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MAIN FINDINGS
Pupils enter school with a dlightly above-average basic skills.
What the school does well

- Attainment in English in speaking and listening and writing at the end of Key Stage 1 is above
average and pupils in Key Stage 2 are well on their way to reach at least the expected standards in these
aress by thetimethey are 11.

-.In mathematics pupils within Key Stage 2 are well on their way to at least reaching the expected
standards by thetime they are 11.

.. The quality of teaching within Key Stage 2 is good.

.. The quality of support, guidance and pupils welfareis high.

.. There are very good links with parents and the local community.

.. The overall quality of leadership and management is good. Thereisavery clear educational
direction to the school. The planning, monitoring and evaluation progress for thisis very good.
Financial planning is very good.

.. Thereis avery good match of the number, qualifications and experience of support staff, who
generally support the curriculum well.

W her e the school has weaknesses

I.  Teaching timeis not aways used effectively to teach the subjects of the National Curriculum.

I1. Teaching and learning are restricted by the design of the building.

[11. Children under five do not always receive opportunities and resources to experience all the areas of
learning considered desirable for pupils of thisage. The school lacks a coherent plan for the
education of these children and sufficient appropriate resources.

IV. More able higher attaining pupils do not make the progress they might in mathematics and science
because they do not have sufficient opportunities to learn investigative skills.

V. Thereisinsufficient attention given to encouraging pupils to use a range of strategies to pronounce
words when they are learning to read.

V1. Provision for pupils’ spiritual and cultural development is not as good as provision for their moral
and social development.

VII. The school does not give sufficient attention to the study of other world religions within its
teaching of religious education.

VIII. There are insufficient opportunities for pupils to become independent learners and to have
responsibilities.

The weaknesses ar e outweighed by what the school does well but they will form the basis of the
governors' action plan which will be sent to parents and guar dians of pupils at the school.

How the school has improved since the last inspection
Since the last inspection in April 1996 the school has made some significant improvements.

Standards have been raised in English in both key stages and in mathematics within Key Stage 2. There
have also been improvements in standards in information technology, art, music and physical education.

The quality of teaching is now much higher. In nine out of ten lessons teaching is satisfactory or better.
In only a very small number of lessons teaching is unsatisfactory. In the previous inspection one in



four lessons were unsatisfactory. Teachers have completed policies and schemes of work for the
National Curriculum subjects which relate closdy to the school’s aims and provide guidance for
teachers' planning and the monitoring of pupils’ work.

There are good opportunities in information technology for pupils to evaluate their own progress.

Teachers assess pupils work appropriatey and use the information they gather to plan effectively.

Governors are well informed and work closdy with the headteacher to monitor the efficiency and
effectiveness of the curriculum.

The school development plan and school improvement plan have well-defined criteria to judge the
success of initiatives.

The governing body has worked successfully to increase available accommodation. Plans are on the
point of completion.

The school has set itsdf redlistic targets to improve levels of attainment in mathematics, science, art and
music. It has put in place procedures for assessment, planning and the training of support assistants.

The school has also identified the need to increase its accommodation.

Most of these targets have been met although the improvement to the school’ s accommodation has yet to
be put in place. Currently the school is anticipating that this should occur in the near future.

The school iswell placed to continue to improve.

Standards in subjects

This table shows the standards achieved by seven year oldsin Year 2 based on the National Curriculum
tests of 1998. Pupilsin Key Stage 2 complete the national assessments for 11 year olds following their
transfer to another school:

Performancein Compared with all Compared with : Key
schools similar schools
well above average A
above average B
Reading C E average C
Writing A A below average D
Mathematics B C well below average E

This shows that in 1998 standards when compared to all schools in reading were average. In writing
they were high. In mathematics standards were above average. However, when compared to those in
similar schools standards were well below in reading and well above average in writing. Standards in
mathematics were average for similar schools. This variation in the overall performance of pupils is
related to a higher than average percentage of pupils tested whom the school considered to have some
degree of special educational needs in reading. The most recent assessments in 1999 indicate the
standards in reading in the tests have risen. With this exception standards in national assessments at
age seven in English and mathematics have remained consistently above the national average in the last
three years.



Currently at the end of Key Stage 1 the work in English in speaking and listening and writing is above
average. Inreading it is average. In mathematics standards are average at the end of Key Stage 1 and
pupils are attaining higher than this within Key Stage 2. In science standards are average across the
school. In information technology standards exceed those expected. In rdigious education standards
are in line with those expected in the locally agreed syllabus. In art, within Key Stage 2, music and
swimming within physical education, standards are above those expected. In art within Key Stage 1,
design and technology, geography and history standards are about those expected. Progress is good in
literacy and in numeracy where pupils do particularly well within Key Stage 2.

The progress of children under five is satisfactory in language, literacy and mathematics. Currently
progress in personal and social development, physical development, knowledge and understanding of the
world and creative development is limited because of the way the class is organised, so that these
children do not receive sufficient appropriate opportunities in these areas. However, teachers' planning
indicates that in the longer term these areas are addressed. From previous evidence attainment by the
age of fiveisin line with expected levels.

Quality of teaching

Teachingin: Under 5 5—7years 7—9years
English Satisfactory Satisfactory Good
Mathematics Satisfactory Good Good
Science na Satisfactory Satisfactory
Information technology Satisfactory Good Good
Religious education na Satisfactory Good
Other subjects Satisfactory Satisfactory Satisfactory

Nearly all teaching was satisfactory or better. In onein three lessons it was good or very good. While
standards are consistent across the school, a particular strength is the good teaching which provides well
for older pupils in Key Stage 2. The implementation of the National Literacy Strategy has been
successful and the national numeracy initiative has been introduced purposefully.

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor;
very poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that strengths outweigh any weaknesses

Other aspects of the school

Aspect Comment
Behaviour Satisfactory between pupils. Between adults and pupils relationships
are positive.
Attendance Good.
Ethos* Purposeful, caring, supportive. Staff are heavily committed to
working closdly with each other and governors to raise standards
further.

L eadership and management The headteacher and governors give a very clear sense of direction
and purpose. Governors are very committed to the school and work
closdly with staff. They arewdl aware of the quality of education in
the school and the means of judging the success of its initiatives.



Curriculum Provision for the under-fives is currently limited for personal and
social development, physical development, knowledge and
understanding of the world and creative development. In other areas
of learning considered desirable for children under fiveit is sound.

The planned curriculum for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 is
satisfactory. There are good opportunities for music and some team

games.
Pupils with special educational  Provision for special educational needsis good and all pupils make at
needs least satisfactory progress. Often progress is good.
Spiritual, moral, social & Provision for pupils' moral and social development is good. Provision
cultural development for spiritual and cultural development is satisfactory.
Staffing, resources and Staffing levels for teaching staff are satisfactory. For support staff
accommodation they are very good. Arrangements for the professional development of

all staff aregood. The accommodation is poor in that some classes

are too small and lack sufficient space for pupils to work effectively.

Movement around the schooal is difficult. Resources are adequate but

access to many of them for both pupils and teachersis limited. **
Value for money The school provides satisfactory value for money.

*Ethos is the climate for learning: attitudes to work, relationships and the commitment to high standards.

** The school has nearly completed plans to site a temporary building with two additional classrooms. This initiative has
the potential to resolve some of the inadequacies in the accommodation.

The parents’ views of the school

What most parents like about the school What some parents are not happy about
I X.Encourages parents to play an active part. XVIII.  Theinformation the school provides
X.ls approachable when there are problems.
Xl.Handles complaints well. XIX. Thework expected to be done at home.

XI11.Gives a clear picture of what is taught.

XI1I1.Enables a good standard of work.

X1V .Encourages involvement in more than just
lessons.

XV.There are positive values and attitudes.

XVI.The school achieves high standards of good
behaviour.

XVII.Children like coming to schoal.

Forty two responses were received from the 84 questionnaires sent out. The inspectors’ judgements
support parents generally positive views of the school. This school provides appropriate information
about their children’s progress. A reasonable amount of homework is regularly set.



KEY ISSUESFOR ACTION

The headteacher, staff and governors, with the support from the local education authority, should:-

0] review the school timetable so that teaching time is used effectively throughout the day and
more sharply focused upon the National Curriculum; (Para 32)

(i) complete the current plans for the addition of a new classroom and put in place systems to give
teachers and pupils easy access to teaching and learning resources; (Para 73)

(iii) plan a detailed scheme of work for children under five to provide them with appropriate
opportunities and resources to experience the full range of outcomes considered desirable for
this age group; (Para 36)

(iv) raise expectations of what higher attaining pupils can achieve and provide them with
appropriately challenging work particularly within the areas of mathematical and scientific
investigation. (Para 13)

In addition to the key issues above the following less important areas should be considered for inclusion
in the action plan.

