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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

This is a small Church of England primary school for boys and girls aged four to eleven years that
serves the village of Gringley and surrounding areas. It has 62 pupils, 24 boys and 38 girls, who
attend full time. There are no pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds and no pupils learning English
as an additional language. Five pupils (eight per cent) are on the register of special educational
needs which is below the national average and no pupils have statements of special educational
needs. Children’s attainment on entry to reception is above average on balance, although it varies
from year to year because of the small number of pupils in each year group. The percentage of
pupils known to be eligible for free school meals is about six per cent which is below the national
average.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

The school provides a good education for its pupils. Pupils achieve well relative to their attainment
on entry. By the age of eleven, standards are well above average in English and mathematics, and
above average in science, but they are below average in information and communication technology
and physical education. Pupils’ attitude to their work is very positive and their behaviour is good.
The leadership and management are sound. The school provides satisfactory value for money.

What the school does well

Standards by the age of seven and eleven are well above average in English and mathematics,
and above average in science.

Pupils’ attitudes to work are of a very high standard and their behaviour and personal
development are good.

Pupils’ attendance is well above the national average.

The quality of teaching and learning is good and pupils achieve well relative to their prior
attainment.

The provision for the development of pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is
good.

Parents make an effective contribution to their children’s learning.

What could be improved

Standards by the age of eleven in information and communication technology are below
average.

Pupils’ attainments in physical education do not meet national expectations.

The curriculum for children in the reception year, particularly for creative and physical
development, and the tracking of their progress are not sufficiently developed.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.
HOW THE SCHOOL HAS IMPROVED SINCE ITS LAST INSPECTION

Overall the school has made satisfactory progress in addressing the key issues of the last inspection
in July 1997. Standards of pupils’ attainment are high and have improved since the last inspection.
In 2001 all pupils achieved at least the level expected of their age in English and science and a very
high proportion of pupils achieved at least the level expected in mathematics. A higher than normal
proportion of pupils gained the higher level in English. Pupils’ attitudes to work have improved and
are now very good and pupils’ behaviour is good.

The areas for improvement have been addressed, as shown below:

- The curriculum for children in the reception year and for music is still not fully developed.
The National Literacy Strategy has been implemented well and all aspects of English are now
taught.
Pupils’ attainment in information and communication technology is still below national
expectations.
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Schemes of work, which follow national recommendations, have been implemented in all
subjects.

Pupils’ annual reports have improved and are now satisfactory.

There are still a few omissions in the governors’ annual report to parents.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils at the end of Year 6 based on average point
scores in National Curriculum tests.

compared with

Performance in: all schools similar Key
schools
1999 2000 2001 2001
English B D A A well above average A
above average B
mathematics A B B c average C
below average D
science A D C D well below average E

The small number of pupils in each year group leads to wide variations in the overall
performance of pupils from year to year, thereby making statistical comparisons and tracking of
trends over time unreliable. However, inspection judgements show that pupils’ achievements,
including pupils with special educational needs, are good overall in relation to their prior
attainments. Pupils, by the age of seven and eleven, are on course to reach well above average
standards in English and in mathematics, and above average in science.

Children in the reception year are on course to exceed the standards expected by the age of six
in personal, social and emotional development, in communications, language and literacy, in
mathematical development and in knowledge and understanding of the world. They are unlikely
to achieve average standards in physical development and creative development as children
have insufficient opportunities to extend their learning in suitable outdoor environments.

Pupils’ attainments in art and design, design and technology, geography and history are in line
with national expectations; however, pupils’ attainments in information and communication
technology and in physical education are below average.

The school is well placed to meet its appropriate targets in English and mathematics for the
proportion of pupils to reach the level expected of eleven-year-olds as the quality of teaching is
good and pupils’ attitudes to work are of a high standard and their behaviour is good.

PUPILS’ ATTITUDES AND VALUES

Aspect

Comment

Attitudes to the school

Very good; pupils are interested in their work and enjoy attending
school.

