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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Gayton C of E voluntary controlled first school is located in the village of Gayton near King'sLynn
in Norfolk. It so servesthe village of Gayton Thorpe and the surrounding area. It has 51 pupils
onrall, of whom 24 are boys and 27 are girls aged between four and eight years. The children’s
attainment on entry into Reception is broadly average. The percentage of pupils eigible for free
school medsis above the nationd average. The school has 22 per cent of its pupils on the specid
educationa needs regigter, which isbroadly in line with the nationa average. No pupils have
Satements of specia educationa needs. All the pupils have UK heritage.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Gayton C of E voluntary controlled first school is avery effective schoal. It has an excellent
headteacher and everyone connected with the school works together very well. The team spirit is
very good and underpins the very good improvement being made. Children join Reception with
broadly average standards. After avery good start, pupils achieve standards that are above
average a the end of Year 2 in reading, writing, mathematics and science. Standardsin Year 3 are
well above average. Teaching is good with many very good fegtures, and thisis why sgnificantly
more pupils are achieving higher sandards than they were. All the pupils a Gayton are fully
included in every aspect of the day-to-day life of the school. Pupils are very well prepared for
future citizenship because of the very good overdl attention given to their spiritud, mora, socia and
cultural development. New technology is used well to support learning. The school promotes very
good links with parents, who play an important role in supporting their children’s education. The
school gives good value for money.

What the school doeswdll

Standards have risen sgnificantly for the eight year olds and they are now well above average in English,

meathemeatics and science.
Teaching is good, and the many very good features mean that learning is productive as well.

The headteacher provides excellent leadership and she iswell supported by all staff and the governors.

Pupils attitudes and behaviour are very good in a caring school where relationships are excellent.

Thereis arichnessto the whole curriculum, which is broad and balanced for dl the pupils, making them

want to learn. The school provides very well for its pupils with specid educationa needs (SEN).

What could beimproved

Rase sandards in design and technology.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.
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HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

Improvement since the last ingpection in April 1997 has been very good. Under the excellent
direction of the headteacher, the school has taken very positive steps to address the key issues
raised in the previous report in relation to planning in the foundation subjects', provision for
information and communication technology (ICT) assessment, teacher gppraisd, the school
improvement plan, and the budgetary planning and financia control. The qudlity of planning is good
in the foundation subjects and standards have improved in most of these asaresult. The qudity of
pupils learning in ICT is good due to improved provision, and their kills are goplied well across the
curriculum. Very good procedures are in place for assessment, and dl staff consistently use routine
assessments to check how well the pupils are doing.  The headteacher has systematically monitored
the quality of teaching, provided effective feedback to individuals and supported improvement
through avery good programme of training. The school development plan is now avery good
drategic document that is used effectively asatool for monitoring the work of the school, and is
leading the school forward successfully. Budgetary planning and financia control are very effective
and there are very good systems in place for monitoring the impact of spending on attainment and
progress. Although the accommodation is bright, purposeful and stimulating, there is fill no separate
room for headteacher and staff. The school isin avery strong position to continue to tackle its
priorities.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by pupils at the end of Y ear 2 based on average point
scoresin Nationd Curriculum tests.

compared with
Performancein: all schools similar Key
schools
1999 2000 2001 2001 :

very high
reading C E A* A* well above average

above average
writing D E A A average

below average
mathematics D B A A* well below average

mooOw>» >

In the 2001 national tests for seven year olds the school’ s results were in the highest five per cent in
comparison to the nationd average in reading and well above in writing and mathematics. Standards
in science, according to teacher assessments, were well above the nationd average. When
compared to Smilar schoals, the school’ s results in reading, writing and mathematics were in the top
five per cent netiondly. There are Sgnificantly more pupils achieving higher levels thet there werein
previous years. Trends over time show an improvement in these aress, targets set are redigtic and
the school iswell on course to meet them.

Children gtart in Reception with average levels of achievement. Inspection findings show that by the
end of the Reception Y ear, most of them are on course to reach their learning targets and a

! Foundation subjects are all subjects with the exception of English, mathematics, science, ICT and religious education.
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ggnificant minority will exceed these in each of the areas of learning. Standards a seven are above
nationa expectations in gpeaking, listening, reading and writing and aso above nationd expectations
in mathematics and science. Children make very good progress as under fives and good progressin
Years 1 and 2. The reason for the difference between most recent test results and ingpection
judgements on standards is that the current Y ear 2 has a sgnificant number of pupils with specia
educationa needs and these pupils are not expected to reach the higher Level 3. By the age of
seven, pupils achieve standards above those expected for pupils of this age in history, geography, art
and design and music. Standards are in line with that expected at seven in ICT, physica education
and design and technology. In religious education pupils achieve standards which are above the
expectations of the localy agreed syllabus.

InYear 3, sandards are well above average in English, mathematics and science. They are well
above the expectations of the loca education authority agreed syllabus in religious education. Pupils
make very good progress in each of these areas. They make good progress and attain standards
above those expected for pupils of thisage in art and design, ICT, history, geography and music.
Satisfactory sandards are achieved in physical education and design and technology. Thereisa
shared commitment to raise standards throughout the school.

PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Very good. All pupils have a very positive atitude to school and to their work,

which they undertake with great enthusiasm.

Behaviour, in and out of Very good. Pupils behaviour in dl areas of the school isvery good. No

classooms pupils have been excluded from schoal.

Persond development and | Very good. Boysand girls are keen to help. They are careful with their own
relationships and each other’ sbelongings. Relationships are excellent.

Attendance Sdtisfactory. Attendance is broadly in line with the national average.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupilsin: Reception Yearsl-2 Years3—-6

Qudlity of teaching Very good Good Very good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range : excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outwei gh weaknesses.

The qudity of teaching hasimproved since the last time the school was inspected, with around eight
out of every ten lessons now being good or better. There was no unsatisfactory teaching. During
the ingpection, 25 lessons or parts of lessons were observed. Good and very good teaching was
observed in dl three stages of the school. During the ingpection, teaching that is very good was seen
in 52 per cent of the lessons and it was excellent in four per cent of lessons. Good teaching was
seen in 24 per cent of lessons and 20 per cent was satisfactory. Teaching is strong throughout the
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school. Itisvery good overdl in Reception, good in Years 1 and 2 and very good in Year 3. This
isone of the reasons that pupils of al capabilities make good progress. Thisincludes the higher and
lower attaining pupils. Those with specia educationa needs make very good progress and are
supported very well by staff. Lessons are interesting and teachers chalenge dl pupils so that they
learn effectively. They have high expectations of how they expect their pupils to behave, and pupils
respond very well. The school has implemented the Nationd Literacy and Numeracy Strategies
very well. The quality of teaching in English and mathematicsis good overdl and numeracy and
literacy skills are being taught effectively. An example of excdlent teaching in English was seenin
Year 3. Teachers subject knowledge and understanding and the teaching of basic kills are now
very good. Thisisbecause lessons are well planned and tasks are pitched at the right levels. Pupils
know what they are expected to learn, and they rise to the challenges set for them. Teachers make
very good use of day-to-day assessment so they have secure information about what the pupils have
leant in alesson. They use thisinformation well to inform future planning and carefully match future
tasks to what pupils dready know, understand and can do. The overdl strength of teaching is
accurately reflected in pupils good levels of learning throughout the school. Pupils' productivity and
pace of working are good and they show very good levels of concentration and independence. The
school meets the needs of al its pupils successfully and thereis a strong sense of purpose throughout
the school.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

The quality and range of
the curriculum

Very good. The school has built up arich and varied curriculum that meetsthe
needs of dl itspupils. It hasavery good range of out-of-school activities and
clubs and these extend the pupils experiences very well indeed.

Provison for pupils with
gpecid educationa needs

Very good. These pupils are supported very well and they work hard. They
arefully included in every aspect of schooal life.

Provison for pupils
persond, including
spiritua, mord, socid and
culturd development

Very good. Pupils get on well together and they help and support each other
very well. They are aware of the wonderful world about them. They havea
very good understanding of right and wrong. They know much about their
own culturd traditionsin arurd area, aswdl as culturd traditionsin world
religions.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

Very good. Staff know the pupils very well and they take very good care of
them. Pupils progress and attainment are recorded well.

Parents are encouraged to help in the school and at home and this partnership has a positive effect
on the pupils learning. They are well satisfied with what the school offers.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Gayton First School - 11




Aspect Comment

Leadership and Excdlent leadership by the headteacher. There is a strong team spirit and
management by the everyone connected with the school works together effectively to guide the
headteacher and other key | educationd direction of the schoal.

daff

How well the governors
fulfil their reponghilities

Very good. They have awide range of experience, and they are supportive of
the schoal in many ways. They have avery clear understanding of what is best
for the schodl if it isto continue forward successfully.

The school’ s evauation of

Very good. The school’s evauation of its own performance is used very well

its performance to guide future planning.
The drategic use of Very good. All additiond funds are well managed to promote learning and
resources improve standards.

The school is appropriately staffed with teachers and support staff. The accommodation is adequate
but lacksahdl. Learning resources are good. Funds are very well managed, and governors are
well aware of the importance of making the necessary comparisons to ensure that the school is

competitive.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most

What parentswould like to see improved

The parents who responded to the questionnaire
and atended the parents meeting were fully
supportive of every aspect of the schodl,
including the heedteacher and the teeching staff.
Mogt fdt that the school was extremely well led
and managed. They were highly complimentary
and supportive of the headteacher.

In response to the questionnaires and at the
mesting, parents had few negative views of the
school.

I nspection evidence supports the very positive views of al parents.
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PART B: COMMENTARY

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’ sresults and pupils achievements

1

When the children enter Reception, their attainment is broadly average as indicated in the
basdline assessments’. Some of them have had no pre-school experiences outside their own
home and family. Very good progressis mede in dl the areas of learning. By thetimethe
children leave Reception most of them achieve the early learning godsin dl the areas of
learning and a significant minority exceed these. Children with specid educationd needs are
supported very well, which greetly enhances their learning. Overdl, standards are above
those expected when children gart in Year 1 for asgnificant minority of the children.

