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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

The schoal is smaller than average, with arall of 141 boys and girls aged from five to deven. There
are more boys than girls and the imbalance is most noticeablein Years 2 and 5. About 13 per cent
of pupils spesk English as an additiona language, though most are fully competent in English. The
schoal’ s population is derived from asocidly mixed area, though some pupils travel from further
afidd. The number of pupils eigible for free school medlsis around the nationd average. The
number on roll has fallen since the last ingpection but the proportion of pupils with specid
educationa needs has risen. Thirty one per cent of pupils have been identified as having specid
educationd needs, thisfigureis above the nationd average. One pupil has a statement of specia
educationd need and five pupils have been assessed and are awaiting a Satement. The number with
gpecid needsis high in some classes and year groups. Pupils join the schoal in the term after thelr
fifth birthday; mogt transfer from a nearby nursery school but afew have had no early experience of
education. A high proportion of pupilsjoin, or leave, the school at other times of the year. The
pupils are organised into five mixed age classes, dthough pupilsin Key Stage 2 are taught in year
groups for literacy and mathematics. Attainment on entry to reception is broadly average this year,
but there are variationsin this pattern from year to year.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisisagood school with many strengths. Standards are risng by the end of Key Stage 2. Most
pupils achieve well, making good progress in response to good teaching. Pupils with specid
educational make satisfactory progress, but at times during the day these pupils need more support.
L eadership and management are good; the headteacher provides strong leadership. The school has
undergone consderable saffing changes in the last two years, which had an unsettling effect. The
gaff team is now in agood position to make further improvements to provison. The school gives
good vaue for money.

WHAT THE SCHOOL DOESWELL

The headteacher provides a clear direction for school improvement.

Provision for pupils socid and mora development is very good.

Pupils behaviour is good and they get on well with each other.

The qudity of teaching is good overdl.

Thereisapostive ethosin which al pupils are vaued.

The school makes good efforts to involve parents in the life of the school and in pupils
learning.
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WHAT COULD BE IMPROVED

The use of time, to redress the balance of the curriculum.
Provison for the pupilsin the Reception class.
The level of specific and generd support for pupils with specia educationa needs.
- Provison for music, in order to raise stlandards.
The areas for improvement will formthe basis of the governors' action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school was last ingpected in 1997, when it was judged to be ‘a school with many strong
features. Sincethen it has made agood leve of improvement. Despite staff changes the school has
forged ahead and tackled the key issuesidentified at the last ingpection. The quality of teaching has
improved from satisfactory to good; resources have been improved and standards haverisenin
information and communication technology; assessment procedures are sharper and are helping
teachersto set targets for pupils, thus raising expectations of what pupils can achieve; agreater level
of chalengeis provided for more able pupils. Againg abackground of a mobile school population
and increasing levels of gpecia educationa needs, the school has maintained its strengths.

STANDARDS

The table below shows the standards achieved by 11 year olds based on average point scoresin
Nationa Curriculum tests,

compar ed with Key
Performance all schools smilar well above average A
in: schools above average B
1998 1999 2000 2000 average C
English E C B B below average D
mathematics B C B B well below average E
science C E D D

This table showsthat in testsin the Y ear 2000 standards were above average in English and
mathematics but below average in science. Standardsin the current Y ear 6 are average in English,
and above average in mathematics and science. Thefluctuation in the results is due to the
differencesin abilities of pupils from year to year, which is more noticesble when the year group is
gmdl.

Key Stage 1 test resultsin 2000 were well below average in reading, writing and mathematics. Half
the pupilsin thisyear group, now in Year 3, have specid educationd needs. Attainment in the
current Year 2 is broadly average in English and mathematics. In both key stages, pupils have good
speaking skills; they are articulate and confident speakers. By Y ear 6, the presentation of pupils
written work is a strength.
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Standardsin music are erratic. Although singing is satisfactory and severd pupils play musica
ingruments, genera classroom music lessons do not offer enough opportunities to develop skillsin
composing, listening, and gpprailsng music.

PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudesto the school | Pupils attitudes are very good. They are keen to learn and enjoy
coming to school.

Behaviour, in and out of | Behaviour is good in the great mgority of lessons and around the

classrooms school. Pupils are polite and friendly. Thereisasmdl number of

pupils who have difficulty conforming to the school expectations of
behaviour. However, behaviour a assembliesis exemplary.

Persona development Reationships are very good and this contributes to an ethos in which
and rdationships pupilsfed secure and valued. Pupils persona development is good.

Attendance Satisfactory. Attendance rates are Smilar to the national average but
unauthorised absenceistoo high.

Very good attitudes towards school, very good relationships and good behaviour underpin the
secure and welcoming environment in the school. Thereisahigh leve of mutua respect. The oldest
pupils display responsible attitudes towards helping others. A smal number of parents persst in
taking their children out of school for holidays.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils: Reception aged 5-7 years aged 7-11 years
L essons seen overdl Satisfactory Satisfactory Good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good;
satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is
adequate and strengths outwei gh weaknesses.

The qudity of teaching is good overdl; this represents an improvement since the last ingpection,
when mogt teaching was satisfactory. Of the 29 lessons seen, teaching fell below a satisfactory leve
inonly one; thiswasin musc. Indl other lessons teaching was at least satisfactory, and in dmost 70
per cent it was good. In over aquarter of lessons at Key Stage 2, teaching was very good. The
quality of teaching and learning is satisfactory in English and mathematics in Key Stage 1 and good in
Key Stage 2. The skills of literacy and numeracy are taught well, particularly towards the end of
Key Stage 2. A particular strength in the teaching is the good quality of questioning that develops
pupils thinking and darifies thair understanding while extending their speeking skills; these factors
contribute much to pupils learning in other areas of the curriculum. There is some lack of
confidence and expertise in teaching music. The school meets the needs of al pupils satisfactorily
within the congtraints of the resources available. By and large, pupils are well managed and teachers
have high
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expectations of their behaviour and response. The purposeful working atmosphere is underpinned
by the very good relationships between pupils and between pupils and teachers. Pupils are
interested and well motivated, maintain agood leve of concentration, and have agenuine desire to
improve and succeed; this helpsthem to learn at agood pace. They take pride in their work.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

The qudity and range of | Satisfactory. The curriculum is broad but dightly imbal anced.

the curriculum Reception pupils need more opportunities to learn through play.
Provison for pupilswith | Satisfactory within the resources avallable. Thereislimited additiond
specia educationa support for many of these pupils. The number of pupils with specia
needs educationa needsin some classesis a challenge to their teachers.

Provison for pupils with
English as an additiond
language

Satisfactory support is given to pupils a an early stage of developing
English. Pupils areintegrated well and generaly achieve a aleve
amilar to that of their peers.

Provison for pupils

Good overdl. Provison for socia and mora development is akey

persond, including grength. Assemblies provide good opportunities for spiritud
Spiritud, mora, socid development but opportunities within the curriculum are missed.
and cultura Culturd development is good.

development

How well the school
caresfor its pupils

Good. Pupils arewd| cared for throughout the day. Adults are
sengtive to thelr needs.

The school has been successful in implementing the literacy and numeracy strategies, but a the
expense of time gpent on some other subjects. A good range of vists and viditors within the
community and further afield enhances provison. The sructure of the day resultsin smal blocks of
time that are not dways used efficiently by teachers. Pupilsin the reception class do not get enough
opportunities to learn through active, practica activities, to choose independently, or to initiate their
own learning. Regtrictions of space and resources are alimitation of the provison. Day-to-day
assessment is good and teachers know their pupils well. The use of assessment information to set
gopropriate targets for pupils and to influence teaching strategies is dill developing, but is beginning
to have a pogitive impact on raisng standards. The school works hard to involve parents in school
life, though not dl respond in a productive way. Parents greetly appreciate the regular information
and the ready willingness of gaff to be available to meet them.
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HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment
Leadership and Good. The headteacher provides strong leadership, underpinned by a
management by the clear philosophy of education. Other key & fulfil their roles

headteacher and other conscientioudy, giving good informa support to their colleagues.
key dtaff

How wdll the governors | Satisfactory. Governors are well informed and have a good
fulfil their responghbilities | knowledge of the schools strengths and weaknesses.

The school’sevaduation | Good. The school evaluates outcomes, then plans and takes

of its performance appropriate action to raise standards.
The drategic use of Good. Prioritiesfor spending are well considered, and the school
resources seeks to gain vaue for money when planning expenditure.

The number of teaching staff is adequate but the school would benefit from additiond support staff
with expertise in helping pupils with specid needs and/or pupils of reception age. The
accommodation places redtrictions on activities for the youngest pupils and is adrain on the budget.
In the past, governors have relied too heavily on the leadership of the headteacher, but there are
ggnsthet ther role in asking chalenging questions and in setting priorities for the schoadl is
developing soundly. The school improvement plan iswell constructed and identifies gppropriate
priorities for improvement, but at present it spans only one yesr.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

Based on the parents questionnaire returned and on views expressed at the parents meeting.

What pleases par ents most What parentswould like to see improved
Their children are happy at school. - Therange of after-school activities.
Staff are approachable when parentshave | - Condgtency in giving and marking
queries or concerns. homework.
The school has high expectations of pupils. | - Support for pupils with specia educationd
Teaching is good. needs.
Pupils behave well and are learning to
become responsible and mature.

The inspection team endorses parents positive views and agrees that more support for pupils with

gpecid educationa needs would be beneficid. The range of after schoal activities, though smadl, is

gmilar to that in many schools and isin keeping with the size of the school. Homework is used well
to support pupils learning in class.
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PART B: COMMENTARY
HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?
The school’ sresults and pupils achievements

1. Basdine assessment of pupils attainment on entry to the Reception class indicates a broadly
average picture in the current year. However, there are variations from year to year, and some year
groups enter with alower than average attainment profile. Reception children make good progress
in persona socia and emotiond development and satisfactory progressin dl other areas of learning.
Most pupils are on course to meet the Early Learning Goals by the end of the foundation stage at the
end of reception year.

2.  Ovedl, gandards arerising gradudly year on year a the end of Key Stage 2 in line with the
rise taking place nationaly. When account is taken of pupils gtarting point they are making
satisfactory progressin Key Stage 1 and good progress during Key Stage 2. 1n comparison with
those of smilar schools, sandards are improving.

