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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Stubbings Infant Schoal is Stuated in the smal market town of Hebden Bridge, in the Cader Vdley. The
school ishoused in aGrade |1 Listed building overlooking the town. There are four classes, including the
nursery, which caters for 40 three-year-old children on a part time basis. The school’ s catchment arealis
varied. Children make good progress and by the time they begin Year 1 they attain well in dl areas of
learning. The number of pupils digible for free school medsisaverage. The schoal is smdler than most
schoals, with 110 pupilson roll. Most pupils are from white ethnic backgrounds. There are three bilingual
pupils fluent in English and another language. Seven pupils have specid educationd needs, which isbeow the
nationa average, though the number with a Statement of Special Educational Need is above the national
average.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisisavery effective schoal. It hasavery good learning climate. Cregtivity and curiogty are effectively
encouraged. Despite budget congtraints, standards are good and above average in most subjects. The quality
of teaching is very good and there is a shared commitment to providing a high qudity of educetion. The
leadership and management is very good and the headteacher provides excdllent vision for future
development. The school gives very good vaue for money.

What the school doeswell

Standards are very good and well above average in reading and art and design.
Standards are good and above average in most other subjects.

Pupils attitudes, vaues and persona development are very good.

The qudlity of teaching and learning is very good.

Curricular opportunities are good.

Procedures for ensuring pupils welfare are very good.

Thereisavery good partnership with parents.

Thereis very good leadership and management.

What could beimproved

Continue to improve standards and resources in mathematics.
Some time alocations to some afternoon lessons.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors' action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The school was last ingpected in 1995. Since then, there have been staffing changes and a new headteacher
was gppointed at the beginning of 1999. The school roll has been steadily increasing since the end of 1999,
when issues of school reorganisation in the area were resolved. 1ssues from the last ingpection have been
effectively addressed and the school has made a good improvement since 1995. Standards have improved in
most subjects. Teachers now have a very consstent approach to teaching and learning. Structured play is
now an integra part of the curriculum for the early years. Pupils throughout the school now have very good
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opportunities for evaluating their work. There has been a strong focus on developing information and
communication technology, which is continuing. Teaching time and the provison of adally act of collective
worship were successfully addressed immediately after the last ingpection.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by 7 year olds based on average point scores in Nationa Curriculum
tests.

compared with
Performancein: all schools similar Key
schools
1998 1999 2000 2000 _

very high A
*
Reading A B A A well aboveaverage A
above average B
iti average C

Writ A* B A A
s below average D
Mathematics B E C D well below average  E

The table shows that in the Nationd Curriculum assessmentsin 2000 pupils performance in reading and
writing was very good and well above the nationd average by the end of Key Stage 1. Their performancein
mathematics was satisfactory and in line with the nationa average. In comparison with smilar schools, pupils
performance was well above average in reading and writing but below average in mathematics. Taking the
three years 1998 to 2000 together, performance in reading and writing was well above average. Over the
same period, performance in mathematics was below average. In 1999, the school identified and addressed
the issue of some low expectations of work in mathematics. Standards improved considerably in 2000 asa
direct result of the school’s continuing focus on raising sandards. The number of pupils attaining higher than
average results in mathematics in 2000 was above the nationd average. 1n the 2000 teacher assessments,
pupils achieved very wdl in science, where their performance was well above the nationd average. The
school has established effective systems for assessing and monitoring pupilsS progress in English and
mathematics. The information is used well to set sufficiently challenging targets for the school, groups and
individuals. Agreed targets have been met in English and mathematics this year.

Evidence from the current ingpection shows that pupils attainment by the end of Key Stage 1 is very good and
well above averagein reading and spesking and listening. It is good and above average in writing and in
science. Standards are very good and well above average in art and design throughout the school. Standards
are good and above average in design and technology, geography, history and physical education by the time
pupilsare 7. Pupils make good progress in French and music. Standards in religious education are good in
relation to the agreed syllabus. Standards in mathematics and information and communication technology are
satidfactory and in line with levels expected nationdly by thetime pupils  are 7. Standards are improving in
both of these subjects, as adirect result of the school’s clear priorities for their development. Particular
drengths are seen in pupils' literacy, their creativity and in their persond and socid and emotiona
development. Pupils, including those with specia educationd needs, achieve well in relation to their prior
attainment. Children surpassthe early learning godsin dl areas of learning by the end of the foundation stage.
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PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment
Attitudes to the school Very good. Pupils show enthusiasm for learning.
Behaviour, in and out of Very good. Pupils show very good self-control and are dways very well

Persond development and Very good. Pupils show respect, responsibility and relate well to others
relationships and adults.

Attendance Satidfactory. Attendanceisimproving but some pupils are often late.

There are particularly positive attitudes to learning.  Pupils relate very wdl to each other and willingly take on
responsibility. Staff and pupils have very good relationships that positively support learning. The rate of
unauthorised absenceisimproving. A few pupils regular absence affects the school’ s overal attendance
figures.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils: aged up to 5 years aged 5-7 years
Lessons seen overadl Very good. Very good.

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very poor.
‘ Satisfactory” means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

The quality of teaching is very good. During the ingpection, 53 per cent of lessons were judged to be very
good, 37 per cent were good and 10 per cent were satisfactory. The quality of teaching has improved
consderably since the last ingpection. The school greatly benefits from teachers shared commitment to
providing the high qudity of education that has a strong impact on pupils achievements. Particular strengthsin
the teaching include their wholehearted involvement in continuous improvement. Staff, including the good
quality support daff, share their expertise and skills, undergo training to help improve provison and willingly
take part in the school’ s evaluation processes. Lessons are carefully planned and often imaginatively taught,
meaking best use of al available resources. Support staff and voluntary helpers are deployed effectively.
Expectations are high and teachers and support staff provide good role mode s for pupils. Pupilsare
encouraged to devel op independence, to develop their own ideas and to ask and answer questions. Literacy
skills are taught very well across the school. The quality of teaching in English is very good and teechers
implement the literacy srategy well. Numeracy skills are taught well, supported by the school’ s work on
rasing sandards in mathematics. The numeracy strategy iswel planned and the quality of teaching in
mathematicsisgood. The needs of dl pupils, including those with specid educationd needs, are met well
through the careful monitoring of their academic and persona progress. Pupils generaly make good progress
in lessons, particularly where activities are very carefully matched to ther differing prior attainment. Priorities
for improvement, such as mathematics and information and communication technology, are well under way
and are addressing the few instances where pupils do not learn as effectively asthey might. In avery few
ingtances, the time alocated to some lessonsin the afternoon sessions was too long to ensure that al pupils
maintained concentration.
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OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The qudity and range of the Good. The schoal is successfully establishing a good foundation
curriculum curriculum. The Key Stage 1 curriculum is enhanced by the

contribution of members of the community. Frenchistaught to dl
pupils. Thereis a strong focus on persona and socia education.

Very good. There are very effective identification and monitoring
gystems. Very good useis made of pupils individua education plans
to inform teaching and learning.

Provison for pupils with specid
educational needs

Very good. Pupils are encouraged to reflect on life and various
events and issues. The very good ethos and wdll planned curriculum
actively promote pupils very good socid, cultura and mora
development.

Provison for pupils persond,
including spiritud, mord, socid
and cultura development

Very good. Thereisvery good personal support and systems for
monitoring academic progress are good.

How well the school caresfor its
pupils

The school works very well in partnership with parents. Communication is very effective between school and
parents, whose views and involvement are dways valued. The foundation stage is well planned and organised
and the Key Stage 1 curriculum carefully builds upon pupils' prior learning. Persond and socia education
features prominently and further opportunities to develop an awareness of citizenship are currently being
planned. The school cares very well for its pupils and continues to devel op effective methods of tracking their
progressin dl subjects.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

L eadership and management by Very good. The headteacher provides excellent educationa
the headteacher and other key direction. Sheiswell supported by staff with management
daff respongbilities.

How well the governors fulfil their
respongbilities

Very good. The governing body effectively fulfils its satutory duties.
It has a very good understanding of the school’ s strengths and
weeknesses and takes a very active role in shaping the direction of
the school.

The school’ s evauation of its
performance

Very good systems are in place to evaluate performance. Detailed
audits are undertaken and close analyses are made of its
performance.

The drategic use of resources

The school makes very good use of resources, including specific
grant and other funding.

There is an gppropriate number of teachers and non-teaching staff. The school benefits greatly from additiona
voluntary help from members of the community. The accommodation is adeguate, though some parts of the
building are awaiting repair. Members of the community and school staff have successfully enhanced the
interior of the building to provide astimulating learning environment. Budget congtraints have limited the extent
to which some subjects have been resourced. The school benefits greetly from its very effective leedership
and management. The school’sams and vaues are intrindc in itswork and there is a very positive ethos. The
principles of best vaue are very effectively applied.
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PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parentswould like to see improved
" Thelr children enjoy school and make good " Activities outsde lessons.
progress.

The school isled well and they are welcomed.
The teaching is good.
Thereis acaring atmosphere.

Inspectors agree with parents pogtive comments. Thisisavery effective school. The school identified the
need to increase extra-curricular activities, which are now in place. The school provides a good range of
activities outsde lessons.
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PART B: COMMENTARY
HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?
The school’ sresults and pupils achievements

1 In 2000, pupils performance in the Nationa Curriculum assessments was very good and well above
the nationa average in reading and writing. Ther performance in mathematics was stisfactory and in line with
the nationa average. In comparison with smilar schools, performance in reading and writing was well above
average, though performance in mathematics was below average. Over the last five years there has been a
trend of higher than average performance in reading and writing. Resultsin mathematics have differed from the
nationa trend, showing a downward trend in performance between 1996 and 1999. Considerable
improvement was made between 1999 and 2000, where pupils attainment progressed from being well below
average to satisfactory. A good proportion of pupils achieved higher than average levelsin 2000. Thiswas
successfully achieved through the school’ s recognition of the acute need to review the provision and to raise
teachers expectations. Teacher assessments in science show that pupils attained very well in 2000. Their
performance was well above the nationa average.

2. Evidence from the current ingpection confirms that pupils attain very well and well above averagein
reading. From the very good start in the foundation stage, pupils make very good progressin al aspects of
reading, including reading for information. The qudity of the teaching, the strong focus on literacy acrossthe
curriculum and parental support have a strong impact on pupils achievement. Standards in writing are good
and jugt above average, though a sgnificant number of pupils are likely to achieve very well and well above
average in the 2001 nationd assessments. This differs dightly from resultsin 2000 but does not indicate a
downward trend. It reflects the nature of the cohort and pupils' differing prior attainment. Spesking and
ligening skills are very good when children begin school and pupils continue to develop these very well
throughout the school. Their contributions are dways sought, particularly in lesson introductions and plenary
times. Very good opportunities are provided for discussion and pupils views and suggestions are valued.
The schoadl’ s ams include the encouragement of curiosity and independence. These aims are very well
achieved through the opportunities provided across the curriculum for spesking and listening.