(-) provide greater opportunities for pupils to learn different ways of accurately sounding words they
do not know in their reading books; (Para 96)

(+) increase the planned provision for pupils to experience the spiritual dimensions of life, in assemblies
and in their work in their classrooms; (Para 48)

(-) widen pupils’ experience of world cultures and give greater emphasis in teaching and learning to the
multi-cultural nature of society; (Para52)

(-) givemore emphasis to the study of other world religions in religious education; (Para 123)

(-) provide pupils with regular planned opportunities to become independent learners and to develop
further their sense of responsibility. (Para 26)

INTRODUCTION

Characteristics of the school

1 Lympsham is a smaller than average Church of England voluntary controlled first school. It
has 84 pupils on roll with an almost equal number of boys and girls. There are 20 pupils in the
reception class who currently attend on a part-time basis. The school roll has increased
substantially since the last inspection. Children start school generally at the beginning of the
year in which they will reach their fifth birthday. Pupils are currently taught in three mixed age
classes by the headteacher and three other teachers all of whom, with the exception of the
headteacher, are part-time. The school has nearly completed its plans to add a temporary
building to provide an additional classroom.

2. The schoal is situated in a village community south of Weston-Super-Mare. Pupils come from
the village and surrounding areas. Generally they have levels of attainment just above those
typically found. There is a range of family circumstances. However, most pupils come from
home where there is a degree of advantage. There are no children for whom English is an
additional language. One pupil is considered digible for free school meals. This is a well-
below-average proportion for schools of this size. Seven pupils are considered by the school to
have some degree of special educational needs; of these, five pupils are between Stages 3 and 5
of the statutory procedures required under the Code of Practice for special educational needs.



Thesefigures arewed| below average for a school of this size.

3. The school has a broad statement of aims expressed through its mission statement. This
emphasises:-

-.acommitment to providing an education of a high standard,;

..the provision of a caring atmosphere for pupils;

. .the development of pupils' personal and social abilities;

..the schools rdigious character and its partnership with the local church and diocese.

1 The school has not set redlistic targets to raise standards further.
4.
Key indicators

. 1
Attainment at Key Stage 1

Number of registered pupilsin final year of Key Stage 1 Year Boys Girls  Total

for latest reporting year: 1998 10 10 20



4. National Curriculum

Reading

Writing Mathematics
Test/Task Results
Number of pupils Boys 8 7 10
at NC Leve 2 or Girls 10 10 10
above Total 18 17 20
Percentage at NC School 90 (100) 85 (100) 100 (88)
Leve 2 or above National 80 (80) 81 (80) 84 (84)
4, Teacher Assessments Reading Mathematics Science
Number of pupils Boys 6 10 6
at NC Leve 2 or Girls 10 10 10
above Total 16 20 16
Percentage at NC School 80 (94) 100 (94) 80 (100)
Leve 2 or above National 81 (80) 85 (84) 86 (85)

Percentages in parentheses refer to the year before the latest reporting year



Attendance

Percentage of half days (sessions) missed
through absence for the latest complete
reporting year:

4.

Exclusions

Authorised
Absence
Unauthorised
Absence

Number of exclusions of pupils (of statutory school age)

during the previous year:

4, Quality of teaching

Percentage of teaching observed which is:

School
National comparative data
School
National comparative data

Fixed period
Permanent

Very good or better
Satisfactory or better
L ess than satisfactory

%

57

05

Number

%

96



PART A: ASPECTSOF THE SCHOOL

4.

EDUCATIONAL STANDARDSACHIEVED BY PUPILSAT THE SCHOOL

Attainment and progress

Attainment within the school is satisfactory. In the 1998 national assessment tests for seven
year olds both boys and girls reached above average levels in reading and writing. In
mathematics girls did less wdl reaching average standards compared to the above average
standards reached by boys. This variation in mathematics is not reflected in current standards
nor in the most recent national assessments where there is no significant variation in the rdative
performance of boys and girls. In the 1998 national assessment tests at the end of Key Stage 1,
standards in English in reading are average and in writing they are well above average. In
mathematics they are above the national average. In the science assessments which teachers
undertook in 1998 pupils results were low overall although very high in comparison to the
national average in materials and their properties. A below-average percentage of pupils
attained above the expected Level 2 in these assessments. The most recent assessments in 1999
show an improvement particularly in the scientific areas of life processes and living things.

In the last three years results have been above the national average in writing and mathematics.

In reading there has been a decline from above to average standards from 1996 to 1998. This
is closdy related to a small group of Year 2 pupils in 1998 tests whom the school had
recognised as having some degree of special educational needsin reading. Their performance in
this context is good. Currently information relating to the 1999 tests indicates that standards in
reading have risen.

Pupils within Key Stage 2 make good progress in English and mathematics and many are well
on their way to exceed the standards expected of 11 year olds.

Most children start school at the beginning of the school year in which they will be five. They
have leves of all round development and attainment which are above those found nationally in
children of a similar age. They have well advanced personal and social skills and make good
progress in language and literacy. In mathematics their attainment is satisfactory. Progress in
children's knowledge and understanding of the world, creative devdopment and physical
development is limited because of the current lack of provision for these areas of learning.
Currently levels achieved by pupils who have just begun Year 1 indicate that by the age of five
most are ready to begin the National Curriculum.

Currently attainment in English at the end of Key Stage 1 is close to the national average in
reading and well above the national average in speaking, listening and writing. In the previous
inspection standards in these areas were average. There has been a significant improvement in
standards in speaking and listening but not in reading. The literacy hour is systematically
taught and work is carefully planned to ensure that all the dements of the strategy are
appropriately taught. From an early stage pupils produce a good range of written work, writing
appropriately for a range of purposes. The standard of their writing as part of work linked to
other subjects; for example in art, is above average. Nearly al take a pride in presenting their
work neatly. Pupils within Key Stage 2 are making good progress and many have legible joined
handwriting. Older pupils have wel-developed reference skills. This area was highlighted as a
weakness in the last inspection which has been rectified.



10.

11.

12.

13.

Progress in English is good overall through the school in speaking, listening and writing.
Progress is satisfactory in reading. Pupilsin Year 1 receive appropriate support which enables
them to build on their understanding of letters and words. Within Key Stage 2, pupils make
particularly good progress which reflects the good opportunities which are provided so that
pupilsin Year 3 and Year 4 are able to use language expressively, for example in writing their
own poems linked to their work about famous artists and for a wide range of other purposes.
Pupils make good progress during the literacy hour and there are good opportunities in other
subjects for them to put these skills into practice, for example in the use of information
technology to draft and improve their writing.

Pupils with special educational needs make good progress according to their individual abilities
and needs towards the targets outlined for them in their individual educational plans. They are
encouraged warmly and receive purposeful help so that they work hard and effectively.

In mathematics standards are average at the end of Key Stage 1 and pupils within Key Stage 2
are making good progress. They are well on the way to attain at least average standards by the
end of Key Stage 2 assessments for 11 year olds. Since the last inspection attainment has
improved within Key Stage 2, although standards are the same at the end of Key Stage 1.

Standards in numeracy are satisfactory and pupils have made a purposeful start to the
numeracy initiative. By the age of seven most pupils can count confidently within ten and 20.
They can recall addition and subtraction facts to ten and are beginning to understand place
value to 100. They can identify and use halves and quarters and are beginning to understand
patterns in number sequences. However, their progress in problem solving and in investigative
mathematics is limited and particularly the more able do not make the progress of which they
are capable. This is because they have limited opportunities to carry out practical activities.
Older pupils within Key Stage 2 have good recall of addition and subtraction facts within 100
and can add and subtract, multiply and divide quickly and accurately. They can make realistic
approximations and measure accurately. They make good use of information technology to
handle and interpret data.

In science at the end of Key Stage 1 attainment is average and pupils within Key Stage 2 are on
their way to attain average standards at the end of the key stage. In the previous inspection
standards were the same. Generally progress is satisfactory. However, pupils' progress in the
experimental and investigative aspects of science are unsatisfactory because of the lack of
regular planned opportunities for these to take place and the restrictions of adequate space in
some classes. More able pupils particularly do not reach the standards of which they are
capable. By the end of Key Stage 1 pupils know that living things grow and reproduce. They
know that plants and animals need specific conditions to survivee They have some
understanding of the force of magnets and are beginning to understand how sound travels.
They have only a limited understanding of how to use simple equipment and how to make and
record their observations.

Within Key Stage 2 pupils know that rates of growth are dependent upon variables. They can
record information graphically and use information technology to process the data they collect.
They can generalise from information they have gathered. However, their progress in
experimenting and hypothesising is limited and they have a weak understanding of fair testing
and the scientific process.

Pupils at the end of Key Stage 1 attain well in the skills of information technology and within



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

21.

19.

20.

21.

Key Stage 2 pupils are well on their way to exceed the standards generally found amongst 11
year olds. Progress throughout the school is good. Younger pupils use the keyboard and mouse
competently. They are able to save data and retrieve stored information. They are aware of the
uses of computers in the outside world and can programme a device to follow a series of
commands.

Older pupils within Key Stage 2 can file and print their work effectively. They confidently use
computers to handle data they have collected. They can merge text and pictures to produce
their own documents. They update records of what they have achieved, making their own files
for this.

In religious education pupils attainment is in line with the expected levels set in the locally
agreed syllabus. Pupils within Key Stage 2 are in line to meet the expected levels in the locally
agreed syllabus for 11 year olds. Progress overall is satisfactory. Within Key Stage 1 pupils
can re-tell some Bible stories from the Old and New Testament and identify with the characters
within them. Within Key Stage 2 pupils know about and are developing a sound understanding
of the principles of Christianity and the purposes of Christian religious artefacts. Their
knowledge of other world religionsis less well developed.

