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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

This school isa small voluntary aided junior school, with 151 pupils aged 7 to 11. It has slightly more girls than
boys. The number of pupilsin each year group varies widely, from 27 in Year 6 to 55 in Year 5. About eight per
cent come from minority ethnic backgrounds (mostly Indian). Six pupils speak English as an additional
language, almost all fluently. The school has nine pupils from traveller backgrounds, many of whom arein Y ear
4. Most pupils come from the residential areas of Long Ditton, from favourable backgrounds. Thirty-eight pupils
have been identified as having special educational needs, which is an average proportion. Their needs relate
mostly to learning difficulties, with afew for behaviour. Only one has a statement of special need, which isa
below-average proportion. The overall attainment of pupils on entry to Y ear 3 has tended to be above average,
though the variation from year to year is unusually wide.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

The school’ s effectiveness is satisfactory. Standards are average in English, mathematics and science, and in
most other subjects. Pupils’ achievement is satisfactory, as are the quality of teaching and the leadership and
management of the school. Relationships within the school and pupils behaviour are strengths, asis the caring,
community ethos of the school. It provides satisfactory value for money.

What the school doeswell

It is a caring school with a very strong sense of community and positive ethos.
Some teaching challenges and interests pupils, enabling them to learn successfully.
Relationships are very good, and pupils behave well.

It provides very well for pupils moral and social development, fulfilling its aims.

What could be improved

The standard of pupils' work and their achievement in information and communication technology (ICT).
Some teaching, asit is not focused enough on what pupils are expected to learn.
The opportunities for pupils to write independently, in English and other subjects.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school was last inspected in January 1997. Its improvement since then has been satisfactory. Test results
have risen, in line with the national trend, and standards of pupils' work have generally been maintained.
Despite recent improvements to the provision for ICT, standards in this subject remain lower than they should
be. Subject co-ordinators now have more responsibility for managing and monitoring their subjects, and have
worked to make the teaching more consistent. Assessment procedures have improved and are now satisfactory
overall, although still insufficient in some subjects. The school now has suitable arrangements for reviewing how
well teachers perform their responsibilities. The strengths in the school’ s promotion of a happy and caring
environment in which pupils are supported well have been maintained. The school’s potential for further
improvement is satisfactory.
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STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by 11 year olds based on average point scores in National Curriculum
tests.

compared with
Performancein: all schools similar Key
schools
1998 1999 2000 2000
; ell above average A
English B D C C w

9 above average B
mathematics A E D D average ¢
below average D
sience A E C c well below average E

Results in the national tests have varied widely, reflecting the differences in the year groups' overall attainment
on entry to the school. Overall, the results have improved since 1996, in line with the national trend. Girls have
tended to do better than boys, as nationally. In 2000, the English results exceeded the targets the school had set,
but in mathematics they were lower than the target. The results in English, mathematics and science went up in
2001. Although they did not meet the target set in mathemeatics because of pupil absence from the tests, they
were very close to it in English.

The standards attained by the pupils now in Y ear 6 are average in English, mathematics and science. In relation
to their levels of attainment when they start at the school, pupils achievement is satisfactory in all three subjects.
The available evidence indicates that standards in geography, history and physical education are as expected for
pupils of their age, and their achievement is satisfactory. In music, standards are better than expected and pupils
achievement is good because of the variety of musical activities available. In art and ICT, standards are lower
and pupils' achievement is unsatisfactory. In most subjects, pupils do better in gaining knowledge than in
developing skills and understanding. Their achievement in numeracy and literacy is satisfactory, except that
pupils have too few opportunities for independent writing.

PUPILS ATTITUDES AND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Good. Pupils generally like school and enjoy the activities offered.
Behaviour, in and out of Good overall, and very good around the school and in the playground. In
classrooms most lessons, pupils behave well but they become inattentive and restless

when the teaching does not meet their needs.

Personal development and Good personal development. Pupils are tolerant and show consideration for
relationships others. Relationships are very good.
Attendance Satisfactory. Attendance is close to the national average. Unauthorised

absence is above average, partly because the school does not automatically
authorise absences for family holidays in term time.

Long Ditton St Mary's CofE (Aided) Junior School - 7



TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils: aged 7-11 years
L essons seen overall Satisfactory

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor;
very poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outwel gh weaknesses.

Teaching and learning were satisfactory or better in 91 per cent of the lessons observed, good or better in 55 per
cent, and very good or better in 18 per cent. The teaching meets the needs of pupils of all levels of attainment
satisfactorily, including those with special educational needs. The skills of literacy and numeracy are taught
satisfactorily, as are English and mathematics. Teaching and learning are good in science.

In the most successful teaching, the lessons included a variety of interesting activities that had been carefully
planned to extend pupils' skills and understanding. The teacher and pupils shared a sense of urgency, and so the
lesson time was used very productively. Good relationships were observed in most lessons, and teachers managed
the class well. Some marking is helpful, with detailed comments that give pupils good advice on improving in
future. Pupils work willingly, and do their best to live up to the teachers' high expectations.

In the nine per cent of lessons in which teaching and learning were unsatisfactory, and in some that were judged
satisfactory overall, the key weaknesses were alack of clarity about what pupils were expected to learn from the
activities, and a dow pace. Pupils tended to lose concentration, and often struggled to carry out tasks well when
they were not taught the skills they needed. Also, pupils' written work shows that teachers have made too much
use of undemanding worksheets, limiting pupils' opportunities for independent thinking and writing. Overall,
though, pupils’ learning is satisfactory.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment

Satisfactory overall. All the National Curriculum subjects are covered

The quality and range of the | appropriately, athough thisis recent in the case of ICT. The curriculum plans
curriculum effectively for the knowledge to be covered by pupils each year, but not for
developing their skills and understanding.

Provision for pupils with Satisfactory. Staff know their needs well, and enable them to make sound

specia educational needs progress. Learning support assistants provide good help to pupils with
behavioural difficulties.

Provision for pupils with Good. Pupils who need extra help with learning English are given sensitive

English as an additional support and guidance that enables them to take a full part in lessons.

language

Provision for pupils Good overal. The very good provision for pupils moral and social

personal, including spiritual, | development reflects the high priority the school givesto promoting a sense

moral, social and cultural of community in which everyone is equally valued. Spiritual, cultural and

development persona development are promoted well.

Very good steps are taken to ensure pupils' welfare, health, safety and

How well the school caresfor | protection. The arrangements for assessing pupils’ learning and using this
its pupils information to help them do better are satisfactory overall, athough teachers
do not record assessment information systematically enough.

The school’s good links with parents involve them well in its life. The sense
How well the school worksin | of community is shared well with parents, and links are strong in the area of
partnership with parents pupils welfare. The information given to parents on their children’s
academic performance is satisfactory overall, although reports are not clear
enough about how well they have done.
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HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

L eadership and management | Satisfactory. The focus on developing pupils as confident, well-rounded,
by the headteacher and other | caring individuals reflects the school’ s aims. The headteacher provides an
key staff effective lead to other staff, working with them to help them fulfil their
responsibilities.

How well the governors fulfil | Well. Governors are committed to the school, and ensure that statutory
their responsibilities requirements are met. They have a good understanding of the school’s
strengths, and are gaining insight into the areas for development.

Satisfactory. The headteacher has a clear understanding of the areasthe
The school’ s evaluation of its | school needsto develop and is working towards improving them. The school
performance development plan identifies appropriate priorities. A system for checking on
the quality of teaching has been set up but is not carried out rigorously
enough.

Satisfactory overal. Staffing and resources for learning are satisfactory, and

The gtrategic use of the accommodation is good. The school has clear procedures for considering
resources educational and financial decisions and consulting parents. It provides sound
value for money.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parentswould like to see improved
The school is approachable. - The amount of homework that is set
The information they receive on their children’s
progress.

The closeness with which the school works with them.
The range of activities provided outside lessons.

The views about the school expressed by parents in the questionnaire and parents' meeting were generally
positive. Inspectors agreed with parents that the school is approachable, and that the information sent in school
reportsis not clear enough about the standard of their children’s work. However, the inspectors found that the
homework set is satisfactory, and that the school offers a satisfactory variety of clubs and other activitiesin
addition to lessons. The team also found that the school works very closely with parentsin caring for their
children and ensuring their welfare, although less closely in ensuring that they do well academically.
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PART B: COMMENTARY
HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?
The school’ sresults and pupils achievements

1. Resaultsinthe nationa testsin English, mathematics and science at the end of Y ear 6 have varied
widely since the last inspection, particularly in mathematics and science. This fluctuation is closely
related to differences in the attainment of the year groups on entry to the school. Some year groups
contained significantly more lower-attaining pupils than others. The overal trend in improvement in the
resultsis in line with the national trend, with girls doing better than boys, as nationally.

