INSPECTION REPORT

St.Thomas CE (Aided) Primary School
Chequerbent
LEA area: Bolton
Unique Reference Number:105234
Inspection Number: 181947

Head-Teacher: MrsJ Hunt

Reporting inspector: Mr O L Thomas
Inspector Number: 16041

Dates of inspection: 11" — 14" October 1999




Under OFSTED contract number: 706756
Inspection carried out under Section 10 of the School Inspections Act 1996



© Crown Copyright 1999

This report may be reproduced in whole or in part for non-commercial educational purposes, provided that all
extracts quoted are reproduced verbatim without adaptation and on condition that the source and date thereof
are stated. Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school.

Under the School Inspections Act 1996, the appropriate authority must provide a copy of this report and/or its
summary free of charge to certain categories of people. Every registered parent of a registered pupil at the
school should receive a free copy of the summary of the report within ten working days of receipt of the
summary by the appropriate authority. A charge not exceeding the cost of supply may be made by the
appropriate authority for any other copies of the report and/or its summary provided to any person who asks for
one.

The appropriate authority should make a copy of the report and the summary available for inspection by
members of the public at such times and at such a place as may be reasonable

Any enquiries about this legislation should be addressed to the OFSTED Compliance Helpline
Tel. (0171) 421-6567



INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Type of school:

Type of control:

Age range of pupils:

Gender of pupils

School address:;

Telephone and fax number:

Appropriate authority:

Name of Chair of Governors:

Date of previous inspection:

Infant and junior
Aided

3to 11 years
Mixed
Molyneux Road
Westhoughton
Bolton

BL5 3HP
01942 812184
Governing body

Mr G Andrews

5" February 1996



INFORMATION ABOUT THE INSPECTION TEAM

Team members Subject responsibilities

Mr O L Thomas, Rgl Under fives, special educational
needs, equal opportunities
Science, art, physical education

Mr D W Jones, Lay Inspector

Mrs J Johnson English, history, geography

Mr G Jones Mathematics,
Information technology
Design and technology

Music

The inspection contractor was:

Network Management Services
Fron Dirion Annexe

Star Farm

Llangynhafal

Ruthin

LL151RU

Aspect responsibilities
L eadership and management

Efficiency of the school
Attendance

Attitudes, behaviour & persona
development

Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social &
cultura development

Support, guidance and pupils
welfare

Partnership with parents and the
community

Attainment and progress

Quiality of teaching

Curriculum and assessment

Staffing,resources&
accommodation

Any concerns or complaints about the inspection or the report should be raised with the inspection
contractor in writing. Complaints, which are not satisfactorily resolved by the contractor, should be

raised with OFSTED by writing to:

The Registrar

The Office for Standards in Education
Alexandra House

33 Kingsway

London WC2B 6SE



REPORT CONTENTS

MAIN FINDINGS

What the school does well

Where the school has weaknesses

How the school has improved since the last inspection
Standards in subjects

Quiality of teaching

Other aspects of the school

The parents’ views of the school

KEY ISSUESFOR ACTION
INTRODUCTION

Characteristics of the school
Key indicators

PART A: ASPECTSOF THE SCHOOL
Educational sandards achieved by pupils at the school

Attainment and progress

Attitudes, behaviour and persona development
Attendance

Quality of education provided

Teaching

The curriculum and assessment

Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
Support, guidance and pupils welfare

Partnership with parents and the community

Pages5-8

Page 9

Paragraphs

1-3

25-30
31-40
41 - 47
48 - 52
53 - 56



The management and efficiency of the school
L eadership and management

Staffing, accommodation and learning resources
The efficiency of the school

PART B: CURRICULUM AREASAND SUBJECT
Areas of learning for children under five
English, mathematics and science
Other subjects or courses

PART C: INSPECTION DATA

Summary of inspection evidence
Data and indicators

57 - 63
64 - 68
69 - 74

75 - 87
88 - 116
117 - 161

Pages 41 — 43



MAIN FINDINGS
WHAT THE SCHOOL DOESWELL

The leadership and management provided by the governors, senior management team and subject
managers are good and
are giving afirm steer
towards school
improvement.

