage 2. Pupils are given opportunities to
write usng awide range of stylesthat includes non-chronologica writing in history and
geography and lists arange of recording stylesin science. Persuasive writing and debating
alow pupilsto discuss environmental issues such as pollution and the effects on asthma, traffic
caming, and litter. Very good relationships and good behaviour have contributed effectively
to the qudity of pupils ligening skills. Resources are managed well to ensure that information
books are available to support topic work in each class. Where research skills are well
developed, pupils use computers to promote study skills as when Y ear 6 pupils used the
Internet to gain information about St Lucia

®During ‘circletime’ pupilssitin acircle and reflect on their thoughts and feelings.
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32.

33.

Acquired skills in mathematics are used satisfactorily across the curriculum. Skillsare
promoted through charts, diagrams and graphsin science; time linesin history help the pupils
to develop a greater understanding of how their experiences link together; and co-ordinates
are used wdl in geography to locate postion in the development of mapping skills. The
collecting of information and the subsequent recording and amending of data before
representing in agraphica formisonly satisfactory.

The ams of the schodl give the highest priority to providing equa opportunitiesfor dl and a
palicy isin place which vaues dl abilities and backgrounds. The provison for pupils with
gpecia educationad needs and for those for whom English is an additiond language is very
good. The needs of pupils areidentified early and there is a very good programme of support
avalable. The school isaware of the need to provide additional support sensitively so asto
ensure that pupils do not lose ther full entitlement to the full range of curricular opportunities.

Nationa guiddines are now used for the teaching of dl subjects and planning has improved
not only for each year and term, but aso for each week. Teachers have clear targets for each
learning activity, and where gppropriate for each group of pupils. This added thoroughnessis
often strengthened where teachers use the information gained about the qudity of learning to
amend the planning for the next activity. Teachers planning takes very good account of
pupils with specid educationa needs whose individual education plans clearly provide for
gainsin skills, understanding and knowledge in arange of subjects including mathemetics.
Pupils new to the country, and those who are a an early stage of using English asan
additiona language, are fully included and support is targeted to ensure the pace of learning
meatches that of others. Work is planned effectively for higher ataining pupils and advanced
skills are taught well especidly when skilled support is available.

The quality of the Foundation Stage curriculum is good and is based on *the stepping stones
inthe Sx areas of learning. Children with specid educational needs and those with English as
an additiond language needs are identified early and al the children are fully included in the
wide and varied activities that are planned for them.

There are very strong community links and opportunities are sought to extend and enrich the
quality of the curriculum. Pupils are taken out to investigate the locaity making well-planned
vidits to churches, theatres and museums. Contact with aloca trust has enabled pupilsto
become involved in amusic festiva. There are strong links with other schools through the
organisation of the Education Action Zone, which has benefited the qudlity of learning by
providing additiona resources such as the provison of pre-school experiences, expertise for
the teaching of gymnastics and support for pupils from the different ethnic groups. Parents
and ‘ Community Service Volunteers have been deployed to provide a brighter and more
colourful learning environment and the * University of the First Age' has provided resources for
parents and their children to repaint the muras in the playground and to purchase plants.
Linkswith The Bridge School have provided immeasurable benefits for the pupils of both
schools and an exciting swapping programme builds on pupils academic, socid and persond
experiences on arotabasis. Joint residentia experience provides vauable experiencesfor a
smdl number of pupils.
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Provison for out-of-school activities during the period of the ingpection was good and
included an advanced computer skills club, homework club, Years 1 and 2 craft club and
cricket and drama clubs for pupilsin Years 3-6. Community links encourage visiting
gpeciadists who have introduced basketball and cricketing skills and encouraged pupilsto
participate in inter-school tournaments. Staff give generoudy of their time and parents
gppreciated that these activities add to the quality of pupils learning.

Good business links have provided atechnician for the computer suite. Pupils benefit from a
good range of vigtorsincluding musicians, members from the local community and church
representatives. During the week of the inspection pupilsin Y ear 6 were fascinated when
sharing the wartime experiences of avisting senior citizen. Citizenship is aso promoted well
through awide range of curricular and non-curricular activities. Pupils are encouraged to
make decisons and choices. Very good personal and socid ‘training’ encourages them not
only to reflect on their own actions, but aso on the effects of their action on others. They
discuss and debate issues such as the effects of pollution on hedlth; how to improve their local
environment; the effects of reckless tree cutting in the rain forests; and the effects of disasters
on the lives of communities such as flooding, earthquakes and hurricanes. Representatives
from each class are dected and then meet together to form a School Council, which discusses
and then makes recommendations to the headteacher.

The school’ s provison for the piritua, mord, socid and cultura development of the pupils
has improved since the last ingpection and it is now very good. The school provides awell-
planned daily act of collective worship, which fully meets satutory requirements. Pupils are
encouraged to reflect upon their own and others' experiences and to explore values. One
very effective example was observed when a pupil shared with a'Year 6 pupil her knowledge
of the importance of religion to people from other cultures. Whenever possible, teechers
draw pupils attention to the wonders of nature. A very good example of thisisseeninan
infant classroom where pupils have a chance to grow plants. Teachers are quick to draw
pupils attention to beautiful things when they see them, for example the beautiful colours and
shape of spring flowers. In religious education lessons, they develop an understanding of the
differing beliefs of the mgor world religions. In addition Y ear 6 pupils show great maturity
when discussing ‘the concept of Heaven'.

The provision for pupils mora development isvery good. The school has a clear behaviour
policy, which pupils understand and adhere to. Both adults and pupils work hard to achieve
the high standards of behaviour seen in the school. They are very well promoted by the high
quality of input from the Learning Mentor. She works regularly with pupils throughout the
school and helps dl pupils especidly the oldest pupilsin ‘anger management’ and ‘circletime
sessons. Pupils clearly distinguish between right and wrong. Assemblies ded with mord
themes and the school encourages pupils to take care of property and the environment.
Work digplayed highlights saf esteem and positive behaviour.

The provision for pupils socia development isvery good. Pupils are encouraged to relate
effectively to others and take responsbility for themselves and others. Older pupils act as

friendly playground buddies to the younger pupilsin the school. They undertake jobsin the
school, such as helping in the library and setting up the computers. The school makes very
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appropriate use of vidtsin and around the loca area. For example, agroup of children from
Year 4 enjoyed aresdentid visit to Bell Hedth Environmenta Studies Centre with specia
educational needs children from the Bridge School. Thiswas awonderful opportunity for al
pupils to understand the needs of others.

The provison for pupils cultural development isvery good. Pupils are given vauable
opportunities to appreciate their own loca culture by studying the locdity and taking part in
locdl fedtivas. In higtory, pupils have learnt about life in other times and places such asthe
Egyptians, Greeks and Romans. Pupils here are provided with the opportunity to go on loca
vigts. Thereisdso astrong multi-faith dimension to the religious education curriculum
underpinned by vidts to the mosque in Birmingham and locad churches.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

41.

42.

43.

The care provided for pupilsisvery good. One of the main channds of this careisthe
support for the pupils by teachers and other adult staff throughout the school. 1n the pupils
formative and impressionable years, an effective teaching strategy employed by the staff was,
noticesbly, their persond example, understanding and sengitivity. They were ready, when
appropriate to offer their persona experiences to pupils asillugtrations of the lessons being
communicated and the impact of that Srategy is effective. In this mixed ability and multi-
ethnic school dl pupilsreceive equa care, respect and opportunity. Through assemblies,
‘Circle Time' in classes and other sessons, differences are highlighted in order to show that
everyone matters and is a pecia persondity. This message hepsdl pupils to have a sense of
security in the school. Support staff provided by the school is adequate to ensure educational
incluson for dl levels of ability and this provison is especidly good for English as an additiond
language and specid educationa needs pupils.

Child protection procedures are very good and satisfy statutory requirements. Heelth and
safety provison isaso good but the school has limited indoor space necessitating some
articles being placed in corridors, thus congtituting a degree of risk to safety.

The after-school programme in the school is good and gives pupils an opportunity to engage
in activities which promote learning, relaxation and socid interaction; for example, thereisa
weekly homework and study group for Key Stage 2 pupils under adult supervison, catering
for pupils who are behind with their work. Although the Learning Mentor’s service in the
school has been arecent innovation it is clear that this provison is making a strong, postive
and effective impact on dl levels of schoal life and contributes very well to the socid and
mora development of pupils.

Procedures for monitoring and promoting good behaviour are very good. In addition the
control of aggressive behaviour isaso very good. The procedures for improving attendance
aregood. The headteacher and senior management team are conscious of the need for avery
purposeful effort to achieve a higher leve of atendance than isthe case currently. It hasset a
target of 94 to 95 per cent attendance rate for this school year or, at least, to equate to the
nationd attendance rate. Asmost pupils like and want to be in school then with the full
commitment of the Learning Mentor Service and that of the educationd welfare officer, the
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school hopes that by re-structuring its daily programme together with continued
encouragement to parents to get their children to school on time, their attendance target will
be achieved.

The school has very good procedures for helping in the persona development of its pupils.
Exigting arrangements for assessing and supporting pupils attainment and progress are good
while those for the use of assessment information to guide curricular planning are very good.
There is now a co-ordinated assessment system across the curriculum. Targets for each child
are monitored from the Foundation Stage to Year 6. The Strategy, in caseswhere thereisa
gap between targets and performance, isto stimulate the latter rather than to lower the former.
The assessment system isin place and is working well.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

46.

47.

48.

