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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Holmeswood Methodist Schooal isin the village of Holmeswood, some fifteen miles from Preston in
Lancashire. There are 19 pupils on roll, between the age of four and leven years. Thismakesit a
very smdl primary school compared with primary schools nationdly. Pupils are taught in two smdll
casses. The mgority of pupilslive close to the school. Because of the very smal number of pupils
in the school, any gatistical comparisons with national dataiis of limited value, as one pupil isthe
equivaent to 5%. However, when the information for the period of the last four yearsis consdered
together, the percentage of pupils entitled to free school medls has been below the nationa average.
The percentage of pupils with specid educationa needs has been generdly smilar to the nationd
percentage. All pupils are of white British heritage. When pupilsjoin the school & age four years,
ther attainment is generdly typicd of that found nationaly for the age group.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thissmall schoal is providing pupils with a satisfactory standard of education. It isat the heart of
the local community. As pupils move through the school they make satisfactory progress, overdl, in
developing their skills and understanding in most subjects, including English, mathematics and
science. However, in information and communication technology, geography and art and design the
progress made by pupilsis unsatisfactory. All pupils areincluded in al aspects of the school’s
work. Pupils who have specid educationa needs are provided with good support. The school
mests the needs of dl pupils.

Management and leadership are satisfactory overdl. However, they do not focus enough on raising
the standards attained by pupils.

The cost per pupil to run the school is over three times higher than the national average cost for
primary schools. Teaching groups in the school are very small. The schoal is not fully exploiting
these advantages in raising standards further. Over the longer period of time teaching isjudged to
be satisfactory. Pupils only make satisfactory progressin their learning. There are some
weeknessesin the school’ s evauation of its work and what is should be achieving. When these
factors are consdered together the schoal is judged not to provide vaue for money.

What the school doeswell
Overdl, the qudity of teaching observed during the inspection was good.
In the lessons observed in the ingpection, pupilS made good progressin their learning in
response to some good teaching.
New nationd drategies for developing the pupils skillsin literacy and numeracy have been
effectively established.
In most lessons, pupils show good attitudes to their learning. Pupils behaviour is generaly
good.
Relationshipsin the school are good. Pupils work well together and show respect for each
other’ sfedings.
The school has very good links with the loca community and pupils are actively involved in
many aspects of village life.
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What could beimproved

- Management of the schoal is not sufficiently focused on raising standards and evaueating what
pupils should be achieving.
The school does not make best use of nationa guidance in planning how to teach the Nationa
Curriculum in its smdl, mixed-age classes
The work given to pupils does not consstently build on their past learning and chalenge their
thinking.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors' action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

Overdl, the standards attained by pupils during this inspection are smilar to those reported following
the last inspection. There has been adight improvement in the qudity of teaching observed during
the ingpection. However, as previoudy, no very good or excellent teaching was observed.

The school was last ingpected in April 1997 when five issues were identified that needed to be
improved. In brief, these were connected with:

Developing the teachers planning o that it took into account pupils past learning;;
Making sure that the targets set by the school reflected the school’ s aims and that clear
procedures were established to measure the school’ s performance;

|dentifying ways in which the budget could be used to benefit pupils in the schooal;
Deveop systems to monitor classroom practice;

|dentifying ways of providing pupils with opportunities to take more responsibility for ther
learning.

The school has made some progress in tackling the five key issues then identified for improvement.
However, the school’ s management has not focused its activities sufficiently so that the progress has
had amgor impact on pupils learning. The school governors have redefined the school’ sams, but
they have not yet developed clear procedures that hold the school to account for its actions and the
standard attained. Weaknesses in teaching resources have been tackled but there are still shortages
in some aress, for example agood range of play equipment for the youngest pupils. The school staff
have identified opportunities for pupils to become more involved in the day-to-day running of the
school. However, further thought needs to be given to ways that pupils can become involved in
planning their own learning.

STANDARDS

The numbersin each year group are very smdl. This makes comparisons of the school’sresultsin
nationd tests for seven and deven-year-olds with nationa data, of little value for any single year.
Hence this report contains no year-by-year data or comparisons with the results of other schools.
However, when taken together, the school’ s results for the last four years indicate that pupils at age
seven and eeven atained sandards in English, mathematics and science that were broadly in line
with those found nationaly. Thereisinsufficient data to make such comparisons with schools of a
dmilar 9ze and sdtting.
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The smal number of pupilsin ayear group makesit unredigtic for the school to set overdl targets
for improvement in nationd tests. For example, there are only two pupilsin the present Year 6 class
and one pupil represents 50% of the year-group. However, the school is not setting chdlenging
targets for individua pupils.

Discussonswith Year 5 and 6 pupils, together with an examination of their books, indicates that in
the key areas of English and mathematics pupils are attaining standards that are broadly in line with
those expected nationdly for this age group. When the pupils resultsin the Year 2 nationd tests are
taken into consderation, the indications are that the very smdl classesin the school are not having
enough impact on the rate of progress made by pupilsin Key Stage 2. Pupils should be attaining at
ahigher levd.

In other subjects, an examination of the pupils books and discussion with the pupils indicates that
dandards are variable. For example, in science and history standards are broadly in line with those
currently seen in primary schools. On the other hand, standardsin art and design, design and
technology, information and communication technology and geography are on thelow sde. Thereis
little evidence to indicate that the higher attaining pupilsin Years 5 and 6 will reach aleved of
attainment above that expected of the mgority of eleven-year-olds.

Pupils enter the school with arange of skillsthat are generdly in line with those typical for the age
group. Teaching that is generdly of a satisfactory standard enables pupils of dl abilities to make
generdly satisfactory progress as they move through the school.

PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudestothe | Inthe lessons observed the pupils' attitudes to work were good. Pupils are
school generdly keen to be involved in activities and they want to succeed. Inthe
mgority of lessons pupils respond well to teachers effective use of praise.

Behaviour, inand | Overdl, behaviour in the school isgood. 1n lessons, behaviour is generdly
out of classrooms | good. In the playground, pupils of differing ages play together well and their

behaviour is good.
Personal The persona development of pupilsisgood. Redationshipsin the school are
development and | good. In lessons, pupils work well with each other and share ideas and
relationships materiasin asensble way.
Attendance Attendance levels are amilar to those found nationdly for primary schoals.

In lessons where there is a positive relationship between the teacher and pupils, the pupils show
good attitudes to their work and they make good progressin their learning. During the school day,
there are satisfactory opportunities for older pupils to take help in the day-to-day running of the
school. Not enough opportunities are provided for pupils to take respongbility for their own
learning.

TEACHING AND LEARNING
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Teaching of pupilsin: Years1l-2 Years3-6

Qudlity of teaching Good Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

The ingpectors visited the school over two and a haf days and observed 16 lessons. Al three
teachers were seen teaching at least twice. Lessons where literacy and numeracy skills were being
devel oped were observed in every class.

Overdl, the qudity of teaching observed during the inspection was good. Teaching was judged to
be satisfactory or better in dl lessons seen. Evidence collected from the teachers planning records
and from the pupils books did not convince the inspection team that good teaching occurred in dl
subjects on aregular bass. Work in the pupils books shows pupils making satisfactory progress
overdl, based on work set that was usudly but not aways appropriate and sufficiently challenging.
Thisindicates that over the longer period of time teaching is generdly satisfactory.

Where the teaching was & its best the lessons were well planned, and teachers used good
questioning techniques to help pupils think carefully about answvers. Pupils responded well to this
approach and were confident to put forward ideas and make suggestions. When the teaching was
judged as satisfactory, the work provided for pupils did not take enough account of their past
learning. Asaresult not dl pupils made the progress they were cagpable of, given the good
opportunities for individua support provided by the very smdl teaching groups. In asmall number
of lessons there was evidence of pupils becoming bored with the work provided.

Overdl, good teaching was observed in English lessons where pupils were developing skillsin
reading and writing (literacy skills), and in mathematics lesson where pupils were developing their
skillsin numeracy. Overdl, in dl other subjects of the curriculum the teaching in the lessons
observed was of agood qudity.

Although pupils make satisfactory progress in their learning as they move through the school, the
very smdl class Szes are not having sufficient impact on their rate of progress.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

The qudity and range of the | The school gives gppropriate emphass to developing the pupils skills
curriculum in reading, writing and number work. Although the curriculum provided
by the schoal is satisfactory overal, the way it is planned over akey
stage redtricts the opportunities provided for pupils to revigt important
agpects of learning. Nationa guidance is not congstently well used in
planning work.
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Aspect (continued)

Comment (continued)

Provison for pupils with
specid educationa needs

Overdl, the provisonisgood. Inlessons, pupils are well supported
and they make good progress.

Provison for pupils
persond, induding spiritud,
moral, socid and culturd
development

Overdl, provison is satisfactory. Good provison is made for pupils
socid development. Provison is satisfactory for the development of
pupils spiritua, mora and culturd awareness.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

The school has satisfactory procedures in place that ensures pupils
welfare. Procedures for child protection are satisfactory.

The schoal has rightly spent the mgority of time developing the pupils skillsin English and
mathematics and standards in these subjects have improved. The way the curriculum is planned
does not enable pupils to have regular access to important aspects of their education. Too much
time el gpses before skills are revisited and developed. This meansthat if apupil in Year 3, for
example, does not understand a particular idea or learn a skill shelhe may well not have another
opportunity to develop that aspect of learning. Pupils show agood leve of regard for the fedings

and wdll being of their peers.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and Although the leadership and management are satisfactory overdl, there
management by the are weaknesses. The headteacher provides the school with satisfactory
headteacher and other key | day-to-day management. However, he does not set clear targets for the
daff future development of the schoal, including chalenging targets for

standards to be reached. Teaching and non-teaching staff provides the
headteacher with valuable support.