2. In 2000, the results in English were average compared both to schools nationally and to similar
schools (based on the proportion of pupils known to be dligible for free school meals). The results
exceeded the target the school had set, that 71 per cent would gain Level 4 or above. Girls did better than
boys, as nationally.

3. Theresultsin mathematics were below average compared both to schools nationally and to similar
schoolsin 2000. Although the results were higher than those reported on by the last inspection, the trend
of improvement from 1996 to 2000 was less than that nationally. The results did not meet the target set
for 2000, that 65 per cent would gain Level 4 or above. Boys and girls' results have been broadly
similar, with variations from year to year.

4. Theresultsin science were in line with both the national average and that for similar schoolsin
2000. Results have fluctuated widely from year to year, but the overall trend is of improvement. The
results for 2000 were considerably better than those of the previous year, and aso better than the 1996
results reported by the last ingpection. Boys and girls' results were broadly similar, though with
variations from year to year.

5. Theresults for 2001 were higher than those for 2000 in dl three subjects, with the greatest
improvement being shown in mathematics. This reflects the success of the *booster’ classes, as many
more pupils were enabled to gain Level 4. However, the mathematics target, set at 83 per cent gaining
Level 4 or above, proved too high because of pupil absence from the tests. In English, the school amost
met its target that 83 per cent would attain Level 4 or above. The targets for 2002 are dightly higher than
those for 2001 (85 per cent in both subjects). The targets are challenging, but likely to be met if the
planned improvements to the teaching of writing and of mathematics are successful.

6. InEnglish, the standards attained by the pupils now in Y ear 6 are average. Many pupils speak
clearly and confidently, and most read fluently and with pleasure. Some higher-attaining pupils are not
extended sufficiently to read more chalenging books. Pupils learn to write in a good range of styles, and
their spelling and punctuation are satisfactory. They have too few opportunities to write independently
and at length, which lowers their attainment in this aspect of the subject. The achievement of pupils of all
ages and levels of attainment, including those with special educationa needs, is satisfactory.

7. In mathematics, the overal standard attained by the pupils now in Y ear 6 is average. It is higher
than the test results for 2000, largely because of improvements to mathematics teaching during this
school year. Pupils have covered a good amount of work. It is very well organised. They have been
taught good strategies for finding answers in different ways, although their previously-completed written
work showed few examples of pupils using their initiative to solve problems for themselves.
Nevertheless, pupils achievement is satisfactory overall.

8. Inscience, the standard attained by the pupils now in Year 6 is average. Pupils work iswell
organised and clearly written up, and shows that they have a good understanding of what they have
covered. They understand the importance of fair testing and use their mathematical skills to measure
accurately. Pupilsin the lower school have aso completed an appropriate amount of work. However, too
much of it has been recorded on worksheets or copied rather than being written in their own words. Asa
result, pupils do not readily recall what they have learned. Nevertheless, pupils achievement is
satisfactory overall.
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9. Ingeography, history and physical education, the evidence indicated that standards are at the level
expected of pupilsin Year 6. Standards in music are above what is expected. Standards are below what
is expected in ICT because Y ear 6 pupils have little experience of some areas of the Nationa
Curriculum, and have used computers infrequently. Standards are also below expectationsin art. There
was insufficient evidence to determine standards in design and technology

10. Pupils' achievement, in relation to their prior attainment, is satisfactory overall and in aimost all
subjects. The school’ s records of the various tests pupils have taken each year show that most have made
the expected progress in English and mathematics. A comparison of pupils results in the national tests at
theend of Year 2, just before they entered the school, and at the end of Y ear 6 also suggests that pupils
have achieved satisfactorily. ‘Boogter’ and * Springboard’ sessions to help pupils attain the levels
expected nationally in English and mathematics, teaching pupilsin sets in mathematics, support sessions
provided for pupils with specia educational needs, and sessions for gifted and talented pupils have all
made a positive contribution to pupils’ achievement. However, pupils do better in gaining knowledge
than in developing skills and understanding, asisindicated by the focus on recording information in their
written work. Pupils do well when they are given opportunities for independent investigative activities,
but these are not provided often enough. Pupils achievement is unsatisfactory in ICT because they have
not been taught al that is required by the National Curriculum and many have used computers
infrequently. Their achievement in art is also unsatisfactory, because pupils have generally not been
taught the techniques they need for their work. There was insufficient evidence to judge pupils
achievement in design and technology. Their achievement in music is good.

11. Pupils' achievement in literacy is satisfactory. Their reading skills are usualy sufficient for them to
cope with the demands of other subjects, for example to complete worksheets accurately. The quality of
pupils’ writing is higher in science than in other subjects such as history and geography, where thereis
too much copying. Pupils written work is presented satisfactorily overall, with some that is very neat

and careful, but also some that is untidy. Pupils' achievement in numeracy is also satisfactory. They have
the skills needed in subjects such as science and geography, to measure and record data accurately.

12. The few pupils who have needed help with learning English have made good progress as the work
has been adapted for them as necessary. Pupils with special educational needs, and those from the
travelling community, also make satisfactory progress. Some pupils do well enough to be removed from
the school’ s register of special needs.

Pupils attitudes, values and personal development

13. Theimprovement in pupils attitudes, values and personal development since the last inspection is
satisfactory.

14. Attitudes are good. Pupils generaly like school and enjoy the different activities offered. When
experiences are stimulating, as with the school production * Robin Hood', pupils show great enthusiasm
for the opportunity to shine. They become very involved in activities that challenge them to make rea
effort, such as learning to swim and extra-curricular music. Pupils tend to lose interest when the level of
challenge in lessons is not high enough, for example in dull and repetitive tasks such as copying text or
filling in worksheets. When teaching focuses sharply on what pupils are expected to learn, with activities
that are suitably challenging and interesting, they are happy to work hard.

15. Behaviour is good overall, and very good around the school and in the playground. Sometimes,
pupils behaviour is outstanding, as was observed during a rehearsal of ‘ Robin Hood' and at a parish
communion service. Bullying is rare and any incidents that do occur are dealt with promptly and
constructively. No pupils have been permanently excluded, and fixed-term exclusions are unusual, with
just one in the year before the inspection. Most pupils behave very well most of the time. The instances of
restlessness and inattentive behaviour in lessons usually occur when the learning activities are
undemanding or the teacher’ s expectations of pupils work and effort are too low. Pupils with special
educational needs who receive extra help generaly enjoy their lessons and try hard. Occasionally, pupils
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with emotional and behavioural difficulties respond unpredictably to teachers careful effortsto
encourage them to work, athough the teachers skills in managing the class generally ensure that other
pupils' learning is not disrupted.

16. Pupils' personal development is good. They are tolerant and show consideration for others. They
respect and value each others' talents, as was clear from the genuine warmth of their applause after a
rehearsal of ‘Robin Hood'. Pupilsin Year 6 who are house captains or vice captains take their
responsibilities serioudly, and are very helpful to visitors. Pupils are not always as independent and self-
assured as others of their age, as seen in their occasionally immature responses in discussions in class
and with inspectors. Thisis because most pupils have fewer opportunities than might be expected to use
their initiative and contribute to the life and work of the school. Their work offers them less scope for
developing critical thinking skills and independence than in most schools. As a resullt, their personal
development is stronger in terms of kindness and concern for others than in independence and maturity.

17. Relationships among pupils and with adults are very good, reflecting the school’ s aims and ethos,
which focus on harmony, tolerance and a sense of community. Pupils are very responsive to the school’s
daily routines and thoughtful assemblies. They help pupils to appreciate how their actions affect others.
As aresult they are friendly and helpful, for instance in their very warm welcome for new pupils on an
induction visit. Pupils from very different backgrounds (including those from minority ethnic
backgrounds, pupils who are learning English, and those from the traveller community) get on very well
together. They work well together when given the chance, and collaborate very well on projects and in
musical activities such as the choir.

18. Attendance is satisfactory. It is close to the national average. Unauthorised absence is above
average. Thisis because afew families take too many holidays in term time, and afew traveller families
do not always give nhotice of their absence. Traveller children make steady progress when at school, but
their absences have affected their all-round achievement. The school is very vigilant about the number
and length of term-time holiday absences because of the impact they have on pupils' learning. Asa
result, quite properly, it does not authorise such absences automatically.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

19. Teaching and learning were satisfactory or better in 91 per cent of the lessons observed. The
teaching was very good in 18 per cent of the lessons. It was good in 37 per cent, and satisfactory ina
further 37 per cent. In 9 per cent, teaching and learning were unsatisfactory. The proportions of good or
better and very good or better teaching were alittle lower than in many schools inspected nationally.
Relatively few lessons (22) were observed because of various events and activities during the period of
the inspection, including the whole school taking part in or watching a dress rehearsal for the school
performance. The evidence of pupils written work and teachers planning also contributed to the overall
judgement that teaching and pupils' learning are satisfactory overall, and in English and mathematics.
Too few lessons were observed in the other subjects to make a separate judgement for each of them.

