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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Milburn Primary isavery smal rural school stuated in the centre of the smal Cumbrian village of
Milburn. Currently, there are thirty-two boys and girls between the ages of four and eleven
attending the school. The school has two classrooms. Three reception and seven infant pupils aged
four to seven years are taught in one classroom and twenty-two junior pupils aged seven to eleven
are taught in the second classsoom. Pupilslivein the village or the locd rurd area. The very smal
sze of year groups, ranging from two to eight pupils, results in the attainment on entry to the
Reception Y ear varying consderably from year-to-year, being highly influenced by the attainment of
individua pupils. When averaged over recent years, the attainment on entry has been broadly
gmilar to that expected for pupils of their age. The number of pupils on the school’ s register for
specid educationa needsis lower than the national average, but the percentage of pupils with
atements of specid educationd needsis higher than isfound nationdly. The number of pupils
eigiblefor free school medsisbeow the nationd average. All pupils atending the school come
from awhite British background and spesk English astharr first language.

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS

Thisisavery effective and happy school. Teaching is of high qudity. Pupils make consstently good
progress as they move through the school and achieve well when their prior atainment is taken into
account. The pupils behaviour and their attitudes towards the school and their lessons are
excdlent. Reationshipsin the school are outstanding. The persond and socid development of the
pupilsis excelent. The leadership and management of the school have a clear focus on the specific
learning and socid needs of the pupils. The school provides very good vaue for money.

What the school doeswell

Teaching throughout the schoal is of high qudity

Overdl, pupils make consstently good progress as they move through the school
Standards in writing, music and art are particularly high

The pupils attitudes, behaviour and persond development are excellent

The pupils are very well cared for and the relationships within the school are excellent
The management in this very smdl schoal is highly effective in promoting pupils learning.

What could beimproved

The planning of pupils work and the recording of their achievementsin the junior class are
currently effective; but some aspects are informd and rely on the memory of the teacher.

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors' action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE ITSLAST INSPECTION

The overdl rate of improvement since the last ingpection in June 1996 has been good. The number
of teaching and support staff has increased to accommodate the increase in the number of pupils
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attending the school. There have been notable improvements in the qudity of teaching. The
planning of the curriculum has been reviewed to ensure that al subjects receive gppropriate time.
Since the last ingpection, there has been a pattern of overal improvement in the percentage of pupils
attaining the levels expected a the end of their junior yearsin the nationd tests, dbeit with some
variations from one year to another. The recently introduced nationa guidance for the teaching of
pupils in the Reception Y ear (Foundation Stage) appropriately influences the planning of work for
these young children. Improvements have been made to the assessment procedures that enable the
academic progress and persona development of each child to be tracked systematically throughout
thelr timein the school. However, these remain predominantly informal and rely on the memory of
teachers. The school now sets academic targets for individua pupils, which are redigtic and
achievable.

STANDARDS

The results of the nationa tests completed by pupilsat theend of Year 2 (Key Stage 1) and Year 6
(Key Stage 2) are not published in this report because of the very small number of pupilsinvolved,
and the resulting possibility of identifying individud pupils.

The very smdl numbers of pupilsin any individua year group make meaningful comparisons for each
year with nationa data unrdigble. The ingpectors, therefore, examined the overdl trend in the
school’ s performance over the last five years. They aso tracked the progress and standards
attained by individud pupils as they moved up through the school by reference to the pupils
previous work, portfolios of work and assessment records.

Over the ladt five years, the overal atainment of pupilsin the core subjects of English, mathematics
and science hasimproved. This trend in improvement since 1996 is above that seen nationdly.
These comparisons do, however, need to be treated with some caution because of the very small
numbers of pupilsinvolved, especidly asthereis consderable variation year-on-year.

The ingpectors tracked the progress and achievements of individua pupils from when they joined the
school. On the basis of the evidence available, there were clear indications thet the pupils, including
those with specid educationa needs, were making consistently good progress and were achieving
good standards when compared with their previous attainment. Pupils make good progressin
developing the kills of literacy and numeracy. In most of the lessons observed during the
ingoection, however, the pupils made very good gainsin their learning.

The findings from the ingpection confirm that by the end of both the infant and junior years, dmost dl
pupils are currently attaining standards similar to those expected for their ages. However, there are
just three pupilsin Year 2 and fivein Year 6. When the performance of pupilsin other year groups
isconsdered, adifferent picture emerges. Taking account of al pupils, Standards in both the infant
and junior stages are above the levels expected in English and some aspects of mathematics and
science.

Overdl in the school when taking account of al thirty-two pupils soread over seven school years,
the standards achieved in creative writing, art and music are clearly well above those expected for

their respective ages.
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Academic targets are set for individua pupilsto attain by the age of seven and eleven. These targets
are based on the outcomes of annual assessments and the tracking of individual pupils progress
over time. Thetargets set are gppropriate, redigtic and chalenging. The school is on track to
achieve the targets forecast for the current Year 6 pupils.

PUPILS ATTITUDESAND VALUES

Aspect Comment

Attitudes to the school Excdlent. Pupils enjoy their schoal life because the activities
provided for them are interesting, varied and taught in away that
makes learning fun.

Behaviour, in and out of Excdlent. The behaviour seen during the inspection was dways of

classrooms the highest slandard. Pupils were courteous, respectful and

sengtive to the needs of others at dl times.

Persond development and The pupils persond development isexcdlent. The quality of
relationships relationshipsin the schoal is outstanding.

Attendance Very good.

These aspects of the schoal life are commendable strengths. The pupils are happy and relaxed, but
respectful and keen to learn. Together they make a mgjor contribution to the good progress that
pupils make.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching of pupils:. Aged up to5years Aged 5-7 years Aged 7-11 years
L essons seen overdl Very good Very good Very good

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very
poor. ‘ Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh weaknesses.

The ingpectors vigted this very smdl school for two and a haf days and observed the teaching of
sxteen sessons. Eight observations of teaching by qudified teachers were made and eight by
teaching assdants. Although thisisasmdl overdl sample, it does provide an overview of the
qudity of teaching in the schoal.

The qudity of teaching throughout the school is consstently very good. The teaching seen ranged
from good to excellent. No teaching observed during the ingpection was less than good. Sixty-two
per cent of teaching (ten lessons) was very good or better and thirty-one per cent (five lessons) was
excdlent. Thishigh quality of teaching of dl pupilsin the schodl is very commendable and has avery
positive effect upon the progress, achievements and learning experiences of dl the pupils. The
school takes full advantage of the pupil / teacher ratio to ensure that the needs of dl pupils are fully
met, often through one-to-one support. The teaching observed during the inspection of the skills of
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literacy and numeracy was very good

All the gtaff in the school work together asateam. Thisisa particular strength and helps to ensure
that there is a common gpproach to helping the pupils to develop confidence and learn in a secure

and sttled environment. Al
and how they should behave.

members of the saff have high expectations of what the pupils can do

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
The qudity and range of The pupils experience a broad and rich curriculum. A programme of
the curriculum well-planned educationd vidits and visitors to the school, who bring a

wedth of expertise, further enrich the curriculum.

Provison for pupils with
specid educationa needs

The learning, persond and socid development of pupils with specid
educationa needs are very well provided for and help these pupilsto
make very good overal progress.

Provison for pupils
persond, including
gpiritua, mord, socid and
culturd development

The provison for pupils spiritua, mord, cultural and persond
development is consstently very good. Provision for the pupils socid
development is excdllent, and an area of particular strength.

How well the school cares
for its pupils

Excdlent. The school isavery friendly and caring community in which
al pupils are valued and supported.

The school worksin close an

d effective partnership with parents of children attending the school.

The gtaff of the school know the pupils and their familieswell and are very familiar with the particular
strengths and development needs of each pupil. The pupils experience arich and varied curriculum,
which is carefully tailored to meet their individua needs.
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HOW WELL THE SCHOOL ISLED AND MANAGED

Aspect Comment

Leadership and management by | Very good. The leadership and management of this very smdl
the headteacher and other key school are effective and efficient, athough generdly informa.
daff

How wdll the governors fulfil Very good. Many of the governing body are new, but al
their repongbilities governors ae very involved in the life and work of the schoal.

The school’ s evauation of its Good. The school is clear about its strengths and weaknesses
performance and takes appropriate action to support the improvement of
pupils development, both socid and academic.

The strategic use of resources Very good. The school makes very good use of dl its
resources. However, the limited space available does restrict
the resources that the school can use.

The staff of the schoal are skilfully managed to ensure that their individuad strengths are used to good
effect. Accommodation isextremely limited and this does place some redtrictions on the activities of
the pupils and the resources that the school is ableto use. However, the school is very adept at
ensauring that pupils learning is not adversdy affected. The governing body effectively employsthe
‘Best Vau€e principles.

The schoal is run effectively and well, with a clear understanding of what works well and what needs
to be developed. Many of the management proceduresin this small school are informa, and written
records, including those on pupils work and progress are limited. This at times puts too much
reliance on the memory of aff, particularly the headteacher.

PARENTS AND CARERS VIEWSOF THE SCHOOL

What pleases parents most What parentswould like to see improved
- The school works closdy with parents. - Therange of activities offered outsde
The children enjoy schoal. lessons.
The school expects children to work hard
and achieve their begt.

The teaching is good.

The school isfriendly and approachable.
Parents are kept well informed about how
their children are getting on.

The school iswell led and managed.

The inspectors fully support the postive views of the parents. The school does run a reasonably
wide range of activities outsde lessons. Many of these take place during the lunch bregk. The
school has arranged activities with other small schools, such as team games, in its endeavour to
overcome the limiting effect of the smal number of pupilsin the school and the redtricted
accommodeation.

PART B: COMMENTARY
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HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS?

The school’sresults and achievements

1

Thisisavery samdl school with year groups ranging in Sze from just two to eght pupils. The
number of pupilstaking part in nationa tests or assessmentsin a particular year group isthus
very smdl. The attanment of one or two pupils can, therefore, have a Sgnificant impact on
the overal results. Consequently, the assessments of pupils attainment on entry and through
the national tests and assessments at the end of both key stages do not, for any one year,
represent afull and accurate picture of the attainment of pupils within the school as awhole.
This means that the analysis of pupils performance and its comparison with nationa and
gmilar schools' data should be treated with the utmost caution.

The ingpection took place during the spring term. A team of three ingpectors was present in
the school for atota of Sx ingpection days. At the time of the inspection, there was a
nationa epidemic of foot and mouth disease. In thisrura community, the resulting
restrictions on movement meant that amost athird of the pupils were absent from school.
Thisincreased the difficulties involved in reaching any valid conclusions about the attainment
levels of particular year groups. The judgements that inspectors were able to make are
based on the evidence gained from observing lessons and talking to pupils and teachers. In
addition, the ingpectors sampled both the current work of pupils and their work over time as
demongtrated in their books and folders kept from when they joined the schoal.