How well the governors
fulfil their respongibilities

The work of the school governorsis satisfactory. They are supportive of
the school, and carry out their respongihilities efficiently. They do not
have wdll-devel oped systems that enable them to hold the schoal to
account for its performance,

The school’ s evauation of

Test results in English, mathematics and science are andysed. The data

its performance collected is then used to decide on priorities for future years. At thetime
of the ingpection not enough thought was being given to setting detailed
and chdlenging targets for individud pupils

The drategic use of Overdl, the school uses the different specific grants provided to good

resources effect. The school hasalarge carry over initsbudget. Although the

governors can explain the reasons for the large sum they have not fully
congdered the impact of some continuing shortages in resources.
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Overdl, the headteacher provides the school with satisfactory day to day management. However,
during the last four years he has not used the key issues from the last ingpection to provide the

school with clear direction. The headteacher and school governors have identified a set of
appropriate priorities for the school's further development, but with too little attention to raising the
gtandard attained by individua pupils. The school usesitsidentified priorities in a satisfactory way to
plan spending, athough the priorities do not dways take sufficient account of the need to further
rase dandards. The governors understand and use the principles of best value when making
decisons regarding expenditure. The governors have not developed clear procedures and Strategies
that enable them to ensure that the schoal is enabling every pupil to reach their full potentid.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases par ents most What parentswould like to see improved
Children are keen to come to school and - Noitemswere identified that parents would
learn; they like schoal. like to see improved.

Teachers are very approachable and
aways make time for parents.

The school encourages pupils to understand
the difference between right and wrong.

Parents judge that the schoal is helping their
children to mature.

Parents returned 14 questionnaires. Six parents attended the meeting with the registered inspector.
In generd, the evidence gathered during the ingpection supports the positive views identified by the
parents.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’ sresults and pupils achievements

1

The very small number of pupilsin ayear group makesit difficult to compare the
standards attained by pupilsin national tests with national percentages. When the
school’ sresultsin national tests for the last four years are combined then overall
the results for pupils aged seven have been below the national average. The results
for eleven-year-olds have shown much variation but overall are closeto the
national average. Pupils enter the school as four-year-olds with standards typical
of those found nationally. Pupils make satisfactory progressin learning as they
move through the school.

The nationd arrangement for assessing pupils atainment is based on a scale with eight
levels. Thetarget for saven-year-oldsis Leve 2 of the scae; higher attaining pupils should
reach Level 3. Thetarget for eeven-year-oldsis Leve 4; higher attaining pupils should
reach Leve 5. Aswedl as comparing the school’ s results with the nationd pictureit is
usualy possible to make comparisons with schoolsthat are ‘in asmilar context’, that is,
schools which have a amilar proportion of pupils entitled to free school meds. However, as
only one year’ s dataiis available, no comparisons are made with schoolsin asmilar context
in this report.

When the school’ s results in nationa tests for seven-year-olds for the last four years are
taken together, then the percentage of pupils attaining the nationally expected standard in
reading and mathematics are been below the national average, in science the percentage are
in line with the nationd average.

When the school’ s results in national tests for eeven-year-olds for the last four years are
taken together, then the percentages of pupils attaining the nationaly expected standard in
English and mathematics are close to the nationd average. In science the percentage is
below the national average.

With as few as two pupilsin ayear group no sens ble comparisons can be made between
the performance of girls and boys.

An examingtion of the pupils books in English and mathematics, together with adiscussion
with the Year 5 and 6 pupils indicates that the mgority should reach the expected standard
by the time they reach the age of deven. In English the pupils are beginning to develop their
vocabulary 0 that their written work is becoming more exciting. In mathemetics pupils are
able to talk about arange of topicsincluding work they have completed on shape and
measurement. Although the highest attaining pupils can use arange of drategiesto solve
problems, for example finding out the answer to multiplying 49 by 7, most pupils have to use
paper and pencil; they have not developed a good understanding of the ways numbers
operate. Work in the books shows that pupils are making satisfactory progress. However,
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10.

11.

this rate of progress does not reflect the gains that should occur when class Sizes are s0
gmdl.

In science standards atained by pupils are generaly typica of those found in primary
schools. In science, work in the pupils books indicates that pupils have a satisfactory base
of scientific knowledge. For example, recent work on the properties of sound shows that
pupilsin the Key Stage 2 class understand how sound is made by vibrating an object.
However, the work in the books does not show in aclear way that pupilsin thisclass are
developing their ability to carry out smple scientific investigetions. In discussonthe Year 5
and 6 pupils could not explain in sufficient detail what was meant when a scientific
experiment was a ‘fair tet’. Standards in information and communication technology vary
across different aspects of the subject, but overall are lower than those expected for eleven-
year-olds. Pupilsin the Key Stage 2 class can open their own computer files containing
their work; they have a good understanding of the word processing program that is used by
the school. On the other hand, their knowledge of ways in which the computer can be used
to control arange of events is underdeveloped, for example, control of a smple machine.

The standard of presentation of work in the books is good. Work in the books of the
highest attaining Key Stage 2 pupilsis of avery good qudity. Although teachers regularly
mark the work, the quality of the teachers comments about the work istoo varidble. At its
best the marking provides pupils with clear advice about ways in which the work could be
improved. On the other hand some marking is little more than an acknowledgement that the
work has been completed.

The standards attained in other subjects of the curriculum are varigble. In history, music,
and physica education the limited evidence collected during the inspection indicates that
pupils are ataining standards that are typical of those expected for their different age groups.
In art and design, design and technology, information and communication technology and
geography standards are lower than those typically found for this age group. In subjects
where standards are too low, not enough teaching time is being alocated to the subject to
cover the nationa programme of work adequately. In addition, the way the curriculum is
planned using a cycle of two or four years, means that pupils do not have regular contact
with important ideas for a particular subject. This meansthat if they do not grasp the idea
when firg presented to them they may be able to revigt the area again in their time a
Holmeswood.

In reading and writing the majority of pupils make satisfactory progress.
Standards are generally in line with those typically expected for pupils age eleven;
pupils have made steady progress. Pupils enter the school with an understanding
of number work that istypical of the age group; they make satisfactory progressin
mathematics so that the oldest pupilsin the school are on target to reach the
expected standard for eleven-year-olds.

In other subjects the progress made by the pupils' istoo variable. For example, in
geography pupilsin the Key Stage 1 class make good progress, this progress is not
maintained when pupils join the Key Stage 2 class. The variable rates of progress reflect the
smal amount of teaching time that is alocated to some subjects, for example geography and
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12.

13.

14.

design and technology. Itisnot clear how, in this limited time, the nationally required
programmes of work are always ddivered. In addition, the lack of detailed schemes of
work that are particular to this very small school makes it difficult to see how the teachers
planning takes into account the pupils past learning and builds on this.

The gaff are making effective use of the nationd guidance for teaching reading, writing and
number work. The approach is having a positive impact on the pupils progress and their
levels of atanment.

Pupils with specia educationa needs achieve standards gppropriate for their age and ability.
They make good progressin developing skills in reading and number work.

These judgements are Smilar to those reported following the last inspection

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

I n the lessons observed during the inspection, pupils attitudes to learning were
good throughout the school. Behaviour in lessons and around the school was also
good. The pupils know what is expected of them and respond to the
encouragement and praise given to them. Attendanceis good.

Pupils are keen to come to school. They enjoy their lessons and are happy to join in
activities. Pupilsare punctud and quickly settlein class. They try hard to complete the
work set and show positive attitudes towards the staff and each other.

Behaviour is good in lessons and pupils play well together in the playground where
behaviour is generdly good. They look after the school’ s resources well and have respect
for other peopl€ s property. There are no exclusons. There is cam atmospherein the
school and the pupils are able to work and play in a sheltered, protected environment.

The schoal provides agood range of opportunities for pupils persona development. The
youngest children settle quickly and are encouraged to grow in self-confidence. All those
parents who returned the questionnaire indicated that school helped their children to mature
well. Pupils enjoy the opportunity to work together. However, even when the teaching
groups are very smal, pupils are not given enough opportunity to take responghility for ther
own learning.

Reationshipsin the school are good. Pupils are well supported by staff and teachers
regularly use praise to good effect. Pupils co-operate well together and have some
understanding of the impact of their actions on others. Bullying is not tolerated and instances
areinfrequent. In generd, relationships between pupils and saff contribute to the learning
process and are a good feature of the school.

Pupils are given some opportunity to help others. In discussion they indicated that they

would welcome more chances to develop this agpect of their work. They show initiative, for
example, by rassing money for charity, organising the annua Education Sunday in church and
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21.

22.

the themed assembliesin school to which parents are invited. Pupils are happy to help their
teachers by digtributing equipment and are enthusiadtic at tidying up at the end of lessons.
They return the registers to the office.

Attendance is good and could easily be very good. However, the figures are immediately
affected by one pupil’ s absence. Thereisno unauthorised absence. Some familiestake
holidays in term time where their occupations on the land make it difficult to take holidays at
any other time. This does have an effect on the teaching and learning process.

These judgements provide a picture similar to that reported after the last inspection.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

Overall, the teaching observed during the inspection was of a good standard. An
examination of the teachers planning records together with a scrutiny of the
pupils’ work and discussion with pupilsindicates that over the longer period of
time teaching is satisfactory.

There are two classesin the school. ThereisaKey Stage 1 class with eight pupils on roll
between the age of four and seven; this includes two pupils who are four yearsold. A
quaified nursery nurse supports the teacher for this class for three morningsaweek. The
Key Stage 2 class has deven pupilsonroll. Teaching in this classis shared between the
headteacher who teaches the class for three days a week and aregular supply teacher who
is respongible for teaching the class on the other two days. During this time the headteacher
has time to fulfil his management role.

During the ingpection, sixteen lessons or part lessons were observed. In total this amounted
to just under twelve hours of teaching and learning. Teaching was judged to be good in
eleven lessons and satisfactory in the remaining five lessons. No unsatisfactory teaching was
observed during the ingpection. Thisisasmilar picture to that reported following the last
ingpection. Teaching of good quaity was observed in some lessons in both classrooms.