3. Pupils attain satisfactory standards in mathematics by the end of the Key Stage1.  The provision for
mathematics has been, and gtill remains, a priority for improvement. Consderable work has been done to
ensure the Nationa Numeracy Strategy is implemented effectively and that expectations are high enough. This
is having a positive impact on raising sandards, such as seen in pupils  greetly improved performancein the
2000 national assessments. Planning has improved and now ensures that work caters for pupils with differing
prior attainment. Pupils are now making good progress across the school.

4, Standardsin science are good and above average. Pupilsinvestigate effectively, questioning,
researching and recording their findings in different ways. Knowledge and skills are acquired through modules
that incorporate different subjects, reinforcing pupils learning by the use of meaningful contexts. A good
example was seen where Year 1 pupils study of materiads was related to the story, “The Iron Man”.

5. Information and communication technology has featured prominently in the school’s plan for
improvement over the last year. Consderable progress has been made in the provision, including increased
resources and staff training. A good impact has been made in improving standards in the foundetion stage,
where children make good progress. This has yet to work through to the end of Key Stage 1, though
dandards are currently satisfactory. A few pupils attain well and above average by the end of Year 2.
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Despite donations of equipment, the school’ s resources are il limited due to budget congraints, though
further improvements are planned for the next financia year when more funds are likely to become avallable.

6. Standards are good in religious education in relation to the agreed syllabus and pupils make very good
progress. They know that there are different faiths and religions, both in their own country and across the
world. Pupilsare aware of life sissues and discuss fedings, events and the effects of various influences on
ther lives. They have very good spiritud, mord, socid and cultural awareness.

7. The provision for art and design is one of the schoadl’ s strengths, contributing greetly to pupils very
good achievement. Staff are cregtive and the school benefits from the additional support it receives from
artistic members of the local community. Pupils learn awide range of kills, induding sculpture, painting,
drawing and embroidery, and they are effectively encouraged to observe closely and to use their imagination.
The school’sinterior isavirtud gdlery of colour and design!

8. Pupils achieve well in dl other subjects. In design and technology, which isvery cosdly linked to art
and design, pupils select appropriate materials to make their products. They require little support in making
their choices often showing independence and flair. In geography and history, pupils have good understanding
of countries of the world, westher and human influences. They have a good understanding of the past and
know thet there are different sources of evidence, some more reliable than others. Music permeates much of
the school’ swork and pupils benefit from expertise shown by severa gtaff in the subject. Pupils make good
progressin music. Standardsin physica education are good. Pupils understand the effect of exercise on their
bodies, they perform well and work effectively as members of ateam. Good progressis made in French,
which was introduced into the curriculum within the last 18 months. The very good scheme for French and the
headteacher’ s skilled teaching methods ensure that pupils not only learn the language but that they thoroughly

enjoy it!

9. In the foundation stage, children quickly settle to routines and develop increasing independence. They
make very good progressin their persond, socid and emotiona development and in communication, language
and literacy. They make good progressin dl other areas of learning, supported by the well planned and
organised activities provided for them. Children choose ectivities, play well together and respond well to the
teacher and nursery nurse. The successfully established foundation stage curriculum ensures children’s good
progress aong the “ stepping stones’ of development. The teacher and the nursery nurse provide stimulating
experiences and thereisa high level of communication between children and staff that nurtures children’s
growing self confidence,

10.  Throughout the school, pupils with specid educationa needs have very good provision, enabling them
to make good progress. Pupils identified as requiring additiona literacy support make good progress, being
effectively supported by non-teaching staff and parents, such as those involved in the “ Better Reading”
partnership. Pupilswith higher prior attainment are sufficiently chalenged in most work and they make good
progress. Extenson classesin literacy have agood impact on hel ping these children reach their potentid.
Ovedl, the school’ s ams of ensuring pupils achieve as wdl as they might are being effectively achieved in
most subjects. The improvements planned and being developed for subjects such as mathematics and
information and communication technology are good and are likely to be very successful in further raising
standards.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development

11.  Pupils behaviour and attitudes to school and their learning are of avery high sandard and are a
drength of the school. All staff have congstently high expectations of pupils attitudes and behaviour. This
contributes considerably to the very pleasant, welcoming community in which learning is supported. The
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school has developed a positive, simulating environment for learning which can be seen in classrooms,
assemblies and in the relationships between pupils and adults. Pupils enjoy being in school and they respond
very well to the praise and encouragement that enables them to grow in sdaf-confidence and independence.
Parents positive views of pupils behaviour and enthusiasm endorse the school’ s efforts.

12.  Childrenin the nursery and reception class quickly gain an understanding of school routines and
expectaions. Encouragement to develop ideas and respongbility impacts well on children’slearning. They
respond postively to the encouraging environment and their behaviour isvery good. Children are enthusiagtic
about their work and are aways busy and engrossed in their activities. They show independence such as
when making models, painting and storing these to dry when they have finished. Children are keen to talk
about their tasks and confidently explain what they are doing. When handling books they turn pages carefully,
making an attempt to read each page. At the end of lessons children know it is their responsibility to clear
resources awvay and they do this spontaneoudly.

13.  All pupils, including those with specia educationad needs, have very good atitudes to their learning.
They are highly motivated, particularly when the work is interesting and exciting and provides a degree of
chdlenge. Pupils enjoy mathematics and respond well to the chalenging ord sessions, quickly tackling
problemsin avariety of ways. They explain their preferred methods of working things out with ease and
confidence. Pupils settle quickly to tasks, working equdly well either individudly or in smdl groups. They
concentrate and persevere with tasks. They are keen to learn and this plays an important part in the progress
they make. They are confident and fluent when expressing their views and giving their own opinions. For
example, after watching a group of children usng modelsto retell the story of The Three Billy Goeats Gruff, the
rest of the class expressed their opinions about the performance and said which parts they had liked best.
Many chose the voices because “they sounded like red characters’. In many lessons, good qudity teaching
combined with pupils very postive attitudes creates an effective learning aamosphere. Throughout the schooal,
pupils show care for the environment and the resources they use.

14.  Pupils behaviour is very good and often exemplary. No inappropriate behaviour was seen during the
ingpection. When moving around the building, pupils are orderly and sensible. In lessons, the very good
behaviour is a postive feature and contributes well to their learning. During playtimes, pupils mix well and play
together in afriendly way. They make good use of the play equipment provided at lunchtimes. The
playground area provides very limited space for pupils to move around with ease, but, nevertheless, they
manage very well, showing a good awareness of and consderation for others.

15.  Rdaionships throughout the school are of avery high standard, helping to achieve a postive work
ethos in which pupils collaborate and learn well. Pupils are friendly, polite and helpful to adults. They give
good support and encouragement to each other. Every opportunity istaken to share and celebrate each
other’s successes and achievements. Pupils have a good rapport with their teachers and this benefits their
learning. The schoal is a happy, welcoming community and parents agree that any incidents of bullying that
may occasiondly occur are quickly and effectively resolved. Pupilswith specid educationa needs are very
well integrated into schodl life.

16.  Pupils persond and socid skills are very good. Pupils are encouraged to take responghbility for their
own learning such asin organising their own materids and learning to accept suggestions for improvement to
their work. Pupils display good self-discipline and socid skills on occasions such as lunchtime and when
having their milk. Assemblies are used effectively to acknowledge pupils good work and efforts and each
casstakes aturn in sharing what they have found out about the weekly theme. They respond well to the many
opportunities given for taking responghilities, such as being class leaders, organising the milk each day and
sdf-regigering at the beginning of each sesson. The responsibilities effectively develop independence and are
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successtul in helping the youngest children learn to recognise their own names. Children proudly wear their
badges when they are heping and carry out their tasks conscientioudy.

17.  Attendanceis stisfactory and isimproving. Parents confirm overwhelmingly thet their children enjoy
coming to school. The incidence of unauthorised absences has improved sgnificantly and islargely dueto a
very small number of children whose attendanceis poor. Attendance and lateness is closely monitored each
week. Despite the school’ s efforts in emphasising the importance of arriving a school on time, there are dlill
regular instances of children being brought to school after lessons have begun.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSOR STUDENTSTAUGHT?

18.  Thequdity of teaching isvery good. During the ingpection 53 per cent of lessons were judged to be
very good, 37 per cent were good and 10 per cent were satisfactory. The qudity of teaching has improved
consderably since the last ingpection. The school greetly benefits from teachers shared commitment to
providing the high qudity of education that has a strong impact on pupils achievements.

19.  Teachersare deployed well. The headteacher shares teaching in the Year 1 class with a part-time
teacher who is almost completing her probationary period. The nursery teacher has had many years
experience running playgroups. Other teachers are al'so well qudified and experienced. The school gresatly
benefits from the high quality non-teaching staff who contribute well to lessons.

20.  Teachingin the foundation stage is very good. In both the nursery and in the reception class, teachers
and non-teaching staff complement each other effectively. They share planning, organisation and teaching and
al provide a caring and encouraging gpproach to learning. Staff have carefully followed guidance on
egtablishing the foundation years curriculum to provide awedlth of good opportunities and experiences for the
children. Classrooms are well organised with many learning areas for children to make their choices. Staff
guide and support children skilfully, usng well planned objectives to develop skills and understanding and to
monitor children’s progress. Parents and children are welcomed each day and children show enthusiasm for
school.

21.  Englishistaught very well throughout the school. Teachers have good subject knowledge and thelr
consstent planning ensures continuity and progression across the school.  All teachers plan work to meet the
needs of pupils with differing prior attainment. They are ably supported by the co-ordinator when planning for
pupils with specid educationd needs. Chalenging and extending activities are provided for pupils with higher
prior attainment. Teachers and non-teaching staff are equally familiar with lesson objectives and pupils
differing needs. They complement each other well in lessons, giving effective guidance and support to all
pupils. Parents make a sgnificant contribution to pupils achievement in reading. They frequently read with
their children a home, in morning reading periodsin the school and severd take part in the “ Better Reading”
partnership. Pupils have regular opportunities to use the library, whose layout and organisation they know
well. Writing istaught well. There isarange of purposes and pupils are encouraged to write for many
different audiences. The school’sintroduction of a cursive form of handwriting has had a positive impact on
improving fluency, spelling and presentation. A minor weeknessis the insufficient focus on ensuring thet the
youngest children acquire an appropriate pencil grip. This restricts some children’s handwriting fluency.

22.  Theteaching of mathematics has been the school’ s main focus in recent years, following a careful

andysis of pupils performance. In particular, the school identified that some expectations were not high
enough in some classes. The numeracy strategy has been very carefully established as part of the school’s
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concerted drive to improve standards and the quality of teaching. Teachers benefit from clear guidance and
support, which is having

apodtive impact on raisng sandards. Asin English, asystem of benchmarking has been effectively organised
to monitor pupils progress and to determine where there may be any problems. This helpsteachersto
organise groups and to plan work for pupils with differing prior attainment. During the ingpection the teeching
was at least satisfactory and often good. It was sometimes very good. The headteacher and co-ordinator
continue to regularly monitor and eva uate lessons and standards and good progress is being madein
improving the provision for the subject.