Teaching quality is good overall with some pockets of very good teaching.

Relationships are very good as is the care shown by teachers for pupils.

Provision for pupils under five is good with very good support for pupils personal and social
development.

Review and planning of future needs are of high quality.

Financial planning, control and school administration are al very good.

Links with the school community are very good.

The range of extracurricular activities is very good and supports pupils persona development very
well.

The procedures for assessment are good.

WHERE THE SCHOOL HASWEAKNESSES

I. Standardsin information technology are below what is expected for pupils by the ages of seven and
11 and their progressis
unsatisfactory.

I1. Progressin aspects of English, mathematics and science, and for some groups of pupils is not as

good asit could be. These

weaknesses are linked to
issues identified by the
previous inspection,
including marking of
work, challenge for the
higher attainers and
writing.

[11. Although the quality of the support given to pupils on the register of special educational needsis
very good the number of
support staff istoo few,
and the time for the
coordinator to fulfil her
roleis not sufficient. In

these respects the Code of

Practice is not met.
IV. The assertive discipline policy is not consistently used to support pupils behaviour and this affects
progress.
The school's strengths outweigh the weaknesses identified but these weaknesses will be addressed
by the governorsin their action plan.

HOW THE SCHOOL HASIMPROVED SINCE THE LAST INSPECTION



Since the last ingpection the school has addressed the issues raised with varying success. It isimportant
to note that since the previous inspection there have been many staff changes; a new Headteacher and
Deputy Headteacher have been appointed and only three teaching staff are till at the school since the
time of the last ingpection. The quality of planning has improved to good. Teaching quality has
improved from satisfactory to good overall with a higher instance of very good teaching. Although not
identified as a key issue monitoring the work of the school was highlighted as being in need of
improvement. This has improved considerably and is how good. Pupils performance in design and
technology has improved by the age of 11. The school has clearly identified pupils who are capable of
higher attainment through monitoring of pupils performance in English, mathematics and science.
However, although progress for these pupils has improved it is still not as good asit could be
particularly, in mathematics. Information technology has not been used effectively to enhance learning.
Standards in information technology are now below what is expected by the ages of seven and 11.
Resources for information technology are inadequate. The policy on marking has been improved but is
not consistently applied and there is till scope to use marking more critically to show pupils how to
improve their work. The school no longer fully complies with the Code of Practice for pupils on the
register of special educational needs. Through its action planning the school has identified the need to
raise attainment at the end of the key stages. This has been effective in English and mathematics for
seven and 11 year olds. However, the level of support given for pupils who recently turned seven, at the
end of Key Stage 1, has not been sustained and this has noticeably slowed pupils progress.

The school is entering a period of greater stability under the effective direction of the senior
management team. Teaching quality has improved and most staff are highly committed to the way
forward. The school recognises what needs to be done and recent emphasis on auditing strengths and
weaknesses, along with target setting for staff, suggeststhat it is securely placed to remedy remaining
weaknesses.

STANDARDS
The table shows the standards achieved by 11 year oldsin 1999 based on the National Curriculum tests

Performancein Compared with all Compared with : Key
schools similar schools well above average A
above average B
English B C average C
Mathematics B C below average D
Science E E* well below average E

N.B. Schools will often appear in different placesin a rank order depending on which indicators are used. The
abovetableis based on one indicator only. It gives a summative measure of the average point score of pupils
over all levels achieved at the school not just those reaching Level 4 or above. The comparison with similar
schools is based on the percentage of pupils eligible for free school meals; at S Thomas' very few pupils are
eligible, which iswell below average and is not an accurate reflection of the pupils’ socio-economic
Circumstances.