20. Themost effective teaching had a number of featuresthat led to pupils learning very well. The
lessons were well planned, and the teacher had identified clearly what understanding and skills the pupils
were expected to gain from the activities. These were varied, and time limits were set for pupils
independent work. Consequently, levels of interest were high and pupils did their best to live up to the
teacher’ s high expectations of their work and effort, for example by making thoughtful contributions to
class discussion. Time was used very productively as teacher and pupils shared a sense of urgency.
Occasionally, teachers made very good use of small whiteboards during a class discussion, such as of
how to improve a story draft, by getting each pupil quickly to write down a suggestion. This led to much
higher levels of participation than through the more usual method of answering orally, and enabled the
teacher to monitor each pupil’ s understanding. At the end of the most effective lessons, a discussion
reviewed pupils' learning and gave them further things to think about.
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21. Strengthsin many of the lessons observed were that the teachers had positive relationships with
pupils and encouraged them to do well, while maintaining firm discipline and managing the lesson
activities effectively. Pupils responded by showing interest, and working co-operatively and sensibly.
Teachers gave much praise in recognition of pupils successes, which motivated them further. Most
teachers led quegtion-and-answer sessions purposefully, often with a good focus on explaining unfamiliar
vocabulary and encouraging pupils to use subject speciaist language correctly, for example in
mathematics. Written work has been marked regularly, sometimes with very helpful, detailed comments
that reward success and give good advice on how to improve in future. This strength was also noted by
the last inspection.

22. Weaknesses in some teaching, including in lessons that were judged to be satisfactory overall,
occurred because of alack of focus on pupils' learning. Teachers planning did not identify the skills and
techniques that needed to be taught or revised. The teachers did not explain clearly enough to pupils what
they were expected to learn, and the work did not build explicitly on what pupils had previoudly learned.
As aresult, pupils often struggled to carry out the task well. The pace of these lessons was slow, often
because teachers talked for too long. Pupils tended to lose concentration, and when set written work they
did it owly. Pupils written work includes too much that is undemanding, such as colouring-in and
copying. The sample of pupils written work and teachers' planning showed that worksheets have been
over-used, limiting pupils opportunities for sustained, independent writing in English and other subjects.
Some use of worksheets has been good because they have provided useful information together with
extension activities for high-attaining pupils, for instance in science. Too often, however, worksheets
reguire pupils to carry out routine tasks such as completing the gaps in a passage or answering a series of
guestions. These limit pupils' opportunities to think for themselves and to learn through writing in their
own words. As aresult, some pupils' recal of the work covered is weaker than it should be.

23. Theteaching of pupils with specia educational needs is satisfactory overall. Teachers and support
staff work effectively together, and ensure that extra help is well focused for particular pupils. Teachers
are aware of the pupils needs, and the targets of their individual education plans. Sometimes, teachers
adapt the work so that the demands are simplified for these pupils, such as by providing a framework to
guide their writing. However, the sample of written work showed that on other occasions they have been
set the same work as the othersin their class, but have completed less of it. Sometimes, support
assistants provide very good extra help. For example, ateacher was able to continue a literacy lesson
while an assistant quietly and firmly dealt with some awkward behaviour, and so the learning of the other
pupils was not disturbed. Planning ensures that, whenever possible, pupils who are withdrawn from
lessons to receive additiona support do work that is related to that of the rest of the class.

24. Teacherstake careto involve pupils of different backgrounds and levels of attainment in discussion
activities, which motivates them. Pupils who are learning English are given appropriate help. For
instance, the opportunity to record information in both English and the pupils home language was
motivating in a science lesson, and helped the learning of English as well as of science. Appropriate
provision is made for pupils from the travelling community. They are included in all aspects of school
life, and the school makes good use of the support of the local authority staff to ensure that work meets
the pupils needs.

25. Gifted and talented pupils are withdrawn from class lessons once a week, and given other work that
extends their skills in English and mathematics, for example through problem-solving activities. In a
session observed during the inspection, the teaching was good because the pupils were enabled to discuss
in depth and expected to listen to others views carefully. In other lessons, teachers questioning generally
involves high-attaining pupils well, and they make satisfactory progress.

26. The sKkills of literacy and numeracy are taught satisfactorily overall. Teachers expect pupilsto
record information carefully, and in science this is done particularly well. Numeracy skills are practised
in arange of subjects, such asin carrying out surveys in work that links mathematics or science and ICT,
and in recording weather data in geography.
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27. Some parents expressed the view that homework is not set regularly enough, and insufficient
demands are made of the older pupils. The ingpection found that overal the use of homework is
satisfactory. Books are sent home regularly for reading, and pupils have other tasks such as spellings or
multiplication tables to learn. However, teachers make too little use of homework for other learning
activities, and to extend and challenge pupils further.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED TO
PUPILS?

28. The curriculum covers all the subjects of the National Curriculum, and is broadened by the addition
of French and some Latin for the older pupils. Pupil groupings and the organisation of the school day
have been revised since the last inspection, following consultation with parents, with the aim of
improving the quality of education provided. For example, the afternoon session now gives a substantial
time, usualy an hour each, to foundation subjects such as art, geography and music. The mixed-age
classes, with two paralel classesin the lower school and three in the upper school, have enabled teachers
to plan together, giving consistency in the work covered in each class. This means that pupilsin the
different classes have equal opportunities within the curriculum, and the foundation subjects are given
due attention. A good feature is that occasionally these subjects are taught in longer blocks of time, such
asin aday focused on art work or design and technology activities. Visitors to the school make a good
contribution to this work, enhancing the range and quality of experiences pupils are given. Additionally,
some visits to the local areatake place, and residential trips linked to work in history and geography are
provided for pupilsin the upper school. Links to the community make a good contribution to pupils
learning.

29. The school has planned carefully for the requirements of the Nationa Curriculum to be covered on
atwo-year cycle, so that pupils study new topics each year. The planning sets out what is to be taught in
some detail, but does not show the skills that the pupils in each year group are expected to learn through
the content covered. This is reflected in teachers’ lesson planning, which generally does not identify how
pupils will develop their skills through the content that is covered. Consequently, pupilsin Years 3 and 4
usualy do the same work, as do pupilsin Years 5 and 6, with the younger and lower-attaining pupils
tending to complete less of it. As aresult, pupils make better progress in their knowledge than in their
skills and understanding.

30. The school day has been planned carefully to enable pupils to be re-grouped for mathematics, on the
basis of assessments of the standards they have attained. This arrangement has been helpful in enabling
staff to match the level of the work more closely to pupils needs, and has helped to improve standardsin
mathematics. However, it has led to some classes having pupils from three (or even al four) year groups.
The school has recognised that this is undesirable because of the differences in the speed of pupils
learning, and so from September 2001 it isto re-group pupils within upper and lower school, rather than
across the whole school.

31. Theschool hasinvested in additional staff so that pupils can be taught in smaller classes for English
and mathematics, to help raise standards, and so that pupils who are identified as being gifted or talented
have weekly sessions in which they are given more challenging topics. This has helped them to do well in
mathematics and science, for example through problem-solving activities. These features of the curricular
provision are good. The curriculum aso takes account of the pupils with special educational needs. Extra
help is given to small groupsin literacy lessons. Setting in mathematics ensures that pupils work at
appropriate levels and those with learning difficulties are given extra support in the classroom. Pupils
with sensory difficulties are suitably catered for, and enabled to take a full and active part in al lessons.
Pupils’ work and progress are tracked with the whole-class assessment.

32. Theprovision for ICT has been the weskest area of the curriculum as the requirements of the
National Curriculum were not covered adequately until this year, leading to the older pupils not having
covered all they should have. As aresult, standards are below what is expected nationaly. The work
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covered recently is based on nationa guidance and schemes of work, and makes suitable links between
ICT and other subjects.

33. Curriculum planning does not identify how pupils skillsin literacy and numeracy will be developed
in other subjects. Nevertheless, both literacy and numeracy sKills are promoted satisfactorily in other
subjects. The school has recognised that pupils are not developing their skills in independent writing
sufficiently. To tackle this, the focus of work in the literacy hour has been shifted from reading to
writing, with guided reading now taking place at another time of the day.

34. The provision for personal, social and health education is satisfactory. Sex education is covered
appropriately, asis drug misuse. The school has satisfactory links with other schools, particularly the
infant school from which most of its pupils come.