23.  Teachers very good subject knowledge has a strong impact on pupils achievement. Their expertise
is shared both informally and at staff meetings. Staff attend courses to further enhance their professiond
knowledge, such asin undergoing training in information and communication technology. Several members of
gaff have expertise in music and art and design, which enhances the experiences provided for pupils. The
schoal plans much of its work through modules, which have a particular subject focus. In this way, teachers
very good subject knowledge is often used to link work imaginatively across the curriculum. This provides
reinforcement for learning and promotes pupils interest and enthusiasm

24.  Panningisvery good. The staff have a congstent gpproach to planning, ensuring continuity and
progression across the school.  There has been a strong emphasis on establishing the foundation stage
programme and on planning for the new Key Stage 1 curriculum. All teachers plans show clear learning
objectives and they ensure work meets the needs of dl pupils, taking into account their prior learning.
Learning objectives are made clear to pupils, who are subsequently fully involved in evaluating their successin
relation to lesson objectives. This effectively supports their knowledge of their own learning and their
Increasing independence.

25.  Teaching methods, including the management of pupils, are very good. Teachers use awide range of
strategies to promote and sustain pupils interest. Introductions, explanations and demondtrations are very
good and teachers ask skilful questions to ensure understanding. They have good understanding of the needs
of pupilswith specia educationd needs, adapting work sensitively to enable these pupils to succeed. When
asking questions, for example, teachers adapt their language well, making sure that those with lower prior
attainment understand. Similarly, pupils with higher prior attainment are often challenged by more complex
questions. They are encouraged to extend their learning, through, for example, undertaking independent
research to answer more challenging questions. The very good rel ationships between staff and pupils ensure
that there is a good working atmosphere in the school. Pupils are managed very well and they work
conscientioudy. They are aways encouraged to investigate and enquire and they respond well to the many
opportunities to use their imagination.

26.  Support staff are deployed very well across the school. Teachers and support staff plan
collaboratively and work effectively together. Support Saff are included in staff meetings and training and are
familiar with methods required to support pupils with differing prior atanment. Pupils, including those with
specia educational needs, receive very good support from al staff. Support staff throughout the school adso
contribute to assessment. They help to monitor and record pupils progress on a day-to-day basis. The
school benefits greatly from the many volunteers from the community who help in lessons. Conseguently,
pupils often receive well-targeted and sensitive support, enabling them to make good progress.

27.  Timeand resources are generdly used efficiently. Literacy and numeracy hours are well organised
and most afternoon periods are allocated to developing other subjects. On one or two occasions, too much

time was spent on some activities and some pupils became restless. There are some limitations in the school’s
resources due to its limited budget but pupils learning is generdly not adversdly affected. Teachers often
supplement shortages by bringing and making their own resources to ensure pupils learn effectively. The
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limited outdoor play areais used well by the nursery and reception classes to provide outdoor play
experiences. Similarly, the school hdl isused well by the school for physical education. Teachers ensure that
pupils have clear understanding of safety rules and they use the available space well.

28.  Teachers make good use of assessment to inform future work. All teachers maintain files showing
pupils achievement and progress. Teaching groups are clearly identified and information is used well when
planning work for al pupils, including those with specia educational needs. The school has worked hard to
establish conggtent approaches to ongoing assessment. Pupils work is marked efficiently. Pupils benefit from
congructive criticism about their work and they are encouraged to talk about ways in which they might
improve.

29. Pupils with specid educationa needs are taught very well. They are very effectively integrated into
school life and make good progress. Individua education plans are used well to inform teaching and to set
small stepsfor further improvement. Teachers keep parents well informed about their children’s progress. As
an additiona supportive gesture, the headteacher has helped parents to establish a group that provides aforum
for them to discuss their children’s needs. Thisaschool that successfully promotes socid inclusion and equa
opportunities.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIESOFFERED TO
PUPILS OR STUDENTS?

30.  The school provides agood range of curricular and other opportunities. All subjects of the Nationa
Curriculum and religious education are taught at Key Stage 1 and they have suitable time dlocations. In
addition, the school teaches French to dl pupils, including children in the foundation sage. Most recently, as
part of the schoal’ s plans to incorporate citizenship into the curriculum, some classes have been learning about
persond and socia issues, through lessons that focus on pupils views and idess. Theselessons are to be
extended to dl classesin the near future. The school’s curriculum is presented in simulating, as well as
structured ways, providing for very good achievement in most subjects.

31 In the foundation stage classes, teachers are successfully establishing the new foundation curriculum,
which places emphasis on the development of skills through small stepsin the early areas of learning. Thereis
a grong focus on the development of children’s personal, socid and emotiona development, which permesates
dl activities. Theissue of providing opportunities for learning through structured play has been very effectively
addressed since the last ingpection.  The foundation curriculum is skilfully planned and developed, providing
activities that ensure children make at least good progress in most aress of learning, with very good progressin
their persond, socia and emationd development and in communication, language and literacy. Nursery and
reception teachers and support aff are fully involved in planning and teaching.

32.  Throughout the school, a wedth of worthwhile opportunitiesis provided for pupils to ensure that their
interests, aptitudes and particular needs are met. Lessons are developed through modules, which focus on a
particular topic. Teachers share ideas and resources for these modules, by contributing to centrally stored
resource boxes. The drategies for teaching literacy kills are very effective. Aswdl as providing well-
planned literacy hours for the discrete teaching of English, basic kills are skilfully reinforced throughout other
lessons. Strategies for teaching basic numeracy skills are good and are improving further as adirect result of
the school’ s focus on raising sandards in mathematics.

33.  Thereisvery good provison for pupils with specid educationd needs, including those with a
Statement of Specid Educationa Need. Pupils benefit greetly from the school’ s well organised system for
identifying their needs and its detailed planning and adaptation of work. Individud education plans are closely
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followed and pupils progressis carefully monitored. Each teacher has a specia book that records in detall
these pupils achievements and ongoing needs. The specia educationa needs co-ordinator helps teachersto
deviseindividud plans and gtaff training is provided to enhance teachers expertise. In addition, the
headteacher initiated a parents support group for those with children with specia educational needs. This
provides parents with aforum to talk about their concerns and to support them in helping their children. Pupils
with higher prior attainment are well provided for. Work is carefully planned to chalenge and extend pupils
learning and there are extenson classes for these pupilsin literacy and numeracy.

35.  Theschoal provides enrichment through its extra-curricular provison. Sports will include footbal and
a“FitKidsClub’. Most recently, the school hasintroduced rugby coaching. There is a drumming workshop,
which isenthusiagtically supported. In addition, the success of the recent craft workshop has created demand
for regular Saturday workshops where parents and their children can attend together.

36.  Foremost in the school’ s ethos is the strong emphasis placed on equaity of access and opportunity for
al. Thisisreflected in the care taken to know and nurture each child and the very good procedures for
monitoring and supporting pupils persond devel opment. Thereisastrong focus on
learning through encouragement to create, enquire and explore and al contributions are vaued. Pupils
progress is monitored closaly and there are good procedures for supporting them. The school is concerned
that it cannot provide access for the disabled.

37.  Theschool very effectively promotes pupils persond, socia and health education. School ams are
positive and are very clearly defined in the school’ s policies. Oneam isto help pupilsto get dong with eech
other and thisis successfully achieved through such activities as drama and storytelling. The school postively
encourages pupils to consder and respect each other, irrespective of sex, race, culture or disability. Another
am isto ensure that school is enjoyable, by providing topics that are relevant and interesting and by including a
range of vists and vigtors to promote pupils enthusasm. Health education is taught through topics and pupils
are encouraged to learn about hedlth issues as part of work in science and a broader programme of persond,
socia and hedlth education. A hedlthy lifestyle is promoted, being supported also by the kitchen staff, whose
menus are prominently displayed in the entrance areas to the schoal.

38.  Therearevery good links with the community, which contribute well to pupils learning. Pupils benefit
greatly from contributions from members of the community who frequently share their expertise in such fields
as art, craft, music and literature. Work produced as aresult of their involvement is magnificently displayed
throughout the school, creating avery lively and stimulating learning environment. Pupils regularly teke part in
an atsfedivd, there are many musica events and they vist awide range of places of interest, such asa
science museum, library, farm and aboat trip dong the local canal. The deputy headteacher’ s exchange with
ateacher from Audrdiahasled to enriching opportunities to link with pupils from the school in Audraiausing
the Internet.

39.  The*School’s Out” club which operates before and after school in the hall supports the school by
providing further enriching activities. There are very effective links with the “ School’s Out” club and other
locd infant and junior schools. The school has been proactive in developing links with local schools for
curriculum support, festivals and events, which greatly enrich the curricular opportunities provided.

40.  Theprovison for pupils spiritud, mora, socid and cultural development isvery good. Pupilsare
given many opportunities to reflect on issues, such as when looking at the natural environment, contributing to
discussions about relevant issues and during assemblies. During the week of the ingpection, assemblies
concentrated on Chinese New Year. Pupils were given very good opportunities to reflect on customs and
beliefs and to experience awe and wonder, such as when seeing the “Dragon” and learning about “lucky”
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colours and numbers. Specia occasions, such as weddings and birthdays are celebrated and pupils learn
about awide variety of cultures. The strong focus on art and music contributes considerably to pupils
spiritua and culturd development. Religious education lessons include good discussions about different faiths,
supporting pupils multiracial and multicultural awareness.

41.  Pupils mord and socid development iswell provided for, through the very good ethos which
promotes pogitive relationships and attitudes. Pupils have written a school creed, which is used in assemblies
and a other specid times. They understand the difference between right and wrong and willingly take on
respongibilities within their classrooms and around the school. The youngest three year old children in the
nursery dready sensbly share responsihilities such as acting as leader for the day. Rewards are given for
good behaviour and gaff congstently make positive comments about pupils contributions. Citizenshipisa
major focus for the school in 2001 and there are plansin place to establish a school’ s council to enable pupils
to expresstheir views and suggestions.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

42.  Theschool has established acalm, caring and supportive environment for its pupils. Persona support
for the pupilsis very good and they reedily turn to staff for help, which has a pogtive effect on their learning
and attitudes to work. Parents appreciate the care and support the school offers their children and fedl they
can discuss concerns at any time. There are good procedures and practices to ensure pupils welfare and
safety. Dally routines are well organised and run smoothly, so that pupils develop confidence and security.
Pupils medica needs are well catered for. Staff have received advice in dedling with paediatric emergencies
and now fed confident in dealing with incidents should they arise. Thereisasuitable hedlth and safety policy
with effective procedures to carry out inspections and risk assessments of the school premises. There are
outstanding building repairs, highlighted in the risk assessment report, that are till to be addressed to ensure all
hedlth and safety requirements are met. Pupils are supervised effectively during playtimes and the lunch bresk.
Child protection procedures are firmly in place and dl staff are fully aware of the requirements. They are
attentive and conscientious in their gpproach to the proper support of the children in their care.

43.  Pupils behaviour is very good because staff manage them consistently throughout the school. Staff
have high expectations of pupils behaviour and use praise and encouragement well to positively reinforce
good behaviour. The school promotes praise for good effort and behaviour by the regular celebration of
individual achievements both in class and in assemblies. The children have written a school creed, which
reflects the aims of the school and is used in assemblies and during other specid times. Midday supervisory
gaff maintain good order and provide good support at lunchtime, which ensures pupils very good behaviour
and sfety.