The school carries out assessments of pupils as soon as they start in the reception yesr.
These assessments indicate thet, although there are wide variations in what pupils know,
understand and can do, their levels of attainment overal are broadly smilar to those found
nationdly. Evidence gained from observing the youngest pupils, looking at their work and
talking to them demondtrates that they make good progress in the areas of speaking and
listening, reading and writing, mathematical development, knowledge and understanding of
the world, creetive development and persond, socid and emotiona development. By the
time they start compulsory education, most have achieved the nationd gods set for their
early learning in these areas of their work. There isinsufficient evidence from the ingpection
to make judgements about standards in physical development.

The reaults of nationd tests and assessments a the end of the infant stage in 2000 show that
the percentage of pupils attaining the level expected of pupils aged seven (Leve 2), in
reading, writing, mathematics and science was very high compared with the nationd
average. However, these results are based on the performance of only three pupils. When
the results for the last five years are taken together, a varying picture of overdl attainment
emerges. From adrop in 1997, sandards have fluctuated in reading and generdly risenin
writing. In mathematics, the steady improvement prior to 1998 has increased dramaticaly
since then.

Similar andysis gpplied to the outcomes of nationd tests and assessments at the end of the
junior yearsin 2000 is based on the performance of just eight pupils. The percentage of
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pupils reaching the level expected in English and science, (Leve 4), was very high compared
with the nationa average, whilst the percentage reaching the same level in mathematics was
closeto the nationd picture. Over the past five years, a pattern of overal improvement in
the percentage of pupils attaining the level expected can be traced, dbeit with some
vaiaions from one year to another. When the performance of dl pupilsin English,
mathematics and science is considered, the trend in improvement sincel1996 is above that
seen naiondly. The small number of pupilsin each year group meansthat it is not possble
to draw any meaningful conclusions about the differences in the attainment of boys and girls.

The findings from the ingpection confirm that by the end of both the infant and junior years,
amog al pupils are currently attaining standards smilar to those expected for their ages.
However, there are just three pupilsin Year 2 and fivein Year 6. When the performance of
pupilsin other year groups is conddered, a different picture emerges. Taking account of all
pupils, sandards in both the infant and junior stages are above the level's expected in English
and some aspects of mathematics and science. Standards in mathematics overdl are Smilar
to those found nationaly. On the basis of the somewhat limited evidence available,
sandards in science also reflect nationa expectations overal. Pupils make good progressin
their work in English, mathematics and science as they move through the school.  Although,
in mogt of the lessons observed during the ingpection the pupils made very good gainsin
ther learning. Ther progress in developing the kills of creetive writing isvery good in dll
year groups. Ingpection findings and the national test results indicate that the school has
been successful in railsing standards of attainment in these subjects since the time of the
previous ingpection in 1996.

In both the infant and junior classes pupils listen carefully to wheat their teachers and other
pupils say. They spesk clearly and with confidence, using a good range of vocabulary.

They are willing to discuss their work and look for opportunities to engage in conversation
with adults. All pupils are enthusiagtic readers. Y ounger pupils use arange of drategies
when reading, and are confident when tackling new words. Older pupils generdly read
fluently and with very good expresson. They can talk about authors and express opinions
about their preferences. Due to the very good support they receive, pupils with difficultiesin
learning make very good overdl progress, achieving good standardsin view of their learning
difficulties. The skills of handwriting are taught systematicaly throughout the school.

Y ounger pupils develop clear, well-formed letters of gppropriate sze. By theend of Year 2
most can write in accurately punctuated sentences. Throughout the junior years, good
atention is paid to the different dements of writing. Asaresult, pupils writing demongrates
aconfident use of the structures and organisation of language. 1n many cases their work
shows a mature awareness of the reader and the need to adjust the style of their writing to
reflect its purpose. Handwriting is dways legible and generaly indicates the acquisition of a
fluent, cursive style, whether using pencil or, asis more usud, pen and ink.

Pupils atainment in mathematicsis at least in line with the landard expected nationdly. In

number work very young pupils can count accurately to10 and record Smple addition facts.
Older infant pupils work at an appropriate level when usng money, and sequence numbers

to0 100. Pupilsin Year 2 can count in twos, threes, fours, fives and tens, and understand the
vaue of digits up to 1000. Junior pupils can caculate mentaly with reasonable speed and
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11

12

13

accuracy, using doubles, multiplication facts and positive and negative numbers. Pupilsin

Y ears 3 and 4 can measure accurately in centimetres. They can explain what perimeter is,
and use the rule “length add width times 2’ to calculate as well as messure the perimeter of
four sided shapes such as squares and rectangles. Older pupils measure with precison in
millimetres and express the outcomes as centimetres. They can describe the properties of a
range of four-sided shapes, and explore successfully the likely size of theanglesin a
rhombus. They understand the concept of area, and apply this to the caculation of the area
of triangles and irregular shapes.

In science, pupils make generaly good progress as they move through the school. By the
age of seven, they are able to classify materids such as paper, plastic, wood and
polystyrene according to arange of properties including whether items are flexible, rigid,
opaque or transparent. They use correct terminology and record their work using a variety
of methods. Pupilsin the later years of the junior stage are able to discuss their work and
explain ther findings, for example in relation to the exploration of force. They have a secure
understanding of the notion of fair testing and how to ensure that an investigation reflects this.
They compare their predictions with the outcomes of their investigations, and are able to
identify reasons for any differences.

Pupils are able to apply and consolidate their numeracy skillswell across arange of
subjects, for examplein their accurate measuring in science. Literacy skills are employed in
the reading and writing tasks they complete in history, geography, music and art. Progress
over time for most pupilsin literacy and numeracy isgood. In the lessons observed during
the inspection, however, most pupils made very good gainsin the development of the skills
of literacy and numeracy. Progressin information and communication technology and
religious education is satisfactory, and mogt infant and junior pupils attain the standards
expected for their ages.

Pupils make very good progress in art and music throughout the school, achieving high
gandards. Dueto limited evidence, it is not possible to make judgements about progress
and the stlandards attained in history, geography, design and technology and physica
education.

Pupils with specid educationd needs are very well supported by their teachers and the
teaching assgtants. Asaresult, in the long term, they make very good overal progress
towards achieving the individud targets set for them. However, observations a the time of
the ingpection indicated that they were making very good gainsin their learning.

Since 1999 the school has set targets for pupils aged seven and eleven to attain in English.
Similarly, targets for the oldest pupils have been determined for mathematics. The targets
are based on the outcomes of regular assessments made each year and the tracking of
individua pupils progress over time. Reflecting the abilities of each particular year group,
the targets are adjusted annudly. They are gppropriate, redistic and chalenging. The
school ison track to achieve the targets forecast for the current Y ear 6 pupils.

Pupils attitudes, values and per sonal development
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The pupils behaviour and attitudes to school and learning are excdllent. Their persond
development is of avery high gandard. The qudity of dl relationships within the school is
outstanding. All of these are a strength of the school, and contribute to the good progress
that pupils makein ther learning. Attendance iswell above the national average.

The pupils enjoy coming to school because the activities provided for them are interesting,
varied and ddivered in away that makes learning fun. From the moment they arrive in the
morning they want to be involved and make the most of the opportunities provided. The
work they do voluntarily a home, in addition to the homework they are set, demondtrates
thiswell. They enjoy learning, have a curiosity for knowledge and are eager to share and
talk about what they have done. They are friendly, confident and courteous and make
vigtorsto the school fed particularly welcome and part of the school “family”. Inthisvery
small school, pupils of al ages work and play together very well. They work with
concentration, perseverance and a determination to succeed, whether engaged as
individuas, in pairs, or groups. Thiswas very gpparent in amusic lesson when four pupils
playing arange of instruments practised “Music for aMasked Ball” asan ensemble. In
order to maintain the same tempo, each pupil followed an individua music score and a the
same time had to listen to the others as they played their own insruments. They did this
successfully.

Pupils under five settle very quickly in the secure Situation where their brothers and sisters
are e@ther in the same room or next door. Reflecting the role model provided by older
pupils, they behave very well indeed and are dways keen to play an active part in the
activities offered. Ther willingness to learn and the devel oping independence they show
help them move forward a a good pace in their learning.

The behaviour seen during the ingpection, both in lessons and outside during playtimes and
lunchtime, was dways of the highest sandard. Both the pupils and staff regard this as
norma and to be expected. Consequently, it represents a solid foundation on which
teachers can build their teaching and the learning that everyone comes to school to engage
in. The pupils expect to work hard. They are enthusiastic in lessons, and respond very well
to the activities provided. They show respect for their teachers, each other and the school
building, materiads and equipment. Parentsfed that the school has high expectations of
pupils atitudes and behaviour and this was confirmed to be the case during the ingpection.
There have been no exclusions.

Pupils are aware of themsdlves as learners, and happily accept a share of the responsibility
for ensuring they make progress. They welcome the opportunities their teachers provide to
think about how well they have completed their work and reflect on how they could do
better. For example, after an activity when pupils composed music on the theme of water, a
pupil wrote, “ If we had worked more as agroup instead of listening to one person, | think
we would have accomplished more’. Pupils voluntarily take action to keep the classrooms
tidy. They see what needs to be done and do it without reference to adults and with no idea
of reward. Older pupils recognise their responghbility to set agood example for younger
pupils. They understand the effect of their actions on others, for example modifying their
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playground games when sharing the open space with infants. They fulfil their roles as
monitors sensbly and with asense of pride. From the time they join the school as under-
fives, children welcome the chances they are given to acquire independence, for example
when choosing the medium they will work in to decorate fish they have drawn during an art
lesson. Opportunities to demongrate their skills, for example by reading a poem they have
written or Snging a hymn aonein assembly, are seized upon eagerly with an obvious sense
of pride but dso of fun.

The pupils enjoy the close relaionships with each other and the st&ff that are possible in this
smal school. Pupils want to please their teachers, acknowledging their expertise and striving
to earn their gpproval. They know that they are valued asindividuads. Thereisan
atmosphere of mutua respect that underpins dl that goes on. Pupilslisten carefully to each
other aswell asto their teachers, and frequently make supportive and positive comments
about each other’ swork. When a'Year 5 pupil sang ahymn aone during an assembly, one
pupil commented, “ She'sthe next Charlotte Church!” and others agreed. No oppressive
behaviour was seen during the inspection. The overdl feding created is of an extended,

heppy family.

Attendance rates are consstently very good. For the year 1999/2000 attendance was very
high compared with other schools.  Authorised absence was below the nationd average,
and there were no recorded instances of unauthorised absence. During the ingpection, the
attendance pupils was affected by the redtrictions on movement imposed as aresult of the
nationa epidemic of foot and mouth disease. Regidration is efficiently undertaken asa
whole school, and used both as asocid event and to mark the officid start of theday. The
smal amount of lateness reflects local weather conditions rather than pupils' reluctance to
attend.

HOW WELL ARE PUPILSTAUGHT?

21

22

The pupils are taught in two classes. The three reception children and the seven infant pupils
are taught together in one very smal classsoom. The twenty-two junior pupils are taught in
the second and dightly larger classsroom. Thereis no other teaching space in the school
except for avery smdl, narrow room which serves as the office, the kitchen, the staffroom,
headteacher’ s office and withdrawa room for teaching up to three pupils. Thisroom aso
forms the entrance to the school. Only one activity at atime can be undertaken in this small
gpoace. The limited accommodation for teaching and learning requires careful managing to
ensure that it does not have a detrimental effect upon the quality of the education provided.