35. Some parents expressed the view that too few activities are provided outside lessons. The inspection
found that the extra-curricular provision is satisfactory, given the small size of the school and the work
the staff have been doing on improving their skillsin ICT and planning and developing the curriculum. A
reasonably wide range of sports activities is available, including competitive team games. The
opportunities for music, such as playing in the school orchestra, are good. ‘Booster’ and * springboard’
classes have helped some pupils do better in English and mathematics.

36. The provision for pupils’ personal, including spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is
good overal, which is an improvement since the last ingpection. A policy statement provides a very good,
clear basis for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, but has not yet had an impact on
the curriculum. As aresult, in lessons teachers miss some opportunities to encourage reflection, to draw
on pupils own rich and varied experiences and to share awe-inspiring moments.

37. Many strong links with the church, including a carefully-planned programme of shared assemblies,
underpin spiritual development thoughtfully. There were some very good examples of these during the
inspection, including a school assembly led by the rector and a parish communion which offered a real
sense of occasion that was valued by the pupils. Good attention to spiritual awarenessis reflected in
everyday routines, including positive use of the rewards system to show that pupils efforts are valued,
and in projects such as the design and symbolism of the school’ s Millennium stained glass window.
Spiritual development is fostered well.

38. The school cultivates moral and social development very well, reflecting the high priority it givesto
promoting a sense of community in which everyone is equally valued. Led by the headteacher’s strong
example, adults set a very good example of care, concern and respect for others and of what is right and
fair. They consistently encourage consideration for others, and have high expectations of the way
children relate to each other and to adults.

39. The school’s aims are very clear about its welcome for all children from the neighbourhood and its
promotion of attitudes of mutual respect, responsibility and tolerance. These are reflected it its strong
community ethos, which encourages pupils moral and social development. Projects and productions
provide particularly good opportunities for high-level collaboration and co-operation. Residential visits to
places such as Hindleap Warren and the Isle of Wight contribute very well to personal and socia
development. Y ear 6 pupils have good opportunitiesto contribute to school life as house captains, with
responsihilities such as choosing charities to support and acting as guides for visitors. However, in
genera pupils do not have enough scope for planning and using initiative in their work, and for taking
significant responsibility and expressing their feelings and ideas about school life — athough the
introduction of a questionnaire for pupilsin Years 4 and 5 is a useful start.

40. The provision for pupils' cultural development is good. In general, the curriculum successfully
promotes pupils' respect for different traditions, values and beliefs. Work on projects such as the
playground mural contributes significantly to pupils enjoyment of art. Extra-curricular activitiesin
music and drama, including school productions, local festivals and trips to places such as St Paul’s
Cathedral, support cultural awareness well. The school usesits locdity well to reinforce a sense of
heritage and tradition through local festivals and visits to places such as Bushy Park and the Brooklands
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Museum. It triesto extend pupils knowledge and understanding of diversity through positive links such
as those with the Jewish community and synagogue that now occupies the original school building. The
school recognises the value of exploring the richness and diversity of other cultures. It has, however, yet
to find away of planning these fully into the curriculum so that the rich mix of children and wide
network of friends and relatives from around the world are celebrated and understood better.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

41. The steps taken by the school to ensure pupils' welfare, health, safety and protection are very good.
Thisis acaring school, asit was judged to be at the last inspection. It has very good procedures for
monitoring and promoting good behaviour and for dedling with misbehaviour.

42. Teachers know individual pupils very well, whatever their background, and are fully aware of their
persona and emotional needs. They respond to al pupilsin a supportive and friendly way, mindful of the
school’ saim to create a caring, happy and tolerant community where al are welcomed. The school is
particularly successful in reinforcing its sense of “ our school, our community” in the quality of care it
offers. Staff are well aware of the importance of a safe and well-supervised working environment and the
need to promote a healthy lifestyle. They monitor pupils personal development very carefully and
provide very good personal support, in line with the school’s priorities.

43. The school has identified pupils who have problems with behaviour. The strategies for dealing with
their occasional awkwardness or misbehaviour are good. For example, learning support assistants give
firm guidance and unobtrusive help to pupils whose behaviour would otherwise prevent the rest of the
class from learning, and encourage them to join in the lessons.

44. The systems for improving attendance by diligent tracking of holiday absences and reminding
parents of al the days missed during a child’ stime in school are very helpful. The school’s practice of
registering pupils after, rather than before or during, morning assembly is unsatisfactory. Thisis because
it does not ensure that accurate records of who isin school are available promptly each morning, even if
teachers believe they know who is missing on a particular day. Other than this, teachers record pupils
attendance with care and show the reasons for missed sessions clearly, which helps the school to track
absence easily.

45, Since the last inspection, the school has gone some way to addressing the key issue regarding
assessment. Procedures for assessing pupils attainment and monitoring their progressin English,
mathematics and science are now satisfactory. The school uses a bank of tests, supplementing the
national test results at the end of Years 2 and 6, to assess and monitor the academic progress pupils
make. Results are analysed, and the information is used to organise teaching groups in mathematics. The
information has also been used successfully to identify groups and individual pupils in need of support in
both English and mathematics. The school has built up cumulative records of the results of these annual
tests. However, the records are not analysed systematically to check how well pupils are doing from year
to year, and to ensure that the teaching develops their skills in English and mathemetics progressively.

46. Teachers set targets for pupilsin literacy and numeracy. The targets give clear indications of what
each pupil needs to achieve and are reviewed regularly. In science, teachers assess what the pupils know
and understand at the end of each unit of work. Thisisrecorded in teachers' individual record books.
Teachers assessment records vary too widely in the amount of detail that isincluded and the formeat
used. Reading records generally list the titles pupils have read — or have borrowed from the school library
— but do not include evaluations of how well they are progressing. Assessment in other subjects remains
unsatisfactory, as was reported by the last inspection.

47. Planning and assessment for pupils with special educational needs are satisfactory. The school
maintains suitable records for pupils with special educationa needs, and involves parents appropriately
in the review of their children’ sindividual education plans. It also works closely with the infant school,
which forwards details of the pupils previous individual educational plans. Parents are invited to discuss
these plans with the school each term, and both parents and pupils are involved in setting new targets.
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HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

48. The previous report described the school’ s partnership with parents in terms of regular help and
close links. Parents are still willing to offer help and have a range of active links with the school.
Improvement in the partnership has been steady. The school works closaly with parentsin caring for their
children and ensuring their welfare, though less closely in relation to their academic progress.

49. Parents views of the school are broadly positive. They think that it is doing a satisfactory job. They
value the openness of the school, and feel comfortable about asking questions or discussing problems
with staff. Over a quarter of the parents who answered the questionnaire do not fedl that they are well
informed about their children’s progress. Some parents expressed reservations about whether the school
works closely with them, particularly on academic matters such as homework and the rate of progress of
their children. The inspection team found that this area of the school’ s work is satisfactory overall.
Annual reports have been improved this school year. They comment usefully on work in each subject, but
still do not give a clear enough idea of each pupil’ s learning, and whether the rate of progress is fast
enough. This does not help parents to understand how well their children are doing academically, nor to
ask the right questions about progress made. The targets set in the reports are too general to be helpful.
In contrast, reporting on persona development is usualy very good and values each pupil positively.

50. The school’s links with parents are good, and involve them well inits life. Parents are very keen to
support their children and come to events such as parents’ meetings, the school production, sports
competitions and special assemblies very readily. They come into school to hear readers and to help with
the environmental project. They help to run after-school clubs and are on aweekly rotathat ensures good
supervision to and from swimming lessons. The school has a very strong sense of community which is
shared well with parents from all backgrounds. As aresult, there is a very active Friends of the School
Association, which has donated money and resources to the school regularly. It organises well-attended
social events throughout the year, many of which involve members of the local community such as
elderly residents who thoroughly enjoy the monthly bingo sessions. Newdletters, the prospectus and
governors annual report to parents are al very informative and easy to read, and help to foster strong
links and a sense of belonging to the school community. The school is very good at working with parents
to improve their children’s behaviour, attendance and personal development, but the many productive
links with parents have not been explored fully to promote pupils learning and achievement.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

51. The headteacher, senior teacher and governors provide sound leadership and educational direction
for the school. They are committed to creating a caring community in which personal development is
given a high priority and pupils of al backgrounds are given the opportunity to fulfil their potential. The
focus on developing pupils as confident, well-rounded, caring individuals reflects the school’s aims. The
aims are stated very clearly, and are evident in the daily life of the school. Pupils and adults are respected
and valued, and relationships are very good at al levels.