49,

The partnership between the school and parentsis good and contributes effectively to the
standard of education in the school. Parents have very good views of the school. Parents are
ready to bring their children from some distance so that they can benefit from the education
offered. One parent, for instance, in an interview with agroup of parents, testified that by
transferring her child to the school from another where its performance was well below
average the child had been able to get very high grades in Standardised Attainment Tests
(SATS). Thisview, far from being isolated, wastypica of those expressed at the pre-
ingpection meeting with parents and through the completed questionnaires. Parents have been
found to be satisfied with the school, the teaching and the academic results achieved by their
children. Those tending to disagree or to agree strongly with the contents of the questionnaire
varied from two to four per cent only. Eighty-four per cent fed the school has high
expectations of pupilswhile 69 per cent are satisfied with academic performance and
progress. On the whole, parents fed Deykin Avenue School is avery caring school and
delivers agood education.

Linkswith parents are good. The Home-School Agreement system is active, as required, and
pupils have homework books by which parents are engaged in their children’s education. The
level of homework across the school is considered to be adequate. The Learning Mentor
Service in the school, though recent, is dready serving as a home-schooal link which provides
an important two-way channel for information and feed-back. Parents expressed satisfaction
with the access they have to the school and teaching staff.

The quality of the information provided for parentsisgood. There are regular newdetters; the
Annua Report by the Governing Body is attractively produced and illustrated and thisis aso
the case with the School Prospectus. The report on their children’s educational performance,
progress and attainment sent to parents annudly is equaly good with clear and informétive
contents.

The partnership between school and parentsis good and active. Parents listen to pupils read.
The schoal is exploring different ways to include the parents more in pupils learning.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?
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Very good progress has been made since the last ingpection in May 1997 and the
headteacher, who was appointed following this, has made grest progress in moving the school
forward and standards are improving significantly in the core subjects. Teaching is very good
with strength in planning and the use of resources and the curriculum is rich, broad and
relevant. Pupils with specia educationd needs are very well provided for. Planning is
srategic and the role of the co-ordinator is being devel oped.

The leadership and management are of ahigh quality. The headteacher provides inspirationa
leadership and is supported very well by the professional gpproach of the newly appointed
deputy headteacher. All the teaching staff share anumber of responsbilities which they do
very wel indeed. Everyone works together as avery effective team. Thisincludesthe
support seff, the secretary, the Learning Mentor, caretaking and cleaning staff and lunchtime
supervisang daff. Governorstake greet pridein their role as* critica friends and bring many
srengths to the management of the school. They play afull role in deciding the school’s
priorities and setting the budget. They are fully aware of the strengths and wesknesses in the
school, and they know what has to be done to make the school even better. The school
development plan is a very good document, which will lead the school forward successfully.
Itisfully costed with clearly laid out timescales and responsibilities. Everyone isinvolved and
committed to improving the work of the school.

The headteacher and her team are absolutely clear that improving standards, teaching and
learning are their main priorities and in thisthey are successful. There are good systems for
monitoring the work of the school, and these are having a significant impact on the
improvements o far. Targets are set for individuas and groups in English and thisis being
extended across the core subjects. They are monitored at regular intervals and teachers are
focussed on the performance of their pupils. This contributes very well to the overdl am to
rase dandards. Teaching and learning are monitored effectively in English, mathematics and
science by the subject co-ordinators and headteacher. In addition teachers performanceis
monitored effectively.

The governing body fulfilsdl of the Satutory requirements effectively. The governorsvist the
school regularly and are fully involved in school life. They know the school very well and are
kept well informed about what is actudly happening in school. They maintain very good links
between the school and the community and undertake their responsibilities conscientioudly.
They are very clear about the standards the school achieves and how it performs againgt
nationa standards and those of amilar schools. They make full use of this information when
etting targets for improvemen.

The provision for teachers and support staff is good and this has a positive impact on the
progress of pupils. Learning resources are good in most aress of the curriculum and are used
well to support pupils learning. Resources are unsatisfactory in desgn and technology. The
accommodation is a bright, purposeful learning environment.

The budget is managed effectively and the headteacher and the governing body monitor
expenditure very carefully. There are well-organised plans to spend the carry forward of 7.5
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per cent on clearly identified priorities such as resources for the school. They review the
effectiveness of spending againg the benefits for pupils and are cautious when congdering
tendering for improvement, re- gppointing teaching staff, or increasing the numbers of non-
teaching support. The decision to spend double the average expenditure on non-teaching
support has proved to be very effective. The progress made by pupils with specia
educationa needs, and those for whom English is an additiond language would not have been
possible without the resources to support the quality of teaching and learning. This excellent
drategy, supported by the loca education authority, has promoted the very good inclusion of
al groups of pupilsin order to provide their full entittement of curricular and extra-curricular
activities, regardless of gender, age, ability or background. The school decided to use most
of itsincome designated for specia educationd needs to provide additiona trained support
gaff. This has proved effective in contributing to the progress being made by pupils especidly
those with statements of specid educational need. Other specific grants have been used
effectivey, particularly those rdaing to staff professona development, the Birmingham Grid
for Learning and the implementation of the National Strategies for Literacy and Numeracy.

Systems for the day-to-day adminigiration of the school’ sfinancid affairs are very good and
effective. Supported effectively by the local education authority’ s Finance Officer, the
adminigtrative ass stant accesses an ever-increasing range of technology to support her work
as she accepts more responsibility for financial management. Day-to-day collections of
money from pupils, are handled efficiently by supporting saff, and governors are extremely
well informed now that they have taken over control of adminigtering the budget from the loca
education authority. The finance committee meets at least termly and maintains an excellent
overview of the school’sfinancid Stuation. Private funds are audited annudly and limits are
imposed upon expenditure. There are detailed procedures for ordering and receiving goods.

There are very good procedures for gpplying the principles of best value. Of particular noteis
the way in which governors evauate the impact of their decisons. In implementing the action
plan since the last ingpection, teaching hasimproved significantly in Years 3 to 6; guidelines
are now in placefor al curricular areas, standards have been improved in the core subjects of
English, mathematics, science and information and communication technology. The provison
for pupils with specid educationa needs and English as an additiond language is now very
good. Thereisaso now aformalised gpproach to assessment in the core subjects, and the
role of the subject co-ordinators has been extended to make them more effective in
contributing to the raising of sandardsin their subjects.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

Deykin Avenue Junior and Infant School provides pupils with avery effective level of education and
there are many strengthsin what it does. As the school has dready identified, to improve even
further, the governors, headteacher and staff should:

1. Rasedandardsin ICT and design and technology by:
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Making sure that teachers throughout the school build progressively on what pupils
know, understand and can do.

(see paragraphs 13, 27, 144)

Provide teachers with the opportunity to observe the best practice in the school.
(see paragraphs 18, 125)

Ensuring that dl activities are well planned throughout the schoal.

(see paragraph 18)

Sharpen up the systems for recording what the pupils have learnt in alesson. (see
paragraphs 24, 150)

Improve resources in design and technology.

(see paragraphs 12, 126, 147)

Improve the effective use of time and the structure of the school day.
(see paragraph 27)

Attendance: Monitor and achieve ahigher level of attendance.
(see paragraph 14)
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of |essons observed 53
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 18
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
Number 5 20 23 5 0 0 0
Percentage 9 39 43 9 0 0 0

The table gives the number and percentage of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching. Care should be taken when interpreting these percentages as each lesson represents two percentage points

I nformation about the school’s pupils

Pupils on the school’sroll Nursery | YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) na 159
Number of full-time pupils known to be eigible for free school medls na 838
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery | YR-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of special educational needs na 2
Number of pupils on the school’s specid educational needs register na 20
English as an additional language No of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additiond language 85
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 54
Pupils who left the school other than at the usud time of leaving 31
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Attendance

Authorised absence

%

School data 57

National comparative data 5.6

Unauthorised absence

%

School data

1.7

National comparative data

0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2)

Year | Boys | Girls | Tota
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 1 for the latest | 2001 7 8 15
reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Boys 5 5 5
Numbers of pupils at NC Girls 5 5 6
level 2 and above
Total 10 10 11
Percentage of pupils School 67 (83) 67 (78) 73(89)
at NC leve 2 or above National 84 (83) 86 (84) 91 (90)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 4 5 5
Numbers of pupils at NC Girls 4 5 5
level 2 and above
Total 8 10 10
Percentage of pupils School 53 (78) 67 (89) 67 (83)
a NClevel 2 or above National 85 (84) 89 (89) 89 (89)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6)

Year | Boys | Girls | Tota
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 2 for the latest | 2001 10 15 25
reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Boys 8
Numbers of pupils at NC Girls 1
level 4 and above
Total 19
Percentage of pupils School 76 (81) 72 (8)) 76 (88)
a NC level 4 or above National 75 (75) 71 (72) 87 (85)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 5
Numbers of pupils at NC Girls 1
level 4 and above
Total 16
Percentage of pupils School 64 (69) 68 (81) 64 (62
a NC level 4 or above National 72 (70) 74 (72) 82 (79)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin the last school year

Fixed
period

Permanent

Black — Caribbean 1
heritage

Black — African heritage

Black — other

Indian

Pakistani

Bangladeshi

Chinese

White

No of

pupils
Black — Caribbean heritage 10
Black — African heritage 12
Black — other 0
Indian 3
Pakistani 17
Bangladeshi 0
Chinese 0
White 65
Any other minority ethnic group 15

N|lw|lo|j]o|]o|lo|oOo| O

Other minority ethnic
groups

oO|lo|lo|j]o|lOo|]Oo|O]| O

This table refersto pupils of compulsory school age only.