3. Realltsin Key Stage 1 testsin 2000 were lower than those of the previous year and show an
gpparent decline over the last four years. Results were well below average in reading, writing and
mathematics and well below the results achieved by smilar schools. Few pupils achieved standards
above the expected leve in reading, and no pupils did so in writing or mathematics. However, the
last two cohorts, now in Year 3 and Year 4, contain asignificant proportion of pupils with specid
educational needs. At Key Stage 2, test results improved overall on those of 1999 and they were
above the national average in English and mathemeatics but below the average in science. The main
reason for the disparity between the subjects was the proportion of pupils achieving above expected
levelsto gain Leve 5. In English and mathematics this proportion was above the nationa figure, and
in science it was below.

4.  Inboth key stages there are dight variationsin the results of boys and girls, but thisisa
complex picture that does not indicate a Significant trend from year to year. In some years boys do
better than girlsand in other yearsthe reverseistrue. The smdl size of year groups means that
comparisons with nationa figures, between year groups and between boys and girls, must be viewed
cautioudy. In addition, the school population is very mobile and pupils leave and join the school a
various times during their school career. This causes difficulties in making comparisons over time
and in setting school targets. For these reasons the school prefersto set individua targets and has
now set up acomprehengve system for monitoring individua progress over time,

5. Thedandards seen during inspection were mainly in line with national averages in reading and
writing, and above average in speaking. Pupils are on course to meet the school’ s targets at the end
of Key Stage 2. In mathematics, the mgority of pupils attain the levels expected for their age and an
increasing proportion of pupilsin Key Stage 2 is beginning to achieve at the higher levels. In
science, standards of work seen are good by the age of eleven and the school predicts that there will
be an improvement in test resultsthis year. 1n both mathematics and science, good attention is given
to developing pupils investigative skills, and thisis enhancing their ahility to gpply their knowledge to
problem solving activities. Overdl, pupils are making satisfactory progressin Key Stage 1 and good
progress by the end of Key Stage 2, in relation to prior attainment. Some evennessin the standards
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achieved and the progress made through Key Stage 2 reflects the current learning needs of the year
groups. InYears 3 and 4, adgnificant proportion of pupils have specid educationa needs and the
progress of these pupilsis generally dower, though satisfactory. Learning is accelerated towards the
end of Key Stage 2, where there is some particularly good teaching of the core subjects. Higher
attaining pupils make good progressin response to the chalenges set them, which represents an
improvement on the Stuation at the time of the last ingpection.

6.  Thequdity of spesking isone of the strengths of the school. Pupils spesk clearly and
confidently in class, particularly when responding to questioning by the teecher. In Key Stage 2,
these good skills are used effectively in question and answer sessions which help pupilsto explain
their thinking and understanding. Reading and writing skills are broadly average at the end of both
key stages. By the age of seven the range of writing includes stories, poems and ‘diary’ entries, al
of which show adeveoping vocabulary and increasing accuracy in letter formation and basic
punctuation. The range of writing is extended wdl in Key Stage 2, and pupilslearn to vary the style
of their writing quite effectively to consder the purpose and audience. They research topics, write
gories for younger pupils, and write concise ingtructiond accounts, for example when recording the
results of scientific experiments. Pupils aso produce arange of play scripts and poetry which
display agrowing ahility to use expressive language for effect. Higher achievers have good
comprehension skills and become more adept a using technica vocabulary. Lower achievers il
make frequent errors in basic punctuation and spdlling. Throughout the school the quality of
presentation of pupils work is generally good and indicates a high level of care and pride.

7. Inmathematics, pupils know by heart the number facts appropriate for their age. They use
mathematical vocabulary correctly in response to the emphasis placed on this by teachers. They
explan how they work out caculations mentally and begin to use what they know to help them solve
every day problems. Older higher attaining pupils are developing a range of strategies for tackling
open-ended investigations and gpproach their work in a systematic way. In science, pupilslearn to
carry out increasingly complex experiments; they develop good scientific knowledge from across the
breadth of the curriculum and use this to make predictions. They observe their results carefully and
record these neatly and accurately.

8.  Sandardsin other subjects are mainly in line with those found nationdly. Standardsin
information and communication technology (ICT) have improved sgnificantly snce the last
ingpection and are now broadly as expected. Provision for music is patchy and thisis reflected in
the gandards achieved. Although pupils sing well and some pupils receive instrumentd tuition and
achieve agood levd of ill, provisonin classmusic iswesker. Pupils generdly have too few
opportunities to develop their skillsin composing, playing insruments and evauating their work.
There are good examples of artwork being produced by the oldest pupils. In history pupils are
ganing agood factua knowledge, but some pupilsin the lower part of Key Stage 2 who have
gpecid educationd needs have difficulty communicating their knowledge through writing.

9.  Thesamdl proportion of pupils at an early stage of spesking English is given sound support,
and they quickly grasp sufficient English to function adequately. The mgority of pupils who spesk
English as an additiond language are fully competent in English and achieve in line with their peers.
Some of these pupils are among the higher attainers.
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10. Pupilswith specid educationa needs make satisfactory progress where they have an
appropriate level of support. Thisisachieved in literacy and numeracy, where the pupils are taught
in year groups, and when there is focused support from the learning assistant. However, when
pupils are taught in large mixed age classes in Key Stage 2, mainly during the afternoon sessions, the
teachers are challenged to meet the wide-ranging needs. The smal number of pupils who have
emotiona and behaviourd difficulties are generdly managed well and given sengtive support, but
there are times when the quality of their learning is affected by their attitudes and behaviour despite
the teachers best efforts.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

11. Pupils attitudes towards the school are very good, and behaviour isgood. These factors
contribute to a secure and welcoming environment, complemented by very good relaionships. Asa
result pupils are enthusiastic about coming to school and taking part in activities. The good
behaviour and pogtive attitudes noted at the time of the previous inspection have been maintained.

12.  Pupils behaviour in the mgority of lessonsis good and at timesit isvery good. Pupils respect
their teachers and are keen to do well. They dso get on well with each other, for example co-
operating sensbly when sharing the use of computers, and this assgts their learning.  Pupils generdly
respect each other's views, and listen well to one another. An examplewasseeninaYear 5 English
lesson, where pupils who were learning to put together a persuasive argument on the duration of
playtime listened to each other with respect and good humour. There are pupils who display
chdlenging behaviour and find it difficult to conform congstently to the school’ s high expectations.
Jugt occasondly their behaviour and lack of attention interrupts their learning and they need sengdtive
but firm management. These pupils are helped by the good model of behaviour from their peers.
Equaly noticesble is the good behaviour around the school generally, and outside the school
buildings. Behaviour in assembliesis exemplary. At bresk times and lunchtimes pupils play sensbly,
are polite, and respect their surroundings. Thereisavery low incidence of exclusons. Pupils fed
secureinthe school. A strong feature is the very good relationships which exist between pupils and
between pupils and adults, and which give pupils the confidence to discuss a range of issues with
adults.

13. The posgtive attitudes of pupils are reflected in other ways dso. Older pupils, in particular,
show a very responsble attitude towards helping others and making the school an orderly and
happy community, whilst aso fulfilling the school's am of developing the pupils sdf-esteem. For
example, older pupils act as monitors of other classes during wet weeather breaks. They carry out
such tasks as hdping with the library, picking up litter, and managing music in assemblies. Older
pupils aso read to younger pupils.

14. Attendancein the schoal is satisfactory overdl. Thelevel of unauthorised absenceis above

the national average, but the school has tried to address this and does follow up absences to the best
of its ability.
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HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

15. Thequality of teaching is good overdl; this represents an improvement since the last
ingpection when most teaching was satisfactory. Of the 29 lessons seen, teaching fell below a
satifactory leve in only one; thiswasin music. In dl other lessons teaching was a least satisfactory,
and in amost 70 per cent it was good. In over aquarter of lessonsin Key Stage 2, teaching was
very good.

16. Teaching of Reception pupilsis satisfactory. The key stirength is the day-to-day organisation
of pupils and the high expectations of their behaviour. Postive atitudes are promoted and pupils
settlewdl to lifein school. The key ills of literacy and numeracy are taught soundly, though the
teacher is stretched to pitch whole class sessons a alevel appropriate to the wide-ranging needs
and experiences of these pupils and to the Year 1 pupilsin the class.

17. Thequdlity of teaching and learning is satisfactory in English and mathematicsin Key Stage 1
and good in Key Stage 2. Staff have adopted well the principles of both nationd strategies, which
are fully embedded in daily practice. Across the school, teachers successfully promote oral
language devel opment and use suitable methods and strategies to develop good spesking and
ligening skills. These contribute much to pupils learning in other subjects. Numeracy skillsare
taught well, and some opportunities are taken up in other subjects. Teachers match the work
carefully to the different needs of groups of pupils by, for example, giving more detailed writing
frames to less confident pupilsin order to give more structure to their writing. A good fegture of
mathematics lessonsis the way in which teachers assess a the end of each lesson what has been
achieved and then use this information when planning future lessons.

18. A grongfeaturein dl year groups and in most subjectsisthe skilful use of questioning to
edtablish and reinforce what pupils know aready before introducing to them new information. This
engagement in discussion promotes and supports the development of good speaking skills.
Discussons in subjects such as RE are dedlt with sengtivity, with respect and understanding that is
conveyed to pupils, who respond in kind. This use of question and answer is usudly well balanced
in terms of giving information and practical activities. Just occasionaly, discusson extends for too
long and then pupils become restless. Questions are often pitched at different levelsto match pupils
atainment and to ensure ahigh leve of incdluson for pupils of dl gbilities. This heps pupilsto explain
what they understand, and to apply what they know to their new learning. Pupils are encouraged to
have ago even if they are unsure. Teachers build effectively on pupils answers, reinforcing what
they have said and taking the questioning a sage further.

19. Inthemain, teachers are successful in maintaining a good, purposeful working atmosphere,
which isreinforced by the very good rel ationships between pupils and between pupils and teachers.
Pupils show positive attitudes to their work and want to do well; they are motivated to try hard and
often make good progress. By and large, pupils are well managed and teachers have high
expectations of their behaviour and response. Just occasiondly, asin the music lesson in which
teaching was unsatisfactory, the content of the lesson does not inspire pupils and their resulting
inatention is not handled firmly enough. Teachers use
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praise well to promote pupils self esteem and to foster their positive attitudes to learning. The great
majority of pupils respond with eager interest and contribute well, which enables them to make good
progress in acquiring new skills and knowledge. The marking of pupils work is generdly helpful
and congtructive, giving suitable guidance on how to improve.

