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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Boston Spa Church of England Primary School is situated on the southern edge of Boston Spa
to the east of Wetherby. Most pupils come from the immediate area, where the majority of
housing is owner occupied. On entry a significant number of children’s levels of attainment are
above levels expected nationally for children of their age. The school operates an admissions
policy for children to start school at the beginning of the academic year before their fifth birthday.
A significant number of children attend preschool provision. There are 118 children in the
school. English is the first language of all the pupils. Unemployment, in certain parts of the
school's catchment area, is below the national average. At the time of the inspection, three per
cent of pupils are in receipt of free school meals which is below the national average. There are
64 girls and 54 boys, aged from four to 11 years. The school has recognised 20 pupils as
having special educational needs, which is below the average for a school of this size and type,
two of whom have a Statement of Special Educational Need. The inspection of this school
included a detailed inspection of its provision for pupils with special educational needs.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Boston Spa Primary School is a good school and is both caring and friendly. Pupils achieve
good standards in most subjects by the time they leave the school. They have positive attitudes
and values. Teaching is good and sometimes very good. From above average attainment on
entry the majority of pupils make satisfactory progress with a significant number attaining
standards above national expectations by the end of Key Stage 2. Pupils’ behaviour and
personal development are good and relationships are very good. There is analysis and
monitoring of the different aspects of the school's work by the headteacher and staff with the
intention of raising standards. The strengths of the school outweigh its weaknesses. The school
provides satisfactory value for money.

What the school does well

The quality of teaching is good or better in more than 75 per cent of lessons.
Very good provision for children in the Foundation Stage.

Very good relationships throughout the school.

Good personal development of pupils.

Good progress made by pupils with special educational needs.

Good links with parents and the community.

What could be improved

Standards and provision in information and communication technology.
The detail and period covered by the school development plan.
The quality of pupils’ writing.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.
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HOW THE SCHOOL HAS IMPROVED SINCE ITS LAST INSPECTION

The school was last inspected in June 1997. The school developed plans to tackle the
weaknesses identified in the last report and has successfully addressed most issues from the
last inspection. Curriculum organisation is now satisfactory. Provision for younger pupils and
children in the Foundation Stage have been significantly improved. Classroom monitoring is
being developed, though co-ordinators still have insufficient involvement in monitoring standards
across the school. The quality of teaching has improved significantly. Assessment procedures
are improving and are being used to inform curriculum planning. Excellent improvements have
been made to the outdoor provision, creating an area for outdoor provision for the Foundation
Stage children and an environmental area. The school recognises it has still to effectively
address the issue of improving the quality of the development planning. It also has identified the
need to raise standards in writing and information and communication technology. Overall, there
has been a satisfactory improvement. It has a good capacity to continue to raise standards of
provision and attainment.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by 11 year olds based on average point scores in
National Curriculum tests.

compared with
Performance in: all schools similar Key
schools
1 1 2 2
998 999 000 000 very high A*
English A B B D well above average A
above average B
Mathematics A A A B average ¢
below average D
Science B A B C well below average E

In comparison with all schools standards were above average in English and science and well
above average in mathematics. In comparison with schools with pupils from similar
backgrounds standards were below average in English, above average in mathematics and
close to the average in science. Standards have risen at a similar rate to that nationally since
1997. Statistical data for small cohorts of pupils can be misleading. The results

in 2000 reflect the prior attainment of pupils in that year group. The difference between
attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 and at the end of Key Stage 2 reflects the significant
change in the pupils on roll between the ages of 7 and 11. These standards reflect an
improvement in English and mathematics since the last inspection.

