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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Childwall CE Primary School is a voluntary aided school in Childwall, five miles to the east of
Liverpool city centre. The school, bigger than most primaries, has 311 pupils in 11 classes, three of
which have mixed age groups. Many pupils come from professional families and six per cent of
pupils are eligible for free school meals (below the national average). At the time of the inspection,
22 of the 41 children in the reception classes were still under the age of five. Attainment on entry to
school is above average. There is a lower than average percentage of pupils with special
educational needs (10 per cent) and these are predominantly moderate or specific learning
difficulties, such as dyslexia. No pupil has a statement of special educational need. Five pupils are
from ethnic minorities. One pupil has English as an additional language but does not require extra
support.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

This is a good school with several very good features. Standards are higher than in many schools
in similar areas. The good quality teaching and pupils’ keen and positive attitudes to learning
ensure that pupils achieve well. The school is fulfilling its mission statement. It is well led and
managed, has made good progress since the last inspection and provides good value for money.

What the school does well
Standards in English, mathematics and science are high. They are particularly good in spesking
and in gory writing.
Pupils enjoy school and behave well. They are eager to learn and quick to grasp facts and new
skills such as using informeation technology.
The qudity of teaching isgood. English and mathematics skills are taught well.
The management of the school isgood. The headteacher provides strong leadership and the
governing body carries out its role very responsibly.
The partnership with parentsis particularly strong. Parents' support for the work of the school
contributes much to the overdl ethos and to their children’s progress and attainment.

What could beimproved

- The application of pupils higher order reading skills, such as skimming, scanning and criticad
appraisa of texts.
Opportunities for pupilsto write for awider range of purposes and audiences.
The greater use of teachers marking to indicate pupils progress and areas for improvement.
The provison of more opportunities to alow pupils to take respongibility for their own learning.
The qudity of the monitoring and evauating by co-ordinators to determine what works well,
especidly in teaching and learning.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors' action plan.
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HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

Improvement since the inspection in 1995 has been good overall. The governors, headteacher and
staff took a positive and systematic approach to addressing the key issues raised in the report.
Effective action has been taken to assess and evaluate provision in literacy and numeracy, to
identify areas for improvement and to set targets. Not only have standards risen in line with national
trends but the school has also maintained higher standards than seen in similar schools. The
school is on course to meet its even higher targets for Level 4 attainment in English and
mathematics in the end of Key Stage 2 national tests this year. Recent staff appointments have
enhanced subject expertise, especially in information technology, and raised the quality of teaching.
Progress has been slower than might have been expected in raising standards in information
technology but current provision is ensuring that pupils catch up quickly and that higher attaining
pupils apply and extend their skills. A comprehensive programme of professional development has
been closely matched to school development planning. Current work for the award of Investors in
People has effectively heightened all staff members’ commitment to a team approach to school
improvement.

STANDARDS

The table shows the standards achieved by 11 year olds based on average point scoresin Nationa
Curriculum tests,

compared with
Performancein: all schools smilar Key
schools
1997 | 1998 1999 1999
Englich A A A A well dboveaverage A
above average B
Mathematics A A A A average c
below average D
Science A A A A well bdow average  E

Standards are well above average compared with al schools and with schoolsin smilar areas. 1n 1999,
nearly al Year 6 pupils reached the level expected for their age in dl three subjects. Just over haf reached
the higher Leve 5 in mathematics and science and just under hdf in English. Thisisadmost double the
nationa percentage in al three subjects. The aggregated test results from al three subjects place the school
in the top five per cent of dl schools nationdly. Inspection evidence confirms these high slandards and
shows that the schoal is on course to meet its targets for pupils' atainment in English and mathematicsin
the nationd teststhisyear. Attainment on entry is above average. Although many children under the age of
five are dready reading, writing and solving number problems independently, standards could be higher.
Year 2 and Year 6 pupils attainment in English and number isgood. Most are working at or above the
level expected for their age. At dl ages, pupils write well Structured, imaginative stories but they are less
skilled in other writing forms such as reports, ingructions and explanations. This reflects to some degree
the higher emphasis on reading fiction. Pupils skillsin reading and using non-fiction are satisfactory but not
aswel developed asthosein reading fiction. Throughout the schooal, pupils work iswell presented.
Pupils handwriting is uniform and neat. In information technology, Sandards arerisng. Year 2 and Year
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6 pupils atainment in this subject is as expected for their age but pupils quicknessin learning new
functions and skills in information technology indicates that sandards could be much higher.

PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Very good; pupils are keen, eager and enthusiastic learners especialy
when their interest is caught. They concentrate hard and try their best.

Behaviour, in and out of Very good; pupils show good sef-discipline in and out of classand

classrooms they behave wdll.

Persond development and Good; pupils get on wel with others. They are confident and
relationships responsble. When given the opportunity, they show much initiative
and good organising and decision-making skills.

Attendance Very good; well above the nationa average.

This aspect is a true strength of the school. From starting school, the pupils are willing learners
and are keen to be involved. They enjoy school and their positive attitudes contribute highly to their
learning and to their achievement.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils: aged up to5years aged 5-7 years aged 7-11 years
L essons seen overdl Satisfactory Good Good

I nspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory;
unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths
outwei gh weaknesses.

Throughout the schooal, teaching is at least satisfactory in dl lessons. It isgood in 65 per cent of lessons
and very good in eight per cent. There is frequent good teaching for the older pupilsat Key Stages 1 and 2
and this boosts progress and attainment. Common strengths in the teaching are the good management of
the pupils, the good relationships with pupils and the frequent revision of key points to remember. These
srengths ensure that pupils generdly make good progressin ther learning. They gpply themsaveswdl in
lessons, work hard, show good levels of concentration and take care with their handwriting and
presentation of work. Many pupils “soak up” facts and are quick to grasp new skills. However, teachers
can miss opportunities to dlow pupilsto explain their thinking and to decide for themsalves how things can
be done. Smilarly, when marking pupils work, not al teachers indicate clearly what has been done well,
where pupils have made progress or what pupils should do next time to improve their work. Thebasic
skills of reading, writing, Spdling and handwriting are taught conscientioudy and thoroughly. Thereisan
gppropriate focus on developing pupils facility with number and their knowledge of mathemeatical
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procedures. At Key Stages 1 and 2, the setting of the older pupils by attainment in English and
mathemati cs enables teachers to meet pupils needs, including those with specia educationd needs.
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OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The qudity and range of the Good; highest emphasisis given to English and mathematics. The
curriculum good programme of after-school activities, such as chess and cross-

ditch clubs, aswell as vistors and visitsto places of interest, enrich
the curriculum.

Provison for pupils with
specid educationa needs

Satisfactory; pupils are given appropriate support in order to reach
the targetsin thar individua educeation plans.

Provison for pupils with
English as an additiond

language

Satisfactory; the school has access to appropriate support
agencies when required.

Provision for pupils persond,
including spiritua, mord, socid
and cultural development

Good provision overal to develop pupils sdf-esteem and a sense of
their own skillsand talents. The provison for pupils spiritud and
cultural development across the curriculum is sound; provision for
mora and socia development isvery good. Pupils develop a strong
moral code based on Christian values and know how to act towards
others. They are polite and considerate to adults and each other.

How well the school cares for
its pupils

Good; procedures are well established to monitor pupils hedth,
safety, behaviour, attendance, attainment and progress.

The curriculum is broad and baanced. All subjects, including religious education are taught. Although the
information technology curriculum has not fully met al Nationd Curriculum requirements to dete, planned
provisgon for the summer term indicates that dl aspects will be covered. Parents play asgnificant part in
helping in school and supporting their children a home.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and manage-ment | Good overdl; the headteacher provides strong leadership and

by the headteacher and other | effective Strategic management. He has aclear sense of purpose and
key Steff direction for the school. Co-ordinators are managing their

respongbilities well and developing confidence in directing the way
forward.