20. Inliteracy and numeracy, work is suitably adapted for pupils with specia educational needs,
but this practice is less common in other subjects. Where classes are large and contain pupils of
different ages, the pupils with specia needs do not aways get enough support to help them make as
much progress as other pupils. The behaviour and attitudes of asmal group of pupils have a
negeative impact on their ability to maintain concentration and to sustain a good pace to their work.

21. Itwasnot possibleto see dl subjects being taught extensively, but in the main other subjects
of the curriculum are taught soundly. The teaching seen was good in physical education (PE) and
religious education (RE), and satisfactory in art and design, and history. There are some
wesknesses in teachers' knowledge and confidence in music, and thereis ardliance on using
commercia tapes asthe basis for some lessons. These are not away's appropriately stimulating or
ingpiring, and this redtricts the development of afull range of musicd ills.

22. Lessonsare wdl planned and usudly contain agood mix of whole-class, group and individua
work. Pupilswork co-operatively in pairs or groups, and this gives the valuable opportunities to
learn from each other and to value others' ideas and efforts. Activities are well structured to build
effectively on what has gone before. Teachers often, though not dways, tell pupils what they are
going to learn, and this helps pupils to focus on the tasks. Across the school, teachers make good
use of resources such as historica or religious artefacts to enhance pupils understanding and to
dimulate their interest. However, time is not aways used fully during the day or during lessons. In
terms of efficiency, there is some variability in the use of the short blocks of time a the end of the
morning sessonsin Key Stage 2. Thistime is most often alocated to reading or spelling activities,
but where the focus is not sufficiently tight there is little congructive learning.

23. Theresearch tasks and projects set for homework are chalenging and open ended, and they
encourage independent learning and the use of arange of skills. Homework tasks are used well to
reinforce the learning from lessons.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILS?

24. The qudity of learning opportunities provided by the schoadl is satisfactory. The curriculum is
broad but the implementation of the Nationa Literacy and Numeracy Strategies has created tensons
in the balance of time given to RE and the foundation subjects. The school has dready identified the
need to review this balance and it is recorded as a priority in the school development plan. All
subjects have policies and schemes of work that are based upon nationd guidance. There has been
aggnificant improvement in the provison for information and communication technology snce the
last ingpection, with a resulting improvement in andards and an increasing impact on other subject
aress. Thereisaneed to improve the provison for music in terms of the range of work provided
and the opportunities to develop more instrumental work.
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25. TheNationd Literacy and Numeracy Strategies have been adapted well to suit the pupils
needs. Targetsfor literacy and numeracy are developed across Key Stages 1 and 2 and they are
regularly reviewed. \When gppropriate, some high attaining pupils are able to work for part of the
timein older year groupsin order to give them an gppropriate level of chalenge. Individua
education plans for pupils with specid educationa needs are well structured and they include targets
for literacy, numeracy and behaviour that are tightly focused and measurable. These pupils make
satisfactory progress and sometimes good progress when learning support and teaching support is
provided. Pupils are moved to a higher or lower level of support in response to their level of
progress. The increasing numbers of pupils with specid educationa needsis a chdlenge for the
school, particularly in classes and lessons with mixed age groups. Overdl, provison is satisfactory.
The school makes every effort to ensure that there is equality of opportunities and access to the
curriculum.

26. Curriculum planning hasimproved since the last ingpection, and it is regularly revised to take
account of nationa requirements. All subjects now have clear guiddinesto support teachers
planning. The qudity of the teachers medium and short term planning is good a Key Stages 1 and
2. Teacherswork hard to differentiate their questions and tasks to meet the needs of pupils of
different ages and abilitiesin their classes. Planning for the Reception pupilsis satisfactory, with
literacy and numeracy activities based on the national Strategies. However, the structure of these
tends to be forma and over directed by the teacher, and there are few opportunities for pupilsto
choose independently from arange of activities, or to initiate their own learning. Activities are
planned with reference to Early Learning Goal's but stem from the curriculum content for the Year 1
pupils who are taught in the same class. Opportunities for outdoor activities are limited by the lack
of outdoor facilities with appropriate climbing and large play equipment. Active and practical
learning is limited by the Sze of the room and the availability of staff support.

27. Theprovison for extra-curricular activitiesis satisfactory. A vidting professond teaches
footbal, and swvimming is offered on site. Pupils are dso able to attend an art club and arange of
vigtsis madein the locality and further afield. Vigts have been made to the Globe Thesetre, and to
the National Portrait and Tate Gdleries. The school has aso participated in a concert for pupilsin
the Albert Hall.

28. Theschool’s provison for persond, socia and health education isgood. There are clear
palicies for health and sex education, which is taught as part of the science programme in the
summer term. The school nurse dso plays akey rolein thisagpect. Information about drugsis
provided as part of hedlthy living in terms of their wider impact on health and fitness.

29. Subgantid links with the church and the vicar are effective in supporting pupils learning. In
addition to using the church for functions like the Christmas concert, the school makes good use of
vigtsto the building in subjectslike art and RE. Volunteer readers give additiond support for pupils
with specia educationd needs, and parent helpers provide agood level of practica support for the
work in the classsoom. There are strong links with the two feeder nursery schools and the
secondary school to which most pupils transfer, and aliaison programme helps to smooth the
trangition between stages of educetion.
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30. Provison for pupils persond development isgood overdl. The provison for pupils spiritua
development is satisfactory. Cultura development is good and socid and mora development are
very good. The school operates as a caring community with an ethos which amsto give pupils
experiences to gppreciate cultura diverdty, to act responsibly and to value each other’s
contributions.

31. Spiritud development is promoted well through assemblies; in which pupils are given time for
quiet reflection. 1n one whole-school assembly the question “What is the most vauable thing in the
world?" was consdered through the story of King Midas. Pupils were asked to consider the most
important thingsin their own lives. During the prayer they reflected upon the importance of the kind
of people they are, not what they possess. The assembly took place in an environment that was
conducive to worship and there was a good opportunity for pupilsto consider the more meaningful
and sgnificant Sdes of their lives and to be aware of the darker 9de of life. The attitudes and
behaviour of the pupils during this occasion was exemplary. However, opportunities for reflection
are not widespread during the day, and teachers do not dways capitaise on opportunities through
the curriculum.

32. Theprovison for pupils mord development isillustrated by the school’ s behaviour policy,
which specifieswhat is expected of pupils at the start of school, in school, during lessons, and at
play and lunch times. Pupils are given very clear guidance, which islinked to amerit sygem. The
pupils respond positively to this system, which ensures that mora development is avery good
feature of the school. The adults working in the school provide admirable role models of tolerance,
consderation for others, fairness and good humour.

33. Socid development is dso one of the strengths of the school.  Pupils have opportunities to
take on arange of responghilities which contribute to the smooth running of the school and the well
being of the community. Pupilsin Year 6 are given responshbility to help other classes during wet
break times, to ensure that the school environment is kept clean and tidy and to prepare for
assemblies by managing the equipment for music. In lessons, pupils are given very good
opportunities to work successfully asindividuds, in pairs and as members of agroup. In many
subjects, pupils develop co-operative skills through group work and show that they are able to listen
and to respect the ideas and fedlings of others. The school organises aresidentid vigt to the Lake
Didrict for Year 6 pupils, who spesk appreciatively of the value this gives them to develop their
socid skills and confidence,

34. Theschool takes a positive role in broadening pupils appreciation of their own culture and
the cultures found in other parts of the world. In RE, pupils are introduced to a variety of faiths and
cultures as well as experience the strong links with All Souls Church. The school policy interprets
culture in the widest sense and this reflects the diverse range of cultures represented in the school.
Pupils talk openly about the way their lives are Smilar and yet different. In geography, studies of
Indiaand other countries help pupils to understand and respect the amilarities and differences. In
art they study the work of famous artists from other countries, and appreciate the way the different
lives and countries of these artists contribute to their work.
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HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

35. Theschool provides a happy, safe and caring environment for its pupils. The good qudity of
the support it provides is helping to improve progress and raise achievement, and is enabling pupils
to take the full benefits of thair learning. Thisisasmilar judgement to that made a the last
ingoection.

36. Pupilsare wdl supported throughout the day by adults who are sengtive to their emotiond
and intellectua needs. The day-to-day life of the school iswell organised and routines are firmly
edtablished. Learning takes place againgt a background which is stable and non-threatening and
where everyoneis vaued. Parents spoken to during the inspection clearly indicated that their
children fed confident and comfortable at school. Of those who responded to the questionnaire, 98
per cent agreed that their children like coming to school.

37. Thepupils persona development is effectively monitored and supported by staff who, by
forma and informa systems, share a common understanding of the factors which may shape a
child’slearning. The very good relationships which exigt in the school, between dl parties, play an
important part in helping individuals to achieve. Pupils with learning difficulties are helped in meeting
the targetsin thar individua education plans, and speciaists who vist the school provide additional
support. However, ingpection findings indicate that the amount of support is low in comparison with
the number of pupilsinvolved. Additiona support for pupils with specid educational needs would
further assst their progress.

38.  Child protection procedures are in place and are gppropriately followed. The staff and
governing body have a good regard for the health and safety of pupils. Ingpections of the Ste are
regular and areas for improvement are identified and prioritised for attention. Continud efforts are
being made to keep the premises well maintained, and to ensure that problems are dealt with
effectively.

39. Staff have high expectations of good behaviour and follow a number of well-consdered and
well-implemented practices which guide the life of the school. Respect and tolerance for others are
concepts which are firmly ingrained. During the inspection, the very good behaviour of the mgority
of pupils demonstrated a rock-solid understanding of what is expected of them. Measuresto
promote good behaviour are used to good effect. They are applied consistently and are successful
in creating a pogtive working atmosphere. The smal number of pupils who have behaviour
problems are taught well to follow the example of their peers and to understand that good work and
behaviour are to be celebrated and shared by everyone.

40. Parentsare very clear that the school isaplace of order and tolerance. Those who
responded to questionnaires, attended the pre-ingpection parents meeting, or were spoken to
during the inspection have emphaticaly endorsed inspection findings thet the behaviour of the
majority of pupilsis very good (notably a assemblies), and that bullying and disrespect are not to be
tolerated.