44.  Procedures for monitoring and promoting good attendance are very effective. Attendanceis
monitored on aweekly and daily basis and any pupils who are beginning to establish poor patterns of
attendance and punctudity are identified as soon as possible, with gppropriate action being taken. Through
careful monitoring, the levels of unauthorised absence and number of pupils arriving a school late have
improved. The school receives good support from the educationd welfare officer who works closdy with
parents and pupils to ensure their attendance improves.

45.  Assessment procedures are good overdl, with very good systems for the assessment of pupils
attainment in English and mathematics. The school has developed a very ussful benchmarking system for
assessing achievement in reeding, writing and mathemetics. The system gives immediate information on pupils
achievements and wesknesses and helps to organise teaching groups. Information collected is used effectively
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to inform teaching, target underachievement and extend more able pupils. Benchmarking beginsin the nursery
and enables the schoal to identify trends and to track individua children and cohorts on atermly basis. Staff
regularly moderate work and monitor progress from one year group to the next. A significant feature of the
assessment procedures is the congstency of their use acrossthe school. Al gaff have an assessment timetable
to ensure assessments are planned for throughout the term. At the end of each term, datais andysed in detail,
which givesavery clear view of pupils achievements and what is going on in school. In other subjects
systems are being developed by determining key eements in the schemes of work and using the learning
objectives as afocus for assessment. In the nursery, there is ongoing assessment and recording to monitor
children’s development. Staff are currently triaing various methods of assessment to ensure the needs of the
foundation stage are met and that children have reached an acceptable stage of development.

46.  Theuse of assessment to inform curriculum planning and match work to pupils varying needsis very
good. Pupils are actively encouraged to have an active role in their own learning and development and do this
very wdl in avariety of ways. Targets are shared with pupils and their parents so they can improve or build
upon previous learning. Pupils make good self-assessments on how they fed they have achieved over the
year. These areincluded in the end of year reports. They are dso involved in choosing work samples for
their “1 Can” books, which show development in different areas of the curriculum. Portfolios and work
samples are moderated each term to ensure standards are consistent throughout the school.

47.  Thereare very good procedures for monitoring and supporting pupils persona development.

Support saff are used effectively and have a very good impact on raising the achievements of groups or
individua pupils. Parentsrightly vaue their contribution. Assessments of pupilsS persond qudities are
recorded. These include their attitudes, behaviour and attendance, which are reported to parentsin the end of
year reports. The school is most successful in valuing pupils achievements and celebrates their successesin
the weekly good work assemblies. There are clear procedures for the early identification of pupils with
specia educational needs. The provision is very good and pupils make very good progress. They receive
very good, consistent support. Pupils with a Statement of Special Educationa Need each have a green book
which contains individua planning and monitoring for each child. Thisis an effective system for tracking al
progress made.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?

48.  The partnership with parents enriches pupils learning experiences and makes a very good contribution
to the standards attained. Parents views show that they are extremely supportive of the school. The good
number who attended the meeting prior to the ingpection and who returned questionnaires demondtrated their
support. Over recent years, Saff, parents, pupils and governors have worked tirelesdy together to overcome
severd problems, including the threat of potential closure, to prove what a good school thisis. Parents have a
very clear view that thisisawell led, very welcoming, gpproachable school where teaching is good and pupils
make good progress. Ingpection evidence supports the many positive features identified by parents. A
number of parents responding to the questionnaire expressed concern about the range of provision for
activities outside lessons. Their concerns are dready being addressed and the school is developing after
school activities that include family craft workshops, where parents and pupils can work together.

49.  Theschool provides an impressve range of information for parents and encourages them to become
actively involved in their children'swork. Information isvery well presented and written in afriendly way.
Good use is made of the many notice boards around the school to ensure parents are aware of al the latest
information. As soon as parents gpproach the school they are encouraged to take an active part inits life and
ther child’s education. Good information about the school’ s daily life and eventsis avalable in the
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prospectus, governors annua report and headteacher’ s newdetters. The school holds many mestings for
parents to keep them informed about curriculum and current developments. A good number of parents attend
these meetings. Class teachers provide very detailed newdetters each haf term showing work that will be
taught. They aso write fortnightly homework newdetters, which aso give parents ideas on how to support
ther child’ s learning a home.

50.  Pupils annud reports give good information about attainment and progress, cearly identifying their
strengths and wesknesses. There are very good opportunities, forma and informal, for parents to meet with
teachersto discuss their child's progress. Parental attendance at progress meetingsis good. The school
works closdly with parents of pupilswith specia educationa needs and initiated a support group to help those
parents who have any concerns. Parents are kept well informed about their children’s progress and receive
copies of ther individua educationd plans.

51.  Theschool has established very effective relationships with parents in order to involve them in their
child’'slearning. A mgor contributory factor to thisis through continuous consultation with parents,
responding to their suggestions and understanding their needs, such as providing an afternoon good work
assembly for the afternoon nursery parents. Some issues are addressed as awhole school community, with
parents themsalves becoming involved in solving the problem, such asin the development of the outdoor
environment. Parenta involvement has a sgnificant impact on pupils learning and the work of the school. A
good number of parents help regularly in class and many more are willing to help on educationd vists. They
are effectively deployed in the classrooms making a positive contribution to the standards attained.

52.  Thethriving parent, teacher association is very supportive of the school. Parents are very generousin
their support of the fund-raising events held each year and help to raise a substantia amount of money for
school funds. The money raised has proved invauable and has paid for the redecoration of the school over
the last two years. School productions and class assemblies are very popular and extremely well attended by
parents. Parents are happy to support their child when work is sent home and appreciate the guidance and
ideas they are given for hdping a home. Parentslike listening to their children read. The early morning
reading session is very well supported by parents and ensures that al children in school have a chance to read
to an adult each day. Parents appreciate the “ School’s Out” club and as aresult of their feedback, the
committee is now exploring the vigbility of holiday care.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?

53.  Thequadlity of leadership of the headteacher, governors and key staff is very good. Thisisagood
Improvement since the last ingpection. The headteacher provides dynamic and inspirationd leedership. She
has an excdlent vison for the school, which isreflected initsaims. Thisis shared by staff and governors and
guides the work of the school with greet clarity. The shared vison contributes to the very strong commitment
to equaity of opportunity, the very good relationships and caring ethos that are vaued by parents. Governors
are very well informed and discharge their Statutory duties very effectively.  The governing body includes
experienced, skilled and very involved governors who recognise and celebrate the school’ s achievements.
They have aclear appreciation of the areas that need to be developed further to enable the rate of
improvement to be maintained.

54.  Theschool isvery well managed. Responsihbilities are delegated efficiently and staff receive training
which is very effectively identified through the school development planning process. Subject co-ordinators
meake a vauable contribution to rasing sandards. The induction and training of new staff iswell organised. It
enables new staff to adjust to school routines and provides the opportunity for them to quickly become an
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integral member of the staff team. Clearly understood policies are consstently gpplied and contribute to the
smooth running of the school. There is efficient day-to-day administration that supports the work of the
school. Good use is made of information and communication technology for communication with parents, the
storage of data and for planning and managing the budget. Externd advice is purchased from the loca
education authority to support thisprocess.  The school has been operating with alimited budget. The
limited funds have been carefully prioritised, often requiring difficult decisons to be made. Secure accounting
systems produce accurate and useful management information that reflects the principles of best vaue.
Specific grant is used very effectively for its desgnated purpose and to help meet the schools' priorities.

55.  Theaccommodetion is adequate. It has been improved by the effective action of the staff and
governors who seek crestive ways of resolving problems, such as redecorating areas of the school with a
limited budget. The windows are due to be replaced within the next few months a no cost to the school. The
very high standards of digplay have a great impact on the gppearance of the school. The headteacher and
governors congtantly seek redlistic ways of developing the accommodeation further. Members of the local
community have provided funding for some essentid improvements. There are outstanding repairs that need
to be undertaken to ensure that all aspects of the accommodeation are satisfactory. The school has identified
these issues but has been unable to finance the necessary repairs.

56.  Theleve of resourcesis satisfactory. The limited budget has restricted the purchase of new resources
and only those of greatest priority have been purchased. The school has been generoudly supported by
parents, members of the community and the creetive talents and goodwill of staff to provide good qudity
resources which have an impact on pupilsS progressin lessons. There is an gppropriate number of teachers
whose quaifications and experience meet the needs of the school. The qudity of teachers work is enhanced
by regular professona development, much of which is provided within the schoal itself. Support Saff are
deployed effectively. They are very clear about their own roles and make a very good contribution to the
qudity of education provided. The headteacher and governors have worked together to develop an effective
srategy for appraisa and performance management and are currently making arrangements for the
implementation of the new palicy.

57.  Theschool has effective procedures for reviewing itswork. Pupils progress and the quality of
teaching are both monitored thoroughly and regularly in areas of greatest priority. The headteacher and many
teaching staff know the school’ s strengths and weeknesses well. This knowledge has enabled the school to
bring about improvements in the quaity of assessment of pupils work and to teaching. This has helped to
raise standards in many subject areas. This has not hgppened as yet in mathematics where improvementsin
standards have not kept pace with those of other schools. The procedures for development planning are very
good. The development plan is prioritised, identifies resources and is very focused on pupil attainment and
progress. The shared commitment to improvement is very good and provides a strong foundation for
continuing success.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

In order to further raise standards and the quality of education, the governing body, headteacher and staff
should:

continue with existing plans to further raise gandards in mathematics by;

- providing an additional scheme for mathematics to support pupils with lower prior attainment;
- further improving resources for teaching and learning in mathematics;
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(paragraphs 3, 22, 27, 32, 77, 81, 84 and 85)

review some time alocations to some afternoon lessons by:

- reviewing the length of time allocated to foundation subjects in the afternoon to ensureitis
appropriate to the age and prior attainment of pupils and further improves their quality of
learning.

(paragraphs 27 and 90)
In addition to the key issues above, the school should include the following less important weakness in its
action plan. Thisisincluded in paragraphs

review the methods by which pupils with higher prior attainment select reading books.
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed 40
Number of discussions with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 30
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor

0 53 37 10 0 0 0
The table gives the percentage of teaching observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about |essons.
I nformation about the school’ s pupils
Pupilson the school’srall Nursery YR-Y2
Number of pupils on the school’s roll (FTE for part-time pupils) 16 77
Number of full-time pupils known to be eligible for free school meals 0 10
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery YR-Y2
Number of pupils with statements of special educational needs 0 2
Number of pupils on the school’ s special educational needs register 0 7
English asan additional language Number of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additional language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year Number of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 5
Pupils who left the school other than at the usual time of leaving 1
Attendance
Authorised absence Unauthorised absence
% %

School data 51 School data 0.2
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National comparative data

5.2

National comparative data

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

0.5
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1

Year | Boys | Girls | Tota
Number of registered pupilsin final year of Key Stage 1 for the latest reporting year 2000 16 13 29
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Boys 12 12 12
Numbers of pupilsat NC Girls 13 12 12
level 2 and above
Total 25 24 24
Percentage of pupils School 86 (88) 83(89) 83 (67)
aNClevel 2or above National 84 (82 85 (83) 90 (87)
Teachers Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 12 12 13
Numbers of pupilsat NC Girls 13 12 12
level 2 and above
Total 25 24 25
Percentage of pupils School 86 (88) 83(89) 86 (83)
at NC level 2 or above National 84 (82) 83 (86) 83 (87)

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year.

Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin the last school year

No of pupils Fixed period Permanent
Black — Caribbean heritage 1 Black — Caribbean heritage 0 0
Black — African heritage 0 Black — African heritage 0 0
Black — other 0 Black — other 0 0
Indian 0 Indian 0 0
Pakistani 0 Pakistani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 0 Chinese 0 0
White 56 White 0 0
Any other minority ethnic group 1 Other minority ethnic groups 0 0

This table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only.
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Teachers and classes

Qualified teachersand classes:. YR -Y2

Financial information

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) 35 Financial year 1999/00

Number of pupils per qualified teacher 22:1

Average class size 257 £
Total income 222,649

Education support staff: YR —Y2 Total expenditure 224,672

Total humber of education support staff 7 Expenditure per pupil 2,443

Total aggregate hours worked per week 95 Balance brought forward from previous year 1,340
Balance carried forward to next year - 683

Qualified teachers and support staff: nursery

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) 1

Number of pupils per qualified teacher 16:1

Total number of education support staff 1

Total aggregate hours worked per week 325

Number of pupils per FTE adult 8

FTE means full-time equivalent.
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Questionnairereturn rate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progressin school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at home.

Theteaching is good.
| am kept well informed about how my child is getting
on.

I would feel comfortable about approaching the school
with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and achieve
his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.
The school is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of activities
outside | essons.

Number of questionnaires sent out 110
Number of questionnaires returned 58
Strongly Tendto Tendto Strongly Don't
agree agree disagree | disagree know
78 22 0 0 0
62 33 0 0 5
62 33 0 0 0
40 33 3 0 24
75 20 0 0 5
50 40 10 0 0
84 16 0 0 0
57 41 0 0 2
64 31 5 0 0
88 9 0 0 3
72 25 0 0 3
29 A 19 2 16
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PART D: THE STANDARDSAND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREASOF THE
CURRICULUM AND SUBJECTS

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

58.  Children in the foundation stage are taught in the nursery and in the reception class. Mot children
who attend part time in the nursery are aged three, whilst most in the reception class are aged four. Nursery
children are supported by the nursery nurse whilst a non-teaching assistant supports learning in the reception
class. Children’s attainment on entry to Year 1 is good.

Personal, social and emotional development

59.  Children’spersond, socid and emotiond development isvery good. From the time they begin
nursery, children are sengtively encouraged to become increasingly independent, for example, in sdlecting
activities, choosing resources and taking responsbility. Children and parents are welcomed each day and
children are encouraged to take part in the well organised, wide range of activities provided for them.
Children begin each day by finding their name on a card, which they then place in wall pockets, taking
responsibility for recording their attendance. They quickly choose an activity, playing independently or with
others.

60.  Children in both the nursery and the reception class form good relationships with others and show
sugtained interest and increasing concentration. Staff are well prepared to support learning and to listen to
children’sviews and ideas. The well organised lessons include routines that are quickly learned and make a
good contribution to children’s sense of security. Teachers and support staff provide good models for
children in their persond development. They encourage, question and gppreciate children’ s responses and
promote curiosity and investigation. For example, in the nursery, children were encouraged to give extended
answers to questions about toys, whilst children in the reception class suggested what happens to the water
when clothes are dried outside or in atumble drier.

Communication, language and literacy

61. Children’s communication skills are very good. Through encouragement to talk about matters of
immediate interest and their work, children show confidence in spesking. Many of the children talk using well-
formed sentences. Their questions and suggestions are responded to by adults, who encourage effective
didogue. From an early stage in the nursery, children quickly learn to take turns when spesking and listening.
Role-play is used well to provide opportunities for discusson, such asin the house, where children talk about
the washing up. Similarly, in the reception class, children created an imaginary washing machine, which
frequently needed repair. Children made telephone calls to the plumber and discussed what they needed to
do next. Mog children in the nursery recognise their name, with afew recognising the names of other children.
Some recognise afew letters of the aphabet, showing very good progress. Children recognise that print tells
adory or provides information and most know that pagesin abook turn in aleft to right direction. Their
achievement and progressin early reading is very good.

62.  Writing tables are provided in both classes and children are encouraged to record in many ways.
Children begin to make their early marksin the nursery, such asin writing their names. In the reception class,
afew children write Smple sentences, using awel formed, cursive style of handwriting. Maost children begin
to copy write with increasing control and awareness of |etter formation. Children are aware that writing is
donefor avariety of purposes and isaform of communication. For example, with the help of an adult, they
wrap parcels and write addresses. Children’s achievement is good.
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Mathematical development

63.  Children’s mathematica development isgood. In the nursery they count confidently to five, such as
when counting “five little speckled frogs’. Severa count beyond this, such as when counting eight teddieson a
shelf and 11 childrenin aline. Number songs and rhymes are used effectively to support children’s learning.
Activitiesin the dassroom are successfully planned and taught to develop children’s mathematica language
and understanding, such as when one child told the teacher the teddy was heavy. The teacher immediately
used the opportunity to suggest that they would weigh teddy next day. Children recognise different shapes,
such as asquare and atriangle, and show awareness of gpace by fitting these and other shapes together.
Children play with water and sand and recognise that containers hold different amounts. Teachers and staff
ask good questions to reinforce children’ s mathematical understanding, such as asking how children worked
out amounts, how many objects they have drawn and questions relating to Sze. For example, in the reception
class, children take hats from the “washer/drier”, count them and are then asked to sort them into two sets of
cold and warm westher hats. They then play awashing line game, usng dice.

Knowledge and understanding of the world

64.  Children’s knowledge and understanding of the world is good. In the nursery, children make choices
about the suitability of materias, such asin adding water to sand to make asand castle. In the reception class,
they recognise amilarities and differencesin their homes, understand that wesather varies and know about the
effects of thewind. Children begin to understland common wesather symbols and make a smple westher
report. Children know that things change over time. They understand that machinery is operated by
eectricity, such aswhen they cdl a“builder” to repair the washing machine. They talk about the need for a
new battery and wire during role-play and conduct very redigtic telephone cadls. Children know thet the
mouse is used to select icons when using the computer and that a switch operates the tape recorder. They
know that information can be found in books, photographs, pictures and computer programs. Children dso
have increasing awareness of other faiths and cultures, such as through their learning in assemblies about
Chinese New Year. Activities are well planned and children are encouraged to explore and investigate. The
teacher and other adults skilfully question children to guide them in their reasoning.

Physical development

65.  Children’sphysica development isgood. From an early stage children learn about the effect of
exercise on their bodies. They show imagination when undertaking music and movement activities and
develop good control when balancing and moving across the hal. There are good opportunities provided for
children to undertake play with large apparatus, where they climb and move adong, under and above
equipment. Children listen attentively and show good awareness of space. In classrooms, children play with a
good range of manipulative equipment, including congtruction materials. They make patterns with shapes and
use junk materias to make modes of varioustypes. Children use pencils and other writing tools, though
severd are developing an incorrect pencil hold. They are encouraged to select, make and decorate their
products with minimum support. Thereisalimited outdoor play area but staff provide a good range of
activities for children to experience, including chak for floor drawing, bubbles for blowing and washing and
hoops and ropes for jumping and skipping. Good use is made of the hal for regular play with large apparatus
and whedled toys.

Creative development
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66.  Children develop very good cregtive skills. The school provides a stimulating environment in which
credivity, origindity and expressveness are valued. Experiencesthat stimulate their curiosity are provided and
children are encouraged to explore and experiment. Children experiment to make different colours. They
observe and represent what they have seen, such as animds, events and places. For example, children have
made prints of bricks used in homes in the area and have painted effective scenes of fireworks. They look a
the work of famous artists, such as David Hockney, and have discussed their likes and didikes. A wide range
of resourcesis provided to develop a variety of techniques. Children in the foundation stage are included in
whole school projects, such asin sewing and painting pieces for large-scale displays. Good examples are
seen in the decoration of the hall curtains to represent the Ark and Red Nose Week. Music isadso astrong
feature in the school and children quickly learn to play arange of percusson ingruments. They sng severd
songs from memory, showing good awareness of rhythm and mood. Children use their imagination in role-
play and when discussing stories. For example, children in the reception class used their imagination to devise
their own follow up story about Tattybogle. Children benefit from the involvement of locd artists who willingly
share their expertise with the school.

67.  There has been amarked improvement in the provison for children in the foundation stage since the
last ingpection. At that time, the school was seen to provide limited opportunities for structured play. Planning
and organisation is now very good. Staff have undertaken consderable training to help them to establish a
good range of simulating activities that carefully build upon children’s early experiences. Very good systems
are being developed and used to assess and monitor children’ s devel opment.

ENGLISH

68. In the Nationa Curriculum assessments at the end of Key Stage 1 in 2000 pupils attainment in
reading and writing was very good. It was well above the national average and the average for smilar
schools. The proportion of pupils achieving above average standards was very good and well above the
nationa average. These results reflect a generd trend of very good achievement over the last three years,
though performance was lower in 1997 in writing. Over the last three years there was a difference between
boys and girls attainment, with girls achieving better results than boys. The results of 2000 show that both
boys and girls achieved very well in reading and writing.

69.  Evidence from the current ingpection indicates that pupils attain very well and well above averagein
reading. They attain wel and just above average in writing. A sgnificant number of Year 2 pupils achieve
very good standardsin writing. This does not indicate a decline in writing standards but reflects the current
cohort and their prior attainment. The standards show an improvement since the last ingpection in &l aspects

of English.

70.  Throughout the school, pupils spesking and listening skills are very good. Y ounger pupilstak in
clear, well-congtructed sentences. They contribute willingly to class and group discussions and are confident
when talking to the teacher. Teachers use of good, open questions encourage pupils to listen attentively and
think about their responses. For example, in Year 1 pupils explained the story about the Three Billy Goats
Gruff, giving their opinions about their favourite parts. In another lesson, pupils listened carefully and
discussed weddings in Audtrdia and contributed well to a discusson about the Hindu festival of Diwdi. Ina

Y ear 2 lesson about story settings, pupils were asked to devise a set of questions that would help them learn
about astory setting. Pupils successfully suggested appropriate questions and responded well to the teacher’s
encouragement to extend their replies to her questions.
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71.  Reading skillsare very good throughout the school. The youngest children take books home and this
Is continued throughout the school. Parents are encouraged to read with their children each morning in classes
and the library is used well to support pupils skills of reading for information. At the beginning of Key Stage
1, pupils have acquired an enjoyment of reading, which continues throughout the school. Pupils enjoy shared
reading in the literacy hours, where they read expressively. Y ounger pupils know terms such as author,
illustrator, blurb and title. They use the context and their knowledge of common spelling patterns to help them
to deduce unfamiliar words and they predict what might happen next in agtory. Pupils understand that there
are different types of stories, including traditiond tales, and know that there are various versions of the same
traditiona story. Pupils with higher prior atainment Sate their preference for less predictable stories, as “they
aremore exciting’. By Year 2, pupils have good understanding of stories, confidently answering questions
about implicit meaningsin stories. They recognise patternsin words and understand that the effective choice
of adjectives improves descriptions. By the end of Key Stage 1 pupils atainment in reading is very good and
well above average.