How well the governors fulfil
their respongbilities

Very well; the governing body is conscientious in mesting its
responsbilities. Business acumen and professiona expertise are used
well to support the work of committees particularly in determining
cost-effectiveness and best vaue principles.

The schoal’ s evduation of its

Good overdl; evidence from an analysis of pupils performance and
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performance the work of the school is used well to inform school devel opment
planning. As criteriafor the monitoring of the qudity of teaching and
learning have not been agreed, thereisincongstency in deciding what
works well.

HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED [continued]

The strategic use of Good overdl; funds are being used effectively to provide additiona
resources teaching gtaff for English and mathematics groups, the timetabled use
of recently acquired information technology resourcesis acceerating
progress in the development of pupils skills and knowledge; time,
space, resources and teaching expertise are not always used to
optimd effect in dl year groups but especidly for the youngest pupils.

The headteacher’ s leadership and the work of the governing body are strengths of the school. The school
fulfilsits misson statement and strategic planning iswell thought through. Co-ordinetors are gaining
confidence in their subject and school management roles, particularly in monitoring and evauating whet the
school doeswell.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parentswould like to see improved
The school’ s high expectations of their No issues were raised by a significant number
children to do well and the progressthey can | of parents. A few expressed :
make. - thewish to know even more about how
The good behaviour of the children who their children are progressing and the
enjoy schooal. standard of their work.

The good teaching and the caring attitude of
gaff who work hard for the children.

The “open door” welcoming gpproach and
the good relationships between saff and
parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The way the school keeps parents informed
about events and the current topics being
dudied in class.

I nspection evidence endorses fully parents positive views. Parents strong support for the school iswell
seen in the high return of questionnaires, the positive comments expressed a the parents meeting and the
number of parents who came into school during the ingpection. Inspection evidence aso indicates thet,
athough annua reports give a sound overview of progress and attainment in the year, teachers marking of
pupils work does not aways indicate the progress made or the standard achieved. The school keeps
parents well informed about their children’s progress but islooking a waysto help parents appreciate more
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fully the rate of progress and standards achieved.
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PART B: COMMENTARY
WHAT THE SCHOOL DOESWELL

Standardsin English, mathematics and science are good. They are particularly good in speaking
and in gory writing.

1. In the 1999 Key Stage 2 nationd tests, standards in English, mathematics and science were well
above both the nationd average and the average for schoolsin smilar areas. On average, pupils were
achieving the standards expected of pupils ayear older in English and mathematics, and dightly lesssoin
science. Unlike the nationdl picture, the boys did better than the girlsin English. The high number of pupils
who reach Leve 5, one level above that expected for their age, is particularly marked in writing.

2. Throughout the school, pupils do especidly well in writing stories and expressing their thoughtsin
accounts, reviews and poems. This reflects their good spesking skills and their easy facility with language.
The reception year children tak eadly, fluently and maturely about their work and their interests. They use
agood range of vocabulary and often use phrasestypica of much older children. By the end of Key Stage
2, pupils express themselves clearly and often a length. They converse easily with adults and many relish
the opportunity to indulge in word play and debate. 1n holding a public meeting about the possible closure
of aloca road to traffic, many Year 6 pupils presented sophisticated and detailed arguments. They drew
well on information gathered from surveys and severd used good public spesking techniques such asarm
gestures and direct apped s to the judge and audience.

3. In their writing, pupils use well their knowledge of stories from books read. They make effective
use of different waysto begin stories and to “hook” the reader. Year 2 pupils showed a good
understanding of the need to set the context and to introduce charactersin their stories prompted by “The
rainbow fish and the bluewhae€’. Year 5 pupils used phrases such as“Asusud...” or “The clock struck
three ...” to open their first chapters. Both year groups drew well on speech, descriptive phrases and
devices such as capitd letters and marks, asin “ WHAT!**11” | to add livelinessand interest. The
standard of pupils work is enhanced by their uniform, joined handwriting and neat presentation. Year 2
pupils are beginning to join their letters and to adopt a fluent style. Standards are higher in Year 2 than last
year' s nationa test resultsindicate and many Year 1 pupils are dready achieving the standard expected of
aseven-year-old. Smilarly, Year 5 pupils atainment is more typical of older pupils and the qudity of their
work ishigh.