In art, standards are at expected levels at Key Stage 1 and above within Key Stage 2, which is
an improvement since the last inspection.

In music, standards are above expected levels at both key stages and pupils make good
progress.

In physical education pupils make good progress in swimming to reach the standards expected
of 11 year olds. In other areas progress of physical education is satisfactory. In geography and
history progress is satisfactory and attainment across the school is in line with standards usually
found. Thisisasimilar pictureto that seen in the last inspection in geography and history.

Attitudes, behaviour and personal development

Pupils' attitudes, behaviour and personal development are satisfactory. Their attitudes towards
the school are good. They enjoy coming to school, where an orderly, secure and caring
atmosphere promotes positive attitudes towards learning. Pupils are relaxed and happy. They
do take notice of the thoughts and comments of other pupils in the class and listen attentively to
their teachers. They willingly participate in the skilful question-and-answer sessions seen at the
start of most lessons and co-operate readily with teachers to look at completed work together at
the end of sessions. The majority settle quickly to tasks that they have been set and display
good levels of concentration. The previous inspection reported that a small minority of pupils
were easily distracted and complacent in their approach to work and this is still the case for a
few. There aretimes when pupils are not under close supervision, such as group literacy tasks,
and concentration is not sustained. Generally pupils are polite, courteous and helpful to each
other and to other adults. They co-operate together well in pairs and small groups in which they
actively encourage and support each other.

Children who are under five have been in school for only just over a week on a part-time basis.
They make satisfactory progress in developing their personal and social skills. They play well
at break times and enjoy the company of older pupils in the playground. They are settling well
to the morning routine of the school and listen well to adults.

Overall, behaviour is satisfactory and makes a decided contribution to the standards achieved.
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23.

26.

24,

25,

28.
28.

Pupils reflect the good ethos in the school and are caring and sensitive to the needs of others.
The positive management strategies in the behaviour policy are generally effective.

Relationships in school between the pupils themsaves and between pupils and adults are good.

The school is a friendly, very caring community where pupils, teachers, classroom assistants,
supervisory staff and parents consistently work well together. The great majority of parents
guestionnaires returned and the comments at the parents’ meeting with inspectors indicate that
they are confident and that their children are happy to come to schoal.

Responsihilities, as in the previous inspection report, are fostered in small ways, as when
pupils design and agree class rules. Pupils of all ages are keen to take responsibility for
different tasks around the school. There still tends to be an over-reliance on adult organisation
with too few opportunities to exercise initiative. There has been a recent visit to the Long
Aston Research Centre and participation in the Cheddar Valley Music Festival. These
activities along with educational visits, visitors to the school and the good provision of extra-
curricular activities; for example the dance club, offer many opportunities for further personal
development to which pupils respond in a very positive and enthusiastic manner. Many events
are organised by the school which involve the local community and church, such as Harvest
celebration, which successfully promotes pupils’ personal and social skills.

Attendance

The pupils attendance record is good, and unauthorised absence is rare. This represents an
improvement since the last inspection.

Pupils enjoy coming to school and arrive punctually, allowing lessons to start on time.
Registers are effectively monitored, and legal requirements for recording attendance are met.
However, the school prospectus does not include the required information about attendance
figures.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION PROVIDED

Teaching

26.

27.

28.

The quality of teaching is satisfactory and shows a significant improvement since the last
inspection. Then one in four lessons were unsatisfactory since then there have been some
changes in teaching staff. Now the quality of teaching is consistently better. In over nine out of
ten lessons teaching is satisfactory or better. In one in three lessons it is good or very good.
The good teaching is found at both key stages but is a particular feature within Key Stage 2.
This has a clear impact on the standards older pupils are currently attaining and the progress
they are making throughout both key stages.

In the teaching for children under five there are intentions to provide these children with arange
of experiences considered desirable for children of this age. During the inspection this did not
always happen and in some circumstances these children were not provided with sufficient
opportunities to develop their personal and social skills, physical skills, their knowledge and
understanding of the world and creative ability. They were taught alongside pupilsin Year 1 in
similar ways. While a good level of support from teaching assistance was available, it was not
always well used to help enhance the learning of this group of children.

Within Key Stage 1 in nine out of ten lessons the quality of teaching is at least satisfactory. In
onein four lessons it is good. In Key Stage 2 all lessons are satisfactory or better and in five
out of ten lessons teaching is good or very good. The small number of very good lessons are



29.

30.

31.

32.

35.
35.

33.

found within Key Stage 2. Only a very small number of lessons were unsatisfactory. In the
lessons where teaching is good or very good, lessons begin with a lively and brisk introduction
in which pupils are given a clear understanding of what is expected of them. They areregularly
reminded of these targets and the time left to reach them. Generally teachers have high
expectations of their pupils, although in some lessons while the needs of most pupils are met
there is insufficient challenge in the task set for the more able. Teachers plan and prepare
carefully so that they have appropriate resources to hand, for example in their numeracy
lessons. They have a very secure subject knowledge, so that in mathematics the teacher is able
to question effectively in a variety of ways to review what pupils have learned. Pupils are
warmly praised and encouraged to give of their best. Thereis a caring and purposeful attitude
to the pupils. Pupils work is carefully marked and some, but not all, comments, clearly
encourage pupils to think of ways of improving their work. In some lessons, for example in
information technology, older pupils are encouraged to keep their own records of achievement.

In the six out of ten lessons where teaching is satisfactory and in the very small number of
lessons where teaching is unsatisfactory lessons are wdl planned but some are slow to start.
The brisk pace of learning which is a feature of the introduction to many lessons declines and
pupils are not encouraged to keep up ther original energies. Some lessons are unproductive
because large parts of them are taken up with domestic tasks. In some instances time set aside
for teaching is used ineffectively, for examplein waiting for long periods to begin an assembly.

All staff are aware of individual pupil's needs and are invariably positive and encouraging.
Thisisaparticular strength of the school. Pupils with some degree of special educational needs
are well supported both by teachers and by their assistants and work confidently in classes and
when receiving individual help.

Generally teachers plan carefully together what they will teach and assess pupils work
thoroughly. This information is used wdl to plan future work and to judge the standards that
pupils should attain on transfer to the next stage of their education. However, in some lessons
work for more able pupils lacks challenge. This was a weakness at the time of the previous
report and it remains so.

Appropriate regular homework is set in English and mathematics and in other subjects from
timeto time. It is based around the detailed homework policy and includes guidance to parents
on the teaching of reading. Pupils with some degree of special educational needs are wdll
supported in this, and their individual needs are identified and addressed.

The curriculum and assessment

The provision for children under five is unsatisfactory. There is no coherent, school scheme of
work for the children under five that is suitably based on the recommended Desirable Learning
Outcomes. Planning for these children lacks sufficient detail and clear progressive steps. The
balance between structured activities and free play is inappropriate. The teacher’s expectations
and purpose in practical activities lack specific, skill-rdated learning objectives. The teacher
knows the children wel and suitable routine assessment procedures are in place. The
accommodation is not satisfactory with space at a minimum. Children under five, working in a
mixed age class with Key Stage 1 pupils, spend too long at times in passive activities in large
groups. Ther curriculum does not always provide quality experiences for young children that
are matched to their needs. The absence of a secure outdoor play area, restricted space in the
classroom and the limited range of large resources available make it difficult to plan an
appropriate curriculum to develop pupils physical and creative skills.
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Within Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 the school provides a sufficiently broad and balanced
curriculum that successfully reflects the school’s aims and effectively contributes to pupils
physical, social and the majority of pupils' intellectual development. Insufficient opportunities
are given to challenge the more able pupil. It offers a curriculum containing all the required
subjects at both key stages.

Wesgknesses noted in the previous report were related to time allocation to subjects.
Improvements have been made with enough time allocated to English and mathematics to enable
the National Literacy and Numeracy Strategies to be effectively implemented. Although some
improvements have been made in the planning of investigational work in mathematics and
science since the last inspection, there still remain some inadequacies.

The school successfully uses the framework documents from the National Literacy and
Numeracy Strategies as a basis for the teaching of English and mathematics. Personal, social
and health education is planned separately and through the science curriculum.

Policy documents provide broad guidance on each subject and appropriate teaching methods.
The school suitably plans a rolling programme of topics over a two-year period that considers
the mixed-age year groups effectively. Short-term plans do not consistently identify the skills,
knowledge and understanding to be learned in each lesson that are effectively linked to the
Programmes of Study in the National Curriculum. Therefore they do not always provide
suitable criteria for assessment, or a firm foundation for the further development of each
subject.

All pupils have equal access to the whole curriculum provided. Along with close links between
the phases in their education, pupils are well prepared. The provision for pupils with special
educational needs mesets the curricular requirements of all pupils on the school’s Code of
Practice register. No pupil is disapplied from the National Curriculum. Individual education
plans for pupils with special educational needs illustrate detailed programmes of redlistic,
progressive learning steps to guide pupils, teachers and parents. The class teacher and non-
teaching assistants give sufficient support to these pupils so that good effective progress is
made across the curriculum. Pupils with special educational needs are fully involved in the life
of the schoal.