52. The headteacher has a clear educational vision and an understanding of the areas that the school
needs to develop, and is working towards dealing with them. Staff share an understanding of the need to
raise standards, particularly in mathematics and writing, in which results have been inconsistent. They
also recognise that ICT remains a priority for development. The school has taken some good action to
help raise standards in the core subjects of English, mathematics and science. In particular, extra staff
have been employed so that English and mathematics can be taught to smaller classes, and ‘booster’ and
‘springboard’ sessions have been introduced. National and internal tests are analysed, and the
information is used to decide on pupil groupings in mathematics, to help teachers ensure that the work set
meatches pupils' levels of attainment. The school improvement plan identifies areas for future
development appropriately. However, it does not link the actions to be taken to the impact on pupils
learning, nor state priorities and times by when each of the targetsis to be achieved during the year.
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53. The headteacher provides an effective lead to other members of staff, and works with subject co-
ordinatorsto help them fulfil their responsibilities and roles. She carries out a systematic programme of
monitoring the quality of teaching. However, teachers are not given sufficiently clear feedback on how
they can improve pupils learning. Subject co-ordinators now follow a well-defined timetable for
monitoring, which includes examining the quality of pupils work, checking the resources for their
subjects and monitoring teachers planning for the following year. This has improved the staff’s
knowledge of what needs to be done, although the monitoring is not well linked to actions to raise
standards of teaching and learning.

54. Governors are committed to the school, supportive of its aims and feel part of the school
community. Through its committee structure, the governing body ensures that the school meetsiits
statutory requirements. Relationships between the headteacher, the school staff and governing body are
very good, and this effective partnership helps the school considerably in implementing its proposals for
future development. It dso demonstrates the governors  strong commitment to the pupils of the school.
For example, governors contribute to drawing up the school improvement plan. The headteacher and
other key members of staff report regularly to the governing body and most governors aso visit the
school on aregular basis to get first-hand information, which they report back to other governors.
Governors have a good understanding of the strengths of the school and gaining insight into the areas for
development. They recognise the need for continuing attention to most of the key issues identified by the
last inspection report.

55. The school hasintroduced a good system of performance management for staff, based on the
nationa framework. The headteacher has a clear understanding of the strengths of the staff. In the case of
newly-qudified teachers, the school has developed good systems for induction, including support from a
trained member of staff and the local education authority.

56. The arrangements for the financial management of the school are satisfactory. The headteacher
oversees the management of the school’ s finances effectively, assisted by the administration officer and
the governing body’ s finance committee. Grants made to the school by outside agencies are used
appropriately, and all the recommendations set out in the recent audit report from the local authority’s
auditors have been implemented. Finances are linked to the main objectives of the school improvement
plan. The school has clearly set out procedures for ensuring that it achieves value for money for all items
of expenditure. Its use of new technology is good except that it does hot use ICT to track individua
pupils performance, athough thisis being introduced.

57. The provision for pupils with special educational needs is managed satisfactorily. The co-ordinator
works closely with the class teachers and teaching assistants. The governor for specia educationa needs
isinvolved, supportive and informed about developmentsin this area. Support staff are very well trained.
The school draws on the support of external agencies to help pupils with specia educational needs, and
this has a positive impact on their progress. The co-ordinator liaises well with local secondary schools to
ensure that pupils make a smooth transition to secondary education. Small teaching rooms are available
for teaching pupils with special educational needs, and good use is made of other areas in the school for
teaching small groups or individuals. Resources are satisfactory, athough ICT is not sufficiently used to
support these pupils' learning.

58. The school currently has enough teachers to ensure that the requirements of the National
Curriculum are met. Asin most small primary schools, some teachers take on responsibility for subjects
in which they do not have specific expertise. However, they take part in appropriate training to ensure
that they are able to carry out their responsibilities effectively. Good use is generaly made of learning
support assistants. The pupils and teachers value their support. They help to ensure that pupils make
steady progress, including pupils with special educational needs and those for whom English is an
additional language. The special educational needs co-ordinator is committed to ensuring that all pupils
on the special educational needs register are well supported.

59. The accommodation is good. There are plenty of classrooms and other teaching areas. These include
awell-equipped music room, an art room and a science area, all of which are well used for individual and
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small group lessons. The two classrooms in huts are unsatisfactorily provided for as they do not have
running water. This makes it difficult for teachers to cover the full curriculum in art, mathemeatics and
science. The school has good facilities for physical education, and pleasant grounds with a quiet seating
area. Attractive murals, based on pupils designs, are currently being painted on the external walls. The
school has identified other areas for future development, including increased facilities for teaching ICT.
The school has a satisfactory range of resources to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum,
although some of the classroom computers are unreliable, limiting pupils opportunities for ICT work.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

60. To raise standards and further improve the quality of education provided, the governors,
headteacher and staff should:

(1) improve the standard of pupils’ work and their achievement in ICT, both as a taught subject and
within the teaching of other subjects [paragraphs 9, 10, 90, 92] . The school is already working
towards achieving this.

2 |mprovethe quality of teaching and pupils' learning, by:

planning for the specific knowledge, skills and understanding pupils are expected to learn
from the activities of each lesson, ensuring that the work builds on the prior learning of
pupils in each year group, and making the learning objectives clear to pupils [ paragraphs
22, 29, 70, 83, 89, 90];

ensuring that the pace of lessons is purposeful, so that pupils are fully engaged and work
more productively during lessons [ paragraphs 22, 69, | ;

keeping better records of pupils independent reading, so that pupils can be given better
support and guidance [ paragraphs 46, 63] ;

keeping more systematic records of how well pupils have done in their work, especialy in
the core subjects, and using this information to inform curriculum planning [ paragraphs 45,
46, 69, 70, 85, 93];

providing more opportunities for pupils independent thinking and learning, for example by
reducing the use of undemanding activities that limit pupils attainment [paragraphs 10, 22,
74, 78, 86, 87].

(3) Provide awider range of opportunities for pupils to write independently, in English and other
subjects [ paragraphs 22, 64, 65, 80, 89 ;

61. Other minor issues that the governing body may wish to include in the action plan are to:

improving standards in art, by providing more opportunities for pupils to learn skills and
techniques [ paragraphs 10, 84].

making more use of homework to extend pupils’ learning [ paragraph 27] ;
improving the assessment of pupils learning in foundation subjects [ paragraph 46] ;
improving the reliability of the classroom computers [ paragraph 93] ;

making annual reports more informative about how well pupils have done, with clearer targets
[paragraph 49 ;

providing more opportunities for pupilsto use their initiative and exercise responsibility, to
promote their independence and maturity [ paragraphs 16, 39] ;

registering pupils promptly at the start of each school day [ paragraph 44] .
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed 22
Number of discussions with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 24

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
0 18 36.5 36.5 9 0 0
The table gives the percentage of teaching observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about |essons.
I nformation about the school’s pupils
Pupils on the school’sroll Y3-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) 151
Number of full-time pupils known to be eligible for free school meals 16
FTE means full-time equival ent.
Special educational needs Y3-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of special educational needs 1
Number of pupils on the school’ s specia educational needs register 38
English asan additional language No of pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additional language 6
Pupil mobility in thelast school year No of pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 12
Pupils who left the school other than at the usual time of leaving 10
Attendance 1999-2000
Authorised absence Unauthorised absence
% %
School data 39 School data 1.2
National comparétive data 5.2 National comparétive data 0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2

Year Boys Girls Total
Number of registered pupilsin final year of Key Stage 2 for the latest reporting year 2000 17 24 41
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English M athematics Science
Boys 14 10 15
Numbers of pupilsat NC level 4 and Girls 18 14 19
above
Tota 32 24 34
Percentage of pupils School 78 (67) 59 (53) 83 (67)
a NClevel 4 or above National 75 (70) 72 (69) 85 (78)
Teachers Assessments English M athematics Science
Boys 11 11 13
Numbers of pupilsat NC level 4 and Girls 17 16 17
above
Tota 28 27 30
Percentage of pupils School 70 (56) 66 (47) 73 (64)
a NClevel 4 or above National 70 (68) 72 (69) 79 (75)
Percentagesin brackets refer to the year beforethelatest reporting year.
Ethnic background of pupils Exclusionsin the last school year
No of pupils Fixed period Permanent
Black — Caribbean heritage 1 Black — Caribbean heritage 0 0
Black — African heritage 1 Black — African heritage 0 0
Black — other 0 Black — other 0 0
Indian 9 Indian 0 0
Pakistani 0 Pakistani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 1 Chinese 0 0
White 139 White 0
Any other minority ethnic group 0 Other minority ethnic groups 0 0
Thistablerefersto pupils of compulsory school age only. This table gives the number of exclusions of pupils of compulsory

school age, which may be different from the number of pupils

excluded.
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Teachers and classes

Qualified teachers and classes: Y3-Y6

Financial information

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) 6.6
Number of pupils per qualified teacher 23:1
Average class size 30
Education support staff: Y3-Y6

Total number of education support staff 6
Total aggregate hours worked per week 93

Financial year 2000- 2001
£
Tota income 325,437
Total expenditure 339,893
Expenditure per pupil 2,237
Balance brought forward from previous year 14,785
Balance carried forward to next year 329
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Results of the survey of parentsand carers

Questionnairereturn rate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do a home.