Behaviour, in and out of | Good; pupils behave well in lessons and in the playground.

classrooms

Personal development and

relationships

Very good; pupils relate very well to each other and their teachers.

Attendance

Very good; attendance is well above the national average

St Peter’'s C E Primary School - 7




TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils in: Reception Years 1 —2 Years 3—6

Quality of teaching Satisfactory Good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very poor.
‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

The quality of teaching and learning is good overall, marked particularly by teachers’ good attention
to the development of pupils’ skills of literacy and numeracy. The quality of teaching of English,
mathematics and science is good. This leads to pupils making good progress and reaching
standards that are well above average in English and mathematics and above average in science.

Planning is good overall so that most lessons are well structured and interesting with clear objectives
that are communicated to the pupils so that they understand what is expected of them. Teachers’
high expectations mean that pupils are challenged to learn and usually work hard. The quality of
relationships between teachers and pupils results in good behaviour that helps to create a positive
atmosphere within which learning can take place. Day to day assessments of pupils’ progress help to
ensure that activities are usually pitched at the correct level and build effectively on previous
learning. Support staff work effectively with pupils, helping them to learn, this is particularly true of
pupils who have special educational needs and helps to ensure that these pupils make good
progress. Homework is used appropriately to reinforce and extend classroom learning. There are
occasions when pupils are not fully challenged, or are presented with activities that are too difficult;
this leads to a lack of effort or to frustration. Also, teachers do not always insist upon full
concentration so that the pace of learning slows. Whilst most elements of the curriculum for children
under six are taught appropriately, the lack of suitable outdoor facilities inhibits the teaching of
physical development and creative development.

The quality of teaching of information and communication technology is unsatisfactory as teachers do
not plan to develop sufficiently pupils’ skills and to provide enough opportunities to use information
and communication technology to support learning in other subjects. The quality of teaching is
satisfactory in art and design and good in geography. Insufficient evidence was available to make a
judgement on the teaching of design and technology, history, music and physical education.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

The quality and range of
the curriculum

The school meets the statutory requirement to teach the National
Curriculum, and thus, its curriculum is broad and balanced. Aspects of
information and communication technology, music and physical
education, and the curriculum for pupils under six, however, are not yet
fully developed. Provision for pupils’ personal and social education is
informal but effective. Sex education and drugs awareness are well
covered. A good range of visits, visitors and appropriate out-of-school
activities enhances the curriculum.

Provision for pupils with
special educational needs

The provision is good and well organised. Teachers and support staff
take care to ensure that work is well matched to pupils’ needs.

Provision for pupils’
personal development,
including spiritual, moral,
social and cultural
development

The school provides well for the personal development of pupils.
Opportunities for pupils to reflect upon important ideas and the
wonders of science and nature are built into lessons. The school has a
clear system of sensible rules which helps to promote pupils’
appreciation of right and wrong. Opportunities for social development
permeate the life of the school. Experiences across the curriculum
help to develop pupils’ appreciation of their own and other cultures.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

The school is a safe environment for its pupils. Pupils' progress is
monitored satisfactorily, although sometimes informally, in academic
studies and personal development.
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How well the school works
in partnership with parents

Parents are generally supportive of the work of the school. The way in
which the school involves parents in the homework set for pupils
enables parents to make a positive contribution to their children's
learning.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL IS LED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment
Leadership and | The leadership and management of the headteacher and deputy
management by the | headteacher are sound. Other co-ordinators support the senior

headteacher and other key
staff

management team well with a strong commitment to raising standards.

How well the governors
fulfil their responsibilities

The governors play an active and supportive role and have a good
understanding of the school. The governing body has failed to
implement the policy for performance management in respect of
setting objectives for the headteacher.

The school’s evaluation of
its performance

The school has identified appropriate areas for development. The
procedures for tracking children’'s small steps of learning have not
been established for children in the reception year.