Sixteen teaching sessions were observed during the two and a haf days the ingpectors were
vigting the school. Eight observations of teaching by qudified teechers and eight by teaching
assigantswere made. Thisisasmal overal sample and isinsufficient to make secure
judgements about the quaity of teaching in each subject of the school’s curriculum.
However, the sample does provide an overview of the quality of teaching in the school asa
whole. The ingpectors focused on the teaching of English and mathematics and observed
the teaching of these subjectsin both classes.
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24

25

26

27

The quality of teaching seen in the school was consstently very good. In both classesit
ranged from good to excellent. No teaching was observed that was lessthan good. This
represents a congderable improvement on the quaity of teaching reported following the last
ingpection of the school in 1996. Teaching in ten lessons (62%) was very good or better, in
five of these lessons teaching was excdlent. The qudity of teaching in the remaining Sx
lessons (37%) was good. This high quadity of teaching by al members of gaff isvery
commendable and has a very positive effect upon the progress, achievements and learning
experiences of dl the pupils.

At the time of the inspection there were three children in the reception year. These children
were taught together with the seven infant pupils. The reception and infant pupils were
taught by both qudified teachers and by both teaching assstants each week. The work of
the classis very ably managed and organised by the part-time teaching. The qudlity of
teaching in this class was very good, ranging from good to excellent. The children benefited
from the four adults very good subject knowledge and awareness of the needs of young
learners, together with their ability to make learning rlevant and fun. For example, the
pupils benefit from the expertise of one of the part-time teaching assstants who isamusic
gpecidist. Her love of mudc, talent as a musician and sense of humour, combined with her
very good teaching skills, made music in the school hugely enjoyable and helped the pupils
to attain high standards in the subject.

Theindividud learning and development needs of these young pupils were clearly
understood and met by dl those involved in their education. The children were secure in the
“family” environment, were confident and enjoyed the relaxed and close relationship with
their teachers. They were encouraged to contribute to the organisation of the lessons and
were gaining independence through being offered choices in how they might complete their
work. Theteachers planning of work for the reception children reflected the different areas
of learning appropriately. Theteachers planning for the Years 1 and 2 infant pupils was
appropriately based on the nationd requirements for pupils of their age.

A number of factors contributed to the high quality of teaching of these young pupils. For
example, the activities set for the pupils were closdy matched to their individua learning
needs and the teachers took full advantage of the favourable pupils/ teacher ratio to work
with individua pupils, encouraging and motivating them. In addition, the dlose, trusting

rel ationships between the pupils and the teachers helped the pupils to fed secure in tackling
new and chalenging activities. Teachers have high expectations of the pupils, but at the
same time make the experience of learning enjoyable.

Like the pupilsin the infant class, the pupilsin the junior class benefit from being taught by
both teachers and both teaching assstants each week. The quality of teaching in the junior
class was very good overall and ranged from good to excdllent. A tota of nine lessonswere
observed in the junior class and included English, mathematics, science, music, art and
history. A common eement in the teaching that made it so effective was the way in which
teachers moved individua pupils on in their learning in a sengtive, but purpossful and
chdlenging manner. In the lessons observed, the teachers had high expectations of what the
pupils should achieve. The teachers demongtrated a very good knowledge of what
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individua pupils know and can do. Work was set that appropriately stretched each pupil,
without being so difficult that he / she lost heart and became demordised. For example, in
an English lesson, seven different levels of work were set to accommodate the needs of the
pupils. In addition, the teacher provided individua assstance for pupils, helping them to
overcome difficulties.

Lessonsin the junior class were well organised, with the pupils being very clear about what
they had to achieve. For example, in an English lesson designed to help the pupilsto
develop their literacy sKills, the teacher explained clearly what he wanted each pupil to do.
He treated the pupils with great respect and conducted the lesson in avery calm but
purposeful manner. The pupils responded well, demonsirating cons derable independence
and maturity in managing their own learning. When they were required to work in small
groups, they did so in asensible and congtructive way. The teacher of this lesson knew the
pupils very well and was able to play on their strengths to give them confidence, whilst
chdlenging them to think and learn. This promoted very good learning.

The teaching in the junior classis very effective in helping the pupils to make consstently
good progress over time. In most the lessons observed during the ingpection the pupils
made very good gainsin their learning. Although the approach to recording what has been
taught and what the pupils have learned is mainly informa.

The kills of literacy and numeracy were effectively taught during the ingpection. The
teachers were guided by the strategies recommended nationdly for teaching the skills of
literacy and numeracy. The school had appropriately modified these strategies so that they
more effectively met the needs of the wide age and &bility range in each class.

The teaching of pupils with specid educationd needs was very good. Classwork is
carefully tailored to their specific needs and they receive much one-to-one adult support.
For example, during one English lesson in the junior class, ateaching assstant with particular
expertise in the English language worked with a pupil helping him to plan a piece of cregtive
writing. With this focused and skilled support, the pupil made very good progress and was
able to continue the activity on his own.

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED
TO PUPILS?

32

33

The school provides a broad, reasonably balanced and rich curriculum that meets statutory
requirements. This represents improvement since the previous ingpection, when the balance
of time spent on English, mathematics and science by infant pupils was judged to be
unsatisfactory. The wide range of activities and experiences accurately reflects the school’s
dated ams and values and the pupils’ interests and abilities. Nationa and locally avallable
guidance has been considered and gppropriately modified to create a carefully structured
plan for the teaching of the curriculum to al pupils regardless of age, gender or ahility.

Literacy and numeracy are taught each day. All other subjects are included in weekly
timetables, mainly as separate lessons, athough history, geography and some e ements of
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design and technology are combined in atopic approach. Topics are generdly planned on a
termly basis. By giving a particular subject focus to each topic, the staff ensure that over
time pupils acquire the knowledge, skills and understanding related to each subject. The
locally agreed syllabus provides a structure for the planning of lessonsin religious educeation.
The teaching of art and music is organised in topics delivered by specidist teaching assstants
and is extremdy successful in providing curriculum opportunities of the highest qudity in
these aress.

There are only two classesin the school. Theinfant class contains al pupilsaged 4to 7
years (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2), and the junior class contains al pupilsaged 7 to 11
years (Years 310 6). The school has adopted a combination of longer-term planning
approaches to overcome the difficulties posed by the wide age-range in each class. Thusin
the junior years most subjects are taught to a four-year plan, ensuring that the content is not
repested as pupils move from Year 3to Year 6. The teaching of skillsisrelated very
closaly to each pupil’s stage of development, and matched to individua needs whenever
possble. Swimming istaught as part of the programme for physica education in the junior
years.

Policies for each subject give a brief outline of what pupils will experience each year. In
addition, there are policies covering Early Y ears and liaison with other schools. The
planning of the curriculum for infant pupilsis detalled, structured and designed to build on
what pupils have aready learned. 1t enables the teacher to plan individud lessons that
reflect this ructure and effectively move pupils forward in their learning. This represents
improvement since the previous ingpection. However, the planning of the junior stage
curriculumisless detailed. 1ts written form lacks the information necessary to ensure that a
teacher new to the school could implement the curriculum effectively so asto enable dl
pupils to make progress from what they had dreedy learned. It relies heavily on the
memory and knowledge of the teacher who currently teaches the pupils for the mgjority of
thetime. Arrangements for the monitoring of planning in this two-teacher school are
informd, relying on the daily discussions that take place about what pupils are to experience.

The curriculum is enriched by awel-planned programme of visitsto places of interest and
vigtors who bring awedth of expertise to schoal for pupils to benefit from. In addition to
day vigtsto such indtitutions as the Halle Orchestra and Carlide Cathedrd, resdentia visits
occur regularly and are very successful in enhancing pupils persond and socid skills such as
sf-organisation, group awareness and independence, as well as supporting the curriculum.
The very secure knowledge teachers have of individua pupils and their home circumstances
is used to very good effect in meeting pupils needs in relation to hedlth, sex and persond
safety issues induding drug misuse.

The curriculum planned for pupils below the age of compulsory education has been
amended to reflect the nationa godsfor early learning. These pupils are taught aongsde
pupils aged Sx and seven. The congraints of the building limit the flexibility and options
available for the organisation of their learning. This does pose difficultiesin providing these
pupils — currently there are three —with the structured play, practica activities and physical
development opportunities that their stage of growth warrants. The school does what it can
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to compensate for these shortcomings. For example, a game approach is frequently used in
many lessons. Drama, such as playing the role of soldiersin the Crimean War, Stretches
pupils imaginations and encourages them to act out their ideas. Vidtsto places such asthe
Sands Centre in Carlide give pupils the chance to use climbing gpparatus and large
congtruction equipment. The school’s music teacher visits the playgroup attended by most
pupils. Thislink isuseful in helping to prepare pupils for ther introduction to schoal.

The teaching of literacy and numeracy, whilst clearly reflecting the nationa dtrategies, has
necessarily and successfully been modified to meet the school’ s specific circumstances. In
the infant class, the teacher maintains a planning book covering the term’s work, broken
down into weekly units. A three-year rolling programme of content is effective in avoiding
repetition of activities, dthough points for learning are revisited regularly. Whole dass input
isthen geared to individua pupil’ s needs through the teaching of pupilsin three digtinct
groups, sometimes with the support of ateaching assstant or parent helper. These
arrangements are effective in moving pupils on a agood rate in their learning. Junior age
pupils are taught whenever possible as at least two groups. Although these are usudly
based on pupils ages, the groupings are reviewed annudly and adjusted to reflect the
overal compogtion of the class. The specific expertise of ateaching assgtant is used to
very good effect when she teaches cregtive writing to these groups on aregular basis.
Lessons are very clearly focused on ether reading or writing. Although the planning isless
detailed, pupils good progressisthe result of the teacher’ s very secure knowledge of their
needs and what he intends them to learn.

The condraints of the building are alimiting factor affecting the activities provided other than
lessons during the school day. Nevertheless, with the support of parents, pupils take part in
skills coaching in football and netbal and activities including matches a another school. The
headteacher provides literacy booster classes after school.

The schoal is passonate in its determination that al pupils will be given the same
opportunities to engage in learning activities appropriate to their needs and interests. Itisfor
this reason, for example, that al pupils are offered the chance to learn to play amusical
indrument, regardless of their ability. Sengtive management of this Stuation ensuresthet all
pupils experience success and are encouraged to persevere. The very good level of support
made available to pupils who find it difficult to learn is successful in giving them accessto the
full range of curriculum opportunities and ensuring that they make progress a arate Smilar
to other pupils of their age. At the time of the previous ingpection, the school was criticised
for falling sufficiently to meet the needs of pupils of aove average ability. In avariety of
ways, for example enabling a pupil to work with older pupilsin mathemétics, the school has
succeeded in improving the opportunitiesit offers such pupils. There were occasond
examples noted of work in mathematics that did not sufficiently stretch the highest attaining

pupils.

The school has joined with other local small schools to creete a group offering one another
mutua support. Thistakesthe form of jointly planned resdentid vigts, sharing resources
and adding to project loan resources available through the Library Service. An example of
this successful collaboration isthe joint purchase of a CD-ROM system from which pupils
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benefit directly when engaging in class activities and persond research.