Theteaching is good.

| am kept well informed about how my child is getting
on.

| would feel comfortable about approaching the school
with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and achieve
his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school is well led and managed.

The school is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of activities
outside lessons.
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Number of questionnaires sent out 151
Number of questionnaires returned 74
Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly Don't
agree agree disagree | disagree know
47 40 12 1 0
29 51 14 0 6
24 59 7 3 7
20 50 21 5 4
31 43 6 1 14
19 53 20 5 3
46 47 5 1 1
36 49 10 1 4
22 53 18 4 3
46 34 11 1 8
35 51 8 1 5
22 51 16 11 0




PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE
CURRICULUM, SUBJECTS AND COURSES

ENGLISH

62. Resultsinthe national tests at the end of Y ear 6 have varied widely since the last inspection. This
fluctuation is closely related to wide differences in the attainment of each year group on entry to the
school, as was shown by an analysis of their results in the national tests at the end of Year 2. In 2000, the
results were average compared both to schools nationally and to similar schools. The results exceeded the
target the school had set, that 71 per cent would gain Level 4 or above. Girls did better than boys, as
nationaly. Overall, the 2000 results were higher than those reported by the last ingpection, mirroring the
national trend of improvement. The results for 2001 are higher than those for 2000, and almost met the
school’ s target.

63. The standards attained by the pupils now in Y ear 6 are average overall, and in all three aspects of
the subject. The achievement of pupils of al ages and levels of attainment, including those with specia
educational needs, is satisfactory. As at the time of the last inspection, many pupils speak confidently and
articulately. For example, pupils who took part in the school production ‘Robin Hood' delivered their
lines clearly and well. In lessons, the younger pupils tended to be the most articulate and fluent when
answering teachers questions, in English and in other subjects. The older pupils often gave short
answers, rarely exploring ideas at any length, although they showed that they had listened with
understanding as their answers were usually relevant.

64. Most pupils enjoy reading, and do so regularly at home as well as at school. They read a good
variety of children’s authors. For example, the favourite authors named by average- and higher-attaining
pupils included Anne Fine and Roald Dahl. However, pupils are given insufficient guidance to ensure
that the books they choose are at an appropriate level of difficulty. For example, higher-attaining Y ear 6
pupils are enjoying the Harry Potter series, but have not been directed towards more challenging, classic
fiction. Some lower-attaining pupils are struggling with the books they have chosen from the school
library, which they read with little understanding. Although the school uses reading scheme books with
the pupils with special educationa needs who still have significant difficulties with independent reading,
there is no structured programme to help the others develop the skills they need, and they have too few
opportunities to read to an adult. However, most pupils read with sound understanding of the events of a
story, and so are able to explain how characters feel and to make sensible predictions as to what might
happen next. Average- and higher-attaining pupils read aloud fluently and expressively.

65. Pupilslearnto writein agood variety of styles, adapting their language according to the purpose of
the text. For example, higher-attaining pupilsin the upper school have organised their ideasinto a
coherent discussion of global warming, written in aformal style. Most pupilsin the upper school use
speech marks correctly in dialogue, spell accurately, and paragraph appropriately. Y ounger pupils
improve the accuracy with which they punctuate sentences, with higher-attaining pupils meeting their
target to learn to use paragraphs. Although achievement is satisfactory overdl, too much of pupils
writing involves short tasks based on worksheets. Though the tasks set are usually appropriate in that
they develop specific skills, pupils have too few opportunities to apply these skills independently, and to
learn how to write well at length. This lowers their attainment in this aspect of the subject.

66. Literacy skills are promoted satisfactorily in other subjects, athough thisis not planned for
systematically. Pupils' reading skills are usualy sufficient for them to cope with the demands of other
subjects, for example to complete worksheets accurately. Some higher-attaining pupils in the upper
school have been encouraged to summarise the key points from the texts they have downloaded from the
Internet or CD-ROM S, but other pupils have not been expected to do this. The qudity of pupils writing
is higher in science than in other subjects such as history and geography, where there is too much
copying. Pupils written work is presented satisfactorily overal, with some that is very neat and careful,
but also some that is untidy as teachers have not insisted that pupils apply the handwriting skills they
have been taught and practised. The school has recognised that pupils are not developing their skillsin
independent writing sufficiently. To tackle this, the focus of work in the literacy hour has been shifted
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from reading to writing, with guided reading now taking place at another time of the day. However, the
over-use of worksheets that require only short answers has not been dealt with, and continues to limit
pupils opportunities to learn through writing independently and at length.

67. Pupils with special educationa needs make satisfactory progress overal. In some lessons, they are
given good support by classroom assistants, who manage their behaviour well and enable them to take an
active part in class discussion. Written work showed that some of these pupils have had too few
opportunities for independent writing, however.

68. Teaching and learning in English are satisfactory overall. The teaching observed during the
ingpection varied from very good to satisfactory. The best teaching and learning was seen in the lower
school. Features of the most successful lessons were the teachers' purposeful manner and enthusiasm, a
good pace which was maintained by time limits being set on the varied activities, and the use of a good
variety of resources. These led to pupils working hard, and enjoying the lessons. Strengths in most
lessons were that new vocabulary was taught clearly, and teachers checked that pupils understood
difficult words. They were alert to the language difficulties of pupils who are not yet fluent in English,
and enabled them to join in lesson activities by explaining clearly and adapting written tasks
appropriately. When teaching and learning were very good, the teachers challenged pupils to think, by
asking them probing questions and encouraging them to respond thoughtfully. They were helped to
understand how to tackle the tasks set, for instance by working through an example that modelled how to
make a story more interesting. Teachers motivated pupils by giving praise, and so relationshipsin the
lessons were good and pupils learned confidently.

69. Some weaknesses were observed in lessons that were judged satisfactory overall, and were reflected
in teachers' planning and the quality of pupils written work. Sometimes, the teacher had not decided
specifically what pupils were expected to learn from the lesson activities, and this led to explanations
being unclear. Pupils were unsure how to do the work, and the so pace of their learning was too sow.
Teachers expectations of pupils ora work and reading were higher than of their writing, as aresult of
which some pupils did too little written work in the time available. Worksheets have been over-used, and
teachers have not monitored pupils' independent reading closely enough. However, marking is often a
strength, with some very good, detailed feedback being given that helps pupils understand what they have
done well and what to focus on to improve in future.

70. The leadership and management of English are satisfactory overall, asis the development of the
subject since the last inspection. Some improvements have been made, in response to an evaluation of the
strengths and weaknesses in standards of work, but more remain to be tackled. Standards are similar to
those reported by the last inspection and results in the tests at the end of Y ear 6 have improved, as
nationally. The introduction of the literacy strategy has been managed successfully, and teachers
planning is thorough in respect of the content to be covered. The school tests pupils regularly, which
enables staff to see whether they are progressing as expected, but this and other assessment information
is not used systematically to ensure that the work is well matched to pupils' learning needs. This
weakness is reflected in curriculum and lesson planning, that it does not identify what pupils of differing
levels of attainment are expected to learn from the activities, and how the activities will build up pupils
skills systematically from year to year.

MATHEMATICS

71. Resultsinthe nationa tests at the end of Year 6 in 2000 were below average compared both to
schools nationally and to similar schools. Although these results were higher than those reported on by
the last inspection, the trend of improvement from 1996 to 2000 was less than that nationally. The results
varied widely during this time, from well above to well below the national average, reflecting differences
in the proportion of lower-attaining pupils in the year groups. However, results have risen steadily since
1999, with the results for 2001 being better than in previous years. Boys and girls' results have been
broadly similar, though with variations from year to year.
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72. The overal standard attained by the pupils now in Y ear 6 is average. It is higher than the test
results for 2000, largely because of improvements to mathemetics teaching this school year. Pupils have
covered agood amount of work. It is very well organised. They have been taught good strategies for
finding answers in different ways, although their previously-completed written work showed few
examples of pupils using their initiative to solve problems for themselves. Nevertheless, pupils
achievement is satisfactory overall.