The 2001 end of Key Stage 1 Nationa Curriculum tests showed that pupils achieved
gtandards in reading which were in the highest five per cent in comparison to the nationa
average and in comparison with smilar schools. 1n writing and mathemétics, pupils were
well above the nationd average in comparison with al schools and in the highest five per
cent when compared to Smilar schools. A very high number of pupils achieved the higher
level (Levd 3) in reading and awell above average number of pupils achieved thisleve in
writing and mathematics. Teacher assessments in science indicate that standards were well
above the nationa average and in the highest five per cent compared to smilar schoals.
Standards are improving over time as aresult of more effective methods of tracking pupils
progressin order to set chalenging targets and the positive impact of the Nationa Literacy
and Numeracy Strategiesis raising stlandards.

During the inspection it was judged that standards were above the nationd averagein
English, mathematics and science by the time pupils were seven years of age. Most pupils
make good progress and some are predicted to achieve the higher Level 3. Overdl,
teaching isgood in Year 2 and higher achieving pupils are being suitably chdlenged. The
current Year 2 has a significant proportion of specid educational needs pupils. These are
making very good progress, however, this explains why standards are currently above the
national average as opposed to well above.

Evidence from the ingpection suggests that standards in Year 3 are well above averagein
English, mathematics and science. The main reasons for the significant increases in pupils
attainment and progress are that teaching is frequently very good and teachers are much
better than they were at ng what their pupils have learnt and setting targets for them to
achieve even more.

The Nationd Literacy and Numeracy Strategies have had a positive impact on the raising of
gandards. The curriculum is securely in place and everyone knows what has to be taught
and when. Teaching and learning are monitored very well so that gaps are quickly identified
and dedlt with. Everyone works together as a strong team, with their main focus on raising

2 Baseline assessments, are assessments of the children’s attainment in the six areas of learning carried out six weeks after they
have joined the school.
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10.

11.

standards. Pupilswith specia educationa needs make very good progress, due to work
being matched very well to their ability and very good support from support staff.

The school has implemented the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategies successfully
throughout the school. Based on the ingpection findings overal, sandards of literacy and
numeracy for seven year olds are above those expected of pupils of these ages. They are
well above for the eight year olds. Numeracy and literacy skills are being devel oped
effectively across the curriculum. By the time they are seven years old, most pupils can read
and write at an above average standard for their age. They write interesting accounts of
vidits, ories, poems and reports and read these expressively. Lower attaining pupils
communicate these ideas through smple phrases and words. They aso have a secure
understanding of number facts, and by the age of seven, the higher attaining pupils have a
very good knowledge of addition and subtraction facts to 20 and are acquiring agood
knowledge of place vaue to 1000. Pupils of lower ability and those with specia educationa
needs have an appropriate understanding of place vaue to 100 and choose appropriate
drategies for adding and subtracting. The school is progressing very well towards its
targets, which are sufficiently chalenging and are likdly to be met.

Standardsin ICT arein line with nationa expectations for pupils aged seven and above
national expectations for pupilsin Year 3. There has been very effective action taken to
improve standards since the previous ingpection. The emphasis on making full use of the
good resources is providing for consistent, good progress throughout the school. This
includes pupils with specia educational needs. All pupils benefit from some specidist skills
teaching from avigting specidigt teacher.

At the last inspection, standards in religious education were in line with the expectations of
the locdly agreed syllabus for pupils aged seven and eight. They are now above the
expectations of the localy agreed syllabus for seven year olds and well above expectations
for pupilsin Year 3. These sandards have been improved on as reflected in the good
gtandard of written work seen. Pupilsin Year 3 show avery good understanding of
religious education and a degpening understanding of other world religions.

By the age of seven, pupils achieve good standards in history, geography, art and design and
music. They make good progressin dl these areas. They attain satifactory sandardsin
physica education and design and technology and they make satisfactory progress.
Resources are il limited in design and technology and thereisalack of effective
assessment systems to support pupils learning. 1CT is not dways used to support teaching
and learning in this subject.

By the age of eight, pupils achieve good standards in art and design, history, geography and
music. They are satisfactory in physical education and design and technology. Standards
have improved in most of these areas because the qudity of teaching has improved, together
with the qudity of the curriculum and planning. This has had a direct impact on pupils
attainment. Pupils dso have very good attitudes to learning and make effective use of ther
resources.

Most of the pupils with specia educational needs make very good progress in their lessons
and over time. Achievement throughout the schodl is satisfactory with regard to the targets
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

contained in pupils individua education plans. Comprehensive records of achievement and
progress are kept, being effectively used to inform teaching and planning.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

Pupils enjoy learning and have very good atitudes to school. They behave very well in
lessons and around the school; their personal development is very good and there are
excellent relationships between pupils and staff. The standards noted at the last ingpection
have been maintained and improved and this helps pupils learn well.

Pupils are very keen to cometo school. They are very willing to learn and respond well to
good teaching.

Pupils are very interested and fully involved in both their lessons and activities such as
football, cricket, dancing, and recorders. For example, during the inspection, Reception
children were thoroughly entertained by their whole class reading of Hop, Hop Kangaroo.
They confidently explained how they, like the baby kangaroo, had to try very hard when
learning new things. Having made an excdlent job of ther reading they enthusagticdly
‘hopped’ around the playground before writing and drawing pictures of their own
experiences of ‘trying hard at new chalenges . Pupilswork hard and are keen to improve.
They listen atentively and get on with the tasks set. Pupils are keen to ask and answer
guestions.

Pupils behave very wdl in lessons and this makes for acadm learning atmosphere. They
behave well around the school and in the playground. Pupils know what standard of
behaviour is expected and respond well. Thereislittle unkindness or bullying and
disagreements are dedlt with promptly. Pupils are friendly and polite. They take good care
of equipment, such as in mathematics and science, and using the computers. They tidy away
neetly and quickly a the end of lessons.

Pupils persond development isvery good. They grow in confidence in response to the
praise and encouragement they receive. Relationships are excdlent and thisis amgor factor
in pupils learning progress. They respect one another’ s views, cooperate and share idess.
Pupils are sengitive to the needs of others. For example, during design and technology in
Year 3, pupils were discussing the characteristics of packaging. They spoke about such
things as graphics and fonts, and the use of cardboard to protect the contents. Some
children took alittle longer to explain their ideas, and yet dl the others listened attentively
and patiently to their contribution. Pupils respect the teachers and are keen to please. They
ettle to tasks quickly and work well with little direct supervison.

Pupils are learning to respect different vaues and beliefs. They celebrate festivals from
Chrigtian and other religions such as Harvest, Diwdi, Chinese New Y ear, and Sukkoth.
Pupils regularly vist the loca church. All pupils are fully included in every aspect of school
life and work in an environment free from oppressve behaviour such as sexism and racism.
Pupils take respongbility for their own learning through group work and research. They
evauate their own progress well againg termly targets in mathematics, English and science.
They think through problems for themselves as part of thelr investigationsin science,
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19.

20.

mathematics, and ICT.

Pupils help responsibly with the daily routines such as setting tables, sharpening pencils and
crayons, tidying bookshelves and the cloakroom. They take turns as computer monitors and
librarians. The older pupils look after the younger pupils as “playground and reading
buddies’. The children in Reception develop independence very well by clearing away after
activities, dressing themsalves for physical education and making independent choices with
their work, such as on the compuiter.

Attendance is satisfactory. Last year attendance was 94.2 per cent, which is closeto the
national average of 94.4 per cent. Punctudity isgood. There has been some latenessin the
pagt, but the school has worked well to addressthis. During the ingpection, registration and
lessons started promptly.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Teaching is conggtently good and has improved since the last ingpection.  All teachers taught
at least one lesson that was good and most of the teaching in Y ear 3 was very good or
better. The shortcomingsin the last report have been overcome. Lessons move forward at
agood pace and tasks are matched well to pupils abilities. As standards rise more pupils
are reaching ahigher leve than they did before.

During the ingpection, teaching was observed in 25 lessons. Overal, teaching was good or
better in 80 per cent of lessons, very good in 52 per cent and excellent in four per cent. The
quaity of teaching is very good in the Foundation Stage, good in Years 1 and 2 and very
good overdl in Year 3.

Most of the teaching staff have changed since the last ingpection and they are very securein
teaching the literacy and numeracy Strategies. In the 2001 tests, awell above average
number of pupils are now achieving the expected level for seven year olds.

Children get avery good start to their education in the Reception class. When children start
school in Reception their attainment is broadly average for their age. Careful assessment of
what they can do initidly dlows the saff to plan awide range of suitable activitiesfor the
children. Work is planned for them using the ‘ tepping stones' and their dl-round
development iswell covered. There are very good systems for assessing how learning is
progressing. Staff identify where extra support is needed and plan suitable tasks so that
learning moves forward. There is agood balance between teacher-led activities and ones
chosen by the children themsdves. A few children have limited pre-school experience and
this helps them to develop their independence as well astheir persona and socid skills.

In Years 1 and 2 the good teaching is the most important factor in ensuring that the pupils
learn well and make good progress. Teachers know their pupils well and they are good at
identifying what the pupils have learnt in alesson. There are very good assessment systems
inplace. The best useis made of thisinformation so that the next work is a the right leve
for the pupils. Lessons are well planned, classes are well organised and managed and there
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

are very good levels of support for dl pupils. InYear 3, pupils make very good progress
because 70 per cent of teaching is very good or better. Teachers have high expectations of
work and behaviour and the pupils rise to the chalenges set by their teachers. They take
every opportunity to make their lessons interesting and exciting so that pupils want to learn.
Thereisaconsstency to their gpproach throughout the school and this helps pupils learning
to build on their previous learning successfully. Homework iswell used to support learning.
In addition, teachers strengths are used well in ICT, religious education, science and music.
Pupils are well motivated and standards have risen in these areas. The overdl qudity of
teaching and learning for dl of the subjectsin the curriculum is good.

Literacy killsare very well taught so that learning is effective. Planning is good and work is
pitched at the right levels, enhancing the learning for pupils of dl abilities. Lessons get off to
abrisk start, which captures the pupils attention straight away. Teachers are effective at
finding out how much the pupils have remembered from the last lesson. Effective useis
meade of time and this readily leads to new learning. Teachers make the best use of ICT asa
tool to ad learning. Speaking, ligening, reading and writing skills are well developed
throughout the school and there is a consstency of approach.

Numeracy is very well taught. Lessons have a good structure with clear introductions and
effective conclusons. Teachers make the best use of questions to find out how much the
pupils have understood as well asto reinforce their new learning effectively. Pupils have
regular opportunitiesto practise oral and mental mathematics and this hel ps them to become
more agile a working with numbers, for example, ‘If we take 12 away how many are left?

