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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Utterby Primary School serves the nearby village of Utterby and other communitiesin the
surrounding area. There are 63 pupils on rall, which iswell below the average size for a primary
school nationdly. Pupils come from awide range of socid backgrounds. Although no parent
currently claims entitlement for a free school med, there is evidence that the actua entitlement is
about average for primary schools nationally. About sixteen per cent of the pupils are on the specid
needs register and this is about average for schools of thissize. Three pupils have a statement of
gpecia educational need. The attainment of children on entry to the schoal is broadly typical of that
found nationdly. There are two pupils for whom English is an additiona language. The school has
recently expanded and there are now three classes instead of two.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisis an effective school which gives adl its pupils agood standard of education. The schoal is
popular within the loca community and children enjoy coming here. Good quality teaching
contributes well to pupils positive attitudes to learning and the good progress they make. Teaching
is particularly effective in promoting high standardsin Key Stage 2. Standards achieved by 11 year
olds are above average in English, mathematics and science. The head is responsible for much of
the school’ s success, and there is a very strong ethos for learning, but he does too much in too little
time and respongibilities are not delegated well. More needs to be done to secure the devel opment
of the schoal. Although the governing body is very supportive of the school’ s management, it needs
to be more actively involved in its work.

Staff, parents and governors share a strong will to improve the school further. The school provides
satifactory vaue for money.

WHAT THE SCHOOL DOESWELL

The head makes a very strong contribution to the qudity of teaching and learning and to the
positive ethos in the school.

By the end of Key Stage 2, standards in English, mathematics and science are above those
typicaly achieved by 11 year olds.

The overd| qudity of teaching is good.

Provison for pupils with specid educationa needs, and the progress they make, is good.
Pupils are keen to learn, behave very well, and enjoy very good relationships with one another
and with the gtaff.

The provison for pupils mord and socid development is very good.

Teaching assistants make a sgnificant contribution to pupils learning.
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WHAT COULD BE IMPROVED

Standards in some aspects of information and communication technology (ICT).
Accommodetion and equipment for physical education.

The governing body’ s contribution to the improvement of the school.

The delegation of management responsbilities to teaching Saff.

Child protection awareness and procedures.

The implementation of the school’s hedth and safety policy.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors' action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

Since the last ingpection in July 1996, the school has made a satisfactory improvement in relation to
the key issues for action:
*  Assessments make a satisfactory contribution to planning for the next stage in pupils
learning.
*  Marking, athough more effective in Key Stage 2, is satisfactory overal.
* A saidfactory start has been made to monitoring the curriculum, though the processis
heavily dependent on the head. This makesit difficult to evaluate what works well and
what needs to be improved, and more needs to be done to make the approach

manageable and fully effective.

Other areas have improved:
*  Standardsin mathematics and English, judged satisfactory in the last ingpection, are now
above average.
*  The good standard of teaching noted in the last inspection has improved, with afar higher
proportion of lessons judged very good or better.

Standards in information and communication technology are not as high asin the last ingpection, and
arejudged unsatisfactory.

STANDARDS

Because 11 year oldsin the school in the Y ear 2000 numbered only ten, the grades for their results
in the tests and tasks have been left out. Such asmal number in ayear group is consdered to offer
unreliable evidence. For example, grades are dramaticdly affected by the inclusion of one higher or
lower attaining pupil. The inspection found that the standards achieved by 11 year olds are above
average in dl agpects of English, mathematics and science. Standards in spesking and listening are
particularly high. Pupils of dl abilities make good progress throughout the school. Progressis
particularly good in Key Stage 2. Pupils with specia educationa needs benefit from agood leve of
support. The children’s good progressis reflected in the fact that nearly dl of them gained the
expected Leve 4 in English, mathematics and science in the nationa tests for eleven year olds.
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The inspection team accepts that the gpparent zero per cent of pupils entitled to free school meds
does not reflect the actud context of pupils in the school, and therefore no comparisons with smilar
schools can fairly be made.

The ingpection found that seven year olds attain typical standards expected for their age in reading,
writing, mathematics and science. This represents sound progressin relation to pupils attainment on
entry to the school. The school is particularly successful in consstently helping nearly every child to
reach the expected Level 2 in English, mathematics and science by the end of the key sage. The
school isaware that few pupilsgain Level 3in any subject, so a‘third’ class has recently been
opened, to ensure that al pupils are sufficiently challenged and supported. Some specific areas
require grester atention to lift sandardsin Key Stage. Pupils should be helped to write in greater
depth and with more expression, and more attention should be given to investigative work and to the
Sudy of living thingsin science.

Throughout the school, standards in information and communication technology are below those
expected, either because the school does not have the equipment or does not make good use of
what it has. In religious education, standards meet the expectations of the locally agreed syllabus. In
foundation subjects, and where there was enough evidence to permit ajudgement, standards are
about the same as those seen nationally, both for seven- and eleven year olds.

The school has begun to analyse its results in English and mathematics, and has dready used the
information to produce redigtic and sufficiently challenging targets for the end of Key Stage 2 for
pupilsin 2001.

The ingpection found no evidence of any sgnificant difference in the sandards achieved by girls and
boys.

Mogt of the children currently in the reception class (with Year 1 children) entered at a broadly
typical stage of development in al areas of learning. By thetimethey sartin Year 1, most are likely
to achieve dl the early learning gods.

PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Very Good. Pupilslike coming to school and are keento learn. They
listen well to their teachers and show alot of respect for each other.
Behaviour, inand out of | Very good in lessons, and in and around the school. Pupils take

classrooms respongbility for their own behaviour. They are friendly and polite.
Persond devel opment Reationships among pupils and saff are very good. Older pupils get
and relationships on wdl with younger ones, and boys and girls play and work together

well. Although pupils show a satisfactory leve of initiative,
opportunities could be extended for older pupils to take more
responsbility around the schooal.

Attendance Above average attendance. Most pupils arrive on time and lessons
Sart promptly.

TEACHING AND LEARNING
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Teaching of pupils: aged up to 5 years aged 5-7 years aged 7-11 years

24 lessons good good very good

Inspector s make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good,;
satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is
adeguate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

The overd| qudity of teaching in the school isgood. No unsatisfactory lessons were seen during the
ingpection, and 77 per cent were judged good or better. Of al the lessons seen, 23 per cent were
judged satisfactory, 38 per cent good, 31 per cent very good and 8 per cent excellent.

The teacher and teaching assstant in the class for foundation stage and Y ear 1 children work well
together. Teaching in Key Stage 1isgood. The teachers who share responsibility for the new class
for Year 2 and 3 pupils have established a good working relaionship. Overdl, teaching in Key
Stage 2 isvery good. Pupils respond very well to the consstently high expectations of good
behaviour. They are interested in what they are doing, and work hard. Lessons are managed very
effectively and pupils fed motivated. Relationships between pupils and their teachers contribute to
the pogitive dimate for learning. Pupils know what they need to do to improve their work and most
of them are keen to do better. The good qudity of teaching means that pupils make good progress
throughout the school. The teaching of English and mathematics is good and the Nationd Literacy
and Numeracy Strategies are successfully promoting basic skills. However, homework is not
consstently set and makes no more than a satisfactory impact on sandards. Satisfactory teaching
could beimproved if work was marked in a more congtructive way and if there was an injection of
pace to make the lesson livelier.
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OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The qudity and range of | Throughout the school, the curriculum meets dl the statutory
the curriculum requirements, except in information and communication technology and

physca education. Otherwisg, it is broad and sufficiently balanced to
mest the needs and abilities of dl pupilsin Key Stage 1 and 2. Inthe
foundation stage, the well-planned curriculum gives the children in the
reception class a good start to their education.

Provison for pupils with
special educationa needs

Good. There are effective procedures for identifying pupils needs, and
good levels of support within each classroom.

Provison for pupils
persond, including
Spiritud, mord, socid
and cultural development

The provison for al aspects of pupils persona development is good.
Provision for pupils mora and socid development is very good, and for
their spiritua and cultural development it is setisfactory. Pupils
understanding of different culturesis not as strong asit could be.

How wéll the school
caresfor its pupils

Staff know the children well and take good care of them. Pupilsfed
secure and part of acommunity. The procedures for ng pupils
achievements and progress are satisfactory. Information from tests and
assessmentsis increasingly being used to plan the next step in pupils
learning. Procedures for hedth and safety and for child protection are
unsatisfactory.

The partnership between parents and staff promotes and supports children’slearning.  Although this
isasmdl schoal, there is agood range of activities outside lessons.
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HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and The leadership and management of the school are sound. The headteacher

management by the | contributes very well to the positive ethos for learning. However, he does too

headteacher and much in too little time. Management tasks are not delegated effectively. A

other key staff satisfactory start has been made in monitoring teaching and learning, though
this needs to be more structured to secure further improvements.

How wdl the Governors are supportive of the school and fulfil their statutory duties, except

governorsfulfil thar | inrelaion to hedth and safety and child protection procedures. Although

respongbilities they are aware of the most important issues facing the schoal, they are not yet
playing an active enough role in school development. This leaves the school
too dependent on the headteacher.

The school’s Staff and governors are committed to high standards. Through informal

evaudion of its contacts, and information passed on by the headteacher, governors know

performance what is happening. However, the gpproach to monitoring needs to be more
structured, so that governors can find out how well things are going in relation
to clear and, whenever possible, measurable targets.

The grategic use of | Satisfactory use is made of the school’ s adequate resources, with the

resources exception of information and communication technology (ICT), where limited

resources are not used effectively in important areas. Decisions about
spending are based on a sound awareness of the needs of the school. Best
vaueisincreasangly being sought in relation to important agpects of the
school’ s expenditure.

The school has agood team of well-qualified teachers and classroom assistants. Together, they
meet the needs of the range of the curriculum and of pupils, including those with specid needs. The
accommodation is unsatisfactory. Limited space and a poor layout contribute to a difficult and
inefficient working environment for staff and learning environment for children. Physical education
fails to comply with the requirements of the Nationa Curriculum because there is no suitable indoor
space and large apparatus.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases most parents

What some parentswould liketo see
improved

responsible.

positive ethos.

Their children like coming to school.
The pupils make good progress.

The qudlity of teaching is good.
Teachers have high expectations.

Pupils are well behaved.

Pupils are helped to become mature and

The head contributes greetly to the school’s

Provison for homework.

The range of activities outside lessons.
Information about how children are getting
on a schoal.

Teaching arrangements for pupilsin the new
classfor Years2 and 3.

The heavy workload on the head.

The extent to which the school works
closdly with parents.
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The inspection team supports the positive views that parents have expressed. The provision for
homework isinconsstent and expectations for parents and pupils are not as clear asthey could be.

The ingpection found that the provison for activities outsde lessonsis good. However, the high level
of dissatisfaction indicates that the school needs to work hard to convince parents of the vaue of
what it is offering.

Overdl, the information for parents about how their child is getting on is satisfactory. However, the
quality of information varies from satisfactory to very good, and the school should look to ensure
greater consstency.

The ingpection found that standards of teaching in the new Y ear 2 and 3 class are good and that

there is a good working relationship between the teachers. However, communication to parents
about the classis not dways as effective asiit could be.