Teachers and classes

Qualified teachersand classes. YR -Y6

This table gives the number of exclusions of pupils of compulsory
school age, which may be different from the number of pupils

excluded.

Financial information

Total number of qudified teachers 8.9
(FTE)

Number of pupils per qualified 20
teacher

Average class size 22.7
Education support staff: YR -Y6

Total number of education support 7
staff

Total aggregate hours worked per 148

week

FTE means full-time equivalent.

Financial year 2000/1
£

Tota income 423487
Totd expenditure 410918
Expenditure per pupil 2704
Balance brought forward from 20289
previous year

Balance carried forward to next year 32858
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Recruitment of teachers

Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years 4.5
Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years 7
Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE) N/A
Number of vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE) N/A
Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less 4
than one term (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturnrate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes schoal.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

The teaching is good.
| am kept wdl informed about how my child is
getting on.

I would feel comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The schoal is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outside lessons.

Summary of parents and carers responses

Number of questionnaires sent out 159
Number of questionnaires returned 45
Srongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know
&4 13 2 0 0
69 29 0 2 0
64 31 0 4 0
58 36 4 2 0
69 31 0 0 0
53 42 2 2 0
76 22 2 0 0
76 24 0 0 0
60 38 2 0 0
58 40 2 0 0
73 22 4 0 0
53 40 2 2 2

The parents who responded to the questionnaire and attended the parents meeting were fully
supportive of every agpect of the school, including the headteacher and the teaching staff. They fdt
that the school was extremely well led and managed. They were highly complimentary and

supportive of the headteacher.

Other issuesraised by parents
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In response to the questionnaires and at the meeting, parents had few negative views of the school.

I nspection evidence supports the very positive views of al parents.

PART D: THE STANDARDS AND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE
CURRICULUM, SUBJECTS AND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

58.  There have been good improvements since the last ingpection in provison for children in the
Foundation Stage and it isnow good. Children are admitted to the Reception classin the
September nearest thelir fifth birthday. There are currently 23 children in the Reception class.
A scrutiny of wall displays, resources and children’ s work was carried out.  Children were
heard read and aso talked to inspectors about their school experiences.

59.  Children enter Reception with well below average attainment. Staff complete initial
assessments, which provide them with avery clear overview of the children’s capabilities.
Basdline assessments’ take place during the first six weeksin Reception. Theinformation is
used well to provide good curriculum based on ‘the stepping stones’ in the six areas of
learning. Children with specid educationa needs and those with English as an additiona
language needs are identified early and dl the children are fully included in the wide and varied
activities that are planned for them. By the end of the Foundation Stage, most children are on
courseto achieve ther targets in the Early Learning Godsin dl areas. However, a sgnificant
minority with specia educational nesds will not achieve these. Mogt of the children are
making good progress in their Reception year.

60. Thequadlity of teaching and learning is good in communication, language and literacy,
mathematicd, creative, knowledge and understanding of the world and the persond, socid
and emotiond development aress of learning. Teaching is satisfactory in the physicd area of
learning. The Foundation Stage team work effectively together providing awelcoming and
secure atmosphere for young children. They plan the programme together and both teacher
and support staff are actively involved in supporting children’s persond development and
learning. Staff work well together to create a imulating and safe environment. There are
good assessment procedures in place and the teacher uses thisinformation well to identify
needs and inform planning the next tasks for the children. Children with specia educationa
needs and English as an additiona language are supported very well which greatly enhances
their learning. They make good progress throughout the Foundation Stage. Very positive
links with parents are in place and there is regular daily contact, which helps to promote the
very good reaionships that exist between staff, parents and children. The main improvements
since the previous ingpection have been in planning and resources. Thereisagood
Foundation Stage policy in place and a good range of equipment including pedaled vehicles.

Personal, social and emotional development

61. Children’spersond, socid and emotiond development is given ahigh priority to good effect.
Teaching isgood in this area, which helps most children to make good progress and as a
result some are likely to exceed the early learning gods by the end of the Reception year.

* Baseline assessments : assessments that take place when the children have spent six weeks in Reception
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Staff creste awarm and caring atmosphere which enhances children’ s sense of security and
confidence. Children demongtrate good levels of concentration when painting and
congructing. They are expected to manage changing and washing themsdves and are
encouraged to take respongbility for their belongings. They behave very well as members of
alarge group when responding to questions, listening to stories and Singing rhymes. The
adults promote the children’ s independence very well and this is why they make good
progress. They develop agood understanding of other cultures and Christian beliefs through
assemblies.

Communication, language and literacy

62.

63.

By the end of the Foundation Stage most children have made good gainsin their learning in
reading and attainment is average for their age. Some children are dready attaining the early
learning gods for reading and can link soundsto letters, read familiar and common words and
re-tell gories. A good range of fiction and non-fiction books, organised into different levels of
chdlenge are enjoyed by the children and regularly taken home. The children’ s gppreciation
of stories such as Elmer the Elephant is stimulated by good, expressve story telling in
lessons, which is both exciting and absorbing for al children. The qudity of teaching is good
overal and there is agood emphass on reading and stories.

Attainment and progress in spesking and listening are good and in writing is satisfactory and
childrens kills are taught well in these areas by the teacher and support staff. Mot children
are likely to reach the early learning gods by the end of the Reception year. All children
including those with specid educationd needs and English as an additiond language make
good progress. Children with very limited language skills are supported very well from the
outset. Children who enjoy mark making asthey write letters regularly vist awriting area.
The early stages of word building are supported well in group work in the literacy hour and
there are many examples of children producing early writing. They are developing agood
sense of purposein their imaginative role-play. Children respond to questions from adults
reedily in large and smdl group Stuaions. They are dso supported well in self-chosen
activities and play.

M athematical development

64.

When children enter Reception their attainment in mathematicsis well below average. By the
end of the Reception year most of the children are on course to achieve their early learning
gods and asignificant minority will exceed these. Counting is built on very well in Reception
and most children can count accurately to 20. Staff provide awide range of activities, which
are imaginative and enjoyable, with a strong focus on counting out the teddies and dinosaurs.
Children can recognise the numbers 1 to 10 and dl, including the higher achievers, are suitably
chdlenged. They are gaining agood understanding of colour, shape and sze. The qudity of
teaching and learning is good and children with specia educationa needs and English asan
additiond language are very wel supported so that their learning is effective and they make
good progress. Teachers and support saff develop their mathematical vocabulary very well.

Knowledge and under standing of the world
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65.

66.

Provision and teaching for the children to develop knowledge and understanding of the world
around them are good. This helps children’ s learning and they make good progress. Most
children are on route to achieve their early learning goals by the end of the Reception yesar.
Development in the children’ s aility to explore and investigate, to find out how things work,
to build, construct and make are supported by awell resourced classroom and adequate
gpace. Children congtruct models out of found materials and use a tape recorder to listen to
and replay music.

Children access a computer in the classroom and use a mouse and keyboard to move icons
and change pictures as needed. Children enjoy using the computer programs to dress teddy
for winter and for counting and adding numbers. Mot children are confident in using the
mouse to follow smple computer programs in literacy and mathematics. For ingtance,
children can use the mouse effectively to activate Smple animations on the screen. Children
are provided with valuable opportunities to observe and handle materials from the natural
world such as plants, insects, leaves, animas, wood or ice. The safe outdoor environmert,
adjacent to the classroom is not explored fully for thisarea of learning. Thereis potentid to
creste smdl environmentsin the outdoor play areato support learning in knowledge and
undergtanding of theworld. Children are confident, and show increasing avareness of
festivals such as the Chinese New Year. Effective use is made of resources to support
children’slearning. They are developing agood sense of time and place and have agrowing
awareness of their own culture and other peopl€'s cultures.

Physical development

67.

Teaching is satisfactory overdl and children make satisfactory progress in the physical areas
of learning. Attainment in children’s physica development is satisfactory and most will attain
the early learning godsin physica development. Activities are planned to systematically
develop children’s kills. They play safely and can ride their wheeled vehicles competently.
They enjoy practisng physica skills such as dimbing and baancing. They show an increasing
awareness of space, move confidently and some children have good co-ordination skills.
They have a sound awareness of hedth and safety issues. Children’s dexterity is developing
well through playing in the sand and water, rolling, cutting and threading beads. Their writing
and gluing skills are devel oped steadily and they handle glue, pencils, scissors and
paintbrushes successfully. During hdl time too much timeis dlowed for creating a dance
based on the * Carnival of Animas . The session lasts an hour after which time children begin
to lose interest in their dance and become unsettled. However, children manage to create
interesting movements and enjoy wearing their anima costumes.

Creative development

68.

Children enter school with well below average cregtive skills. Mogt children are on course to
achieve their targets by the end of the Reception year. Children make good progress because
the qudity of teaching isgood. Activitiesare wdl planned and appropriate to the children’s
stage of learning. They learn about pattern, colours and texture and express their own ideas
well in pattern. Mot children can use paint effectively and know how to hold a paintbrush
correctly. Their imaginative play progresses well and adults provide very good role models.
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They respond well to music and Sng awide range of songsto develop their literacy and
numeracy skills. They enjoy music and learn how to handle smple percusson ingruments
correctly in music lessons. They a0 cregte an interesting range of moddls. Childrenin
Reception have many va uable opportunities to express their own ideas and communicate their
fedings through role-play. Children with specia educationa needs and English asan
additional language make good progress. Refugee children with very limited language kills
are very well supported by adults.

ENGLISH

69.

70.