Common strengths that were identified in the lessons observed where teaching was judged
to be at its best were:
the way teachers used questions to help pupils develop their idess;
the teachers understanding and knowledge of the subject;
the enthusiasm of the teacher, who provided pupils with good qudity materiasto help
them learn.
These gtrengths played amagjor part in the good progress made by the pupils.

In lessons where teaching was judged to be satisfactory, there were some common
weaknesses:
pupils were not provided with materids that sufficiently built on their past learning;
the work provided for the highest ataining pupils did not sufficiently chalenge their
thinking;
time was not used to best effect.
Asaresult the progress made in learning was only satisfactory.
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The quality of teaching that was observed in the Key Stage 1 class was good overall.

28. Eight lessons were observed in this class, thisincluded one observation where the teacher
was working with the two pupils in the Foundation Stage. Teaching was judged to be good
in seven of the lessons and satisfactory in the remaining one lesson.

29.  Good teaching was observed in lessons where pupils were developing their skillsin both
English (literacy lessons) and mathemeatics (numeracy lessons). In these lessons the teacher
used good questioning skills that enabled pupils to explain how they had reached a particular
answer. For example, in amathematics lesson where pupils were asked to find the height of
aflower that was 34 centimetres taller than another flower, careful questioning by the
teacher enabled the pupil to explain how she had reached her answer. ‘| added the 50 to
the 30, then | added the 4 to the 6 to make 10 then | added the 80 to the 10 to get 90'.
This gpproach enabled the pupil to use her technique to solve more complex problems.

30.  Good teaching was observed in a science lesson and a physical education lesson. In both
these lessons the teacher had detailed preparation notes that enabled her to ensure the
lesson went at agood pace. In the one lesson where teaching was judged to be
satisfactory, the teacher’ s preparation was not as detailed and pupils did not make the same
progress as that observed in the mgjority of lessons.

The quality of teaching that was observed in the Key Stage 2 class was good overall.

31 Eight lessons were observed in this class. Teaching was judged to be good in four of the
lessons and satisfactory in the remaining four lessons.

32.  Although good teaching was observed in lessons where pupils were developing their skillsin
both English (literacy lessons) and mathematics (numeracy lessons), lessons were observed
in both these subjects where teaching was only satisfactory. Good teaching in mathematics
was observed when pupils were developing ideas about symmetricd shapes. The lesson
had been well planned and a good range of resources was available to the pupilsto help
them understand what made a shape symmetrica. The lesson went with aswing and by the
end of the sesson pupils, at different levels of development, had made good progressin their
undergtanding of symmetry. The satisfactory teaching in mathematics occurred when pupils
were developing their understanding of fractions. The introduction to the sesson was too
long and a number of pupils became restless. Although individua pupils were provided with
good support in the lesson the progress made by the mgjority was only satisfactory.

33. Good teaching was aso observed in music and physica education lessons. In both these
lessons the pupils were actively involved in the activity. They showed that they were keen to
learn and there was clear development in the standard of their work. On the other hand, in
a history lesson where teaching was judged to be satisfactory, the work provided for pupils
did not provide them with the necessary leve of interest. Although they dl did learn
something appropriate they became bored in the process and there was some instances of
unsatisfactory behaviour.
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The teaching observed in both English and mathematics lesson was good overall.

34.

Eleven lessons were observed where these important aspects of the pupils development
were being taught. In seven of the lessons teaching was judged to be good and in the
remaining four lessons it was judged to be satisfactory. There was no significant difference
between the qudity of teaching in the two subjects. In both subjects the school is making
satisfactory use of the new nationa guidance for teaching literacy and numeracy skills.

Over the longer period of time teaching in the school isjudged to be satisfactory.

35.

36.

37.

38.

An examination of the teachers planning records, together with a close scrutiny of the
pupils books and discusson with pupils, indicates that teaching in the school is generdly
satisfactory. The broad plan that shows how the school will deliver the nationaly prescribed
programmes of work (the National Curriculum) does not enable pupils to have regular
access to important skills and knowledge. For example, in the Key Stage 2 class the work
in most subjectsis planned on afour-year-cycle. Thismeansthat if a pupil does not
understand a particular ideawhen it isintroduced in Year 3 shelhe may well not come
across that idea again whilst at the school. This gpproach is unsatisfactory as it means that
skillsare not being revisited on aregular basis. Pupils are not provided with regular
opportunities to practise and improve their skills.

The teachers planning does not take enough account of the varying levels of attainment of
the pupilsin each class. With teaching groups of eight and eeven, not enough thought is
being given to waysin which individua pupils can be helped to make progress. Asaresult
those pupils who are particularly high attainers are not being given work that would
conggtently chalenge their thinking.

The progress made by pupils as they move through the school is satisfactory.
Children enter the Foundation Stage with levels of attainment similar to those
found nationally. They make satisfactory progress to reach standards close to those
expected for five-year-olds when they transfer to the Key Stage 1 classes. The
generally steady progress is maintained in the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 classes
so that by age eleven pupils reach standardstypical for eleven-year-olds.

Work in the pupils books shows that during this term they have made satisfactory progress
in the mgority of subjects. When pupils talk about the work, they display a satisfactory
level of understanding of the work they have undertaken. For example, Year 5 and 6 pupils
can explain that vibrations cause sound and they have some understanding of the relationship
between the pitch of asound and the length of aguitar string. However, in other aspects of
their development their knowledgeis not secure. Year 5 and 6 pupils find it very difficult to
explain how to find places on maps, for example. Although pupils make satisfactory
progress overal, the lack of detail in the teachers planning does not indicate how progress
could be better. Not enough thought is being given to the way in which an individud pupil’s
level of knowledge and understanding can be challenged and further developed. Although
there is some evidence that teachers do make assessments of pupils levels of understanding
of key ideas in some subjects, the planning does not indicate how this informetion isto be
used to plan the next step of learning. The teachers' planning does not focus in enough

Holmeswood Methodist School - 19



39.

40.

41.

detal on the learning needs of pupils of very differing ages and &bilities. Thisis particularly
true of the Key Stage 2 class.

During the ingpection, the most effective learning occurred in lessons where the materias
were both simulating and matched to the pupils' differing levels of attainment and meturity.
For example, in aKey Stage 1 science lesson where pupils were exploring the different
properties of materids, they quickly came to understand that there were some changes that
occurred with materias that could not be reversed. Once they had seen an egg broken they
soon redlised that it would be difficult to, ‘ Put it together again’. On the other hand, in
mathematics lesson in the Key Stage 2 class, too much reliance was placed on work from
the school’s commercid materids, the lesson lack excitement and pupils made relatively
dow progress.

Pupils who have been identified as having specid educationa needs generdly make good
progress as they move through the school. Individua pupils are provided with agood level
of support.

Overdl, these judgements reflect those reported following the last inspection.  That report
clearly identified the need for teachers to develop their approach to planning the curriculum.
The evidence collected indicates that not enough progress has been made in this area.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILS?

42.

43.

The curriculum provided by the school is satisfactory overall. The school gives
appropriate emphasis to developing pupils' skillsin reading, writing and number
work, but does not provide pupils with enough time to develop skillsin all subjects
effectively. Although all subjects of the National Curriculum are taught as well as
religious education, the school does not totally meet requirements because the
emphasis on raising standards in English and mathematics means that not enough
timeis given to covering the nationally prescribed programmes of work in other
subjects. The way the staff plans the curriculum has a number of significant
weaknesses. The most important being the use of a cycle of topics that does not
enable pupils to cover the same subject matter for a number of years.

The qudity and range of learning opportunities is satisfactory overal. Pupils generdly meet
an gppropriatdy varied programme of activities and experiences as they move through the
school. In the Foundation Stage, better provision is needed in two areas of learning,
physical development and creative development; the school has identified these
inadequacies. Provision for out of school clubs and activitiesis very limited due to the smal
numbers of pupils.

The nationd guidance for teaching literacy skillsis having a positive impact on the standards
attained by pupils. The school recognises that severa of the schemes of work need to be
reviewed 0 that the teaching incorporates the most recent nationd statutory requirements
for the curriculum, particularly in design and technology and geography. Schemes of work
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45,

46.

47.

48.

49,

arenot yet in place for al subjects. Asaresult it isnot clear when or how al aspects of the
Nationa Curriculum are covered.

Although the curriculum provision is satisfactory overdl pupils are not provided with enough
opportunities to take responsbility for their own learning. For example, they are not
provided with enough opportunities to develop research skills.

The governors have palicies in place for al subjects and the mgority aspects of the school’s
work. However, the school has no forma programme for sex education. Thetopicis
introduced through hedlth education, science and materias provided by the loca hedth
authority through the school nurse. The school’ s gpproach to drug education is not fully
developed.

The way teechers plan the curriculum is broadly satisfactory, but with some significant
wesknesses. |n the Key Stage 1 class work is planned through a number of topics over a
period of two years. A similar gpproach is used in the Key Stage 2 class, but the time scae
isincreased to four years. This approach means that particular aspects of the national
programmes of work will usualy only be covered once in afour-year period in the Key
Stage 2 class. There are inherent wesknesses in this systiem. For example, if a pupil does
not understand a particular piece of work in the Year 3 group, there will be no opportunity
to revigt thiswork at alater stage. Thiswill have serious conseguences for the progress
mede by pupilsin ther learning.

The school provides equd opportunities for dl its pupil; it isfully incdlusive in how it plans
their work and experiences. Pupilswith specid educationa needs are well supported and
given appropriate help by a part-time teacher and a classroom assistant.

The school has very good links with the parents. The community makes a postive
contribution to pupils learning. Relationships with Mere Brow Primary School and Bishop
Rawsthorne High School are good. The school works in partnership with the loca chapd,
putting in displays on ‘Caring’ for Education Sunday, as well as numerous other activities.