The head is greatly vaued, and parents are right to express concerns about his heavy workload.

The ingpection found that the school makes considerable efforts to work with parents, but does not
aways present itsdf aswell asit might.
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PART B: COMMENTARY
HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?
The school’ sresults and pupils achievements

1 Overdl, what children know, understand and can do when they start in the reception classis
broadly typica for this age group. However, there are more children whose attainment is below
average than above average when they enter the school. Children make sound progressin the
foundation stage and in Key Stage 1, and good progress in Key Stage 2, so that by the time they are
11 year old they achieve standards above those expected for their age in English, mathematics and
science. Pupilswith specia educationa needs make good progress in the foundation stage and in
Key Stages 1 and 2.

2. The school’ s results in nationa tests need to be trested with caution. Firstly, comparisons
between years are difficult because of the smdl cohorts (never more than ten and as few astwo
pupils). The very different numbers of specia needs pupilsin each year further complicatesthis.
Secondly, the ingpectors accept the point that the school’ s socio-economic context is not reflected in
its zero per cent of pupils entitled to free school medls. Thisfigure closdly relates to the fact that
there is no county school meals service. This makes comparisons between the school’ s results and
those achieved by ‘smilar’ schools invadid, especialy when such smal numbers are involved.

3. Standardsfor seven year olds in the 2000 nationdl tests were average in reading, writing and
mathematics, and below averagein science. A closer andyss showsthat al or nearly dl pupils
attain the expected Leve 2 in each subject. Thisis an achievement, given that each year group
includes severd pupils with below average prior attainment. The school is less successful in getting
pupilsto the higher, Level 3. While agood percentage reach Leve 3 in spesking and listening, few
do so in other core subjects. This picture broadly reflects the pattern of the last four years. Teacher
assessment of attainment in the tests was accurate. The inspection shows avery Smilar Stuation
among the current Year 2 group. Pupils with specia needs make good progressin Key Stage 1,
and other pupils satisfactory progress. Standards in spesking and listening are very high. The
ingpection confirms that there is scope for more able pupilsto attain Level 3 in writing and in science,
There has been no ggnificant difference in the achievement of boys and girlsin the past four years.

4.  Theschool’s commitment to raising standards in Key Stage 1 is seen in the recent opening of
a‘third’ class. Theintention isto avoid overly large class Szesin Key Stage 1, and to make sure
that pupilsin Year 2 are sufficiently chalenged and supported in their work. The ingpectors found
that the move is beginning to pay off. Pupilsof al abilities are consstently making good progress
within lessonsin Key Stage 1. A good start has been made to getting the best out of more able
pupilsin Key Stage 1. Thisis being achieved by extending the range of opportunities for writing,
and by giving greater attention to investigative kills and the study of living things in science.
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5.  Thedifferent numbers of pupils with specid needsin each smdl year group makesit difficult to
draw conclusions from trends over time in the core subjects of English, mathematics and science.
However, the school has introduced a system for following the progress of individua pupils. This,
together with teachers knowledge of the pupilsin their class, enables the school to set redigtic and
sufficiently chalenging targets for each year group.

6.  Pupilsmake good progressin Key Stage 2 because of the qudity of consstently high
standards of teaching. Results from the 2000 nationa testsfor 11 year olds were well above
average in English, above average in science, and average in mathematics. The school’ s results over
the lagt four years have been consstently high. The higher results in English relate to the particularly
high proportion of pupils gaining Level 5. Also, the difference in the results in the 2000 tests can be
attributed to the varying achievements of pupils with specid needs between the subjects. For
example, three specid needs pupils gained the expected Leve 4 in science, but did not quite do so
in English and mathematics. In 2000, the school exceeded its overdl targetsfor 11 year oldsin
English and mathematics.

7. BEvidence from the ingpection shows that standards achieved by pupilsin the current Year 6
are above those expected nationaly in English, mathematics and science. Standards in spesking and
ligening are particularly impressve. Thisis because pupils are encouraged to think and talk about
their work, and because teachers are killed a asking probing questions. Standards in English and
mathemeatics are higher than were reported in the last ingpection. Since the last ingpection, greater
atention given to handwriting has Sgnificantly improved sandards. A closer examination shows that
pupils of al ahilities have made good progress throughout the key stage in English, mathematics and
science, and this reflects the high qudlity of teaching.

8.  Inother subjects, sandards are mixed. Standards need to be improved in information and
communication technology (ICT) and in physical education. Standardsin ICT were judged above
average in the last inspection. Thisis no longer the case, partly because of higher expectations
nationally, and partly because there are not enough opportunities for pupils to develop and practise
their skills, especiadly in the monitoring and control aspects of the subject. Standardsin physica
education are, asin the last ingpection, below average because the school does not have ahdl or the
equipment for al activities.

9.  Standardsin other subjects are satisfactory. In religious education, pupils achieve sandardsin
line with the expectations of the Locally Agreed Syllabus. In art, design and technology, history and
geography, standards remain, as a the last ingpection, in line with the expectations nationaly. There
was not enough evidence for ajudgement to be made on standards in music.

10. Pupilsidentified as having specia educationa needs are very carefully assessed, and tasks are
planned to match their prior attainment. An analyss of their work, and observation in class, shows
that they make good progressin relation to their prior learning, particularly in literacy and numeracy.

11. Thetwo pupils with English as an additiona language have made very good progressin the

acquigtion of English.
Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development
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12. Asnoted in the last ingpection, most aspects of the pupils attitudes, behaviour and
relationships are very good and are a sgnificant strength of the school. Every effort is made to
overcome the consegquences of being an isolated and smal school serving awidely dispersed
community. The result isthat the persona development of pupilsis good, athough there is scope for
pupils to be given more respongbility. Most parents are gppreciative of the school’ s vaues and
attitudes and the impact on the development of their children.

13. Pupils comeinto school in a happy and lively mood, despite often having had to travel
ggnificant distances to get here. From the point at which they are admitted to the school as four
year-olds, the children have very good attitudes and are keen ‘to have ago’ at the different
activities. Asthey get older, pupils becomeincreasingly motivated. They work hard and produce
good results. During lessons, pupils are attentive and responsive to their teachers and to other
adults. They need little prompting to answer questions, and give well-reasoned and confident
answers that gain the attention and interest of their classmates. They listen and concentrate well, and
contribute to the positive and productive atmosphere in the school. Their co-operative atitudes help
the school to run as an orderly and friendly community. Pupils show considerable patience when
sharing resources, taking turns, and moving around their cramped classrooms.

14. Thebehaviour of the pupilsin dl classesis conggently very good. There are very few
ingtances of restlessness. Pupils respond well to the expectations for self-discipline. They reinforce
the culture of good behaviour, where rules are & a minimum but where the boundaries are
recognised and accepted. This contributes to a cam and happy working atmosphere, with its
productive pace. Thereisrarely any need for staff to exert an obvious control, and pupils are
usualy easily guided or corrected with a quiet word. Behaviour around the schoal is very good.
Neither bullying nor bad language were noted during the inspection, and pupils of al ages spesk
confidently about their school being a‘safe place. They fed that they can dways go to an adult if
they have any concerns and that they will be helped. There has been one excluson since the last

ingoection.

15. Rdationships between pupils, and between pupils and staff, are very good and they reflect the
school’ s very postive ethos. Adults working in the school are very good role models and have the
trust and confidence of pupils of al ages. All parts of the school family are close together, and the
mutua respect underpins the effective teaching and learning environment. The qudity of relationships
is strengthened through assemblies which explore friendship themes. Older pupils get on well with
younger ones around the school, particularly in the playground, where tricycles and footbal games
mix together without apparent problems. In the classroom, pupils listen to each other with respect
and vaue each other’ s opinions and qualities, so that speaking and listening skills are developing
well. The affable way in which boys and girls get on isto be seen during the very socigble
lunchtimes within their own classroom and in the playground, where they play footbal together.
Pupils are courteous and polite, and exceptionally welcoming to vistors.

16. The persond development of the pupilsis good throughout their timein school. Thisisavery
caring place, where pupils are encouraged to look after each other, aswell as gain an awareness of
othersin different Stuations, such as through charity work. They vaue their villages and have a good
gppreciaion of the changes that are taking place in rurd communities. The persond, hedlth and
socid education curriculum is being developed to extend an avareness of hedthy living, lifein the

Utterby Primary School 11



outsde world, and an awareness of hedlth and safety consderations. Pupils are set targets for their
own learning, though opportunities to take the initiative for school routines are limited. The lack of a
school council, and of monitors, leaves scope for older pupils to take on more responsibility and to
develop agreater sense of ownership intheir school. Thereisaresdentid vist for older pupils, and
many other vists, both nearby and to places of interest further away.

17. Pupilsdisplay awell-developed sense of mora and socid awareness, with good opportunities
in lessons to explore mora dilemmeas, so that they are well equipped for their next stage of education
and eventudly as good citizens. They look after their environment well and there is no litter, greffiti,
or vandalism. However, cloakrooms are often untidy, and can be aminor hedth and safety
problem. The school has agood range of extra-curricular activities, and pupils are competitivein
inter-school competition and tournaments.

18. Attendance hasimproved since the last ingpection and is now above the nationd average.
Pupils enjoy coming to school and usudly arrive on time. Unauthorised absence is below nationdl
levels because parents respond very well to the school’ s requests to explain any absences. Thereis
no evidence of any truancy

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

19. Theoverdl qudity of teaching in the school isgood. No unsatisfactory lessons were seen
during the inspection, and 77 per cent were judged good or better. Of al the lessons seen, 23 per
cent were judged satisfactory, 38 per cent good, 31 per cent very good and 8 per cent excellent.

20. Thenew arrangement for teaching groups is possible because of increased numbers of pupils
onroll, and it dlows pupils to be taught in smaller groups. Because of the overdl strength of the
teaching this new arrangement is having a beneficid effect on the pupils and their learning.

21. Teachingis predominately good in the foundation stage (before Year 1) and in Key

Stage 1. Overdl, teaching is very good In Key Stage 2, with some excellent lessons. At large, the
quality of teaching has significantly improved since the last ingpection. Asthen, teeching is at least
satisfactory, but the good or better teaching has gone up from 55 per cent to 77 per cent, and the
proportion of very good or better teaching has increased from 15 per cent to 39 per cent.

22. Theovedl qudity of teaching of children in the foundation sageis good. The teacher and
classroom assstant have a clear understanding of how young children learn. They work together
well, particularly in getting the children to think and talk about their learning. Lessons are well
planned, so that staff have a clear understanding of the purpose of the activities and of their rolein
the children’slearning.
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23. Teaching in English, mathematics and science is, overdl, very good srengthsin English include
the effective way in which questioning is often used to involve pupilsin learning. This strongly
promotes their skills and confidence in spesking and lisening. The Literacy Strategy is taught well,
with a good balance between direct teaching and group work. The Numeracy Strategy is used
effectively to support mathematics. Strategies for mental mathematics are particularly effective, and
pupils are encouraged to explain their thinking when working out problems. The pace of teaching in
mathematics is dways good and this encourages pupils to develop speed of thought. Teachers
good subject knowledge helps them to respond to the need for pupils to investigate and experiment
in science in order to gain the higher levels.