Because teaching is good, learning isdso effective. Most pupils want to do well and they
try hard to do their best. In amusic lesson with Year 3 pupils, they co-operated together
well when playing ‘I’ ve got a Bee in my Bonnet’ on their recorders and made good progress
in combining their snging and playing with appropriate movement and actions.

There are no wesk features to the teaching, however, where teaching was satisfactory the
pace of teaching and learning was dower.

Pupils with specid educationa needs are very well taught. They have very good support
and their learning is productive. Planning is shared and staff are clear about what isto be
taught and learnt. Learning targets are clear and useful in both literacy and numeracy and
they are specific to the pupils individua needs. All pupilswith specid educationd needs are
fully included in every area of learning. In addition, pupils individud education plans and
progress are monitored very well.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILS?

31.

Ovedl, the curriculum provided by the school for pupils aged five to seven isgood. It
includes dl the requirements of the Nationa Curriculum and religious education and is
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32.

33.

35.

planned in such away that dl pupils receive their full entitlement and have accessto afull
range of curriculum experiences in a baanced and systematic way. Skills, knowledge and
understanding are taught in a systematic and progressive way. The range of experiences for
pupils aged eight is very good.

Theintroduction of an overal plan for the curriculum has greetly improved the qudlity of the
curriculum since the last ingpection. There are clear guidelines to identify what pupils are to
be taught each week, each term and each year. The school provides religious education for
al pupilsin accordance with the locally agreed syllabus and parents have been informed
about their right to withdraw their children. The school complies with statutory requirements
by providing adaily act of collective worship. Persond, socia and hedth education isbeing
given ahigher priority, with family vaues, the misuse of drugs, and hedthy eating interwoven
into pupils learning experiences.

The nationd grategies for the teaching of literacy and numeracy have been given due
emphass, with the increased time alocation necessitating areview of other areas of the
curriculum. Consequently, other subjects such as art and design, design and technology,
physica education and music have been given areduced dlocation of time. This has had no
sgnificant effect on sandards. The nationd drategies for the teaching of literacy and
numeracy have been implemented very well, and planning has crested many good
opportunitiesto link the acquired skills to other areas of the curriculum. For example,
numeracy skills are promoted very well through charts and graphs in science and time linesin
history which help the pupils to develop a grester understanding of how their experiences
link together. Writing skills have been given ahigh priority and are evident in other aress of
the curriculum such as religious educetion, history and geography where pupils use factua
writing, ligts, brainstorming and note taking to good effect. Pupils are given the opportunity
to write usng awide range of styles. Year 1 pupils have written asmple ‘“Wecome to
Gayton, in which they highlight the church, chaped and the village Sgn, wheress pupilsin
Year 3 have used very good ICT skillsto produce travel brochures on a given country.

Pupils write accurately when comparing and contrasting times in school since ‘Grandma's
days'.

Excellent opportunities, both planned and spontaneous are created to vaue and to promote
very good spesking and listening skills. Pupils throughout the school listen very well and are
encouraged to share their opinions, knowledge and understanding with others, or when
sharing fedingsin ‘crdetime (when pupils share ther fedings and thoughts with one
another whilst seated in acircle). Thisis planned as part of their persona and sociad
development. Pupilsin Year 1 shared their knowledge of the idand of Struay and those in
Year 3 discussed confidently the differences between their own classroom and what they
had found out about Victorian schools.

Sincethe last inspection, ICT has been used effectively to support the qudity of learning in
the dlassroom. Besides strengthening and building on skillsin literacy, and number work in
mathematics, computers were used to explore rhythmin Year 3 and to record information
about their favourite fruits as bar chartsin Year 2.
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36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

Provison in the Foundation Stage is very good, with children taking part in awide range of
activities. The curriculum iswell structured to cover al aress of learning. The quality and
effectiveness of planning is very good and children are prepared very well for entry into Year
1. Thecurriculum isfirmly based on early learning gods and the Six areas of learning for the
under fives.

Nationa guiddines are now used for the teaching of dl subjects and planning has improved
not only for each year and term, but aso for each week. Teachers have identified targets for
each learning activity and, where appropriate, for each group of pupils. This added
thoroughness is often strengthened where teachers use the information gained about the
quality of learning to amend the planning for the next activity. The very good srategy of
sharing the teaching and learning targets with pupils for each lesson is not aways carried out
to best effect. Sometimes activities do not dways have the same degree of clarity desrable
if dl pupilsareto be clear about the purpose of the lesson.

Teachers planning takes very good account of pupils with specid educationa needs whose
individual educeation plans clearly provide for gainsin skills, understanding and knowledge in
arange of subjects including mathematics. In the best lessons observed, the work provided
for this group was well structured and classroom assstants supported pupils effectively.

Many interesting and val uable opportunities are undertaken to extend and enrich the quality
of the curriculum. Pupils are taken out to investigete the local community making well-
planned vidtsto local places of interest, whether to the local church or chapd, butterfly farm,
mill or seeside. Older pupils are provided with resdentia experience, which contributes
very well to their persona and socid development. In addition to a very good range of
vigts, pupils benefit widdy from agood range of vistors, which include authors, sorytellers,
hedlth workers, and musicians, dl of whom add to the qudity of the curriculum.

Provison for out-of-school activitiesis very good and staff give generoudy of ther time.
Depending on the time of year, there are arange of opportunitiesincluding footbal, dance,
recorders, and numerous opportunities for pupils to develop their ICT skills during
lunchtimes and after school with planned opportunities matched to al ages and abilities

The school has developed positive and very congtructive relaionships with schoolsin the
immediate locality and, where appropriate, share experiences such as music workshops and
multiculturd themes.

Work experience is offered to students from local secondary schools, asis training for non-
teaching staff for children aged three to five and thisis carried out very well. Although there
are no definite links with the business community, Sponsorship has been pursued, for
example, to extend fiction and non-fiction resources.

Overdl, the provison for pupils spiritual, mord, socid and cultural development is very
good, and despite the increased rigours of the wider curriculum has been improved since the
last ingpection. Provision for mora and socid development are very good, and are good for
spiritual and cultural development.
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45,

46.

47.

Provison for pupils spiritud development isgood. There were some gppropriately planned
opportunities for pupilsto reflect on their experiences during good qudity daily acts of
school worship when considering what makes each other specid, or when using circle time
to share why ‘we are different’. Sometimes, opportunities are missed when responding to
issues and experiencesin the wider curriculum. Pupils work well together and vaue the
contributions and fedings of others. Religious education lessons play a senstive part in
rasing an understanding and awareness of a child's place in a multi-faith society and the
quality of rdaionshipswithin school isexcdlent. Pupils consder and reflect on issues which
are sgnificant to human experiences such aslove, caring and suffering.

Provision for pupils mora development isvery good. The commitment to developing very
good strategies to make pupils more responsible for their own standards of behaviour has
been effective, including the involvement of groups and individuds in negotiating their own
classrules. The programme of persond, socia and hedth educeation, school assemblies,
circletime, dl contribute to this very good provison.

Provision for pupils socid development isvery good. Rdationships are excellent and are a
drength of the school. They contribute sgnificantly to the very good behaviour observed.
Many examples were observed of pupils helping each other to succeed as when sharing
computers, or willing others to succeed during group activities. Pupils have agood
understanding of how to relate to others in society and how to become good citizens. They
have observed people who help us, and have visited churches and elderly people to share
their many tdents. They are most generous when adopting charities to respond to the needs
of others. Although there is not a school council, pupils have contributed to suggestions such
as how to improve the school environment including the playground, wildlife and pond aress.
Pupils are asked to comment on their likes and didikes within the local environment and are
often challenged to say how they could improve what they see such astidying litter and road
safety. Older pupils are chalenged to develop very good research skills when using the
classlibraries or using the internet to extend their own knowledge and understanding.
Teachers plan for independence and responsibilities and resources are readily available and
independently ble.

Provision for pupils culturd development isgood. There is an appropriate balance between
an awareness of their own culture and a grester knowledge and understanding of the
experiences, beliefs and cultures of others. A good range of planned learning experiences,
vigts and vigtors have provided pupils with arich understanding of their own culture.
Rdigious education has contributed effectively to a good understanding of other cultures and
beliefs, with pupilsin Year 3 having a good understanding of the Hindu and Skh Festival of
Light — Diwali. Pupils recount enthusadticaly their experiences of Indian stick dancing,
which helped to promote a grester understanding of the multi-faith and multi-cultural society
in which they live

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

48.

The school cares very well for its pupils, and there is very good provision for support and
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49,

50.

5l

52.

53.

guidance. The high sandards noted &t the last ingpection have been maintained and
improved. The school has good procedures for assessing pupils atainment and progress
and thisimprovement is a sgnificant factor in raising pupils standards of attainment.

The gtaff know the pupils very well, and provide a caring atmosphere that contributes greatly
towards pupils learning. Pupils specid educationa needs are met and there is effective
additiona support from outsde agencies. The arrangements for hedlth, safety, and child
protection are good. Staff know pupils with medica conditions and the arrangements for
first ad are satisfactory. The school regularly checks the safety of the premises and ensures
that pupilslearn safely, including the procedures relating to safety in using the internet.

The procedures for monitoring and improving attendance are good. Parents are reminded
about the importance of good attendance and punctuality. Pupilswith good attendance
receive certificates. Attendance rates and lateness are monitored carefully. Unexplained
absence is followed up promptly.

Theindividua support provided for pupils with statements of special educationa needs and
for the mgority of other pupils on the school’ s register of specia educationd needs enables
them to successfully access the curriculum at an appropriate level.

Overdl, the qudity of the school’s procedures to monitor the progress of pupilsis good.
However, there are very good systems in place to monitor the progress of individua pupils
in English and mathematics. Test results are carefully recorded over time to give an ongoing
record of how each pupil isprogressing. Targetsin literacy and numeracy are regularly set
for groups of differing ability within each class. These targets are shared with parents and
regularly reviewed. In design and technology, the school is aware of the need to develop a
manageable system to enable teachers to record gainsin what pupils know, understand and
can do and then to use this information to plan for further improvement.

There are very effective measures to monitor and promote good behaviour. Staff expect
high standards and reinforce good behaviour through recognition and encouragement. In the
past there was a concern that some pupils were alittle unruly at playtimes, however, this
issue has been addressed very well. The mid-day supervisors have received training to help
maintain high standards of behaviour, and the rota for lunchtime games and computer
sessonsworkswell. The schoal rules are discussed in circle time and pupils know exactly
what is expected. Parents are well informed and support the behaviour policy. There are
effective systems for monitoring unsatisfactory behaviour but these are rarely needed. There
are very few occasions of unkindness or bullying and dl incidents are quickly addressed.
There are very effective sysemsin place to promote educationd inclusion.