These test results show the percentages of pupils who attained at expected Level 4 or above in English
and mathematics is above the national average. However, in science, although the proportion attaining
a Level 4 was close to the national average, when the number only attaining at Level 3 istaken into
account and, the fact that there were no pupils attaining at Level 5, this brings the school’ s average
point score down to well below average. No absolute reasons for the difference in English, mathematics
and science results can be recorded but the inspection does note that the school did provide considerable
additional support for target groups of pupils in English and mathematics in addition to the booster
classes which were funded nationally for these subjects whereas no such support was provided for
science. The results for seven year oldsin 1999 showed high proportions attaining at the expected Level
2 or above in reading, writing and mathematics. The percentage attaining at the higher Level 3in
reading at 40 per cent was good but this was not so for writing and mathematics where few pupils
attained at higher levels. Asin Key Stage 2 considerable additional support was provided for seven year
olds prior to the tests.

The inspection finds that by the age of 11 most pupils attain the national expectation in English,
mathematics and science. A minority attains above in reading, mathematics and science. Standards by
the age of 11 are below what is expected in information technology. A similar picture emerges for seven
year old pupils. In the other subjects, pupils achieve as generally expected by the ages of seven and 11
except in design and technology where there is some work of better quality than is usualy found for the
oldest pupils.

For most pupils progress is satisfactory overall. Pupils at stages two and three with special educational
needs make unsatisfactory progress because in spite of the class teacher's best effortsthereis
insufficient additional support available within the large classes to cater for these children’s needs. The
higher attaining pupils make adequate progress in lessons but there is definite scope to improve this
further particularly in mathematics. Progress is diminished in Key Stage 2 for pupils who have recently
turned seven because they do not receive the high levels of support previoudy given and because the
school's assertive discipline policy is not consistently well implemented. The size of the classes
throughout the school and range of needs does have some impact on pupils progress in spite of the
teachers hard work. In addition, pupils work ethic is very variable and ranges from very good to poor
which dows progress in some lessons.

QUALITY OF TEACHING

Teaching in: Under 5 5-—7years 7—11years
English Good Good Good
Mathematics Good Good Good

Science Good Very good good
Information technology Unsatisfactory Unsatisfactory Unsatisfactory
Religious education N/A N/A N/A

Other subjects Very good Good Satisfactory

The quality of teaching is good overall and a strength of the school. Teaching was judged as less than
satisfactory in avery small proportion of lessons. Ninety six per cent of lessons were judged to be
satisfactory or better, of these 29 per cent were very good or better. Four per cent were unsatisfactory.
The main focus of observation was on the core subjects. The above comment on the teaching of other
subjects is based on only a small sample of lessons seen. Teachers prepare their lessons well, make key
teaching points clearly and pupils know what they have to do. There are weaknesses in teachers
knowledge and confidence to teach information technology. All teachers create a safe and secure
atmosphere for pupilsto learn in. However, the school's assertive discipline policy is not consistently
implemented and this at times diminishes the effect of otherwise well prepared lessons. Some genera
issues are raised in relation to improvements needed by teachers in, marking of work, greater checking
of what the pupils have learnt at the end of lessons and the quality of classroom displaysto support the
teaching of literacy, especialy reading corners.



Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory;,
unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that strengths outweigh any weaknesses.

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL

Aspect Comment
Behaviour Good overal, aminority of pupils lack self-discipline
Attendance Pupils attendance is good but spoilt by a persistent level of holiday
taking in term time.
Ethos* Satisfactory. Pupils attitudes are satisfactory overall but range from

very good to poor.

L eadership and management Good overall. Governors meet statutory requirements except in the
delivery of information technology, the Code of Practice for special
educational needs and that the statutory appraisal process has lapsed.

Curriculum Overall broad and balanced with the exception of information
technology. Planning and assessment procedures are good. Very good
range of extracurricular activities and homework supports learning

well.
Children with special Provision is unsatisfactory as there is insufficient support to meet the
educational needs needs of all pupils at stages 2 and 3. Class teachers make every effort
to fill gapsin provision.
Spiritual, moral, social and Good overall. Pupils do not have a good grasp or understanding of
cultural development other cultures.
Staffing, resources and Satisfactory. Accommodation and resources are satisfactory overal.
accommodation Some classrooms are too small for the numbers of pupils. Information
technology resources are unsatisfactory.
Vaue for money Given its staffing, resources, accommodation and the efficiency of

their use, along with the standards achieved and the progress made by
most pupils the school gives satisfactory value for money.
*Ethos is the climate for learning: attitudes to work, relationships and the commitment to high
standards.