41. Sincethelast ingpection the school has worked hard to remind parents about the importance

to their children of regular and uninterrupted learning. In particular it has striven to reduce the level
of absence as aresult of holidays being taken in term time. However, the number of unauthorised
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absencesis fill above nationa comparisons. Most parents diligently inform staff of the reasons for
their child’s absence and follow the school’ s systems to monitor and follow up absence. However,
the school recordsindicate that a smal number of parents persst in disrupting their education by
taking their children out of school for holidays.

42. The proceduresfor ng pupils work and the use made of assessment data to improve
gtandards are good, and this represents a good level of improvement since the previous inspection.
Pupils entering the school are assessed in terms of what they can do and the devel opment of their
persond and socid skills. Regular assessment continues during their timein school. Good
procedures are in place to identify and assess pupils who may have specia educationd needs.

43. Most pupils work is marked regularly, and teachers meticuloudly record pupils progressin
the various subject areas. In literacy and numeracy thisrelates to how well pupils have met the
weekly objectives of lessons, and in other subjects pupils are assessed at the end of a unit of work.
The most Sgnificant feature of assessment is that the school uses the information to build up a profile
of each pupil's progress. Individud targets are set for each pupil and, a particularly important
feature; these targets are reviewed during the year so that redlistic adjustments can be made. Annual
test data is used to identify strengths and weaknessesin pupils performance. This system of
tracking the progress of pupilsis till being developed, but dreedy it is having a positive effect upon
standards and the progress of pupilsin their learning. For example, the assessment datais used to
help determine the groupings of pupils and leads to a more effective match of work to pupils
abilities

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

44.  Sincethe last ingpection the school has maintained its good links with parents. Ninety five per
cent of the samdl sample of parents responding to the questionnaire says they fed comfortablein
approaching the school about problems. Others spoken to during the inspection week have
indicated thet they are satisfied with the qudlity of their involvement with the schoal.

45. Parents are kept informed by good qudity information, including regular newdetters. The
Parents Handbook and school prospectus are well presented and informative. Both provide helpful
points of reference for parents. Contact with new parentsis good. The pre-school sessions enable
parents to meet representatives of the staff and governing body, while preparing them with their
children for school routines. These meetings aso help to introduce parents and children to the ethos
and expectations of the school.

46. Theinvolvement of parentsin the life of the school makes a positive contribution to learning.
While the school accepts that a small number of parents prefer to have minima contact, it recognises
that many do play an important part in raisng achievements. Regular helpers come in to school and
their assstance is both valued and encouraged. Parents help with reading, svimming, the art club
and information technology sessons. Members of the School Association raise vauable funds, and
these are insrumenta in funding the upkeep of the swimming pool. The school works hard to enlist
the help of dl its parents, but events organised for parents to meet the School Association and
governing body informally have revedled some disinterest from asmall core of parents. However, a
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joint parent-school literacy venture was successful and events involving the pupils are dways well
supported.

47. Paents consultation evenings, held once aterm, further consolidate parents involvement with
their children’slearning. They are additiondly invited to meet the teacher once aterm to discuss
their child’ s progress. Parents dso have informa opportunities to meet with staff a the beginning of
the day, occasions which they value. Throughout the inspection, parents praised members of staff
for their unlimited access and openness. Parents are dso invited to meetings to broaden their
understand of the curriculum, for example on the teeching of numeracy and literacy. Thelr
attendance a school assembliesishigh. The monthly ‘sharing’ assembly, held in the school inthe
week of the ingpection, illustrated a supportive, interested community. Over forty parents joined
gaff and children to celebrate persona success. This friendly and strongly supported event sent out
apositive message of shared pride, and the success of the school in trumpeting its achievements.

48. Theinvolvement of parentsin learning is dso promoted by the use of home-school books,
which provide them with informa contact with teachers. Pupils' reports aso give useful indications
of achild's progress. The evauative commentaries and guidance on what a child should do to
improve are well-regarded instruments for measuring the child's devel opment.

49. Parentd views, derived from adatidicdly smal sample at the parents meeting and by way of
questionnaires, have focused on anumber of aress of schoal life which are in need of improvemen.
Ingpection findings confirm that additiona support for pupils with specid educationa needs would
be beneficid, but they do not support the negative view of out-of-school activities or homework.
The ingpection concludes that homework is a prominent feature of schoal life and a well-considered
agpect of each child's education. A wide range of homework is being offered to pupils across the
school to extend the learning, which has taken place in the classsoom. The number and range of
after-school activities are smal but are in kegping with the sze of the schoal.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

50. The headteacher provides strong leadership by setting avery clear direction for the school’s
work. His persond philosophy of education, which combines a commitment to academic
achievement with an ethos of care and support, underpins the aims of the school. These are
reflected in al aspects of schoal life. His high profile presence around the school isinfluentid, asis
his effective modd of good teaching, which has a direct impact on pupils learning and the sandards
they achieve.

51. Thishands-on approach enables the headteacher to know each child and to have a clear view
of the school’ s strengths and weaknesses, which are andysed and evauated well. Assessment data
isanaysed carefully, and procedures have been set in place to help the school identify and measure
the value added to pupils over time. Thisis seen as essentid in asmall school, where smdl year
groups and high mohility can skew the picture of attainment measured by test results. The new
target setting process introduced at the beginning of the academic year has the potentia for raisng
expectations, and is a potentialy good source of information to measure pupils rates of progress
over time,
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52. The deputy headteacher gives sound management support and is developing well in his new
role. His management of specia educationd needsisvery good. Records are detailed and very
well organised. The number of pupils with specia educationa needs has risen since the previous
ingpection, increasing the adminigtrative burden. Subject co-ordinators fulfil the expectations of their
role as set out in their job descriptions; each has severd areas of respongbility. The smdl sze of the
school enables each to offer much informa support to colleagues through monitoring planning and
sampling pupils work. Severd are new to the school and /or new to their roles, and thereis scope
for further development of their monitoring role as they become established. The qudlity of teaching
is now monitored satisfactorily, having been an issue at the time of the last inspection. Following
lesson observations, some useful and detailed feedback has been given to staff, aong with clear,
targeted aress for improvement. The quality of teaching has improved since the last inspection.

53. The current school improvement and management plan is a useful focus for development in the
short term. The priorities are well consdered and relevant to the school’ s Situation. Its one-year
time-gpan was sensible, consdering the staffing Situation, but the school’ s former practice of
identifying developments over the longer term could now be restored to provide scope for the
review and development of some large areas, such as the curriculum. The headteacher has ahigh
leve of responghility for formulating the plan, for undertaking action, and for monitoring the impact
of actions. There isarecognition from the chair of governors of the headteacher's extensve
leadership role and of the need for governors to provide more robust support. Hitoricaly,
governors have tended to rely too heavily on the headteacher for detailed information about the
school and for alead in the decison-making process. However, the most recent minutes of
mesetings indicate that governors are beginning to gather their own information from visits and from
working with co-ordinators, and are beginning to ask chalenging questions. Having passed through
adate of flux, when the governing body was several members short and meetings were poorly
attended, the governing body functions satisfactorily, and meetsits Satutory requirements.
However, much work ill fals to a committed and hard-working core of members, and thereisa
need to recruit a parent member.

54. The school has undergone considerable changes in saffing over the last two years and this has
led to a destabilising effect, which was a concern expressed by some parents. Despite these
changes, the school has been able to make good progressin addressing the issuesraised at the time
of the last ingpection and improve standards by the end of Key Stage 2. Thisis testament to the
gtrong influence of the headteacher to drive forward necessary improvements. The staffing Situation
is more settled, and the schoal is now in agood position to move forward with devel opments.

55. Sincethe last ingpection the school has continued its careful financia management, with
gpending decisons matched closdly to the prioritiesidentified in the school improvement plan.
Financid control and adminigtration are good. The last audit of the school’ s finances noted that the
school’ sinternd controls were effective and accurate, and the four minor recommendations are due
to be implemented imminently. In the spirit of achieving value for money, severd quotations are
obtained and comparisons made before financid commitments are confirmed.
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56. The school’s extensive grounds and svimming pool, and the high cost of its supplies and
sarvices, rdativeto its size, have imposed significant restraints on budget management. However,
expenditure has been prudent, and spending on information and communication technology, an
identified priority, has had a beneficiad impact on academic achievementsin thisarea. Anticipated
reserves for the current financial year are high but reflect the school’ s awareness that it needs to
cushion its finances in the possible event of a decline in the numbers of its pupils.

57. Thelevd of gaffing is satisfactory overdl, athough the number of trained support saff islow,
particularly consdering the higher than average proportion of pupilsin the school with specid
educationa needs. The funds dlocated specificdly for pupils with specid educationa needs are
used gppropriately. The school makes effective use of its teaching staff, including the headteacher
and a part time teacher who are sensibly deployed to enable pupils to be taught literacy and
numeracy in year groups. This organisation is helping to raise sandards in these subjects.

58. Theschool is Stuated on an attractive Site and has a stimulating outdoor play area, which
includes aswvimming pool. At present, Year 6 pupils are taught in the hal for literacy and numeracy
because a spare classroom houses the computer suite. Plans to adapt part of the kitchen areainto a
computer suite will rectify this Stuation. The accommodation for pupilsin the Reception Yeer is
small and the lack of a secure outdoor play areawith climbing and play equipment restricts
opportunities to put in place the full curriculum for these pupils. A number of classrooms are smal
for the large classes they contain. Resources have improved in quaity and use snce the last
ingpection; the most significant improvement is in information and communication technology.
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WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

59. The school improvement and management plan has dready identified the need to improve the
baance of the curriculum following the introduction of the latest changes in September 2000. Thisis
the maor task facing the school. The school needs to:

Review the baance of the curriculum to ensure that sufficient time is devoted to dl subjects
to enable them to be taught in enough depth, and to ensure that time is used efficiently
throughout the day;

(Paragraphs: 22, 24, 99, 126)

Improve the provision for pupils in the foundation stage (Reception) by ensuring that they
have regular access to arange of practical, active, structured play opportunities both indoors
and outdoors, with adequate support from trained staff;

(Paragraphs: 26, 58, 61, 66, 67)

Improve the support for pupils with specid educationa needs, particularly at the times when
they work in large mixed age classes,
(Paragraphs: 10, 20, 37, 57)

Raise atainment in music by improving the range of activitiesto develop pupils skillsand by

supporting the development of teachers confidence and expertise.
(Paragraphs: 8, 21, 114, 115, 116, 117)
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of |essons observed 29
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 19

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent | Very good Good Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory | Poor | Very Poor

0 17 52 28 3 0 0

The table gives the percentage of teaching observed in each of the seven categories used to make
judgements about lessons.