4. Writing skillsare well taught. The pupils learn how to plan and structure their work and to use
features that will ensure an effective story or account. Pupils learn procedures, rules and skills through
regular spdlling, dictation, comprehension, grammar and handwriting exercises.

5. In mathematics, the pupils have a good knowledge of number. Increased focus on mentd
mathemétics, following nationa guidance, is helping to sharpen pupils skillsin seeing relationships between
numbers and using different strategies to solve number problems. Y ear 2 pupils know the rule that
multiples of five end in nought or five and that multiplying can aso be seen as addition or counting on.
Higher ataining pupils have no difficulty in multiplying numbers by ten in their head and have a good
understanding of place vaue.
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6. Currently, Key Stage 2 pupils are making at least satisfactory progress in their awareness of how to
use and apply their number skills as well as their knowledge of shape, space and measures and ways to
handle data. During the ingpection, Years 5 and 6 pupils made good progressin learning how to work out
the perimeter of objects. Year 6 pupils applied their knowledge of formulae to determine the perimeter of
regular and irregular shapes and went on to determine the area of right angled triangles. Their easein
recaling multiplication table facts greatly enhanced the speed of their problem-solving.

7. Pupils have good scientific knowledge. They remember well facts and waysto do things. They
learn how to carry out investigations and how to record and evaluate their findings. Year 1 pupils made
smple notes and drawings of their mini-beast hunt in the school grounds and Y ear 6 pupilsinclude
diagrams, graphs and tables as part of their scientific reports. In investigating easticity pupils drew well on
both their numeracy and information technology skills to record their findings usng a computer program.

Pupils enjoy school and behave well. They are eager to learn and quick to grasp facts and new
skills such asusing infor mation technology.

8. Pupils attitudes to learning are very good and have a positive impact on their progress and
attainment. Ninety-five per cent of parents agree that their children like school and are keen to attend.
Attendance has risen since the last ingpection and is far higher than the nationd average. To date, Sx out of
ten pupils have not had a day’ s sence in the school year.

9. Indl year groups, pupils are willing learners who are keen to get on with their work. The leve of
sdf-moativation is high and whilst they welcome and appreciate rewards, pupils work hard and try their best
regardless. They are attentive listeners and rarely need to have things explained more than once. Pupils
are curious about new topics, quick to grasp new facts and keen to try things out. They behave well and
even when the pace of the lesson is dow, maintain their concentration and interest. They enjoy practical
tasks. Year 3 pupils made good progressin learning about collective nouns as they played a card game
based on finding partners such as “bees/svarm”.

10.  Pupils highleve of interes in learning is best exemplified in their work using information
technology. When using the computers, pupils are very keen and often become totally absorbed in what
they are doing. They work well with a partner and support one another. More knowledgeable pupils, who
have access to computers & home or are learning new skills in the computer club, willingly explain and
demongtrate what they know. Girls and boys take much ddlight in trying out new programs and become
quite animated and pleased with their achievements. Year 2 pupils grew in confidence as the teecher
showed them how to dedl with text that jumped aline and became very enthusiastic once they grasped the
technique. Year 6 pupilswere quick to catch on to the process of creating fields and entering data from
Victorian parish records. They coped confidently with errors and made good strides in thelr learning.

The quality of teaching isgood. English and mathematics skills ar e taught well.

11.  Intwo out of three lessonsthe teaching isgood. The teaching staff work hard and are
conscientious in their planning and preparation of lessons. They have clear objectives for their lessons and
often share these with the pupils. The Y ear 4 teacher used the science lesson objectives well to Structure
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the sesson, and to evaluate the pupils learning in using their knowledge of growth conditions to inform their
predictions and investigations.

12.  Theteachers manage the pupilswdl. They have high expectations of pupilsto behave well and to
give their full attention, and are quick to ded with infringements.  Relationships between teachers and
pupils are good and often relaxed. Teachers are generousin their use of praise to encourage and to
acknowledge pupils efforts and responses.