THE PARENTS VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

What most parents like about the school What some parentsare not happy about
V.That the school encourages them to play an active XII.  Lack of information about their
part in schoal life. frequency of parents evenings.
V1. The ahility to approach the school with problems XIV. How complaints are handled.
about their children. XV.  That pupils receive too much
VII.  Theinformation about what is taught.
VIIl.  Theinformation about their children'sprogress.  XVI.  That pupils receive too little

IX. The standards of work achieved by their children.

X. The encouragement to beinvolved in extracurricular  XVII. Thereisinsufficient information
activities.

X1. The high standards of behaviour. XVIII. That higher attaining pupils are not

XIl.  That their children like school.

From the evidence available during the ingpection, the inspectors make the following judgements.

XIX.Most children do like school and feel safe and secure.

XX.The school makes good provision to involve parents in their children's learning.

XXI1.The school sends parents regular and useful information about what their children are going to
learn.

XXI1.The range of extracurricular activities is very good.



XXI1l.Standards of behaviour are mainly good but by no means high. Small groups of pupils lack self-
discipline.

XXI1V .Pupils attain average standards of work overall, but there is scope for improvement.

XXV.The reports to parents meet requirements but information about what children can and cannot do
well is not consistently informeative. The school has two parents meetings which meet the statutory
requirementsto have at least one. The time allocated to parentsis rather short at five minutes per child.
XXVI.Homework provision is good, regular and appropriate in amount to support pupils learning.
XXVII.Higher attaining pupils would benefit from greater challenges to assist their progress,
particularly in mathematics.

XXVII1.0n the issues about the handling of complaints and the receptiveness of the school to
suggestions the ingpection finds that the school does have an appropriate complaints procedures. The
school has awillingness to want to work with parents to support pupils learning. It isthe school's
policy for initial concerns to be raised with the classteachers not the senior management team.

KEY ISSUES FOR ACTION
The governors, Headteacher and staff now need to:
Raise gandardsin information technology by ensuring that:
XXIX.resources for information technology are improved and used effectively;
XXX.the time allocated for teaching is increased especially for the direct teaching of sKills;

XXXI.teachers knowledge and skills are improved to cover al of the requirements of the Programmes
of Study.

The main references to the above weaknesses can be found in paragraph no’s: 10, 31, 58,
106, 112, 117 — 127.

Improve all pupils progressin writing and in investigative work in mathematics and science, but
also address the needs of higher attaining pupils and pupilswho have recently entered Key Stage 2
by ensuring that:

XXXI1.handwriting, drafting leading to story writing and the range of purposes for writing are extended
and given greater emphasis,

XXXI11.higher attaining pupils are given more challenging work, notably in mathematics;
XXXIV.commercial texts are used flexibly to meet pupils needs, especially in mathematics,

XXXV .classroom displays support the teaching of literacy more effectively, particularly book corners;



XXXVI.marking of work shows pupils quite clearly how they can improve, checks for increased effort
and involves pupils more closely in improving their own performance;
XXXVII.teachers expectations are consistently high for work output and behaviour.

The main references to the above weaknesses can be found in paragraph no's:7,13-16, 27, 28, 38, 39,
70, 92, 93,99, 103.

Better provison ismadefor pupilson theregister of special educational needs by ensuring that:
XXXVIIl.the time dlocated for the coordinator enables her to fulfil the role effectively in order to gain
sufficient first hand evidence of pupils progress;

XXXI1X.those pupils at the higher levels of need receive their full entitlement to support;

XL.resources are improved to support teachers in matching work to individual needs;

XLI.targets for individua pupils go beyond focusing on language needs and give more detailed support
in numeracy and other curriculum areas.

The main references to the above weaknesses can be found in paragraph no’s: 14, 33, 48, 58, 63, 65,
94.