The evidence of the inspection indicates all children achieve and many exceed the nationally
agreed standards in all areas of learning by the end of the Foundation Stage. The majority of
pupils achieve good standards, above those expected nationally, in English, mathematics and
science at the end of both key stages. In information and communication technology standards
are good at the end of Key Stage 1 and satisfactory overall at the end of Key Stage 2.
Standards in religious education are satisfactory throughout the school. Standards are good in
art and design at the end of both key stages. They are very good in music at the end of Key
Stage 2 and good at the end of Key Stage 1. Standards are good in history at the end of Key
Stage 2. Progress is at least satisfactory in most curriculum areas for the majority of pupils. The
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detailed monitoring and evaluation of standards of attainment and quality of provision have
enabled the school to identify clear and realistic targets which have been well met.
PUPILS’ ATTITUDES AND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Pupils’ attitudes to the school are good. They show
enthusiasm for school and this is reflected in their learning.

Behaviour, in and out of Pupils’ behaviour is good. The school is an orderly

classrooms community. Pupils work and play well together.

Personal development Pupils’ personal development is good and relationships are
and relationships very good. Pupils are friendly and polite.

Attendance Attendance is very good. Pupils are keen to come to school.

These aspects are strengths of the school. Relationships are very good and pupils learn to
respect others’ feelings, values and beliefs. In their personal development, pupils willingly take
responsibility for tasks and show initiative, such as looking after books in the library.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils: | aged up to 5 years aged 5-7 years aged 7-11 years

Lessons seen overall Good Good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor;
very poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

The quality of teaching is good. During the inspection 19 per cent of lessons seen were very
good, 65 per cent good and 16 per cent satisfactory. Teaching of the youngest children was
often very good, with many activities providing stimulating learning experiences for the children.
The good and very good lessons reflected teachers’ good knowledge of their pupils and their
good subject knowledge. The teaching of literacy and numeracy is good overall. There is not
always sulfficient provision for pupils’ different levels of ability in some lessons, particularly
mathematics. In literacy insufficient emphasis is placed on handwriting and standards of
presentation. The teaching of pupils with special educational needs is good. Support is
effectively targeted to support these pupils and they make good progress in their learning.
Pupils and teachers have very good relationships, behaviour is good and there is a positive
climate for learning.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

The quality and range of the | The curriculum is good. It is broad and balanced, containing
curriculum all the appropriate subjects and is enriched by a good range
of extra-curricular activities and visits. The provision for
children in the Foundation Stage curriculum is very good.

Provision for pupils with Procedures ensure good provision for pupils with special
special educational needs educational needs and pupils make good progress,
especially in the basic skills of literacy and numeracy.
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Records of progress are clear and are used well for
individual education plans. Support staff provide very good
support for these pupils.

Boston Spa Church of England Primary School - 10




Provision for pupils’ The school effectively promotes pupils’ personal education.
personal, including spiritual, | The good provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral and social
moral, social and cultural development is planned and delivered effectively across the
development curriculum and in religious education. Provision for pupils’
cultural development is satisfactory.

How well the school cares for | The school has good procedures for the welfare of its pupils.
its pupils It is developing effective procedures for the monitoring of
pupils’ academic and personal progress to inform planning
for future learning.

The school offers a good range of extra-curricular activities, including a number of sports
activities. The school cares well for its pupils. The use of assessment to inform teachers’
planning is developing well. The school has a good partnership with parents who are given good
opportunities to be involved in their children’s learning. They are made to feel welcome and offer
very good support to the school, for example, in providing help to develop the school outdoor
provision.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL IS LED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and Good. There have been good developments in the
management by the management role of co-ordinators who give good leadership
headteacher and other key | in their subjects. The headteacher leads a caring and

staff committed staff well.

How well the governors fulfil | Governors are fully supportive of the school and many take an
their responsibilities active role in school life. Several governors have only recently
been appointed but show a commitment to supporting the
school and new developments. The governing body is well
informed of the school’s progress and its relative strengths and
weaknesses.

The school’'s evaluation of | The monitoring and evaluation of the school’s performance is
its performance satisfactory and the school recognises the need to use this
well to inform development plans to raise standards.