24. Teaching in the ten lessons observed in subjects other than English, mathematics and science
was good. Excellent teaching of geography was seeninthe Year 4, 5 and 6 class. The teacher
skilfully used his own and the pupils loca knowledge to show how places change and to investigete
environmental issues. A rdigious education lesson in the Year 2 and 3 class used ablend of story
and writing to develop the idea of how we can make a better world.

25. All teachers have a good knowledge and understanding of the subjects of the National
Curriculum, and those with particular expertise use it to good effect in supporting other classesthan
their own. The head takes the reception and Year 1 class for physical education, while their teacher
takesthe older pupilsfor Art. Inthe classin which thereis ajob share, the curriculum has been
shared between the teachers in such away that they are working to their srengths.

26. Badckillsaretaught wel, and particularly soin Key Stage 2. The teaching of basc killsin
Key Stage 1 isgood. In Key Stage 2, particularly good use is made of the literacy and numeracy
drategiesto develop skillsin al aspects of the core subjects.

27. Lessonsarewdl planned, with clear learning objectives which are shared with the pupils at the
beginning of each sesson. Teachers know their pupils well and planning takes account of their
individua needs. InYear 2 and 3 mathematics lessons, separate work was set for Year 3 pupils
and for more able Y ear 2 pupils. Pupilswith specia educationa needs are well catered for within
lessons and, where appropriate, they are given separate work to support their individua targets. In
aKey Stage 1 literacy lesson, a pecid needs pupil was given additiona time to complete a task
and was then encouraged to join in discussions.

28. The teachers have high expectations of their pupils and make good use of arange of teaching
methods. The work set is chdlenging, but not too difficult. InaYear 2 and 3 literacy lesson pupils
were asked to write a poem with a set number of syllables. Although this was chdlenging, most

Y ear 2 responded well and were pleased to complete their poems. Inan art lessonin Year 4, 5 and
6, pupils enjoyed the chalenge of making patterns by usng moving air. Although many of them
found it difficult to control their breath, the encouragement and guidance they received helped them
to produce some pleasing results. Questioning is used very wdll to develop ideas and consolidate
learning. Rapid questioning inaYear 4, 5 and 6 geography lesson kept pupils interested, and ther
hands shot up in response. The pace of working in good, and in the better lessons it kept pupils
involved and interested throughout.
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29. A red drength of the teaching isthe way in which pupils are managed. This hgppensin a
natura way and builds on the high degree of mutua respect. No time is wasted and everyone
knows what they are expected to do. Evenin practica Stuations, where thereisagreat ded of
moving around, the teacher maintains control and brings pupils together quickly to make ateaching
point; an example of thiswas seen inthe Year 4, 5 and 6 science lesson.

30. Excdlent useis made of support saff. They are involved throughout the day and dl their
energies go into supporting pupils learning. Teachers make sure that pupils with statements of
gpecia educational needs receive their full entitlement of support.

31.  When pupilsareinvolved in their work, teachers use their time well to move around to extend
learning and assess progress. InaYear 2 and 3 literacy lesson the teacher used the plenary session
to develop ideas and encourage pupils to use arange of words instead of ‘said’.

32.  Where homework is set it makes a satisfactory contribution to pupils learning. However,
there is scope for improved expectations, particularly for older pupils are they prepare for secondary
educetion.

33. Thequdlity of pupils learning isgood at Key Stage 1 and very good at Key Stage 2. Good
teaching helps the pupils to consolidate earlier learning and acquire new knowledge and
understanding. Skills develop in arange of intellectud, crestive and physical ways. InaYear 4,5
and 6 science lesson, the teacher established what pupils understood about how the lungs work,
before moving on to ded with the effects of smoking on the body. In areception and Year 1
physica education lesson, the teacher built on pupils previous knowledge in refining balance and
developing a sequence of movements.

34. Pupilsare consgtently interested in their work. They fed motivated to concentrate and to
grow into independent learners. This was aptly demonstrated when Y ear 6 pupils completed a
mathematical crossword using arange of methods both menta and written. Most of them
persevered and completed the task without the need of support.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILSOR STUDENTS?

35. Thecurriculum is sufficiently broad and baanced except in information and communication
technology and physical education, where provison is unsatisfactory. Pupils

intellectud and mora development is promoted well. Thereis suitable provision for pupils persond,
socid and hedlth education. The curriculum for children in the foundetion stage is rlevant and is
planned around the early learning goals. Planning of work for children with different needs and
abilitiesisgood in dl classes. Provison for pupils mora and socid development is very good, and
for their piritual and cultural development it is satisfactory.
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36. Although thereis no palicy for teaching about drugs, this aspect is effectively taught through
the Drugs in Primary Schools Initiative. Other aspects of persona, socia and health education are
taught through science, religious education and other subjects. The nationd strategies for literacy
and numeracy have been successfully introduced and there are good strategies for teaching skillsin
both aress. Literacy skills are used successfully in other subjects, such as history and rdligious
education.

37. The school ensuresthat dl pupils have equa access to the curriculum. Good provison is
made for pupils with specid educationa needs. All pupilsin Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 benefit
from swimming lessons.

38. Theschool’s provision for extra-curricular activitiesis good. Pupils take part in computer,
chess and sports clubs, and the school choir has sung in the Louth Music Festival. Pupilslearn
orienteering, which puts to practical use the geographica and mathematica skills learned in school.
They take part in tournaments, including football, netbdl, cricket and rounders, againgt other
schools, performing very well & cricket. Pupils receive coaching from aloca rugby club, and
players from Grimsby Town Footbal Club run coaching sessons.

39. Good useis made of vigtorsto the school, and visits to places of interest to enhance pupils
learning. Vigtors have included the school nurse, storytdllers, a thestre group and the local fire
brigade. Past pupilstak about life in school and the surrounding areain days gone by. Pupilslearn
about their own culture through viststo loca farms and churches, Lincoln Cathedrd, and the fishing
museum in Grimsby. They learn about the wider world when vigiting art gdleries, the FHIm Museum
at Bradford, Jorvik and the National Rallway Museum in Y ork, and the wartime experience at Eden
camp, near Maton. Pupils make residentid vists to adventure camps and Kingswood.

40. Despiteitsisolated postion, the school enjoys good links with the community, and this makes
a pogtive contribution to pupils learning. Periodicaly, pupils send questionnairesto local
households asking what residents think of facilitiesin theloca area. The responsesrelate to
geography lessons, but dso help other areas of learning. Loca residents are invited to the summer
fair and the school sports. The sports evening is a popular event on the local calendar.

41. Therearegood links with partner indtitutions. The school shares residentid vidts with other
gmadl schools. The close links with loca secondary schools help pupils transfer smoothly to the next
stage of their education.

42. Overdl, the provision for the pupils spiritud, mora, socid and cultura development is good.
Spiritual and culturd development is satisfactory, and mora and socid development very good.
Opportunities are planned in each areato raise pupils awareness. Overdl, the provison makes a
strong contribution to the ethos of the school and to the development of pupils as good citizens.

43. The spiritua development of pupilsis satisfactory. The school depends on spiritua
opportunities of its own making more than it did at the time of the last ingpection. Thisis because
thereisless of a contact with local churches. Some features of the school Ste are not particularly
conducive to creating a spiritua mood. Assemblies have to be hed in amobile
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classroom and there is no library in which books can be shared in a quiet and relaxed way.
However, there is an appropriate emphasis on spiritud issues in assemblies. Pupils respond
enthusagticdly to themes of friendship, bible stories and religious festivals. They are moved eeslly
into prayer, and sng hymnswith feding. In the classroom, there are satisfactory opportunities for
spiritud development through different subjects.

44. Very good morda provison features throughout the school day, both in lessons and in other
gtuations. Although schoal rules are minimd, there is a clear understanding of right and wrong, and
of the need for sdlf-discipline and tolerance. Staff provide good role models and pupils fedl
encouraged and respected by the attitude of dl the adults. Thereis an dl-pervasive culture of good
behaviour, fairness and equdlity of opportunity. Pupils wrestle with and discuss mora issues, such as
taking the Giant’smoney in ‘Jack (and Jill) and the Beanstalk’, and they debate the risks
associated with smoking and taking drugs.

45. Reationships are a consderable strength of the school, and are fostered by the very good
provison for socid development. A strong sense of community pervades the school’ s work and
play. Pupilsare keen on fund raisng activities for other communities, locally and in other parts of the
world. They are very aware of their mutua dependence.

46. The pupils have a predominately white United Kingdom heritage, and are given agood
understanding of their own culture through al aspects of the curriculum. They study their own local
communities, and they undertake a village survey every four years. They enjoy arich variety of
vigts, often at sgnificant distance, and many interesting visitors aso support the curriculum. The
school has no multicultura policy and the resources are not sufficiently representetive of different
cultures. Asaresult, there is considerable scope for the school to develop pupils awareness
through its curriculum and resources.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

47. Theoverdl quality of pastord care contributes well to the good progress and development of
al pupils, and to their persona happiness. Asat the last ingpection, the overal provision for
support, guidance and welfare are satisfactory, with good arrangements for promoting attendance.
However, some of the procedures for child protection and hedth and safety are unsatisfactory and
must be addressed.

48. The gaff know the pupilswell. The headteacher and his colleagues take their pastord role
serioudy and with quiet dedication. They display a diligence and enthusiasm that gives confidence to
parents and pupils dike. Pupilsfed that they are supported well as members of a secure and caring
community. Most parents admire the head and staff for their pastora interest, and value the way
their children are looked after.

49. There are sound procedures for monitoring pupils persond and socia development. There

are few formal and written procedures, and the school relies more on staff observations and
discussons. The school’s good overview of each child dlowsit to involve professona agencies as
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required for pupils with specid educationa needs. The provison for specia educational needsis
good. Clear and ussful individud educationd plans include attainable
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targets, which are agreed with parents each term.  All pupil-based information systems are kept up
to date by the school secretary, and are sufficiently focused and specific to support any need.
Induction procedures for parents with children starting in the school are especidly effective. Thereis
agood liaison and relationship with the loca secondary schools, so that parents and pupils receive
good support before and at the time of transfer.

50. The school has a sufficient number of revant and updated policies for support, guidance and
welfare, and these guide and underpin its actions. Policies are implemented consstently across the
school and with a good understanding by dl staff. The schooal is very welcoming to outside agencies
to give support to pupils on aroutine basis, or if there are specific problems. The school has shown
that it is very capable in supporting pupils with more complex needs, though the premises would be
unsuitable for disabled pupils without specific adaptations. The school nurse supports the school
well with sex education for older pupils. Parents are fully involved in the process, and fed confident
about the arrangements. The denta hygienist has made a va uable contribution to the persond and
socid education for hedthy living.

51.  Child protection procedures are unsatisfactory despite the school’ s obvious concern and care
for its pupils. The head and staff have no forma, recent training in child protection awareness and
procedures. This Stuation must be remedied as soon asis possible.