The previous inspection found that there were no organised sporting activities during lunchtime
or after school. The school now provides a good range of out of school activities for the pupils
in sport and music, which successfully enhances the curriculum. A significant number
enthusiastically attend these, for example the dance club where the session was enjoyed by all.
Good progress was made in learning the routines of a folk dance and the standard of
performance. Pupils have been on a number of school visits to enrich the wider curriculum; for
example younger pupils visited Burnham-on-Sea in relation to their geography topic and older
pupils visited Long Aston Research Centre, as part of their science lesson.

Parents fed that too much homework is being set. However, if it is not completed because of
social commitments or lack of time, the school understands. During the time of the inspection it
was evident that an acceptable amount and range of homework was set, such as reading,
collecting items for alesson and learning spdllings.

Assessment procedures for the progress of children under five are satisfactory. As the
inspection was at the beginning of the school year basdine assessments were not fully
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completed as they have been previously. Close links are in place between the playgroup and the
school. Assessment booklets are handed over and continued. These contain reference to the
Desirable Learning Outcomes.

In Key Stages 1 and 2 assessment criteria which relate to National Curriculum Programmes of
Study are not consistently identified on individual teacher's daily planning sheets. Teachers
know their pupils very well. Day-to-day oral assessment is effective and used purposefully to
promote pupils' learning. Marking is completed but does not always sufficiently support the
pupil to improve and extend their learning. Appropriate and effective systems are in place for
assessing pupils’ attainment in English and mathematics which are useful and well planned.
Assessments are set for other subjects at the end of a topic. Review for pupils with special
educational needsis regular and fully involves teachers and parents.

Regularly up-dated individual records of achievement contain test results and samples of work
chosen by teachers and pupils. As highlighted in the previous inspection report the work
accumulated is not annotated to explain its context of activity or the standard achieved. As
assessment criteria for subject skills, knowledge and understanding is not consistently identified
on teachers’ short-term plans, assessment is not always used effectively to plan future steps in
learning. The information from the Standard Assessment Tests at the end of Key Stage 1 are
effectively analysed to plan future developments.

Pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

Overall, the provision for pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural deveopment is
satisfactory.

Provision for pupils’ spiritual development is satisfactory. Collective acts of worship meet
statutory requirements.  Spiritual awareness is occasionally but not consistently fostered
through other areas of the curriculum such as religious education, English, art and music.
Although these subjects provide opportunities for reflection and appreciation it is not always
well developed. However, pupils are successfully taught to value different qualities such as
friendship, care and consideration. Pupils written prayers show that they are developing an
awareness of values and appreciation. The school’s syllabus for religious education encourages
pupils to learn about Christianity and Judaism, as another major world religion.

The provision for pupils moral development is good. Moral development is well fostered in
reception class and continues throughout the school. From the outset pupils are taught the
principles of separating right and wrong. The courteous manner in which pupils conduct
themsalves in a wide variety of situations shows that they have a clear understanding of these
concepts. The behaviour policy sets clear strategies to encourage positive behaviour through
care, courtesy and consideration. Pupils help to design and agree school rules so they know
exactly what is required of them and the vast majority behaves accordingly. Strategies arein
place and understood by all to deal early with any incidence of bullying. There were no
instances of bullying during the inspection. Parents agree that if any bullying does occur it is
dealt with very quickly. The school closdy monitors behaviour, and pupils fed confident that
they can talk to teachers and other adults if they are experiencing any problems.

Staff provide good role models, fostering positive values such as patience, honesty and fairness.

Provision for pupils social education is good. Pupils are encouraged to accept some
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responsibilities for the smooth running of the school day. They do so eagerly and efficiently.
Opportunities for older pupils to have further responsibilities to support their personal and
initiative devdopment are limited. Visits by speakers also encourage pupils social skills.
Pupils’ sense of citizenship and of the needs of others is successfully developed through the
school’s support of various charities, its link with the church and the celebration of church
festivals throughout the year, for example Harvest. Pupils are encouraged to work co-
operatively from the earliest days in school. They have opportunities to represent their school
in team situations and are conscious of the benefits of fair play. A satisfactory range of
educational visits, local and further afield, provides additional opportunities for pupils to relate
to one another and adults. Reationships within the school are good at all levels.

Satisfactory provision is made for pupils cultural development. The school has recognised,
that although some improvement has been made since the last inspection, there is need for
further development. Knowledge of other cultures is fostered through various subjects of the
curriculum, particularly English, art, music and religious education but the provision lacks
sufficient depth and coherence. In art lessons, appreciation of the features and talents of
famous artists is satisfactorily developed. There are few opportunities to compare values and
beliefs of other faiths and cultures. Ther festivals are rarely acknowledged. Pupils find it
difficult to develop an appreciation and understanding of the rich diversity of cultures today.

The school offers good opportunities to explore their own Christian cultural traditions and an
awareness of their own community and its values.

Support, guidance and pupils welfare
The support and guidance which pupils receive, both formal and informal, are good.

Procedures for monitoring academic progress and personal development are satisfactory. The
support given to pupils with special educational needs is good. Procedures for children under
five for beginning school and for moving on to the next phase of their education are good and
are exemplified by the close liaison between the local middle school and all of its feeder first
schools.

Procedures for monitoring and promoting discipline, good behaviour and good attendance, are
good and are supported by parents and governors through the school aims and policies. School
policies and procedures for ensuring the health, safety and protection of pupils are good.

The school provides a welcoming and caring environment which is valued by all members of the
school community and which has a beneficial effect on the pupils’ attainment and progress.

Partner ship with parents and the community

The school’s partnership with parents and the community is very good and remains a strength
of the schoal.

There is effective communication between the school and parents, with information provided
through newsletters, notice board, parents meetings and annual detailed reports. The annual
pupil reports, although brief, give clear guidance on what pupils know, understand and can do,
and set clear targets for improvement. Parents of pupils with some degree of special
educational needs are appropriately involved in discussing their child's progress.

The school successfully encourages parental involvement in all aspects of school life. A large
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number of parents and members of the local community help with classroom support,
assemblies and extra-curricular activity. The Friends of Lympsham group is very supportive,
both socially and in terms of fund-raising.

Links with the wider community are very good and the school is at the centre of village life.
Many of the facilities are shared and rdationships with the church and other community groups
are strong. Pupils take part in local song and dance festivals and raise money for charity as
part of the Harvest Festival celebrations. Thereis a range of educational visits and visitors, eg,
Bristol Art Gallery and Long Ashton Research Centre. The school is involved in a mathematics
project with a local company and the headteacher is taking part in the ‘partner in industry’
scheme. All of the above activity enriches the curriculum and contributes effectively to pupils
attainment and personal development.

THE MANAGEMENT AND EFFICIENCY OF THE SCHOOL
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L eader ship and management

At the time of the previous inspection the school was well managed and it remains so. The
headteacher and governing body have put in place a well-thought-out action plan and a detailed
school review and improvement plan which are closdly related. These thoroughly address the
key issues of the previous report. These plans have been successful in that standards in art
have been raised so that they are now good within Key Stage 2, standards within Key Stage 1 in
design and technology are now in line with those usually expected for seven year olds. The
attainment of pupils within Key Stage 2 in design and technology is similarly in line and these
pupils should reach the expected standards for 11 year olds.

The quality of teaching has improved substantially since the last inspection where one in four
lessons was unsatisfactory. Now, in nearly all lessons, teaching is satisfactory or better. The
governing body is now very well informed about the work of the school and there is provision
for governors to visit classes on a regular basis to review the quality of teaching and learning
which is currently taking place. The current school development plan has well-defined ways of
judging its success. Plans are nearing completion to add an additional classroom to the school’s
accommodation.

The headteacher is hardworking and has a significant teaching commitment. Personal
relationships between staff and between staff and the governing body are very positive and there
is a strong and effective working relationship between the school and the governing body. For
example, the Chair of Governorsis a regular visitor to the school and sets a very good example
of personal commitment and interest in its daily life. A particular strength of the schoal is the
strong sense of care and commitment which teachers bring to their lessons, which accuratey
reflects the school’s aims and mission statement. The headteacher is well informed about the
quality of teaching and learning throughout the school and regularly teaches in all the classesin
the three-class structure.  With the support and involvement of the governing body, the
headteacher has carried out a detailed analysis of the school’s strengths and weaknesses. The
plan correctly identifies the need to raise the proportion of pupils attaining standards above
those expected of seven year olds. Theintroduction of the literacy hour and numeracy initiative
has been accomplished successfully and now all subjects have clear and helpful guidelines for
teachers to follow.
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The Chair of Governors works supportively and effectivey with the headteacher and staff.
Governors are wel informed and work closdy with the headteacher to define the school’s
priorities and to plan ways of achieving their objectives; for example in the way the governing
body has arranged for the addition of one new classroom which it plans to have in use by the
end of the current term.

The schools’ budget is well managed and there are well-constructed procedures to judge the
success of spending decisions. The governing body is wdl informed of the principles
underlying the literacy and numeracy initiatives and there are well-established procedures for
governors to visit these lessons and to make the governing body aware of their findings. All
teaching staff have several areas of responsibility as curriculum co-ordinators and discharge
their duties in a conscientious and co-operative manner. They provide good, enthusiastic
leadership and work together well. There is some provision for teachers to work alongside
other teachers and all have a strong sense of determination to succeed and to continue to raise
standards.