Provision for pupils spiritud, mord, culturd and persona development is consigtertly very
good. Provison for socia development is excellent, and an area of particular strength.

In addition to moments of quiet reflection for pupils during assemblies, the curriculum
provides adimension to pupils experience that goes beyond the acquisition of knowledge,
skills and understanding. Through the richness of the experiences teachers provide, and the
opportunities for discusson these give rise to, pupils gain awareness of their own reactions
and fedingsto particular issues. A good exampleisthe study of war that pupils undertook
through exploring Picasso’s painting “Guernica’. Here, they were asked to identify their
own reaction to the horror depicted. Their work, and the way they till discussiit,
demondtrates the depth of fedling they experienced and the self-knowledge they gained from
the activity.

The schoal is very successful in developing inits pupils a dear understanding of right and
wrong, as well as the foundations of a code of behaviour and set of vaues to equip them for
the respongibilities of adult life. In their dedlings both with each other and the pupils, dl
adultsin the school set an excellent example for the pupilsto follow. The family amosphere
promotes a sense of security but also of persond responsibility, as the impact on others of
what each individua doesis so immediatdly gpparent.

The excellence of the school’s provision for pupils socid development isadirect reflection
of the qudlity of the relationships found within the school. Pupilsin this school know they are
vaued for the individuas they are by dl the adultsthere. They are dso aware of the
consgtently high expectations the school has of them. Because they fed secure and part of
the family community, they are caring of each other, thoughtful in their responses and eager
to please. They work together easly and with awillingness to share, modifying their own
wishes and viewsin response to others. Asaresult of the opportunities given them to gain
independence, they are becoming sdf-reiant, articulate and confident young people.

In thisrura and remote community, pupils come into contact, through the rich experiences
their teachers provide, with cultures and lifestyles not represented localy but found in
abundance in the wider society. Explorations of literature, music, drama, art and history and
lifestyles of other peoples dl make vauable contributions to the richness of pupils
experiences. For example, the simulus for the puppets made by younger pupils during the
ingpection was a Javanese puppet made by their teacher. The school’ s very good provision
for pupils culturd development succeedsin preparing pupilsfor life in amulti-cultura
society, aswdl as giving them a clear understanding of the traditions of their own culture

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITSPUPILS?

47

The school isavery friendly and caring community in which dl pupils are vaued and
supported. All staff set high standards for pupils and act as very good role models. They
have a clear understanding of pupils academic and persona progress and very effectively
promote exceptiondly high standards of discipline and good behaviour.
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The school ensures that the welfare of pupilsis excellent. Arrangements for first aid and for
medicinesin school are good. There are appropriate arrangements in place to ensure
pupils hedth and safety. Regular hedlth and safety checks are carried out and a governor
has recently accepted responghility for health and safety. There are no mgor health and
safety issues outstanding. Teachers pay good attention to safe practice in lessons and pupils
are taught to be aware of their own safety and that of others. The school has no
playground. Pupils play on the common land surrounding the school. Staff ensure that
pupils are very well supervised a al times when they are outsde the building and that pupils
know what to do on the infrequent occasions when traffic gpproaches.

The schoal followsthe Loca Educationa Authority’s procedures for child protection and all
gaff know these. The head teacher has responsibility for child protection issues and has
recelved gppropriate training in child protection issues. Liaison with outside agenciesis
effective.

The school hasin place awide range of drategies for successfully assessng and monitoring
pupils academic progress, including the Early Y ears basdline assessments, annud standard
asessment tests and regular standardised reading tests. Information from these assessments
is used wdl when teachers plan for future learning and this represents a Sgnificant
improvement since the previous ingpection, when this area was judged to be a weakness.
However, thereisinconsstency in the way records of assessment are kept, with the best
practice in the early years and infant class. In the junior classroom, recording of assessment
isinformd, which limitsits effectiveness, particularly if the permanent teacher isaway. This
has aready been identified as an areafor development by the school. However, work in
lessonsisin practice well matched to pupils ability. Good records are kept of pupils
performance and progressin the infant class.

The school identifies any specid educationd needs a an early stage, and draws up individua
plans for the pupils concerned. These plans enable staff to focus gppropriate individua
support very effectively; and pupils with specid educationd needs receive good levels of
help that ensure they make good progress. The school carries out regular reviews of dl
pupils with specia educationa needs and complies with the conditions of the statements for
the pupils with forma statements of need.

Procedures for monitoring behaviour and for promoting good behaviour are excdllent and
firmly based on the extremely high expectations of al staff. The success of the procedures
represents a mgor strength of the school’ swork. Thereisavery high leve of consstency in
the way teachers manage behaviour and they use praise extremely effectively. This ensures
that pupils are very well motivated. Pupils are dmost aways kept on task in the classroom
and disruptive behaviour is not tolerated by staff or by the pupilsthemsalves. The
management of behaviour is generaly unobtrusve so it israre for lessontimeto belogt. The
ethos of the school ensures that little bullying occurs and pupils are confident thet thereis
aways an adult to turn to in time of need.

The school monitors attendance well. The expectations for the reporting of absence are
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made very clear to parents, who amost ways comply with them. The school promotes the
importance of regular attendance to parents and is successful in achieving high levels of
attendance. On the rare occasions when parents have not contacted the school to explain
an absence, the secretary telephones home, usudly by 9.30 am. The school has
appropriate procedures in place to monitor punctuality but latenessisrare,

Teachers know pupils and their families very well and use this knowledge effectively and
sengtively to guide their pastora care. Across the school, pupils persond development is
effectively monitored and in the infant classroom thisiswell recorded. In the junior
classroom monitoring is lessforma, though of avery high standard. Pupils are confident to
approach staff with any problems and know they are valued in school. Pupils with specia
educationd needs receive well-targeted individua help and support. This enables them to
make good and often very good progress.

HOW WELL DOESTHE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS?
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Parents support the school wholeheartedly. Nearly dl families were represented at the
parents meeting with the registered inspector prior to the inspection and twenty-nine
questionnaires were return expressing the views of the parents. Thisindicates that all
families with a child at the school return a questionnaire. Parents strongly believe that their
children are happy to go to school. They consder that their children achieve their full
potential. Parents are very supportive of the staff and consider that their children are very
well taught. They believe that the school monitors progress, both academic and socid, very
caefully. Itisseen asavery caring school where dl children are well known as individuds.
Parents aso appreciate the excellent standards of behaviour, the mora vaues and respect
for others fostered by the school. A sgnificant number of parents have chosen to send their
children to the school in preference to other schoolsin the locdity because of its good
reputation. Inspection evidence fully supports these positive views of the school. There
were no mgor issues of concern arising from the parents meeting or the parents
guestionnaire.

The school provides a good range of information for parents. The prospectus and annua
report of governors contain the full range of required information. Prospective parents are
welcome to vigt the school with their child. Very postive relationships are established with
al parents and maintained through regular contact.

The school welcomes parents who wish at any time to discussther child's progress or any
concernsthey may have. Parents are confident that any concerns are taken serioudy. Two
parents consultation evenings are held each year, one towards the end of the autumn term
and one after annua reports are issued in the summer term.  Attendance at consultation
eveningsisgood. The annud reports demongtrate clearly the excellent knowledge teachers
have of their pupils and provide a clear picture of each pupil’s strengths. However,
progressis not consstently well reported in terms of specific gainsin skills, knowledge and
understanding in each subject and targets for improvement are not consstently included.
The best practice isin the core subjects of English, mathematics and science. Other
subjects including religious education share a page of the report; which prevents teachers
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from giving any detail. Most comments on subjects such as higory, art, music and physica
educetion are redtricted to asingle sentence. This provides limited information to parents.
However, the very high quaity of marking seen in pupils books ensures that parents are
well informed about progress and about what their child needs to do in order to improve his
or her work. Coupled with the excellent informa contact between parents and staff, parents
arein practice very wdl informed and in a good postion to help their child improve.

Parents provide considerable support for the work of the school. Some comeinona
regular basisto help in the classroom.  Others provide transport for visits, such asto Carlide
cathedral, and to sports activities at other schools. A parent runs the netbal sessions after
school. Very good support was provided recently when a parent brought a tame raven into
schoal to simulate some outstanding creetive writing and art work in the junior class. The
resulting book is being sold to support school funds. Parents make the costumes and sets
for the school productions. The annud pantomime and other school events are very well
supported, not only by parents but aso by the community asawhole. The school benefits
greatly from the fund raising activities of the Friends Association. In recent years, the
association has raised money for computers and currently the focus is on the proposed
extenson.

Pupils take books home on adaily basis. All pupils have areading record that provides a
clear record of the books they have read and the progress they are making. Both parents
and gaff make effective use of the reading record, especialy to encourage and praise.

Other homework is set but there is no timetable for regular, weekly homework. Pearents are
uncertain about the amount and frequency of homework but are confident that the teachers
aways check it.

The schoal is very successful in developing ared partnership with dl parents and benefits
from the high levels of support it receives from them. This area of the school’swork isa
strength and was recognised as such when the school was last inspected in 1996.

HOW WELL ISTHE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED?
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Thisvery smal rurd school is effectively and efficiently led and managed. The headteacher
isan effective leeder. His quiet and sengitive gpproach is well matched to the specific needs
of thissmadl school. Heiswell respected by the parents and staff who appreciate his open,
gpproachable and friendly leadership style. Under his leadership the school has made
ggnificant improvements since its last ingpection and iswdl Stuated to improve further in a
balanced and well-considered manner.

The headteacher is the only full-time member of staff. The systems and procedures that are
in place for the day-to-day management of the school reflect its Size and character and are
gppropriately informa and enable the school to operate without undue paperwork and time
consuming adminidrative ectivities. The schoal is very effective in managing the limited
accommodation and ensuring thet it does not have a Sgnificant detrimental effect upon the
education of the pupils.
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63 All members of gaff are fully involved in the life and work of the school and take an active
part in supporting its development. The part-time teacher takes overdl responghility for the
management of the reception and infant pupils, and plays amgor part in the development of
the school’ s curriculum, policies and practices. The two part-time teaching assstants so
make magor contributions to the development of the curriculum and school policies. The
gaff, including the non-teaching staff, work together as an effective team and ably support
the work of the headteacher in the smooth running of the school. The school aff team has
aclear, shared commitment to improving the education provided by the school and hasthe
capacity to succeed.

64 Many members of the governing body are new. However, they are very involved in the
work and life of the school and are effectively led by the Chairman, who is very
knowledgesble about the responghilities of the governing body and the school’ s strengths
and weeknesses. The governing body fulfils its statutory duties, has a clear long-term vison
for the school and takes afull and active part in shaping the direction of the school’s
development.

65 The schoal evauates the performance of its pupils and makes comparisons with nationa
expectations and averages. The very smal number of pupilsin each year group does mean
that any comparisons are treated with great caution. However, the school does use the
information to monitor its overd| rate of improvement.