I nformation about the school’s pupils

Pupils on the school’ s roll YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) 141
Number of full-time pupils known to be digible for free school medls 11

FTE means full-time equivalent.

Special educational needs YR-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of specia educational needs 1
Number of pupils on the school’ s specia educational needs register 44

English asan additional language No of

pupils

| Number of pupils with English as an additiondl language 19

Pupil mobility in the last school year No of

pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usud time of first admission 15
Pupils who |eft the school other than &t the usud time of leaving 18
Attendance
Authorised absence Unauthorised absence
% %
School data 4.6 School data 0.6
Nationa comparative data 5.2 Nationa comparative data 0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest
complete reporting year.
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1

Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 1 for the Year | Boys | Girls | Total
latest reporting year: 2000 9 13 22
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Numbers of pupilsa NC Totd 17 19 17
Leve 2 and above
Percentage of pupils at School 77 (70) 86 (78) 77 (70)
NC Level 2 or above Nationdl 83 (82) 84 (83) 90 (87)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Numbers of pupilsat NC Total 10 15 8
Leve 2 and above
Percentage of pupils at School 45 (93) 68 (96) 36 (100)
NC Levd 2 or above National 84 (82) 88 (86) 88 (87)
Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.

Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2
Number of registered pupilsin find year of Key Stage 2 for the Year | Boys | Girls | Total
latest reporting year: 2000 5 13 18
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Numbers of pupilsa NC Tota 15 13 15
Leve 4 and above
Percentage of pupils at School 83 (68) 72 (68) 83 (76)
NC Levd 4 or above National 75 (70) 72 (69) 85 (78)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Numbers of pupilsa NC Tota 15 13 15
Leve 4 and above
Percentage of pupils at School 83 (52) 72 (68) 83(72)
NC Leve 4 or above National 70 (68) 72 (69) 79 (75)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.

Separate figures are not given for boys and girls because of the smal numbersinvolved.
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Ethnic background of pupils Exclusionsin the last school year

No of Fixed | Permanent
pupils period
Black — Caribbean heritage 0 Black — Caribbean 0 0
heritage
Black — African heritage 0 Black — African 0 0
heritage
Black — other 1 Black — other 0 0
Indian 3 Indian 0 0
Pakistani 6 Pakistani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 0 Chinese 0 0
White 112 White 1 0
Any other minority ethnic group 12 Other minority ethnic 0 0
groups
Thistable refersto pupils of compulsory Thistable gives the number of exclusions of
school age only. pupils of compulsory school age, which may
be different from the number of pupils
excluded.
Teachers and classes Financial information
Qualified teachers and classes:
YR-Y6
Tota number of qudified 6.2 Financid year 1999/2000
teachers (FTE)
Number of pupils per qudified 23
teacher
Average classsize 28 £
Totd income 300484.00
Education support staff: Totd expenditure 291380.00
YR-Y6
Tota number of education 4 Expenditure per pupil 1904.00
support staff
Tota aggregate hours worked 56 Baance brought forward from 26141.00
per week previous year
Bdance carried forward to next 35245.00
year
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Results of the survey of parentsand carers

Questionnairereturn rate

Number of questionnaires sent out 141

Number of questionnaires returned 39
Per centage of responsesin each category

Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don’'t
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know

My child likes schooal. 44 44 10 3 0
My child is making good progress in school. 41 44 8 3 5
Behaviour in the schoal is good. 26 59 10 5 0
My child gets the right amount of work to do 21 44 26 8 3
a home.
The teaching is good. 49 44 0 5 3
| am kept well informed about how my child 49 38 8 5 0
IS getting on.
| would fed comfortable about approaching 59 36 3 3 0
the school with questions or a problem.
The school expects my child to work hard 49 41 10 0 0
and achieve his or her best.
The school works closgly with parents. 34 53 8 3 3
The school iswell led and managed. 61 24 11 3 3
The schoal is heping my child become 49 33 15 0 3
mature and responsible.
The school provides an interesting range of 13 33 18 26 10
activities outsde lessons.

Other issuesraised by parents

Parents felt that the number of recent changes in staffing had disrupted the pupils' learning.
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PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE
CURRICULUM, SUBJECTSAND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

60. The children enter the schoal in the term following their fifth birthday, in accordance with the
locdl authority’ s admission procedures. At present there are 11 pupils of reception age who are
coming towards the end of the foundation stage. Nine of these joined the school in January and two
morejoined asrecently as April. Mogt, but not al, have had some form of pre-school experience.
They join, termly, aclass of Year 1 pupils, some of whom entered the school straight from nursery in
September. This organisation is managed satisfactorily by the class teacher who faces a particular
chdlenge in catering for the wide range of needs, experiences and abilities within thisclass. 1t was
not possible to observe in-depth teaching and learning in al areas of learning, and so judgements are
supplemented by evidence from pupils work, from discussions and from scrutiny of planning and
assessment information. Overdl, the children make satisfactory progress and the mgority of pupils
are on course to meet the Early Learning Godsin al areas of learning by the end of thisterm. Their
persona, socid and emotiona development is above average for their age. The results of basdine
assessment carried out shortly after the children start school show that attainment on entry is broadly
average overal but with awide range of abilities and experiences reflected in what pupils are able to
do.

61. Thereisastrong emphasison persond, socid and emotiond development, and the teacher is
keen to encourage pupils to become independent. Literacy and numeracy activities are based on
the nationa dtrategies but tend to be taught in aforma way, with few opportunities for pupilsto
choose independently from arange of activities, or to initiate their own learning. It isdifficult for the
teacher to pitch whole class sessons at aleve that will serve the needs of both Reception and Y ear
1 pupils. More use could be made of the learning support assstant at these times. Although willing,
the support assgtant is not trained in working with foundation stage pupils and is heavily reliant on
the teacher for guidance. Activities are planned with reference to Early Learning Godls but are
based on the curriculum content for Key Stage 1 pupils. Theteaching is sound overdl. Theroom is
well organised but smdll, and this restricts opportunities for active and practical learning for reception
aged children. Provison for outdoor learning is limited, and there is no coherent indoor and outdoor
experience.

Per sonal, social and emotional development

62. The children sttle quickly and happily into the routines of schoal life. They make good
progressin persond, socid and emotional development, which is underpinned by very good
relationships & dl levels. Thereisawarm and caring amospherein the class and that isiits
ggnificant srength. As aresult, the children adapt well to the changes from their nursery provision.
They are learning to be independent and responsible for smal tasks around the classroom. The
teacher places sgnificant emphass on pupils doing things for themselves and, for example, the
majority are able to dressindependently. They are learning to concentrate for a good length of time
on aparticular task. They are confident to talk about their fedings. They behave very well, and in
this they have good role modd s in the older pupils.
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Communication, language and literacy

63. Children make satisfactory progress in developing communication, language and literacy sKills.
Towards the end of the foundation stage the children are developing early reading skills. They enjoy
books and listen attentively to stories, sometimes read to them by older pupils. They begin to
recognise familiar words, and to join in with key phrases that are repested in the “big book” stories
read during literacy activities. They enjoy learning about |etters and rhymes and use whét they have
learned in their phonics sessonsin their own reading. All children are encouraged to take home
reading books and this helps them to make good strides in their reading. Most children have
developed sound pencil control through tracing patterns, and they form letters correctly in
preparation for writing. Some copy write from the teacher’s mode but there islittle evidence of
independent writing even from higher ataining pupils. Speaking and listening skills are devel oped
effectively and the children are encouraged to teke part in answering questions and in giving
explanaions; this they do confidently.

Mathematical development

64. Inmathematical development, most children count arange of everyday objects accurately up
to ten and some are accurate with higher numbers. They make sound progress, and the mgjority are
on course to meet the Early Learning Gods. Higher attaining pupils are chalenged well by the
teacher and know and use numbers beyond 20. They are beginning to practise early addition skills,
using vocabulary such as more and less. They competently compare numbers, sort objects into sets,
and use numerasin their correct order. When investigating the properties of three-dimensiona
shapes, such as whether or not they roll, the children use the correct vocabulary to describe the
shapes.

Knowledge and under standing of theworld

65. Children are given a satisfactory range of opportunities to develop their knowledge and
understanding of the world, and they make sound progressin thisarea. They use computers with a
good level of confidence, and know how to use amouse to control the cursor. The local
environment is used to good effect to teach children about their own lives and sometimes as a
dimulusfor other activities. Apart from studiesin the school grounds, children get the chance to vist
theloca church. They investigate how objects can be pushed or pulled, and observe how runner
beans grow. They are encouraged to think about times gone by and how people used to live. They
talk about places they have visted that are different from where they live, such asthe beach. The
themes are mainly based on units from the Key Stage 1 programmes of study, with sensble links
made to the Early Learning Goals where relevant.

Physical development
66. Children make satisfactory progressin physica development overdl, but some aspects of the

provison are unsatisfactory. Children have access to the school playground and hal, which they use
to develop co-ordination and awareness of space. They increase thair skillsin handling and
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baancing balls during PE lessons and develop fine, manipulative skills by using scissors, pencils and
paintbrushes regularly. However, there are limited opportunities to develop the full range of physica
skills required by the recommended areas of learning for this age group. Thereisno accessto a
specia, enclosed outdoor play area, and no access to arange of whedled toys and climbing
gpparaus to help the children develop skillsin co-ordination, climbing, baance and movement, ina
Stuation that helps them develop persondly and socidly. The school has plans to strengthen its links
with the local nursery school and to use the outdoor facilities available there, but at present thisisa
gap in the school’ s provison.

Creative development

67. Credtive development is satisfactory overal. Children explore colour and texture, usng a
variety of maerids, and begin to investigate how things look, fed and smell. Children have limited
access to activities such as role-play which offer opportunities to use their imagination. They do,
however, create collages and paint and print, using a variety of materias, and during ingpection they
used arange of natural materials found in the school grounds to creste a sculpture.

ENGLISH

68. Standardsin English are satisfactory overdl. In reading and writing they are in line with the
national average for pupils both by the age of seven and by the age of eleven, whilst standards of
gpeaking and listening are above the national average. The nationd tests for 2000 showed that
gandardsin reading and writing of pupils by the age of seven were wdl below the nationd average
for Leve 2 and above, and aso well below the average for smilar schools nationdly. These results
were in the context of a school with asmal entry and with a high proportion of pupils with specid
educationd needs. The results of nationa testsin 2000 for pupils at the age of €leven were above
national expectations for Level 4 and above, and better than the average for smilar schools
nationdly.