52. There are conastently high expectations of good behaviour. The procedures for monitoring
and promoting good behaviour are satisfactory, though they rely more on the practice of unwritten
common-sense approaches than on an agreed policy. Rules are minimal and have the consent of dl
parts of the school community. They are enforced, when necessary, by fair praise and by the
understood withdrawa of privileges. The trophy awarded to pupils who make specid effortsin their
school lifeis greatly vaued. Some aspects of the mord provison are reinforced by pupils and staff
during assemblies, or during the persond hedlth and socid education lessons. If pupils exhibit
chdlenging behaviour they recelve atailored programme of behaviour management.

53. Attendance procedures are good, and sufficient for a smal village school. Parents are aware
of their statutory obligations. The head or secretary will ask parents for an explanation of absence,
and the result is that unauthorised absence is practicaly zero. However, the incidence of parents
requiring holidays within the term is high, despite the school’ s determined efforts.

54. Hedth and safety procedures are unsatisfactory. There is no named governor responsible for
overseeing hedth and safety matters, and arrangements for risk assessments are unsatisfactory. At
the time of the ingpection, a number of minor hedth and safety problems were identified, al of which
have been reported to the head for action. Although there are gppropriately trained first aiders, first
ad facilities are inadequate, owing to the lack of a suitable space. Pupils are well acquainted with
hedlth and safety principles in the home and a school, through the persond hedth and socid
education provison.

55.  Procedures for assessng pupils performance are good. The school tracks pupils progress
from entry into school until they leave. There are effective arrangements to assess pupils
achievementsin nationd tests at the ages of saven and eleven and in the optiond tests at the ages of
eight, nine and ten. Teachers analyse the results of the national tests to identify wesknesses in pupils
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learning, and they have devised a computer program to enable them to do this. They build
assessment into their planning and use questions skilfully during lessons to check how wdll pupils are
learning. The targets which they set for pupils are based on the results of the nationd tests. Inthe
reception class, the school uses a nationaly recognised assessment to gauge the attainment of pupils
on entry to schooal.

56. Asareault of the smal numbersin each year group, the staff soon get to know the pupils well.
They make good use of their assessments of pupils' attainment to amend work so that pupils make
good progress. Thisisreflected in the consigtently high standard of results achieved by 11 year old s
in recent years. Teachers now need to use their andyses of the English tests to raise Sandardsin
writing for higher attaining pupils at the age of saven. In the class which is shared by two teachers, a
lot of thought has been given to ensure that each teacher’ s assessments are taken into account. Each
records comments with evaluations of pupils progress, which are handed on to the other teacher.
The learning support assistant provides a vauable link between the two teachers.

57.  Although teacherstalk to pupils about their work during lessons, marking of work is
inconsstent. When it is done well, teachers marking shows pupils why their work is good and how
it can beimproved. Marking is less useful when pupils are congratulated on their efforts but not
shown how to improve.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

58. Theamsof the school indicate that the school views the educeation process as a partnership
between the school, parents, and community and it wants to foster effective links with al its parents.
Thereis an open door policy whereby parents are welcomed if they have a concern or wish to offer
regular help. Overdl, the staff’ s links with parents, and the parents impact on the life of the schoal,
are good. Parents provide valuable additiona resource, by listening to readers, supporting learning
in the classroom, and escorting pupils on the many school trips, or to the swimming pool. The three
parent governors are increasingly making an effective contribution to the well being of the schoal.

59. Theschool iscondderate of parents and their commitments, and is mindful to hold the sports
day in the evening, when afull complement of parents, rdatives and friends can more eadly attend.
The Friends of Utterby School is a dynamic group that involves most parents in fund raisng through
avarety of events. Itisingrumenta in promoting and developing the distinctive community spirit
and family ethos.

60. Thequdity of information for parentsis variable, but satisfactory overdl. Both the prospectus
and the annua governors' report to parents are satisfactory and contain al the points of statutory
information. The school’ s policies and procedures are well written, though parents would benefit
from greater access to them, and knowledge of their availability. Other written communications are
satisfactory, sufficient, and respectful of the role of parents, and they give parents enough time to
respond. Informa communications are satisfactory, to the extent that concerns are dedlt with,
though parents would benefit from improved notice boards. 1t would be helpful for parentsto
receive more information about the curriculum and the topics planned for their children in the current
term.
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61. Parentsare, inthe main, satisfied with what the school provides and achieves. In many
aspects, alarge mgority parents think the school does a good job, including:

*  Leadership and managemern;

*  Teaching;

*  Heping children to become mature and responsible.

62. However, there are areas where some parents have concerns, including:
The range of activities outsde lessons,

Homework;

Information about how a child is getting on;

The school working closdy with parents.

* % X X

63. Thisrepresentsaview of the school which is markedly different from the very positive one
noted in the last ingpection. A close analysis of the questionnaire responses shows that a high
proportion of dissatisfaction comes from parents with children in the recently established class for
pupilsin Years 2 and 3. Furthermore, some parents expressed concerns about the new class a the
mesting for parents.

64. During the last year, the school has made a strategic change by creeting a‘third’ classfor
Year 2 and 3 pupils. The school recognises that it may not have explained its reasons for the change
well enough to dlay the anxieties of some parents. It also accepts that parents may have not have
been kept sufficiently well informed and reassured about * how things were going’ in the new class.
Although some parents have gained confidence in how their children are getting on in the new class,
others gtill have doubts. The school needs to ensure that parents are kept aware of how the class
operates, especidly in the light of a shared teaching arrangement.

65. Parents perceptions regarding activities outside lessons are not supported by inspection
findings. Both in absolute terms, and in comparison with other primary schools, the school hasa
good range of activities and vists, which greatly support pupils learning. However, the school
would benefit from letting parents know about the full extent of its overal provison out of class.

66. Theingpection agrees with parents’ view that the provision for homework could be improved.
There is no homework policy, and what homework thereis, is not consistently set.

67. Parentsrecaive an adequate leve of information about their children’s progress, though al
agpects require review to ensure that al information is clear and useful. At present, the quality of
such information varies from classto class, and thereis scope to draw on the school’ s best practice.

68. Theingpection found that the school makes considerable efforts to work with parents, but
does not dways present itsdlf aswel asit might. A key point hereisthe lack of adequate time for
the head to undertake management jobs, including communicating with parents.

69. The school enjoys the confidence of the community it serves. It provides a significant focus

for thelocal hamlets and villages, and its reputation in the locdity continuesto grow. Significantly, it
is oversubscribed and the number on roll continues to grow.
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70. Ovedl, the contribution of parentsto pupils learning at home and in the school is satisfactory.
Parents have not signed the home-school agreement, athough it has been issued for their approval.
Parents respond very well to the twice-yearly opportunitiesto review their children’'swork. Thereis
a close collaboration with the parents of pupils with specia educationd needs; they are involved with
the teechersin producing the individua educationd plans. Parentsreceive alot of useful advice from
the school a the time of their children’ s transfer to secondary school.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

71. Theleadership and management of the school are sound. Asnoted in the last inspection
report, the headteacher is a very good teacher and is held in the highest regard by pupils, saff and
parents. His commitment to the school and ability to work with and motivate others goes along way
to explain the very pogtive ethosfor learning. Pupilswork hard, get on with each other, and make
good progress. It isno surprise that the schoal is popular within the area.

72. However, on baance, there istoo much dependency on the head to get things done. Severa
important aspects of leadership and management are not as effective as they need to be to ensure
the school’ s continued development.  Although most parents recognise and value the school’s
grengths, far more of them have concerns than was the case in the last inspection. The headteacher
does not get enough time out of the classroom to attend to day-to-day issues, and to work at the
things that help the school to improve. He triesto do too much in too little time, and not enough is
delegated in a planned way to other members of saff.

73.  While gaff share the headteacher’ s commitment to the school’ swell being, their roles and
responshilities are not clearly defined. The management for subjects and aspectsis elther
undertaken by the head or shared with him. Thereis an over-rdiance on informa communication
and on the efforts of the headteacher. Monitoring of teaching and standards does take place, but
only at the expense of other things. For example, thereis not enough time for the secretary and head
to meet. Important procedures, such as health and safety and child protection, arelax. Roles and
respongbilities need to be developed so that there is a clear way of checking on what works and
what could be improved, especidly in relation to pupils achievements.

74.  Sincethe last ingpection, there have been a considerable number of changes in the make-up of
the governing body. New members are finding out about their roles and responsbilities through
training and by being increasingly involved in the life of the school. They are aware of the need for a
review of the way in which the school is managed and of areas that could be improved. Governors
need to be more proactive to ensure that this happens. They are very supportive of the school, but
rely upon the head to get things done. They fulfil their statutory duties except in relation to health and
safety and child protection, where policies urgently need to be reviewed, put into practice, and
monitored.

75. Theamsand vaues of the school give equa emphasis to pastoral and academic achievement.

The ingpection confirms the view of most parents, that the school’s aims and vaues are strongly
reflected in the work of the classrooms.
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76. The school development plan has recently been reviewed and smplified to give a clear agenda
for improvement. Governors are aware of the prioritiesin the plan and are regularly brought up to
date by the head. The plan includes relevant issues facing the schoal, but not those to do with
management. Governors have carried out effective monitoring in some aress, including specid

needs, numeracy and ICT. They need to come up with a clear way of knowing how the schoal is
getting on in the most important areas for improvement. Without a more structured approach, it is
difficult to plan ahead to meet the longer-term needs of the school, and for governors to monitor and
evauate its work.

77. The head undertakes nearly al monitoring of teaching and learning. With the arriva of new
gaff the level of monitoring has increased, and makes a satisfactory contribution to supporting their
work in the classrooms. Plans to introduce a more structured gpproach to monitoring and evaluation
have been agreed. At present, pupils performance in assessments and tests is being monitored to a
satisfactory leve. It isimportant that monitoring of teaching and pupils performance are more
closdly linked, so that it can clearly be seen what works and what needs to be done to improve.

78. Educationd priorities are soundly supported through the school’ s financia planning. Spending
isaufficiently related to priorities for development. The part-time secretary maintains satisfactory
records, which provide the basis of a sufficient flow of information for the governing body. Secure
adminigrative procedures are in place, and governors carry out appropriate financia checks and
controls.

79. The school has a sound awareness of the need to get best value in important aress, for
example in obtaining various quotes, or seeking guidance before making amaor purchase. Seeking
best vaue is not yet apparent in reation to spending to bring improvementsin sandards. Thisis
partly because of the newness of performance data. However, the recently introduced ‘third’ class
is being monitored in a careful way 0 that governors are in a position to assessiits effectiveness.

80. Theteam of well-qualified teachers and support staff meet the needs of al aspects of the
curriculum, including thet for children in the foundation stage and for those with specid educationa
needs. Classroom support staff work hard, and are very much members of the staff team. The
additiond training taken on by classroom assistants hel ps them make an effective contribution within
lessons.

81. Theschool makes satisfactory use of new technologies to support attendance, financia
management and specia educationa needs. It has not yet begun to use ICT to present data, for
example from an analysis of pupils performance, in aformet that is easy for saff and governorsto
understand and to use.