The school monitors and promotes pupils persond development very well through
assemblies, circletime, clear communications, and effective links with parents. These help
daff to note developments and identify concerns. Pupils confidence and sdlf-esteem are
promoted very well through very good relationships and every aspect of schoal life.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?
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55.  Parentsare very pleased with al aspects of the schodl’s provison. The parents who
responded to the questionnaire and attended the parents meeting were fully supportive of
every aspect of the school, and most felt confident that the school was extremey well led
and managed. They were highly complementary and supportive of the headteacher.

I nspection evidence supports the very positive view of parents. The school has avery
effective partnership with parents, which supports pupils learning very well.

56.  Theinformation provided for parentsisvery good. There are regular newdetters. The
prospectus and governors annua report provide agood summary of what is going onin
school. Parents are kept very well informed about their children’s progress. The end-of -
year reports are good. They are easy to read. They clearly state what pupils have learned,
and what they need to concentrate on in the future. However, it is not aways clear how
pupils achievements match the standard expected. Parents receive an additiond report in
the middle of theyear. They meet formdly with the teachers in the autumn and spring term
in order to discusstheir children’s progress. Thereis an open day in the summer term and
the teachers are readily ble at other times. The schoal is quick to involve parentsiif
there are problems. Termly class newdetters keep parents well informed on what is being
taught and how they can help.

57.  Thecontribution of parentsto their children’slearning is very good. The school works
closaly with parents and checks their views through questionnaires. They are encouraged to
raise concerns and keep the school informed about their children. There are very good
arrangements for introducing parents and their children to the reception class. Parents are
very satisfied with the arrangements for homework. They support their children with
reading, spelling, mathematics, and games. The Parent Teacher Association workswell in
organising activities and raising funds. Many parents support their children at specid
occasions such as concerts, class assemblies, and sports day. Some parents help in school
with reading, visits, and projects such as the pond area and Christmas decorations.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

58.  Very good progress has been made since the last inspection in 1997 and the headteacher,
who was gppointed following this, has made great strides in moving the school forward and
gandards are improving sgnificantly in most subjects. Teaching is good, with many very
good features, and the curriculum is very rich, broad and balanced. Pupils with specid
educationd needs are very well provided for. Overdl, the leadership and management are
of avery high qudlity.

59.  Atthetime of thelast ingpection there were a number of key issues linked to the leadership
and management of the school. Very good progress has been made in tackling dl the issues
except one. The successes are: the introduction of avery good strategic school
development plan, involving governors and staff in decison making; improved budgetary
planning and financid control and very good systems for monitoring the impact of spending
on atainment and progress. The one area which has remained unchanged, is the building of
an additiona room for the headteacher and staff, however, it islikely that thiswill be
addressed in the future. The school has worked hard to improve the interior
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60.

61.

62.

63.

accommodation and externa refurbishment has recently taken place. The result isthe
creation of abright, simulaing and purposeful learning environment.

The headteacher provides excdllent leadership. All the teaching staff share a number of
responsibilities, which they carry out very well indeed. Everyone works together as avery
effective team. Thisincludes non-teaching and administrative staff, lunchtime supervisory
gaff and the school caretaker. Governorstake greet pridein their role as * critical friends
and have many strengths that they bring to the management of the school. They play avery
full rolein deciding the school’ s priorities and setting the budget. They are fully aware of the
strengths and the weaknesses in the school and they know what has to be done for the
schoal to improve further. The school development plan is very good and will lead the
school forward successfully. It is closaly costed, with clearly laid out timescaes and
respongbilities so that everyoneis involved and committed to improving the work of the
school.

The headteacher and her team are very clear about their priorities in improving standards,
teaching and learning. There are very good systems for monitoring the work of the school
and these have had a significant impact on the improvements so far. Targets are set for
individuals and groups in English, mathematics and science and these are monitored
regularly. The teachers are very focused on the performance of their pupils and the process
contributes very effectively to the overdl am to improve sandards. Teaching and learning
are monitored very well in English, mathematics and science. Teechers performanceis
monitored very effectively and dl of this feeds into improving standards across the board.

The governing body fulfilsal of its satutory requirements effectively. Governors know the
school very well and they are kept very well informed about wheat is actudly happening in the
school. The chair and other governors visit the school regularly and monitor the curriculum
well. They undertake their respongbilities conscientioudy and they assst in the school on a
regular basis. They maintain very good links between the school and the community.
Governors know how the school performs againg nationd standards and those of smilar
schools. They are aso very clear about the standards the school achieves. Thisinformation
hel ps them when they are setting targets for improvement.

Governors are fully involved in the budget setting process. Adminidrative Saff are very
good, giving valuable support to the headteacher and governorsin the area of financia
planning. Resources are managed very carefully including the additiond funding for pupils
with specia educationa needs. These pupils make very good progress. Governors,
headteacher and staff are fully committed to achieving the best value for money and the
principles of best vaue are dways consdered and implemented. Although it costs alot of
money to educate the pupils at Gayton C of E VC Firgt School, this money iswell spent and
the school provides good vaue for money because of the very high standards achieved by
the time pupils leave the school. Some training is shared with other schoolsin the Cluster
Group. This proves effective as teachers expertise and skills are shared and everyone
benefits greatly. Priorities are firmly based on the school improvement plan and budgets are
alocated appropriately.

The school has agood number of suitably qualified saff and the combination of their
experience and expertise successfully meets the demands of the curriculum. The school uses
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65.

606.

carefully targeted training to increase the expertise of both teachers and non-teaching steff.
Professona development is clearly linked to the school development plan and to the needs
of the school and thisis very effective. Support saff are very well deployed and they
provide very vauable support for dl pupils, including those with specid educationa needs.
The very effective teamwork contributes positively to the attainment, learning and
development of the pupils. All members of the school family make a sgnificant contribution
to the effective day-to-day working of the school and a shared commitment to the school’s
SUCCESS.

The accommodation is satisfactory overdl, enabling the curriculum to be taught effectively.
The school building is secure, clean and well maintained. The school makes the best
possible use it can of its resources and compensates for its lack of insde space for physica
education by arranging for pupils to share facilities to develop swimming and gymnadtics.
Classlibraries are well organised and the provison for ICT isgood. The grounds have
satisfactory hard and grassed areas, with a secure outside play areafor reception pupils.
The adjacent well maintained field is used for ports and games.

Resources have improved further and are now good. The range of fiction and non-fiction
books in the library, provide greater support for subject areas. All resources, including

computers are used well. The only areathat is under-resourced is design and technology.
Resources for pupils with specia educational needs are good and effective use is made of
vidits to places of interest to enhance teaching, learning and pupils persond development.
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WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

67. Gayton C of E Voluntary Controlled First School provides pupils with avery effective leve
of education and there are many strengths in what it does. Asthe school has dready
identified, to improve even further, the governors, headteacher and staff should:

(1) Raisestandardsin design and technology by :

Making sure that teachers throughout the school build progressively on what pupils
know, understand and can do.
(paragraphs: 9, 107, 108 and 111)

Providing teachers with the opportunity to observe the best practice in the school.
(paragraph: 107)

Increasing the opportunities for pupils to practise their designing and making skills
and improve existing resources.

(paragraphs. 9 and 111)

Ensuring that dl activities are well planned throughout the schoal.
(paragraphs. 108 and 111)

Sharpen up the systems for recording what the pupils have learnt in alesson.
(paragraphs. 52 and 111)
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of |essons observed 25
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 20
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
Number 1 13 6 5 0 0 0
Percentage 4 52 24 20 0 0 0

The table gives the number and percentage of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about
teaching. Care should be taken when interpreting these percentages as each lesson represents more than four percentage points.

I nformation about the school’ s pupils

Pupilson the school’sroll Nursery | YR-Y7
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) N/A 51
Number of full-time pupils known to be digible for free school medls N/A 7
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery | YR-Y7
Number of pupils with statements of specia educationa needs N/A 0
Number of pupils on the school’ s specia educational needs register N/A 8
English as an additional language No of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additiond language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usud time of first admission 3
Pupils who left the school other than at the usud time of leaving 2

* N/A = not applicable
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Attendance

Authorised absence

%

School data

5.8

Unauthorised absence

%

Nationa comparative data

5.6

School data

0.1

Nationa comparative data

0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2)

Year | Boys | Gils | Totd
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 1 for the 2001 11 10 21
latest reporting year
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Boys 10 11 11
Numbers of pupilsat NC Girls 10 10 10
level 2 and above
Tota 20 21 21
Percentage of pupils School 95 (75) 100 (75) 100 (92)
a NClevel 2 or above National 84 (83) 86 (84) 91 (90)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 11 11 11
Numbers of pupilsa NC Girls 10 10 10
level 2 and above
Tota 21 21 21
Percentage of pupils School 100 (75) 100 (92) 100 (92)
a NC level 2 or above National 85 (84) 89 (88) 89 (88)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.
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Ethnic background of pupils Exclusionsin the last school year

No of Fixed | Permanent
pupils period
. , Black — Caribbean
Black — Caribbean heritage 0 heritege 0 0
Black — African heritage 0 Black — African heritage 0 0
Black — other 0 Black — other 0 0
Indian 0 Indian 0 0
Pakigtani 0 Pakigtani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 0 Chinese 0 0
White 43 White 0 0
Any other minority ethnic group 0 Other minority ethnic 0 0
groups
This table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only. This table gives the number of exclusions of pupils of
compulsory school age, which may be different from the
number of pupils excluded.
Teachers and classes Financial information

Qualified teachersand classes. YR-Y3

Tota number of qudified Financid year
teachers (FTE) 33 2001
Number of pupils per qudified
16
teacher
Average classsze 17 £
Education support saff: YR-Y3 Totd income 179,418
Total number of education ,
support staff 4.0 Totd expenditure 175,707
Tota aggregate hours worked , .
per week 47 Expenditure per pupil 3,254
Bd ance brought forward from 11,084
previous year
Baance carried forward to next year | 14,795
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Recruitment of teachers

Number of teachers who left the school during the last two years 13
Number of teachers appointed to the school during the last two years 13
Total number of vacant teaching posts (FTE) 0
Number of vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of aterm or more (FTE) 13
Number of unfilled vacancies or vacancies filled by teachers on temporary contract of less 0

than one term (FTE)

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturnrate

Number of questionnaires sent out 53

Number of questionnaires returned 25

Per centage of responsesin each category

Strongly | Tendto Tendto | Strongly Don't
agree agree disagree | disagree know

My child likes school. 68.0 280 40 0 0
My child is making good progressin school. 520 440 40 0 0
Behaviour in the school is good. 36.0 52.0 40 0 80
My child gets the right amount of work to do at home. 56.0 36.0 40 0 40
Theteaching is good. 480 48.0 40 0 0
Ioﬁfn kept well informed about how my child is getting 500 240 40 0 0
\I/v\:\t/ﬁL:;: S ;ste?(l) r?;)r;rfgrrt)z:glbtla :nt;(.)ut approaching the school 720 200 40 40 0
;’ilﬁseosrcﬁgro:)g;?ects my child to work hard and achieve 480 480 0 40 0
The school works closely with parents. 520 400 0 4.0 4.0
The school iswell led and managed. 64.0 280 0 40 40
;reizgr:]rsl'p;lei.s hel ping my child become mature and 56.0 400, 0 40 0
The school provides an interesting range of activities 520 320 80 0 80

outside lessons.