Very good progress has been made since the last inspection. In the nationa testsin 2001, the
seven year olds achieved below average standards in reading and writing. The 11 year olds
achieved sandards in line with the nationd average. 1n 2001 significantly more pupilsin Y ear
2 and Year 6 achieved satisfactory standards in reading and writing than they did at thetime
of the previous ingpection and over recent years. The school reached its English targets for
2001, and in some cases the pupils exceeded these. In comparison to Smilar schools
standards were well above the nationd average for seven and 11 year olds. At thetime of the
ingpection pupils atainment is above average for both seven and 11 year olds. Girlsdo less
well than boys at reading and writing however the current strategiesin place have addressed
these issues and girls are starting to do better al round. There are a number of reasons for
pupils sgnificant gains -

Teaching is very good, with many very good features. It iswell organised and well taught.
The Nationd Literacy Strategy has had a positive impact on standards and teaching.

The English curriculum is securdly in place and staff know the subject well.

There are effective systems for monitoring attainment and tracking progress. This means
that gapsin learning can be identified and tackled quickly.

Teachers provide good opportunities for pupils to develop their speaking and ligening skills.
They set up the introductory part of lessons so that pupils have time to share what they know
and have learnt, and they acquire and use the language associated with the topic. A very
good example of thisoccurred in Y ear 6, where pupils worked hard with the teacher to
produce a chilling start to astory. Pupils confidently made suggestions, some of which were
used in the story.  Throughout the school, teachers encourage pupils, when working in pairs or
in smdl groups, to discuss their work with each other. Often they consider each other’ s views
and frequently this takes their own understanding on just that little bit further. Teachers place
an gppropriate emphasis on teaching the correct terminology, asin a'Year 2 history lesson on
identifying what buses were like in the past and comparing them to modern day buses. Most
pupils have alimited vocabulary but they use the words they know to good effect.

Vocabulary is expanded well asit is associated with the different topics and subjects across
the curriculum. Mot pupilsincuding higher achieving pupils are making good progress.
Almost one in three pupils are on the register of gpecia educationa needs, and two out of
every three pupils use English as an additiond language. The group of Somalian refugees, and
Urdu and Bengdli spesking pupils who are at the earliest tage of acquiring English as an
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71.

72.

73.

74.

additiond language are dso making very good progress due to the very good level of support,
provided by teachers who plan activities that are closdly matched to their needs.

Throughout the school, whole class sessonsin persona and socid education lessons provide
good opportunities for dl the pupils to share their fedings confidently. Attainment isimproving
sgnificantly, but it is till below the expected standard for many of the seven and the 11-year-
olds.

By the time pupils are seven years old most of them achieve above average sandardsin
reading. Boysareimproving ther reading standards but they till achieve lower sandards
then girls. Pupilswith specid educationd needs and English as an additiona language
(including Somalian refugee children with limited language skills) make very good progress, as
do their classmates. Teachers know the pupils well, and accurate assessments mean that
teachers speedily identify gapsin pupils learning. Pupils reading skills are well below
average when they start school, but as they move through the school most make very good
progress. InYears 1 and 2 the pupils build successfully on their knowledge of the letter
sounds they learnt previoudy. Letter sounds and combinations are taught in a structured way,
with plenty of time for pupilsto practise. This helps them to become fluent readers. Pupils
have alove of reading and they try hard to sound out their |etters to form words, but the lower
ataining pupilsfind this difficult. Average and higher ataining pupils develop their knowledge
and undergtanding of letter sounds more speedily, and this helps them to tackle new and
unfamiliar words. In Years 3 to 5 the standard of pupils reading is satisfactory. Pupils read
fluently and accurately, and aminority of nine to 11-year-olds can spesk with first hand
knowledge of arange of different authors including Road Dahl and JK. Rowling. Most Y ear
6 pupils read with reasonable fluency and their understanding is sound. Standards are below
average for the year group. Reading record books are used well throughout the school. They
demondtrate the pupils good progress, as well as regular monitoring by class teechers.
Parents like these books, and they are an effective means of keeping parents abreast of thelr
child'sreading skills. Some of the older pupils are skilful at finding information from various
sources such as CD Rom's and literature/reference books. Other pupils need help from
adults to do this, but they are keen to succeed and they try hard.

Seven-year-olds achieve above average standards in their writing. They record their work
well in history, geography, religious education, mathematics and science and enjoy writing
poems. In one lesson the pupils were ordly ligting ingructions for a baking session, with the
teacher writing suggestions on the board. The higher and average attaining pupils successfully
identified the ingredients and the equipment, drawing on their previous learning for example,
measuring jug, wooden spoon. By using this brainstorming technique, dongside her
knowledge of the pupils attainment, the teacher was able to draw on their earlier learning
successfully. She did this by questioning the pupils and encouraging themto ‘haveago’ a
writing and spelling the words unaided. Many of them were successful in pelling these new
words by using their prior knowledge of letter sounds and blends. All of them were secure
about the purpose of their writing and knew how it differed from writing a story or a poem.
Full stops and capitd letters were used consstently, and work was negtly presented.

The standards achieved by the 11-year-olds are average, for both boys and girls. Pupilsin
Years 3to 5 are achieving about average standards for their age, and are making good, and
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75.

76.

frequently very good, progress. Good use is made of ICT to support learning and Y ear 6
pupils are given vauable opportunities to review and evauate their work as they interpret
ingtructions and information. They write a good range of poems about the sea. Pupils writing
about the life of achild in Ancient Egypt, describe lifestyles and use the correct vocabulary
well. Lower ataning pupilsfind it difficult to use arange of imagindive language. This group
use full sops and capital letters correctly, but many of them need extra help to master correct
punctuation at amore advanced level. More complex grammatica structures are well taught
across the junior age range, and this teaching is clearly having an effect on sandards.
Standards are improving for most pupils, due to very good teaching and very good use made
of learning resources to support their learning.

The qudlity of teaching is very good overdl and there are examples of very good teaching
throughout the school. All members of saff teach the Nationd Literacy Strategy very well.
The mgority of lessons, including literacy, group reading and extended writing are very well
planned. The organisation of pupilsinto groups according to ther ability helps the work to be
very well matched to pupils of different ability. Work is built on very well on what most pupils
can dready do. Thisissupported by very good assessment within the lesson and over a
period of time. The teachers use very good methods and organisation to support pupils
learning. The schoal’ s very good procedures for behaviour management, which are
consgtently applied by staff, mean that the management of pupilsisvery good. Thisisaso
enhanced by the excdllent relationships teachers have with pupils and very good attention is
givento induding al pupilswel in learning. Pupils usethe library very well to research
information and their independent learning sKkills are developed very well. Pupils with specia
educationd needs are supported very well. Where gppropriate pupils with English asan
additional language and refugee children with very limited language sKkills are supported very
well. Homework has been planned to support learning effectively and is matched to work in
the classroom.

The subject is very well managed and there is a clear, shared plan for the way forward. The
co-ordinator has worked very hard to support staff in the implementation of the literacy
srategy, and she has been very successful. Good systems for monitoring and evauating
standards, teaching and learning provide accurate and up-to-date information o that trends
are identified and gaps can be tackled without wadting time. There is now a consstent
gpproach to the teaching of English, and this helps the pupils to make good gainsin dl aspects
of the subject. Day-to-day assessment is good, and is used well as abassfor planning the
next sagesin learning for dl the pupils. Because overd|l standards have been very low in the
past there have been no higher attaining pupils. Thisis garting to change now, and saff are
beginning to identify higher ataining pupils and to plan suitable work for them. Thisareais
poised for development as standards improve across the board.

MATHEMATICS

77.

Overdl, in the 2001 statutory tests, standards in mathematics were judged to be well above
those typical for seven-year-olds when compared with schools nationdly and high when
compared with standards of schools considered to be of asmilar nature. When using smilar
comparisons for pupils by the age of 11, standards were below average when compared with
al schools nationally but above the standards considered typical when compared with those
for pupilsin amilar schools
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78.

79.

80.

81.

Evidence gathered during the ingpection from lesson observations, scrutiny of work in pupils
books and after discussions with pupils and teachers indicates that there has been significant
improvement in standards since the last ingpection in 1997, when standards were judged to be
only satisfactory by the age of seven and below by the age of 11.

Pupils by the age of seven reach levels that are well above average and overdl have made
very good progress. Thisisimpressive when by the age of seven, one in two pupils had joined
the school after the age of five; dmost one in three pupils are on the register of specia
educationa needs, and two out of every three pupils use English as an additiond language.
The group of Somalian refugees, and Urdu and Bengdi spesking pupils who are at the earliest
gtage of acquiring English as an additiond language are a'so making very good progress due
to the very good level of support, provided by teachers who plan activities that are closely
matched to their needs.

Overdl, pupils by the age of 11, are now performing at levels overal which are above those
consdered typical of those expected for pupils of thisage. Most pupils reach above average
gandards when using and gpplying ther skills. Onein five pupils arein line to reach the higher
Leve 5in nationd testing for 2002 and one in three pupils are working at the lower Level 3 or
below. Thereisan indication that standardsin Years 3 to 5 will exceed the standards evident
in the present Y ear 6 where dataindicates that one in two pupils has joined the school since
the age of seven, and that one in three has joined the class since the beginning of Y ear 4.
More than one in three pupilsin Year 6 are on the register of specid educationa needs, with
oneinfive being a an early sage of using English as an additiona language.