The assertive discipline policy is consistently used to support pupils behaviour by ensuring that:
XLI1.the school's policy is fully and consistently implemented;

XLII.al staff, teaching and non teaching, understand the aims of the policy;

XLIV further training and support are given to staff on implementing the philosophy;

XLV .pupils are made fully aware of the consequences of their actions;

XLVI.the implementation of the policy is monitored for success.

The main references to the above weaknesses can be found in paragraph no’s: 15, 16, 18, 27, 57, 95,
107, 109.

In addition to the weaknesses outlined other less significant weaknesses which the governors will want
to address can be found in paragraph no’'s: 13, 26, 45, 48, 54, 66, 68, 90, 91,153.

INTRODUCTION
Characteristics of the school

1 St Thomas Church of England voluntary aided primary school is housed in a modern building
set in aresidentia area with a purpose built nursery unit on site which was opened in 1993. The 238
pupils on roll, 114 boys and 124 girls include four pupils from ethnic minority backgrounds. Pupils
mainly come from homes where parents have their own business or from professional backgrounds.
Those pupils who are under five enter the reception class in September at the age of four. Most have
attended the nursery prior to entry. There is awide range of achievement on entry to the school, the
majority are of average attainment. Nineteen per cent of pupils are on the register of special educational
needs. Three pupils have statements of special educationa need. One per cent of pupils have English as
a second language. The three per cent of pupils who are eligible for free schools, is well below the
national average but is not an accurate reflection of the pupils socio-economic circumstances. The
school has dropped its standard number on intake from 35 to 30 and this became operationa in
September of this year.

2. The school aimsto:
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XLVII. provide a happy and caring environment where each child is encouraged to develop
academically, creatively, physically, socialy, emotionally and spiritually to their full potential;

XLVIII. foster Christian beliefs and values;

XLIX. help children to acquire knowledge, skills and attitudes that will be relevant to themin
future life;

L. enhance children’ s self-esteem and their feelings of self-worth;
LI. develop links between the home, school and community;
LII. provide children with opportunities to participate in sports.

1 The school has carried over the key issues raised in the previous report to:

address ways to improve the standards attained by the most able pupils and to set the target
of increasing the number of children attaining at Level 3 and Level 5 in English,
mathematics and science at Key Stages 1 and 2 respectively;

as priorities, together with:
the implementation of the National Numeracy Strategy from September 1999;
the production of a system of assessment in science;
the development of an Early Y ears curriculum;

to sustain the delivery of a broad and balanced curriculum whilst implementing the National
Literacy and Numeracy strategies.

Key indicators
Attainment at Key Stage 1

Number of registered pupils in final year of Key Year

Stage 1 for latest reporting year: Boys Girls Tota

1999 22 13 35

National Curriculum Test/Task Results Reading Writing Mathematics
Number of pupils Boys 19 21 22
a NC Leve 2 or Girls 13 13 13
above Total 32 34 35
Percentage at NC School 91 (94) 97 (91) 100 (86)
Level 2 or above National 82 (80) 83 (81) 87 (84)

! Percentage in parenthesesrefer to the year before the latest reporting year
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Teacher Assessments Reading Mathematics Science
Number of pupils Boys 19 22 22
a NC Leve 2 or Girls 13 13 13
above Total 32 33 35
Percentage at NC School 92 (91) 100 (89) 100 (94)
Level 2 or above National 82 (80) 86 (85) 87 (86)

Attainment at Key Stage v

Number of registered pupils in final year of Key ,
Stage 2 for latest reporting year: Year Boys Gils Totd
1999 21 13 34

National Curriculum Test Results English Mathematics Science
Number of pupils Boys 15 15 15
a NC Leve 4 or Girls 12 11 12
above Total 27 26 25
Percentage at NC School 79(68) 76(65) 74(68)
Level 4 or above National 70(65) 69(59) 78(69)
Teacher Assessments English Mathematics Science
Number of pupils Boys 9 12 8
a NC Leve 4 or Girls 12 11 11
above Total 21 23 19
Percentage at NC School 62(77) 68(77) 56 (77)
Level 4 or above National 70(65) 69(65) 78(71)

! Percentage in parentheses refer to the year before the latest reporting year

Attendance
Percentage of half days (sessions) missed %
through absence for the latest complete Authorised School 4.6
reporting year: Absence National comparativedata 5.7