82. Speific grants received by the school, such as funding for staff training, and for specia
educationd needs, including pupils with statements, are used for the intended purpose and to good
effect. Governors have appraised the work of the head and set targets. The process helped them to
redlise that the head has not yet taken enough advantage of opportunities for management training.

In turn, this has made it difficult for him to adapt and refine his management to meet the needs of a
bigger schoal.
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83. Theschool buildings provide an unsatisfactory standard of accommodation that, overal, has a
detrimentd effect on some areas of pupils learning. There are anumber of specific shortcomings:

*

The redtricted space indoors makes movement of pupils and staff in classes difficult (and
particularly so if numbersin each class were to be as high asin previous years);

Physical education fails to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum because there
is no suitable indoor space and large apparatus,

Children in the foundation stage have no designated outdoor area and this restricts their
learning;

Steff toilet facilities are inadequate and inappropriately positioned;

The absence of alibrary means there is no resource for the development of personal study
and research sKills;

The school’s office is in poor condition and provides a difficult and unwel coming
environment in which to work and to meet vigtors.

84. Overdl, there are adequate resources for learning to meet pupils needs, including those with
gpecia educationa needs. However, there are shortcomings:

*

Resourcesin English, art, music and rdligious education do not adequately reflect different
cultures and traditions;

Resources in ICT are inadequiate to teach monitoring technology;

Existing resources for control technology are not used enough.
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WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

85.

In order to build on the existing strengths of the school and to improve the qudity of pupils

learning and the standards they reach, the governing body, head and staff should:

Raise gandards in information and communication technology (ICT) by:
(Paragraphs: 8, 84, 149, 150, 154, 155)

E . S

clearly defining the role of the subject co-ordinator;

providing opportunities for the co-ordinator to regularly monitor teaching and learning;
ensuring that the control and monitoring aspects of ICT are given sufficient emphas's,
providing appropriate software and hardware to ensure that the whole ICT curriculum
is taught.

Improve the qudity of accommodation, particularly in reation to physical education so that
the requirements of the National Curriculum are met.
(Paragraphs: 8, 83, 164, 168)

Improve the contribution of the governing body to the school’ s devel opment by:
(Paragraphs: 74, 76)

*

ensuring that governors are clear about their role in checking how the school is
performing;

ensuring that governors use their ingghts into the work of the school to play amore
active role in the school’ s strategic developmen.

Developing the management role of the teaching staff so that there isless dependence on the
headteacher, by:
(Paragraphs: 72, 73)

*

ensuring that the revised management roles and responsihilities reflect the status of the
teaching staff and are clearly defined in their job descriptions;

drawing up clear action plans for the development of key areas, and relating these to
job descriptions,;

ensuring appropriate training and support are provided for gaff to carry out their roles,
ensuring that the head has clearly defined duties and that appropriate space and time are
alocated to enable him to carry out his management role.
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Ensure that effective procedures for health and safety, and child protection are in place by:
(Paragraphs: 51, 54, 73)

ensuring that saff have gppropriate training in child protection;

developing apalicy for child protection;

ensuring that health and safety issues raised during the inspection are addressed,;
ensuring that procedures for risk assessments are in place.

L I

86. In addition to the above issues, the school should consider the following points for
improvement:

* Develop aclear and consistent approach to homework;

(Paragraphs: 32, 66)

* Increase the opportunities for pupilsin Key Stage 1 to develop their writing in an
extended form and for different purposes;
(Paragraphs: 3, 56, 116)

* Improve pupils awareness of different cultures;
(Paragraphs: 46, 84, 121)

* Ensure a greater consstency in the quaity of marking.
(Paragraphs: 57, 119)
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of |essons observed 23
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 28

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent | Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory | Poor | Very Poor

8 31 38 23 0 0 0

The table gives the percentage of teaching observed in each of the seven categories used to make
judgements about lessons.

I nformation about the school’ s pupils

Pupilson the schoal’sroll Nursery | YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) N/A 63
Number of full-time pupils known to be digible for free school medls N/A 0
FTE means full-time equivalent.

Special educational needs Nursery | YR-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of specia educational needs N/A 3
Number of pupils on the school’ s specid educational needs register N/A 10

English as an additional language No of

pupils

| Number of pupils with English as an additiond language 2
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of

pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usud time of first admisson 2
Pupils who left the school other than at the usud time of leaving 1
Attendance
Authorised absence Unauthorised absence
% %
School data 4.2 School data 0.0
Nationa comparative data 5.2 Nationa comparative data 0.5
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Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest
complete reporting year.
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Ethnic background of pupils

No of

pupils
Black — Caribbean heritage 0
Black — African heritage 0
Black — other 0
Indian 0
Pakigtani 0
Bangladeshi 0
Chinese 0
White 63
Any other minority ethnic 0
group

Thistable refers to pupils of compulsory

school age only.

Teachers and classes

Qualified teachersand classes:

Y R-Y6
Tota number of qudified 3
teachers (FTE)
Number of pupils per qudified 21
teacher
Average classsize 21
Education support staff:
Y R-Y6
Total number of education 5
support staff
Tota aggregate hours worked 82

per week

Utterby Primary School

28

Exclusionsin the last school year

Fixed
period

Permanent

Black — Caribbean 0
heritage

Black — African 0
heritage

Black — other

Indian

Pakigani

Bangladeshi

Chinese

White

OolRr[O|O|O|O|O

Other minority ethnic
groups

o0 |O0|O (OO

This table gives the number of exclusions of
pupils of compulsory school age, which may
be different from the number of pupils

excluded.

Financial information

Financid year 1999/2000
£

Totd income 137040.00
Totd expenditure 133046.00
Expenditure per pupil 2016.00
Baance brought forward from 0
previous year

Bdance carried forward to next 3994.00

year




Results of the survey of parentsand carers

Questionnairereturn rate

Number of questionnaires sent out 63

Number of questionnaires returned 43
Per centage of responsesin each category

Strongly Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don't
agree agree disagree | disagree | know

My child likes schooal. 42 47 12 0 0
My child is making good progressin 49 35 14 0 2
school.
Behaviour in the schoal is good. 14 63 16 2 5
My child gets the right amount of work 26 47 26 2 0
to do a home.
Theteaching is good. 44 44 5 0 7
| am kept well informed about how my 42 35 16 7 0
child is getting on.
| would fed comfortable about 58 33 7 0 2
gpproaching the school with questions
or aproblem.
The school expects my child to work 49 47 2 2 0
hard and achieve his or her best.
The school works closdly with parents. 42 37 16 5 0
The school iswell led and managed. 33 60 7 0 0
The schoal is helping my child become 40 51 7 0 2
mature and responsible.
The school provides an interesting 23 26 30 16 5
range of activities outsde lessons.
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PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE
CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

87.  Children enter the foundation stage at the sart of the term following their fourth birthday. The
point a which they start full-time is dependent on how well they settle, and is decided by the teacher
and the child' s parents. At the time of the ingpection, the class had ten full-time foundation stage
children and seven Year 1 children.

88. Theclose working relationship between the teacher and learning support ass stants promotes
asmooth trangtion from the foundation stage into the Nationa Curriculum. A secure, well-
structured and encouraging learning environment helps children in the foundation stage to make at
least sound progress. The well-planned curriculum, which relates to the needs and interests of the
children, has begun to take account of the latest national guidance.

89. Thereisacondderable range of atainment on entry to the class but, overdl, what the
children know, understand and can do is typical of the levels expected for this age group. However,
more children are below than above average. Thisis confirmed by initid ‘baseling assessments.
Through good teaching, most of the children are likely to meet the early learning goasin al areas of
learning.

90. Plansarein hand to develop the outdoor ares, though at the time of the ingpection there were
not enough opportunities for children to learn on alarger, more active scae than is possible indoors.

Personal, social and emotional development

91. By theend of the foundation stage the children are achieving the early learning gods. The
children like coming to schoal, settle quickly into the class and get to know the routines, such as
getting changed for games. A cam, secure and friendly atmosphere prevails, so that the children fed
vaued asindividuas.

92. Theteacher and support staff take every opportunity to extend children’s persond, socia and
emotiona development as they go about their work and play, helping them to grow in independence
and confidence. Congstently high expectations help the children to become aware of their own
behaviour. The activities help them to share, take turns and co-operate with each other, for example
when using whedled vehides in the playground, and they enjoy tidying up and putting things away.
They listen well to stories and join in songs, action rhymes and games. They are keen to learn,
because activities are interesting and have enough chalenge without being too difficult. Theless
confident children are given time and enough &ttention to develop at their own pace. All of them,
including those with specid needs, fed included.

93. Children receive agood level of support and are encouraged to think, talk and do things for
themsaves. However, thereis scope for greater flexibility in getting a balance between teacher-led
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and child-initiated activities. There are times when the younger ones would benefit from having more
opportunities to learn through well-gtructured play.
Communication, language and literacy

94. There are good opportunities for children to develop their communication, language and
literacy skills and, by the end of the foundation Stage, nearly dl are likely to achieve the early learning
gods. All the adultstalk to good effect and are very good listeners. Children know that what they
say isvaued and they fed confident in expressing themsdves. After hearing the sory of * Jill and the
Beangtdk’, the children talked about what had happened and how the characters might fed. They
listen well, both in structured activities, such as talking about how vehicles moved down a dope, and
in child-led activities, such asrole-play.

95. Asthe year goes on, the regular lesson on language and literacy develops into an adapted
‘literacy sesson’ based on the Structure of the National Strategy The use of language for reading and
writing is developed through stories and by sharing books. The children enjoy listening to well-
known rhymes and stories. The youngest children are beginning think of themselves as readers and
writers. They learn alot from other children. Older children like to recdl the main plot of a story
and describe a character. They know how abook ‘works and enjoy sharing a book with afriend
in the book corner.

96. The children are beginning to understand ‘writing' as ameans of communication. There are
good planned opportunities for writing, athough there is scope for more spontaneous writing
opportunities to arise from different activities, such asrole-play and labelling their drawings.

97. Theplanned introduction of new letters helps children to build up their knowledge and
undergtanding in ameasured way. Nearly dl the children are becoming confident in identifying at
leest someinitia sounds. Mogt of them can name sounds in familiar words. Nearly al of them
recognise and write their own names.

Mathematical development

98. Nealy dl the children will achieve the early learning gods by the end of the reception year
because this area of learning iswell provided for in the daily numeracy sesson. In addition to
planned activities, the Saff areincreasingly aware of the vaue of drawing on regular activities, such
as sand and water play, to get children to think and talk ‘ mathematically’.

99. Thewhole class are encouraged to count, say, and use numbers and to relate number to
‘everyday’ dtuations. Many of them recognise numbers up to ten and most of the older children are
familiar with higher numbers. They can match numbers of objects and sort according to a given
reason.