By the end of Year 2, higher attaining pupils understand place value of number to hundreds,
tens and units; mentaly recal table factsto 3, 4 and 5 times; and begin to explore numbersto
1000. Pupils of average ability use number to 100, understand place vaue to tens and units
and recognise patterns relating to the two, five and ten times tables. Most Year 2 pupils
identify common two and three-dimensiona shapes; they have good mentd skills and solve
money problems using sound strategies such as counting on from the largest coin. They
recognise odd and even numbers, and use doubles and near doubles to solve addition
problems. Pupils use standard units to record timein hours, half and quarters and measured
accurately in centimetres. Interpreting informeation shown in smple pictograms and bar charts
has been identified as needing improvement and al pupils have now practised these skills.
Lower attaining pupils practise smple addition and subtraction with numbers up to 10 and
sequence larger numbers. Overdl, pupilsin this age group attain well above average
gandards in the important skills of mathematics. Inthe Year 2 class, pupils develop Strategies
to find totas by counting on with lower ataining pupils usng number parsto 10, and with
higher attaining pupils usng numbersto 20. Inthe Years 3 and 4 group pupils were taught
srategies for adding 9 or 11 to agiven number, and in Years 5 and 6 pupils developed
multiplication strategies by making numbers more managesble. Higher attaining pupilsin Y ear
6 have developed very good strategies to solve problems by identifying key words and
phrases and to identify the processes and units demanded.
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82.

83.

85.

86.

By the age of 11, pupils have a very good understanding of place vaue to more than 1000
and use fractions and percentages confidently. Pupils multiply and divide decimas to two
places, and know how to use and interpret co-ordinates. They calculate the mode, mean and
median, and have a good understanding of ratio and proportion. These high standards are also
reflected in much of the work undertaken by the higher attaining pupilsin Year 5. Average
ataining pupils multiply three digit figures by two digit figures, dassfy two dimensona shepes
and three dimensional objects, measure perimeters and calculate areas of shapes. In
discussion, pupils of average attainment demonstrated a very good understanding of numeracy
including factor and multiple; showed a good understanding of place value including decimal
fractions; and recognised square and prime numbers accurately. Lower ataining pupils have
agood understanding of the place vaue of numbers but are less confident when using arange
of grategiesto multiply larger numbers. Pupilswith specia educationa needs are supported
very well, and the very good levels of support by classroom and integration assistants enable
these pupils to remain in the higher ability groups. These pupils are managed very well by
teaching staff who recognise their needs and respond appropriately especidly to those whose
behaviour has hindered their progress in the past.

Good progressis maintained in Years 3to 4 and acceleratesin Years 5 and 6. This progress
ismaintained by a combination of teaching that is consstently very good and a commitment by
the headteacher and governorsto provide avery good level of support that ensures that pupils
of dl ethnic groups are chdlenged and receive their full entittement. A very good example of
thisleve of inclusion was observed in Y ear 4 where pupils a an early stage of acquiring
English language skills received excdlent support, as did higher ataining pupils who were
chalenged throughout by an Advanced Skillsteacher. The persistence of the headteacher;
the use of resources from within the Education Action Zone, and the commitment by the locdl
education authority, has been effective in raisng standards.

Teachers throughout the school have implemented the National Numeracy Strategy very well
and there is congstency in the three stages of each lesson. Overdl, the mental and ord
introductions are good; pupils are then set tasks, which are well matched to their abilities; and
then the summing up period is used to check gainsin knowledge and understanding. At its
best, this part of the lesson is used to introduce new learning or to inform pupils about the next
stage of learning. Effective in-service training has raised the knowledge and understanding of
the requirements of the National Numeracy Strategy and creeted a better balance to the
curriculum overal. The concentration on developing mental and ord skills and then using
these sKills has enabled pupils to work a a grester pace. The insgstence that pupils explain the
srategies they have chosen to solve their problems has contributed effectively to the railsing of
gandards. Homework is used consistently well to support teaching and learning in
mathematics.

Overdl the teaching of mathematicsis very good, with some excellent teaching in both the
infant and junior phases. Asaresult, the quaity of learning isvery good. Pupils are well
behaved and they have very good atitudes to learning.

Overdl the qudity of teaching and learning has improved impressvely snce the last ingpection,
particularly in Key Stage 2 where it was then consdered to be unsatisfactory.
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87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

Thereisnow alevd of teeching and learning which is congstently very good, with some
excdlent teachingin Years 1, 2 and 5. In the three lessons seen in Key Stage 1, and thefive
lessons seen in Key Stage 2, planning clearly identified what pupils were expected to learn
and did learn, and each ability group within each class was chalenged to build on previous
knowledge and understlanding. Since the last ingpection, teachers have concentrated on
promoting skills and strategies enabling pupils to solve problems and explain what they are
doing, and more importantly, how they are solving their problems and which srategies they
areusng. Teachersknow ther pupils well and maich questionsto their abilitiesinvolving dl in
the whole class discussions. Of particular note was the way in which teachers employed
strategies that encouraged pupils to discuss their work with their partners during whole class
preparation or summing up. This alowed support gaff to be fully involved throughout the
lesson and not just during the time when pupils were working in their groups. Often, this
strategy encouraged dl ability groups to be chalenged and added considerably to the quality
of teaching and learning. Information and communication technology makes an effective
contribution to the recording of pupils mathematica work.

The information collected from termly school tests, together with information gained by
andysing previous strengths and weaknesses in nationd testing is used to match the qudity of
teaching to the needs of groups of pupils. This enables planning to be more focussed, with
teaching and learning objectives matched more keenly to the ability of pupils. Although
marking is consstent, it is used to best effect when it informs pupils of the progress they have
made, skills they have achieved, and how their work is presented. Comments such as‘ Back
to your high standards please’, * Y ou know your doubles’, and Y ou know how to add tens
inform and remind pupils of their achievements and promote confidence and very good
attitudes.

The relationships between adults and pupils are very good, and pupils respond positively
when teachers vaue their contributions. Thelir self-esteem is high when caring teachers praise
them for being * So Close' rather than *Wrong'. Pupils enjoy their mathematics and
collaborate well in their investigations. Pupils agree that ‘Mathsisfun’, as did parents during
theinitia meeting. In al lessons pupils were never less than well behaved. They responded
positively to challenge, and were attentive and eager to contribute to lessons and use their
skillsand gtrategies. Work in books reflected the high expectations of teachers and the effort
of pupils

Mathematicsis led by an enthusiastic co-ordinator, who has avery good vison of what is
needed for the future. Development planning indicates the high priority given to the raising of
sandards. Initiatives such as* Springboard’ have concentrated on raising attainment for
targeted groups. School and nationd testing have been analysed and there are good records
of progress according to gender and ethnic groupings. This good strategy has identified the
need to focus on the mathematical development of girls, and identifies that boys of African and
Caribbean origin are making good progress.

The monitoring of the quality of provison in mathematics is ongoing and the Strategy of
observing focused parts of lessons, and examining teechers planning and the work of pupils
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has contributed to the raising of standards. Written and verba reports have been shared with
the link Numeracy governor and consequently the governing body isvery well informed. The
mathematics co-ordinator maintains and organises a good range of resources and is acutely
aware of the need to extend the use of computers to support learning, and to use the good
information thet is available to chalenge pupils by identifying individud targets. He has
regponded positively to the high turnover of teaching staff by arranging good in-service training
both within school and through the local education authority. The Numeracy consultant® has
been used effectively to sharpen skills and to maintain and raise the subject knowledge of al
teachers. Pupils numeracy skills are used well to support their work in science and
geography. Their independent learning skills are developed well and effective use is made of
the schoal library.

SCIENCE

92.

93.

94.

95.

Evidence upon which judgements were made in science, were gathered through the
observation of six lessons, examining current and previous pupils work, discussion with class
teachers and the subject co-ordinator, scrutiny of resources and looking at the wealth of
display materia around the school.

In the year 2000 teachers assessmentsin science for pupilsin Y ear 2 showed that standards
in science were below the nationd average. 1n 2001, the assessments suggested that
standards in science were well below what was expected nationdly. However, the
assessments show that pupils achieving ahigher Level 3 were above what wastypica for
pupils aged seven. By the end of Year 6, the 2000 nationd tests in science indicated that
attainment for pupils was above the nationa average, and in comparison with smilar schools
was well above the standard typica for 11 year olds. There was very little differencein the
performance of boys compared to that of girls at either age.

There has been a steady upward trend in standards for both age groups since the last
ingpection. In 2001 the invalidated test results indicate that there was adip in the
performance of 11 year olds, placing them well below the expected leve for pupils nationaly.
Compared with smilar schools, their performance was till below what wastypica. The
good progress made following the last ingpection was not maintained during the year 2000—
2001.

InYear 1, pupils are able to identify the different materias and their properties that are used
to make up avariety of objects. They can talk about their observations and record their work
through smple drawings or short sentences. By Year 2 pupils are learning about the
principles of far testing®. In apractica activity, they were able to predict whether a number
of materials were waterproof, then test their predictions. They were able to discuss their
observations and record them on aworksheet.

® The LEA numeracy consultant has worked alongside staff and children throughout the school to support them
in the mathematical learning.

® Pupils used ‘ Fair testing’ in science lessons to test their hypotheses. It meansthat all the experiments are
carried out using the same methods and equipment to test their ideas.
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97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

InaYear 3lesson pupils were learning the importance of food as an essentid to the basic
conditions needed for animals and humansto survive. They have abasic understanding of the
food groups needed to ensure a balanced diet and that such a balance isimportant to maintain
good hedth. They made good progress in this topic on food, which was linked to a project in
design and technology.

In Year 4, pupilsinvestigated friction and |learned that it can dow or even stop the movement
of objects. In apracticd experiment, they learned that the sole of a shoe needed to be made
of amaterid, which increasad friction, especidly for walking on dippery surfaces. Inthe
practical work, they were using principles of fair testing as they used a Newton Meter to
compare the differences in friction of number of shoes on avariety of surfaces.