Provision for pupils social development isgood. Provision for the pupils' spiritual, moral
and cultural development are satisfactory.

50.

5l

52.

Provision for pupils spiritua development is satisfactory. The curriculum offers satisfactory
provison for spiritual development. Pupils are given opportunities to reflect on world affairs
and know how many hungry people there are in the world. They are encouraged to support
charities for example, when they raised money for Afghanistan through a sponsored music
event. Inassemblies, the pupils sing hymns, say prayers and listen to music and poetry.
Close links with the chape enhances this aspect of the pupils development.

The provison for the pupils mord provison is satisfactory overdl. The school’s behaviour
policy givesthe pupils clear guidelines on how to behave. Rewards and sanctions are
effective in promoting behaviour. Relationships are good and pupils know right from wrong.
Planned provision for the pupils socid education isgood. They learn to work in pairs and
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53.

in groups. Milk timesin Reception and Key Stage 1 together with dinnertime provide
pleasant occasions for pupils to mix with each other. Pupils enjoy the range of schoal trips
and the Christmas party provided for them. They are given the opportunity to spend a
resdential holiday together.

Provision for cultural development is satisfactory. Through history and geography topics,
pupils develop a satisfactory understanding of people and places around the world, as well
as congdering other societies and cultures. Music and poetry provide opportunities for
pupils to learn about other cultures. However, not enough use is made of the art and
literature of other cultures. The school is mono-ethnic and does not provide opportunity for
pupils to appreciate and understand the richness of a multi-cultura society.

Overdl these judgements are Smilar to those reported in the last inspection report. Asyet,
not enough thought has been given to the way in which the curriculum should be planned in
this very smdl schoal.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

Overall the school provides a satisfactory level of carefor its pupils. Teachersand
support staff are accessible, caring and thoughtful. Proceduresfor assessment are
satisfactory. However, the school does not use the information gained from
assessments sufficiently to plan the next stage of learning for pupils.

The arrangements for ensuring the welfare of pupils are satisfactory. The small number of
pupils and the good quality of relationships throughout the school help to ensure that saff
know the pupils well.

Satisfactory procedures for child protection arein place. The headteacher is the designated
person responsible and is due for updated training. There is dso a named governor who
takes respongbility for overseeing this aspect of the school’swork. The governing body has
not yet agreed its own health and safety policy but follows the loca authority guiddines. The
governors ingpect the building, there are regular fire drills, equipment istested and the
accident book is readily available and completed. Clear procedures are in place for any
pupil who becomesill in schoal.

Because of the smal number of pupils on roll, the school does not monitor attendance with
any rigour. Attendanceisin line with the nationa average for primary schools but the school
should expect to see an increase in attendance. The educationa welfare officer vigts each
term as amatter of course. Pupils are punctua and no time is wasted at the beginning of the
school day.

Procedures for monitoring and promoting good behaviour and diminating oppressve
behaviour are satisfactory. The draft behaviour policy iscdear. The pupils understand the
teachers gpproach to managing behaviour. Monitoring is an ongoing process and some
behavioura problems are recorded. Any incidents are dedlt with immediately by staff.
Parents are informed when there are concerns and the school arranges for the matter to be
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60.

61.

62.

discussed with both parents and child. There are opportunities for class discussonsto
discuss acceptable behaviour.

There have been some improvements in the way the school collects and analyses information
about pupils attainment and progress. This aspect of the school’ swork is satisfactory.
Although there may be an intention to regularly record the progress of individud pupilsin
important aspects of their work, the records seen during the inspection do not dways
support thisintention. Assessment is carried out informally on adaily bas's, and teachers
carry most of what they know about each pupil’ s progress in their head. Because the
recording is not obvious there is no evidence that assessment is being used systematicaly or
efficiently in planning what each pupil needsto do next. This gpproach is unsatisfactory,
particularly in the light of other weaknessesin planning the curriculum for each pupil. Asa
result some pupils progressistoo dow.

Pupils academic performance and persond development are monitored and supported
satisfactorily, but the information gained is not dways used to set targets for individua pupils
toamat. Weekly test results are recorded and achievement is discussed asthe work is
returned to the pupil. ‘Smiley faces are given to the infants for good work and good
behaviour with aweekly awards ceremony. Team points are awarded to the juniors. These
are charted on the wall and certificates are awarded to those who achieve twenty points.
The schoal is developing a system of records of achievement examples of pupils good
work.

These judgements are Smilar to those reported after the last ingpection.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

63.

65.

66.

All the parents who returned the questionnaire indicated that they were satisfied
with the standards achieved by their children and with the information they
received from the school. Parents regard the caring attitude and family atmosphere
asamajor strength of the school. They are confident in approaching the school on
any matter and fedl that there is a very effective partnership in place.

The parents are extremely supportive of the school and thisis greetly appreciated by the
daff. Parentsvaue the strong mord code implicit in the work of the school, and the way in
which the children are helped to become mature and responsible individuals.

The school has established a number of links with parents. All parents have completed the
home-school agreement that isincluded in the prospectus. The school views the agreement
very serioudy and fedsit is effective. Mogt parents vist the school daily whilst bringing their
child to and from school. Thisis an opportunity to share information. The school occupies
an important place in village life.

The Friends of the School association is open to anyone who wishes to become involved

with railsng money for the school or helping in any other way. Thisis a successful group thet
holds events throughout the year to include the village and the surrounding community.
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67.

68.

69.

70.

The school prospectus and Governors Annua Report to parents contain good clear
information. There are well presented newdettersthat are issued &t least once aterm,
together with other notices and letters from both school and the Friends group.

The annud reports on pupilsto their parents detailing progressin school vary in qudity. A
scrutiny of the Key Stage 2 reports provided evidence of a smal number of incorrect
grammar and spelling mistakes. When the school’ s bank of statements had been used, there
was some confusion over the gender used in individua pupils reports. The reports do not
clearly state what pupils can and cannot do and no targets are set. The Key Stage 1 class
reports are more informative and the language is more gppropriate. Throughout the school
thereislittle in the reports to help parents understand the progress made by their child; this
agpect of the reportsis generally unsatisfactory. The school provides alimited amount of
information to parents on the curriculum but does advise parents of the topicsto be studied
and encourages families to become involved in the work to be covered.

Parents are welcome to come into school and help, for example with readers, although
congtraints on available space mean that numbers have to be restricted. The reading record
book is used well as a dia ogue between home and school for the younger pupils. Thereis
weekly homework for pupils. Parents are encouraged to help children with spellings and
arithmetic. Parents and former pupils are happy to bring their skillsinto school, for example
a photographer and potter who have been able to share their knowledge and experience
with the children. The school isaso very receptive to parents suggestions such as getting
more and better books or pointing out thet the field needs draining.

These judgements are Smilar to those reported after the last ingpection.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

71.

72.

73.

Overall, the leadership and management of the school are satisfactory.
Nevertheless, there are weaknesses in aspects of the leadership. The school lacks
clear educational direction. Although the governors are supportive of the school,
they do not have sufficiently well developed strategies that enable them to hold the
school to account for its actions and the standards attained.

The headteacher ensures that the school runs efficiently, on a day-to-day basis. He has
developed arange of satisfactory strategies that enable him to combine hiswork as
headteacher with a teaching commitment for three days per week for pupilsin the Key
Stage 2 class. However, a the time of the ingpection aspects of leadership were
unsatisfactory. In particular the school did not provide a clear picture of its overdl
educationa direction. Thereis not sufficient commitment to raisng Sandards. The smal
teaching groups are not seen as an opportunity to set ambitious targets for pupils. The
headteacher and governors are too concerned with the perceived difficulties of working in a
amall school, and insufficient exploitation of the clear advantages, most notably the extremely
generous teacher-to-pupil ratio and the generous funding per pupil.

The progress made in addressing the issues identified in the last ingpection report has been
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74,

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

too variable. Fiveissueswere identified. Taken together, they provided a clear agendato
help the school raise the standard of education. Some limited progress has been madein
addressing aspects of each issue. However, progress has been dow and as aresult the
issuesidentified in this report are of asmilar nature. The headteacher and governors need
to put the railsing of standards higher up their separate and joint agenda. The school is
isolated from other schools. This meansthat the staff, particularly the headteacher, does not
have the opportunity to discuss and evaluate idess. Contact with an outside agency would
grengthen the school’ s overdl evauation of its performance.

A limited amount of monitoring of the standards attained by pupils has been undertaken.
The gtaff are beginning to gather together examples of work to show how pupils have
progressed in their learning. At the time of the ingpection, it was not clear how this folder
was being used to develop the teachers understanding of the different levels of the Nationd
Curriculum.

The governors have been able to use the school’ s budget to provide the headteacher with
two days aweek release from teaching. He usesthistime to undertake genera school
management and this agpect of hiswork is satisfactory. However, thereislittle evidence to
indicate that sufficient of the two days is being used to focus on raising Sandards in the
school. For example, the planned programme of classroom observations through which the
headteacher could identify the strengths and weaknesses in teaching needs to be more
rigorous. Similarly, thereis no evidence to indicate that he uses the time to evauate the
impact of the curriculum asit is currently planned.

Oveadl, thework of the school governorsis satisfactory. The governing body is very
supportive of the school and is keen that standards attained by pupils should improve. The
governing body is organised into an effective committee structure to consider and then take
action on matters to do with curriculum, finance, and premises.

The governors systems for monitoring and evauating the performance of the school are
underdeveloped. The minutes of governors meetings do not contain sufficient evidence to
indicate that they ask the necessary searching questions about the school’ s overdl
performance. At the time of the inspection the governing body was not totaly fulfilling its
role as the school’s * critical friend'.

The school’s plan for its further development is a satisfactory document. Governors are
involved with saff to identify prioritiesin the plan. This plan comprises a number of
manageable targets. However, the plan does not provide enough detail on how particular
targets are to be attained.