There is good management of the provision for pupils with some degree of special educational
needs. Parents and where appropriate, outside agencies are properly consulted and regularly
involved.

Arrangements for the management for children under five are sound, athough the impact of
these arrangements is currently unsatisfactory. The school plans its provision for children
under five appropriately. However, during the inspection while the school was conducting
assessments of what these children know and can do, they were often taught alongside pupilsin
Year 1 and teachers support was not always well managed.

Day-to-day administration of the school is satisfactory and unobtrusive. The school mests all
statutory requirements with the following exceptions:-

The school prospectus does not contain data on school attendance.

The annual report to parents does not contain a statement on action taken to strengthen links
with the community.

The school iswell placed to continue to improve.

Staffing, accommodation and lear ning resour ces

The number, qualifications and experience of the teachers is satisfactory and of support staff,
good. The balance between teaching and support staff has improved since the last inspection
and actions have been taken to improve teachers' knowledge in art and design and technology.
However, there is evidence that on occasions, support staff are not always deployed effectively
in the classroom. All staff are involved in the appraisal process and this is up-to-date and
effective. They all have suitable job descriptions. The arrangements for staff to participate in
professional development are good and, during the past year, all staff and some governors have
attended a wide range of development courses. There are good procedures for ensuring that
information about these courses is clearly conveyed to all staff.

Accommodation is poor and is inadequate for the number of pupils on roll and for teaching the
full range of curriculum subjects. As reported in 1996, there is a lack of adequate classroom
accommodation and also of storage space, display space and a staff room. The hall and
adjacent rooms are shared. Outdoor facilities are limited, although the shared use of the village



69.

70.

71.

72.

77.

73.

74.

tennis courts and sports field helps in this respect. There are plans for new classrooms which it
is expected will improve the situation considerably, although there is still some uncertainty
about the timing of this provision.

For children under five learning resources are unsatisfactory within Key Stage 1 and 2. The
quantity and quality of resources are satisfactory in most curriculum areas. Highlighted in the
previous inspection report was the need to incorporate resources in the development plan for the
needs of the new reception class. Although this has been addressed to some extent resources for
children under five remain unsatisfactory overall. The absence of a suitable, secure outdoor
play area and the very limited range of resources available make it difficult to plan an
appropriate curriculum to develop children’s gross motor and creative skills.

There is a good sdection of wel-kept reference and fiction books distributed effectively
between the library and individual classes. However, the use of the library is an area that the
school has recognised needs to be developed to enable it to be an effective support for teaching
and learning. There are plans to improve this when the additional classroom is in place.
Resources and equipment in mathematics and science are adequate. However, they cannot be
used readily because classrooms lack sufficient space.

Storage space is very limited but effectively used, well managed and orderly. Large equipment
for physical education is stored outside the main building making it virtually impossible for
class teachers or pupils to use it during physical education lessons. The school has made
efforts for easier access to the resources by timetabling gymnastics during the spring term when
the wesather is more reasonable.

Resources are adequate to support pupils with special educational needs. Satisfactory use is
made of the locality, educational visits further afield and visitors to the school. These make an
important contribution to enhancing and enriching teaching and learning. Spending on
resources is low compared to that in similar schools.

The efficiency of the school

Financial planning is very good and the school manages its budget well. A recent auditors
report was positive and indicated no significant weaknesses in the school’s procedures. The
school development plan and school improvement plan are appropriately costed and there are
sound procedures in place for the governing body to judge the effectiveness of its spending
decisions. The finance committee of the governing body meets regularly and there is a high
levd of expertise. It monitors income and expenditure thoroughly.

Specific income for pupils with special educational needs is appropriatey spent on support and
additional resources for these pupils. Income for staff development is well used. A wide range
of training including training for the support assistants has been undertaken and has had the
beneficial effect of helping to raise the quality of teaching. Classroom support assistants and
those who support pupils with special educational needs generally work wel alongside
classroom teachers. Currently however in some instances classroom assistants are underused
when they sit passively waiting for opportunities to work with individuals and groups. In
lessons towards the end of the morning and afternoon sessions time is not always productively
used, eg because of the restrictions in the accommodation pupils’ use of lavatory facilities is
staggered. This results in a significant waste of lesson time while pupils queue. Similarly,
towards the end of the afternoon some pupils wait unproductively and overlong for assemblies
to start and do little of educational worth while waiting afterwards to go home.
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The school makes best use of its accommodation and learning resources. However, because of
the severe limitations of classroom space, pupils cannot always have easy access to resources
which they need for learning and do not have sufficient room to conduct the full range of
practical work in using and applying mathematics and in experimental and investigative science.
The school does make good use, however, of nearby community facilities, using the local tennis
courts as an additional play area and has access to an adjacent cricket field for some games
activities.

Day-to-day financial control and administration are sound. Procedures for administering and
monitoring spending are secure and well managed, so that the governing body is able to make
its decisions based on up-to-date and accurate financial information. Arrangements for the
appraisal of staff arein place and up-to-date.

Pupils enter the school with leves of attainment which are just above those typically found.
They generally come from homes which have some degree of advantage. By thetime they leave
many are well on the way to attaining at least the standards of attainment expected of 11 year
olds. They make good progress generally. Notwithstanding the limitations which the
accommodation places upon the quality of education the school can provide, the school gives
satisfactory value for money.
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AREASOF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN UNDER FIVE

At the time of the inspection all 20 children in the reception year were under five and had
attended school for four days on a part-time basis. Thaose joining the school have had some
form of pre-school experience mainly in the playgroup that uses the school hall. The children
are in a mixed age class with 11 Year 1 pupils. The environment is not conducive to children
under five entering full-time education because there are insufficient opportunities for
spontaneous and well-structured, purposeful play activities to enhance and extend children’s
learning. Children experience an unsuitable modification of the Key Stage 1 curriculum and sit
for periods that arefar too long.

Assessments which the school carry out to assess the levd of basic skills of these children have
just begun the initial stage. The planned provision for the children under five, at present, is
unsatisfactory and does not make sufficient consideration of appropriate structured learning
steps leading to the areas of learning considered desirable for children of this age. Basdine
assessments for 1998 indicate that attainment on entry is above that expected nationally for
children of thisage. From the evidence of levels of attainment of those pupilsin Year 1 the vast
majority of children are on line to meet the requirements of the Desirable Learning Outcomes,
recommended nationally, by the time they are five. Currently levels achieved by pupils who
have just begun Year 1 indicate that by the age of five most are ready to begin the National
Curriculum.

Per sonal and social skills

80.

Children respond well to an ethos that promotes good behaviour and care for each other. Very
positive relationships are developing between children and adults that effectively promote a
secure environment.  Children behave well and concentrate for long periods during oral
sessions.  They answer teachers' questions clearly and enjoy participating in practical tasks.

They follow instructions and safety rules appropriately; for example, when going out to the
playground at break time. The quality of teaching in this area is satisfactory.

L anguage and literacy

81.

Children listen well. They listen attentively to stories and to instructions given by the teacher,
and can concentrate well for long periods at a time. Occasionally, however, children spend too
much time in large groups on the carpet watching and listening. They enjoy sharing books and
discussing pictures. Inadequate opportunities and resources for imaginative play inhibit
spontaneous development of language and speech. This was highlighted in the previous
inspection report and only limited improvement is evident. No pre-writing activities were seen
during the time of the inspection. The quality of teaching is satisfactory, although in some
circumstances lessons are insufficiently focused on the needs of children under five, because
sometimes these children are taught in the same way as pupilsin Year 1.

M athematics

82.

Most children can count confidently to five. They successfully use some mathematical phrases
such as ‘bigger than’ and ‘smaller than’. The quality of teaching is satisfactory in this area.

Knowledge and under standing of the wor Id
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This aspect of the children’s learning was not seen during the time of the inspection.

Creative development
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Due to the lack of space in the classroom, the children under five have limited opportunities to
fully develop their creative skills. This aspect was not seen during the time of the inspection.

Physical development
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Children do not have access to large outdoor toys to enable good continual development of their
gross motor skills. They have the opportunity to participate in physical education with Year 1
pupils but this was not seen during the time of the inspection.

ENGLISH, MATHEMATICSAND SCIENCE

English

The performance of the pupils in the Standard Assessment Tests in 1998 for reading was close
to the national average but well below the average when compared with similar schools. Their
accomplishment in writing was well above the national average and well above the standards of
similar schools. Over a period of three years the results show that levels of attainment have
declined dlightly. Evidence from the last assessments in 1999 indicates that the slight decline
has ceased and there are improvements. At the end of Year 4, when they transfer to middle
schools they are on course to exceed the nationally-expected leve at the end of Key Stage 2.
This level of attainment is reflected in the statutory assessment at age seven and in other
assessments carried out voluntarily by the school.

Wesaknesses in the last report were concerned with pupils effective use of their literacy skillsin
researching information and the lack of progress made in finding the meanings of unfamiliar
words. The latter is still a weakness. It was also stated that the less-able pupils were not clear
about what they most need to practise. Good progress has been made across both key stages to
address these matters. The majority of pupils are confident in using a dictionary for help with
spelling or meanings of unfamiliar words, as illustrated in Year 3 and 4 when they were
devising a piece of extended writing based around an imaginary event. Less able pupils have
good support, suitable work set in class and know what they need to do to improve.