The strategic use of

resources

The school deploys its staff suitably to support teaching and learning.
The accommodation is unsatisfactory as the size of the hall restricts
the provision of gymnastics and dance. The outdoor area and learning
resources to support the physical and creative development of children
in the reception year are inadequate and adversely affect opportunities
for teachers to plan activities to enhance children’s progress. Financial
planning is appropriate and the school is careful to use its funding to
best effect for the benefit of pupils.

PARENTS’ AND CARERS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most

What parents would like to see improved

Children enjoy school and behave well.

The school expects children to work hard and
achieve well.

Members of staff are approachable and
parents are comfortable talking to them.

The school helps children to become more
mature and responsible.

They are not kept well enough informed
about how well their children are
progressing.

The amount of homework is inappropriate.
The range of activities outside lessons is
insufficient.

Inspectors agree with the positive views of parents; however, they disagree with the views of the
minority of parents regarding information about their children’s progress, the amount of homework
and the range of activities available outside lessons. Parents have similar opportunities to discuss
their children's progress to those seen in most schools, and pupils’ reports are satisfactory. The
amount of homework is sufficient and it is organised to involve parents positively in their children’s
learning at home. The range of activities outside school is appropriate considering the small size of

the school.

St Peter’'s C E Primary School - 9




PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’s results and pupils’ achievements

1

In 2001, National Curriculum test results for eleven-year-olds show the following:
pupils’ performance in English was well above both the national average and the
average for schools with pupils from similar backgrounds.
pupils’ performance in mathematics was above the national average and in line with
the average for schools with pupils from similar backgrounds.
pupils’ performance in science was in line with the national average but below the
average for schools with pupils from similar backgrounds.

In 2001, National Curriculum test results for seven-year-olds show the following:
pupils’ performance in reading and writing was in line with the national average but
below the average for schools with pupils from similar backgrounds.
pupils’ performance in mathematics was very high (in the highest five per cent
nationally) compared to the national average and well above the average for
schools with pupils from similar backgrounds.

The numbers of pupils in each year group are too small to allow a reliable analysis to
be made of the school’s national test results in any one year. The differences between
the inspection judgements and the test results reflect the differences of small year
groups from year to year. An examination of the test scores over the past six years
show standards to be at the following levels:

well above average overall in reading, writing and mathematics by the age of seven.

well above average in mathematics by the age of eleven.

variable from year to year from well above average to below average in English by

the age of eleven.

overall above average in science by the age of eleven.

not significantly different between boys and girls.

Inspection judgements of the current Year 6 show:
pupils’ performance in English and mathematics is well above the standards
normally seen.
pupils’ performance in science is above average.

Since the last inspection, pupils’ performance by the age of eleven in English has risen
significantly and overall high standards in mathematics and science have been
maintained.

Inspection judgements of the current Year 2 show:
pupils’ performance is well above average in English and in mathematics, and
above average in science.

The achievement of pupils is good relative to their above average attainment on entry
to the reception year. The achievement of children in the reception year is satisfactory
overall. The children make good progress in their personal, social and emotional
development which is built upon appropriately throughout the rest of the school. They
make steady progress in communication, language and literacy, mathematical
development and knowledge and understanding of the world and, by the age of six,
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11

are on course to exceed the standards expected of their age. In physical development
and creative development, children do not achieve as well as they could because of
the limitations of the outdoor area to support their learning. Pupils in Years 1 to 6 build
on their previous learning well in English and mathematics and, by the age of eleven,
reach well above average standards. In science pupils make good progress.

Pupils’ skills in literacy and numeracy are developed well and used appropriately in
other subjects. Pupils with special educational needs make good progress. This is
particularly true in the development of their basic language and mathematical skills.
Those with individual education plans reach their targets and often make sufficient
progress to be taken off the register.

Pupils’ attainment in information and communication technology is in line with national
expectations by the age of seven, but is below average by the age of eleven, as was
the case at the time of the last inspection. Their achievement is unsatisfactory.
Information and communication technology is not used sufficiently to support learning
in other subjects so that pupils’ skills are not effectively developed.