66 The school has an accurate understanding of its strengths and wesknesses. Some
weeknesses, such as the limitations of accommodation, are difficult to resolve in the short
term. However, the school’ s development plan does correctly identify the important areas
for development.

67 The governing body sets the school budget after careful consideration of the financia needs
of the school’ s development plan. The finances available to the school are gppropriatey
dlocated to staffing, resources for learning, premises and improvements. The governing
body has in place effective financia control and adminisiration procedures. The school is
fully aware of the principles of ‘best vaue and employs them to good effect.

68 The effective leadership and management of the school have avery postive effect upon the
qudlity of the education provided. The school provides very good vaue for money.

WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER?

69 Thisisavery effective smdl rurd school. It has correctly identified areas for improvement in
its development plan and should continue to follow this programme for improvement.

70 Asa priority, the school should develop and introduce procedures that ensure that more

detailed written records are kept of teachers planning of pupils work and of pupils
achievementsin the junior class.
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection

Number of lessons observed 16
Number of discussons with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 32
Summary of teaching observed during the inspection
Excdlent Very good Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor
31 31 37 0 0 0 0
The table gives the percentage of teaching observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about |essons.
I nformation about the school’ s pupils
Pupils on the school’sroll Nursery | YR-Y6
Number of pupils on the school’sroll (FTE for part-time pupils) 0 32
Number of full-time pupils digible for free school meds 0 0
FTE means full-time equivalent.
Special educational needs Nursery | YR-Y6
Number of pupils with statements of specia educationa needs 1
Number of pupils on the school’s specia educationa needs register 4
English as an additional language No of
pupils
Number of pupils with English as an additiond language 0
Pupil mobility in the last school year No of
pupils
Pupils who joined the school other than at the usud time of first admisson 1
Pupils who left the school other than at the usud time of leaving 1
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Attendance

Authorised absence % Unauthorised absence %
School data 31 School data 0
National comparative data 52 National comparative data 0.5

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.
Ethnic background of pupils Exclusionsin the last school year

No of pupils Fixed period | Permanent

Black — Caribbean heritage 0 Black — Caribbean heritage 0 0
Black — African heritage 0 Black — African heritage 0 0
Black — other 0 Black — other 0 0
Indian 0 Indian 0 0
Pakistani 0 Pakistani 0 0
Bangladeshi 0 Bangladeshi 0 0
Chinese 0 Chinese 0 0
White 32 White 0 0
Any other minority ethnic 0 Other minority ethnic 0 0
group groups

This table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only.

Teachers and classes

Qualified teachersand classess Y R-Y 6

This table gives the number of exclusions of pupils of compulsory school
age, which may be different from the number of pupils excluded.

Financial information

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) 1.8 Financia year 1999/2000
Number of pupils per qualified teacher 18
Average class size 16 £
Tota income 99195
Education support staff: Y R-Y 6 Tota expenditure 98295
Total number of education support staff 2 Expenditure per pupil 2730
Total aggregate hours worked per week 21 Balance brought forward from 1223
previous year
Balance carried forward to next 2123
year
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Results of the survey of parents and carers

Quedtionnairereturn rate

Per centage of responsesin each category

My child likes school.
My child is making good progress in school.

Behaviour in the schoal is good.

My child gets the right amount of work to do at
home.

Theteaching is good.
| am kept wel informed about how my child is

Qgetting on.

| would fed comfortable about approaching the
school with questions or a problem.

The school expects my child to work hard and
achieve his or her best.

The school works closely with parents.

The school iswell led and managed.

The schoal is heping my child become mature
and responsible.

The school provides an interesting range of
activities outsde lessons.
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Number of questionnaires sent out 32
Number of questionnaires returned 29
Strongly | Tendto | Tendto | Strongly | Don't
agree agree | disagree | disagree | know
79 17 3 0 0
79 21 0 0 0
76 24 0 0 0
59 31 10 0 0
90 10 0 0 0
90 10 0 0 0
93 7 0 0 0
90 10 0 0 0
93 7 0 0 0
90 10 0 0 0
83 17 0 0 0
48 24 21 0 0




PART D: THE STANDARDS AND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREAS OF THE
CURRICULUM, SUBJECTS AND COURSES

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

71
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Thisisavery and| two-class school with atotd of thirty-two pupilsonroll. At the time of
the ingpection, there were three children in the reception year, adthough due to the outbreak
of foot and mouth disease in the locdity, only two were present. Prior to entering the
reception class in September, most children have attended aloca playgroup. Childrenin
the reception year are taught in the same class as the rest of the infant-aged pupils.

From evidence provided by the class teacher and the assessments made early in the autumn
term, there are indications thet, athough there are wide variationsin what individua pupils
know, understand and can do, their levels of attainment overal have been in recent years
broadly smilar to those found nationdly. Evidence gained through observing lessons,
looking at the children’s work and talking to them and their teacher indicates that these
young children make good progress in the areas of gpesking and listening, reading and
writing, mathematical development, knowledge and understanding of the world, cregtive
development and persond, social and emotiona development. By the time they dtart
compulsory education, most have achieved the nationd gods set for their early learning in
these areas of their work. Thereisinsufficient evidence from the ingpection to make
judgements about overall sandards in physica development.

The children are taught during each week by both of the school’ s qualified teachers and the
two teaching assstants. From observations of lessons seen during the inspection, the
teaching they experienced ranged from good to excdllent, and was of very good quality
overdl. The specific expertise in music and art of the teaching ass stants was exploited well.
The children benefit from dl adults very good subject knowledge and avareness of the
needs of young learners, together with their ability to make learning fun. Pupils are securein
the “family” environment and quickly become confident, enjoying the rdlaxed and close
relaionships with their teachers. They are encouraged to contribute to the organisation of
lessons and gain independence through being offered choicesin how they will complete their
work.

Teachers planning of work for these pupils reflects the different areas of learning
appropriately, and is based on the school’ s policy for the Early Years. This represents
improvement since the time of the previous ingpection. The smdl sze of theinfant class—
there are deven pupils aged four to seven — means that much of the teaching and learning is
matched to individua pupils needs. Resources are easly accessible and pupils are
expected to obtain them for themsalves. However, the limited space available and the needs
of older pupilsin the class do redtrict the opportunities for structured play, dressing up and
role-play, sand and water exploration and the use of large play equipment and balancing and
climbing apparatus. The school doeswhat it can to compensate for these limitations.

Personal, social and emotional development
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In this very amdl school where afamily aimosphere permestes schodl life, children in their
reception year find it essy to settle and quickly fedl secure, conscious of their older brothers
and sgtersin ether the same room or next door. The close rel ationships established
between the children and dl adults are the key to the successful development of the
children’s socid skills. Whether working done, in asmal group or in the larger whole
school Stuation, the children are confident to take part. They learn school routines quickly,
and know what is expected of them. Asaresult, they work hard and with good levels of
concentration and perseverance. Their enjoyment and enthusiasm, for example during a
literacy lesson when they supplied the correct letter sounds for ‘ Croaker’, a confused tiger
puppet, are indications of how secure they are as individuas within the school community.
They welcome opportunities to become independent, such as choosing which medium to
work in during an art lesson, and clearing up later on.

Communication, language and literacy

76

Pupils lisen well and are able to follow ingtructions. They spesk clearly and confidently,
using avocabulary appropriate to their age. They join in class and whole-school
discussions, expressing their ideas and communicating well with others about the work they
aredoing. They listen to, enjoy and retdll stories, their comments on events and characters
demondtrating their understanding and interest. They make a good start in reading, and are
able to name individud letters and the sounds they make. They have begun to put sounds
together to make smple words, and recognise by sight a growing number of words.
Through their enjoyment of the Sories they are told, they are aready developing alove of
literature including poetry. They show good control of writing tools and can form |etters
correctly. They tdl an adult what they want to write, and this is then written for them. Asa
result, they fed ownership of their work and are keen to write more. From writing over the
teacher’ swords, they progress to copying accurately what she has written. They attempt to
write Smple words independently, and are very proud of what they achieve,

Mathematics development

77

The children count confidently and accurately from zero to ten and beyond. They havea
secure understanding of the concept of addition, reinforced through the singing and action
gamesthey enjoy. During avery effective lesson observed, a child created the mathematica
gatement 5+ 2 + 3 =10. The children recognise the vaue of coins and, in a shop game,
bought and gave the correct change for items up to10p. With help they perform smple
subtraction caculations. They are dready working beyond the gods set for the end of thelr
reception year. The atention they recaive as asmal group when taught by ether the
teacher or the teaching assstant is successful in promoting their good rate of progress.

Milburn Primary School - 30



Knowledge and understanding of the world
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The children’s knowledge of the world in which they live and beyond is good for their age.
Through role-play when they became soldiers wounded during the Crimean War, they have
agrowing avareness of the past and some important figures who lived long ago, for
example Horence Nightingde. They use their sensesto explore their environment,
expressng ther likes and didikes of what is around them, and increasing their understanding
of the smilarities and differences between such materias as wood, plagtic and paper. They
can name different parts of their bodies and are aware of how these festures vary, for
example by comparing the colour of each other’s eyes. They are familiar with computers
and how these can be used to help them work.

Physical development

79

The children demondirate good levels of control in their use of writing, drawing, cutting and
painting tools. They have many opportunities to develop these skills through activities
planned across the subjects of the curriculum. They use the outside play area confidently
and with gppropriate awareness of others during lunch times and bregksin the day.
Opportunities for them to engage in activities involving larger gpparatus and play eguipment
are very limited due to the congraints of the building and lack of storage space. No physical
education lessons were seen during the inspection. There is therefore insufficient evidence
on which to base secure judgements about the children’s levels of overal body control and
co-ordination.

Creative devel opment

80

Thisisaparticularly effective agpect of provison. The richness of the curriculum they enjoy
congtantly stimulates the children’s imaginations and enables them to express their ideas
through opportunities for discussion, art, music and design. High expectations of what they
will achieve encourage children to take risks in how they respond, and they grow in
confidence asaresult. They explore colour, texture, shagpe and form, for example when
painting fish to use as puppets in astory they will later act out. They show good control of
their voices when sSinging, joining in with older pupilsto clgp arhythm and adding
movements to a hymn during assembly. Through regularly observing and listening to
instruments such as recorders, violin and guitar being played, they have a clear awareness of
the different ways in which sounds can be produced, and use this knowledge when cregting
their own musical responses to poems, stories and visua stimuli.

ENGLISH

81

In this thirty-two pupil school, the number of pupilstaking part in nationa assessmentsin any
oneyear isvery smdl. The performance of one pupil can have amarked impact on overal
results. Similarly, ingpection findings relaing to sandards atained a the end of the infant and
junior stages are based on equally smal numbers of pupilsin any one year. The anayss of
pupils performance in such assessments or based on their current work, together with any
conclusions drawn, should therefore be trested with grest caution.
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Evidence from pupils’ class work and portfolios and talking to them about their work
indicates that their progress as they move through the school isgood. Pupils currently aged
seven and deven are attaining standards close to those found nationdly et the end of the
infant and junior tages. However, when the performance of dl pupilsin this very smdll
school istaken into account, the standards attained by most pupilsin English are above the
levels expected for their ages. The standards of their imaginative writing and of thelr
gpesking and ligtening skills are high.