13.  Inthe more effective lessons, the paceis brisk and pupils are chalenged by the teacher’ s questions,
by the task and the set time limit. Years 1 and 2 pupils raised the qudity of their involvement and tried
reglly hard to begt the clock in amental mathematics sesson. The happy, excited buzz during this short
session indicated the pupils enjoyment and also the success of the strategy in promoting the use of their
number skills. In the better class and group sessions, the teachers engage in true discussion. Rather than
moving on once pupils have answered a question or made a point, the teachers encourage the pupilsto
explain their thinking, to show others how they arrived at their response, or to try out their ideas. This not
only heightens pupils involvement but dso improves the qudity of their learning. By taking a querying
approach with “Tell me how you got your answer”, ateacher redlised that severd Year 5 pupils had
grasped the mathematica procedure in working out perimeters but were unsure of the principles behind it.

14. A drength of the schoal is the sysemétic teaching of skills in reading, writing, spelling, handwriting
and mathematics. The teachers are confident and secure in their knowledge and teach well the eements
needed to ensure that pupils make progress and attain at least the level expected for their age. The
teachers have incorporated € ements of the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategiesin their teaching. In
the reception classes, the teachers focus well on letters, words and numbers. They make effective use of
itemsto involve the children in practica tasks such as naming and locating items dl beginning with the sound
“t” or counting how many skittles have been knocked down and how many remain standing. At Key
Stages 1 and 2, class reading, writing and number sessions are effective in developing pupils awareness of
text and number patterns and relationships. 1n keegping with nationa guidance, teachers show pupils, and
help them to apply, relevant Strategies. The Y ear 2 teacher modelled very effectively the process of
planning a story and showed pupils how to consider setting, characters and phrases.

15. A common dement is the way the teachers congtantly review and reinforce key information. Pupils
are reminded of relevant vocabulary and procedures. The Key Stage 2 literacy co-ordinator led alively
and probing review of Year 5 pupils knowledge of the different waysto start a story and in adifferent
lesson, pupils were given aclear lig of the defining characteristics of “an explanation text”.

The management of the school isgood. The headteacher provides strong leader ship and the
governing body carriesout itsrole very responsibly.

16.  The headteacher, governors and staff work well together for the good of the school and are proud
of pupils achievements and the school’ s good standing in the community. The headteacher has ahigh
commitment to promoting Christian values and has a clear sense of purpose and direction for the school.
Heis centrd to the life of the school and staff, parents and pupils have high respect for the way he wants
the school to be run. His positive approach and his drive to improve provison have ensured that issues
identified in the last ingpection have been addressed and Sandards have risen in many arees.  The
headteacher knows his staff well, has delegated much subject responsibility and is working with saff to
raise their confidence in assuming the authority of aleadership role. He places high emphasison
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encouraging staff to develop their expertise and as part of this, the deputy headteacher is overseeing and
managing awe| structured and organised programme of staff development linked to agreed school
priorities. Thisisaso providing evidence towards the “Investors in Peopl€’ standard and the school then
intends to participate in the “ Qudity mark” scheme. All in dl, the school runs very smoothly. Office and
school systems are well established and thereis an air of order and structure,

17.  Thequdity of srategic and financia management isgood. The school development plan givesa
clear picture of curriculum, pastoral and other priorities, the action to be taken and success criteria Many
of these initiatives arise gppropriately from a critica review of the school’ s performance in the previous
year. The school has made good progress since the last ingpection in developing eva uation procedures
and in andysing its achievements.

18.  Thegoverning body plays a sgnificant and criticd role in steering the work of the schoal. The
professond expertise and the business acumen of many governors are used to good effect in deciding how
the budget should be used and in questioning whether action has been effective. The governing body is
well organised and thorough in its gpproach. Governors have high respect for the work of the headteacher
but rightly expect him to be accountable. In turn, they account well to the parents and the last annua report
to parents was a detailed, highly informative overview of what the school had achieved and how best value
principles had been gpplied. The headteacher and governing body are not complacent about the school’s
achievements and given the high number of families wishing to send their child to the school are actively
seeking funding to alow them to increase the intake number and enlarge the school. Whilst ill maintaining
the high number of teaching staff, governors have prudently decided to curtal school spending in order to
accumulate funds to support the proposed building extension.