The strategic use of The school manages its resources in a prudent way. Very
resources good use is made of time, personnel, accommodation and the
resources available. Learning resources are used efficiently
and effectively.

There are sufficient staff to meet the needs of the curriculum and adequate numbers of support
staff. Resources are sufficient to meet the demands of the National Curriculum. There have
been good improvements to the accommodation, which is adequate. It is very well maintained
and cleaned to a high standard. The work of monitoring and evaluating the work of the school is
satisfactory. Governors appointed recently have indicated a desire to be actively involved in this.
The principles of best value are applied well by the school.
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PARENTS’ AND CARERS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parents would like to see improved
" The school is approachable. " The range of activities outside of lessons.
Their children like school. " Homework.
The attitudes and values the school
promotes.

The teaching is good.
The expectations the school has of their
children.

The judgements of the inspection team generally support the parents’ views of the school. The
school does have a good range of activities outside of lessons both sporting and musical.
Homework provision is not consistent and parents would welcome a clear statement of policy.
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PART B: COMMENTARY
HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?
The school’s results and pupils’ achievements

1. National performance data for 2000 indicates that in English the number of pupils
attaining levels expected for pupils aged 11 was close to the national average. The number of
pupils achieving above this level was above the national average. In mathematics the number of
pupils attaining levels expected for pupils aged 11 was above the national average. The number
of pupils achieving above this level was well above the national average. In science the number
of pupils attaining levels expected for pupils aged 11 was above the national average. The
number of pupils achieving above this level was also above the national average. In comparison
with schools with pupils from similar backgrounds standards were below average in English,
above average in mathematics and close to the average in science. In comparison with schools
where pupils attained similarly in their tests for 7 year olds in 1996 standards were above
average in English and science and well above average in mathematics. These results reflect
the under performance of these pupils at Key Stage 1 as identified in the previous report. They
have also been affected by the 22 per cent change in pupil roll for this year group which has
taken place since 1996. Overall trends since 1996 have been of improvement at a similar rate
to that nationally and have remained above national levels.

2. National performance data for 2000 indicates that in reading the number of pupils
attaining levels expected for pupils aged 7 was well above the national average. The number of
pupils achieving above this level was below the national average. In writing the number of pupils
attaining levels expected for pupils aged 7 was above the national average. The number of
pupils achieving above this level was well above the national average. In mathematics the
number of pupils attaining levels expected for pupils aged 7 was very high in comparison with
the national average. The number of pupils achieving above this level was above the national
average. In comparison with schools with pupils from similar backgrounds standards were close
to the average in writing and mathematics and below average in reading.

3. Statistical data for small cohorts of pupils can be misleading. The number of pupils in
each year group has varied between 14 and 19. This has a significant impact on the attainment
each year and makes trends from year to year an unreliable measure. The variation in the
numbers of boys and girls in each year group make any comparative analysis unreliable. The
performance of pupils aged 11 reflects a clear improvement in English mathematics and
science since 1996.

4. Assessments made during the children’s first term in school clearly indicate that there is a
range of attainment amongst children who enter but the majority have levels of attainment which
are above those expected for their age. They make good progress in personal and social
development, reading, knowledge and understanding of the world and their creative
development. They make at least satisfactory progress in all other areas. They all achieve and
many exceed the nationally agreed standards in all areas of learning by the end of the
Foundation Stage.

5. Standards seen during the inspection indicates that by the end of Key Stage 1, standards
in reading are good and above national expectations and in writing are satisfactory and in line
with national expectations. By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils make satisfactory progress and
achieve standards in English which are good and above those expected for 11 year olds.
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Progress for talented pupils is not always satisfactory. Pupils with special educational needs
make appropriate gains in learning.

6. Most pupils attain levels well above those expected for their age in speaking and listening
by the end of Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. The majority have a good vocabulary which helps
them to express their thoughts and ideas clearly. They acquire specific vocabulary to support
work in all subjects and use it effectively in their discussions but it is not always clearly reflected
in the quality of their written work.