The school’ s budget shows alarger than norma carry forward to the next year, amounting
to 15% of the annua budget. The governors are aware of this and have identified some of
this large sum of money to protect staffing levelsin the school.  Although this gpproach to
budget planning is acceptable, the governors need to be absolutely sure that provision for
pupils who are presently at the school is appropriate. The limited evidence collected during
the inspection indicated weaknesses in provison in a number of areas, the most significant of
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80.

81.

82.

83.

85.

86.

87.

which were:

no large outside play provison for the Foundation Stage;

limited large congtruction equipment for pupilsin the Key Stage 1 class,
science equipment that was not stored in away that is accessible to pupils’;
ashortage of maps, photographs and smilar visud aidsfor usein geography.

Systemsfor the day-to-day adminigtration of the school’ s financia affairs are good and
effective. The school secretary has access to an gppropriate range of technology to support
her work. Governors are kept well informed about matters connected with the school’s
finances,

There are satisfactory procedures for gpplying aspects of the principles of best value.

Thelevel of staffing in the school isvery high. Teaching staff are suitable
gualified to teach the age range in the school. The size of the accommodation is
unsatisfactory, with playground space being restricted. Although the school has
no hall space, good arrangements are made with a local primary school so that
pupils have opportunitiesto develop their skillsin physical education. Generally,
despite some continuing weaknesses, learning resources are satisfactory in terms of
their range and quality, although they are not always stored in a way that makes
them accessible to pupils.

The school’ s accommodetion is very well maintained. During the inspection the school was
kept immaculately clean. Staff have used pupils work to enhance the learning environment.
The mgority of the displays are of a satisfactory quality, having an appropriate mix of pupilsS
work and other artefacts. A small number of displays do not show the pupils work to best
affect and do not provide the necessary level of inspiration for pupils.

Overdl, the areas surrounding the school are satisfactory. Playground space is very limited
but the school does have the benefit of a good-sized grassarea. Thereis no secure outdoor
play areafor the Foundation Stage and there are no large sets of outdoor equipment for this
age group. Thislimitstheir ability to develop the range of physicd skills set out in the new
national guidance for the age group.

Resources are satifactory, overal, athough with some weaknesses including those listed
above. Thereisagood stock of books both fiction and non-fiction. Although resources are
generdly at asatisfactory level they are not well stored and not easily available to pupils.
Thislimitsthe pupils opportunities to take some further respongbility for their own learning.

The school has clearly invested in appropriate resources in order to implement the National
Literacy and Numeracy Strategies. The school has a satisfactory range of computers and
related software.

These judgements do not indicate a satisfactory degree of improvement in the school’s
overal management and leadership since the last inspection.
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WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

88.  The school governors, in conjunction with the headteacher and staff, should take the
following actions to raise sandards in the schooal.

Q) Focus the school’ s management on raising the standards attained by pupils by:

- Bvduating the way the present time alocated for management is used;
Allocating sufficient of the management time to the specific issue of raisng the
sandards attained by al pupils,

Setting clear targets for management that are connected with raising sandards,
Using externa agencies to monitor, on aregular bass, the progress that has
been made in reaching the management targets,

Developing procedures and strategies through which the governing body fully
fulfilsit role to hold the schoal to account for its actions and the standards
attained.

2 Deveop structured programmes of work for each class, that are specific to this
school and that use the national guidance as support, by:

- Discussing and then deciding on ways in which the schemes of work for this
school should have a particular emphasis and relate to the school’ s loca
environmen;

Reviewing the present topic approach (two and four yearly cycles) to ensure
that pupils are provided with regular opportunities to develop their skills and
knowledgein al key aress of learning;

Using the nationd guidance as atool to ensure that al aspects of the nationdly
prescribed programmes of work for al subjects (the Nationa Curriculum) are
being delivered through the school’ s schemes of work.

3 Provide work for al pupils that builds on their past learning and challenges ther

thinking by:

- Developing the school’ s assessment procedures so that the level of attainment of
each pupil is clearly established and recorded;
Using thisinformation to plan learning programmes for pupils that take each
pupil to the next sage in their devel opment;
Involving pupils in understanding what they will need to do to attain the next
dagein thar learning.

(Further reference to these issues can be found in the numbered paragraphs of the full report
6,7,8,9,11, 18, 27, 32, 33, 35, 36, 38, 42, 45, 47, 60, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 77, 94, 100, 110,
118, 119, 121, 122, 127, 131, 132, 135, 136, 145, 158, 160, 163, 174).

In addition the governors need to take the appropriate actions to address the following minor issue:
Provide a suitable range of equipment for children in the Foundation Stage of
educetion.

PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection
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Number of lessons observed 16
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 10
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
Number 0 0 1 5 0 0 0
Percentage 0 0 69 31 0 0 0

The table gives the number and percentage of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching. Care should be taken when interpreting these percentages as each lesson represents more than six percentage points.

I nformation about the school’ s pupils

Pupils on the school’srall Nursery | YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) na 19
Number of full-time pupils known to be igible for free school meds na 0
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery | YR-YG6
Number of pupils with statements of specid educational needs na 1
Number of pupils on the school’s special educational needs register na 3
English as an additional language No of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additional language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usud time of first admission 0
Pupils who left the school other than at the usud time of leaving 0
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Attendance

Authorised absence

Unauthorised absence

%
School data 31
National comparative data 52

%
School data 0.0
National comparative data 0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

Attainment

Because of the smal number of pupilsin each year group no comparétive datawith nationd results

isincluded in this report.

Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin the last school year

Fixed
period

Permanent

Black — Caribbean 0
heritage

Black — African heritage

Black — other

Indian

Pakistani

Bangladeshi

Chinese

No of

pupils
Black — Caribbean heritage 0
Black — African heritage 0
Black — other 0
Indian 0
Pekistani 0
Bangladeshi 0
Chinese 0
White 19
Any other minority ethnic group 0

White

This table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only.

oO|lo|lo|j]o|j]o|o|oOo| oo

Other minarity ethnic
groups

el NeolNollNoll Neoll Noll Noll Neol

This table gives the number of exclusions of pupils of
compulsory school age, which may be different from the number

of pupils excluded.
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Teachers and classes

Qualified teachers and classes. YR — Y6

Financial information

Total number of qudified teachers 4 Financia year 2000/2001
(FTE)
Number of pupils per qualified 7.6
teacher
Average class size 95 £
Education support staff: YR —Y6 Totd income 124,182
Tota number of education support 3 Tota expenditure 115,928
staff
Total aggregate hours worked per 25 Expenditure per pupil 6,101
week
Balance brought forward from 33,742
previous year
Balance carried forward to next year 41,996
Recruitment of teachers
Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years 04
Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years 04
Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE) 0
Number of vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE) 0.1
Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less 0
than one term (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturn rate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the schoal is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

Theteaching is good.
| am kept wel informed about how my child is

Qgetting on.

| would fed comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The schoal is heping my child become mature
and responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outsde lessons.

Number of questionnaires sent out 19
Number of questionnaires returned 12
Srongly | Tendto | Tendto | Srongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know
9 3 0 0 0
10 2 0 0 0
10 2 0 0 0
8 3 0 0 0
9 3 0 0 0
10 2 0 0 0
10 2 0 0 0
11 1 0 0 0
12 0 0 0 0
9 3 0 0 0
10 2 0 0 0
4 1 4 3 0
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PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE

CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

89

90

91

92

93

94

Overall the provision made for children in the Foundation Stage of education is
good. At the time of the inspection the two children in the age group formed part
of the Key Stage 1 class. The classteacher iswell supported on three mornings a
week. Thislevel of support enables the children to make good progressin learning.

The Foundation Stage of education includes children in the age group three and four years.
The nationa guidance for this stage of education sets out a number of targets that children
should attain; these targets are divided into four developmental stages. In this section of the
report a limited number of judgements are made about the stage of development of children
when they first join the school a age four years. Because of the very small number of
children involved, two in the present Reception Y ear, other evidence has aso been used
when judgements have been made. This evidence included an examination of past records
and discussions with the teeching Staff.

The school does not admit children until they are four yearsold. At the time of the
ingpection there were two children in this group. For the mgority of the time they form part
of the Key Stage 1 class. However, on three mornings a quaified nursery nurseis
employed by the school to help with the education of this smal group of children.

Good provison is made for children when they start school. There are no home visits but
good opportunities are provided for children and their parentsto visit the school before they
gart school. When children enter school, the teacher makes an informal assessment of their
atanment. Thisisfollowed up with aforma assessment early in the first term. The more
forma assessment islinked to the stepsin the new national guidance for the age group.

Assessment on entry shows that, on average over recent years, children attain standards
broadly in line with the nationa expectations for four-year-olds. Good teaching, overdl, is
having a pogtive impact on learning and the children in reception are making sound
progress. The teacher and the nursery nurse work closely together. They are beginning to
plan the curriculum with reference to the new nationa guidance for the age group.

The accommodation for the Foundation Stage is unsatisfactory. A small space has been
created next to the Key Stage 1 class and this provides some opportunities for the young
children to learn through play. The outside area available provides a place for limited
outdoor play; thisis used for smal games activities. The school has plans to develop this
areawith a safe surface and large climbing and balancing equipment. Overal, resources are
satisfactory though actions are needed to provide children in the Foundation Stage with a
much grester range of materials and equipment.
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Per sonal, social and emotional development

95

Ovedl, provison in thisarea of children’s development isgood. The children begin school
with good socid skills. The teacher and the nursery nurse are senditive to their needs. They
listen carefully to what the children have to say encouraging them to talk about fedings. This
builds confidence in the children so that they are prepared to try new activities. Every-day
routines such as ‘ snack times' encourage a sense of belonging and sharing. Good persond
development is seenin ‘ carpet times when the children meet with the older pupils to report
on the activities they have enjoyed. For example, after reading the book Where's Spot?
they showed good levels of confidence as they talked to the other pupils. Gentle reminders
encourage the children to St quietly and to listen when gppropriate. They learn to take turns
and to say thank you. The children are becoming independent in tidying away activities and
managing their own persond hygiene.