The partnership with parentsisparticularly strong. Parents support for the school contributes
much to the overall ethos and to their children’s progress and attainment.

19.  The parents are extremely supportive of the school. This was notably demongtrated in the high
return of questionnaires, parents written comments and the number of parents who attended the meeting
prior to the ingpection. Parents wanted their support for the aff to be recognised and were highly critica
of the pressure they felt the ingpection placed on the school. Parents raised very few concerns about the
school, and many commented that a“plus’ for the school was the ease of talking to the headteacher and
Saff about any concerns and worries. These were usudly deslt with promptly and effectively.

20.  Parentsvaue the Chrigtian ethos and values of the school and particularly like the happy, family
atmosphere and the ease with which their children dip into schoal life. They appreciate the “ well earned
and well deserved” high standards (parent’s comment) achieved by pupilsin nationa tests but dso value
the additiond aspects of the school, such as the after-school activities, visits out, annua productions and
magazines.

21.  Pupils bendfit from the support of parentsin many ways. More than 60 parents help in school on a
regular basis. They usetheir skills and expertise well to run the library, hear pupilsread, assst in usng the
computer, work with groups and provide some after-school activities, such as chess club. Parents provide
acontinuing high leve of support a home in reading, Spdlling, mathematics and topic research. The Parent-
Teacher Association raised £3,000 in 1999, and funded, among other things, the purchase of books and
swimming trophies.
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WHAT COULD BE IMPROVED

The application of pupils higher order reading sKills, such as skimming, scanning and critical
appraisal.

22.  Pupilsread well and cope with arange of texts across the curriculum. There are well established
ways of teaching reading and promoting pupils comprehension of whet they read. For example, from the
reception class onwards, pupils regularly complete reading and comprehension exercises and work through
books from a structured scheme.  Pupils know well the format of these exercises and are skilled in finding
the rlevant information and writing extended responses.  Much of thiswork is related to fiction. When
reading non-fiction, many pupils tend to skip over aspects they do not understand or fail to question how
different sections of the text are related. Pupils know how to use contents pages and indexes to locate
information in books and on CD-ROM. They areless skilled in skimming, scanning, close reading,
evauaing and gppraising criticaly information from one text or severd sources deding with the same
subject matter. Opportunities are missed to introduce and devel op these skillsin amore systematic way as
part of work in al subjectsin al year groups.

23.  Thetwo literacy co-ordinators are supporting staff in widening pupils reading experiences. They
have increased the stock of non-fiction books and poetry for pupilsto read and borrow, and aso the
number and range of books to support teachersin planning lessons. Although teechers are gaining in
confidence as they redlise the teaching potential of these books as well as texts from other subjects such as
history and science, they are dlill tentative in using them as class reading texts.

Opportunitiesfor pupilstowritefor awider range of purposes and audiences.

24.  Throughout the school, much focus s placed on developing pupils story writing skills. Not enough
emphadisis placed on providing opportunities for pupils to develop and rehearse their skillsin other types
of writing such as reports, notes, ingructions, articles and biographies. Pupils skillsarelesswell honed in
drafting, editing and revising these kinds of writing. Pupils have little experience of using the computer to
draft their writing dthough thisisimproving as pupils and saff become more familiar with the word
processing and desk-top publishing functions now available.