72.  Pupilsmake agood start in using ajoined, cursive script, which is established by the time they begin
Year 1. A few pupils handwriting iswell advanced for their age. Sentences are usudly punctuated
gppropriately. Those with higher prior attainment include direct speech, which is correctly punctuated. Pupils
begin to understand the use of drafting a story and they sequence ideas appropriately. By Year 2, pupils write
neetly, usng ajoined script. Stories have aclear beginning, middle and end and sentences become more
elaborate, usng an increasing range of vocabulary. In both Years 1 and 2 saverd pupils do not hold their
pencils correctly and they write in an awkward way, dthough their handwriting is nest.

73.  Pupilsmake very good progress in reading and good progress in writing across the school. They
respond well to lessonsin English. Pupils with specid educationa needs make the same very good progressin
reading and good progress in writing. Pupils with higher prior attainment make very good progress in English.
They read and write fluently by the time they are 7. The literacy hour has been effectively established and
lessons are often imaginatively presented. Pupils enjoy reading and writing activities and they have a keen
interest in literature. Many discussed their favourite authors with inspectors and a good number stated that
they regularly borrow books from the library. Their enjoyment of booksis supported well by the shared
interest from parents, who regularly read with their children. All pupils develop good study skills, being able to
find books and use them efficiently to locate information. Literacy isvery effectively promoted by the school
across the curriculum.

74.  Thequdity of teeching isvery good. Expectations are high. Planning is detailed, with clear objectives
and teachers methods and organisation are consstently effective in simulating interest and enthusasm. Very
good use is often made of artefacts and other resources to introduce lessons. Teachers have good subject
knowledge and use awide range of effective strategies to ensure al pupils make good progress. Questioning
isgenerdly very good. Teachers encourage pupilsto listen carefully and good links are often made with other
subjectsto reinforce learning. They manage lessons well, ensuring thet al pupils are included in discussons,
answering questions and making suggestions. Good use is often made of information and communication
technology to support learning. For example, pupils are encouraged to use the word processor to write their
gtories and to locate information during topic work. Very good use is made of support staff, who are fully
aware of lesson objectives and who have a positive impact on pupils learning. Those who support pupils with
gpecia educationa needs ensure their specific needs are met and that progressis recorded.

75.  Assessment procedures are very good. Teachers maintain detailed files showing pupils achievements
and their progressis carefully monitored. The school has established a very good system of benchmarking,
which helps teachers to plan, monitor and evaluate progress. Various records are kept, such as checklists of
pupils reading diet and their progressin learning letter patterns. Pupils work is marked sengtively, with
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congtructive comments being made to help them to improve. Homework is used gppropriately to reinforce
learning. Pupils are encouraged to choose and change books as often as required, though some of the pupils
with advanced reading skills do not select books a gppropriate levels for their ability.

76.  Thesubject isled well. Thereisaconsstent gpproach to teaching literacy and dl staff have received
good training. Careful andyses are made of pupils performance to inform priorities for development. For
example, the school recently identified the need to improve spelling and is devising benchmarks to more
closaly monitor progress. Resources are generally adequate. There isagood range of fiction and non-fiction
in the school library. The school plans to increase the range of group reading books, especidly for pupils with
higher and lower prior attainment. There are sufficient computer programs to complement learning and the
school plans to increase these once funds are available. The accommodation is satisfactory for the teaching of

English

MATHEMATICS

77. In the Nationd Curriculum assessmentsin 2000 at the end of Key Stage 1 the percentage of pupils
attaining stisfactory results was broadly in line with the national average. The percentage of pupils ataining
the higher level 3 was good and above the nationa average. Boys and girls performance was smilar. In
comparison with smilar schoals, pupils performance in 2000 was below average. Taking the years 1998 to
2000 together, pupils performance in mathematics was below the nationd average for their age group. There
was a cond derable deterioration in standards in 1999, which the school identified as being caused by
ingppropriate expectations of what pupils might achieve. The trend since 1996 differsin relaion to the rate of
improvement nationaly and the school has appropriately devised a strategy to raise standards.

78.  Atthetime of the last ingpection sandards were satisfactory and in line with the nationa averagein the
majority of lessons and the qudity of teaching varied from good to unsatisfactory. Standards of atainment
have not improved for al groups of pupils Snce the last ingpection but teaching is now aways satisfactory and
often good or very good.

79.  Evidence gained from the current ingpection indicates that attainment is satisfactory and in line with the
nationa average by the end of Key Stage 1. Therate of learning is good overdl. The youngest pupils use
mathematical language such as odd, even and between. They recognise and name arange of shapessuch asa
rectangle, circle and triangle. They identify the number of sSides and cornersin each shgpe. Some younger
pupilsare beginning to appreciate that subtraction is the reverse of addition. Older Key Stage 1 pupils add
together numbers over 10. Pupils with higher prior attainment use mentd recdl of addition and subtraction
factsto count three sets of numbers. They cdculate smple problems mentaly and determine which
mathematical operation to apply. For example,

pupils caculate mentaly that three items costing 30p each would cost 90p in total and that they would receive
10p change from £1. Some older pupils understand approximate numbers and explain why 960 is nearer to
1000 than it isto 900.

80.  Pupilshave avery good attitude towards their work, grestly influenced by the quality of teaching and
the ethos of the school. Pupils are attentive, well behaved and work effectively both individudly and when
working in groups. They participate with interest and enthusiasm and work at agood pace. Pupilswith
specia educationa needs learn effectively. Relationships are very good and pupils are encouraged to support
and praise one another.
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8l.  Theteaching of mathematicsis good. Teachers have agood knowledge and understanding of the
subject and teach the basic skillswell. They encourage and motivate pupils during the brisk mental
mathematics sessons. Teachers planning is good and provides a clear focus on learning objectives in most
lessons. Objectives are effectively conveyed to pupils. The plenary sessions provide good opportunities for
pupils to reflect on whet they have learned. Teachers planning is most effective where it consistently identifies
work for pupils with differing prior attainment. Thisisadways evident in Year 1 and has begun to take placein
Y ear 2 since the beginning of the oring term 2001. Before thistime, pupils of average prior atainment were
often given the same work to complete as higher attaining pupils.

82.  Thereare high expectations of pupil behaviour in dl lessons. Pupils are dways well managed and
involved with interesting and varied activities. Pupils with specid educationa needs are effectively supported
and are given sengtively devised opportunities to progress. Pupils with higher prior attainment are suitably
challenged and receive extension classes to accelerate progress.

83.  Thesubject has agood system for the assessment, analys's, evauation and recording of pupils work.
The use of an internd, haf-termly, benchmarking system and regular discussion between teaching staff has
been developed well. Teachers provide feedback to pupils on their performance in mathematics during
lessons. This takes place most effectively during group work, where thereisahigh ratio of adultsto pupils,
through the very good use of support staff. Most pupils work is marked and accompanied by encouraging
written comments by teachers.

84.  TheNationd Numeracy Strategy isimplemented well. The teaching gpproach expected by the
strategy has been fully adopted. The subject is effectively led by the subject co-ordinator. A new
meathematics and numeracy policy has been developed to reflect the aims of the Nationd Numeracy Strategy.
Monitoring and evauation of the subject has been very thoroughly developed since the last inspection and
includes the scrutiny of teachers planning and pupils work and extensive classroom observation. Although
this has made a sgnificant difference to the qudity of provison, it has not, as yet, had an impact on the
standards achieved by dl pupils. The subject co-ordinator has attended in-service training and has provided
extengve g&ff training within the school to support the development of the numeracy strategy. Most parents
consider the arrangements for setting homework to be appropriate. Satisfactory use is made of information
and communication technology within lessons. The skills of classroom assstants are dways utilised very
effectivdly. They usether initiative to work confidently and skilfully with individuas and groups of pupils under
the guidance of teaching teff.

85.  Thefunding available to the subject has been congrained, owing to the restricted budget. Thisis
having an impact on standards and is creating an additional burden of lesson preparation for teaching staff.
Resources are limited and the subject requires additiona apparatus such asweights. The limited finances that
have been made available have been carefully used to support the implementation and evauation of the
numeracy drategy. The accommodetion is satisfactory for teaching mathematics.

SCIENCE

86. Due to the organisation of the timetable, only afew science lessons were observed during the
ingpection. Evidence from these lessons, the scrutiny of work and discussions with teachers and pupils
indicates that pupils make good progress and achieve well in relation to their age. Work is of a good standard
and above levels expected nationdly. Some work is very good and well above average. This broadly reflects
results of teacher assessments in 2000, where the numbers achieving higher than average results were well
above the nationd average. The current judgement reflects the cohort and their prior attainment. Standards
have improved since the last inspection when they were satisfectory.
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87.  Younger pupilsin Key Stage 1 sudy materids, as part of amodule that links severa subjects. “The
Iron Man” was used as afocus for developing such investigations as the effect of magnets, methods of making
metal sculpture and devising ascrap yard. Pupils learned about different metds, such as duminium and
gainless sted, and recognised the differencesin their properties. They recognised the different strengths of
magnets and began to understand attraction and repulson. They understood that some objects are magnetic
and others are non-magnetic.

88.  Older pupils know about life processes, including growth of the body, circulation and the effect of
exercise on pulserate. They understand about the function and care of teeth. They record their work in
different ways, using diagrams and writing smple accounts of their experiments. They understand that keeping
fitisimportant for good hedth. Pupilstak about their work using scientific language and show that they have
good invedtigative skills. Some readily refer to sources of information, such as reference books, to eaborate
on their findings. They have secure understanding of ways in which to locate information, by finding books
and using the contents, index and glossary pages.

89. In the lessons seen, pupils responded well. They listened attentively and worked effectively in small
groups, sharing resources and idess. Pupils concentrated and behaved well. They were well supported by
the good number of adult hel pers who contributed to the lessons. Pupils, including those with specia
educational needs, make good progressin al aspects of the subject.

90.  Thequdlity of teaching in the lessons seen was good. Good subject knowledge and effective planning
ensured that pupils investigated and discussed the topic well. Pupils worked at a good pace and the teacher
interacted well with al groups. There are high expectations of work and behaviour and pupils are encouraged
to develop independence and curiosity. Pupils are managed well, particularly as there are severd volunteers
who provide guidance for smal groups. For example, whilst the teecher highlighted the effect of magnets with
one group, other pupils were guided in usng hammers and nails to join wood, making models of the Iron Man
and making metal sculptures. Pupils with specia educational needs are supported well. In one instance, some
pupils lost concentration due to the very long period of time alocated to the lesson.

91.  Assessment procedures are satisfactory at present and the school isworking on developing these
further. At present, assessment of knowledge and skills is undertaken at the end of modules. The co-
ordinator, who provides good |leadership, would like to review assessment to include further focus on
investigative and experimenta kills. The scheme for scienceis currently being redrafted, with priority being
placed on establishing progression from the foundation stage. All attainment targets have been carefully
integrated into modules that have different subject bases and planning is to be reviewed at the end of the term.
At present, the co-ordinator has not observed teaching in science, though thisisto be planned in line with the
school’ s priorities for development.