100. Mathematical development in the classis made fun and, wherever possible, reevarnt.

Increasingly, planning is helping the adults to know how and when to encourage mathemetica
thinking by intervening in children’s play, though thisis an area that could be further exploited.
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Knowledge and under standing of the world

101. The opportunities and teaching in this area of learning are satisfactory, and the children are
likely to achieve the early learning gods by the end of Reception. However, planned opportunities
for learning need to be complemented by extending the opportunities, particularly for the younger
children, to learn through exploration and first-hand experience and on aregular basis. The staff are
aware of this need and there are plans to devel op the immediate outside areato extend children’s
learning through activities, such as sowing seeds and observing how things grow.

102. Through planned activities, such as testing the movement of vehicles on different dopes, boys
and girls of al abilities are encouraged to think and talk about not just what happened, but why.
They learn about their own lives, their families and where they live. They find out about their
immediate environment through visits, such as going to theloca church. They develop their idea of
places, direction and maps through the stories and by making plans and modds of the schooal.

103. The children responded well to a video about the life and times of Florence Nightingae.
Many of them can recdl alot of facts, and this goes along way to helping their understanding.
While this approach is particularly effective for some of the children, others would benefit from a
different starting point, such as having more time to look at and talk about artefacts. By relaing
events to their own lives the children would gain a vocabulary and sense of time.

104. There are satisfactory opportunities for children to use the computer and other technological
resources, such as atape-recorder. Children have gained enough confidence and skills to work with
smple programsto help their reading. Mot of them are familiar with the mouse and space bar, and
some can use the keys to make directional moves.

Physical development

105. The sound opportunities for children to develop their physicd skills means that they will
achieve the early learning gods in most aspects of thisarea. The extent of their physica
development is restricted by the absence of larger, indoor apparatus and of an outdoor area for
more adventurous activity. However, the smdl ‘hal’ alows regular opportunities for the children to
develop some physicd skills, such as dance, jumping, balancing and climbing in space and on small
gpparatus. Children are aware of their own space, and move with growing confidence and control.
Teaching in the one observed session was of avery high standard. The teacher made good use of
language, such as‘dither’ and ‘dide’, to encourage children’ s responses. They were given plenty of
time and encouragement to explore their movements and to think and try ways to improve their
efforts.

106. The children handle scissors, brushes and other tools safely and with a good degree of
control. They are encouraged to try things out and are given just the right level of guidance, often
through example. They apply their skillsto draw, paint and mode with growing independence,
expresson and skill.
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Creative development

107. Opportunitiesfor the children to express themsalvesin credtive ways are good, and it islikely
that children will achieve dl the early learning godsin thisarea.

108. There are satisfactory opportunities for the children to express themsdaves in role-play, though
this could be given more emphasis for younger ones. Nonetheless, the good level of adult interaction
in imaginative and role-play does help the children to express and communicate their idess.

109. There are good opportunities for the children to express themselves individudly and by usng a
variety of media They experiment with colours and arange of materials to make a‘beanstalk’
collage. They use crayons and paints, sdecting and mixing colours carefully and experimenting to
make lighter and darker shades. The children talk about their choices. Pencils are used to sketch
their observations, learning how to create a different effect by shading. The children enjoy listening
to and making music. They have agood sense of rhythm in chanting, using clapping, tapping and
gamping. They sng enthusiagticdly in class and in their own assembly, and many children are
beginning to pick up and join in the chorus of some well-known songs and hymns.

English

110. Standards achieved in English by 11 year oldsin the nationd testsin 2000 are well above
average in comparison with al schools. Recent trends show that standards have been consistently
high over the past four years. A higher percentage of pupils reached higher levels than was the case
nationdly. The dightly better performance of girls compared with boys reflects the picture nationdly.

111. Standards achieved in reading and writing by seven-year-oldsin the nationd testsin 2000
were in line with those achieved nationdly. The numbers of pupils taking the tests has been smal
each year, and very smal in one year, making comparisons between years unreliable. Even so, over
the past four years, while most pupils reached the expected Leve 2 in reading and writing, few
attained the higher Level 3. Boys did better than girls by the age of seven in both reading and
writing, and this goes againg the nationd picture.

112. When pupils enter schoal, their spesking and listening skills are what would be expected for
their age. Effective teaching rapidly builds pupils skills, and by the age of seven and eleven,
standards are well above those typica for their age when compared to schools nationaly.

113. Standardsin spesking and ligtening in the nationd tests for seven-year-olds in 2000 were very
high. These results are confirmed by inspection evidence, which also shows that the high standards
are maintained throughout the school. The fact thet there are small numbersin each year crestes a
good opportunity for pupils to take part in discussons and to become used to giving opinions. In
Year 1, the teacher used questions to encourage pupils to devel op their thoughts about a version of
afolk tale, ‘Jll and the Beangtalk’. Pupilsre-told the story in their own words, related it to their
own experiences and gave opinions about the rights and wrongs of Jill taking the giant’s money.
Speaking skills are developed well because teachers value what pupils say. They teke careto
include dl pupils, perhaps by the re-phrasing of a question or by giving alittle extratime for them to
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respond. Thisbuilds pupils confidence to talk and, by the time they are 11, leadsto a high qudity
of discussion and debate.

114. By the age of seven, pupils reading isin line with nationa expectations, though few reached
the higher levels. Even 0, pupils make good progress with their reading and, by the age of eeven,
standards are above average. Pupilsin Year 1 develop agood awareness of |etter sounds and most
are wd| supported both & home and at school. Their reading skills develop well, and by thetime
they arein Year 2 the above-average pupils read expressively, with interest and pleasure. When
reading from * James and the Giant Peach’, one pupil read each part of the dialogue in a different
voice to suit the type of character.

115. Many pupils take advantage of mohile libraries and of librariesin Louth and Grimsby. This
helps them to get to know the works of severd authors, and many of them can give clear reasons for
choosing afavourite author. An above-average reader in Y ear 6 gave a concise description of the
plot of ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ and made critica comments about the work of Terry Pratchett. The
oldest and higher ability reedersin Year 2 are killed a finding information from non-fiction books
and dictionaries. They understand the use of the glossary to explain technical terms. Below-average
pupils, athough they know that information is set out dphabeticdly, do not fully understand how to
search the list of words to find what they want, but are making good progress. These pupils are not
helped by the fact that the school has no library for them to learn and gpply their research sKills.

116. By the age of dleven, sandards in writing are above average and pupils have made good
progress throughout the school, but especialy in Key Stage 2. The most able 11 year old swrite
with accuracy, confidence and expression. They write in paragraphs and use punctuation accurately.
Pupils maintain the reader’ sinterest by using imaginative words and turn of phrases. They
understand the use of adjectives and adverbsin setting the scene, and above-average pupils use
them sparingly o that their writing is precise and well controlled. Pupils write in awide variety of
styles and contexts, and often use their skillsto enliven work in other subjects. Pupils of dl ages
enjoy listening to poetry, and many are developing an interest in writing their own.  [n writing about
what might be seen through an open door, a pupil contrasted the beauty of nature with mundane
daily tasks:

Twilight, sunset in the sky,
A baby bird asit triesto fly.

117. By the age of seven, pupils writing isin line with nationa expectations. Nearly dl pupils use
punctuation correctly and write in sentences. They write stories, which they make into booklets,
having edited their first efforts. However, pupils tend to write in short sentences and their writing
often lacks excitement and imagination. Words are rarely chosen for interest and expression. Thisis
because the Nationa Literacy Strategy is not used asflexibly asit ismight be, and pupils do not get
enough chance to extend their writing into longer stories and in avariety of syles.
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118. Pupilslearn cursve handwriting when they start school. They regularly practise forming letters
correctly, and most of them write legibly and with ease. By the age of 11, most pupils are writing
with fluency and often with style. This represents an improvement since the previous ingpection.
Spelling is sound throughout the school. Pupils are taught to build words using letter sounds. By the
age of seven, pupils spell most common words accurately and make recognisable attempts at longer
ones. The average and above-average pupilsin Year 6 pell words accurately and choose words
for effect.

119. Teachingisgood a both key stages, with a significant amount of very good teaching. Thisis
an improvement since the last ingpection. The quality of teaching resultsin pupils making good
progress and has maintained the high standards in test results at Key Stage 2 in recent years.
Teachers make good use of the introduction to lessons to make sure that pupils understand what
they haveto do. A feature of teaching is the very good way in which teachers use questions to find
out what pupils know and how well they are learning. In avery good lesson with Year 1 pupils, the
teacher asked chalenging questions about the meaning of words such as ‘bellowed’ and phrases
such as ‘creep, creep, creep’, which developed pupils vocabulary skills. The teacher of the oldest
pupils has very high expectations of what pupils can achieve. Thereisamature level of conversaion
between teacher and pupils, and their contributions are valued. This gives pupils the confidence to
answer, and creates a Stuation where they become willing learners. Teachers planning is usudly
good, but, in lessons involving pupilsin Key Stage 1, and the younger pupilsin Key Stage 2,
planning does not dways take account of the need to give pupils opportunities to write at length.

120. Teachers make good use of the last few minutes of lessons to check pupils understanding.
Classroom assistants are used well, particularly to support pupils with specid educationa needs.
Good use is made of resources. Teachers know when to introduce books, such as thesauruses to
pupilsin Year 2, S0 that by the time they are deven the pupils know how to search for information.
Thisreinforceswork in the Year 2 and Y ear 3 class, where the teacher showed pupils how to use
the thesaurus function on the computer to find alternative words. Imagindtive use was made of a
glove puppet to encourage pupilsto think of adjectives. Teachers mark work regularly, dthough the
qudlity can vary alot. Marking for older pupils frequently challenges them to improve their work
and tells them why their work isgood. Such useful comments are less gpparent in the rest of the
school.

121. Pupilswith specid educational needs have detailed individua education plans, which teachers
take into account when planning lessons. Very good use is made of classroom assstantsto give
them every opportunity to succeed. The qudity of teaching for pupils with specid educationa needs
isreflected &t Key Stage 1 in the nationd test results in English in 2000, when al pupils achieved the
expected leve, including those with low prior attainment.

122. The management of the subject issound. Therole of the subject leader is not clearly defined,
but with such asmall gaff thereisagreet ded of informa discusson about pupils progress. The
Nationa Literacy Strategy has been successfully implemented, athough there is now aneed to look
a how the school can raise tandards of writing for higher ability pupils by the age of seven.
Resources for English are adequate, though, in the absence of alibrary, pupils have only limited
opportunities to develop their research skills, to engage in persond study and to browse through
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booksin aleisurely way. At the sametime, there are not enough books to reflect the cultural
diverdty of our society.
MATHEMATICS

123. By theend of Year 6, pupils attain standards above the national average. Standards have
improved since the last ingpection. Although the school’ s results in 2000 nationa test results were
not as high asin previous years, they were in line with the nationa average. The difference in results
between the smdll year groups can be attributed to differences in the number of pupils with specid
educational needs. Taken together, results over the past four years show pupils to be performing
above the nationa average.

124. Pupilsin Year 2 attain the sandards expected of them nationaly. Results have improved in
the past three years. All the pupilsin the Y ear 2000 cohort gained the expected Leve 2in
mathematics, dthough none atained the higher Leve 3.

125. There are no marked differences between the attainment of boys and girls. Pupilswith specid
educationa needs make good progress towards their individual targets.