25.  Mog of the pupils writing is done for the teacher. Thereis occasiona writing for other audiences,
such as aletter to the Prime Minigter, Year 2 pupils poem for the youngest pupils and the annua magazine
for parents and others. In dl year groups, when planning topics, the teachers often miss opportunities to
provide rdlevant and meaningful purposes and different audiences for arange of writing types. The Year 6
work on the proposed loca road closure shows how this may be achieved effectively. Pupils have written
questions to ask local people, recorded and analysed responses, reviewed differing opinions and evidence,
and drafted and revised their own speeches to convince classmates. Opportunities are also missed in
classroom and school displays to encourage pupilsto answer questions or to record their views and
opinions. In the shop and home corner in the reception classes thereislittle provison of note pads, notice-
boards, writing paper and envelopes to prompt the writing of shopping lists, messages, receipts and |etters.

Thegreater use of teachers marking to indicate pupils progressand areasfor improvement in
their work.
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26. A sorutiny of pupils work shows thet there are inconsstencies in how teachers are implementing
the marking policy and how they inform pupils about the qudity of their work.

27.  All theteachers are conscientious in marking pupils work regularly. Many clearly take time and
care but not dl are using marking to optima effect to provide clear guidance on what pupils have done
well, where they have made progress compared with previous work, how they responded to guidance and
what they need to do next time to improve. In many cases, work is marked as pupils are doing it and the
teachers question pupils about it. Where thisis most effective, the teachers appropriately focus on the
subject matter initidly and then the spelling, grammar and punctuation. The pupil is given clear pointers as
to what is being done wel and what they need to do next. In many books, however, it is often difficult to
know why the comment “good” or “excdlent” has been given or why severa house points may have been
awarded. In mathematics, there is often no comment at all. Severd teachers handwriting acts as a poor
model for pupils.

28.  Where samples of work have been gathered as exemplars, teachers have yet to include a
commentary on why the examples have been sdected or how they represent a particular level of
attainment.

The provision of more opportunitiesto allow pupilsto take responsbility for their own learning.

29.  Inorganisng themsdves at play and lunchtimes, even the youngest pupils show agood leve of
initiative and respongbility. In al year groups, many are cregtive thinkers and able organisers who marsha
others and quickly decide aplan of action. When given opportunities in school to use such skills, they rise
well to the occason. Year 6 pupilsworked hard in class and in their own time to compile group
anthologies. The effective use of the computer to publish their work and to incorporate graphics showed
pupils good skillsin deciding for themselves how to produce and publish work.

30.  Intoo many lessons the teachers do not use or build on these skills. In most lessons, the teachers
decide what the pupils will do, how it will be done and what will be used. Whilst this ensures that particular
work gets done, it does not foster pupils independent learning skills and often closes down the task,
especidly for the higher attaining pupils. In severa lessons seen, throughout the schoal, pupils were not
encouraged to make their own decisons. Occasiondly, adults working with groups of pupils do too much
and miss the chance to dlow pupils to collaborate to solve problems or to learn through their mistakes.
Pupils in the reception class were helped to get their “take away” sums correct but many had only a
tentative understanding of the principlesinvolved. Although pupils have jobs to do in the classroom, and
older pupils help in tasks such organising the hall for assemblies, there are opportunities for pupils of al
ages to be more involved in the day-to-day running of the school and in having avoice in aspects of school
management and improvement.

The quality of the monitoring and evaluating by co-ordinator s to deter mine what works well
especially in teaching and lear ning.
31.  Co-ordinators are not certain of the key criteriato use when observing lessons. The literacy and

numeracy co-ordinators have monitored the qudity of provision and content of the literacy and numeracy
hours, but they, like other subject co-ordinators in the school, are less secure and confident in using their
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observations to identify what works well in teaching and learning and to focus on this to raise the quality of
provison.

32.  Monitoring has been used wdll to track teachers planning and to ensure that nationd guidance is
being implemented effectively in teaching literacy and numeracy. Less emphass has been given to
evauating the effectiveness of teaching Strategies and teachers use of time, resources and space. The co-
ordinators have a sense of what works well in their own subject but have not collated this to identify
common elements of strength or those aspects which are less effective in meeting the school’ s ams and
school development priorities.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?
In order to strengthen till further the qudity of teaching and overal standards, the school should:

a ensure that al pupils have more frequent access to arange of non-fiction texts across the
curriculum and are taught the rlevant skills and Strategies to find, use and evauate information;

b. ensure that dl pupils are given more opportunities across the curriculum to write for different
purposes and different audiences,