69. Achievement of pupils by the age of seven is satisfactory. Pupils began the current Year 1
with standards close to the nationa average in dl areas of English, and have made good progressin
developing their spesking, writing and reading skills. Pupilsin the current Year 2, which conssts
predominantly of boys, achieve at a stisfactory level in rdation to their prior atanment. By the age
of deven, pupils achieve wdll in developing dl English kills. Although pupilsin the current Year 6
achieve standards which are average in relation to nationa expectations, they achieve well in relation
to prior attainment. Progressin learning throughout the seven to even age range is uneven,
because of the varying ability level of the smal cohortsin each year group, the rdaively high
proportion of pupils who change school, and the rdatively high proportion of pupils with specid
educationa needsin some classes, particularly Years 3 and 4.

70. Thereisnot adgnificant difference in the attainment of boys and girlsin any particular year
group. Pupilswith specid educationa needs mostly make satisfactory progress in developing their
English ills, in dl year groups. When they receive specidist support, which is comparatively
rarely, these pupils sometimes make good progress. Mot pupils with English as an additiona
language achieve a arate commensurate with that of their peers, the smal minority who are not
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fluent in English receive appropriate support.

71. By theage of seven, pupils develop good spesking and listening skills. The quality of
gpesking is one of the strengths of the school. Pupils spesk clearly and confidently in class,
particularly when responding to questioning by the teacher, as seen for exampleinaYear 2 cdassin
which the teacher was emphasising the conventions of recording direct and indirect speech. Reading
skills are in line with the expectations for seven year olds nationdly. Higher achieving pupils read
with accuracy and enjoyment. Lower achievers have fewer strategies for recognising the range of
words they encounter. Writing skills are dso in line with nationa expectations for seven year olds.
By the age of seven the range of writing increases to include stories, poemsand ‘diary’ entries, dl of
which show a developing vocabulary and increasing accuracy in letter formation and basic
punctuation. The qudity of presentation of pupils work is generally good and shows satisfactory
progress between the ages of five and seven.

72. Between the ages of seven and eeven the mgority of pupils continue to display good
gpeaking skills, not only in answering questions but also in sustaining conversations, with a.good
command of Standard English. Higher achievers read arange of fiction and non-fiction gppropriate
to their abilities, and with accuracy and expressveness. They aso talk confidently about their
reading. Lower achievers are less confident and fluent. By the age of eeven the range of pupils
writing is reasonably extensive. They show the ability to do research into atopic such asthe anima
kingdom and to record the results accurately, and to write a concise ingtructiona account on atopic
such as “How to make asandwich”. They learn to vary the style of their writing quite effectively, for
example by writing stories for younger children to read, and by putting together ‘ mini-books with
careful attention to structure. Pupils dso produce arange of play scripts and poetry which display a
growing facility in the use of expressive language, and they learn the skill of summarising the plot of a
text such as ‘Macbeth’. Higher achievers show good comprehension skills and become more adept
at using technical terms and they develop the ability, for example, to accurately dter atext from the
fird to the third person. Lower achievers till make frequent errors in basic punctuation and spelling.

73. Theoverdl qudity of teaching in Englishisgood. Teaching is satisfactory for pupils between
the ages of five and seven. The teaching of pupils between the ages of seven and deven isdways a
least good, and it is very good in one out of two lessons. The good or very good teaching is
characterised by severa factors common to dl year groups, but most notably evident isthe
combination of good questioning and explanation, which teachers use effectively to extend and
reinforce pupils understanding. This was very evident, for example, in literacy lessons for older
pupils who were being taught how to write persuasive arguments. In most lessons teachers set clear
objectives, making the desired outcomes clear to pupils. They then employ arange of effective
teaching strategies which help pupils improve their knowledge, skills and understanding, such as
matching the work carefully to the different needs of groups of pupils. For example, less confident
pupils are given more detailed writing frames to give more structure to their writing, whilst higher
achieving pupilsin Year 4 learning about compound words are encouraged to use reference books
to expand their vocabulary. Computers are sometimes integrated effectively into literacy lessons, so
that pupils develop their word-processing skills dongside their capacity to write imaginatively.
Teachers mostly succeed in maintaining a good, purposeful working atmosphere, reinforced by good
relationships between pupils and between pupils and teacher, and this mativates pupils to try hard
and often make good progress. Work donein classis supplemented by some challenging research
tasks and projects, which encourage independent learning.

74. Inthefew instances in which the teaching isless effective, though Hill satisfactory, the
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teacher's ingructions are not made clear enough to pupils. For example, in one lesson younger
pupils were confused about whether they were writing a story or focusing upon writing dialogue.
Whilst most pupils take considerable pride in the nest presentation of their work, which is a strong
feature of the school, sometimes this leads even more able pupils into working at ardatively dow
pace.

75. Ovedl, the literacy dtrategy is being effectively put into practice throughout the school,
athough progress in developing language skills is more retricted in classes with large concentrations
of pupilswith specid educationa needs and who receive limited or no support. The literacy strategy
is having agood effect, for example, on attainment in history, and the development of good verba
skillsincreases pupils confidence in most subject aress.

76. The English co-ordinator is able to monitor some teaching in English and thereby share good
practice. The marking of work in English is generdly condructive and hepful in making pupils
aware of how well they are doing and how they can improve further, whilst precise targets are st
for individud pupils to improve their language Kills.

77. Vaidility in atanment levels from year to year makes meaningful comparison with the
gtuation in 1997 difficult. However, in so far as there is now some more chalenging work set for
higher achievers, more good teaching in English, and more monitoring of teaching, there has been
good progress overal since the previous ingpection.

MATHEMATICS

78. The standards of achievement in mathematics during the ingpection were found to be broadly
in line with nationa expectation by the end of Key Stage 1 and dightly above the nationd
expectation a the end of Key Stage 2. Progress in mathematicsis satisfactory overall in Key Stage
1 but better in Year 1 than in Year 2, where there are alarge number of boys. By the end of Key
Stage 2, pupils have made good progress. Theresultsin the tests at the end of Key Stage 1 inthe
Y ear 2000 show that in comparison with those of schools nationaly and similar schools, standards
were well below the national average. At Key Stage 2 the overal performance in mathematics was
above the nationd average and above the results of amilar schools. Trends over recent years
suggest that the standards have been consstently below the nationd averagein Key stage 1 and
consgtently above the nationa averagein Key Stage 2. When interpreting these results there are
severd factorsto take into consderation. There are rddaively smal numbers of pupilsin each age
group and thereis areatively high level of pupil mohility for such asmal school. In addition, there
has been an increase in the numbers of pupils with specia educationa needs. In spite of dl these
factorsthere is evidence that the pupils made satisfactory progress at Key Stage 1 and good
progress at Key Stage 2. Contributing factors to the improvement in progress at Key Stages 1 and
2 arethe introduction of the Nationd Numeracy Strategy and the arrangements for year group
teaching during Key Stage 2. Pupilswith specia educationa needs make satisfactory progress and
good progress when additional support is available and pupils with English as additiona language
make progress in line with that of other pupilsin their classes.

79. InKey Stage 1 pupils are gaining a sound grasp of the number system. For example, Year 1
pupils count, order and sequence numbers and learn to add and subtract 10 to any number up to
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100. Knowledge of shapes and their propertiesis developing soundly as pupilsin Year 2 draw lines
of symmetry on various shapes and use mirrors to investigate reflections. By the end of Key Stage
2, most pupils have secure knowledge of multiplication facts, which helps them to make calculations
speedily. Their caculaions are recorded neetly and accurately. They manipulate numbers mentally
and are aware of agood range of mentd srategies. Pupilsin Year 6 were able to apply ther
knowledge of number when investigating sequences of numbers. In Year 5, pupils worked logicaly
and sysematicaly on an investigation into the possible combinations of numbers while reinforcing
thelr understanding of decimals.

80. Thequdity of teaching and learning at Key Stage 1 in the lessons observed during the
ingpection was good and the learning over time as evident from the scrutiny of work is satisfactory.
At Key Stage 2 the qudity of teaching and learning is good over time. Pupils atitudesto learning
are good a both key stages and in the best lessons they show red enthusiasm in response to the
brisk pace and appropriate tasks set by the teacher. For example, pupilsin Year 3 learning to find
fractions of amounts were so engrossed in their work that they were reluctant to stop at break time.
There has been an improvement overal in the quality of the teaching since the last ingpection report.
The Numeracy Strategy has provided a better focusin lessons, and there are better resourcesto
support the teaching and learning. Teachers ask searching questions which assess the pupils
understanding and take their learning forward. A good feature of lessonsis the way teachers assess
at the end of each lesson what has been achieved and then use thisinformation in the planning of
future lessons. Thisregular assessment is based on numeracy strategy targets and weekly objectives
from lessons, and their outcomes, are carefully recorded to provide an accurate picture of the
strengths and weaknesses of each pupil. On the basis of these records, targets are set for the end of
each year and key stage. Thisis helping to raise teachers expectation s of what pupils can achieve,
and targets are modified as pupils exceed expectations. Resources are plentiful and used well to
support pupils learning. Regular homework effectively consolidates what pupils learn in class.

81. Thesubject co-ordinator has provided sound support and training for al staff on the use of
the Numeracy Strategy, and there are clear plansfor its continued development. Mahematicsis
securely represented in the school curriculum.

SCIENCE

82.  Owing to the time condraints and the structure of the weekly timetable during the inspection it
was possible to see only one lesson at Key Stage 2. Judgements are therefore based upon an
examination of teachers planning, scrutiny of pupils work, and discussons with pupils and teaching
gaff.

83. Standards of atainment arein line with nationd averages by the age of seven and above the
nationd average by the age of deven. Thisisan improvement since the last ingpection when
standards were broadly average. The provision of booster classesfor al Year 6 pupils has had a
good effect upon standards of achievement and the range of work covered by these pupils. The
school predicts that results will be higher in forthcoming tests than they were last year as more pupils
will achieve and exceed the expected level. The quality and range of the work of pupilsin Year 6
supports this prediction.
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84. Inthetestsin scienceinthe Year 2000, pupils performance fell below the average for smilar
schools and the national average. When the three years 1998-2000 are looked at together, the
performance was consstently below the nationd average. These low test results in science are due
in part to gaff changes and to ahigh leve of pupil mobility. Although the numbers reaching the
expected leve, Levd 4, were close to the average, few pupils achieved the higher level, Level 5.