A Year 5 group of pupilsinvestigated the process of evaporation. They learned and have a
good understanding of factors, which cause evaporation and through arange of group tasks,
carried out fair testing of their predictions.

A practicd investigation into the friction caused by air resistance was part of aunit of work in
Year 6. Pupils experimented with paper autogyros to explore the effects of air resstance
againg amoving object. They tried changes to the weight of the autogyro and length of the
“wings’ to measure the effects of such variables. They understood thet air resstance dows
down amoving object and that it acts in the opposite direction to the movement. Pupils were
able to use comparative language to explain the results of their investigations. There has been
aggnificant improvement in the pupils ability to make use of their knowledge, skillsand
understanding in science. In comparison with the findings of the previous report, there is much
practica, investigative work going on throughout the school. In order to raise stlandards
further there is a greater focus on the accurate recording of pupils findings.

Teaching is conggtently satisfactory through the school with anumber of examples of good
and very good teaching, especidly a Key Stage 1. The best teaching was characterised by
the teacher’ s good subject knowledge, a brisk pace to the lesson with effective use of
questioning to stimulate and chalenge pupils, pupils demongtrated their enjoyment and an
eagerness to take part in discusson and share their ideas. Inasmall number of lessons,
concentration drifted when the lesson was too long and where pace and chalenge dowed.
Some lessons were too long for pupils to sustain a prolonged period of concentration, while
on other occasions the period of time alowed for the activity was too short. The school will
need to review its organisation of the day in order to address these time alocation issues.

Teachers planning is very good, based upon a scheme of work, which follows nationdly
provided advice. Thework that teachers plan provides agood match for the needs of pupils
through the age ranges. Planning for pupils with specid educationd needs, or who have
English as an additiond language, iswell done and ensures that the principles of incluson are
built into planning. The scheme provides for progress from the youngest to the oldest pupils
and ingpection evidence shows that thereis good, and in some classes very good progress
being made in the development of knowledge skills and understanding in science.
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102. Teachers planning identifies assessment opportunities to ensure on going, day-to-day
assessment. This helps teachers modify their plans to address the developing needs of their
pupils. Teachers know their pupils well and they make the learning opportunities within each
lesson auitable for the whole range of ability within the class. Forma assessment, conssting of
aplanned investigation, takes place half termly and the subject co-ordinator plans to introduce
aportfolio of assessed work in the near future.

103. Pupils enjoy their science work, and thisis particularly evident in those lessons where practica
and invedtigative activities are used. They behave wdll, showing avery posgtive étitude to
their work. Thereisagood relationship between teachers and pupils, and the management of
pupils, as aresult of the postive behaviour policy, ismost effective.

104. Pupilsin theinfant and junior phases are making good progressin science. Almost onein
three pupils are on the register of pecia educationa needs, and two out of every three pupils
use English as an additiona language. The group of Somaian refugees, and Urdu and Bengdi
spesking pupils who are a the earliest stage of acquiring English as an additiond language are
aso making very good progress due to the very good level of support, provided by teachers
who plan activities that are closely matched to their needs. It was clear from the teachers
planning that pupils were consolidating and building upon existing knowledge and
understanding. From a comparatively low leve of attainment on entry to the school, pupilsin
both age groups achieve aleve in line with the nationd average, and it is anticipated that a
sgnificant number of pupils will achieve a higher than expected attainment level by the age of
11.

105. Scienceis making an effective contribution to the development of pupils literacy and
numeracy. A range of skills, such as report writing, discusson and sharing ideas and the use
of appropriate scientific vocabulary help to promote literacy. Mathematical development is
seen through the use of charts and graphs, the deployment of a stopwatch to measure the
flight of an autogyro, and the recording of the Newton Meter datain the friction experiment.
Information and communication technology was seen in some lessons, though overdl, its use
asalearning tool for science was under-developed. Science is enhancing pupils spiritud,
mord, socid and cultura development in a number of ways. The group activities observed
showed severa instances of co-operative and collaborative work, while the pleasure of
discovery, afforded by the investigations, produced severd specid, spiritual experiences with
pupils displaying a sense of wonder at their findings.

106. Scienceisvery wel managed by the subject co-ordinator. Despite having only held the post
since September 2001, she has started to give the subject the priority it deserves. She plans
to anayse past test papers so that the scheme provides for any shortcomings in the curriculum
and has adeclared intention to raise performance in science to the high standards seenin
mathematics and English. The topics planned within the scheme are reviewed on atermly
basis and modified accordingly. The post holder scrutinises teechers planning and samples of
pupils work as part of amonitoring role. Asyet, teaching is not monitored, though there are
plansto introduce aform of team teaching where the post holder will work aongside other
teachers to support and monitor classroom practice. As anon-specidist science teacher, she
sees the need to further develop her own subject knowledge as well as supporting other
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107.

teachers through professiona development. She is dready demongtrating her leadership
qualitiesin the way that she offers support and advice to her colleagues and gives them
feedback on her scrutiny of plans and samples of pupils work.

Resources for science are good, except in the area of information and communication
technology. A wide range of equipment and apparatus for science has been well chosen to
complement the units of work in the scheme. 1t has been carefully catalogued and is available
centrally. The post holder reviews the resource position regularly and intends to make
additions and improvements as funding allows. Pupilsindependent learning skillsare
developed well and good use is made of the library.

ART AND DESIGN

108.

109.

110.

111.

112.

Attainment hasimproved since the last ingpection in Years 1 and 2, standards are now above
average a the end of Year 2. The standard of planning hasimproved and the quality of
teaching is at least good and thisis having a positive impact on the standards of pupils work.

It isin line with expectations of pupils of thisagein Y ears 3 to 6 where standards have been
maintained. By Year 6, pupils atanment in at and desgnisin line with expectations of pupils
of thisage. Completed work, photographs and displays around the school were evauated
and discussions were held with children. Pupils make good progressin art and designin the
infant and junior stages of the schoal.

In Year 1 pupils are encouraged to experiment with techniques and materids. They usea
variety of papers and fabrics to investigate the techniques of weaving. They demondtrate
good weaving skills and talk excitedly about textures, choices of fabrics, materials and
colours. They make excellent progress due to excellent teaching. Explanations are very clear
and materids are readily available to support pupils learning. Year 1 pupils cregte
imaginative paintings of their own choice and take greet pride in painting the exterior of a
puppet theatre. Painting and weaving skills are taught very well. These skills are built on well
in'Year 2 and very good teaching and very clear explanations enable them to explore and
experiment with arange of materids to create interesting textures. They create stitched,
woven, painted, tufted and rippled effects.

InYears 3 and 4 pupils understood how to control pencil and water colour in order to record
degrees of shade and tone. Information and communication technology is used to creste
repeeting patterns. In Year 5 good teaching and well-planned |essons enable pupils to
explore ideas for making containers and sharing their ideas. By Year 6 pupils apply ther
knowledge of the style of Picasso, Mondrian and Monet to their paintings.

Pupils with specia educationd needs and English as an additiona language participate in dl art
and design lessons and make very good progress. All children are fully included in art and
design experiences. Thereis very good development of dl pupils vocabulary in art and
design work

In the three lessons observed the quality of teaching is very good overdl. Teachers have a

clear understanding of the skills they want children to learn. Questions are used well to
remind pupils of their previous learning. Teachers subject knowledgeis very good and there
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isgood technical skillstuition for examplein weaving. Excellent teaching occurredinaYear 1
art and design lesson.  All resources were very well organised and teachers and support staff
developed pupils design kills very well.

Pupils are good a making choices about the materials and equipment they use. They aredso
good at evauating their own and each other’ swork. They make effective use of the library to
support their art and design work in science, history and geography. Staff are confident in
their teaching, and the co-ordinator has very good expertise in the subject, enabling her to
guide the gaff forward successfully. The next areafor development isto create an efficient
way of tracking and recording pupils skillsin art and design.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

114.

115.

116.

117.

118.

119.

Four lessons were observed in design and technology, one of which was delivered as an art
lesson, but which provided useful evidence of work thet is going on in design and technology.
Further evidence was collected through an interview with the subject post holder, scrutiny of
pupils work, conversations with pupils and examining displays around the schoal.

No judgement was made on atainment in design and technology at the time of the last
ingpection, but there were observations made about the lack of tools and resources. In this
ingpection, it was judged that by the ages of seven and 11, standards of atainment arein line
with those expected. Pupilsin both key stages were observed planning and making products
and modd s, working with tools, evauating and discussing their work.

Pupilsin Year 1 were sdecting materias and trying joining techniques to make their own
puppets. They made good qudlity, detailed drawings, which they shared with other pupils and
the teacher. When they had completed their work, they showed it and talked about it to the
whole class.

InaYear 3 classthe pupils were learning to use tools correctly and safely. They designed
and produced their own designs of sandwiches, learning the importance of food hygiene and
exploring avariety of ingredients and methods of preparation. They understand the
importance of thinking ahead about the sequence of the process. They produced some very
interesting and appetising sandwiches.

Pupilsin Year 4 designed achair for a“specia person.” They prepared their drawings well
using imaginative ideas, which they shared enthusiagticaly with the rest of the dass. They
decided on their choice of materidsin readiness for the next, making stage of their project.

A Year 5 group of pupils explored ideas for making a variety of containersto suit different
needs. They investigated the visud and tactile qualities of materids and processesin making
their desgns. They prepared drawings, sharing their ideas and choice of materids and fixings.
Some very good, well-designed boxes and containers were produced.
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121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

Although the lesson was not observed, it was possible to see the outcomes of some very
interesting designs of structures usng modelling straws. Y ear 6 pupils had gone through dl the
planning and design grategies in preparation for their making of amode hurricane shelter.