126. By the age of seven, pupils have a sound grasp of number. They count confidently in twos,
fivesand tens. They have agood understanding of working with numbersto a hundred. When
faced with problems relating to addition and subtraction they use avariety of strategies, including
counting on and back. They recognise the relationship between addition and subtraction, and use
this knowledge to tackle problems. Most of them can complete an equation with one of the
numbers missng. They solve smple problemsin their head, using red life Stuations such as money
and measurement. They can recognise an odd or even number, and the more able know that only
even numbers can be divided equaly into two whole numbers.

127. In other areas of the subject, pupils can identify two- and three-dimensiona shapes and
describe their properties, using the correct vocabulary. They can estimate length and use smple
measurements to confirm their esimates. They discuss the mathematics they are doing, and this
helpsther understanding. They can rdate numbers to everyday life, including the use of money and
thetdling of time.

128. By the age of deven, pupils deal competently with number operations, working with whole
numbers, fractions and decimas. They tackle number operations using mental techniques, including
the recdl of multiplication facts. They have a thorough knowledge of shapes and use standard
measurements to calculate area and perimeters. They create graphs and use data to illustrate
findings, usng red life Stuations, such as a recent village survey.

129. The qudlity of teaching and learning isgood. The evidence from the examination of pupils
work showed that pupils undertake a good quantity of work that builds progressively on previous
knowledge and understanding. A commercia scheme is used to support the units of the Nationa
Numeracy Strategy, and work is set to suit the capabilities of individuals. Whilst the work seen gave
good coverage to number and shape, the handling of data and the use of mathematics in everyday
life were less well developed, particularly at Key Stage 1.
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130. The lessons seen during the ingpection showed that teachers have a good grasp of the
requirements of the National Numeracy Strategy. In Year 4, 5 and 6, the mentd part of the lesson
proceeded with very good pace, and through the use of individua whiteboards al pupils were kept
involved. The group work was clearly arranged for different ability levels, and work was well set
whilst the teacher developed ideas with one of the groups. The plenary session was used for pupils
to show their individual methods for addition and subtraction. The numeracy lesson seenin Years 2
and 3 contained some very good demonstration work on the part of the teacher, reinforcing the
concept of having and quartering. Division was skilfully related to ared-life Situation of sharing
things equaly amongst friends. The end of the session was used well to play abingo game, which
supported pupils growing understanding of fractions. 1n awell-planned lesson with pupils Year 1,
numeracy and literacy skills were linked through learning about the months of the year and ordering
them from oneto twelve. Thiswasdl rdated to deding with red-life Stuations, such asthe
children’ s birthdays and who was the oldest in the class.

131. Information and communication technology is sometimes, but not aways, used to develop
pupils mathematical thinking. Year 4, 5 and 6 pupils used computer-generated graphs and chartsto
accompany the survey in geography. In general, however, this areais underdevel oped across the
school. Pupils need more opportunities to develop their mathematics through the use of computer
software, as well as by using computer programs to illugtrate their mathematical work.

132. Teachersregularly assess pupils understanding through a series of tests and assessments.
The current development of an individua pupil tracking system is helping the school to monitor
progress more closaly and to set appropriate targets in mathematics. Whilst al the teachers know
the pupils well, and carry agreat ded of information in their heads, this knowledge is not set down in
a coherent way which would support others who may teach the pupils from timetotime. The
teechersin the Year 2 and 3 dassliaise well and share the responghbility for mathematicsin a
congtructive way, which alows pupilsto develop. The progress since the last ingpection has been
good. Standards at the end of Key Stage 2 were then judged to be average, but they have now
risen to a point where they are above average.

133. Theintroduction of the National Numeracy Strategy has improved mathematics teaching.
Now that this has ‘bedded” down, the school needs to move forward by developing numeracy in
relation to other areas of the curriculum. At the same time, recent work to develop individud
tracking and targeting needs to be continued, so that the school can respond to identified strengths
and needs.

SCIENCE

134. Inthenationd testsfor 11 year oldsin 2000, standards were above the national average.
Every pupil achieved at least aLevel 4 and thirty per cent achieved Level 5. Over the past four
years, results in science have remained consistently above the nationa average because of
consstently good teaching, particularly in Key Stage 2.

135. Theingpection confirms that standards in the current Y ear 6 are above average. In their work

on hedlthy living, pupils have gained very good knowledge and understanding of the workings of the
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body. They conduct experiments in which they discover the effects of tobacco on the human lungs.
They record their findings and explain what they did and what they found out. Evidence from work
and from discussons with pupils show that themesin dl
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aress of science have been developed well. The pupils have developed a good scientific
vocabulary. They can identify the main organs of the body, and many pupils can describe their
functions. They understand the properties of air pressure and the formation of shadows. In therr
experiments, they know that by changing one factor afair test can be conducted.

136. Inthe national assessmentsin 2000, stlandards were below the nationd average for seven year
olds. Although nearly every pupil gained Leve 2, none reached the higher Level 3. The 2000
results are lower than in previous years because pupils did not achieve so well in experimental and
investigative science or in life and living processes. Thiswas in contrast to the excdlent results
achieved in materials and their properties, and in physical processes. The schoal is aware of this,
and is giving grester atention to the weaker aress.

137. The standardsin the current Year 2 arein line with national expectations. The work pupils are
currently undertaking on hedlthy living isamed at improving their overal performancein lifeand
living processes. Work on light and colour will improve standards in experimenta and investigative
science and should help some pupilsto achieve the higher Level 3. They have a good understanding
of teeth and dental hygiene. Other areas of study have included hedlthy egting, refraction, shadows,

and pushing and pulling.

138. Scienceteaching isgood overal. Of the four lessons seen one was satisfactory, two were
good and one was very good. Teachers plan their work well and make sure that this builds on
previous knowledge and understanding. Following avisgt from adentd hygienist, pupilsin Years 2
and 3 could name of various parts of the tooth and describe their functions. In the Reception and
Year 1 class, pupilsin Year 1 are encouraged to test out vehicles on different dopes. They are
beginning use and understand the correct terminology, such as‘rall’, ‘force’, ‘messurement’, ‘far’
and ‘near’. More able pupils are encouraged to predict what might happen and to explain why
things happened. Pupilsin Year 4, 5 and 6 are carefully and sensitively introduced to the medica
dangers of smoking. They congtruct smoking machines and use them in carefully controlled
gtuations to test three types of cigarettes. They use the results of their experiments to construct
gtatements on what happens to the lungs when a person smokes.

139. In addition to practica work in the classroom and around the schoal, pupils gain a great ded
fromvigts. A recent trip to the Museum of Photography in Bradford proved astimulating
experience and helped pupils to extend their knowledge and understanding of light and colour.

140. Leadership and management of the subject are stisfactory. A particular srength liesin the
good standards achieved by pupils with specid educational needs. All Year 6 pupilslast year
achieved aLevd 4, induding some who only achieved aLeve 3 in mathematics and English. An
areafor future development is the increased use of ICT in dl areas of science.

ART AND DESIGN
141. Only one lesson was seen during the ingpection. However, through talking with pupils and

daff, ascrutiny of planning, and analysis of work and displaysit is possible to make judgementsin
some aspects of the subject.
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142. Standards achieved by seven and 11 year olds are as expected for their age and smilar to
those noted in the previous ingpection. Pupils have an opportunity to work in avariety of media,
using arange of techniques. For example, pupilsin Key Stage 1 experiment with arange of toals,
techniques and materids to creste an attractive collage. The work shows that pupils have
consdered different colours to make a pleasing effect. They develop their kills of mixing colours,
drawing from close observation and making patterns. Their use of colour wash showed how
effectively they had developed their ideas and skills by making severd attempts to experiment and
improve tharr work. Pupilstalk about their work with interest and enthusiasm. They explain how
they made relief pand tiles and talk about which ones they like and why; for example, ‘because this
onelooks and feds like afunny creature.” They describe how they created their day and night
pictures by mixing lighter and darker tones. There are good examples of pupils interpreting the work
of mgor artigts, such as mixing coloursto form patternsin the style of Klimt.

143. Throughout Key Stage 2, pupils continue to develop their skillsin a systematic way. 11 year
olds employ arange of techniquesin their sketching and painting. They mix paints with good effect
and show thought and care in their brushwork. Some pupils use the tip of their brush to add fine
details to suggest fruit and leavesin their painting. Mot of them successfully creste a smooth wash
effect. They listen and take account of the teachers guidance and the comments of classmatesin
improving their work. Pupils are keen to talk about their work and are developing a critica eye that
helps them to evauate and improve their efforts.

144. In the one lesson seen the teaching was good. The teacher built on the good skills and
techniques acquired by younger pupils, and most pupils had confidence in their own ability. The
teachers subject knowledge was good. He used open-ended questions skilfully to promote
observationa skills and to help pupils to reflect on their work. Consequently, they developed their
brush technique and tried hard to mix precise hues of paint for different effects.

145. The subject has a secure place in the curriculum. The scheme of work takes account of the
latest national guidance and provides a useful structure for the development of skills. Planning gives
aufficient detall to help staff plan progressvely more challenging tasks. There are some good links
with other subjects; Year 2 and 3 pupils made imaginative potato printsto cover their writing books.
Pupils are introduced to artists and craftworkers from different times and cultures, though there is
scope for this areato be developed further.

146. Classrooms are adequately organised for artwork and resources are good. The management
of the subject is stisfactory.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

147. Standards at the end of each key stage are satisfactory. No teaching was seen during the

ingpection, so judgements have to be based on the work seen in pupils books and on display and
on discussions with teachers and pupils.
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148. At Key Stage 1 pupils are encouraged to design and make models. On the basis of ther
work on the local environment, pupilsin the reception and Y ear 1 class had built modds of the
school. They had to work out suitable materiasto represent the different parts of the building. They
had, for example, used wool to represent the leaves on trees. A good range of construction
gpparatus was available for pupils to develop their making kills. Suitable links are dso made with
literacy. Pupils make atoy with moving partsto illustrate a sory they experiencein the Literacy
Hour. Inthe Year 2 and 3 class, pupils have designed and made paper-mache bowls and masks as
part of their project on Greece, and have carefully designed and made covers for storybooks. A
recent visit to a supermarket has resulted in pupils using the computer to design labels for a product
based on their own name.

149. At Key Stage 2, pupils are encouraged to design and make models, and work is often linked
with other aress of the curriculum. The vist to the Museum of Photography resulted in the making of
azoetrope. The designs were written up and pupils carried out an eva uation of their own and
others work. The current work in design and technology relates to the visit made to the local
supermarket, where pupils have looked carefully at the part played by the wording on packaging.
Pupils have dso undertaken some product surveys, such as comparing the taste of different soups
and designing their own fruit cocktalls.

150. The main strength of the subject liesin the way in which it iswell used to support work in
other subject areas. Teachers have a sound awareness of the requirements of the subject. They are
encouraging pupils to design and make as well as evauate products.