Pupils attainment in speaking and listening is above average throughout the school. Pupils
come into the reception class with good communication skills. Throughout the schooal,
opportunities for speaking and listening are planned regularly across the curriculum. Further
opportunities for formal speech occur regularly in literacy hours in both key stages and in
school assemblies. However, there are occasions when small groups of pupils talk amongst
themsd ves when they should be listening. Key Stage 1 pupils show confidence in speaking in a
religious education activity; they explain their thoughts and ideas clearly. In Year 4, pupils are
confident at giving their views and most discuss ideas sensibly. In assemblies pupils speak
clearly, projecting their voices confidently.

Pupils attainment in reading is average. The school promotes positive attitudes to reading, and
works well in partnership with parents. At the end of Key Stage 1 most pupils read correctly
but use little expression. The majority read the shared text aloud. They can identify the author
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and use a range of clues to unlock meaning where they are unsure, including pictures, letter
names and sounds and contextual clues. Most pupils in Year 4 enjoy reading and talk with
interest about their reading preferences. They can find clues in the text about the location of the
story and many can distinguish fact from fiction. Many are confident, motivated readers. Most
pupils have at least sound library skills and the majority have good knowledge and
understanding about finding information. They are confident at accessing the Internet to glean
information to support their studies.

Standards in writing are above average at the end of Key Stage 1. Many pupils within Key
Stage 2 are well on the way to exceed the standards expected of 11 year olds. From the earliest
stagein Year 1 al pupils are able to write complete sentences. By the end of Year 2, writing is
imaginative and well constructed, with correct use of capital letters and full stops. Pupils plan
storieswdl. At theend of Year 4, pupils write pieces of work that have alogical, flowing sense
with a good choice of words, adjectives and imagination to make a story come alive. Pupils
throughout the school make good progress. They write for a variety of purposes: letters, both
formal and informal, descriptive writing, lists and sets of instructions, as in recipes. Pupils
successfully reapply the skills they learn in many different areas of the curriculum, in particular
in art, history and rdigious education. Focused sessions on the correct use of grammar and
punctuation make a good contribution to the progress the pupils make. Their good use of words
is effectively used in the poetry that they write, particularly in the Haiku style of short verse.
Regular handwriting practice ensures that letters are formed correctly. Cursive writing is
introduced in Year 2. Pupils develop a confident fluent script and work is neatly presented.
Standards of spelling are satisfactory. The school has introduced recently new strategies to
improve the standard of speling further.

Pupils make good progress overall throughout the school. In speaking and listening they are
continually developing confidence. However, there are a minority of occasions when teachers
do not always ensure that pupils are listening before they speak or there is too much movement
within the class. Pupils are regularly encouraged to take part in class discussions, and most
pupils listen well to others’ opinions; they are confident in expressing their own ideas. Pupilsin
both key stages make satisfactory progress with reading. They develop positive attitudes.
However, attention to developing a range of reading strategies is not a significant priority with
all teachers. Pupils are heard to read on a regular basis but insufficient emphasis is given to
teaching them how to sound out words they do not know. Good progress is made in writing
throughout both key stages. Good attention is given to developing a correct style of
handwriting that leads pupils to develop a well-formed joined script. The wide range of work
gives pupils plenty of opportunities to develop the structure of their writing.

Pupils with special educational needs work well in most lessons and make good progress. They
are encouraged to play afull part in the lesson.

The National Literacy Strategy has been successfully implemented in all classes, and work is
carefully planned to ensure that all the eements of the literacy hour are appropriatdy taught.
The school has spent wisdly on additional book resources.

Pupils responses to English are satisfactory overall. Most enjoy reading together at the
beginning of lessons and settle quickly at their tables for group work. For the first few minutes
al pupils give their complete attention to the activities. However, in a few lessons a small
minority show little sense of urgency in their work and their concentration is sporadic. Pupils
themsalves work amicably and co-operatively to move their learning forward. They play a full
part in discussions and listen to each other.
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Teaching is at least satisfactory, with some examples of good teaching. No unsatisfactory
teaching was seen in ether key stage. In better lessons teachers use good questioning technique
to explore and analyse text and consolidate and extend pupils' knowledge and understanding.
Teachers have high expectations of behaviour and routines for the literacy hour are well
established. Most teachers' plans identify clear learning objectives, but occasionally these do
not address the whole range of attainment in the class. Teachers are secure in their knowledge
and understanding of the subject. Lessons are planned and organised satisfactorily, providing
pupils of al abilities with suitable tasks. Insufficient consideration is given to pace and
challenge particularly with regard to extending the high attaining pupils. Teachers keep records
of each pupil’s progress particularly through the literacy units. Generally this information is
used to plan the following sessions appropriately.

M athematics

Standards at the end of Key Stage 1 have not changed since the last inspection. Within Key
Stage 2, standards have improved. The percentage of pupils attaining the levels expected of
seven year olds (Leve 2) in the 1998 national tests was above average. However, the
percentage of pupils reaching above this was well below the national average. When compared
to other schools with pupils from similar backgrounds, these results are about typical. In the
last three years the results in the tests have been consistently just above the national pattern.
Currently standards at the end of Key Stage 1 are average. In numeracy standards are
satisfactory and pupils within both key stages are developing the skills of numeracy through the
regular daily provision of opportunities to practise mental skills at the beginning of each
mathematics lesson. They are developing sound strategies to find the quickest way to a correct
solution and know how to form an approximate answer.

Older pupils within Key Stage 2 have a good understanding of the use of mathematics in other
subjects such as in analysing data collected when carrying out measurements for a study of
growth and in expressing that information graphically. Pupils within Year 4 are wdl on ther
way to reach at least the average standards (Leve 4) at the end of the key stage. By the age of
seven most pupils can count confidently within ten and can add and recall addition and
subtraction facts to ten. They are beginning to understand place value to 100. They can
identify and use halves and quarters and are able to see patterns in sequences. They can use
simple co-ordinates and fit shapes together so that their edges match. Their understanding of
how to solve problems is below average because of the limited opportunities provided for this
within the mathematics curriculum. Older pupilsin Year 4 are able to discuss their work and
explain ther thinking. They have good recall of addition and subtraction facts to 100. They
can add, subtract, multiply and divide accurately. They confidently make sensible
approximations. They can measure accurately.

Pupils generally make satisfactory progress in Key Stage 1, although in some cases work is not
sufficiently challenging for the more able. Within Key Stage 2 pupils make good progress; for
example, in numeracy. Here the pupils are provided with challenging work which is wdll
matched to their abilities. Work is carefully planned and information which is collected from
regular assessments is well used by teachers to match work to the different levels of attainment.

In the previous report the attitude and interest in mathematics shown by pupils were variable.

Currently attitudes, interest and behaviour are good. Pupils throughout the school respond
confidently and appropriately to the challenging questions which teachers set. They are willing
to enter into a discussion about their work even when they are unsure. They concentrate well
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and remain at their tasks, working hard for the whole of the lesson. They wish to please their
teachers. They enjoy ther lessons and work together appropriately, listening with interest to
each other's explanations.

The quality of teaching is good. In lessons within Key Stage 2 it is very good. No
unsatisfactory teaching was seen. In the best lessons teachers have a secure understanding of
what they intend to teach and pass on through clear instructions what they expect their pupils to
achieve within the time available and the high standards they wish them to achieve. Lessons
begin briskly and pupils are encouraged to think quickly and accurately; for example, when
revising their knowledge of place value. This is then systematically reviewed within the latter
part of the lesson. Work is closdy related to the Programmes of Study of the National
Curriculum and in general well matched to the different abilities of individuals and groups.
However, in some classes insufficient attention is given to planning and teaching and the skills
of using and applying mathematics and extending the learning of the highest attainers. Thiswas
aweakness at the time of the last report and in some classes, but not all, it remains so.

In the best lessons the teachers use a good range of effective strategies to encourage pupils to
think quickly and accuratdly and then to check their answers. All pupils are drawn into the
lesson and are encouraged to fed that they have an important contribution to make.
Relationships between the teacher and the pupils are open and each shares a sense of fun in the
lesson. Pupils with some degree of special educational needs are well supported. They receive
appropriately challenging work and they are helped effectively by both the teachers and
assistants. Resources for them and for the rest of the class are readily to hand and wdll
prepared. Homework is regularly set on a planned basis which supports and extends pupils
learning in work they have begun in schoal.

Since the previous report the school has improved the way in which teachers plan in
mathematics. Thereis a clear statement of aims and objectives. Currently the school plans its
work so that it matches closdy that of the national numeracy strategy. There is a clear
programme for each year in numeracy which sets out in detail what activity should be taught.
Arrangements to assess pupils progress, particularly within Key Stage 2, are detailed and well
used by staff to ensure that pupils on the whole are making the expected progress. The co-
ordinator has worked hard to encourage staff to teach in similar ways and is actively involved in
reviewing and planning work in the classrooms.