Communication, language and literacy
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Good teaching in this area of the children’s development ensures that they make good
progress. They enjoy listening to stories and readily share books with each other and with
adults. They know how to hold abook and turn the pages correctly. In reading the book
George and the Dragon they could retell the story and predict what happens next. Using
picture cards of the story, Where's Spot? they can put the cards in the correct sequence
and then check the order by rereading the book. Good links with creative devel opment
were seen when the children made stick puppets of the characters and acted the story.
Children learn the initids sounds of |etters. 1n homework they look for objects that begin
with the *sound of the week’. They learnt the sound ‘m’ and brought atoy motorbike and a
mushroom.

The children can write their names and hold a pencil correctly. Good use of resources
makes writing lessons exciting. The children guessed what animalswere‘inthebag’. If they
were right they drew the animd and wrote its name with guidance from the teecher. The
children are encouraged to use different pens and papers. Attractive supplies of papers,
pens and jotters are well organised in the Holmeswood Estate Agents. A modd of a
computer and keypad, together with amouse, calculator and telephones, develop good

gpeaking and writing skills through role-play.

Mathematical development

98

Children enter the school with a sense of number that istypicd for their age group.
Sdtisfactory teaching, together with effective planning and organisation, enables them to
make satisfactory progress. During the ingpection they showed that they could count every
day objects, recognise, name and order numbers up to ten. Through crestive play they have
made a collage of space, showing arocket following ten stars to the moon. Effective
questioning develops mathematica vocabulary. The children know and understand *more’,
‘less, ‘full’ and ‘empty’. They enjoy sorting and matching objects, such as biscuits.
Challenging teaching enables the children to develop mathematical ideas, such as thinking of
gpace when building ahouse using Lego that is big enough for Spot to hidein. They learnto
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compare the heights and lengths of animals and which containersin the sand tray hold more
or less. Number games are well used to develop numeracy. The children are on course to
resch the level of attainment expected when they reach five.

Knowledge and under standing of theworld

99

Provison in this area of children’s development is satisfactory. Children enter the school
with an understanding of their world that istypicd for the age group. Much of the work in
this area of the children’s development is linked to the other areas of learning. The children
investigate and compare materials. They know that things can be changed as they
discovered when dyeing wool. The children were excited when the teacher broke an egg
and understood that when some things change the change couldn’t be reversed. The
children learn about time when they collect leaves that have changed colour. An autumn
display shows a collection of fruits and nuts. Books such as After the Storm teach the
children about weather. They know where they live and how they cometo school. Using a
map of the school and its neighbourhood they talk about Who livesin a cottage? and
consder What is the house made of? The children can record their work by drawing
pictures of houses they have seen, with titles such as*House for Sale’. A chart of the
children’s addresses shows good development of literacy. The children are proud of the
pictures they have made on the compuiter, in this area of work the children are on course to
reach the standard expected for five-year-olds.

Physical development.
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Children’ s @tainment in this area of development is broadly smilar to those found nationdly.
Opportunities for outdoor play are unsatisfactory. Thereis no high fixed equipment for
children to climb, dide and baance, nor tunnelsto crawl through. A lack of large
condructiona toys and bricks prevents the children from building large community
playthings. Through using the smdl games equipment the children are aware of space and
safety issues.

The children can handle tools such as pencils, scissors and brushes. In making the stick
puppets they learn to draw, colour, cut out and glue. The children can manipulate the
puppets, handle water and sand and roll and mould the play dough. The school has
recognised the need to develop outdoor play, but at the present time, the children are not on
course to reach early learning goas in physica development.

Creative development

102

Overdl provison in thisarea of the children’s development is satifactory. They make
satisfactory progressin exploring colour, texture and space through making a collage of
autumn leaves. They have painted the pressed |eaves and used them to print patterns that
are of asdtisfactory standard. The good teaching on autumn is seen in the drawings of
Home for a Hedgehog. Children ligten attentively to sounds in the music played but no
evidence was seen of children exploring how sounds can be changed or of recognising
patternsin music and dance. They do, however, enjoy Snging their favourite songs, tunefully
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and with good rhythm. Role-play is planned through ‘ The Holmeswood Estate Agency’.
This provides only limited opportunities to use their imaginaion. From the work seen and
from the school’ s planning records, opportunities to express ideas and fedlings through art
and design, drama and crestive play are missed. Overal, the evidence gathered during the
ingpection indicates that children will not reach the expected standard for children of five.

These judgements indicate an improvement over those reported after the last inspection.

ENGLISH
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The very small number of pupilsin a year-group makes year-by-year comparisons
with resultsin national testsfor English of little value. When taken overall, the
school’ sresults for the last four years show that standards arein line with those
typically found nationally for the respective age groups. | mprovement since the
last inspection has been satisfactory. An examination of the pupils books together
with discussions with pupilsindicates that they make satisfactory progressin
English asthey move through the school.

Standards in gpesking and listening are average. Pupils make satifactory progressis
developing their skillsin spesking and listening as they move through the school. Pupils
ligen wdl and are keen to join in discussons. I1n the best lessons observed, effective
questioning by the teachers encouraged the pupils to extended the range of their vocabulary.
Pupils are expected to answer in sentences when explaining their methods of working. After
writing ingructionson *How to Bath a Baby!" pupilsin Year 2 were confident in reading
their own notesto the class. Good teaching in Key Stage 2 on brainstorming synonyms
gave pupils awider vocabulary. They were able to use descriptive language: adjectives such
as ‘trembling’, ‘shivering’, ‘shaking', and ‘wobbling’ and adverbs such as‘mercilessly’. A
good choice of subject, ‘ Interviewing the actor who played Harry Potter’ led to agood
discusson. The pupils used newspaper cuttings to give them idess, they were fully involved
in this activity which they found imulating.

Standards of reading across the school are average, and pupils make satisfactory progress.
Overdl, teaching and learning in Key Stage 1 are good. Pupils enjoy reading and can talk
about the charactersin the stories. Higher ataining pupils use punctuation well to read
fluently, with good expression. They use the picture to help read new words. Lower
attaining pupils remember the repested patterns in the stories and use pictures and the initia
sounds of lettersin order to read their books. Most pupils are on course to reach the
standard expected nationdly at age seven years. Teaching and learning are satisfactory in
Key Stage 2. Older pupils are reasonably confident in conveying meaning when they read
aoud and they make few errorsin their reading. They can bresk down complex words into
gyllables. Pupils can offer opinions on the books that they enjoy. They have some technica
knowledge of books and can identify author, title and illustrator. Pupilsin Year 6 were
unable to name afavourite author. Progress and attitudes are satisfactory.

The mgority of pupils make good progressin writing. The highest ataining seven-year-olds
writewell. They canwritein full sentences and use capitd letters and full sops. Speling is
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usudly accurate. They know the conventions of story telling; such as beginning with ‘A long
timeago’. The highest attaining pupils understand past and present tense and can use
conjunctives such as‘so’. They can write for different purposes: writing stories, telling
news, giving information, making notes and writing poetry. There are some examples of
congtructive marking that enables the pupils to improve the standard of their work.
Satisfactory progressis seen in writing through Key Stage 2. Pupils use different stylesto
meatch the type of writing, including imaginative, factud, note taking, indructive and poetic.
Satisfactory progress is seen in the presentation, content, punctuation, vocabulary and
spdling.

Standards of handwriting seen in pupils books are above average. Y ounger pupils practise
forming the letters correctly and many are able to join the letters. Older pupils develop their
own style. In the best handwriting, letters are formed correctly, consstent and well spaced.
Pupilsin Years 5 and 6 are encouraged to use ink and fountain pens. They take pridein
their work and are keen to show it to vigtors. Spelling is taught and spelling patterns are
displayed on wall sheets. Targets for improvement is given such as, ‘ Think carefully about
‘b, ‘p,and d”.

The quality of teaching observed during the inspection was good overall. Over the longer
period of time, teaching is satisfactory.

109

110

111

Teachers have a good knowledge of how to teach reading and writing. Teaching was &t its
best when the subjects chosen appeded to the pupils. They enjoyed working on newspaper
texts to find the writer’ s point of view. The articlesincluded information on the Harry
Potter film and facts about Michadl Owen. Good planning of resources included recent
newspaper cuttings. Support cards giving ideas on ‘What will help me? enabled the pupils
to make good progress. In the least successful teaching, work was not sufficiently
chalenging. The time spent on the introduction was too long and the pace was too dow;
pupils loseinterest. Filling in missing words does not make the pupils eager to learn.

Over the longer period of time teaching is satisfactory. An examination of the teachers
planning records, together with a scrutiny of the pupils books, indicates that pupils are only
making satifactory progress in this aspect of their education. The very smdl teaching
groups are not being used to maximum benefit so that pupils make more rapid progressin
English. Work in the pupils books does not show how skills developed in literacy lessons
are influencing standards in other subjects. Although a small number of pupils were able to
talk about the their target for this term, this process of target-setting is underdeveloped. For
example, Year 5 and 6 pupils were not clear about what they would need to do to attain the
expected Level 4 inthissubject. In other respects, the school is making effective use of the
nationa guidance for teaching literacy skills. The schoal is making effective use of the
nationa guidance for teaching literacy kills

Overdl resources for English are satisfactory. The school has bought many excellent books
but many of these are not yet on display. Asaresult they are not adding to the pupils
enjoyment of the subject. Opportunities are missed for pupils to become independent
readers. Not enough opportunities are provided for pupilsin the Key Stage 2 classto
undertake their own research. Work on display that had been completed during time when
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pupils were involved in research work was of alow standard.

These judgements do not indicate any improvement in English from those reported following
the last ingpection.