Standards in art and design, design and technology, geography and history are in line
with national expectations by the age of eleven but are below average in physical
education. It was not possible to make a judgement on standards in music.

Higher attainers, average attainers and pupils with special educational needs make
good gains overall in skills, and in knowledge and understanding, particularly in
English and mathematics. The school is on course to meet its appropriate targets for
the proportion of pupils to achieve the level expected of eleven-year-olds in English
and mathematics as a result of good teaching and of pupils’ very positive attitudes to
work and of good behaviour.

Pupils’ attitudes, values and personal development

12

13

14

15

Pupils’ attitudes to school are very good, pupils’ behaviour is positive and their
personal development is good; the high standards observed at the time of the last
inspection have been maintained.

Parents report that their children like school very much and this is evident in the happy
way in which they come into school in the morning and the interest they demonstrate in
the learning experiences offered to them throughout the school day. Pupils settle
quickly to the tasks set in lessons, listen very well, co-operate well with each other and
approach independent work in a sensible manner. These very good attitudes
maximise the time available for learning and, therefore, have a very positive impact on
standards across the school.

Behaviour in the school is good and is consistent across all aspects of school life.
Lunchtime is pleasant and the playground is harmonious and operates effectively to a
playground code of conduct that is well known by the pupils. There were no incidents
of oppressive behaviour observed during the inspection and there have been no pupils
excluded from the school since the last inspection.

Pupils with special educational needs have positive attitudes to their work. They

always work hard and are keen to improve. They are fully integrated into the social
aspects of school life and develop good skills in dealing with other pupils and adults.
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17

18

They are well behaved and demonstrate the good moral values encouraged by the
school.

Relationships in the school are very good. Pupils relate very well to all adults they
encounter during the school day. They give a friendly welcome to visitors and are very
polite and courteous. There is a high degree of social harmony between pupils and
they work well together.

The personal development of pupils is good. They demonstrate respect for the
feelings and beliefs of others and gain an increasing understanding of the impact of
their actions on others. Their personal development is supported well by the emphasis
the school places on care for each other. Parents report that they are pleased that
older pupils look after younger children.

Attendance at the school is very good, being well above the national average, with no
unauthorised absence.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILS TAUGHT?

19

20

21

22

The quality of teaching and learning is good. A particular strength is the skilful way in
which teachers address pupils’ basic skills; consequently, by the time they leave the
school, pupils attain standards which are well above average in English and
mathematics.

The curriculum for pupils under six is taught, generally, satisfactorily, although the lack
of suitable provision for outdoor play means that the teaching of physical skills and of
some elements of creative development is inhibited. Relationships between staff and
children are positive and supportive and they operate confidently in school, making
good progress in their social development. The fact that they are often working with
older pupils has a positive impact on their speaking and listening as they develop the
confidence and skills necessary to become involved in class discussions. Lessons are
well planned to interest and motivate the children because the teacher has a good
understanding of the needs of young children and of how they learn. The presence of
a classroom assistant means that the children can often work in a very small group
receiving close support in their learning, which has a positive effect on their progress.
This progress is recorded as children reach the early learning goals but insufficient
attention is given to the intermediate stages of development with the result that staff
are not fully aware of the level of each individual’s development against all the strands
of the foundation curriculum.

Teachers’ planning for pupils in the Years 1 to 6 classes is good; for example, literacy
sessions include details of activities that are well planned to match the level that pupils
have reached. The new work builds well on what pupils already know and can do so
that real progress occurs. Good planning is particularly effective for the pupils with
special educational needs, who also receive sensitive help from teachers or support
staff. This combination of planning and support helps to ensure that these pupils
make good progress towards their targets.

The school has consistently high expectations of pupils; they are expected to work
hard and reach high standards. This is reflected in the quality of presentation; pupils’
work is neat, well organised and demonstrates the level of pride they have in their
accomplishments. Pupils know that they are expected to concentrate on their work
and give of their best; the resulting atmosphere helps to make the school a peaceful
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24

25

26

27

place in which all pupils can learn and make progress, a situation which supports
effectively the school’s consistently good application of the principles of equality of
opportunity.