92.  Resources, including apparatus for science, are adequate. The school has collected resources for
each module and these are stored well in boxes that are readily accessbleto dl saff. The accommodationis
adequate for teaching science, though there is limited space for group investigetions.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

93.  Atthetimeof thelast ingpection pupils atainment was satisfactory and in line with nationa
expectations. The quality of teaching varied between good and unsatisfactory. Evidence from the current
Ingpection shows that tandards are satisfactory and in line with nationa expectations. The school has made
much progress with improving the qudity of equipment, resources and staff confidence and expertise.
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Progress since the last ingpection has been satisfactory. The implementation of the school’ s Srategy for
Improvement is just beginning to have an impact on standards.

94.  InYear 1 pupilsare ableto word process, use the mouse and explain the function of the mouse. They
explain the use of the space bar, how to delete using the “oops’ icon and how to print. Pupils describe how to
save materid but cannot explain how to retrieve an item. Pupils use the cursor to drag items across the

screen. Y ounger pupils send each other internal e-mails, showing thet they understand the process. Older
Key Stage 1 pupils know how to switch a computer on and off and how to use aCD-ROM. They save and
retrieve items that have been saved previoudy. Older pupils recognise that a mouse is an instrument of
control. Pupils attitudes are good. They co-operate well, working in pairs usng a computer. When working
unsupported, some pupils sometimes lose concentration.

95.  Vay little direct teaching was observed during the period of the ingpection. Judgements based on a
scrutiny of pupils work and discussion with pupils indicate that teaching is at least satisfactory and sometimes
good. The best classroom practice takes place when the subject isintegrated into the main activity within each
lesson. This does not aways happen. In one classroom, information and communication technology
sometimes takes place only when other work has been completed.

96. Pupils atainment is satisfactory and broadly in line with nationa expectations. Pupilswork at a
steady, satisfactory pace. Pupils with specia educationa needs make satisfactory progress. Pupils with
higher prior attainment make good progress. A clear, concise scheme of work is currently being constructed.
The new scheme intends to incorporate the revised Nationa Curriculum. It is suitably focused on pupils
attainment and progress. The subject makes a good contribution to pupils persona and socia devel opment.
The procedures for assessment are good. Each pupil’ s progressis recorded and helps to highlight areas for
future development.

97.  Thesubjectisled effectively. During the last year the staff, led by the subject co-ordinator, have
undertaken avery detailed and comprehensive audit of the subject.  They have aso written anew policy that
provides very clear aims, expectations and guidance to staff. Parents are currently considering this document.
There has been considerable staff planning time devoted to the subject during the last year. This has resulted
in increased expertise and staff confidence for those members of staff who undertook the training. All teechers
have a support pack that provides them with guidance.

98.  Resourcesfor information and communication technology have been substantiadly increased recently
with the purchase of four new computers. Parents have donated two persona computers. A parent provided
agift of afurther four computers, which are not as yet operationa. The school is connected to the Internet,
hasits own web Ste and there is the provision for e-mail, both for internal and externa use. Software
resources are Seadily being increased. The capacity for improvement in the subject isgood. The school is
preparing itsaf effectively to take advantage of this rapidly developing educationa opportunity.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
99.  Judgements are based on one lesson observed during the period of the ingpection, school assemblies,
the work on display, scrutiny of pupils work, teachers planning and discussion with teachers and pupils. The

profile of religious education has been raised since the last ingpection when it was judged to be satisfactory.
The rate of improvement since the last ingpection has been good.
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100. The standards at the end of Key Stage 1 are good in relation to the expectations outlined in the local
educationa authority’s agreed syllabus for rdigious education. Pupils, including those with specid educeationa
needs, make very good progress.

101. Pupilsare aware of different rdigions. They know that each faith has its own specia place of worship.
They gppreciate that prayer isimportant to dl faiths. Pupils know that whilst there are differences between
religions, there are dso many amilarities. Older pupils know that each religion hasits own specid symbols
and holy writing. They are aware of the respect that religious expectations and traditions need to be given.

For example, Year 2 pupils know that the Qur’ an must be kept covered up and raised from the surface by
being placed on a prayer stand.

102. Thequdlity of teaching isvery good. Thereisastrong emphass placed on links with literacy.
Teachers knowledge and understanding is very good and work is very well planned. Not al of the work
recorded is matched carefully to pupils differing prior attainment. Pupils are very well managed and the pace
of lessons seen was good. Written work is marked effectively with detailed, positive feedback that provides
an indication of how pupils might improve. Ora feedback given in lessonsis very good, focuses on praise and
is ddivered with sengtivity.

103.  Pupilsrespond to lessons with enthusasm. They enjoy the range of opportunities that the subject
provides. Pupils are very attentive because the pace of lessonsisgood and they are actively involved in the
development of their work. They work purposefully and co-operatively with other pupils. They demondrate
mutual respect and an gppreciation for one another. Pupils' atitudes are very good.

104. Thecurriculum policy isvery dear. The religious education curriculum is broad and baanced and is
based on the Caderdale agreed syllabus. The school creastes many opportunities to enhance pupils spiritud,
moral, socid and culturd development through religious education. Very good practice is seen in lessons and
during school assemblies, such asin the celebration of Chinese New Y ear where pupils reflected on the beliefs
and customs of Chinese society. Religious education is used effectively to reinforce the ams of the schooal.

105. Subject leadership isgood. The subject co-ordinator has identified areas for development, including
the need to become increasingly involved in the evauation of teaching. The assessment of pupils work is at
an early stage of development and is to be further improved. Monitoring of the subject currently takes place
through the discusson of planning, highlighting the work covered and evauating success with other teaching
daff. Resources are satifactory. Thereisagood range of books relating to the different religionsincluded in
the scheme. Staff provide many other interesting and stimulating resources themselves. Thereis currently no
religious education software for use with information and communication technology. The accommodation is
satisfactory for teaching the subject. The school meets the requirements for collective worship.

ART AND DESIGN

106. Thequdlity of art and design is very good throughout the school. Pupils work iswiddly and
imaginatively displayed. Examples of work show that awide range of techniques and experiences are
provided, contributing to pupils very good standards in the subject. All pupils, including those with specia
educationa needs, make very good progress. Standards are much higher than those seen at the time of the
last ingpection.

107.  Younger pupilsin the key stage have dready learned to use arange of materias and equipment by the
timethey arefive. They confidently sdect materids and develop designs. The school aims to encourage
independence and credtivity and thisis achieved well in this subject. In Key Stage 1, pupils mix paints and use
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their imagination in avariety of ways to produce good paintings, such as winter scenes and portraits. They
observe closdly, such asin looking at plants and the weather. Pupils learn arange of techniques, such asusing
chalk, wax and dough to make fish and leaves.

108. InYear 2, pupils study pattern, learning about different ways in which optica illusons are made. They
discuss effects such as spinning, eongation, fading, thickening and curved, when looking at abook of patterns.
Links with numeracy are made, such as when pupils recognise tessellation and hexagond shapes. They
experiment with pattern, following good discussons about their prior learning. For example, pupils recall
types of patterns produced by William Morris as repesating patterns and their previous work in creeting
patterns with lines, different colours and dots. They copy parts of patterns they like and elaborate these in
their own chosen ways.

109. Pupilsrespond very well. They listen and observe atentively and willingly discusstheir idess. They
gppreciate the work of others, including that of vistors and famous artists. The wedlth of different activities
provides a very good stimulus for developing pupils cregtivity and appreciation of art.

110. The qudity of teaching isvery good. Teachers have very good subject knowledge. Lessons are well
planned and delivered, promoting interest and enthusiasm. Local artists enhance pupils skills and knowledge,
such asin developing large-scale projects for the school. The hdl curtains, enhanced as the Ark and with Red
Nose designs are two such projects that enrich the interior of the building. Similarly, pupils and parents have
decorated wire coat hanger mobiles to decorate the school hal. Pupilstake part in an arts week that is
intended to continue each year. In the current year, it is hoped to develop pupils knowledge of Aborigina art
in Audtrdiaand Africa, contributing to pupils culturd awareness. Chinese New Y ear and Idamic patterns
aso provide stimuli for art and design, supporting pupils culturd and spiritua development. The
accommodetion is greetly enhanced by displays of pupils work, incuding large paintings, individua paintings
and designs. Frequently, pupils work isframed to display it to best effect. Appropriate computer programs
are used to complement pupils skillsin art and design.

111. Thereare no forma procedures for assessing pupils work, though, if topics have an art focus, pupils
are assessed at the end of the module. Resources are good. These are regularly enhanced by buying
inexpensive resources from aloca centre in anearby town. Many resources are donated by parents and they
are judtifiably proud of the school’ s achievementsin the arts. The accommodation is satisfactory for teaching
art.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

112. Standardsin design and technology are good and above nationa expectations by the end of Key
Stage 1. Good progress has been made since the last ingpection, which identified some unsatisfactory
teaching and some underachievement in pupils performance.

113.  InYear 1 pupils show good progressin cutting, joining and finishing tasks usng glue and wool to
produce a satisfying end product. A group of pupils was observed developing good skillsin using tools to cut
and then hammer pieces of wood together. They used an appropriate amount of forceto drive anall into the
wood. Pupilswith specia educationa needs made very good progress in thislesson. Pupils make good
progress in salecting appropriate materials and tools to make arange of products. InYear 2 pupils are given
the opportunity to brainstorm their ideas, such asin identifying the properties of boats. They use the outcome
to plan the making of a boat, identify the materids needed, describe the construction and evaluate the product
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by identifying how it could be further improved. This suitably chalenged higher attaining pupils, though it did
not enable other pupils to achieve the same success.

114.  Pupils have avery good attitude towards design and technology. They are highly motivated by the
range of opportunities that the subject provides and through the close links with art and design. Pupils with
specia educationd needs make very good progress. Some with higher prior attainment progress congderably
above levels expected for their age.

115. Thequdlity of teaching isvery good. Planning, which integrates the subject into the curriculum themes
and emphasi ses the development of shared skills, knowledge and understanding with art and design, is very
good. Teacher expectations are high and classsoom management is very good. The qudity of pupils learning
IS good, especialy when pupils are clear about the intended outcome and are given the opportunity to practise
the skills before making the product. Learning is good because processes are understood and due to the clear
and congstent procedures within teachers planning. Pupils make good progress when they work together in
groups. Large models of the Iron Man have been made by groups of pupils who learn effectively through a
co-operative gpproach and develop a shared interest in the final product.

116. Thequality and range of learning opportunitiesisgood. They are crested through the effective
curriculum theme planning which involves dl gaff. The gatutory curriculum isin place and the dose links with
art and design enhance the richness of pupils experience. Design and technology makes a very good
contribution to pupils socid and cultural development. The curriculum is planned to ensure that it is accessible
todl pupils. Work is not dways carefully matched to pupils differing prior etainment in the later part of the

key stage.