85. Theschool has adopted nationa guiddines in science from September 2000 and very
carefully mapped out what will be taught in each term in eech year. The precision of this
organisation to support teachers lesson planning is ensuring better coverage of the programme as
well as matching resources to the programme of units. In discusson with Year 6 pupilsit was clear
that they find science lessons interesting because of the very practical approaches adopted by the
teachers. These are al improvements since the last ingpection, when it was felt science needed a
more structured and comprehensive scheme of work.

86. A strutiny of thework in Years 1 and 2 shows that they are making sound progressin
studying arange of topicsto develop their scientific knowledge of physica processes. They learn,
for example, that water expands when frozen and that water changes to steam when hested to a
certain temperature. They aso learn about physica changesto materiasthat are heeted. Their
written work shows that they are making satisfactory progress with their knowledge and
understanding of science in their world.

87. Inthe onelesson observed in the class of Years 3 and 4 pupils, agood emphasis was placed
upon investigative and experimenta work, which enhanced pupils knowledge and understanding.
They were learning that plants need healthy roots, stems and leaves, and in particular were
investigating whet the stem of aplant isused for. An experiment with Plant ‘A’ and Plant ‘B’ had
been congtructed the previous week and they were observing the differences between the two
plants. They noted that one was looking healthy and the other looked asiif it was dying, and the
discussion centred on their ideas. The lesson provided good opportunities to develop their speaking
and listening skills and to develop their ideas about afar test. The teacher used searching questions
to prompt the children’ s thinking, and good progress was made.

88. Scrutiny of work in Years 5 and 6 reveals that pupils are making good progress in extending
their knowledge and understanding of scientific processes, with abroad rang of work based on the
programmes of study. The good focus on practical and experimental work underpins pupils
knowledge. For example, pupils used their knowledge of materias that conduct and insulate to test
how to change the brightness of abulb in acircuit. They used correct symbolsto draw diagrams.
When writing up experiments, pupils describe the process in a structured way and draw conclusions
from their results.

89. Thesubject co-ordinator has made a significant contribution to the development of science
and to the planning of lesson coverage. She has begun to monitor standards by keeping samples of
work done by high attainers, average and lower attainersin each class. Thisisauseful resource for
assessing the progress and coverage of work in the subject.

Swinley Primary School 29



ART AND DESIGN

90. Standards of art work on display, and seen during lessonsin Key Stage 1, are smilar to those
expected for pupils age. By the age of 11, pupils standards of attainment are good overal, with
some very good features at Key Stage 2. Thisis an improvement since the last inspection and there
is evidence to show that as the pupils move through the school they make good progress.

91. Work on display indicates that pupils have good opportunities to extend their skills and
experience of different styles of art usng avariety of mediain both two and three dimensons. These
include opportunities for pupilsto sudy pattern using prints, texture using textiles and collage
materias, and an impressionist style to create portraits of staff. Displays offer a vauable opportunity
to celebrate pupils efforts. Good links are made with other subjects such as history. For example,
large bold pictures of Aztec gods and painted miniatures of Tudors adorn the walsin classrooms.
Pupilsin Years 5 and 6 are given the opportunity to join the art club, which meets weekly at the end
of the school day. The pupils are keen to take part in this activity, and because the numbers have to
be restricted thereisawaiting list. Parents support the work of the art club.

92. Inthelesson observed in the Reception/Y ear 1 class, the work was arising from avisit to the
All Souls Church yard. Pupilswere looking at different sculpturesin stone and wood before making
their own sculptures, using materids collected from the school grounds. They were able to talk
about the shapes and colours of the gravestones and sculptures, the colours and the tones, the
graight and interweaving shapes. The teacher made good use of the rich and varied school
environment with its diversity of trees and bushes. Pupils were able to observe the different shapes
and the ydlow of the gorse bush before collecting arange of materias to make their own sculptures
in the classroom. They used paint, glue and coloured paper confidently and explored arange of
shapes and colours as they completed their sculptures.

93. Pupilsin Years4 and 5 design geometric patterns on fabric, based on ideas from African
designs. Their design ideas were quite varied and origina but they were not ways well executed in
paint. The finished products varied in qudity but the mgority of pupils gained from the opportunity
to investigate and combine visud and tactile qudlities using awide choice of fabric paint, chalks, felt
pens, puff paintsin arange of colours, plus two types of fabric.

94. Good atention was paid to developing pupils sketching and drawing skillsin aclass of Year
5and 6. Pupilswere using view finders and a selection of reproduction pictures of famous artists
work to make sketches in their work books prior to making a compaosition for their own painting on
alarge piece of paper. Working in pairs, pupils were showing increased confidence and killsin
planning their work and looking criticaly at the work of famous artists. The pupils collaborated well
together, discussing their plans and using awide range of media gppropriate to the work of the artist.
Some of their sketches and colours were successful in catching the style of the work of the artist
they were studying. The teacher played avitd role in providing a clear explanation of the tasks,
good resources to match the needs of the work, and penetrating questions to explore pupils leve of
understanding.
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95. Inall lessons, teaching was at least satisfactory and there were good features that combined to
provide good learning opportunities for pupils. 1n the best esson, the pupils were well managed and
challenged throughout the session and remained on task to the very end. In dl thelessonsthe
teachers planned activities that offer interest and variety to develop pupils skills.

96. The school has developed a scheme of work based upon nationa guidance. The co-
ordinator has played an effective role in developing good resources to support the work and lesson
planning. Thereis some monitoring of work, and the co-ordinator uses adigital camerato log
examples of work at each stage of the school. The use of sketchbooks is not well developed. The
good work observed during the last inspection has been sustained and developed, and the work at
Key Stage 2 hasimproved.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

97. Atthelast ingpection, sandards of attainment were described as broadly in line with nationa
expectations at the end of both key stages. No |lessons were seen during thisingpection but the
scrutiny of pupils work on display suggests the school has maintained these standards and pupils
continue to work at alevel which matches that seen by most pupils of their age. Pupils make sound
progress throughout the school.

98. By theend of Key Stage 1, pupils have looked at playground activities to consider what
children like before using construction kits to make some models. Throughout Key Stage 2, pupils
use an increasing range of resources and tools. The good emphasis on using mechanisms to control
movement can be seen in the finished models of moving mongters which use a pneumatic system
based on a baloon or asyringe, and toys that use cams to make them move. These finished
products on display indicate that pupils have chosen resources wisely to suit the purpose of the task,
measured and cut the materials accurately and assembled them carefully. However, thereislittle
evidence that information and communications technology is used in the subject at present. Older
pupils have a growing awareness of the need to think through the process of making before
beginning thair task; they learn to plan their work carefully considering what will be needed,
assembling appropriate resources and tools, and then identifying the main stages in making their
design. Their diagrams are clear, nestly drawn and carefully labelled.

99. The subject is taught in haf-termly units, chosen from national guiddines. These have been
carefully mapped out to avoid repetition for pupils in mixed age classes and to provide a broad
range of kills over time. However, the time dlocation for the subject is low and this means that
sometimes units are not taught in sufficient depth. For example, some pupilsin Years 5 and 6 were
unable to complete their project on moving toys owing to lack of time. Hence, dthough pupils
talked about the changes they made to their modds as they made them, the important aspect of
evauating and testing the finished product was limited in thet project.

100. The co-ordinator isenthusiastic and provides informa support for colleagues by checking that
teachers planning conforms to agreed practice, and she looks at samples of finished work on
display. She has plans to develop a portfolio of work samples and photographic evidence asa
resource for ideas and examples of standards.
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GEOGRAPHY

101. There were no geography lessons taking place during the ingpection, and relatively little
geography work to be seen. However, the work that was available showed that levels of
knowledge and understanding, and the development of basic geographica kills, are in line with the
expectations nationdly of pupils by the ages of saven and eeven. Pupils work shows that both
higher and lower achievers, including pupils with specid educationa needs, make satisfactory
progress in developing their skills during their time in the school.

102. By the age of saven pupils have carried out an extensive survey of the areaaround the school,
and have learned how to produce amap and to carry out asmple traffic survey. These killsare
further developed with astudy of the characteristics of idands, a study that is effectively linked to
other areas of the curriculum through reading and model making. By the age of eeven pupils have
learned to compare the characteritics of urban and rurd locdities. Their geographica knowledgeis
extended by a detailed study of India, including both its physical and human characteridtics. They
aso develop knowledge of areas of Britain. Older pupils show a good understanding of the
characteristics of mountainous areas, and of how rivers are used, and there is a sound appreciation
of the impact of people on the environment, for example through pollution.

103. Although thereisrelatively little evidence of extended writing by older pupils, the work seenis
well presented and does display appropriate understanding. The work is congtructively assessed.

104. The sound standards in geography achieved in 1997 have been maintained, and therefore
there has been satisfactory progressin geography since the previous inspection.

HISTORY

105. Throughout the school, standardsin lessons and in pupils  current work are broadly typica for
their age. In dl year groups, pupils are developing agood factua knowledge of periods of history,
which average and higher ability pupils can recdl from previous sudies. Sometimes pupils written
work does not reflect their understanding, and thisis particularly so in the classes where a high
proportion of pupils have specia educationa needs.

106. Pupilsin Year 2 show that they are beginning to recognise the differences between the lives of
people now and in the past. They recall the key facts of the story of Forence Nightingale and
compare the features of hospitals then and now. Key Stage 2 pupils are articulate when explaining
the differences between the lives of rich and poor people in Tudor times. They are learning the key
features of the times and begin to draw conclusions about some of the evidence that is available.

For example, they know that the houses of the Tudor rich that still exist because of the materids that
were used to build them. By Year 6, pupils use their widening knowledge of the Aztecsto infer
information from artefacts and from pictures. They are aware of the limitations of some sources,
such as paintings completed after the events, which include a persond interpretetion of the painter.
They question the rediability of this source of information. Their past work reveals a broad coverage
of factua
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knowledge within the units studied, and a growing awareness of the link between why people acted
asthey did and the impact of their actions. Information is presented in an increasing variety of ways,
such as newspaper reports, letters, booklets, and drawings, and always to a good standard.