Summary of parents and carers responses

68.  The parents who responded to the questionnaire and attended the parents meeting were
fully supportive of every aspect of the school, including the headteacher and the teaching
daff. Mogt felt that the school was extremely well led and managed. They were highly
complementary and supportive of the headteacher.

Other issuesraised by parents

69.  Inresponse to the questionnaires and at the meeting, parents had few negative views of the
school.

70.  Ingpection evidence supports the very pogtive views of dl parents.
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PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE

CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

71.

72.

73.

There have been very good improvements since the last ingpection in provison for children
in the Foundation Stage and it is now very good. Children are admitted to the Reception
classin the September or January nearest to thelr fifth birthday. There are currently eight
Reception children in the Reception/Y ear 1 class.

Children enter Reception with broadly average attainment. Staff complete initia assessment,
which provides them with avery clear overview of the children’s capabilities. Basdine
assesaments take place during the first six weeks in Reception. The information is used very
well to provide avery good curriculum based on ‘the stepping stones' in the Six areas of
learning. Children with specid educationd needs are identified early and al the children are
fully included in the wide and varied activities that are planned for them. By the end of the
Foundation Stage, most children are on course to achieve their targetsin the early learning
godsin al areas of learning. However, asgnificant minority with specid educationa needs
will not achieve these.

The qudlity of teaching and learning is very good overdl. Thereisvery good teamwork
between teacher and support staff and this helps teaching and learning to be very effective.
Staff work very well together to create a stimulating and safe environment. There are very
good assessment procedures in place and the teacher uses thisinformation very wel to
identify individua needs and inform planning the next tasks for the children. Learning
resources are good and staff use them well to support learning. Children with specid
educationa needs are supported very well which greetly enhancestheir learning. All
children, including those with specia educationa needs, make very good progress
throughout the Foundation Stage. Very postive links with parents are in place and thereis
regular daily contact, which helps to promote the very good relationships that exist between
gaff, parents and children. The main improvements since the previous ingpection have been
in planning and resources especialy for the outdoor area of play. Thereisavery good
Foundation Stage policy in place and a good range of equipment including pedaled vehicles.

Personal, social and emotional development

74.

Provison for children’s personal, socid and emotional development isvery good. When
they start school most children have average socid skills. They take turnsin games, most
dress themsdlves and they quickly become independent. They enjoy playing ingde or
outside and they concentrate well. Teaching isvery good, so that by the time they are ready
to sartin Year 1 most are on course to achieve the early learning godsin thisarea A
sgnificant minority will exceed these. Children are happy to come to school and quickly
gain in confidence in sdlecting activities and tidying away. These skills are wdll fostered, and
the wide range of opportunities encourages them to make choices successfully and to initiate
their own ectivities. Behaviour and attitudes are very good and children respond very well
to indructions. Adults promote the children’ s independence very well and thisiswhy they
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make very good progress. Children develop agood understanding of other cultures and
Chrigtian beliefs.

Communication, language and literacy

75.

Mogt children enter Reception with average skills in communication, language and literacy.
The quality of teaching and learning in this areais very good and this helps children to make
very good progress. Mogt of them are on course to achieve the early learning goas by the
timethey enter Year 1. A sgnificant minority are on target to exceed these. The children’s
skills are developed very well through literacy work. The teacher and support Saff plan the
work very well and this has avery good impact on learning. They have very high
expectations of children’s atainment and behaviour and hold their interest well. Staff make
very good use of questions to encourage aresponse, for example, ‘Why can't the little bear
deegp? Children are very keen to respond and listen well to each other. They enjoy
listening to stories such as Hop, Hop Kangaroo and using letter sounds to identify smple
words. They understand how books are organised and enjoy looking at them. They are
beginning to understand that print conveys meaning, and books are taken home regularly to
share with parents. Most children recognise and write their own names and children are
given vauable opportunities to practise writing. A sgnificant minority of children form ther
letters correctly and write underneeth their teacher’ swriting. All children enjoy acting out
rolesin the Victorian classroom.

Mathematical development

76.

When children enter Reception their attainment in mathematics is broadly average. Staff
provide awide range of activities, which are imaginative and enjoyable, with a strong focus
on counting out the teddies and dinosaurs and place the correct number by the appropriate
card. By the end of the Reception Y ear most of the children are on course to achieve their
early learning goas and a significant number will exceed these. Counting is built on very well
in Reception and most children count accurately to 20. The higher achieving children are
suitably chalenged and dl children gain a good understanding of colour, shape and sze. The
quality of teaching and learning is very good and children with specid educationd needs are
very well supported so that their learning is very effective and they make very good

progress. Tasksare st at the right level, and very good on-going assessment gives accurate
information about what the children have learnt.

Knowledge and under standing of theworld

77

Provision and teaching for the children to develop knowledge and understanding of the
world around them are very good. This helps children’s learning and they make very good
progress. Most children are on course to achieve their early learning god's by the end of the
Reception Y ear and a ggnificant minority will exceed these. Thisis particularly sointhe
skillsof ICT, with the result that most children are confident in using the mouse to follow
smple computer programs in literacy, mathematics and a range of other applications. For
ingtance, children can use the mouse effectively to activate Smple animations on the screen.
They enjoy practisng ther cutting, joining and sticking skills when making a collage picture
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of the boat trip to the Idand of Struay. They are confident, and show increasing awareness
of festivals and specid events such as Bonfire Night and Remembrance Day. Children use
congtruction bricks to make successful models of houses and lorries. Effective useis made
of resources to support children’slearning. They are developing a good sense of time and
place and have a growing awareness of their own culture and other peopl€'s cultures.

Physical development

78.

Children of dl ahilities make very good progress and by the time they reech their fifth
birthday most are on target to achieve the early learning goals for the age group, and a
sgnificant minority will exceed these. Teaching is very good and activities are carefully
planned to systematicaly develop children’s skills. They play safely and can ride their
wheedled vehides competently. They enjoy practisng physica skills such as climbing and
balancing. They show an increasing awareness of space, move confidently and are well co-
ordinated. They make safe and effective use of large and small equipment, and have a very
good awareness of hedlth and safety issues. Children’ s dexterity is developed very well
through playing in the sand and water, rolling, cutting and threading beads. Their writing and
gluing skills are developed very well and they handle glue, pencils, scissors and paint brushes
successully.

Creative development

79.

Children enter school with average creetive skills. Most children are on course to achieve
ther targets by the end of the Reception Y ear and a significant minority will exceed these.
Children make very good progress because the qudity of teaching is very good. Activities
are wdll planned and appropriate to the children’s stage of learning. They express their own
ideas very well in pattern and they learn about colours, pattern and texture. Mot children
can use paint effectively and use arange of colours. They know how to hold a paintbrush
effectively and most control paint to ensure thet it does not drip. Their imagination is
developed very well in the areas of story telling and imaginative play. They respond very
well to music and Sing awide range of songsto develop their literacy and numeracy skills.
They enjoy music and action songs such as The Farmer’sin the Den. They learn how to
handle smple percussion instruments correctly in music lessons. They creste agood range
of modds. Children in Reception have many vauable opportunities to express their own
ideas and communicate their fedings through role-play.

ENGLISH

80.

Very good progress has been made since the last ingpection. In the testsin 2001, the seven
year olds achieved very high standardsin reading (in the top five per cent nationdly) and
well above standards in writing. The school reached its English targets for 2001 and some
pupils exceeded these, despite them being sufficiently chalenging. Ingpection findings
indicate the standards at the end of Y ear 2 are above those expected for the pupils ages.
The reason for the difference between the most recent test results and ingpection judgements
on standards is because the proportion of pupils achieving the higher Level 3 will be reduced
due to a significant number of pupilsthisyear on the specid educationa needs regider.
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82.

Standards are well above averagein Year 3. Pupilswith specid educational needs make
very good progressin relaion to their ability. Boys have done lesswell than girls at reading
and writing but the school knows about this and istackling it very well. Boys are achieving
better dl round. There are anumber of reasons for pupils sgnificant gains-

teaching is good, with many very good festures. It iswell focused and the Nationdl

Literacy Strategy has had a positive impact on standards and teaching;

the English curriculum is very good and staff know the subject very well;

there are very effective systems for monitoring attainment and tracking progress. This

means that difficultiesin learning can be identified and tackled quickly.

By the age of seven, standards in gpesking and listening are good. Pupilsin Year 3 have
very good spesking and listening skills. Teachers provide very good opportunities for pupils
to develop their spesking and listening skills and this is boosting attainment. They set up the
introductory part of lessons so that pupils have time to share what they know and have
learnt, and they acquire and use the language associated with the topic. A very good
example of thisoccurred in Year 1 where pupils worked hard with the teacher to write their
own story about not being able to deep.  Pupils confidently made suggestions, some of
which were used in the story. Throughout the school, teachers encourage pupils, when
working in pairsor in smal groups, to discuss their work with each other. They vaue one
another’ s views and frequently this takes their own understanding on a bit further. Teachers
place appropriate emphasis on teaching the correct terminology, asina'Year 3 reigious
educetion lesson on Diwali. Most pupils have a good vocabulary and they use the words
they know to good effect. Vocabulary is expanded well asit is associated with the different
topics and subjects across the curriculum.  Pupils make good progress throughout the infant
stage and very good progressin Year 3. Pupils with specid educationa needs make very
good progress throughout the school. Most pupils respond thoughtfully to adults' questions.
They are keen to answer questions based on poetry such as Picnic Tree and Another Day
inYear 2. The higher attaining pupils make their meaning very clear and al pupils spesk
with growing confidence. Teachers effectively model the pupils answers into correct
sentences and this helps pupils to extend their ideas successfully.