C. increase the use of teachers marking as a means of recording pupilS progress and setting targets
for further learning;

d. provide more opportunities in lessons, in homework and around the school for pupilsto be

respongble for determining what and how things may be done;
e. agree and implement criteria for the monitoring of teaching and learning to enable co-ordinators to

determine what works well in their subject and aso what works well in the overdl work of the
school.
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed 26
Number of discussions with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 18
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection
Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
0 8 57 35 0 0 0

The table gives the percentage of teaching observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about |essons.
I nformation about the school’s pupils
Pupils on the school’sroll Nursery YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’s roll (FTE for part-time pupils) 311
Number of full-time pupils eligible for free school meals 19
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery YR-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of special educational needs 0
Number of pupils on the school’s special educational needs register 32
English as an additional language No of pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additional language 1
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission 9
Pupils who left the school other than at the usual time of leaving 3
Attendance
Authorised absence Unauthorised absence

% %
School data 1.8 School data 0
National comparative data 5.6 National comparative data 0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1

Y ear Boys Girls Total
Number of registered pupilsin final year of Key Stage 1 for the latest reporting year 1999 23 22 45
National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Boys 22 23 23
Numbers of pupilsat NC level 2 Girls 22 22 21
and above
Total 44 45 44
Percentage of pupils School 98 100 98
at NC level 2 or above National 82 83 87
Teachers' Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 22 23 23
Numbers of pupilsat NC level 2 Girls 29 21 29
and above
Total 44 44 45
Percentage of pupils School 98 98 100
at NC level 2 or above National 82 86 87
Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2
Year Boys Girls Total
Number of registered pupilsin final year of Key Stage 2 for the latest reporting year 1999 24 23 a7
National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science
Boys 23 23 23
Numbers of pupils at NC level 4 Girls 23 21 23
and above
Total 46 44 46
Percentage of pupils School 98 94 98
at NC level 4 or above National 70 69 78
Teachers' Assessments English Mathematics Science
Boys 23 22 23
Numbers of pupils at NC level 4 Girls 23 19 23
and above
Total 46 41 46
Percentage of pupils School 98 93 98
at NC level 4 or above National 68 69 75
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Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusionsin the last school year

No of pupils Fixed period Permanent
Black — Caribbean heritage Black — Caribbean heritage
Black — African heritage Black — African heritage
Black — other 1 Black — other 0 0
Indian Indian
Pakistani Paki stani
Bangladeshi Bangladeshi
Chinese 4 Chinese 0 0
White 265 White 0 0
Any other minority ethnic group 1 Other minority ethnic groups 0 0

This table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only.

Teachers and classes

Qualified teachers and classes: YR -Y6

This table gives the number of exclusions of pupils of
compulsory school age, which may be different from the

number of pupils excluded.

Financial information

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) 14 Financial year 1998/9

Number of pupils per qualified teacher 22.21

Average class size 28.27 £
Total income 493,616

Education support staff: YR-Y6 Total expenditure 452,229

Total number of education support staff 3 Expenditure per pupil 1,441

Total aggregate hours worked per week 45.5 Balance brought forward from previous year 33,777
Balance carried forward to next year 75,164
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Results of the survey of parentsand carers

Questionnairereturn rate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the school is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at home.

The teaching is good.

| am kept well informed about how my child is getting
on.

I would feel comfortable about approaching the school
with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and achieve
his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.
The school is helping my child become mature and
responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of activities
outside lessons.

Number of questionnaires sent out 311
Number of questionnaires returned 131
Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly Don't
agree agree disagree | disagree know
64 31 4 1 1
66 27 4 0 2
60 38 1 0 2
50 38 8 2 1
71 26 2 0 2
45 40 13 1 1
76 20 2 2 0
82 17 0 1 1
52 36 9 0 3
71 24 1 2 2
68 27 2 0 4
54 33 5 0 8

Because of rounding up, rows may not add up to 100%
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