7. By the end of Key Stage 1, standards in reading are above national expectations for the
majority of pupils. The school’s reading programme gives pupils a good grounding. This is
particularly beneficial for pupils with special educational needs. Pupils make satisfactory
progress and attainment in reading is above national expectations by the end of Key Stage 2.
Pupils acquire a wide range of strategies, they break down words into syllables and use context
cues well. Pupils benefit from the school’s library which contains a wide variety of good quality
children’s novels and most read with fluency and expression. Higher achieving pupils
understand sub-plots and become increasingly aware of the more complex narrative structures.

8. Standards in writing are in line with national expectations by the end of Key Stage 1.
Most pupils form letters correctly and writing is evenly sized. Pupils write for a wide range of
purposes in work to support other subjects of the curriculum. By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils
attain standards in writing which are in line with those expected for their age. They have a clear
understanding of the use of punctuation marks. The spelling of commonly used words is
satisfactory. Higher attaining pupils in Year 6 use interesting vocabulary to bring life to their
writing. The presentation of work and the quality of handwriting is variable; pupils do not always
take sufficient pride in their work.

9. In mathematics, the majority of pupils attain good standards in their numeracy skills. The
effective introduction of the National Numeracy Strategy has resulted in higher standards. By the
end of Key Stage 1, pupils are able to name basic shapes. Most pupils are able to place
numbers in order up to 100 and understand the concept of place value for tens and units. By the
end of Key Stage 2, pupils have satisfactory mental skills in the four rules of number. They are
able to double and halve three figure numbers and many are able to add or subtract two figure
numbers from the result.

10. Inscience, pupils’ attain good standards by the end of both key stages. Pupils in Key
Stage 1 clearly explain their findings in their investigations. They readily use the correct
scientific terms and take a pride in using these, for example, in their experiments to discover the
rate at which ice melts in different conditions. At Key Stage 2, pupils understand and make
predictions based on previous knowledge in their study of forces such as magnetism and
friction. By the end of the key stage, pupils set up experiments to test their hypotheses. They
are carefully helped to make predictions before their tests and compare these with their results
from the tests. This enhances pupils’ understanding of the principles involved. Pupils clearly
understand the principles of fair testing and show good scientific understanding. Progress in
pupils’ learning in science is satisfactory overall at both key stages. Pupils with special
educational needs receive good support and make good progress.

11. Ininformation and communication technology standards are good by the end of Key
Stage 1 and satisfactory overall by the end of Key Stage 2. Pupils at Key Stage 1 follow
instructions to start a program and click on the mouse to operate games. They can follow
instructions to produce symmetrical shapes, supporting their mathematical knowledge and
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understanding. They can predict ways in which to alter the direction of a programmable toy.
Pupils use a simple art program to produce their own greetings cards. By the end of Key Stage
2, pupils are skilled at word processing but have limited experience of entering and using
information on a database or of using spreadsheets to control data. Pupils can write text on
screen and edit their work, their word processing skills are good. Pupils, including talented
pupils, make satisfactory progress. Pupils with special educational needs make good progress.

12.  Inreligious education pupils make satisfactory progress. Standards of attainment have
been maintained since the last inspection and meet the requirements of the locally agreed
syllabus. Standards are good in art and design at the end of both key stages. They are very
good in music at the end of Key Stage 2 and good at the end of Key Stage 1. Standards are
good in history at the end of Key Stage 2.

13.  Pupils generally have good attitudes to their language work, they enjoy what they do and
make satisfactory progress overall in English. Attitudes and behaviour are good when work is
suitably challenging and where lessons proceed at a good pace. Pupils have a good attitude
towards their work in mathematics. They work effectively in groups and participate with interest
and enthusiasm. Pupils have good attitudes to their work and make at least satisfactory
progress in all foundation subjects.