The ingpectors judgements about current standards at the end of the infant stage reflect
improvement on the results of nationa assessments for the year 2000. No pupils attained
the higher Level 3 in ether reading or writing. These results are aso reflected in the
teachers assessments of the pupils.

Also in the year 2000, pupils aged eeven attained standards in English that were very high
compared with the nationd average; and were well above average when compared with
those attained by smilar schools. Their results compared with their test results when they
were seven indicate a good rate of progress. The number of pupils attaining the higher Level
5 was very high compared with the nationa average. Inspection findings for the standards
of the oldest pupils currently in school generaly reflect these recent results,

Speaking and listening

85

All pupils, including those with specid educationa needs, make good progressin developing
gpesking and listening skills. Asareault, they are confident speskersin avariety of
Stuations and effective ligeners. In both the infant and junior classes, pupils listen carefully
to what their teachers and other pupils say. In aclimate where teachers welcome their
contributions to discussions and encourage them to express their thoughts, their comments
show respect and sengitivity to the feding of others. During a literacy sesson when young
pupils were practisng writing individua letters, apupil said of another’ swork, “ Hey, .
that'sagood letter b”. They speak clearly and with confidence, using a good range of
vocabulary thet al teachers are skilled in finding opportunities to extend. During the sharing
of the story “The Whae' s Song”, the teacher invited infant pupils to discuss the use of
words such as jetty, dawn and pounding. She successfully probed their leve of
understanding, enabling al to gain increased awareness of the meaning and use of these
words. Inawhole school assembly, the teacher’ s questioning of pupils understanding of
the phrase following his nose had asmilar impact on al pupils learning. Pupils are willing
to discuss their work and look for opportunities to engage in conversation with adults. They
ask questions to clarify their understanding — a pupil asked, “What does homeless mean?’
and older pupils who had written about this the previous day were eager to explain. Pupils
of al ages are confident to speak in awhole school situation and in front of alarge audience.
Their participation in school dramétic productionsis an example of this. Their confidencein
gpesking and their willingness to listen to and respect what other say add significantly to the
progress they make in gaining knowledge, skills and understanding in al subjects.
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Reading
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All pupils, induding those a& an early stage or who find reading difficult, are enthusagtic
readers, and several asked to read to the ingpectors. Most young pupils are confident when
tackling new words. They use arange of srategies when reading, including recognising
words by sght, putting individua letter sounds together and using pictures as clues to the
meaning of thetext. A six-year old pupil read the wordsillustrated, lanterns and
candlelight fluently. However, pupils rarely read a whole sentence in order to gain meaning
of aword within it that they do not know. Pupilswith specia educationa needs use a
limited range of drategies and rely more on adult help. They nevertheless make good and
sometimes very good progress due to the very good support they receive, and achieve
gandards that are good in view of their learning difficulties. By the age of seven, most pupils
can make sengible predictions about what might happen in astory. They express opinions
about their favourite part of a story, for example when reviewing the book “Kipper’s Toy
Box”. When reading non-fiction texts, they are familiar with and use anindex. They use
dictionaries to help them in writing tasks. All pupils appreciate being given choices about
what they will read. Older pupils generdly read fluently and with very good expression,
paying good attention to punctuation such as speech marks and using different voices for
characters. During shared reading time, junior pupils sat very quietly, reading independently
and with concentration. They can talk about authors and express opinions about their
preferences. The range of materid they read extends to newspapers and articlesin
magazines. They use adictionary and thesaurus with ease, and most understand and use
the kills of skimming and scanning. Reading records show that pupils reed regularly at
school and & home. They recognise the importance of this; one pupil commented, “By
practice you get better, like playing the recorder”. The positive comments added by
teachers and parentsto pupils reading diaries are a good example of the way home and
school work together to support pupilsin their learning.

Writing
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All pupils, including those with specid educationa needs, make good progress throughout
the school. They achieve good standards in handwriting and high standards in their
imaginative and independent writing.

In handwriting, most younger pupils can write clear, well-formed letters of gppropriate Size,
athough one or two reverse letters such as b, c and p. They copy accurately and can
rearrange a number of words to create and write a sentence such as“I like to play al day”.
They make good progress and within afew weeks can arrange and order a number of
sentencesto tell agtory. They begin to join lettersin Year 2, showing appropriate control
and good understanding of how individua letters are joined. By the end of the infant stage,
most pupils can write in sentences, using capitd letters, full stops and sometimes commes,
exclamation and speech marks accurately. Their spdling of Smple wordsis generdly
accurate, and their attempts at harder words reflect their secure knowledge of |etter sounds.
They sustain a piece of writing over aweek, for example keeping a diary about the daily
growth of seedsthey have planted. Opportunitiesto practise and develop their writing skills
are provided in other subjects of the curriculum, for example when they wrote an account of
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avist to Slloth and told the story of Princess Elizabeth through a sequence of illusirated
events.

Throughout the junior years, good attention is paid to the different el ements of writing.
Handwriting is dways legible and generdly indicates the acquisition of afluent, cursve style,
whether using pencil or, asismore usud, pen and ink. Pupils work regularly through
gpecific grammar and comprehension exercises to develop their understanding of how
written language is organised and structured. They are given opportunities to apply this
knowledge to an increasingly wide range of writing tasks covering avariety of purposes.
These include reports of school events such as netball and football matches they have played
and theinfant production “The Wild Thing”. Their accounts are enlivened by reflective
comments such as, “I felt | knew alot about Victoria from the way she spoke’. After
reading extracts from the diary of Anne Frank, their attempts to write their own version
demondtrate empathy with the author. Poetry written following avist to Dufton Church is
written in astyle appropriate to the subject. A Year 4 pupil wrote, “Upgtairs in the balcony
dl isniceand quiet. Night comes and the churchis till. Scented roses come dive.”

In addition, pupils aso write ingtructions, play scripts, gppreciations of books, music and art
they have experienced and extended narratives. They plan, draft, revise and proof read
their work, often usng word processing skills to produce find copies. Their use of this
drafting processis an improvement in practice since the previous inspection. The work of
older pupilsin response to the rich simulation they experienceis of high qudity. A Year 5
pupil wrote of homelessness, “ | gazed up at the night sky. It looked like velvet with crystals
embedded init. A single crystd-like tear rolled down my cheek.” In many cases the pupils
work shows a mature awareness of the reader and the need to adjust the style of their
writing to reflect its purpose.

Overdl, the qudlity of teaching in Englishis very good. In the school as awhole, the
teaching seen was never less than good, and on severd occasions it was very good. This
represents improvement since the previous ingpection. Evidence gained from looking at
collections of pupils writing and the work in their books indicates that the teaching of the
skills of creative writing isan area of particular strength.  Teachers cope well with the wide
age and ability range in each class. Good use of teaching assstants and parents enable
pupilsto be taught in very smal groups for much of thetime. This provides opportunities for
work to be matched closdly to individual needs. The Structure of lessonsis based on the
guidance contained within the Nationa Literacy Strategy, suitably adapted to meet the
specific circumstances of the school. The skills of handwriting are taught systematically
throughout the school. Reading receives appropriate emphasis and pupils are given agood
range of strategies with which to tackle unknown words. Lessons generally have good pace
and employ arange of teaching approaches that hold pupils interest and attention. Good
chdlengeis provided for older pupils, for example when they are limited to usng only a
hundred words to describe homelessness. On occasions, one or two younger junior pupils
struggle to complete tasks pitched a aleve dightly beyond ther capabilities. The teaching of
cregtive writing in the junior classisingpirationd. As part of their sudy of Cumbria s Cdtic
past, and following avist to the Rheged Discovery Centre, pupils had the opportunity to
paint and write poetry about Zeus. A raven brought into school as follow-up to the vist.
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Their work is brought together as a publication entitled “ An Unkindness of Ravens’. The
richness of the content matches the quality of the experience, and reflects the teacher’ s Kill
in questioning pupils to chalenge thar thinking and probe their understanding. Teechers
written comments on pupilS work are generdly helpful and informative, giving pupils aclear
idea of how to improve.

All pupils respond with enthusiasm to the activities they take part in. Their behaviour and
attitudes to learning are consistently very good. They are keen to discuss their work and
share their ideas. They appreciate the fun that teachers introduce into lessons, and are
prepared to work hard and persevere in order to improve. They take responsbility for their
part in their learning, and recognise when their work needs to improve. They are aware of
their teechers high expectations of them and enjoy the challenge this represents.

Written plans for the teaching of English vary in their content and usefulness. In the infant
class, planning is structured and detailed, giving aclear indication of what different groups of
pupils will betaught. By contragt, plans for the junior class are brief and lack the information
necessary to enable anyone other than the usua class teacher to teach effectively. They rey
too heavily on the memory and knowledge of this teecher. The assessment of what pupils
have learned and recordings of the progress they have made follow a similar pattern. The
infant teacher’ s practice represents improvement since the previous inspection.

MATHEMATICS
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The smdl number of pupilsin each year group does mean that any comparison of thelr
performance in nationa assessments with nationd averages needs to be interpreted with
great caution. The performance of one pupil can have a marked effect upon the overdl
results, especially where there are only two pupilsin the year group.

To gain an understanding of the progress and achievements of the pupilsin mathematics, the
inspectors tracked the work of individua pupils through their time a the school. The
national assessment results of pupils were used to provide additiond information about the
standards achieved by pupils a a specific timein their school career and to provide a
marker for determining their rate of progress.

Pupils previous work indicates that they have made good overal progress in mathematics
as they move through the school.  Some pupils who struggled with mathemeatics when they
first entered the school have made very good progress and have overcome their initia
difficulties. The sandards achieved in the school in mathematics are very variable, both
across the school and within year groups. This variation reflects the different stages of
learning, and specific learning needs of the smdl number of pupilsin the school. However,
the overal average leved of atanment isat least in line with that expected for their age.
Some year groups of pupils achieve well above the nationd average as reflected in the infant
assessmentsin the year 2000. However, when the performance of other year groupsis
conddered, a different picture emerges.

Over the past five years, a pattern of overdl improvement in the percentage of pupils
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attaining the level expected can be traced, dbeit with some variations from one year to
another. The generd trend in improvement over the last five yearsis greater than that found
nationally and represents a clear improvement since the last ingpection.

The school has successfully introduced the National Numeracy Strategy, adjusting it to meet
the specific needs of the very wide age and ability range in each class. Throughout the
school, pupils numeracy skills are good overdl. The teachers have accurately identified
where individua pupils need extra support and have provided it. This has been to very
good effect and has had a positive impact upon the standards achieved by dl pupilsin
numeracy, including those with specid educationd needs.

Pupilsin the schoal are very confident in tackling chalenging mathemétical problems. They
have developed a secure foundation knowledge of the subject and this helps them to learn
new processes with a clear understanding of the underlying mathematical principles. In
discussons with pupils, the inspectors were impressed with some of the pupils genera
mathematical competence. For example, one Y ear 5 pupil discussed the different methods
for calculating the area of regular and irregular shapes. He outlined the advantages and
disadvantages of each method and, when chalenged, could judtify his judgements using well-
considered mathematical reasons.