Teachers employ a range of teaching approaches to promote learning. Whole class
discussions are used effectively to introduce activities and to review, reinforce and
assess the work done. Small group work is particularly important when dealing with
mixed age classes and is often used so that pupils are working together at similar
levels, able to share ideas and problems. This was evident in an English lesson,
where groups of pupils learned about the tense of verbs, working at different levels of
difficulty but the same degree of challenge. The teacher was able to move around
guestioning, developing and assessing the ideas of a whole group of pupils at the
same time. There are a few occasions when the work planned is too difficult and this
leads to a lack of progress and, sometimes, frustration for the pupils. Similarly,
teachers do not always explore with pupils how they might improve the quality of their
work and this inhibits progress to some degree. Homework is used regularly to
reinforce and extend classroom activities.

Many of the lessons seen involved a flowing sequence of activity; for example, a
science lesson on the relative movements of the Earth, Moon and Sun started in the
school hall with pupils circling around, modelling orbits, and then moved onto a
consideration of how the light from a projector fell on a ball made of silver foil. Back in
the classroom, the teacher worked with small groups of pupils, reviewing their
knowledge, whilst other pupils used a CD-ROM which had a moving graphic of the
orbits with a sound commentary, pupils then completing a demanding question sheet
used to check out their learning. Finally the teacher assessed their understanding of
the phases of the moon by asking them to eat fractions of a biscuit. This lesson made
high level learning enjoyable.

Pupils behave well throughout the school because they are usually managed through
caring, positive and firm relationships. Teachers know the pupils well and deal skilfully
with individuals, ensuring that classrooms are calm and purposeful, creating an ideal
platform for learning. There are, however, occasions when teachers fail to observe
small groups or individuals losing concentration and this leads to the pace of learning
slowing.

Lessons usually begin promptly and move along at a good pace. This helps to keep
pupils busy, interested and learning quickly. Teachers often use the effective strategy
of setting a precise time for an activity; ‘You have ten minutes to complete this work’.
There are a few situations where the pace of a lesson slows and teachers do not insist
on immediate response to instructions, concentration and learning fall off at this point.
Resources for learning are used well, with teachers often making their own equipment
and aids. Learning support assistants are deployed appropriately to assist pupils.

There has been some improvement in the quality of teaching and learning since the
previous inspection. This time there was no unsatisfactory teaching and the degree of
very good teaching has increased. The level of training being undertaken by the staff
indicates that the school is in a good position to continue its improvement.
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HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED TO
PUPILS?

28

29

30

31

The school’s curriculum has a satisfactory range and quality. Most aspects of the
National Curriculum are covered well, although there are shortcomings in physical
education, in information and communication technology and in music. The school
rightly prioritises the development of pupils’ language and mathematical skills so that
progress in these subjects is good. The National Literacy Strategy is well established
and is a strength. The school is making good progress towards the methods
recommended in the National Numeracy Strategy. Science is an important element
and pupils are given good opportunities to consider the wonders of nature and to
develop an appreciation of key scientific ideas. History and geography are,
sometimes, linked together effectively so that pupils learn to appreciate how changes
over time have an impact on both people and the environment. This work is
appropriately focused on the local area. Design and technology features through the
school, with pupils designing and making some good quality models. Art lessons
provide pupils with experience of a wide range of media. Teachers’ planning shows
that pupils are involved in musical activities but there is evidence to indicate that
aspects such as composition, and listening and appraising music, are not yet fully
established. In physical education, games skills are covered well but the lack of space
inside school limits opportunities for gymnastics and dance. Information and
communication technology is a developing area since the acquisition of new
computers but is still not sufficiently covered to enable pupils to fully develop their
knowledge and skills. The curriculum for pupils under six covers key areas such as the
development of language and mathematics satisfactorily and personal, social and
emotional development well, but the lack of outdoor provision limits pupils’ experiences
in physical and creative development.