14.  The standard of achievement of pupils with special educational needs is good. Pupils
benefit from the effective support of the support assistants, particularly in literacy and numeracy
lessons. Pupils show interest in their work and persevere. They receive good support both in
and out of the classroom. This, together with the realistic targets set in their independent
learning plans, contributes well to the pupils’ attainment and learning. Throughout the school
pupils with special educational needs make good progress. Pupils benefit from inclusion in the
full range of activities so that they gain self-esteem, success and praise in subjects such as
music. The standard of achievement of talented pupils is sometimes less than satisfactory due
to a lack of appropriate challenge in the work set.

Pupils’ attitudes, values and personal development

15.  Pupils have good attitudes to school and this has a positive impact on their learning. The
great majority of pupils are keen to come to school and generally enjoy all lessons. Teachers
have good expectations and pupils respond well. There are a few pupils who do require careful
management to fulfil these expectations, they become easily distracted and do not always fully
stay on task; this was noticeable in the older year groups. Teachers are quick to praise, and
sometimes reward, good work. Pupils’ positive attitudes were well demonstrated by their
willingness to speak to adults and to explain what they are doing in lessons. Pupils take an
active part in the life of the school, they undertake a number of monitor jobs, including the
excellent lunchtime periods when older pupils serve younger children as they sit at family tables.
The attractive school site enhances and provides a good environment for learning.

16. Behaviour is good in classrooms and sometimes very good. Teachers are good
managers and the high standard of classroom support helps pupils to feel welcomed and
supported. On the few occasions when pupils feel unable to be on task, teachers and other
adults are on hand to be encouraging to pupils. In and around the school behaviour is good.
Some parents expressed concerns about bullying, in the week of inspection this was not seen,
nor did pupils interviewed feel this was a problem. The headteacher had agreed that he had
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received some parental concerns and may reflect the inclusive nature of the school and the close
support needed for a very few pupils. There are no exclusions.

17.  Pupils play well together at break times. Lunchtimes are very pleasant occasions, when
seated in family groups older pupils serve the meals. They all join in prayers before the meal
and this underlines the Christian ethos of the school.

18.  Pupils’ personal development is good, this is underlined in the very good relationships
seen in the school between all adults and pupils. Pupils were always keen to answer questions
in lessons and this was well developed in the personal and social programme, when pupils of
Year 3 and 4 had to show ‘feelings’ by body language alone. This was very well illustrated and
the principle well understood. In assemblies pupils listened well and when opportunities arose
did sing songs well, older pupils taking the lead for instance in ‘The Seed Song’, younger pupils
providing the echo.

19. Inlessons there were some opportunities taken to work in pairs and small table groups.
Pupils helped each other and were pleased to share equipment. Pupils are involved in charity
collections and have a good understanding of the need to help others less fortunate. Sensitive
poetry was enjoyed to further develop an appreciation of special feelings.

20.  Pupils’ attendance is well above the national average. Attendance in the current school
year remains very high, with no appreciable unauthorised absences. Lessons start promptly and
parents feel concerned to support the school by making certain that their children arrive well on
time.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILS TAUGHT?

21. Teachingis good. The quality of teaching for children in the Foundation Stage was very
good in 40 per cent of lessons observed, good in 40 per cent and satisfactory in 20 per cent.
The quality of teaching for Key Stage 1 pupils was very good in 57 per cent of lessons observed
and good in 43 per cent. For Key Stage 2 pupils teaching was good in 79 per cent of lessons
observed and satisfactory in 21 per cent. No unsatisfactory teaching was seen. Thisis a
significant improvement from the previous inspection.

22. Inthe very good lessons there is a good pace and a range of teaching strategies is used
to good effect, for example, in a literacy session for Year 1 pupils when they learnt how
consonants can be blended together. The teachers' planning shows clear and appropriate
learning objectives, for example, pupils in a Year 3 and 4 class enthusiastically respond well in a
science lesson when they learn how different materials conduct electricity and how wires are
insulated to develop their understanding of circuits and how electricity is used. There was good
planning, the lesson was delivered with enthusiasm and questions by the teacher ensured good
gains in learning by all pupils.