By the age of seven, most pupils achieve above average sandards in reading. Pupilsin Year
3 achieve well above average expectations for pupils of their age. Teachers know the pupils
well and very good use is made of assessment to assist their learning. Pupils' reading skills
are broadly average when they start school and as they move through schoal dl pupils,
including those with specia educational needs, make very good progress. InYears1 and 2
the pupils build successfully on their knowledge of letter sounds and combinations. These
are taught in awel-gtructured way with plenty of time for pupilsto practise. This helpsthem
to become fluent readers. Average and higher attaining pupils develop their knowledge and
understanding of letter sounds more speedily, which helps them to tackle new and unfamiliar
words. InYear 3 pupilsread fluently and accurately and speak with first hand knowledge of
arange of different authors including Dick King-Smith, Roadd Dahl and JK Rowling.
Reading record books are used well throughout the school. They demongtrate the pupils
very good progress as well as regular monitoring by teachers. They are dso an effective
means of keeping parents informed of their child's reading skills. Most older pupils are
skilful at finding information from various sources such as literature, reference books and
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85.

CD-ROM.

Standards of writing are above average at the age of seven. Average and higher attaining
pupils write interesting accounts of vigits, sories, poems and reports using Smple sentences.
Lower ataining pupils communicate their ideas through smple phrases and words. Their
vocabulary is good and they are developing interesting ideas. Teachers plan and prepare
work that interests and motivates the pupils. They are improving their gbility to write and
communicate more effectively through the teachers proficient use of ICT. Pupilsin Year 3
achieve very good standards of attainment in relation to pupils of their age. Thisisdueto
very good teaching and very good modelling of writing for the pupils. For example, pupils
worked very hard with the teacher to create a very good qudlity * SHAPE'® poem about a
snake, resulting in avery good quality poem. For example, * Smooth and diding, Sometimes
hiding, Seeping slently, Ferocioudy gliding!” Pupils are taught to use punctugtion in their
work and thisis having a strong impact on standards. Pupils are encouraged to use their
writing skillsin other subjects such as writing reports and recording their findings in science
and describing what it was like to be a child in a Victorian School. Mogt pupilsjoin up their
handwriting by the end of Year 2. Only the lower attaining pupils still print and sometimes
their writing lacks fluency. There is awhole school approach to teaching phonics’, which is
having agood influence on improving pupils knowledge of letter sounds. The higher
ataining and average ataning pupils understand and identify spdling petternsin smple
words and this speeds up their progress.

The teaching of English is good with good improvementsin the qudity of teaching and
learning throughout the school. The qudity of teaching and learning isvery good in Year 3.
Panning is very good, objectives are clear and tasks are matched well to pupils ability.
Teachers are confident in delivering the Nationd Literacy Strategy and consistency in the
management of lessonsisimproving pupils progress. Teachers know their pupils well and
they are good at assessing what the pupils have learnt in alesson —asinaYear 1 lesson
where pupils andysed why the little bear could not desp. Marking is carried out regularly
and there is consstent use of individuad target setting for pupils. Very good use is made of
support staff to support the needs of pupils of al capabilities. Pupils are well motivated and
keentolearninlessons. ICT isused well to support teaching and learning especidly in
religious education, history, geography, mathematics and science.

The subject is very well managed and there is a clear, shared plan for the way forward. The
co-ordinator has established very good systems for monitoring and evaluating standards,
teaching and learning which provide accurate and up-to-date information o that trends are
identified. Day-to-day assessment isvery good and is used well as abasis for planning the
next sagesin learning for dl the pupils. Listening skills are being developed wdll across the
curriculum, especidly inwriting. Pupils lisen very carefully to one another’ s views and vaue
their contributions to lessons. The classlibraries are used well to support pupils
independent learning skills. The libraries are used well in meeting the objectives of the
Nationa Literacy Strategy.

® A ‘SHAPE' poem is one in which the text sketches the outline of the poem’s subject.
* Phonics is a strategy used in the teaching of reading to improve pupils’ knowledge of letter sounds.
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MATHEMATICS

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

Overdl, gandards in mathematics are above those found nationdly in primary schools for
pupils by the age of seven. In testsfor seven year oldsin 2001, results were well above
when compared with al schools nationaly and are in the highest five per cent when
compared with schools of asimilar background. In addition, standards were well above at
the higher Leve 3 when compared not only with smilar schools but dso when compared
with schools nationdly. Progress for this group of pupils now aged eight has accelerated,
and gandards remain high, with girls performing only margindly better than boys. Sincethe
last ingpection, when standards were judged to be in line with those typica for pupils aged
seven nationdly, there has been a sgnificant increase in pupils achieving sandards typicd for
their age nationdly both for the typicd Level 2, and dso for the higher Level 3. Evidence
gathered during the ingpection from lesson observations, scrutiny of work in pupils books,
including those from lagt year, and discussons with pupils and staff, indicates that sandards
in mathematics will remain above those found typicd nationdly by theend of Year 2 a the
lower Leve 2, but that the proportion of pupils achieving the higher Level 3 will be reduced
due to aggnificant number of pupils this year on the register of pupils with specid
educational needs.

By the age of seven, pupils of lower ability, and those with specid educationa needs have an
gppropriate knowledge and understanding of place vaue to 100 and solve money problems
using menta calculations. They choose appropriate strategies for adding and subtracting and
are experiencing smple fractions such as haves and quarters. They understand anglesin
turning and begin to estimate and then measure using non-standard and standard units.

Higher attaining pupils have a very good knowledge of addition and subtraction facts to 20,
and mentdly recall 4, 5, and 10 timestable facts. They are acquiring very good knowledge
of place value to 1000 and recognise patterns and sequences of odd and even numbers.
They classfy arange of two-dimensional shapes and three-dimensiond objects according to
their properties and explain reflective symmetry. Pupils measure accurately in centimetres
and estimate appropriatey in metres, and record time in both andogue and digita forms.
They develop patterns of odd and even numbers, and use doubles and near doubles to solve
addition problems. By the age of eight, pupils have consolidated these experiences and have
experienced a grester range of measuring covering length, capacity and time, and they have
investigated a greater range of strategies to solve problems. Pupils competencein
numeracy is developed wdl in science, history, geography and art and design. Their
understanding of place value has widened with pupils knowing what happens to numbers
and place vaue when multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100.

There has been a Sgnificant improvement in using and applying methematica skills and
drategies snce the last ingoection. Pupils are more involved in carrying out investigations
and then explaining how to solve problems. They discuss their work well and are expected
to check their answers. Their work iswell presented and accurate.

The progress made by pupils in mathemétics as they move through Years 1 and 2 is good.
This progress then acceleratesin Year 3 with dl pupils making very good progress
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91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

regardiess of ability or gender. Thereis evidence that progress has improved since the
introduction of the National Numeracy Strategy. Pupils have very good atitudes to their
work throughout. Pupilswith specia educationa needs make good progressin relation to
prior achievement in Years 1 and 2 and very good progressin Year 3.

The overdl qudity of teaching isgood. Good to satisfactory in Years 1 and 2. Inthethree
mathematics lessons observed, the quaity of teaching ranged from very good to satisfactory
by the end of Key Stage 1, to very good in Years 1 and 3. Overdl, progressis congstently
good with some very good teaching in Years 1 and 3. There was no unsatisfactory teaching.
The qudlity of teaching in mathematics has improved sgnificantly since the last ingpection
when it was judged to be good overal.

An appropriate amount of timeis alocated to the subject in dl year groups. Teachers have
implemented the three stages of the National Numeracy Strategy effectively and give due
emphasisto mental and ord work. Overal, the mental and ord introductions are good,
pupils are then sat tasks, which are matched to their gbilities;, and then the summing up
period is used to check gainsin knowledge and understanding. At its best this part of the
lesson is used to introduce new learning or inform pupils about the next stage of learning.

When teaching was mogt effective, teachers planning included clear goas for learning,
questioning was used effectively to congtantly check knowledge and understanding, and
drategies were shared in order to enable pupilsto apply new skills. Overdl, pupils were
well managed, and learning activities were chalenging. Homework is used consgtently to
support teaching and learning in mathematics. At its best mental work was conducted at
good pace and made use of arange of appropriate devices in order for teachersto check
understanding and accuracy. Where appropriate, number cards and squares, and
whiteboards were used with enthusiasm and accuracy.

Pupils were very well behaved in lessons, responded positively to chalenge, and were
attentive and eager to contribute to lessons. They worked co-operatively when required
and maintained concentration. Older pupils used inititive to select srategiesto solve
problems. Pupils presented their work tidily and accurately.

Inthe Year 1 class, pupils developed strategies for *adding on’ with lower attaining pupils
using number pairsto 10, and higher attaining pupils using numbersto 20. InaYear 2 class,
pupils were taught strategies for adding 9 or 11 to a given number, wheressinaYear 3
class pupils were introduced to decimal notation, and were beginning to understand order
when measuring in metres and litres and when using money.

Assesament is used effectively to track gainsin skills, knowledge and understanding and then
thisinformation is used to set targets for improvement. These targets are shared with pupils
and they are informed when they have been successful. Marking is used mainly to record
achievement and give praise. At its best, marking informs pupils of targets met and
chdlenges them to improve further.

Mathematicsis very well led by the co-ordinator. Effective in-sarvice training has raised
teachers knowledge and understanding. The co-ordinator has produced a good policy
gatement and provided advice on curriculum planning. She produces termly action plans
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and as priorities change they are incorporated in the school development plan, which guides
improvement. Performance data from statutory test results has been carefully analysed to
improve the qudity of learning, especidly for higher attaining pupils. The co-ordinator has
monitored the qudity of teaching and learning in mathematics by observing lessons and
examining teechers planning and pupils work. Teachers have been given ord and written
feedback and have been chalenged to improve further. Best practice has been shared with
al teachers. She has strong links with the mathematics governor who helps to monitor the
provison for dl pupilsincluding those with specid educationa needs. Resources for
mathematics throughout the school are good.