All subjects have appropriate policies and the school is making good use of national
advice to construct effective schemes of work which lead directly into teachers’
planning. This addresses suitably a key issue from the previous inspection. Teachers’
plans cover half term periods and give a clear indication of areas to be covered and
key objectives to be taught. Extra planning, including individual education plans,
ensures that pupils who have special educational needs receive a curriculum
appropriate to their requirements, whilst having access to the whole range of
experiences offered.

Equality of opportunity is a feature of the school’'s work. All pupils have access to
everything the school has to offer and staff exercise effective consistent, caring
treatment for all individuals, regardless of age, gender, level of attainment or
background.

The provision for personal, social and health education is largely informal but effective.
Teachers make some use of a strategy called circle time, which provides pupils
effectively in a structured discussion situation with the opportunity to be involved in
activities designed to promote an understanding of the importance of human
relationships. Issues arising during other times are dealt with sensitively by staff who
know their pupils well. Aspects of citizenship arise during lessons; for example, in
geography, pupils are exposed to ideas about our responsibilities for the environment
and consider how differing opinions may be equally valid. Older pupils are able to
exercise responsibility during their ‘duty weeks’, when they are expected to set good
examples to others and to carry out jobs around the school. A constant emphasis is
on pupils being helpful to one another, and particularly to younger ones. Sex
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34

35

36

education and drugs awareness are well covered, the latter with the help of outside
agencies.

There is an appropriate range of out-of-school activities that varies according to the
time of year and to opportunities available; for example, the school’s participation in a
music festival is only possible occasionally. Inter-school games, safe cycling, country
dancing and athletics are all effective ways in which pupils’ in-school learning is
reinforced and extended. A wide range of visits and visitors also enhances the
curriculum; there is particularly good use of the local area and visits to museums and
other places of interest help to bring learning to life. Older pupils are particularly keen
to discuss their experiences at a residential outdoor activities centre.

Links with the local community are good, to the extent that local people are involved in
the life of the school regardless of the fact that they are not parents of pupils
attending. A history lesson was brought to life by letters and photographs that
responded to pupils’ enquiries for information; similarly, during the inspection,
individual pupils were receiving letters from local people thanking them for their efforts
during harvest festival. There are appropriate links with the local church. Productive
relationships are also established with other schools. Members of staff from local
primaries and the high school liaise well and work on curriculum issues, such as
literacy, to the benefit of the pupils. The school helps with the initial training of
teachers; at the time of the inspection a student was involved productively in the work
of the school.

Provision for pupils’ spiritual development is satisfactory. Collective worship meets
statutory requirements and provides pupils with opportunities to reflect on important
ideas. Assemblies are planned around suitable themes and are most effective when
they focus on the pupils’ own experiences; for example, cutting open apples led into a
story about helping one another and sharing work. In lessons, studies of the work of
famous artists help pupils to appreciate that paintings can be beautiful and also help
them to feel the spirit of other people’s lives. Scientific studies enable the
consideration of the wonders of nature and the universe. Whilst pupils receive a
satisfactory range of experiences, teachers’ awareness of the spiritual potential of
school activities is limited and there is little evidence of considered planning for this
element in either assemblies or lessons.

The school provides well for pupils’ moral development. There is a clear code of
behaviour supported by regular reference to school rules that stress the importance of
care for one another and personal safety. Whilst high attainment is valued, pupils who
work hard also benefit from the school’'s reward system. Lessons based around the
local and wider community are used to promote pupils’ awareness of everyone’s
responsibility for the environment and recognition that opinions other than our own
must be considered.