Unauthorised School 0.02
Absence National comparativedata 0.5
Exclusons

Number of exclusions of pupils (of statutory school age) during
the previous year:

Quality of teaching

12

Fixed period
Permanent

Number



Percentage of teaching observed which is. %
Very good or better 29
Satisfactory or better 96
Less than satisfactory 4

PART A: ASPECTSOF THE SCHOOL
EDUCATIONAL STANDARDSACHIEVED BY PUPILSAT THE SCHOOL
Attainment and progress

4, The most recent Key Stage 2 national test results for 1999 show that in English and
mathematics, the proportion of pupils who attained at the expected Level 4 or higher was above
what is found nationally. In science, the school's results were close to the national average. In
comparison to similar schools science results are well below average, English is below and
mathematicsisin line. The school has low levels of free school meals upon which this latter
comparison is made. Thislow percentage is not atrue reflection of the socio-economic intake,
which is broadly average. The school's results for Key Stage 1 are well above what is usually
found in reading, writing, mathematics and in the teacher assessments for science. In comparison to
similar schools the writing and mathematics results were well above what is usually found and
reading results were average. The results at both key stages are an improvement on previous
years. The school had organised considerable additional support for the testsin 1999 where
targeted groups of pupils at both key stages were withdrawn for literacy and numeracy lessons
enabling areduction in class sizes and for specific weaknesses to be addressed. In addition, the
school made full use of the booster classes funded nationally.

5. The inspection, which assesses pupils attainment over al aspects of their learning in the
core subjects, finds that by the age of 11, most pupils attain average standards in English,
mathematics and science with a minority who attain above in reading, mathematics and science.

6. The previous inspection found that standards were average in most subjects and test results
in line with national averages. The inspection findings (which assess pupils attainment across al
aspects of their learning) then and now, show little difference in pupils overall performance by the
age of 11 but test results have improved as a consegquence of additional support and improved
teaching quality. When comparing test results with the inspection findings caution should be
exercised as different groups of pupils are involved in the judgements.

7. In English, speaking and listening, skills are sound overall but listening does range from
very good to poor. Too many pupils have not yet learned to wait and listen to others before
speaking. Pupils by the end of Key Stage 1 have made a good start to reading. They have a suitable
range of ways to read unknown words and can share the main points of the story readily. By the
end of Key Stage 2, pupils read a broad range of texts and have a generally good knowledge of
authors and the genre of books they write. In the withdrawal group for literacy in Year 6, the
standard of reading and the pupils insight in comparing classic and modern texts is above what is
expected due to the very good teaching. Standards in writing are satisfactory overall by the end of
both key stages but weaknesses do remain from the previous inspection. There is little evidence of
any pupils attaining above expectations in writing, indeed there are weaknesses in the pupils
abilities to present work to a consistently good level using a joined and fluent script, in drafting and
in producing extended writing of any rea quality. Spelling is satisfactory. The school has set aside
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additional time beyond the literacy hour to improve pupils abilities in writing for a range of
purposes. As yet thisinitiative shows little impact on attainment.

8. In mathematics, standards are in line with expectations by the ages of seven and 11.
Progress in number work is good and the work in the application of the National Numeracy
strategy is having a positive effect on standards, although the use of the final part of the lesson to
re-emphasise learning is not yet being used effectively. Pupilsin Year 2 understand place value
well using hundreds, tens and units and can complete examples of addition and subtraction showing
the correct layout of their sums. By the end of Y ear 6 pupils can solve both long multiplication and
division sums, showing the correct layout. Many pupilsin their recall of tables and their powers of
mental calculation are making good progress. Pupils do not always make satisfactory progressin
the use and application of mathematics in problem solving and investigations. In severa classes,
where teachers work rigidly through the core textbook, opportunities for investigation driven by the
interests of pupilsis limited and therefore progress is much dower. In their work on shape, space
and measures, pupils make sound progress. Progress in handling data is satisfactory, but with
examples of good progress in some work.