Science

Attainment in science is average at the end of Key Stage 1. By the time pupils leave the school
in Year 4 pupils are attaining standards which suggest that they will reach average levels of
attainment at the end of the key stage. Standards are the same as at the time of the last
inspection. Teacher assessments in 1998 indicate that pupils at the end of Key Stage 1 attain
beow average results for schools where pupils come from similar backgrounds. A well below
average percentage of pupils reach the expected leve, Leve 2, and a wel bdow average
percentage reached above this. Pupils attain well in materials and their properties but less well
in the experimental and investigative areas of science and in physical processes where standards
are below average. In this small group of pupils there were a number of pupils whom the
school had recognised as having some degree of special educational needs. Attainment for them
in these assessments was satisfactory. In the most recent assessments there is evidence to
suggest that standards have improved.

Currently standards in experimental and investigative science are not as high as they are in the
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other areas of science and, while many pupils attain average standards, few reach above these.
This was identified as a priority in the last report and, while the school has planned to address
this, the restrictions of space within classrooms has hindered the raising of standards in
investigative and experimental work.

By the end of Key Stage 1 pupils know that living things grow and reproduce. They know that
animals and plants needs specific conditions to survive. They can describe how a magnet
attracts some objects but not others. They can make generalisations about how sound travels.
However, they have only limited understanding of how to use simple equipment and how to
make and record their observations. They do not understand why a test should be fair or have
an idea of what might happen in a test. Older pupils in Key Stage 2 know that growth in
animals is affected by variables and that parts of the human body grow more than others. They
can record their information graphically and make good use of computers to collate the data
which they have collected. They can draw conclusions about the distribution of plants in the
school lawn from a mapping of their incidence. However, pupils within Key Stage 2 are not
familiar with the scientific processes of experimentation because of the limited opportunities
they receive to havefirst-hand experiencein this area.

Pupils generally make satisfactory progress except in the area of experimental and investigative
science. There are good links with work in English and art; for example, in the study of plants,
where pupils were encouraged successfully to write descriptively and sketch and paint in detail
plants, which formed the basis of their study. However, the most able do not always make the
progress of which they are capable because they are insufficiently challenged particularly in
their experimental activities.

Pupils attitudes to science are generally positive, although in one lesson seen during the
inspection a small minority of pupils became over-excited and disrupted the work of others.
Pupils take a pride in their work, which is often carefully presented. However, opportunities for
them to work together collaboratively are limited.

Teaching in both key stages is satisfactory. Teachers plan their lessons in detail and as a result,
have a clear idea of what they wish their pupils to learn in the lesson. They have a secure
subject knowledge. They relate well with their pupils. A strong feature of this is the successful
way in which the teacher includes all pupils in answering questions and in strengthening their
skills in speaking and listening. In some lessons, however, the pace at which more able pupils
learn decreases because they are given insufficient challenge and are not make sufficiently
aware of what they should achieve. Generally, tasks set are the same for all pupils within the
class and the most able are insufficiently challenged. Pupils with some degree of special
educational needs are wdl supported by staff and assistants.

Teachers assess pupils work regularly. Within Key Stage 2 there is a consistent pattern of
conducting an assessment activity at the end of a topic to judge how much pupils have learnt.
Work is marked carefully and in some, but not all, instances encourages pupils to think
critically about how they can improve.

There is a brief policy statement for the teaching of science which sets out clearly what the
school's intentions are for pupils to learn and the strategies teachers should use to teach them.

The curriculum co-ordinator has correctly identified from the previous report the needs of the
subject and has completed a school review of the areas for development; for example, to raise
awareness of the importance of experimental and investigative science. To this end the school
has been involved in useful links with a nearby plant breeding station and in organising a
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Hardware resources are adequate. The school has well-advanced plans to enhance its existing
provision when additional space becomes available. A good range of up-to-date software is
readily available. It iswell used. Resources and tools are adequate in range and quality but are
not readily accessible.

Attainment in information technology at the end of Key Stage 1 is above standards usually
found. Within Key Stage 2 pupils are well on the way to exceed the standards generally found
amongst 11 year olds. Thisisan improvement since the last inspection when standards were in
line with expectations. By the end of Key Stage 1 pupils are confident in using computers and
in their knowledge of the keyboard. They are able to save data and retrieve stored information;
they understand how to control equipment by a series of instructions. Many are aware of the
use of information technology in the outside world and how CD-ROMSs can provide them with
information. Older pupils within Key Stage 2 can file and print their work effectively and
confidently. They can handle data they have collected using the computer to order and publish
therr results. They can merge text and pictures to make their own documents. They regularly
update their own computer files of what they have achieved in information technology.

Pupils make good progress within both key stages and benefit from the good opportunities
which are provided. Individual teacher's enthusiasm and confidence are contagious and pupils
work with enthusiasm in formal lessons as a class and in pairs or as individuals. A significant
factor in this has been the school’s decision to provide staff with laptop computers to practise
and improve their own skills. Pupils' attitudes to information technology are very positive.
They are interested and respond enthusiastically. In lessons they listen to each other’s
contributions sensibly and work willingly with each other and with adults. They treat ther
resources with respect and care.

Teaching is good both in formal lessons and in general support to pupils as they work as
individuals and in groups. A particular strong feature is the very well informed and effective
help provided by assistants. Teachers question in a lively way to test pupils' basic knowledge;
for example, the purposes of the different function keys on a keyboard. Pupils are carefully and
systematically drawn into a subsequent discussion which involves all of the class. Lessons are
well planned and resources are readily to hand. There are wdl taken, regular opportunities to
assess what pupils know and can do and to record pupils progress. Pupils are effectively
encouraged to do this themsdves and to fed a sense of achievement and responsibility.
Teachers have high expectations of what can be achieved.

Since the previous inspection the subject has continued to develop successfully. In the previous
inspection the curriculum provided good opportunities for pupils to apply word-processing
skills in other subjects. This has been strengthened further. There are good links between
pupils work in literacy and this subject. Information technology is well managed and all staff,
including teaching assistants, work closely together to provide a wide curriculum.

Religious education
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Pupils attainment in reigious education is in line with the expectations of the locally agreed
syllabus at the end of Key Stage 1. No lessons were observed in Key Stage 2 during the
inspection. However, from a scrutiny of pupils previous work and talking to teachers and
pupils, it is clear that pupilsin Year 4 arein line to meet expectations by the end of Key Stage
2.

Most pupils in Key Stage 1 have a satisfactory grasp of the content of simple Bible stories.

Very young pupils in Key Stage 1 know that stories about Jesus are found in the Bible. They
know the story of Noah and are at the initial stages of understanding that the rainbow is a
symbol of forgiveness. In discussion they can communicate their ideas confidently and in
picture form with sentences. They discuss what is fair and fedings of forgiveness. Older
pupils in Key Stage 1 know that the Old Testament is where the oldest stories of events before
the birth of Christ are found. They know the story of Joseph and his coat of many colours and
are familiar with the story of Moses in the Bullrushes. In discussion they give feasible ideas of
how to hide a baby from the enemy and consider how they would fed if they were Moses
mother.

Pupils at Key Stage 2 know the main festivals in the Christian calendar. They can name and
describe the use of different church furniture. They are developing an understanding of the
importance of considering others fedings and respecting them. Pupils know that there are
people less fortunate than themsdves and that there is a need for charities to support these
people. Satisfactory progress is evident in their knowledge and understanding of the Christian
faith, but progress in gaining knowledge and understanding of Judaism, the other world faith
that the school has chosen to study, is unsatisfactory. Their skills of reasoning and forming
judgements are at an early stage of development.

Pupils' response to this subject is positive. They are interested, concentrate and willingly
discuss topics or stories they have studied.

The quality of teaching in this subject is satisfactory. Work is appropriately prepared and
teachers are secure in their knowledge and understanding of the subject. Scrutiny of pupils
work indicates that the magjority of lessons are factual. Insufficient opportunities are given to
develop pupils' spiritual awareness through reflection, appreciation, consideration, relationships
and values.

Art

Standards in art are at expected levels at Key Stage 1 and pupils within Key Stage 2 are wdll on
their way to reach the expected standard for 11 year olds. Progress of pupilsin Key Stage 1 is
satisfactory.  Pupils in Key Stage 2 make good progress. This represents a significant
improvement since the last inspection where standards were found to be below expected levels
and progress was slow. This improvement has been achieved because of the particular
emphasis given to improvement in planning, resourcing and teaching this subject.

Pupils within Key Stage 1 use sketch books containing a good range of drawings from life
which illustrate a developing sense of perspective and ability to use colour and shade. In Key
Stage 2 they are familiar with the work of some famous artists, eg Van Gogh, and can paint
effectively in asimilar style. They are able to experiment with different styles of painting such
as pointillism.  Older pupils within Key Stage 1 are able to apply previously learnt skills in
using water colours to produce effective illustrations for their poetry on 'the river'. In Key
Stage 2 they also can make jewelery in the style of the Anglo-Saxons as part of their study of
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Generally pupils are confident users of information technology as an aid to their work and
design, draw and colour using a range of programs.

In the small number of lessons seen pupils' attitudes are positive, they are eager to respond to
their teacher’s questions and settle to their work quickly. They maintain high levels of
concentration and experiment confidently with mixing colours. They work wel together and
willingly share their ideas about how to create the best effects.