The very good provision for pupils’ social development centres around the quality of
relationships established between adults and pupils. Class discussions are
consistently used, not just to extend pupils’ understanding, but also to model
appropriate relationships and levels of respect. Teachers encourage pupils regularly
to interact productively in solving problems and forming views so that conclusions are
often reached without the imposition of adult views. Group work is a frequently used
strategy that also helps pupils to develop social skills and the essential organisation of
classes in mixed age groups promotes the interaction of pupils at different stages in
their school careers.
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Provision for cultural development is good. Lessons in history, geography, art and
music involve the consideration of pupils’ own and other cultures and the fact that
these lessons are supported by a range of visits and visitors helps to enhance
learning. Visits to a mosque and Sikh temple help to widen pupils’ appreciation of the
range and nature of other cultures, and a visiting African musician raised pupils’
awareness of rhythms and sounds from another land and also helped them to
appreciate that people from other countries can enrich our own lives. Pupils’
appreciation of their own culture is also promoted effectively by the school’s close links
to the church and through the range of out-of-school activities.

The school has made some improvements since the last inspection. Schemes of work
are now in place and help to ensure that most subjects are well covered, although
there are still some gaps. The teaching of English has improved, with a consequent
raising of standards. The curriculum for pupils under six is still not fully covered and
there are still some shortcomings in information and communication technology, in
music and physical education.

HOW WELL DOES THE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITS PUPILS?
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The school environment is one in which pupils feel safe, secure and valued. All
statutory checks are undertaken, safety is given priority in lessons and the general
welfare of pupils is catered for well in the daily life of the school. Child protection
procedures are satisfactory and all members of staff are aware of them. The
standards in this aspect of the life of the school have been maintained since the time
of the last inspection.

The school carries out all statutory assessment requirements and reports the results to
parents. In addition to statutory assessment, a range of other assessment procedures
exists in the school. The most thorough recording of assessment takes place in
English where it is good. There are satisfactory assessment and recording
arrangements in mathematics and science. Assessment in other subjects and for
children in the reception year is developed less well. The school has used assessment
information well in literacy to improve standards in writing and is in the early stages of
analysing and using assessment data to target other areas of the curriculum. The
personal development of pupils is monitored, informally, at present, and relies on the
pupils being well known by all adults in the school. This is effective because the
school is relatively small with a broadly stable staff. The personal development of
pupils on the register of special educational needs is well monitored through good
quality individual education plans and regular reviews of progress against these plans.
Overall, the monitoring of pupils' academic performance and personal development is
satisfactory.

The support and guidance for pupils' educational and personal development is
satisfactory. The systems in the school to monitor behaviour and promote desirable
behaviour are good, being underpinned by a good behaviour policy that is consistently
applied across the school. An appropriate system of sanctions is in place for dealing
with unacceptable behaviour and parents are involved appropriately at an early stage
when individual pupils do not respond to sanctions. Attendance is monitored regularly
and effectively, as is punctuality. The monitoring and support for the academic
progress of pupils is developing through the use of targets agreed with pupils. The
school is very responsive to the needs of pupils on the register of special educational
needs although it does not have any policy for the identification and support of gifted
or talented pupils.
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HOW WELL DOES THE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?
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The effectiveness of the partnership between the school and the parents of its pupils is
satisfactory. Most parents are satisfied with the school's provision and achievements
although a few have some concerns.

Parents consider that their children enjoy school. Parents are most pleased with the
way in which the school is helping their child to become mature and responsible, the
high standards of behaviour, the way in which any questions or concerns they may
have are addressed, the progress their child is making and the high expectations the
school has of its pupils. The inspection endorses parents' positive viewpoints.

A significant minority of parents considers their children do not get the right amount of
homework, that they are not well informed about how their children are progressing
and that the school does not provide an interesting range of activities outside of
lessons. Inspectors found all these aspects of school life at least satisfactory.

The impact of the involvement of parents on the work of the school is good as is the
contribution of parents to children's learning at school and at home. Currently, the
school has very few parents working in school regularly as volunteers; however, it has
been successful in attracting volunteers from the wider community who regularly
support the learning of pupils in the classroom. The systematic use of homework in
the school and the way in which it is organised to involve parents positively, enable
parents to make a positive contribution to their children's learning at home. The school
has a very active association of parents, teachers and friends which organises regular
social events for adults and children and raises significant funds for resources in the
school.