9. In science, by the end of Key Stage 1, pupils satisfactorily develop their scientific
investigation and experimentation skills. Most pupils have a secure knowledge and understanding
of life processes and living things. Y ear 2 pupils can make simple predictions and compare their
findings with what they predicted. For example, when naming creatures such as ants, frogs, newts
and worms and describe their favourite habitats. They use simple organisational skills well to
record their findings accurately and clearly. By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils have developed
further their scientific understanding, observational skills and their ability to investigate a line of
enquiry, and to use their literacy and numeracy skills effectively in the process of recording their
investigation. Mogt are able to make sensible predictions. They have a secure knowledge of life
processes and living things and their knowledge and understanding of materials and their properties
and of physical phenomena such as electricity are sound. They are able to use scientific vocabulary
well and understand the need for fair testing within the investigative process. However, they do not
regularly use their own hypothesisto set up lines of investigation for themselves. They make good
use of their literacy and numeracy skills to record their findings but need to improve their
organisational, handwriting and presentation skills dramatically. | nformation technology is under
used in data handling.

10. In information technology standards are below what is expected by the ages of seven and
11. The requirements of the Nationa Curriculum Programmes of Study are not addressed at all
well; pupils do not have enough opportunity to learn and practise skills of word processing, too
little use is made of computersto collect, store, analyse and record findings which has a negative
effect on their attainment and progress throughout the school and they have very limited
experience of using communication technology for example, the internet and information systems
on the television. In addition, their experience of using control devices and modelling and
simulation programs is scant. Resources are unsatisfactory and this along with insufficient time
alocated to the teaching of skills and alack of subject knowledge by staff impedes progress and
ultimately resultsin low attainment.

11. Pupils attain as generally expected by the age of 11 in al of the other subjects except for
design and technology where there iswork of good quality.

12. Attainment on entry to the schooal is broadly average. Children under five years old in the
nursery and reception classes make good progress towards the recommended learning outcomes for
this age. By the time they reach the reception class some are working well towards the targets of
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the National Curriculum. The children attain and progress very well in personal and social skills
which is a direct results of the good and very good teaching they receive from classteachers and
NUrsery Nurses.

13. The implementation of the National Literacy project is well planned and has been effective
so far in supporting attainment and progress. The school has aready carried out a sound audit of
needs which recognises the weaknesses in writing identified by this inspection. Most teachers give
due emphasis to the elements of the hour although in some classes more attention needs to be
devoted to the plenary sessions to aid assessment and check on pupils misconceptions. The
effectiveness of the school's strategy for numeracy is sound.

14. Pupils progressis satisfactory overall at both key stages with good progress being made
most noticeably in Year 1 and Year 5 almost consistently and in the withdrawal groups for literacy
and numeracy in Years 5 and 6. This good progress is linked inextricably to the quality of teaching
and the teachers abilities to manage pupils very well. Pupils at stage 1 on the specia educationa
needs register make sound progress and classteachers work hard within the large classes to cater
for their needs and fine tune work. Pupils with Statements of Special Educational Needs make good
progress most noticeably so in Y ear 6 where the quality of classroom assistant support is excellent.
However, the pupils at stages two and three on the register make unsatisfactory progress overall
because they receive too little regular and focused support to meet their needs in spite of the best
efforts of classteachers. Higher attaining pupils make variable progress, it is particularly good in
Year 5 and in the support groups for Year 6. In other classes work is generally matched adequately
and teachers questioning and intervention does challenge pupils to think. However, thereis
considerable scope to improve progress for these pupils, especially in mathematics where
commercial texts drive the programme of work. This approach is not flexible enough to stimulate
pupils to solve problems or challenge them with investigations to test and deepen their knowledge
and understanding. Homework supports pupils progress well particularly in reading and spelling.
Y ear 6 pupils are gaining the discipline of homework well in preparation for secondary school.