23.  Where teaching is satisfactory, lesson objectives do not specifically reflect the needs of
the different levels of attainment within the class. The explanation of tasks is clear and pupils’
work rate and pace of learning is satisfactory.

24.  The quality of teaching of pupils with special educational needs is good. Teaching is
focused well and pupils are helped to set their own targets and recognise their own

Boston Spa Church of England Primary School - 16



improvements. Class teachers and support assistants have positive approaches to pupils with
special educational needs.

25.  The teaching of children in the Foundation Stage is good and sometimes very good.
Teachers have secure understanding of the needs of young children. Planning is good and it
follows national guidance. Appropriate tasks are set for children of different ages and abilities
and there are carefully planned activities for children who have special educational needs.
Teachers extend the children’s knowledge and understanding through very good questioning.

26. The teaching of English is good. Teachers plan literacy work carefully, following the
National Literacy Strategy and have implemented the literacy hour very effectively. Their
knowledge and understanding of the subject is secure at both key stages. They show good
levels of technical competency. The teaching of mathematics is good. Teachers have a good
knowledge and understanding of the subject and teach the basic skills well. They motivate and
enthuse pupils during the brisk mental mathematics sessions. In science, the quality of teaching
in both key stages is good. The teachers have good subject knowledge. Teachers display
enthusiasm and ask probing questions which keep pupils alert, for example, in a Year 5 and 6
lesson on forces when pupils confidently discussed the effects of friction when wearing different
types of footwear. Teachers are well organised and scientific concepts are developed through
practical activities and where possible by links with other subject areas, for example, design and
technology.

27. Teachers’ planning is good, with a clear focus on learning objectives. The plenary
session, provides good opportunities for pupils to reflect on what they have learned during the
lesson. Teachers’ short term plans do not always identify ways of differentiating work to provide
appropriately for the range of ages and attainment in each class.

28. Ininformation and communication technology the teaching is satisfactory mainly due to
the limitations of existing levels of resources. There are good plans which should lead to a
significant improvement following an increase in the level of resources and increased staff
confidence in the use of the subject. In religious education planning is well matched to the locally
agreed syllabus. Teachers make their lessons more interesting by making relevant links with the
pupils’ own experiences. Teachers have a secure knowledge and understanding. In the other
subjects the teaching is good. The good quality of support staff has a good impact on the
standards achieved.

29.  Pupils with special educational needs are mostly taught within the classroom setting. The
quality of teaching in the majority of lessons is good. In literacy and numeracy, appropriate work,
adult support and specific resources are clearly identified. Teachers and non-teaching staff
have clear knowledge of pupils’ needs and know how to meet them. Non-teaching staff are
involved in the planning. Planning identifies opportunities for pupils to benefit from inclusion in
whole-class activities and also to work in groups or as individuals. The siting of withdrawal
support is also planned well so that pupils can concentrate in an undisturbed environment. In
science and foundation subjects, teachers prepare simplified worksheets and appropriate texts
so that pupils can achieve success. When non-teaching or other adult support is available, it is
well planned. When there is no available adult support, teachers plan for pupils to work in pairs
or groups with more able pupils so that they gain success.

30.  The modification of the curriculum to meet pupils’ needs is successful. Itis usually in the
form of support and expectation. The outcomes expected are modified so that pupils are
included in lessons but produce simpler and less work. Teaching materials, including simple
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computer programs, reading programmes and tactile mathematical equipment, help pupils to
gain independence as they work things out for themselves.

31. Teachers and support assistants also ensure that special educational needs pupils are
included in class discussions. Non-teaching assistants keep pupils on task and promote good
levels of learning. They are involved in teaching particular aspects as identified in the lesson
plans, for example, new letter patterns. They promote pupils’ independence well by setting clear
objectives and expecting pupils to play their part conscientiously in reaching them in lessons and
in other activities, for example, when goals for improvements in behaviour are set. Overall, the
quality of teaching and the effective use of additional help make a good contribution to the
achievement of pupils with special educational needs.