In al the lessons seen, the pupils behaviour was excdllent, they were well motivated, keen
to learn and showed rea enjoyment in their achievements. Their positive overdl attitude
towards their work was outstanding, it had a very postive effect upon their learning and isa
tribute to both them and those who teach them.

During the inspection, four mathematics lessons were observed, two in each class. The
quality of teaching overdl in both classes was very good, with some excellent teaching seen.
This represents a cond derable improvement since the last ingpection.

A drength of the teaching in mathematicsis directly connected to the way in which teachers
mest the learning needs of each pupil. For example, in one lesson the teaching assstant
worked with the three reception children helping them to develop their basic number kills.
The children’sindividud learning needs were well understood by the assstant who skilfully
built upon what the children aready knew and could do. Interesting resources were used,
such as a bus with removable passengers, which made the process of learning to count and
add both exciting and fun. By the end of the session, the children had made clear gainsin
thelr understanding of numbers and their ability to count and add. In thejunior class, the
teacher had planned the lessons to ensure that each pupil was appropriately chalenged by
the activities they were expected to do. In onelesson, however, the work set for the older
pupils, whilst chalenging, did not fully stretch them. However, in dl of the lessons seen, dll
pupils made at least good progress.

All lessons observed in mathematics were well planned and organised. The teachers had
high expectations of what the pupils should achieve. Theteachers high expectations were
understood by the pupils, who were, as aresult, spurred on to do well. Pupils were
encouraged to think for themsdaves and not to rely on their teacher to give them the solution.
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The teachers relate well to the pupils and treat them with considerable respect. All those
involved in teaching have a genuine warm and friendly attitude towards the pupils,
encouraging them to do well. The serious business of learning is made exciting and fun.

SCIENCE
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Conclusions based on the analysis of data about pupils performance in nationa and teacher
assessments must be treated with extreme caution, as the performance of one pupil in this
very smal school can make asgnificant impact on overdl results.

Evidence about standards in science was gained from looking a pupils work and talking to
them and their teachers. In addition, the inspectors looked at planning documents. The one
science lesson observed provides insufficient evidence on which to base secure judgements
about the quality of the teaching of science overdl.

Teachers assessments of pupils work in science at the end of the infant stage in 2000
indicated that al pupils were attaining the level expected of pupils aged seven (Leve 2). In
this repect their performance was very high compared with that of smilar schools and the
national average. However, as no pupils atained the higher level (Leve 3), thelr
performance a this level was well below the nationa average and the performance of smilar
schools. These results are based on the performance of just three pupils. When the same
comparisons are made about the performance of pupils aged eeven in nationd tests for
science, agmilar picture emerges. Asal deven-year-old pupils gained the level expected
(Leve 4), their performance at this level was very high. At the higher leve (Leve 5), their
performance was below the nationd average and low compared with smilar schools. Just
eight pupils were involved in these assessments. Since 1996, the school’ s performance has
varied year on year but overdl shows improvement.

Ingpection findings, based on the somewhat limited evidence available, confirm that dl pupils
are working at the levels expected for their ages a the end of both the infant and junior
dages. The knowledge and understanding of forces and the process of scientific
investigation shown by older juniors, including pupilsin Yeer 5, is above the average levd.
This shows some improvement in standards since the previous inspection and latest national
test results. However, the findings are again based on the performance of asmal number of

pupils.

Infant pupils can, for example, name facia features and parts of the eye such as pupil, iris,
lashes and eyebrow. They can explain the difference between non-living and living things,
and are aware of some of the characteristics of the latter. They observe cress seeds as
these grow and, sometimes with help, use their writing skillsto record their observations.
They study arange of materids and classfy them according to their properties. They use
correct terminology, for example attract and repel when describing the behaviour of
magnets, and flexible and rigid when exploring paper. A seven-year-old pupil wrote, “If
you fold it small it gets hard. A triangular shapeisrigid’. Thislink with mathematicsis
further developed when pupils test the strength of rolled paper by placing weightson it —*
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ART
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One sheet of paper held 750 grams’.

Junior-age pupils are aware of the different kinds of joints made by bones and what their
purposeis. They have a clear understanding of the need to ensure that atest isfair when
conducting an investigation. Older pupils can explain how to use a control factor to help this
process, and give examples of the variables they consdered when testing the insulation
properties of arange of materials. Through their work on forces, they understand what
friction isand are able to give examples of forces and how these can be measured. They
make sengble predictions, for example of what will happen when oil and water are put into
the same bottle, and can explain what hgppens and why. A pupil sad, “The ail islighter so
it floats’. They record their work in avariety of ways including diagrams, charts, graphs and
written accounts. An older pupil was able to explain a chart recording the amount of force,
messured in newtons, required to extend a spring.

The one lesson observed was in the junior class where pupils were continuing their work on
forces. Theteacher chalenged the pupils to use catapults they had made with eastic bands
to project asmal plastic brick two metres across the room into abox. Working well in
pairs, they discussed the factors affecting their catapult’ s performance and how they could
improve the accuracy of the projection. The teacher was skilled in probing their knowledge
and understanding and encouraging them to gpply this to the task in order to find a solution.
He recognised the moment when it was gppropriate to stop the lesson and give pupilsthe
chance to discuss together the variables they needed to consider in addition to the length of
the eagtic band. The pupils were totally immersed in their work, showed great enjoyment
and became desperate to modify their designs successfully before time was up. At this point
the teacher showed very good awareness of safety issues before alowing pupils to attempt
the chalenge. Thetegting of individua catapult designs, the success achieved by some
pupils and the discusson surrounding this activity demongrated the extent of the learning thet
had taken place as aresult of the very good teaching.

Science is taught as a separate subject; and through a series of topics planned over atwo-
year period in the infant class and over four yearsin the junior class. Lessons occur
regularly throughout the year, and use an appropriate amount of curriculum time. Planning is
based on nationa guidance modified to the school’ s specific circumstances. 1t demonstrates
that the science curriculum meets nationa requirements and is suitably broad and balanced.
This represents improvement since the previous ingpection when provision for reception,
Year 1 and more able pupils was judged to have weaknesses. Asin other subjects, the
planning in the infant class is more detalled than thet for the pupils of junior age, and
consequently more useful as a guide to what pupilswill learn and are expected to do. The
assessment of pupils progress, adthough occurring in both classes, is more accurately
recorded in the infant class. Details of the individud progress of pupilsin the junior class
rely heavily on the junior teacher’s memory and therefore limit their vaue and availability to
others.

Two art lessons were observed during the ingpection. Both lessons, one in the junior class
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and one in the infant class, were taught by one of the part-time teaching assstants who has a
particular expertise in the subject. The observation of just two lessons does not provide
sufficient evidence to make a secure overdl judgement about the qudity of teaching of art.
However, in both lessons the qudlity of teaching was extremdy high and resulted in the
pupils making at least very good progress. The standards achieved in the lessons observed
were well above that expected for pupils of their age. The scrutiny of pupils previous art
work confirmed the inspectors judgements that the overal standards achieved by pupilsin
art are well above those found nationdly for their age.

In an excellent art lesson in the junior class, the pupils moved on from their work on Picasso
to learn about Warhol and iconic images. The pupils used computers to produce ‘iconic’
images of themselves from digita photographs. During the introduction to Warhal, his place
in time was clearly established and understood by the pupils. One boy quoted the Warhol
Satement about ‘famous for 5 minutes. Thisled to avibrant, lively and informed discussion
inwhich dl pupils participated. The pupils were motivated and enthused by the teacher’s
own enthusiasm for the subject.

The pupils talked to the inspectors with great enthusiasm about their previous work in art.
For example, the pupilstold of their sudies of Picasso and in particular his painting
‘Guernical. They were able to describe in great detail the story behind the painting. They
told of the bombing and killing of innocent people and animds in the town and the horror of
war. The pupils explained how they had each thought of aword to expresstheir fedings
about such wars. They explained that they had used words such as horrified, anger,
nervous, upset, frightened and traumatised. Each pupil, having identified one word to
express his or her own fedlings, pulled aface that expressed thisfeding. This expression of
feeling was recorded by digitd camera. The pupils then used the photograph of their own
face to design and make ahead in the style of Picasso. The artigtic results from this short
project were of high quality. However, the pupils gainsin learning extended well beyond
the bounds of the subject.

The planning for art isinformed by the requirements of the nationd curriculum and the
school’ s own guidance. Over aschool year the pupils experience awide range of art
techniques and their artigtic skills are developed systematically. The teaching assstant
knows the pupils very wdl and is able to ensure that the learning needs of each child are
met. All pupilsin the schoal, including those with specia educationd needs, are fully
included in dl aspects of the subject.

To enrich the pupils experiences of art, the school regularly links with another loca primary
school for art trips. Vists are made to the National Trust’'s Acorn Bank Garden, whichis
used as an outdoor udio. Approximately every two years there isavidt to the Grisedale
Forest Sculpture Park in the Lake Didtrict. On other occasions the school vists art galleries
in towns such as Carlide and Kendd. In addition to the art vidits, local artists come to the
schooal to talk about their work. The junior pupils have both school and home sketchbooks.
The infant pupils have dl their work preserved for them in large ‘ books .

Teachers records of the pupils progress and achievementsin art are comprehensve. At
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the start of each school year, the pupils artistic achievements are assessed.  This assessment
is used to plan what each pupil needsto learn next. After each lesson, comments are
recorded on the reverse of the teacher’ slesson plans to help inform future planning and the
end-of-year reports.

The teaching of art in the school iswell organised and provides the pupils with broad and
rich experiences that help them to make consstently very good progress as they move
through the schoal.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
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Design and technology is mainly taught as a part of topic work and through science. During
the period of the ingpection, design and technology did not festure as part of the work
observed. Itis, therefore, not possible to make a secure judgement about the quality of
teaching in the subject. Much of the pupils previous work in design and technology had
been taken home when it had been completed. For example, the pupils had designed pop-
up cards and had taken them home to present to their families. The school did keep a
photographic record of some of the pupils finished work and this provided an indication of
the achievements of the pupils. However, it was not possble to make any reliable
judgements about the standards attained from the available evidence.

When pupils were discussing their previous work in the school, some referred to the card
technology they had undertaken. The pupils had designed and made fridge magnets and
designed and made boxes to put them in. Other pupils recalled making curved gtitching
patterns that were linked to their work in mathematics.

The school plansitswork in design and technology with reference to nationally produced
guidance. Individua teachers planning for the subject is normaly included in topic planning.
It was evident from talking to teachers that they are clear about what the pupils know and
can do in design and technology and what each pupil will do next.

HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY
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History and geography are taught as topics planned over aterm and with a particular subject
emphasis for each topic. An gppropriate amount of timeis given over ayear to each
subject. The long-term programme for infant pupils covers two years, and that for the junior
pupils extends to four years. In thisway, the saff ensure that pupils acquire the gppropriate
knowledge, skills and understanding related to each subject. Only one topic lesson was
seen during the ingpection. Limited evidence of each subject was available from the
sampling of pupils work. Consequently, it is not possible to make secure judgements about
the standards pupils attain or the quality of teaching they experience.