Information and communication technology (ICT)

151. With the exception of work in word processing at Key Stage 2, where sandards arein line
with those expected nationdly, pupils atainment in information and communication technology is
unsatisfactory. The requirements of the Nationa Curriculum are not fully met. This represents afdl
in standards since the previous inspection. However, expectations of what pupils should achieve
have risen since the time of that ingpection and depend on the provision of suitable equipment. The
school is short of equipment for monitoring aspects of the subject. It is aware of the shortcomings,
and is planning to do something about it as a priority.

152. The school does not have equipment to measure physica festures such as hedt, light and
movement. Teachers do not make enough use of the equipment available to teach control
technology. Pupils describe how they programmed a device to follow a set path, but could explain
only smple operations and no evidence was found to show how accurate their instructions were.
However, by the age of 11, pupils connect blocks fitted with printed circuits to make pressure-
sengtive pads in design and technology lessons.

153. InYear 1, pupils work with the help of the teacher to produce a brochure for the school.
Pupilsin Year 2 and Year 3 use computers to support work in mathematics. They display
information about packaging on products from aloca supermarket in graph form, and use agraphics
program to write their namesin the styles of the printing found on the packages. Pupils produce
symmetrica patterns usng a drawing program.
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154. The mgority of the work produced by older pupils involved them in using aword processing
program to copy out work in English and history. They copy out poems about Father Christmas
and produce their own newspapers to report the events surrounding the capture of Helen of Troy
and the appearance of the Trojan Horse. The work is neat and well presented and shows that
pupils know how to import pictures to make their work more attractive. Pupils sdlect different fonts
and change the size and colour of the print. They are beginning to use the Internet to carry out
research and have produced a display explaining about The Odyssey and the theatre in Ancient
Greece. In geography, pupils are starting to copy the results of a survey about lifein the village, in
which they consulted people living in Utterby.

155. Many pupils have computers of their own. By the ages of seven and deven, pupils use their
computers to play games, do their homework and communicate with friends and relatives, using
electronic mail. They have agood understanding of the waysin which information and
communication technology is used in the home and in commerce. Pupils understand the speed and
ease with which messages can be sent over the Internet. They know about the dangers faced by
children when using chat rooms, and talk about the use of programs designed to filter out unwanted
messages. One pupil talked enthusiagtically about using Internet shopping with aloca supermarket.

156. Teachers do not make enough use of information technology to support work in other lessons.
Opportunities are missed to gather and present information using data collection programs. the art
curriculum is not enhanced by alowing pupils to experiment by drawing pictures by using graphics
programs. Teachers do not use the software the school aready possessesto alow pupilsto plot
courses to move a pointer about the screen. Consequently, the range of opportunities open to pupils
to develop their computer skillsis limited.

157. The management of the subject is unsatisfactory. The co-ordinator does not have the
opportunity to check teaching and learning and does not see teachers planning. Thereisardiance
on making judgements about pupils progress from work put up in displays and how well pupils get
on at the weekly computer club. Thereis no checklist of skillsto be learnt that could be used to
judge pupils attainment. Teachers are due to begin nationaly recognised training in the use of
computers, and thisis necessary for them to raise sandards in the subject.

GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

158. By the age of seven, pupils develop a sound knowledge of their own locdity through placing
local villages on amap. They name and correctly place on their maps larger towns such as Louth,
Lincoln, Grimsby and Skegness. Pupils talk about differences between London and Louth and say
that their own villages are in Lincolnshire. They know the countries of the United Kingdom.
Imaginative teaching gives pupils an understanding of what is meant by climate. Teachers contrast
‘climates’ in parts of the school with those in other parts of the world. For instance, a greenhouse is
compared to an equatorial region and the cold store to polar areas. Pupilslearn to use colour-
coded keys when they plot these areas on plans of the school. They name animas found in the
different climatic regions of theworld. By the age of 11, pupils develop a good understanding of the
nature of the community in which they live. They make convincing and well considered arguments
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for improving facilities for al resdents. Pupils describe how the closure of the village shop has made
residents more reliant on public trangport or their own carsto shop in loca towns. They make a
good case for re-sting their school nearer to the village centre so that it can be more involved in
village life. Pupils see both sdes of an argument. 1n a discussion about the advantages of building a
by-pass, one pupil gave the opinion that if the village were to become amore desirable place to live
should the traffic be re-routed, the influx of extra people would spoil the character of the village.

159. In higtory, a Key Stage 1, pupils learn to use evidence to find out about the past. They look
at contemporary paintings to find out what clothes people wore. Pupilslearn about Forence
Nightingale and her efforts to improve conditions for soldiers in hospitd. Most of them recdl the
main points of the story and in discussing what they know begin to develop a sense of chronology by
using higtoricd terms such as‘long ago’. When studying the Ancient Greeks, pupils learn that items
found by higtorians, such as pottery, give an ingght into life a that time. They develop an
understanding of the origin of the modern Olympic games when studying how Ancient Greeks
celebrated their sporting prowess. By the age of deven, pupils carry on the study of Ancient Greece
in more detail. They write newspaper reports explaining the events surrounding the imprisonment of
Helen of Troy and describe how Helen fdlt in letters to her friends. Pupils describe the events of the
reign of Henry VII1. Pupilslink studies in geography and history when they take evidence from a
book about Utterby in the early days of the 20" Century to draw comparisons between life then and
now.

160. Inageography lesson at Key Stage 2, the pupils high standard of discussion and insight into
the needs of the loca community suggest that, by the age of 11, standards in geography are above
average. This represents an improvement since the previousingpection. The one lesson seenin
geography was excdlent. To draw ideas from pupils and to extend their learning, the teacher makes
very good use of a questionnaire sent to dl housesin the village about facilities for old and young.
Contributions by al pupils are vaued and this gives pupils of al abilities the confidence to express an
opinion. The teacher chalenges pupils to justify their ideas and encourages them to question what
thelr classmates say. Theresult of this excellent teaching is that pupils get a very good idea of how
the pogition of the village has affected its development and how to balance desirable with practical
ideas for change.

161. Intheonly history lesson seen, teaching was sound. The teacher had a clear idea of what
children were to learn. He used questions well to find out what pupils had learned from a video
about Forence Nightingale, and encouraged pupils to ask questions of their own. However, full
advantage was not taken of pupils questions about conditionsin the hospital, and pupils were
encouraged to copy the teachers writing rather than express their thoughts in their own words.
Good use is made of support aff and volunteer parents to ensure that pupils with specid
educational needs make good progress

MUSIC

162. No music lessons were seen during the inspection, as they were timetabled for the second half
of the week. Although singing was observed in assemblies, there was not enough evidence on which
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to base an overdl judgement on ether the quality of teaching or the sandards achieved by the
pupils.

163. InKey Stage 1 pupils are introduced to a suitable range of percussion instruments. Because
they are encouraged to use them correctly, they have become aware of the different kind of sounds
they produce.

164. Pupils sng together well and with enthusasm. Older pupils are increasingly aware of
conveying a‘mood’ by the way they Sng. The school has its own, successful choir, which joinsin
many loca concerts and festivals. Assemblies introduce pupils to some music from around the
world. Pupilsenjoy listening to music and are beginning to express preferences for different pieces.

165. A scrutiny of planning indicates that a secure curriculumisin place. The school employsa
specialist teacher to work with each class each week. Resources for music are adequate, though
there is scope to extend the range of recorded music so that pupils can gppreciate sounds from
different parts of the world.

PHYS CAL EDUCATION

166. Pupils, including those with specid educationa needs, make overdl satisfactory progress
throughout the school. However, their progress in the use of large apparatus, such as climbing
frames and hanging ropes, is unsatisfactory at both key stages. Pupilsin Key Stage 2 make
unsatisfactory progress in gymnastics and dance. As noted in the last ingpection, inadequate indoor
gpace and the lack of large equipment leads to unsatisfactory progress in these important arees.

167. By theend of Key Stage 1, pupils perform arange of basic tasks, such as baancing and
traveling in avariety of ways and directions, with suppleness, imagination and control.

168. Pupils have agood awareness of safety in ther activities and when moving small equipment.
They perform smple warm-up exercises and can copy their partner’ s shapes and movements. They
develop appropriate skills for their age in games, dance and floor gymnastics. In the one gymnastics
lesson observed, teaching was very good. Effective use was made of the teacher’ s subject
knowledge to congtantly challenge pupils and to help them think about what they should do next to
improve. Asaresult, most pupils reached therr full potential, worked well with one another, and
enjoyed the lesson. There are good opportunities for swimming, and pupils make good progress.
Pupils thoroughly enjoyed the swimming lesson and responded well to the teacher’ s encouragement
and idess. In both the gymnastics and the swvimming lesson, pupils were helped to reflect and to
offer views on their own and performance and that of others. Thiswas achieved through questioning
and by giving pupils enough time to explain their idess.

169. InKey Stage 2 there were no physica education lessons to observe during the ingpection, so
judgments cannot be made about the qudity of teaching. However, pupilstalk about their activities
in an enthusiagtic way and are aware of the need to warm up before physicd activity and of the
effect of exercise on the body. They have a good sense of fair play and an understanding of the
need for rules. They enjoy opportunities for outdoor activities, and are particularly keen on

Utterby Primary School 45



competitive sportsinvolving other schools. Pupilsin Key Stage 2 have good opportunities for
svimming, and most 11 year olds attain the expected nationa standards.

170. The school has developed its curriculum in the light of the latest nationd guidance. The clear
policy and scheme of work help pupils to develop their knowledge and understanding of fitness and
hedlth and to evaluate and improve their performance. A scrutiny of planning shows that every effort
ismade to cover abroad arange of activities. However, in the albbsence of a suitable indoor space
with appropriate goparatus, the curriculum fails to meet the requirements of the Nationa Curriculum.
Other physicd activitiesin Key Stage 2 depend on the weather being fine so that the field or small
playground can be used for games and athletics.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

171. By theend of both key stages, standards meet the expectations of the Localy Agreed
Syllabus for religious educetion. Pupils are developing their ability to describe, understand and
evauate the beliefs and practices of different religious tradition, in particular Chrigtianity.

172. By theend of Key Stage 1, pupils can retell some of the important stories from the Bible and
from other religions. They discuss celebrations that happen in their own lives and those of others,
such as christenings and Easter. By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils show a good understanding of
Chrigtian beliefs and make comparisons with other religions, including Judaism and Idam.

173. Pupils, including those with speciad educationa needs, make satisfactory progress a both key
dages. The curriculum outline developed by the heed, in conjunction with the programmes of study
in the agreed syllabus, gives pupils a sufficiently broad experience of religious education. For this
reason, learning builds effectively on pupils previous knowledge and understanding.

174. Opportunities for religious education are enhanced through circle time, discussons,
assemblies, religious education lessons and topic-linked activities. Assemblies give everyone the
chance to explore and respond to various, well-presented religious themes. Through discusson and
encouragement of respectful listening, pupils develop arespect for the views and beliefs of others.

175. Inthe onelesson seen, teaching was satisfactory. However, this does condtitute sufficient
evidence upon which to make a judgement on the qudity of teaching in the schooal.

176. Assemblies, and the one lesson observed during the ingpection, met the requirements of the

Loca Agreed Syllabus and made a good contribution to the school’ s provision for pupils socid,
Spiritual and cultural education.
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