32.  The quality of teachers’ short term planning is variable. On occasions it is very detailed
and on others it is does not clearly reflect assessment of pupils’ prior attainment and levels of
achievement. Individual lesson plans identify the objectives, which reflect the teacher’s good
subject knowledge. They use this well to set clear objectives and focus on what is to be
achieved. There is good provision through literacy lessons for the development of language
skills. Class teaching is used effectively at the start of lessons and many lessons end with a
useful discussion of what has been learned. For example, in a Year 1 and 2 art and design
lesson studying different techniques of weaving where pupils had the task clearly explained and
were able to select an interesting range of materials to complete their task and were able to
explain what they had done to the whole class at the end of the lesson. In many lessons the
teachers and classroom assistants provide good support through verbal comments which
include guidance on how the pupils might improve.

33. In some cases teacher’'s marking gives pupils guidance on ways in which they can
improve their work but this is an inconsistent feature throughout the school. The teachers use
praise and encouragement effectively during lessons to motivate and enthuse the pupils.
Teachers have good control and relationships between them and their pupils are very good.
Homework such as reading, spelling and mathematics is given to all pupils on a regular basis
and makes a good contribution to their learning. In other subjects there is no consistent practice
with regard to homework.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED TO
PUPILS?

34.  The curriculum meets statutory requirements and opportunities for learning are good
overall. For children at the Foundation Stage they are very good. The reception teacher has
provided a comprehensive range of activities, based appropriately on the nationally agreed
Early Learning Goals, which give good experiences for children of this age. Children receive a
stimulating curriculum which is relevant to their needs. This shows good improvement from the
last inspection when the reception curriculum was narrowly focused and restricted the
development of pupils’ independence and creative skills. The breadth, balance and relevance of
the curriculum, at both key stages, is good and is enriched by a good range of visits into the local
community and farther a field.

35.  The curriculum is well planned using a two-year rolling programme of topics, which
effectively addresses the needs of the mixed age group classes and gives a good balance of
subject provision over time. The school is using the current Qualifications and Curriculum
Authority guidelines on which to base the planning of subjects. Comprehensive half-termly plans
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ensure that work is carefully matched to the ages and abilities of pupils. The last inspection
reported that the provision for design and technology was unsatisfactory and pupils made
insufficient progress. Pupils’ standards of attainment have now improved due to detailed
curriculum planning, the developing subject knowledge of teachers and the provision of a
suitable range of tools and resources.

36.  English and mathematics are effectively taught via the National Literacy and Numeracy
Strategies. Writing is a weakness throughout the school. Whilst pupils are given many
opportunities to write for a range of purposes, the presentation of their work is inconsistent and
the content of pupils’ writing overall lacks developing quality. Religious education is satisfactorily
taught according to the requirements of the locally agreed syllabus. Swimming tuition is
provided for pupils in Years 3 and 4. The school provides suitable provision overall for
information and communication technology. The school recognises that the teaching of
modelling and control aspects is unsatisfactory and has made arrangements for staff training
and improved provision to overcome this.

37.  All pupils have equal access to the curriculum. The provision for pupils with special
educational needs is good and they make good progress because of the high quality, well
structured support they receive. The special educational needs policy promotes inclusion and
there is a positive ethos in the school. Pupils with learning difficulties, behavioural difficulties or
physical difficulties are all included sensitively through good lesson planning and daylong support
through the good teamwork of staff. Teachers, non-teaching assistants and lunchtime staff work
well together to ensure that every pupil is supported well. Appropriate worksheets, reading
materials and other resources are readily available for pupils as necessary.

38.  The school makes effective use of opportunities to develop extra-curricular activities, and
provision for this is good. There is a recorder club, school choir and orchestra. The school
takes part in s