107. Teaching is consstently sound, and on occasion good in Key Stage 2. Question and answer
is used effectively in dl lessonsto check pupils understanding and to build on their answers to get
them to think. However, where this part of the lesson is over long, younger pupils begin to fidget
and many who have specid educationa needs and find it difficult to sustain concentration. Where
the teaching is good, there is a carefully controlled balance between giving information, questioning,
and practicd activities, which combine to make a successful learning experience for pupils. Well-
framed questions prompt pupils to use their knowledge to make deductions and to draw conclusions
from the available evidence. In dl lessons pupils have postive atitudesto learning. They are
naturaly curious and interested in history, and teachers capitdise on this enthusiasm by providing an
interesting range of artefacts and resources, such as the maps and photographic evidence used to
trace the development of the village over time. There is some evidence of pupils usng web stesto
find out information about historical characters, but there is scope for more use of information and
communication technology. Teachers make good use of extended homework projectsin history to
develop pupils independence and to reinforce a number of history skills.

108. The subject policy and guidance has been updated to meet the latest changes in statutory
requirements. The co-ordinator has devised a complex organisation of units to ensure that pupils
have opportunities to develop history skillsin a systematic way through the school without repesting
any content.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

109. Standardsin information and communications technology are satifactory overal. They arein
line with the expectations nationdly for pupils at the ages of seven and even, and this represents
very good progress since the previous ingpection. Most pupils make good progressin relation to
thelr previous attainment in developing their knowledge and understanding of computers, and in their
practica skills, dthough pupils with specid educationa needs sometimes make only satisfactory
progress when they do not receive sustained support.

110. By the age of saven, most pupils are able to assemble text confidently, word processing their
gories and sometimes illustrating them with the aid of graphics programmes. They are confident in
using the mouse, and most understand basic computer language such as ‘icon’. Pupils quickly learn
how to load and use programmes such as ‘ Lesson maker’ and to save their work. Indeed, many
pupilsin the current Year 1 are quite dextrous in their ability to handle and communicate information
and dso show levels of knowledge and understanding which are above average for their age.

111. By the age of deven, pupils continue to make good progress in developing and refining
various kills. They make progressin the skill of combining text and graphics, are introduced to
databases, can labd and dlassfy information, and learn how to produce and modify a multimedia
presentation competently. Pupilsin Year 6 talk confidently about the potentia of
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using information and communications technology in the modern world, with an understanding of its
uses and drawbacks. They as yet have little experience of spreadsheets, but in other respects cover
al the grands of the Nationa Curriculum, which is a consderable achievement and is partly dueto
the recent acquisition of the computer suite.

112. It was possbleto observe only one full lesson of information and communications technology
during the inspection. It istherefore not possible to make an overdl judgement on the qudity of
teaching, dthough in the lesson observed the teaching was good. It was characterised by confident
and knowledgeable explanations, good demongtration, and effective questioning, dl carried out in a
purposeful way and enabling pupils of al abilities to make good progressin developing the
confidence to experiment with ways of producing a multimedia presentation. Pupils are very
enthusiastic about using the computers, and in most cases work co-operatively and productively,
individudly, in pairs, or in smal groups. The enthusiasm is shown by regular aitendance at the daily
lunchtime computer club in which pupils were observed in arange of activities, including usng the
Internet confidently.

113. Information and communications technology is effectively co-ordinated. A key fegturein the
progress achieved is the growing confidence and expertise of teachers and support staff, aswell as
the provision of a computer suite, enabling effective whole class teaching as well as smal group
work. In 1997 standards were unsatisfactory; there were too few opportunities for pupilsto
practise their computer skills, and development of the subject was unsystematic. All these defects
have been rectified, and so progress since the previous inspection has been very good.

MUSIC

114. The school’s provison for music is not as good as a the time of the last ingpection. Pupils
make erratic progress in agpects of music. Pupils who receive music tuition from peripatetic
teachers are reaching a good standard of musicianship for their age. They are beginning to read
musica notation and time sgnatures and are gaining confidence in playing their chosen ingtrumen.
Weekly singing practices focus on the quality, tone and pace of Snging and, as aresult, pupilssing
well. They are aware of dynamics and respond to the teacher ‘s hand movements. Diction is good,
especidly when the teacher focuses pupils' attention on this aspect of aphrase. Singing is tuneful
and well contralled. Annud musica concerts, held in the local church, capitalise on the Snging
ability of the pupils and are much appreciated by parents. A group of pupils participated in a
concert at the Albert Hall.

115. Indiscussion, pupilsfrom Year 6 recaled sdecting instruments to creaste combinations of
sounds to represent ajourney to space, and they have written some lyrics for songs, using arap
rhythm. However, they were not familiar with some common musica terms. The school was ungble
to provide any samples of pupils musical compositions, and there was no evidence of pupils usng
any kind of notation when composing. There are planned opportunities through the schemeto listen
to and gppraise music that reflects other times and cultures, but pupils have too little chance to
gppraise their own music and seek ways to improve their performance.
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116. Intheonly lesson observed, the behaviour of pupilsin Years4 and 5 was a barrier to their
learning. They were not inspired by the content of the taped radio programme, and participation
levelswere low. Initidly, afew pupils were disruptive and this caused aripple effect as pupils
enthusiasm waned, and the pace and flow of the lesson was interrupted. Pupils were unable to tap
out arhythm in a controlled way. The teacher lacked the confidence to use the content of the taped
programme in any imagingive or simulating way.

117. From September the school adopted nationa guidelines for music, and scrutiny of teachers
planning indicates that these are followed in combination with taped programmes. The time devoted
to music teaching is low, to accommodate the school’ s emphasis on literacy and numeracy, and
there is an acknowledgement that the bal ance of time needs redressing in order to enhance
provison. Thereislittle musica expertise among the staff, for which the demands of the Nationa
Curriculum music are chdlenging, but there is enthusiasm and awillingness to improve.

PHYS CAL EDUCATION

118. Activitiesin PE during the inspection were observed only in games. The standards achieved
are satidfactory overal. They arein line with the expectations of pupils nationaly at the ages of
seven and eeven in the levels of sill achieved, and in knowledge and understanding. Overdl, pupils
of al ages, including those with specia educationd needs, achieve well in relaion to their prior
attainmen.

119. By the age of seven, the great mgority of pupils display sound levels of physica co-ordination
and can throw a ball with reasonable consistency and accuracy. They make more variable progress
in learning how to catch conggtently with two hands, athough progress is satisfactory overdl. Pupils
aso show sound knowledge and understanding of the effect of exercise on their bodies, for example
talking about the benefits of good warm-up routines. By the age of eeven, pupilslearn to refine
their ball skills till further, achieving a satisfactory standard. In rounders they learn to bowl and to
grike aball more effectively. Pupils aso progress to a rudimentary understanding of the tactics of
fidding.

120. The standard of teaching in PE isgood overdl. It isaways good for pupils between the ages
of five and seven. The teaching of pupils between the ages of seven and eeven isdways at least
satisfactory, and is good in one out of two lessons. The most important characterigtic of the good
teaching is the way in which knowledgeabl e teachers, in the space of ratively short lessons, take
pupils through a series of briskly paced, progressve activities which help to build up skill levels and
keep pupils focused and enthusiastic about the tasks. The management of what are sometimes large
classesisgood. Theteaching of practica skillsis complemented effectively by good questioning to
eicit and reinforce understanding, as was seen during warm-up activitiesin severa lessons.
Teachers use pupils to demongtrate good ball skills asamodd for others to evaluate and emulate.
Pupils attitudes towards PE are good; even those who find tasks difficult generdly persevere and
make good progressin developing their skills. In the one lesson observed in which pupils made less
progress, there was a substantial concentration of pupils with poor listening and concentration skills,
and the teacher lacked the support to keep these pupils focused on the tasks.
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121. Although only games lessons could be seen during the ingpection, the PE curriculum is broad
and baanced. The school benefits from having its own swimming pool and, athough no swimming
sessons were seen, the school’ s records indicate that all pupils are able to swvim by the time they
leave the school. Lessons are supplemented by swimming and footbal clubs. The footbal team is
popular and successful, and pupils spesk of their enjoyment of sport in the school. The positive
attitudes of pupils contribute to the good progress they make.

122. Since 1997 the overdl quadity of teaching in PE has improved, and there is now more pupil
activity in lessons. Therefore there has been good progress since the previous inspection.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

123. There was limited evidence of recorded work, but in the lessons observed the pupilsin both
key stages demonstrated standards similar to those expected for their age. The planned programme
of work complies with the recommendations of the locally Agreed Syllabus. Sincethe last
ingpection the scheme of work has been improved and the resources for teaching and learning have
been enhanced. The school now has a good range of religious artefacts and pictures to support the
work in lessons. The scheme of work is more detailed and shows good coverage of the subject.
However, the overdl time alocated to RE islow, and this makes is difficult to ensure good coverage
of the scheme of work. The school maintains good links with All Souls Church and with its vicar.

124. TheYear 1 pupils, learning about the story of Noah and the Ark, were able to answer
guestions about the way the rainbow represents God' s promise not to flood the land again. The
teacher made an effective connection between the promises pupils could make in their own minds.
The Year 2 class vigted All Souls Church and were learning about the importance of different parts
of the church, such as the dter, font, pulpit and lectern. One pupil was able to relate the twelve legs
on the atar table to the twelve disciples of Jesus and described it as ‘the big table. They al learned
that the font is where children are baptised when they join the Christian family. During the lesson,
references to other religions were made and one pupil made comparisons with her viststo the
temple. The pupilsin Y ears 3/4 were discussing what kind of person Jesus was, on the evidence of
extracts from the Bible. The teacher provided good support that enabled pupilsto share their ideas

and perceptions.

125. The qudity of the teaching and learning was good in the three lessons observed. Teachers
show sound knowledge of the subject and use thisto good effect in offering clear explanaionsto
pupils when introducing anew theme. Teachers engage pupils well in discussion, questioning them
to determine their level of understanding and responding clearly to the questionsthey ask. Across
the schoal, teachers make good use of religious artefacts to enhance pupils understanding of the
different beliefs and practices. Teachers develop close working relationships with the pupils,
monitoring their progress well and supporting them when they encounter difficulties. These close
rel ationships enable teachers to tackle matters of belief sengtively and with arespect and
understanding, and this gives pupils the confidence to share their fedings and beliefs.
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126. Overdl, the RE curriculum is sufficiently broad and balanced and there are good arrangements
for the sudy of the beliefs and practices of many faiths. It isnot clear that sufficient timeis alocated
in the timetable over the year to cover the intended programme. The subject does make a positive
contribution to pupils spiritud and cultural understanding.
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