A dgnificant and effective investment has been made in resources for supporting
mathematical activitiesusing ICT throughout the school. Programs have been provided to
develop skills and understanding in aregular and consistent manner. Groups of pupils used
computers every day developing themes, which matched the activities planned for that day.
They make effective use of resourcesin the class libraries to support their mathematical
learning.

SCIENCE

99.

100.

101.

102.

The most recent teacher assessmentsin 2001 show that standards were very high in
comparison with the nationa average for pupils by the age of seven. Inspection findings
reflect these standardsin Year 3. By the age of seven, ingpection evidence shows that
pupils are currently above average in attainment the proportion of pupils achieving the higher
Leve 3 will be reduced this year due to a sgnificant number of pupils on the register of
specid educationa needs. All aspects of the science curriculum are covered well with an
increase in planned opportunities for pupils to investigate and find out for themsalves. Since
the last ingpection there has been a thorough revision of the science curriculum resulting in
very good provison. Systemsfor assessing what the pupils know, understand and can do
are wd| developed and inform planning successtully.

Year 1 pupils have a good understanding of the festures of living things. Mot pupils can
distinguish between living and norHliving things and they can identify smple differences
between plants and animas. Science is enjoyed and the pupilstry very hard. All the pupils
are very keen and eager to learn. Teachers and support staff support learning very well and
are successful in developing pupils spesking and listening skills. Ther input engblesthe
pupils to make good progress over time. Pupils with specia educationa needs make good
progress in relation to their prior achievement in Years 1 and 2 and very good progressin
Year 3.

Seven year olds make appropriate observations and measurements in their work. The
higher and average attaining pupils draw smple conclusions from whet they see, for
example, when testing mode vehicles running down aramp. They have agood knowledge
about the places that different creatures and plantslive in. Due to effective teaching they
understand that day and night are caused by the Earth turning away from the sun.

Pupilsin Year 3 do well when they are planning to use afair test as part of their

investigations. In alesson to find out if magnets are equdly strong, they quickly prioritised
how they were going to tackle the task, itemised what they needed and who was going to do

Gayton First School - 38



103.

104.

what. They made redligtic predictions and recorded and evaluated their work well astheir
testing progressed. They evauated their work well & the end of thelesson. All of the pupils
worked hard with good levels of concentration because the task was well planned at the
right levels. This made it both interesting and chalenging. The teacher developed their
literacy and numeracy skillswell. Higher and average ataining pupils successfully drew on
their existing knowledge and the importance of recording was well understood. Lower
attainers dso achieved well in relation to their ability. The task was pitched &t the right level
and the teacher knew the subject well.

Teaching is conagtently good and thisis reflected in pupils work and progress made in
lessons. Lessons are well planned and delivered and no time iswasted. Pupils draw on
their earlier learning successfully and are good at predicting what might happen in an
investigation. They are much better than they were at recording their work, which is negtly
presented in agood range of charts, diagrams, graphs and factud writing. Teachers dways
use the correct scientific vocabulary and this successfully extends the pupils own
vocabulary. ICT isused well and makes a vauable contribution to teaching and learning.

The co-ordinator provides very good clear educationd direction for this subject. She has
worked hard to improve the science curriculum, as well as raisng sandards and in this she
has been successful. Teaching, learning and Standards are monitored effectively. Pupils use
their classlibrarieswell to develop their independent learning skillsin science,

ART AND DESIGN

105.

106.

107.

The atainment of seven year oldsis above that expected for their age and this tandard is
maintained in Year 3. There has been a good improvement since the previous inspection
with the introduction of avery good policy and scheme of work, which have had a postive
impact on teaching and learning. In each year group, pupils make good progress as they
reflect on new skills and techniques in their own work and as they experiment with colour,
light and texture,

Y ounger and older pupils, including those with specia educational needs, make good
progress. They arefully involved in dl aspects of at and design. They redly enjoy the
subject and take alot of pride and care in their work.

Year 1 pupils make good progress with developing and improving their pencil and drawing
skills. Year 1 pupils produced good qudity observationa drawings of leaves, branches,
twigs, conkers, feathers and fir cones. Art and design is used well in other subjects, such as
geography, when Y ear 1 pupils produced a bright collage of people going to Struay on
board aship. InYear 2, pupils continue to develop their skillswell and take a pridein
contributing paintings and designsto their dlassart gdlery. Pupilsin Year 3 have
experienced lifein a Victorian school and depicted this very well in awonderful collage.
Very good links have been made with religious education and an excdlent disolay on Diwdi
includes lovely examples of their rangoli patterns and clay divas. Good use is made of ICT
to generate designs.
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109.

110.

Pupils enjoy art and design lessons, share resources amicably and are keen to discuss thelr
work with others. Older pupils work independently at a chosen task and they behave very
well asthey complete their work.

Teaching of art and design is good with well-planned lessons that ensure awide range of
skills and experiences are built upon each year. Pupils are given time to modify and improve
their work, which is helping to raise sandards. Classrooms are well organised for art and
design work and resources are good.

The subject is very well led and the teaching and learning has been informally monitored
throughout the schooal.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

111.

112.

113.

114.

115.

The attainment of seven year oldsisin line with that expected for pupils of their age. The
below average work on display does not reflect the good practice observed during the

period of the ingpection.

The appointment of a new co-ordinator for design and technology is aready beginning to
have an effect on gandards. Curriculum planning is becoming more closdly linked to
nationa guidelines, with a greater range of activities planned. Her action plan includesa
wider range of making usng a gregter range of materials with activities linked closdly to other
areas of the curriculum.

In the Reception / Year 1 lesson on food technology, when pupils prepared and ate their
baked potatoes, standards were above those typica for pupils of these ages. In this activity,
therewas ahigh leve of pupils being involved in their own learning, not only at the planning
stage but dso at the making stage when they had to choose their fillings. Of particular note
was they way in which pupils evauated their choice of fillings. Older pupils were chalenged
to comment on any improvement. Inthe Year 3 activity, pupils produced nets for three-
dimensiond objectsto make into Noah's Ark and the animals. They completed their tasks
with a high degree of accuracy.

In both lessons seen, one in each key stage, teachers knew their pupils well and questioning
and support was matched to the needs of al and al pupils made very good progress,
including those with specia educationa needs. In both activities, teachers had very high
expectations and shared their teaching and learning objectives with the pupils. All pupils
responded enthusiastically and made very good progress. They collaborated well and used
tools safely. Y ounger pupils showed a good understanding for health and cleanliness when
developing their food technology skills.

Resources are il limited, and ICT is underused to support teaching and learning. The co-
ordinator is aware of the need to develop a manageable system to enable teachers to record
gainsinwhat pupils know, understand and can do and then to use thisinformation to plan for
further improvement.
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GEOGRAPHY

116.

117.

118.

119.

Although only one lesson was observed during the ingpection, a judgement on standards has
been made after having spoken to pupils and the subject co-ordinator; observed planning
and checked the quality of pupils previous and current work and displays. Evidence
indicates that standards have remained above those typica of pupils by the age of seven
since the last ingpection.

Curriculum guidelines, based on nationa recommendations, are now in place, enabling pupils
to make regular and progressive gains in knowledge and understanding. In the one lesson
observed, Year 1 pupils used geographica terms such asriver, hill, bog and loch when
drawing alarge-scae map of the imaginary idand of Struay. Pupils have agood
undergtanding of the smilarities and differences when comparing Struay with Gayton.
Whereas pupilsin Year 1 describe what they ‘can see’ from their bedroom windows on
Struay, by the age of seven, pupils list and compare the physical and human characteristics
of the two locdities and express opinions about their likes and didikes. In Year 3, pupils
use ICT effectively to carry out research skills about other countries. They have responded
positively to the chalenge to produce a guidebook on a country of their choice.

Map work is developed gppropriately with the youngest pupils drawing their route to school
from home. Pupilsin Year 2 have produced a smple map of Gayton and locate features
such as the school, church, chapel, and local shops. They have produced a*Welcome to
Gayton' brochureillusgtrating places * one must se€’ and share opinions as to how the
environment might beimproved. Older pupilslook &t the wider world and investigate
patterns of climate, and vegetation, as well as extending map work to trace popular holiday
destinations. Pupils geographical vocabulary is developed wdll throughout the schoal.

In the one lesson observed, teaching was very good. The pace of the lesson was brisk, and
the teacher had high expectations when chalenging Year 1 pupils to produce a map from a
three-dimensiond modd of Struay. Activities were very well matched to the needs of all
pupils, including those with specia educationa needs. All pupils made very good progress.
They enjoyed their activities, showed very good attitudes and learned enthusiagticdly. They
worked well together and were eager to share their findings. Resources have been well
maintained, and are used effectively. The co-ordinator is aware of the need to develop a
managesble system to record information about the gains in skills, knowledge and
understanding. 1CT isused well to support teaching and learning and pupils make good use
of the classlibraries to research their topics.

HISTORY

120.

Standards have improved and are above those typical of pupils by the age of seven.
Standards have also improved in Year 3, and are now above what istypical for pupils by
the age of eight. Overdl, progressis satisfactory for al pupils, including those with specid
educationd needs, in Key Stage 1 and accelerates to good by the age of eight. Although
only one lesson was observed in each key stage, ajudgement has been reached after talking
to pupils and the subject co-ordinator, observing planning, viewing displays, and checking
pupils work from both thisand last year.
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122.

123.

Detalled curriculum guidelines, based on nationa recommendations, are now in place,
enabling regular and progressive gains in knowledge and understanding. Much of the history
undertaken this term coincides with the school’ s 150th anniversary. Pupils under the age of
sx are excited by their ‘old’ classroom and are cgpable of sharing the similarities and
differences of schools from beyond their living memory. In Year 2, pupils have examined
the building and explored aspects such as the Bell Tower, bricked up doors, flint walls,
metal drainpipes and thick wooden doors. Pupilsin Year 3 have investigated aspects of
Victorian life and have a greater awareness of the society in which their great-grandparents
lived. They have compared toys and games, and considered the life styles of both rich and
poor. Events are plotted on atime line as are other experiences such as their birth and the
opening of the school. Y ounger pupils have plotted events during their short life span, and
gained knowledge and understanding of the links between events by considering themselves
and their families

Overdl, the quality of teaching and learning isgood. Teaching ranges from satisfactory to
very good. Whereteaching isat its bet, planning for historica enquiry is good and pupils
are chalenged to find out things for themsdves, whether it be by visiting museums, dressing
up and being in role for the day; questioning their parents and grandparents, or using ICT,
especidly the internet, to build on skills, knowledge and understanding. There are good
links with literacy, with pupils usng ligs, note taking, and using chronologica and persuasive
writing to investigate past societies. Pupilsin Year 3 have used Clip Art effectivey to
illugtrate their workbooks.