MATHEMATICS
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The combined results for the last four yearsin tests for eleven-year-olds show the
school’ sresults to be close to the average of schools nationally. The limited data
available makes sensible comparisons with the results of similar schools
impossible. Evidence gathered during the inspection from lesson observations,
scrutiny of work in pupils’ books and discussions with pupilsindicates that
throughout the school, standards in mathematics are similar to those found in
primary schools nationally.

When the school’ sresults for the last four years in the statutory assessments for seven-year-
olds are combined, the pupils attainment in mathematics was close to the nationd average.
With the very smal number of pupilsinvolved, a sengble judgement cannot be made about
the different levels of attainment of girls and boys.

When the schoal’ s results for the last four yearsin the Statutory assessments for eleven-
year-olds are combined, the pupils attainment in mathematics was in line with the nationd
average. Once again the very smdl number of pupils involved makesit impossible to make
asensble judgement about the differing level of performance of girls and boys.

An examination of the Years 1 and 2 pupils books shows that they started the school year
with awide range of ability. The most able pupils could recognise the difference between
numbers in the hundreds, tens and units. They presented their work accurately. During the
inspection pupils were able to show that they had made progress in their understanding of
mathematics. The highest attaining pupils in the group could explain how they had caculated
that 64 was haf of 128, by working out that 60 was haf of 120 and 4 was hdf of eight.
Some Year 2 pupils are aso able to identify common two and three-dimensiona shapes,
they are able to describe objectsin terms of ‘heavier’, ‘lighter’, ‘longer’ and ‘ shorter’.
Higher attaining pupils are beginning to use sandard units to measure objects. They can
choose an agppropriate measuring stick when asked to find the length of objectsin
centimetres. The higher attaining pupilsin the class are well on course to reach the nationdly
expected Levd 2 by the end of the schoal year. If provided with the necessary
opportunities asmall number of pupils should attain the higher Leve 3.

An examination of the Year 5 and 6 pupils books, together with discussions with the group,
indicates that they have covered many aspects of the nationdly prescribed programme of
work for mathematics. Work in the pupils books shows that they have progressed in their
ability to complete sums involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and divison. They
have a satisfactory understanding of the processes they have been taught. However, their
ability to complete mentd caculations quickly islesswell developed. For example, when
asked to work out 49 multiplied by 7, only one pupil was able to explain that the eesiest was
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to multiply 50 by 7 and then subtract seven from that answer. When other smilar examples
were given to pupils it was evident that they were limited in the number of srategies they
used to complete tasks involving numbers. Work in the pupils books indicates that they
have a stisfactory understanding of arange of other mathematical ideas. During the
ingpection dl the pupilsin the Key Stage 2 class were able to explain the principles involved
in making a shape symmetrica.

The progress made by pupilsin mathematics as they move through the school is
satisfactory. The very small teaching groups are not being used to maximum
benefit to enable pupilsto make even morerapid progressin their learning.

The schoal isimplementing the National Numeracy Strategy and, generdly, drawing on its
guidance to set the pupils appropriate activities for their age and ability. However, inthe
Key Stage 2 class too much emphasisis placed on using acommercidly produced scheme
without a close review of the work given to pupils to see how it relates to the numeracy
drategy. The over reliance on this set of materials means that work does not consistently
build on the pupils past learning or take enough account of what they can aready do.
Pupils present their work tidily and overall the standards of presentation of work in
mathematics are high.

Overall the teaching observed in mathematics was judged to be of a good quality.
An examination of the pupils’ books and the teachers' planning indicates that over
thelonger period of time teaching is satisfactory.

During the ingpection five |essons were observed where pupils were developing skillsin
mathematics (numeracy skills). In three lessons teaching was judged to be good and in two
lessons it was judged to be satisfactory. All the teaching observed followed the structure set
out in the nationd programme for teaching mathematics and was generaly effective,
promoting learning at agood or satifactory rate. The planning for the lessons that were
observed showed in a clear way how pupils were to be introduced to new ideas. However,
an examination of the teachers planning files did not show the same levd of planning, it was
not clear how teachers undertook planning for individua lessonsin other weeks of the
school year. The longer term planning does not focus on the way in which the learning
needs of individua pupils areto be consdered. Asaresult the rate of progress made by
pupilsisnot as great as it should be given the very small teaching groups.

In the best lessons, teachers made effective use of questioning to develop learning or to
reinforce key ideas. Activities were well organised and pupils were aware of the expected
classroom routines. For example, in aKey Stage 1 lesson, pupils moved quickly and quietly
from the menta activities on the carpet areato a series of well-planned activities that
involved them in measuring arange of objects. Pupils showed that they were able to work
together well, the teacher provided them with good support when needed. When teaching
was judged to be satisfactory overdl, pupils were not dways fully involved in the activity.
For example, in alesson where the Key Stage 2 pupils were devel oping ideas about
fractions the introduction to the lesson went on too long and a number of pupils became
restless.
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Overdl, any pupils who have been identified as having specia educationa needs make
satisfactory progress. The support given to this group of pupilsis generdly satisfactory.

Throughout the school, homework is not used in a consstent way to support teaching and
learning in mathematics. During the ingpection hardly any evidence was seen of pupils being
given mathematics homework.

Resources for mathemeatics are satisfactory. The school has a good range of computer
programs that support pupils mathematica development. The pupils are keen to use the
programs and during the ingpection they used them to good effect.

These judgements are Smilar to those reported following the last inspection.

SCIENCE
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Overall, standardsin science arein line with those found in primary schools
nationally. The combined resultsfor the last four yearsin testsfor eleven-year-olds
show the school’ s resultsto be close to the average of schools nationally. The
limited data available makes sensible comparisons with the results of similar
schoolsimpossible. Evidence gathered during the inspection from lesson
observations, scrutiny of work in pupils' books and discussions with pupils
indicates that throughout the school, standards in those aspects of science that are
to do with understanding scientific facts are similar to those found in primary
schools nationally. The pupils' understanding of scientific investigationsisless
well developed.

When the school’ sresults for the last four years in the statutory assessments for seven-year-
olds are combined, the pupils attainment in science was close to the nationd average. With
the very smdl number of pupilsinvolved, a sensble judgement cannot be made about the
different levels of atainment of girls and boys.

When the schoal’ s results for the last four yearsin the nationd tests for elevenyear-olds are
combined, the pupils attainment in science was in line with the national average. Once again
the very smdl number of pupilsinvolved makesit impossible to make a sensble judgement
about the differing level of performance of girls and boys.

The limited amount of work in the pupils books showsthat in the Key Stage 1 class pupils
have been involved in developing thelr ideas about materids and the ways they can be
changed. In discussion pupils were able to explain that Sretching some materids changed
them, whilst other materids returned to their origind shape. Higher attaining pupils were
able to explain that some changes, for example making a cake, made it difficult to get the
ingredients back. They understood that once an egg had been broken open then they would
not be able to put it together again.

An examination of the work in the books of the Key Stage 2 pupils showed that during this
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term they had explored ideas about light and sound. In discussion pupils were able to
explain that when they heard a sound a vibration had occurred. They could also explain that
light travelled from objects to the eye. However, pupils were not aware of the differences
between the way sound and light travel through a substance. The books contain limited
evidence of pupils undertaking any scientific investigations. The investigations that have been
completed are at alevel below that typically expected for Year 6 pupils. The tasksthey
were st were too Smilar to those set for younger pupilsin the class, with too little
opportunity to make use and build on what they dready knew and could do. For example,
when exploring the effect of different volumes of water on the pitch of the note produced by
amilk bottle there had been no attempt to make any measurements. In discussion the Y ear
5 and 6 pupils were able to talk in very generd terms about the idea of making an
investigation fair. Non of the pupils could explain the need to control variables.

Work in the pupils books does not indicate that the progress they make in their learning is
satisfactory. The dower than expected rate of progressis closely related to the way science
ideas are introduced in the school. The curriculum is planned over atwo-year period in the
Key Stage 1 class and afour-year period in the Key Stage 2 class. This approach means
that pupils come in contact with key scientific ideas on an infrequent basis. For example, a
pupil in Year 3 may not have the opportunity to revisit important scientific idess again, whilst
at the school.

Pupils with specia educationa needs attain satisfactory sandards overal. They make
steady progressin science and generdly enjoy their science lessons.

During the inspection one lesson was observed where science was being taught, the
teaching was judged to be good. However, an examination of the teachers longer
term planning together with an examination of the pupils' books indicates that
over the longer period of time science teaching in the school is generally
satisfactory.

The very limited direct evidence of teaching in science means that a secure judgement about
science teaching is difficult. When the teachers planning is taken into consderation then the
picture over the longer period of time indicates thet teaching is generdly of a satisfactory
gandard. The planning is very broad and does not provide enough detail about how and
when parts of the nationa programme of work are to be covered. Thereisno indication
that assessments of pupils past learning will be used to plan the next sep in learning. Tasks
St to aclass are not sufficiently matched to individua pupils age, ability and maturity. The
very smal teaching groups are not being used to maximum effect to enable pupils to make
rapid progressin learning in science.

The school does not have a clear scheme of work for science. The recently produced
national guidance for the subject has not been used in a congtructive way to develop a
science scheme that is particular to this school and its very peculiar needs, thet is very small
teaching groups with pupils of very different ages and abilities.

Resources for science are adequate. However, they are not organised in away that makes
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them readily avallable for pupilsto use. This contributes to the genera lack of opportunities
for pupils to take responghbility for their learning.

These judgements indicate little improvement in science work in the school sncethe last
ingpection.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT)
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By the ages of seven pupils attain standards that are typical for the age group. By
the age of eleven pupilsattain standards that are lower than those expected
nationally. Few pupils attain the higher levelsfor their respective ages. As pupils
move through the school, they make satisfactory progress in developing their
knowledge and skillsin ICT.