Teachers planning is based on the schoal’ s policy and schemes of work covering these
subjects. The planning records, reflecting nationa guidance, indicate that the requirements
of the curriculum are satifactorily met. Planning for the infant class lessons is more detailed
and informative than that outlined for the junior class.
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Thework in the infant pupils' books includes map work connected with avigt to Silloth,
when pupils followed atown trail. Such vigts, which include resdential opportunities, take
place regularly as pupils move through the school. They make an important contribution to
pupils persond, socia and cultura development as well asto their learning in geography
and history. On this occasion, pupils subsequently identified specific features of the town on
amap by adding illugtrations to appropriate points. A good link with religious education
was made when pupils sudied the digtinctive Pasta Cross. Older infants produced alively
account of their vist, demondrating appropriate levels of writing skills. History work
reflects astudy of the Tudor period and dso the lives of famous people such as Louis Braille
and Florence Nightingale.

The geography work seen completed by junior-age pupils was predominantly related to
ther individualy planned topics on the theme of water. Pupils display good skillsin the
organisation of their work, outlining the intended content as aweb. The work covers such
aress as the properties of water, how rivers are formed and the water cycle. Itiswel
presented and demongtrates the care pupils take and their pride in their work. In history, a
timelineis used effectively to indicate the important events of the Tudor period. Pupils study
the lives of the monarchs and research the key fegtures of their reigns. Their drawings of
letters and symbols used &t that time add an artistic dimension to their work.

In the lesson observed, the focus was history and pupils continued their study of the Tudor
period. The mgority was working independently using arange of source materias, including
acomputer program, to find information. The teacher encouraged pupils to develop their
skills of independent research, guiding them and monitoring their progress. The pupils
worked hard and supported one another when problems occurred. They took responsibility
for the organisation of their work, and accepted the challenge presented by the task. The
teacher brought the class together at the end of the lesson to share what they had found ouit.
This drategy was effective in recognisng the achievement of individua pupils and dso
helping al pupilsincrease their knowledge of Henry VIII.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
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No information technology |essons were observed during the ingpection. It isnot, therefore
possible to make a secure judgement about the quality of teaching in this subject. However,
pupils were observed using computers and receiving individua support from teachers and
teaching assstants. Pupils aso spent time talking to the ingpectors and demongrating their
computing skills.

The school has invested in laptop computers rather than desktop computers because of the
limited accommodation. This does, however, mean tha before pupils can use acomputer it
has to be set up, and following use, stored away. The junior classroom has a network
ingtdled that enables pupilsto link individua computers directly to the Internet and the
school’s central printers.

The pupils are very confident using the computers. The older junior pupils are skilled a
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word-processing and accessing the Internet to gain information. For example, the school
has linked to a history web-ste. Pupils can access this Site to seek information, using a
password, from the school computers or from their homes. Pupils demonstrated how they
could find out information about events and people from the Tudor times. The computers
are used as an integral part of teaching and learning in the schoal. In art lessons, for
example, the school’ s digita cameraiswdl used to enrich the pupils' learning. During the
ingpection, the pupils took photographs of themsealves and then manipulated the images using
acomputer program to reflect the iconic images associated with the artist Andy Warhol.
The pupils undertook these activities with great skill and confidence, to very good effect.

The pupils skills of information technology are developed systematically asthey move
through the school. The smal number of pupils in each class enables the teechers to move
individud pupils on in their learning &t their own pace, carefully building upon what hes
aready been learned.

The school makes good use of the nationd guidance for information technology to assgt its
planning. Theindividua teaching approach is highly effective and there are clear indications
that pupils make congstently good progress and are, on average, achieving well for their

age.

MUSIC
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All pupils attain high standards in music, due to the quality of the teaching they experience.
The teaching of music and the standards pupils attain are a particular strength of the school.

Music is taught as a separate subject delivered through a series of topics. Such isthe
importance attached to this area of the curriculum that opportunities for pupilsto listen to,
gppreciate, compose and perform music of al kinds occur regularly in addition to those
provided in music lessons. For example, infant pupils listened to carefully chosen
background music both when they watched a story acted out using shadow puppets and
when they subsequently created their own puppetsin an art lesson. The whole-school
musica productions are of high qudity. They are eagerly awaited, and provide afocd point
inthe sodd life of thelocd community.

The ingpectors observed instrumental music being taught to small groups of pupils aswell as
whole class lessons in both the infant and junior phases. They dso heard pupilssing in
assemblies, listened to taped excerpts of music composed by pupils and examined their
music folders.

The pupils sng confidently and with good control, their voices blending together
harmonioudy. Ther snging istuneful and words are clearly pronounced. They sng hymns
unaccompanied, keeping together and maintaining the correct speed. They show obvious
enjoyment in this activity, adding appropriate actions with enthusiasm. 'Y ounger pupils
follow the lead given by older juniors who understand the role they have in setting an
example. Individud pupils, including the youngest, are confident to perform aone in front of
the assembled schooal, knowing that their efforts will be praised and appreciated by other
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pupils and their teachers.

Pupils listen with concentration, focusing on specific festures of recorded music such asthe
ingruments being played and the patterns they hear within the piece. Both infant and junior
pupils have very good knowledge of composers whose work and lives they have learned
about. Junior pupils can name composers belonging to the Baroque, Classicd and
Romantic movements, and explain the different festures of each. They offer reasonsfor thar
musical preferences, and discuss the appropriateness of music written for a pecific purpose,
such asmusic for dancing in Tudor times.

Pupils from each of the junior years perform together as an ensemble. This requiresthem to
play different instruments — recorder, flute and guitar —and follow different musical scores.
In order to keep together as a group they must listen to each other aswell as maintain their
own part. They do this successfully and are further chalenged when the teacher asks them
to repest the piece but faster. The activity is greatly enjoyed and they are justifiably proud
of what they achieve. All pupils have the opportunity to learn to play the recorder,
regardless of their musical aptitude or ability. Pieces of music are carefully chosen to ensure
that every pupil experiences success.

Earlier in the year, dl pupils crested their own compositions based on the theme of water.
Infant pupils performed their work, “The Musical Beach” for the juniors. Describing some
of the images their work represented, an infant pupil wrote, “I like the diamonds and the sea
and the lights that flicker in the distance’. Older pupils worked in groups using tuned and
untuned percussion to create musica effects such as waterfadls. They planned their work
based on descriptions they had written earlier of the movement of water. They selected
instruments such as drums, egg shakers, xylophone, cabasa, Indian bells and castanets to
achieve specific effects. They wrote descriptions of how they developed their compositions
and evaluated their work, recognising how it could beimproved. A pupil wrote, “It didn’t
sound much like water. It was pretty short and | think we needed more time.”

The teaching of music seen during the ingpection was never less than very good. Most was
of the highest qudity. The pupils benefit greetly from the expertise of a part-time teaching
assigtant who, asamusic specidig, is responsible for the mgority of the teaching of this
subject. Her love of music, talent as a musician and sense of humour, combined with her
very good teaching skills, make music in this school hugely enjoyable and great fun. This
was evident during alesson involving junior-age pupils, who, in order to develop their
knowledge of rhythm and tempo, acted the role of conductors as they listened to Brahms's
Hungarian Dance. Pupilsreve in the demands she makes of them, persevering and making
red effort to improve. The teacher’s sengtivity when using pupils misconceptions as
teaching points reflects the mutua respect thet isthe basis of the excellent relationships.
Pupils know that their work is vaued, and are prepared to take risksin their learning as a
result. Itisther willingnessto try something new, together with the qudity of the
experiences they enjoy that helps them move on and achieve such high sandards in their
work. The school succeedsin developing inits pupils afed for and alove of music.

PHYS CAL EDUCATION
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It was not possible to observe the teaching of physica education during the ingpection. Asa
practical subject, thismeansthat it is not possible to make secure judgements about the
quality of teaching or the standards achieved in this subject.

The school has very limited accommodetion. It does not have ahdl or gymnasum for in
door physical education activities and it does not have a playground or playing field for
outdoor activities. The school, however, makes good use of the village hal for two
afternoons per week for dance, gymnastics and small games. The village hall is equipped
with gymnastic mats and benches, but does not have larger equipment and climbing frames.
In good weether, the school makes use of the village green for games and athletics.

During the autumn term, afootball coach visits the school and runs a course for boys and
girlsinthejunior class. For thefirgt part of the autumn term, an after-school football club
takes place at aloca primary school. Parents help by providing transport. This club starts
again in the oring term when the weether improves. A netbal skillslessonisrunby a
parent who has attended a training course so that she could support this work with the
school. Whilg this parent is teaching half of the class, the headteacher takes the other half
for basc bal ills

During the spring term, the junior pupils attend swimming lessons once per week. Inthe
summer term the school concentrates on outside games and athletics. The length of the
grass on the village green / common land sometimes restricts smdl ball activities such as
tennis. However, after the grass has been cut and baled the problems are much reduced.

The schoal is generdly very successful in overcoming the effects of the limited
accommodation and the wide age-range in each class. In acomplete year, the pupils
experience afull range of physica education activities. The range of activitiesis
consderably extended through the involvement of parents and governors.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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Evidence from the work in pupils books indicates that they make satisfactory overal
progress as they move through the school and achieve standards appropriate to their age by
the end of both the infant and junior stages.

Rdigious education is taught in accordance with the loca education authority's Agreed
Syllabus. The provision for the development of religious educetion is satisfactory. No
lessons were observed during the ingpection and therefore it is not possible to make
judgements about the qudity of teaching.

The school plans the teaching of religious education on atermly badss, following atwo-year
plan in the infant class and a four-year plan for the junior stage. The work in pupils books
indicates that al aspects of religious education are taught gppropriately in lessons and
through the acts of collective worship. Pupils learn about different religions such as
Chrigtianity, Judaism and Idam. They compare the key practices of these religious
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communities, such asthe festivals they observe, their places of worship and their holy
writings such asthe Qur'an. They look in detail a the symbols associated with these and
other rdligions, including Hinduism and the Jewish and Chinese faiths. In ther writing and
drawing they have described some of the stories and parables associated with these
religions, such as Guru Nanak’ s story of the twenty rupees and the Christian parables of the
Good Samaritan and the lost son. They study key figures rdating to the various faiths, such
as Muhammead and Moses, recognisng Smilarities in the accounts of eventsin their lives.
Their work reflecting the Chrigtian faith includes baptism rituas, the celebration of harvest
and adetailed study of the birth of Chrigt.

Although no lessons were observed, evidence gained from looking at pupils work indicates
that teachers make good use of the opportunities afforded by rdligious education lessons to
engage pupils in writing tasks that will strengthen and consolidate their skills. For example,
older pupils are chalenged to write the sory of the Good Samaritan from the point of view
of the donkey. On other occasions, they are encouraged to identify the mora in astory
such as“The Timid Hares’. Recognising the need for rulesin any society, they creste codes
of conduct for different groups. These include parents who should “ try to love their children
and be kind to them”, and themselves, the older pupilsin the school, who should “set a good
example to younger pupils’.

The care pupils take in the recording and overal presentation of their work indicates an
interest in the subject and a sense of pride in what they achieve,
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