There is regular contact with parents through reading diaries, systematic homework,
occasional school newsletters and an open evening each term. Parents of pupils who
have special educational needs are informed as soon as their child is identified as
needing extra help. They are kept informed of progress and invited to attend the
regular review meetings so that they can join in the discussions about individual
education plans.

The school's prospectus contains all necessary information presented in a clear
manner. The governors’ annual report to parents has improved since the last
inspection but still has some minor omissions. All parents receive an annual report on
their children's progress. Reports have undergone continuous development since the
last inspection when the quality of annual reports was a key issue. Reports cover all
subjects of the National Curriculum and religious education as well as the personal
development of the pupil. Subjects are sub-divided into the attainment targets of the
National Curriculum and for every attainment target the standard the pupil is working
at, compared with what is expected nationally, is indicated. For English, mathematics,
science and, very occasionally, other subjects this information is followed by a
detailed, personal report on the pupil's particular strengths and, in the better reports,
an indication of the next step for the pupil. There was some concern expressed by a
small number of parents that reports were of poor quality. This is not supported by the
inspection. Reports are satisfactory, although the reporting on some subjects could be
extended as could the indication of targets. Overall, the quality of information provided
for parents, particularly about pupils’ progress is satisfactory.
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HOW WELL IS THE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?
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The leadership and management remain sound. The headteacher has an appropriate
insight into the strengths of the school and areas for development. He is supported
ably by a hardworking and conscientious staff. Each teacher, including the
headteacher, has a heavy load of curriculum responsibilities because of the size of the
school; however, by working together they have been successful in effecting
satisfactory improvements overall since the last inspection.

A strong feature of the co-ordinators’ roles is their termly review of subjects when they
discuss with other teachers the impact of the curricular planning. Evidence, such as
pupils’ work, is examined, and, through discussion, an evaluation is made of the
learning and how the pupils have improved. Development points are then agreed with
teachers to effect future improvements. Amongst all members of staff there are high
expectations of pupils and a strong determination to raise standards further.

The provision for pupils with special educational needs is well managed. The
knowledgeable co-ordinator attends appropriate training to keep up to date with
developments, and works closely with teachers and support staff to ensure that pupils
are well served. Money available for special needs is used to buy suitable resources
and the co-ordinator prepares packs for particular pupils where necessary. The
school’s policy and procedures meet the requirements of the code of practice.

The management plan has been improved since the last inspection and now contains
methods of measuring the success of initiatives. The plan is succinct and provides
clear direction for governors and staff with defined cost implications. The priorities are
appropriate, except no developments are detailed for children under the age of six;
however, the co-ordinator for children in the reception year has written a detailed,
appropriate action plan. The national tests and commercial tests are used
appropriately to monitor pupils’ progress in Years 1 to 6. Pupils’ attainments are
tracked yearly to the Levels of the National Curriculum but pupils’ attainments linked to
sub-levels of the National Curriculum are not recorded at more frequent intervals.
Children under the age of six are assessed during the first half term at school and,
from written evaluations, it is evident that teachers have a reasonable understanding
of the children’s attainment level on entry to the school in personal, social and
emotional development, language and literacy, and mathematical development;
however, the recording of the information is imprecise. The monitoring of children’s
progress in the reception year does not relate to the children’s small steps of progress
in all areas of learning.

The governing body is supportive and hardworking and has begun to develop its
expertise recently in monitoring the quality of education. Governors have a good
understanding of the strengths and areas for development; however, they have not
ensured that all statutory requirements have been met as was also the case at the
time of the last inspection. The governors’ annual report to parents has been
improved but still contains a few omissions. The governors have not ensured that the
policy for performance management has been implemented fully. Objectives for the
headteacher were not set for the academic year 2000-2001; this is unsatisfactory.

The school is suitably staffed by an appropriately trained team of teachers and support
staff; however, information and communication technology is not used effectively by
staff to push up standards further. The accommodation is unsatisfactory. The size of
the hall severely restricts the provision for gymnastics and dance and the 