A good number of computers with gppropriate software in both classrooms enables dl
pupils to have regular opportunities to become familiar with computers and their uses. The
school receives regular support from the Loca Education Authority. Thisishaving a
positive impact on the pupils understanding of ways they can use the computer to improve
their work.

From an early age, pupils have the opportunity to become confident users of the keyboard
and mouse. For example, in the Key Stage 1 class pupils are able to use the mouse to
control items on the computer screen. The pieces of work they have produced shows that
they are able to understand how they can combine text and pictures. At the time of the
ingpection there was no opportunity for pupilsin this class to develop their skillsin
controlling Smple equipment.

In the Key Stage 2 class, pupils are provided with a satisfactory range of opportunitiesto
further develop their computer skills. They have produced work of a satisfactory standard
using aword processing program. In discusson, the Year 5 and 6 pupils were able to
explain anumber of important functions from the program. They could explain how you
could move text, change the size of the text and check work for spelling mistakes.
However, they were less clear on how you could use a computer to help display datain a
graphica form. Pupils work is stored eectronicaly and pupils are confident in both
retrieving work and saving the outcomes of new work.

No direct teaching of computer skills was observed during the inspection. An
examination of the teachers’ planning records, together with discussion with
pupilsindicates that teaching is generally satisfactory.

During the ingpection no lesson were observed where pupils were being taught to develop
their computer skills. Where computers were used, they supported pupils in developing
other aspects of their work, for example in mathematics. An examination of the teachers
planning records does not provide clear evidence of when or how pupils will be heped in
developing ICT skills. For example, the plans do not clearly indicate how pupils will
improve their skillsin using word processing skills or data handling skills.
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145  Although the progress made by the pupils as the move through the school is satisfactory, the
small teaching groups, together with the generous ratio of pupils to computers, providesthe
opportunity for pupils to make rapid progressin this area of their learning.

146  Resourcesfor ICT aregood. Theratio of computersto pupilsishigh. With amore
structured teaching programme, pupils could make better progress.

147  Thesejudgements are smilar to those reported following the last inspection.

ART AND DESIGN, DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY, GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY,
MUSI C AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

148 Thegovernors and headteacher have identified raising standardsin English and
mathematics asa priority. Asaresult of the relatively limited teaching time and
priority given to other subjects, and because of some weaknessesin planning work
in mixed-age classes, standardsin these subjects are variable. The limited evidence
gathered during the inspection indicates that in these subjects standards, although
at times on the low side, are typical of those found in similar primary schools.

149  The evidence gathered during the inspection indicates thet in art and design standards are
lower than those expected for pupils aged seven and eleven years.

150  There are no artwork displays of good quality around the school to show the range of work
that is detailed in the school’ s long-term planning. A display of the dinosaur topicin Years5
and 6 included drawings and paintings of dinosaurs of alow standard. Opportunitiesto
explore different shapes, textures and forms were not evident in the work.

151  Pupilsin Key Stage 1 can draw and illudirate their writings asis seen in the class story
books in which they have written about Mister Magnolio. With help, they can use
information and communication technology to investigate shape, colour and patternin
making their designs. The pupils are proud of thisartwork. Thereislimited evidenceto
indicate that the pupils are provided with regular opportunities to paint pictures make
collages using different media, or work in designing two-dimensiond forms.

152  Inadiscusson with older pupilsit was evident that pupils have very little knowledge of
famous artists. They do not study or work in any artists style. No lessonsin art and design
took place during the inspection. The only other artwork seen wasin Key Stage 2
sketchbooks. Pencil sketches of objects such as boxes, were drawn and highlighted by
shading. Pupils had designed and painted a pumpkin.

153  Resources are satisfactory and include a good selection of books on art and design.

154  The evidence of work in classrooms and on display indicates that pupils attainment & age
seven and deven in design and technology is below that found nationdly, for the
respective age groups. During the course of this ingpection it was not possible to see any
design and technology lessons. Design and technology has not been a priority for
development for the school .

155  Thereislimited evidence of pupils work in design and technology. In discussion Year 5
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and 6 pupils could recal making a Father Chrismas last year. They could explain how they
had designed their own artefact and how they had then dressed it. They were not so sure
that they had evauated what they had made and thought about ways in which their Father
Christmas could have been improved.

The limited evidence available indicates that pupils make unsatisfactory progressin
developing skillsin design and technology, as they move through the school.

Overall, the school has a satisfactory range of resources for teaching the subject. In the Key
Stage 1 class the range of large condtruction materidsis unsatisfactory.

The limited evidence gathered during the ingpection indicates that, overal, sandardsin
geography are lower than those typicaly expected nationdly. Pupils aged seven achieve
the nationally expected standard but pupils aged el even do not reach the standard expected
for thisage group. Time alocated for geography islow and particularly low for Key Stage
2. Planning for geography is on afour-year cycle in dternate terms. Consequently too
much time el gpses before important geographica skills can be revisited and devel oped.
Progressis satisfactory through Key Stage 1 and unsatisfactory through Key Stage 2.

Pupilsin Years 1 and 2 pupils tak with enthusiasm about their journey to school, pointing
out key festures. The pupils have made a map showing where they live. Roads and street
names are marked. Signposts to the neighbouring villages of Rufford and Burscough are
included. Effective question labels encourage the pupils to identify the different types of
houses and to discover why some houses have chimneys.

In the previous summer term, pupilsin Key Stage 2 had been studying the local
environment. They wrote aletter to the local Member of Parliament expressing concern
about river pollution. In adiscusson with older pupils, they were able to name towns near
Holmeswood and find them on amap. They have an understanding of the differences
between rurd and city life, and spoke about the shopping precincts and busy streetsin town.
The pupils know about long distance travel to other countries, but they have little
understanding of different climates or landscapes. They are not aware of wider issues such
as Settlement and pattern. They are not attaining the levels expected in mapping or in
making use of atlases and globes of various scales. No evidence was seen of pupils usng
information and communications technology to present information about a range of
countries with the use of a database. Neither was use made of secondary information
sources such as agrid photographs.

Resources for geography are limited and do not provide pupils with the necessary
opportunities to develop arange of important skills.

The evidence gathered during the ingpection indicates that by the ages of seven and eeven
pupils attain sandardsin history that are Smilar to those found nationaly. An examination
of the pupils books indicates that they are developing a sense of change over time. In
discussion Year 5 and 6 pupils were able to put a number of historica periodsin the correct
order. They were aso able to identify the main differences between Victorian times and
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today. They would not have liked to have lived in Victorian times because the hedth care
was hot as good.

The limited evidence gathered during the inspection indicates that pupils make satisfactory
progress in developing their historical knowledge. However, the teachers planning records
do not show clearly how important skillsin history will be developed. For example, thereis
not enough detall to indicate how pupils will use research skills or how they will be helped to
evauate the relative importance of first and second-hand evidences. Thereisadso little
systematic planning to ensure that pupils revist key historical ideas and skills regularly, with
tasks becoming progressively more chalenging.

Resources for the subject are satisfactory.

The limited evidence gathered during the ingpection indicates that Sandardsin music arein
line with than those thet are typicaly found in primary schools nationdlly.

One lesson was observed where older pupils were developing their skillsin music. The
pupils showed that they had a satisfactory understanding of the way arange of different
instruments could be used to enliven their thinking. 1n school assemblies the pupilssing in
tune and with enthusasm.

Resources for music are satisfactory. The school has a satisfactory range of pitched
ingruments. However, with the considerable carry over in its budget the school can afford
to enhance the range and number of instruments. This could lead to pupils attaining even
higher standards.

Overdl gandardsin physical education aretypica of those found nationdly. Pupilsare
provided with regular opportunities to improve their performancein al aspects of physca
education, including snvimming.

The school does not have indoor facilities for physical education. Appropriate arrangements
have been made with a neighbouring schoal to useits hal on one afternoon aweek; this
arrangement works well and provides dl the pupils in Holmeswood with the opportunity to
use arange of physica education equipment.

During the ingpection each class was observed using the hal space of the neighbouring
school. Pupilsin the Key Stage 1 class showed that they could use mats as a basis for
developing a satisfactory range of movements. Pupilsin the Key Stage 2 class were able to
use arange of equipment to develop a sequence of movements connected with their
mathematics work on shapes. During the two sessions seen, al pupils made satisfactory
progress.

The school has a satisfactory range of small equipment that can be used on the school
playground. This equipment is stored in an gppropriate way. However, during the
ingpection it was not used ether at bresk-times or lunchtime,

Overall, the teaching observed in the above subjects was good. Over a longer
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period of time, teaching isjudged to have only a satisfactory impact on learning,
largely due to weaknesses in planning the work to be done.

In total four lessons were observed when the above subjects were being taught. Two
physica education lessons, one music lesson and one history lesson were observed.
Teaching was judged to be good in the physica education lessons and the music lesson. In
the history lesson teaching was judged to be satisfactory. In the three lessons where
teaching was good the pupils were provided with stimulating materias and they showed that
they were interested in the work; they made good progressin their learning. In the history
lesson the pace was too dow and pupils lost interest in the content of the lesson.

An examination of the pupils books and a scrutiny of the teechers planning records indicate
that over the longer period of time teaching in these subjects is no better than satisfactory.
Work in the pupils books shows that they only make satisfactory progress as they move
through the school. The teachers planning does not show in a clear way when and how
different aspects of the subjects are going to be taught to pupils of very different ages and
levels of attainment. For example in the Key Stage 2, classwork is planned on a four-year
cycle; this means that pupils experience some key aspects of the different subjects only once
inthisclass. If apupil does not grasp an idea on first meeting, then shelhe will not have
another opportunity to develop that aspect of their development before they leave the
schoaol. This gpproach to planning the curriculum limits the progress made by pupils.

Overdl, these judgements do not represent a Sgnificant improvement over those reported

after the lagt ingpection. Thereislittle evidence to indicate that enough thought has been
given to planning a curriculum that needs the needs of avery smal school.
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