117. Subject leadership is good and is enhanced by the whole-school structures of shared planning and
evauation of the curriculum themes by al the teaching staff. Satisfactory assessment procedures are in place.
Pupils progressisrecorded. Monitoring and eva uation takes place through whole staff discussion. The co-
ordinator has not had the opportunity to observe other staff teaching design and technology owing to grester
prioritiesin other areas of the curriculum. The school’s aims and values are clearly illugtrated through the
implementation of the curriculum and within the style of teaching thet takes place. The level of resourcesis
good. Thereisarange of appropriate tools and other equipment. Staff are creetive with the type of
digposable resources used. Very good use is made of low cost resources acquired locally. The
accommodation is satisfactory.

FRENCH

118. The schoal introduced French as an additiond curriculum subject following the new headteacher’s
gppointment. The headteacher teaches the language to al pupilsin the schoal. In the ingpection week two
lessons were observed in Years 1 and 2 respectively. The school follows a scheme of work developed by a
local education authority. The headteacher has adapted it to introduce the language, with Monsieur Lapin, a
soft toy, asits central character.

119. Pupilsin Year 1 greet and answer the headteacher and Mongeur Lapin, such asin replying to “Qui et
la?’ with the reply, “C est mai”, dong with their name. They recognise and respond to severd requests and
questions, such as, “Ecoute’” and “Regarde’. They sing, “ Asseyez-vous correctement” together and know
common phrases such as“A bientot”. On leaving for lunch, pupils are reminded to stand up and wak quietly,
“Levez-vous et marchez en Slence’.
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120. InYear 2, pupils continue to learn a widening range of vocabulary, such as*“un chat, un chien” and
greet one girl who is ceebrating her birthday with “Bonne Anniversaire’. Pupils show the class some French
items they have brought from home, including a French dictionary and cards indicating the days of the week in
French. Pupilslearn that “Cava?’ means, “How are you?' and they give replies such as“Cavabien”, or “Ca
vamd” or “Commeci, commecd'.

121. Pupilsrespond well. Their pronunciation is good and they show enthusiasm. Pupils listen carefully
and repeat exampleswell. They enjoy the style of presentation, using Monsieur Lapin as a puppet and lessons
are lively and fun. They make good progress across the schoal.

122. Thequalty of teaching isvery good. The headteacher develops the themes very effectively and
humoroudly. She uses very good strategies and the pace of lessonsisvery good. Lessonslast for no more
than 15 minutes, which is gppropriate for pupils ages. Information in French is digplayed in the school hall
and there are saveral French language books in the schoal library. The subject contributes well to pupils
cultura development. Resources are good and the accommodeation is satisfactory for teaching the subject.

GEOGRAPHY and HISTORY

123.  During the period of the ingpection no lesson observations were possible because of the focus on
other areas of the curriculum. Judgements are based on the scrutiny of pupils work, displays around the
school, teachers planning and discussions with staff and pupils. The school has prioritised its areas for
development. History and geography have not as yet been targeted within thislist of priorities. Whole-school
improvement has had an impact on aspects of both subjects and there has been a good rate of improvement
sncethelast ingpection. Evidence indicates that standards in history and geography are good and above
national expectations at the end of Key Stage 1. Pupils, including those with specia educationd needs, make
good progress.

124.  Pupils acquire skills and knowledge effectively. InYear 1 pupils know that camels come from hot
countries. They know that Africais hot and that camels live there. They are aware that polar bears come
from cold countries and that cold countries can be found in the northern parts of the world. Year 1 pupils
know that the United Kingdom isan idand and that you need to travel by ferry or air in order to leaveit. The
work seen shows that pupils work at a good pace and concentrate effectively in order to complete pieces of
work. Older pupilstalk about places that they have visited and describe way's that these places are smilar
and different from Hebden Bridge. Year 2 pupils recognise the impact that people have on the environment in
terms of litter and discuss the effect that a catastrophe, such as the sinking of an oil tanker, may have on aloca
environment and wildlife,

125.  Year 2 pupils discuss the Stubbings history theme with keen interest. They describe their gainsin
knowledge and understanding. They know that change has made life easier for people and identify
improvements such as the development of gas, ectricity and gppliancesin the kitchen. Pupilsillustrate their
growing appreciation of chronology through the development of transport from people moving around on foot,
to riding on horseback, travelling in a carriage, then on atram and now by car. They recognise that S.
George' s Bridge in Hebden Bridge is newer than the Packhorse Bridge and that the building materids provide
clues. Some pupils with higher prior attainment added that we could become confused when looking for
clues, because old buildings are often renovated. This reflective understanding illustrates a good rate of
learning.
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126. Pupilsrespond well. They describe their work in both subjects as being varied and interesting. Y ear
2 pupils enjoy the work on the Stubbings theme. Relationships are very good. Pupils describe the ways that
they work well together. Pupils persond development is very good.

127.  Inthose aspects seen, the quality of teaching isgood. Teachers knowledge and understanding,
supported by effective planning, ensures that good teaching methods are used and that materias are presented
in an interesting way that motivate and involve pupils. Expectations of pupils are very good, including pupils
with specid educationd needs. Higher attaining pupils are given very good opportunitiesto achieve well. The
qudity of ongoing assessment supports pupils progress.

128. The higtory and geography policies provide a clear rationde, aims and guidance for the teaching of the
subjects. The detailed schemes of work support learning effectively and encourage a good development of
historical and geographica skills and understanding through awide range of cross-curricular themes. The
themes encourage pupils to gppreciate the links between different dements of life. Pupils with specia
educationa needs learn effectively and make good progress.

129. The higtory and geography curriculum is broad and baanced and meets the needs of al pupils,
including those with specia educationa needs and those with higher prior atainment. The curriculum is
enriched by vidits to places of interest, such as Hdifax or Leeds, to view a contrasting locality. Hebden Bridge
provides arich resource that is used extensvely, with afocus on the cand, railway and the buildings of the
town itsdf. History and geography make a very good contribution to pupils spiritud, mord, socid and
culturd development. The curriculum is planned to ensure that it is equaly accessbleto al pupils. The
systems for the assessment and recording of pupils progress are good. Pupils are assessed at the end of each
theme and judgements are made about levels of atainment, identifying evidence to support judgements.

130. Higtory and geography are effectively led by the subject co-ordinator. The satisfactory monitoring of
planning, pupils work and observation of teaching by the co-ordinator has not been able to take place since
1998, owing to the prioritisation of time for more pressing aspects of school development. Theleve of
resourcesis limited but satisfactory. There isalimited number of books within the library. A good range of
pictures and posters is available as a staff resource. Staff and members of the community are good providers
of atefacts. The use of information and communication technology is beginning to increase since the provison
of insarvice traning for saff. The availahility of softwareis ill limited. The accommodation is satisfactory.

MUSIC

131. Few lessons were seen during the ingpection due to the organisation of the timetable. Evidence from
assemblies, lessons seen, music tuition, planning and discussions with teachers and pupils indicate that pupils
make good progressin music. At thetime of the last ingpection most pupils achieved standards gppropriate
for their age, though some were underachieving. There was insufficient emphadis on listening and appraisng.
Thisisno longer evident and the schoal’ s strong focus on the arts ensures good breadth and balance in the
music curriculum.

132.  Throughout the school, pupils Sng well. They sing in tune, breathing appropriately and adapting well
to themood. The youngest pupils quickly memorise verses, such as when singing together at assembly. Ina
Y ear 2 lesson, pupils rehearsed their Chinese music composition for their class assembly later that week.
Pupils showed good understanding of rhythm, composing and performing. They sang “Chinese New Year Is
Here Again”, playing accompanying percussion indruments well. By the end of Year 2, pupils know the
names of insruments, follow a beat and repeat arhythm accurately.
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133.  Inas=mbly, pupils Sng “Chinatown Dragon” clearly and tunefully. They learn the “ Dragon Boat
Song” and accompany thiswith percussion insruments. They sing “Cometo our Festivd” heartily. Pupils
learn that certain notes are prevaent in Chinese music and they experiment with these notes using chime bars.
Pupils who receive violin tuition read the music, recognisng musical notation.  Pupils are encouraged to
appreciate and gppraise arange of music.

134. Thequdlity of teaching isgood overdl. Teachers have good subject knowledge and thisisreflected in
the good range of activities provided. For example, in astudy of metals, pupils were asked to gppraise the
noise made by different machines. The headteacher makes a strong contribution to the school’s music
provison. Sheisan accomplished singer and musician and provides ingpiration to staff and pupils dike.

135. Pupils are encouraged to learn about performance. All pupilsin Years 1 and 2 are learning about
drumming, in a10 week programme. The arts week isto focus on Aborigina arts. Pupils have performed a
French nativity play produced by the headteacher. They have taken part in ajoint musical and a carol service
involving massed choirs from the infant and junior schools in the town. The school isaso to trid anew
musica that is currently being developed. The school welcomes visiting musicians and parents have formed a
rock band to accompany ashow. The headteacher sngs many songs from awide repertoire to the pupils and
good useis made of awide range of recorded music to widen pupils gppreciative skills. The school’s notice
board advertises locd musical events, such asthe annua concert in athestre in Halifax.

136. Themusc palicy iscdear and the school plans to rewrite the music scheme within its planned areas for
development. Resources for music are generally good. There are good instruments, though the school has
identified the need to increase its stock of recorded music, which is presently provided by individud teachers.
The accommodation is satisfactory for teaching music.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

137. Pupilsachieve wdl in physicd education. By the timethey are 7 pupils achievement is good and
above average in comparison to schools nationdly. Al pupils, including those with specia educationa needs,
make good progress. At the time of the last inspection pupils were seen to be achieving satisfactory or better
standards.

138.  Year 1 pupils were seen learning rugby skills, led by amember of Halifax Blue Sox Rugby League
Team. Pupils progressively learned ball control skills, tactics relating to rugby and developed passing skills.
Pupils with differing attainment, including those with specid educationa needs, were sensitively accommodated
and encouraged. In Year 2, pupils were seen in a gymnastics lesson, where the am was to devel op ways of
travelling and baancing. Pupils applied good physica effort and successfully performed a range of
movements. They were co-operative and showed good awareness of space.

139.  Pupilsrespond well to physical education. They listen attentively and behave well. They have good
undergtanding of safety issues, particularly in the limited hall areaand show good understanding of rules of the
gym. Pupils respond quickly to ingtructions and collect and replace gpparatus sensibly. They work well both
individudly and as members of ateam.

140. The qudity of teaching isat least good. There are clear objectivesthat are explained to pupils.
Teachers made good use of strategies such as explanation, ingtruction and demondtration to highlight skills,
There are high expectations of achievement and behaviour. Pupils with specid educationd needs are well
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supported by appropriate intervention from teaching and non-teaching aff. The pace of lessonsis generdly
good, though the rugby coaching was somewhat adversdy affected by the way in which passing was taught,
where the use of only one ball prolonged the time pupils had to spend waiting for their turn.

141. The scheme of work for physical education has been updated and will be reviewed to incorporate
Top Play and Top Start, which have been accepted by the locd authority. The newly appointed co-ordinator
is enthusiastic and intends to overview planning and the consistency of gpproach to teaching physica
education. At present, there is no forma assessment in physica education. Resourcesare good. Thereisa
good range of large apparatus and storage has been successfully reorganised. The accommodation is
satisfactory for teaching the subject, though there is limited outdoor space for games.
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