The quality of teaching is satisfactory. Lesson plans are clear. The teacher quickly establishes
a purposeful, busy approach to the task to be completed and explains clearly what is expected
of the pupils. Pupils are questioned about their knowledge of different painting techniques and
as a result learn to evaluate for themselves the effects obtained. Pupils are regularly reminded
of what to do next and the time they have available. Rdationships between pupils and the
teachers are warm and supportive and time is well used.

Design and technology

During the inspection no direct teaching of this subject was observed. However, from a
scrutiny of teachers’ plans, pupils previous work, discussions with pupils and photographic
evidence, it is clear that standards in this subject are in line with those usually found and pupils
make satisfactory progress within Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. In the previous report it was
not possible to form a judgement about standards because of the lack of evidence.

By the age of seven pupils can design and make a moving puppet and are beginning to evaluate
their work. They experience a range of materials including fabrics and food; for example, they
know how to make a cake for a picnic and how to design and make clothes for ‘dressing bears.
Within Key Stage 2 pupils can design and make a miniature garden and use computers to
generate a design. They can plan and list the equipment they will need to make a windmill.
Older pupils can modify their final designs in the light of how well their initial designs have
worked. They use and reinforce ther skills in numeracy when measuring and drawing. Pupils
have positive attitudes and apply themsaves well despite the restrictions of space in most
classrooms. Since the last inspection a draft scheme of work has been produced and there are
strong links with other work in art so that teachers plan and teach the skills required in an
organised way. In this they are wel supported by teaching assistants, all of whom have
attended in-service training in this subject. The co-ordinator is enthusiastic and knowledgeable.

Resources in the school are adeguate to meet the curriculum needs for both subjects. Facilities
are available, within the local education authority area, to borrow artefacts for history.
Satisfactory use is made of educational visits to enhance these areas of learning.

Geography and history

It was only possible to observe one geography lesson during the inspection. No history lessons
were observed in ether key stage. History is the focus next term.  Evidence from
documentation, discussions with staff and pupils, scrutiny of displays and pupils work,
indicate that pupils attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 is at the expected level for seven year
olds. Pupils in Year 4 are wdl on their way to reach standards expected of 11 year olds.
Satisfactory progress is made in geography and history throughout the school. The standards
are the same as at the time of the last inspection.
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Key Stage 1 pupils are able to describe the school location using appropriate geographical
language. The majority of pupils can describe geographical features they pass on the way to
school and recognise and name landmarks in their village. Satisfactory comparisons are made
between where they live and a place they visit or where they go on holiday, using suitable
descriptions of the physical features and human features such as sandy beaches and park areas.
In history, these young pupils have a clear understanding of then and now, and of old and new.

The majority of pupils in Key Stage 2 can describe different weather conditions for the four
seasons.  They accurately recognise different types of dwelings such as detached, semi-
detached, flats and bungalows. They can use simple grids and follow a route on a map. In
history, pupils know some of the ways the past is represented. They know and can talk about
how people lived in Roman times and have satisfactory knowledge of how the Romans
influenced the names of our months and some place names.

The quality of teaching in the small number of geography lessons was satisfactory. No lessons
were seen in history. However, teachers plan effectively on a two-year rolling programme in
both key stages and are at the initial stages of adopting the Qualifications and Curriculum
Authority documents as guidance. The subject co-ordinator gives effective support and advice
to teachers when planning what they will teach.

Resources are adequate. However, their storage is problematic because of the lack of available
space.
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Musc

In the last inspection there was insufficient evidence to make a judgement on the standards
being attained. Currently standards are above the expected levels at Key Stage 1 and within
Key Stage 2, pupils are wel on their way to reach at least the expected leve for 11 year olds.

Good progress is made by pupils within both key stages in their musical knowledge, skills and
understanding, or listening, appraising, performing and composing.

Younger pupils in Key Stage 1 can accurately identify and describe the sounds and tunes
percussion instruments make. They can play the instruments showing subtly in ther
techniques. Pupils sing tunefully in assemblies and in their music lessons and many are making
good progress in learning to play an instrument. Older pupils in Key Stage 2 know how to
record their compositions using their own symbols to indicate changes in tempo, timbre and
dynamic. Many can follow musical notation.

Pupils respond well to the wide variety of opportunities which the school provides. They are
attentive and behave sensibly in their lessons. They show respect for their instruments,
handling them with care. They are eager to take part. In addition to their lessons many pupils
participate in opportunities which the school plans. These include a recorder club, a musical
festival and a range of other performances. A high proportion of pupils participate in
instrumental music lessons and there are strong links with the local community.

In the lessons seen the quality of teaching is satisfactory. Lessons are well planned and the
teacher establishes a pleasant and purposeful atmosphere. All pupils are made to fed important
and that their contributions are of value. In the best lessons the teacher provides a clear
indication of what should be achieved and how to do it, eg in demonstrating well the specific
techniques required.

Since the last inspection a teacher has been appointed who has specific skills in music. Thisis
reflected in the increased range and quality of experiences offered by the school and by the
enthusiastic way pupils respond to the opportunities provided.

Physical education

It was only possible to see to lessons in Key Stage 1, a games and a dance lesson. No lessons
were observed in Key Stage 2. Key Stage 1 pupils are able to change and dress without
assistance and in reasonable time. They demonstrate satisfactory throwing and catching skills.
For example when children aim and throw a beanbag into a hoop. In a group dance activity
most pupils perform well using their own ideas for movements as different creatures. Pupilsin
Key Stage 2 have swimming lessons and make good progress towards the standard expected of
11 year old in swimming.

Pupils respond well to physical education lessons. Most are attentive, well behaved, and make
an effort to do their best to improve on ther skills. They clearly understand the reasons for
warming-up activities and illustrate good team spirit and sportsmanship.

There are suitable outside facilities. These are public facilities that the school has permission to
use. A tennis court is used as a secure hard-surfaced area and the village sports fidd is
available also. The playgroup and other organisations use the hall, which is also the community
hall. Consequently there is no large frame for developing climbing skills and movements. In
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physical education there is sufficient small apparatus for individual and games skills. The
school makes best use it can of the facilities available but the hall gives limited room for
movement. Moveable large apparatus is stored outside and difficult to get into the hall. Pupils
have limited experience of working with large apparatus.

Overall, pupils make satisfactory progress in physical education except for some aspects of
gymnastics where progress is unsatisfactory.

Extra-curricular activities such as the dance, tennis and soccer clubs successfully enhance and
enrich pupils' skills and social devel opment.
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PART C: INSPECTION DATA

SUMMARY OF INSPECTION EVIDENCE

This inspection was conducted over a period of three days by a team of three inspectors
including a lay inspection. During the inspection, inspectors observed approximately 27 lessons
or parts of lessons. Samples of pupils work representing a cross section of pupils’ attainment
were scrutinised. Many pupils were heard reading and the team talked and listened to pupils.
Discussions were held with the headteacher, the Chair of Governors, teaching and support staff.
Seventeen parents attended a meeting with the registered inspectors, and 42 parents returned a
questionnaire expressing their views about the school. Documents including the school
development plan, action plan, policies and teachers’ planning and financial statements were all
examined.

DATA AND INDICATORS

Pupil data
Number of Number of Number of pupils ~ Number of full-time
pupilsonrall pupils with on school’sregister  pupils digible for
(full-time Statements of of SEN free school meals
equivalent) SEN
YR-Y4 84 0 7 1

Teachers and classes

Qualified teachers (YR — Y4)

Total number of qualified teachers (full-time equivalent): 34
Number of pupils per qualified teacher: 24.71

Education support staff (YR — Y4)

Total number of education support staff: 4
Total aggregate hours worked each week: 47

Primary and nursery schools

Average class size: 28
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Financial data

Financial year:

Total Income

Total Expenditure

Expenditure per pupil

Balance brought forward from previous year

Balance carried forward to next year

1998-99

£

139,756.00

143,640.00
1,841.54
4,961.00
1,077.00



156. PARENTAL SURVEY

Number of questionnaires sent out: 84

Number of questionnaires returned: 42

Responses (percentage of answers in each category):

Strongly  Agree Neither Disagree  Strongly

agree disagree
| fed the school encourages parents to play an active 40 49 11 0 0
part in thelife of the school
I would find it easy to approach the school with 37 58 51 0 0
guestions or problems to do with my child(ren)
The school handles complaints from parents well 31 52 17 0 0
The school gives me a clear understanding of what 15 49 31 5 0
is taught
The school keeps me well informed about my 31 49 11 9 0
child(ren)’s progress
The school enables my child(ren) to achieve a good 30 57 8 5 0
standard of work
The school encourages children to get involved in 29 60 11 1 0
more than just their daily lessons
| am satisfied with the work that my child(ren) is/are 23 61 5 11 0
expected to do at home
The school’ s values and attitudes have a positive 44 46 10 0 0
effect on my child(ren)
The school achieves high standards of good 35 56 7 2 0
behaviour
My child(ren) like(s) school 44 50 6 0 0

156.  Other issuesraised by parents

147.  Parents at the meeting fdt that there was a caring attitude throughout the school. Teachers
support their children well and standards of behaviour are good. Parents are pleased at the way
in which they are made to fed welcome at the school and that the schoal is willing to listen to
and help them. Some parents are unhappy about what they consider excessive amounts of
homework. All parents agreed that the accommodation was poor.