Since the last ingpection there has been much improvement in the provison of resources and
tools and athough further improvement is planned, they are satisfactory and adequate to
deliver the present curriculum. In order to improve standards further the school has identified
the need to place a greater focus on the recording of the designing and making processes.
The school recognises the difficulty in making these resources available for dl classesin the
school; the post holder plans to purchase a suitable trolley to house tools and materids.

Teaching in design and technology is satisfactory throughout the school and in Year 1 there
was excdllent teaching observed. The best teaching was characterised by good planning
which ensured that the tasks were suitably matched to the needs of the pupils, where skilful
use of questioning was used to consolidate pupils knowledge and understanding of the topic
and where good management of pupils and high expectations secured good behaviour.

All pupils have full access to the curriculum. Those with specid educationa needs and for
whom English is an additional language make good progress and are well supported by
classroom assgtants. Inclusion iswell assured where design and technology is taking place.

Pupils show enthusiasm for their work in design and technology. They enjoy designing and
meaking and are willing to discuss wheat they are doing. Behaviour was excdllent in lessons
observed and pupils have a very good attitude to their work.

The subject post holder has been responsible for design and technology for two years, during
which time he has ensured that a policy, rétified by governors, isin place and thet thereisa
scheme, based on nationa advice to cover dl areas of the subject. He recognisesthat thereis
aneed for in-service training to ensure dl teachers have adequate subject knowledge, and that
resources need further improvement. He monitors teachers planning and is able to provide
support and advice for his colleagues. However, as yet, there are no opportunities afforded
for monitoring classroom practice. The school improvement plan does identify the need for
release time for the post holder to carry out areview of planning, to review and update
guidelines and to audit resources.

Accommodeation for design and technology lessons is satisfactory, with a supply of water in all
classsooms. There are ample work surfaces and sufficient storage space for pupils design
projects. To make learning effective, there is aneed for areview of resources and a solution
found to the accessihility of tools and materias. Limited use is made of the library to research
design and technology topics.

GEOGRAPHY

127.

Although only one lesson was observed in geography during the period of the inspection a
judgement on standards has been reached after talking to pupils, looking a work previoudy
completed in pupils books from the current and previous year, talking to the co-ordinator
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129.

130.

131.

and looking at the overdl planning for the subject. Taking dl this evidence into consderation
there are indications that standards are broadly typica for pupils by the ages of seven and 11.

Pupils have a satisfactory understanding of mapping skills. By the age of seven they have
made smple plans of their classroom and school and have explored their routes and methods
of travelling to school. By the age of 11 they have studied different places, and plotted them,
using co-ordinates, on maps. They tak enthusiaticaly and knowledgesbly about the
amilarities and differences between their own locality and those of the more rurd farming
community of Middleton, and the Caribbean idand of St. Lucia

In the onelesson seenin Year 5, the qudity of teaching and learning was very good. The very
good level of support given ensured that dl pupils were fully engaged in group activities,
including those with specid educationd needs and those a an early stage of acquiring English
as an additiona language. Pupils were managed very well and activities were very well
matched to the needs of each group. These pupils have studied the development of rivers,
and have discussed the effects of erosion and flooding on communities. Pupilsin Year 6 have
agreater understanding of the lifestyles of peoplein St Lucia and have compared the effects
of weather and climate. They have dso sudied the devastation caused by hurricanes on the
tourist and banana economies. In Key Stage 2, geography is linked closgly to work in
literacy. Pupils have investigated and debated the impact of cutting down treesin therain
forests and the effects of city traffic and pollution on hedth. There is evidence of teachers
using the loca areawd | with the advantage of aerid photographs to sudy settlement patterns.
These are then compared in Key Stage 2 by avisit to the rurd and farming village of
Middleton.

All pupils have full accessto the curriculum. Those with specid educationa needs and for
whom English is an additional language make good progress and are well supported by
classroom assgtants. Inclusion iswell assured when geography is taking place.

The co-ordinator has provided clear guiddinesfor the development of geography and has an
action plan for the future that includes an increasing use of information and communication
technology as an important resource for teaching and learning, and to introduce assessment
drategiesin order to record gainsin skills, knowledge and information. Pupils make effective
use of the library to research topics.

HISTORY

132.

133.

134.

I nspection evidence was gathered through the observation of four lessons, an interview with
the subject post holder, conversations with pupils, scrutiny of their work and examining
classroom displays and teaching resources.

Standardsin history have been maintained since the last ingpection and at ages seven and 11
pupils achieve aleve of atainment, which isline with nationd expectations.

Overdl, progressis satisfactory for dl pupils. Those with specia educationa needs or for

whom English is a second language make at least satifactory progress and some pupils make
very good progress. Thisis particularly true of some of the pupils who have recently joined
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136.

137.

138.

139.

140.

the school and have made excdllent progressin their learning of the English language. The
school has provided very strong support for both specia educationa needs and English asan
additiond language, ensuring that the principles of incluson are well founded.

A mgor improvement since the last inspection is that there is now awhole school scheme of
work in place. This provides sound guidance for teachers, ensures that there is continuity
throughout the school and makes sure that dl the e ements of the National Curriculum are
covered. Units of work lagting a haf term dternate with smilar blocks of time spent on
geography. In addition to the day to day assessment that goes on during the lesson, thereisa
formal assessment task used at the end of each unit of work to provide teachers with an
indication of progress.

The younger pupils are learning how to place pictures of events correctly on atimeline. They
are dso able to explain, based on their own experience, how a baby grows up and becomes a
mature adult. They can describe the changes that have taken place since they were babies
themsdves. They understand the difference between old and new and can distinguish
between toys that are old and those that have been made more recently.

Pupils a age seven understand how pictures and photographs can help them to learn about
the past. In one lesson, pupils were comparing pictures of buses from 100 years ago to the
present time. They were able to describe the differences, recording their observationson a
chart.

A group of eight-year-old pupilsin the lesson observed, were researching the religious beliefs
of the ancient Greeks. They have an understanding of the fact that the Greeks believed ina
number of gods, each with a particular *areaof responghbility’. They used research sKills
(contents and index) to locate the information from a saection of books from the school’s
history resources. They made effective use of the schoal library to support their learning,
supplemented by a very good supply of information books provided by Birmingham Public
Libraries. They have learned the names and duties of the more important Greek gods.

Pupils aged 11 were involved in a unit of work concerned with the more recent past. They
have learned that persona recollections can be used to find out about the past. They showed
themsdves cgpable of conducting awell-prepared interview with an ederly visitor, who was
able to recdl first hand memories of the Second World War. Pupils are able to explain and
are developing an understanding of the differences that have taken place since wartime,

Pupils make effective use of ICT to support them in their learning. Given sandardsare only in
line, the schoal has identified the need to write for arange of historica purposes.

Teaching throughout the school is satisfactory and at the infant Stage, al teaching was very
good. A very good feature of dl teachers work isthe very good qudity planning with
activities, which dlosdy match the needs of dl pupils. The curriculum provides for awide
range of first hand experiences for pupils, including educationd viSits to places of higtoric
interest. Recent vigits have been made to Blakedey Hall, The Heights of Abraham and
Birmingham Museums.
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141. All lessons observed indicated that teachers were making good use of assessment to help
keep track of pupils progress and to help them with their future planning. Teachers have
good subject knowledge for the teaching of history and they manage their pupils well, ensuring
that behaviour isgood. The marking of pupils work is sysematically carried out, with helpful
comments to further chalenge the pupils.

142. Pupils show an extremely pogitive atitude to their work and their behaviour is dmost ways
good. Inthe smal number of ingtances of poor behaviour from a minority of pupils, it was
usualy when the lesson had continued for too long. The school will need to look at the
adlocation and flexibility of time during the school day, to ensure that there are no lessons,
which are too long or too short.

143. The subject iswel managed by the subject co-ordinator and despite having held the post for
just one term, he isworking well to ensure that good standards are being maintained and
improved. He scrutinises teachers planning and offers advice where needed. He has dready
darted to create a portfolio of assessed work in history, which will exemplify what pupils of
different ages and attainment can achieve. In the summer term, the school improvement plan
indicates that he will have release time to work with teachersin their classrooms, supporting
and monitoring classroom practice.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

144. By the ages of seven and 11, dl pupils atain sandards in information and communication
technology that are typical of those found nationaly in these age groups, with evidence thet a
sgnificant proportion of each year group demongtrate standards which are above those
expected when using particular skills. The use of ICT skills, knowledge and understanding to
support learning across the curriculum in each cdlassroom is satisfactory. Since the
introduction of the computer suite, nationa guidelines have been used to promote skills year
on year. Younger pupils have made good progress in using these skills, knowledge and
understanding to support learning. Progressisless pronounced in Years 4, 5 and 6 where it
has been necessary to delay the introduction of more advanced skills until a firm foundation
has been reached.

145. During the last ingpection standards were considered to be satisfactory but the use of
computers to support learning was considered to be unsatisfactory. The demands of
information and communication technology (ICT) have increased sgnificantly sncethe last
ingpection and bear no relationships to expectation in 1997. At present, sandards for both
key stages are judged to be typica of what is expected for pupils aged seven and 11, with
good progress being made in skill development, particularly when using the computer to
create images, introduce colour and copy into other files.

146. Using nationdly produced guiddines, skills are being introduced and managed steadily to dll
pupils now that the good range of resourcesis available. Appropriately, in order to build on
their previous experiences, it has become necessary to delay the introduction of more
advanced skills. Consequently pupilsin Years 4, 5 and 6 are recelving asimilar level of
chalenge. Older pupilswill benefit more sgnificantly asthey gain in skills, knowledge and
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148.