The co-ordinator maintains an overview of the subject by eva uating planning and observing
pupils books. Sheisaware of the need to develop a managesble system to record
information about the gains in skills, knowledge and understanding. Resources are good and
there is an appropriate range of CD-ROM, photographs and books in the school libraries.
Good use is made of these resources to support pupils learning in lessons.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

124.

125.

By the age of seven, pupils atain Sandardsin ICT which are & least typical of those found
nationally for this age group, with evidence that a sgnificant proportion of the pupilsin Years
1 and 2 demongtrate skillswhich are above those expected. Theuse of ICT kills,
knowledge and understanding to support learning across the curriculum in each classsroom is
good. Aspupilsmoveinto Year 3, slandards are above those considered typicd for pupils
aged eight, and dl, including those with specid educationd needs, make very good progress.

Following the last ingpection when standards were judged to be below those typica of
pupils by the age of seven, ICT was given ahigh priority and, supported by governors,
resources were upgraded until now there are seven persona computers and an appropriate
range of software. Additiona funding was alocated to the available nationd funding and
very good in-service training was used to raise the skills, knowledge and understanding of dl
teachers, and the expertise of a specialist teacher acquired by the cluster group of schools
has proved to be a very good investment.
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127.
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129.

130.

Pupilsin Year 1 produced word-processed labels for their mode of theidand of Struay.
Pupilsin Year 2 produced bar chartsto record and represent information gained about
favourite fruits and journeysto school. They had dso used Dazze (an art program) to
create firework picturesusing ‘spray’ and ‘fill’. By Year 3, pupils have made very good
progress and use the internet to develop good research skills. 1n geography they have
produced guidebooks for countries of their choice and in history they have used Clip Art to
decorate their folders with aspects of Victorian life. ICT isused well to support pupils
learning in higtory. Evidence from last year’ swork demongtratesthat in Years 2 and 3,
pupils used computers to extend dl aress of learning and gain agood understanding of how
to control programmable toys. In Year 3, pupils used Beat Box to experience different
preset rhythms and were then challenged to improve by adding repetitive sounds. Pupils
make effective use of databases in mathematics, geography and science and they are
competent in retrieving stored information. Good use is made of adventure games to
develop their ICT Kills.

Overdl, progressis good which is accelerated in Year 3 where dl pupils, including those
with specia educationa needs, make very good progress. Some pupils bring arange of
skillsfrom home. Others have improved through residentia experience, and the decison to
sharethe use of an ICT specidigt through the cluster group of schools has added significantly
to the quality of teaching and learning.

The overd| qudity of teaching isgood. Effectivein-service training has raised the confidence
of teaching and non-teaching staff, despite the fact that the co-ordinator for ICT ison
maternity leave. During the period of the ingpection, some very good teaching by the visiting
Specidist teacher was observed when pupils were challenged to build on their previous
skills. They worked very well in pairs and demongtrated ahigh leve of socid skills.

The co-ordinator for ICT skills has moved the subject forward significantly. She provides
very good, clear educationd direction for the subject. There are very clear guiddinesto
assigt colleagues on how pupils might build on skills, term on term and year on year. She
has introduced assessment procedures so that gainsin skills, knowledge and understanding
might be recorded, and then used to set targets for improvement. She has dso identified
where software needs to be strengthened and arranged so that resources are used
effectively. A consolidation of skills takes place, with two after school clubs and alunchtime
rota extending the range of activities planned during curricular time.

Pupils attitudesto learning are very good and they enjoy ICT. Older pupils accept the
respons bility when expected to work independently or in pairs. They respond postively
and enthusiagtically when chalenged, and work well collaboratively to solve problems.
Pupils are very well behaved, with this good behaviour contributing sgnificantly to the quality
of teaching and learning. Pupils make effective use of the CD-ROM and classlibrariesto
research information.

MUSIC

131.

Attainment has been maintained for the seven year olds since the last ingpection and is above
expectationsfor pupils of thisage. In Year 3, sandards have improved from being
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135.

unsatisfactory to good. All pupils, including those with specid educationd needs, make
good progress. Curriculum planning is good and the quality of teaching is consistently good
across the schoal.

InYears1and 2, pupils singing istuneful and expressve. They have agood sense of pitch
and are given vauable opportunities to practise their performance by the teecher. Year 2
pupilssng We' ve Come to See the Baby enthusiagticaly and they have a good
understanding of rhythm and beat. They perform well as a class orchestrato music by
Edward Strauss. Clear explanations are given about adding suitable, rhythmical
accompaniments. This resultsin pupils demongtrating that they have a good understanding
of tempo asthey play Off We Go! Pupils are encouraged to listen to music and their musica
vocabulary is developed well throughout the school. Vauable opportunities are provided
for them to evauate and refine thair performance.

Pupilsin Year 3 are making good progress on the recorder and demondtrate a lively sense
of rhythm asthey perform Samba. Very good use is made of ICT in composition work,
which enriches both the teaching and pupils' learning. They work very well together in pairs
on composition work and are keen to practise, refine and perform this.

The qudlity of teaching and learning throughout the school is good overdl. Lessonsare
thoughtfully prepared with well-chosen songs such as |’ ve got a Bee in my Bonnet. There
are vauable opportunities for singing, composition work, percusson work and listening and
appraising. The specidist teacher has very good, secure subject knowledge and
understanding and high expectations of the pupils performance. Pupilsliteracy and
numeracy skills are developed well through song and rhythmica compostion. They co-
operate well in group work, listen carefully and have very good attitudes and this helps them
to make good progress.

The main improvement since the previous ingpection has been a strengthening and enriching
of the curriculum resulting in good planning. Vauable links are made between music and
movement. The coordinator provides very good, clear educationa direction for the subject
and opportunities are provided for pupilsto share their skills in performances in the school
and out in the community. Pupils perform in the local church and chape and sing carols
around the village at Chrismastime. They participate in concerts held with loca schoolsin
King'sLynn.

PHYS CAL EDUCATION

136.

By the ages of seven and eight, Sandards in physica education are broadly typical of those
found nationdly, with gppropriate coverage of the Nationa Curriculum reguirements of
gymnastics, dance, swimming and developing team and games skills. The schoal is most
conscious of the lack of indoor accommodation, and the regtrictions this causes.
Consequently, pupils physica development is given a high priority even when thisresultsin
having to pay to share fadilities to develop swimming and gymnastics. The school usesthis
part of the budget to good effect.
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The overdl qudity of teaching is stisfactory. 1n one of the lessons seen, Year 2 pupils
enjoyed their running and jumping activities and used small gpparatus safely. Of particular
note was the way in which pupils demonstrated good persond and socid skills. Not only
were pupilswell behaved, but they aso used space well, listened carefully, and collaborated
very well when putting out and returning equipment. During this and the dance club activity,
pupils showed gppropriate physica and socia skillsand agood level of spatia awareness
and increasing control. There was agood level of enjoyment and pupils were enthusiagtic
about their opportunitiesto perform. Planning is satisfactory, however, thereis no forma
recording of pupils gainsin skills, knowledge and understanding.

The co-ordinator has recently undertaken this subject responsibility and is seeking to
introduce other sponsored opportunities to widen pupil experiences. Sheis aware of the
need to develop assessment procedures in order to record the gainsin skills, understanding
and knowledge and then to use this information to plan for the next stages of learning.

Dance iswell developed with pupils preparing for festivas and events within the locdl
community. Every opportunity is taken to use the playground and the well-managed school
field to develop samdl team and games kills. Although the school does not have ahdl it
makes the best use of its existing resources. The ‘gym trall’ is used effectively and seasond
opportunities such asfootbal and ‘kwik’ cricket are arranged by bringing in expertise.
Teachers and volunteers give generoudy of their time with extracurricular activities such as
dance and football club preparing pupils for competition againgt other schools.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

140.

141.

142.

Pupils attainment at the end of Year 2 is above the expectations of the localy agreed
gyllabus for religious education. By Year 3, dandards are well above expectations for this
age group. The standard of discussion is often very good, for example, when they discuss
Diwdi. Pupilswith specia educationa needs make very good progress and contribute well
to the discusson in lessons. Standards have improved since the last inspection when they
were found to be satisfactory for seven year olds and good in Year 3. There have been
good improvements in planning and resourcing the curriculum and these support pupils
learning well.

The quality of pupils learningin Years 1 and 2 isgood. Pupils recognise the features that
make the local church aspecid place for Chritians. They recall the sgnificance of the life of
Jesus and recognise stories from the Old Testament.  Pupils know the significance of
religious festivals such as Harvest, Christmas and Easter. By seven years of age, pupils can
explain the circumstances in which Jesus entered Jerusalem and can compare the Chrigtian
practices of weddings and christenings with other religious practices. Pupilsin Year 3 have
avery good understanding of how and why Hindus celebrate Diwdli.

Good links are made with assemblies and this helps to extend pupils knowledge aswell as
their understanding. Learning is effective because each unit of work is presented in a
chdlenging way that interests the pupils. Pupils enjoy their work and are very keentojoinin
activities. Ther spiritua, mord and socid development is extended very wdl through their
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work on different reigions, learning the difference between right and wrong and topics on
helping others and learning the vaue of having specid friends. Good, clear progression
through each topic enables pupils to consolidete their earlier learning more effectively.

The quality of teaching and learning is good overdl. All teschers are confident in their
knowledge and understanding of the rdligious education syllabus and about the religions
gudied in the school. The qudity of teaching and learning in Year 3 isvery good and thisis
having a strong impact on standards. Thereis avery good emphass on the spirituad, mord,
socid and culturd development of pupils and on fedings and friendships in many other
activities. The schoal’swork on citizenship is effectively supported. The subject iswell
planned and integrated into the life of the school, giving the pupils awide range of
experiences and building well on their skills, knowledge and understanding. The school’s
high mord and socid vaues are well supported by assemblies and the teaching of religious
education. The attitudes and behaviour of the pupils are very good and the use of ICT
supports pupils learning well. Pupils use their class libraries well to research topics.

The subject is very well co-ordinated and religious education makes a va uable contribution
to the pupils spiritua, mora, socia and cultura development.
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