73. Pupils are re-grouped for mathematics, into sets based on the standard of their work. This has
helped to raise standards, especialy of the younger pupils in each set. For example, the higher-attaining
Year 3 pupils who are working with older pupils are learning well. They have a good understanding of
addition and subtraction, and of odd and even numbers, but find it difficult to apply what they know to
making general statements. However, the work in sets with wide age differences does not cater for the
different ages sufficiently. The school is aware of this, and is to re-organise the groupings from
September 2001. Older, higher-attaining pupils benefit from the more challenging work they cover in the
weekly small-group lessons. They have a good understanding of the relationship between decimals,
fractions and percentages, investigate the size of different circles to find the value of Pi and construct and
interpret different graphs and charts. Pupils with special educationa needs have work well matched to
their ability. The extra support they receive from the teacher enables them to make sound, and sometimes
good, progress.

74. The quality of teaching is satisfactory overal, athough it varies between classes and is not as high
asreported at the last inspection, when it was judged to be good. During the ingpection, the teaching and
learning observed ranged from very good to unsatisfactory. In the most successful lessons, mental starter
sessions moved at a good pace, with questions that involved al the pupils. Very good use was made of
individual white boards to record answers, which meant that all pupils were actively involved. The pace
and challenge were maintained throughout, and pupils were expected to explain how they worked out
their answers. Astute questioning enabled teachers to assess pupils understanding and learning and to
correct misconceptions. In most lessons, teachers explanations were clear and related well to what pupils
had learned previoudly. For example, in work on graphs, ateacher’s clear explanations of the four
guadrants enabled pupils to apply themselves to the task confidently and to work out the co-ordinates of
given points correctly. Where teaching and learning were unsatisfactory, the work was undemanding and
the teacher’ s explanations were too long. This led to the pupils becoming inattentive, and the pace of their
work was dow.

75. Ingenera, lessons are planned thoroughly, using the format of the National Numeracy Strategy.
Teachers have good relationships with pupils, and make good use of praise to reinforce what they have
done well. Teachers aso reinforce the use of mathematical vocabulary, and expect pupils to work nestly
and accurately in their books. However, some pupils are given too many worksheetsto complete, and so
they do not learn to organise work for themselves. Marking gives satisfactory support to pupils learning.
Teachers comments in the books are positive and corrections are explained. However, too little emphasis
is given to involving pupils in assessing their own work, to help them identify how they can improve
further. Pupils enjoy mathematics, but during the inspection were often reluctant to answer questionsin
class unless they were asked individually.

76. Numeracy is promoted satisfactorily in other subjects. Pupilsin the lower school have used their
numeracy skills well in the work involving surveys, linked to science, geography and ICT. Science
investigations also involve pupilsin measuring accurately, and in geography they have recorded weather
statistics carefully.

77. The management of the subject and its improvement since the last inspection are satisfactory. The
co-ordinator has monitored teaching, and al staff are well supported. The procedures for assessing pupils
are satisfactory. Test results are analysed to identify areas for development. Pupils' progressistracked
as they move through the school. Thisinformation is used to determine the set in which they will be
working, in order to match the level of pupils work closely to their needs. Target-setting for individual
pupils is helping to raise standards. Although some use is made of ICT, it is not yet having an effect on
raising standards in mathematics.
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SCIENCE

78. Theresults of the national tests at the end of Y ear 6 were in line with both the national average and
that for similar schoolsin 2000. Results have fluctuated widely from year to year, but the overdl trend is
of improvement. The results for 2000 were considerably better than those of the previous year, and also
better than the 1996 results reported by the last inspection. Boys' and girls' results were broadly similar,
though with variations from year to year. The results for 2001 were overall dightly higher than those for
2000.

79. The standard attained by the pupils now in Y ear 6 is average. Pupils achievement is satisfactory.
During the year, a good amount of work has been covered by pupils in the upper school, with suitable
investigative work in each topic. Higher-attaining pupils benefit from the more challenging work they
cover in weekly small-group lessons, extending the work done in class. Pupils plan their own work,
which is well organised and clearly written up, and shows that they have a good understanding of what
they have covered. They are encouraged to use their mathematical skills to measure accurately. They plot
their results on line graphs correctly, and draw conclusions from their findings. Pupils understand the
importance of fair testing. For example, Y ear 5 pupils carried out an experiment to discover which type
of sugar dissolved in water the quickest. They appreciated the need to set up afair test with only one
variable. They went on to find out how much of each type of sugar was needed to make a saturated
solution. They made particularly good progress in their understanding of the experiments. Pupilsin the
lower school have also completed an appropriate amount of work. However, too much of it is recorded
on worksheets or copied rather than being written in their own words. As aresult, pupils do not readily
recall what they have learned.

80. Theteaching and learning of science are now good overal. They have improved, following the
recent introduction of revised curriculum planning. Teachers make good use of the school’s
environmental areato enrich pupils' study of animals and their environments. Pupils written work
showed that they have covered a good range of topics thoroughly, though with more focus on recording
information than on developing their understanding of the content covered. Pupils with specia
educational needs make satisfactory progress as they are given the help they need. Teaching and learning
varied from very good to satisfactory in the lessons observed. The lessons were well prepared, with
suitable work for pupils' different levels of attainment. At the start, teachers explained clearly what
pupils were to learn, and this led to positive attitudes and an enthusiastic response. The introductions to
lessons also ensured that pupils recalled what they had learned previously, and reinforced the use of
correct scientific vocabulary. When the pace of the lesson was brisk, pupils were given time limits for
their activities. As aresult, pupils worked hard and made good progress. Teachers questioned pupilsto
assess their understanding, and rephrased questions if the pupils did not understand. Thiswas
particularly helpful for pupils for whom English is an additional language. However, when the teacher
did not manage the practica activities well, the pupils became noisy and lost concentration on the task.

81. The subject iswell managed and its improvement since the last inspection is good. Teaching, pupils
work and teachers planning have been monitored, and pupils’ test results have been analysed. These
activities have identified the need for pupils to do more independent writing. The use of ICT to extend
pupils work in science, which has been aweakness, is now being tackled successfully.

82. Inthefoundation subjectsreported on below, judgements are based on the evidence of pupils
previoudy-completed work, including that provided in a sample of pupils and that on display around the
school, discussions with teachers and scrutiny of their planning and other documentation, and on talking
to some pupils. Lessons were seen in afew of these subjects. Where the evidence is sufficient, overall
judgements on standards, pupils achievement, teaching and learning have been made. Elsewhere,
inspectors have evauated the quality of what was observed without making overall judgements.
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ART AND DESIGN

83. Theart work seen on display around the school, in pupils sketchbooks and in a portfolio of
evidence indicated that satisfactory improvements have been made since the last inspection, athough
standards at the end of Year 6 are still below what is expected nationally. The evidence showed an
improvement in pupils opportunities for using a variety of media, including some three-dimensional
work such as clay masks, models of trees and outdoor sculptures using natural materials. The study of
other artists work is now well-established. For example, pupilsin the lower school have mixed colours
well to create subtle shades for their paintings in the style of Monet. A strength in recent work has been
the focus on responding to the environment, including designing murals for the outside area. Visitors
have broadened the range of the art curriculum, for example to explore African art. Art now makes a
good contribution to pupils spiritual, cultural and persona development.

84. The evidence showed that sometimes pupils have been taught techniques, and have improved the
quality of their work as aresult. Thiswas shown particularly clearly in upper school pupils work on
drawing faces, the final portraits being of the standard expected for pupils of their age. In the only art
lesson observed, pupilsin Years 5 and 6 made collage pictures from magazine illustrations, after
discussing examples of surredist art shown by the teacher. Though they worked enthusiasticaly, they
lacked sKill in planning and making their collages. The relevant techniques had not been explored
sufficiently in the initial discussion. At the end of the lesson, pupils comments when evaluating others
work were imprecise because the teaching had not helped them to develop the specialist vocabulary and
insights they needed to discuss their intentions and how well they had been realised. Other evidence, such
as the uneven quality of work in pupils sketchbooks, showed that overall pupils achievement in art
remains unsatisfactory despite the improved range of art work covered. Thisis because teaching has not
focused consistently enough on progressively developing pupils skills and understanding. As at the time
of the last inspection, records of how well pupils have done are not kept, and used to help them improve
their future work. Overall, art is managed satisfactorily, although more remainsto be done to raise
standards.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

85. During the inspection, design and technology was not being taught. There was insufficient evidence
to make overal judgements of the standards attained, pupils achievement, and the quality of teaching
and learning. It was also not possible to make an overal judgement on the improvement since the last
inspection.

86. The subject is managed satisfactorily. The co-ordinator is raising the profile of the subject, and has
identified the areas that require future development in order to ensure that pupils make appropriate
progress. Y ounger pupils have begun to keep arecord of their plans and evauations. Some of the older
pupils work, which they completed earlier this term, was displayed in the classroom and was of a
suitable standard. The curriculum has been improved satisfactorily since the last inspection. The new
scheme of work is based on national guidelines, and is organised into two-year cyclesto alow for the
mixed-age classes. The unit of work each term is focused on during one week, to help pupils learning.
Resources have been updated, in line with the new scheme of work. However, pupils evauations of their
work are the only form of assessment, and other records of how well they have done are not kept.

GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

87. The evidence of pupils previously-completed written work suggests that standards in geography
are broadly in line with what is expected nationally, and that pupils achievement is satisfactory overall.
The evidence shows that pupils are strongest in their knowledge of geographical information. For
example, pupilsin Years 5 and 6 have covered many aspects of mountains and rivers, accurately
recording their answers to questions on what they have studied. The higher-attaining pupils have
completed many worksheets and other tasks, including answering geographical questions such as why
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people who live in mountainous places build homes for animals as well as people. Lower-attaining pupils
have considerably less written work, mostly at afactual level involving brief answers. However, pupils of
all ages have had too few opportunities to write independently, to enable them to develop their
understanding and interpretation of the information they have been taught. Some pupils work showed
that too much time has been spent on copying and colouring activities.

88. The evidence of written work suggests that standardsin history are broadly in line with what is
expected nationally, and that pupils achievement is satisfactory overall. Thisis lower than was reported
by the last inspection. The evidence indicates that pupils are now strongest in their factual knowledge.
Some work suggested that pupils have discussed interpretations of evidence from the past, but that their
skillsin historical interpretation are lower than is expected for their age. The sample of their written work
showed that pupils have spent too much time colouring-in worksheets, and copying information instead
of consolidating their understanding by explaining in their own words. The younger pupilsin each year
group do the same work as the older ones, but less of it. However, some more challenging work has been
carried out, as was shown by the work of lower-school pupils on Roman toys. This involved interpreting
pictures of toys and making comparisons with the present day.

89. A lesson was observed, on the Armada. This had been carefully prepared, with a very interesting
activity involving pupils discussing the military situation and what they would do if they were the
Spanish or the English commander. Some of the boys answers showed good strategic thinking. Overall,
the activity led to satisfactory learning although the pupils were excitable and restless, and needed firm
management. The historical understanding shown by the Y ear 6 pupils was broadly of the standard
expected for their age.

90. Both subjects have made broadly satisfactory improvement since the last inspection, although the
opportunities for independent writing appear to be fewer and pupils understanding appears no longer to
be as well developed. The curriculum for both subjectsis now planned on atwo-year cycle that covers
National Curriculum requirements while ensuring that pupils do not repesat topics. Detailed planning
identifies the content to be covered and which resources to use, but does not set out what pupils are
expected to learn. This contributes to the weakness in developing pupils skills and understanding in
geography and history, in a systematic way. The use of ICT has improved recently. For example, in
geography lower-school pupils have used the Internet to look for information on the weather in St Lucia,
and have recorded weather statistics in a spreadsheet. In history, some upper-school pupils have used the
Internet or CD-ROMSs to find information on the Tudors, downloaded it and stuck it into their books. The
subjects are managed satisfactorily overal. Some monitoring has been introduced. Areas of weakness,
such as the need to plan for and assess pupils' learning more systematically, have been identified,
athough action has yet to be taken to deal with them.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

91. Asat thetime of the last ingpection, sandardsin ICT are below what is expected at the end of Y ear
6. Most pupils have used computers infrequently at school. They have not covered all aspects of the ICT
curriculum, and their knowledge and skills have not been built up systemeatically from Year 3to Year 6.
This has lowered pupils overal attainment. Their achievement is unsatisfactory. The available evidence
indicates that Y ear 6 pupils are most confident in word processing, locating and downloading information
from the Internet and CD-ROMSs, and using clip art to illustrate their writing. Although the standard of
thiswork is below what is expected for their age, other evidence indicated that it had been set at an
appropriate level of difficulty, given the pupils' relative lack of previous learning in ICT. They have done
too little work in the other areas of ICT, particularly modelling, control, and interpreting information
such as in databases and spreadsheets.

92. The evidence indicates that pupilsin the lower school have had a wider range of opportunities ICT
than those in the upper school. During this school year, they have been introduced to simple databases
and spreadsheets, in data-handling work linked to science and geography. This has enabled pupilsto
record survey information, such as of sightings of foxesin the Long Ditton area, and to print out the
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resulting data in the form of graphs and bar charts. Pupils have also learned to select clip art to make
repeating patterns, and practised drawing their own pictures and adding a line or two of text. They have
used email to communicate with others, and the Internet to find information. Pupilsin Years 3 and 4 have
done work of asimilar standard, which is at the level expected for pupilsin Year 3.

93. During the inspection, pupils were observed using computers in several lessons. Each classroom has
two computers, but quite often a fault meant that one was out of action. This problem contributes to
pupils having infrequent opportunities for using computers. The pupils observed were set appropriate
tasks, but had very little direct teaching as the teacher’ s attention was mainly focused on the rest of the
class. Sometimes, well-prepared information sheets set out the instructions to follow, as when upper-
school pupils used aclip art to make a picture in an art lesson. The pupils seen using computers worked
co-operatively in pairs, showing satisfactory levels of interest and perseverance. They knew how to use
the mouse, menus and keyboard, but often lacked experience and confidence in using the programs. This
dowed their progress, as they needed more direct teaching than they received.

94. The school has recognised that ICT needs significant improvement, and has made this a priority
within the current school development plan. Considerable progress has recently been made in improving
the ICT curriculum and teachers knowledge and skills. The curriculum is based on national guidance,
and now covers dl the elements of the National Curriculum for ICT. Nevertheless, the improvement
since the last inspection is unsatisfactory. The leadership and management of the subject have been
unsatisfactory, as many of the weaknessesin ICT identified four years ago remain. For instance, most
pupils still gain their confidence and skills mainly from using computers at home, and have made too
little progress in developing these skills at school. The pupils' learning in ICT has not been assessed, to
enable teachers to plan how to build on what pupils already know and to ensure that their skills are
developed systematically and steadily from year to year.

MUSIC

95. The available evidence indicates that standardsin Y ear 6 are above what is expected for pupils of
their age. Thisis an improvement since the last inspection. Pupils achievement is good. They benefit
from the tuition of the extra-curricular music advisor. In assemblies, they sing tunefully and confidently
in unison and in rounds. The choir adds an extra dimension to school singing, and the higher-attaining
pupils take on more demanding music which includes singing in parts. The choir gave a very good
performance in the end-of-term production of * Robin Hood' . The proportion of pupils having
instrumental lessons is higher than in many schools. They have the opportunity to play together in the
school band and reach a good standard.

96. All teachers take their own class for music lessons, based on a published scheme. Although no
music lessons were on the timetable at the time of the ingpection, other evidence showed that pupils enjoy
music and make good progress. In assemblies, pupils listen to awide range of music from different times
and traditions. It is carefully chosen to fit in with the theme of the assembly, and extends their cultural
awareness. Pupils have a good variety of opportunities to be involved in music. Visiting instrumental
teachers give lessonsin violin, cello, guitar, flute and piano. Some older pupils are given the opportunity
to receive a basic introduction to the keyboard or percussion. The choir is well attended by both boys and
girls. The music curriculum is further enriched by the opportunities to attend local concerts, and by
musicians visiting the school to run workshops and give demonstrations. For example, pupils learned to
improvise in ajazz workshop, and participated in didgeridoo and gamelan workshops at the loca arts
festival. Pupils take part in Christmas and summer services at school and in the local church. They have
participated in alocal music festival and in concerts in Guildford, Basingstoke and London. The subject
iswell led and managed, and its improvement since the last inspection is good.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

103. The available evidence indicates that Y ear 6 pupils reach the expected standards in al elements of
physical education. Thisterm, there has been an emphasis on athletics and games. Pupils are aware of
safety rules and understand the importance of warming up exercises. Y ounger pupils learn to throw and
catch with increasing accuracy through a variety of small games. Older pupils progress to learning the
cricket skills of bowling and batting. Swimming takes place throughout the year, and al pupils learn to
swim at the local pool. Professional instructors give lessons, and this good provison means that the
majority of pupils swim well by the time they leave school. During residential visits, pupilsin Years 5
and 6 have good opportunities for outdoor and adventurous activities, which also promote their socia
and personal development. At other times of the year, the school teaches a wide range of sportsincluding
football, netball, basketball and rugby. Professional tutors and coaches support these games, both in
lessons and in after-school clubs. Pupils take part in competitions with other schools and local sports
festivals. The management of the subject is sound. The co-ordinator, who has been in post for only a
short time, has continued to update the scheme of work and has organised sports events. Thereis a good
range of resources for use in lessons, and the play equipment given to pupils at lunch times contributes to
their physical development. The improvement in physical education since the last inspection is
satisfactory.
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