149.

150.

understanding year on year. For thisreason, the good progress evident for younger pupilsis
only regarded as satisfactory for pupilsin Years 5 and 6.

All pupilslog on and use passwords successfully and use the keyboard and mouse
increesingly well asthey gain in skills and understanding. Pupils from Y ear 4 onwards know
how to save and print their work. Year 3 pupils understand files records and their filds and
they use technology successfully to control the movement of programmeable toys. Pupilsin
Year 5 use graphicsto investigate the ‘pointillist’ style of artist Georges Seurat and pupilsin
Year 6 use their own choice of ‘paint’ programs to produce designs, and then copy and
repeatedly paste into other documents. Information and communication technology is used
well to support learning in science, history, geography and art and design. Pupils from Years
3 to 6 attend the computer club and enjoy the advanced skills, which have included
investigating the use of adigital camera and using search engines to explore the Internet.
Given gandards are only in line these study and research skillswill benefit the development of
the use of technology to support the qudity of learning.

Overdl, the teaching of ICT in the computer suiteis at least good, with some very good
teaching in Y ears 3 to 6 where teachers subject knowledge is high. Pupils are managed very
well and activities are both challenging and gppropriate for the developing needs of al pupils,
with no gpparent differences between the attainment or attitudes of boys and girls. Teaching
assigants are well managed and pupils are supported very well. Pupils enjoy using computers
and generdly are well behaved. They usudly show very positive attitudes, and their
confidence is high. Teachers have clear aimsfor learning and plan to enable each ability
group to extend their skills. Higher attaining pupils are chalenged to improve, and pupils with
specia educationa needs and those for whom English is an additiond language make good
progress. Impressvely, planning encourages al pupils to succeed according to their computer
technology skills and not according to whether they understand ingtructions or not.
Consequently, many pupils who are new to the country are cagpable of good standards.

Since the lagt ingpection ICT has been given ahigh priority and nationd funding has been
added to provide very good resources. The decision to develop a computer suite has been
fully supported by the governing body. Thirteen computersin the computer suite and onein
each classroom have been linked together to provide a network using the facilities of the
Birmingham Grid for Learning. Each classroom has an additiona stand-aone computer,
which is used to extend learning particularly in literacy and numeracy. Nationa funding
intended to raise the skills knowledge and understanding of al teachers, has been targeted for
use during 2002. This has been delayed because of the number of anticipated staffing
changes.

The co-ordinators manage the development of ICT well, and have a good development plan
that isincluded in the school improvement plan. They are aware of the need to improve the
use of computers to support learning in the classroom and to use the computer suite fully to
extend learning. Plans are underway to use e-mail for al pupils and to promote assessment
drategies so that it is possible to record what pupils know, understand and can do and then to
use thisinformation to set chalenging targets for improvement. The school iswell placed to
move forward and raise atainment in information and communication technology. Pupils
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make effective use of the library and their research skills are developed well through
researching topics on the Internet.

MUSIC

151

152.

153.

154.

Standards have been maintained since the last ingpection and are satisfactory by the ages of
seven and 11. All pupils, including those with specid educationa needs and English asan
additiond language, make good progress. The quality of the curriculum is good and the
quality of teaching hasimproved.

InYears 1 and 2, pupils singing istuneful and expressive. Year 2 pupils have a satisfactory
understanding of rhythm and beat. They demongtrate a sound understanding of tempo as they
sing. Pupils are encouraged to listen to awide range of music. Vauable opportunities are
given for pupilsto evauate and refine their performance. Overdl they make good progressin
the identification of the different ways in which instruments make sounds.

By the age of 11 pupils have a secure understanding of rhythm and pitch. Increasing useis
made of ICT to support pupils learning. Years 3 and 4 have a good understanding of the
ingruments of the orchestra. Years 3, 4 and 5 pupils sing Streets of London tunefully and
with enthusasm. Given standards are only in line the school has identified the need to increase
the use made of notation to record pupils musica compositions.

The qudlity of teaching and learning throughout the school is good overdl. Thisis because
teachers have a secure subject knowledge and understanding and a clear expectation of the
pupils performance. Lessons are carefully prepared and the quadity of the curriculum is good.
Pupils literacy and numeracy skills are developed steadily through song and musical
composition. Independent learning skills are developed well through researching information
about composersin the school library. Pupils co-operate very well in lessons, display very
good attitudes and listen carefully, which helps them to make good progress. Pupils
attainment and progressis recorded informally. The co-ordinator provides clear educationa
direction for this subject.

PHYS CAL EDUCATION

155.

156.

Overd| sandards in physical education are a least typical of those found nationaly by the
ages of seven and 11. Pupils are provided with regular opportunities to improve their
performance in dl aspects of physica education, including svimming. There are good links
with aloca secondary school to develop gymnastic skills and techniques. During the period
of the ingpection, five lessons were observed with pupils reaching sandards in gymnastics that
weretypical by the ages of saven and 11. Progressis appropriate for al pupilsincluding
those with specid educationd needs and those a an early stage of using English asan
additiond language.

By the age of seven pupils use space safely and move apparatus correctly. They show good

baancing skills and there is clear evidence that the qudlity of their movement improves as the
lessons progress. Teachers have secure subject knowledge and planning indicates clear
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learning objectives that are appropriately chalenging. The quality of teaching and learning for
al lessons was good and teachers subject knowledge is secure. Teachers have good
discipline; sfety is given ahigh priority and pupils are managed well. Lessons for Sx and
seven year old pupils are alittle too long with enjoyment and enthusiasm for learning beginning
to lessen after 35 minutes. Teachers plan activities for older pupils, which build on earlier
skills. Progressterm on term, and year on year is satisfactory. Pupils respond positively
when chdlenged to refine the qudity of their movement, and they enjoy their activities,
collaborating well when combining with others. By the ages of ten and 11, pupils have
developed more control and link sequences of movement together. Given that standards are
only in line the school hasidentified the need to further develop team-building skills.

Opportunities to extend the range of activities of dance, gymnastics, ahletics and swimming
are pursued well. Outside coaches provide experiences that include basketball and cricket,
which are available as an after-school activity. Tournaments againgt other schools encourage
competition and the development of team building skills. These are further developed during
the dryer months involving pupilsin hockey, football, rounders, netball and cricket. Swimming
is planned for younger pupilsin Year 1, 2 and 3. With the high mobility of pupilsit is possble
that some pupils could leave the school at the age of 11 without the gppropriate swimming
skills. The co-ordinator is aware of the need to review the alocation of time and to promote
strategies which record what pupils know, understand and can do.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

158.

159.

During the inspection rdligious education |lessons were observed in each key stage, a scrutiny
of pupils work in books and displays was completed, and discussons held with pupils. The
sandards attained by pupils arein line with those expected in the locally agreed syllabus, by
the age of seven and 11. Standards have been maintained since the previous ingpection.
Good progress has been made in improving planning and teachers subject knowledge and
undergtanding is more secure.

The qudity of pupils learningin Years 1 and 2 isgood. Pupils recognise the festures that
make the loca church aspecid place for Chrigians. They answer with confidence why
Chrigtians are baptised and they refer confidently to other ceremonies, which take place within
the church. They recdl the sgnificance of the life of Jesus and recognise biblica stories such
as The Good Samaritan. By seven years of age, pupils can explain the circumstancesin
which Jesus entered Jerusdem and can compare the Christian practices of weddings and
christenings with other religious practices. By the age of 11, pupils have a good understanding
of beliefs other than Chridtianity, and of cultures other than their own. Pupilsin Years3 and 4
have a good knowledge and understanding of other religions. Similarly, pupilsin Years 5 and
6 deepened their knowledge and understanding of the Idamic faith. Year 5 pupils are adleto
compare thair liveswith that of Mohammed through very good teaching and effective use of
resources. By 11 years of age pupils can discuss their understanding of what heaven is and
expressther views about it. The lessons are well structured and enable pupils to write with
sengtivity on specid places and reate them to the faiths they have learnt about. Given that
gandards are only in line the school is developing the children’s ability to use firgt hand
resource materials.
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160. The quality of teaching and learning are very good overdl. All teachers are confident in their

161.

knowledge and understanding of the locally agreed syllabus, and about the religions, which are
studied throughout the school. Thereis avery good emphasis on the spiritud, mord, socid
and cultural development of pupils. Vauable work is carried out in exploring fedings and
friendships in many other activities. Thereisagood range of resources, including artefacts to
support the guiddines. The subject iswell planned into the life of the school and the schoadl’s
high mora and socia vaues are well supported by assemblies and the teaching and behaviour
of the pupils are very good. The vauable support of the local clergy enables pupilsto have a
good understanding of a place of worship and its place in the community. The use of ICT
supports pupils learning well as they research information about the meaning of the term
‘Heaven'. All pupilsin the school make effective use of the library. All pupilsincluding those
with specid educationa needs and English as an additiona language make very good
progress. Almost onein three pupils are on the register of specia educationa needs, and two
out of every three pupils use English as an additiond language. The group of Somdian
refugees, and Urdu and Bengdi spesking pupils who are at the earliest stage of acquiring
English as an additiond language are o making very good progress due to the very good
level of support, provided by teachers who plan activities that are closely matched to their
needs.

The subject is very well co-ordinated and rdligious education makes a va uable contribution to
pupils spiritud, moral, socia and cultura development. Informal assessment procedures are
in place and the subject is not formally assessed a the moment.
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