15. The progress of pupilsin Year 3 isinconsistent and at timestoo slow. These pupils
achieved well in the national tests in the summer of 1999 but their current work does not reflect
suitable progress having been made since then. It is alarge class with a high proportion of boys,
some of whom are very immature and display silly behaviour. A good number, both girls and boys,
are poor listeners. The class teacher does not manage the pupils behaviour well and this resultsin
some unsatisfactory teaching. Finaly, these pupils received considerable support prior to the tests;
pupils were withdrawn to reduce the size of the teaching groups. This was effective in raising
attainment at the end of the key stage. However, this level of support is no longer available.
Additional literacy support has been provided for four twenty minute sessions per week but this
work is driven by outside agencies and is not linked to the pupils hormal work programme.
Difficulties arise when pupils return to class at the end of their support sessions. This owed
progress raises concerns on a number of counts; how great is the added value given the high level
of prior input to these pupilsin staffing and time during the previous year, the pupils present needs
already require some compensation and for the future, the dowed progress must have a cumulative
effect creating undue demands on other staff and hindering the next stages of pupils learning.

16. In some classes progress is hindered because too many pupils have a poor work ethic and
are not good listeners in spite of the good teaching and interesting work offered to them. There are
asurprising number of pupils who have not yet learned that they are one of many. In a number of
classes the assertive discipline policy is not consistently used to keep pupils on task. The marking
of work (identified by the previous inspection) remains a weakness and hinders pupils in improving
their own work.
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Attitudes, behaviour and personal development

17. The pupils attitude to learning is satisfactory. Behaviour is good and personal
development is very good.

18. The behaviour of the majority of pupils observed about the school and in their classesis
overall good and has a positive effect on attainment and progress. Some disruptive behaviour
observed across the key stages involved small groups of pupils who display alack of self-discipline
and are immature. Pupils generaly do not have well developed learning skills. Where poor
behaviour restricted lesson progress, inconsistent application of the school's behaviour management
strategies was a contributory factor. An example of poor behaviour occurred in Year 4 during an
English lesson where pupils were noisy, some lacked self-discipline and the rate of work was found
to be dow for their age and ability, however, the majority of pupils work with enthusiasm. They
are eager to contribute to lessons and can work with appropriate independence or cooperation.
During a science lesson for Y ear 1, the pupils listened and responded to the teacher's questions.
They worked well independently but were happy to share ideas and equipment.

19. Parents have expressed concern at how the school deals with bullying. The school has a
policy and procedures for dealing with incidents of bullying which are consistently applied. Two
pupils were subject to afixed period exclusion during the previous academic year when the school's
procedures were properly applied and involved the parents in the process. There is no evidence of
significant levels of bullying.

20. The quality of relationships between pupils and between pupils and staff is very good.
They are caring and sociable with each other during recreation and generaly cooperative and
sharing in lessons. They are trusting and confident with teaching and support staff. The school has
asmall number of ethnic minority pupils who are accepted without discrimination.

21. The pupils are actively involved in their local community, they support a number of local
charities and national and they enjoy a range of educational visits. Y ear 6 pupils support younger
pupils with their reading, they organised and sponsored fund raising to support Christian Aid
during the summer term and they assist class teachers during lunch break.

22. Those pupils who are under five years are settling well into school life. Many show
appropriate levels of independence, social skills and confidence. Some are familiar with a computer
mouse for basic activity. They are well behaved and have sound listening skills.

23. The pupils attitudes, behaviour and personal development make an overall satisfactory
contribution to their attainment and progress.

Attendance

24, The school maintains good levels of attendance which are consistently above 90 per cent.
The pupils arrive promptly at the start of the school day and there is no significant level of late
attending. The school has improved punctuality from the previous report, which found levels of
persistent lateness. The registers are completed promptly and effective monitoring ensures that
details of registration are properly recorded. The school has not been successful in reducing the
level of absence due to pupils taking holiday during term time. These absences must affect progress
somewhat. Thisis a significant feature of authorised absence. School governors have met their
responsihility for the publication of attendance levels. There are good arrangements for early
follow up in the event of a pupil not attending.
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QUALITY OF EDUCATION PROVIDED

The quality of teaching

25. The quality of teaching is good overall at all key stages. In amost three out of four lessons
teaching is good or better, it is satisfactory in almost one quarter and a small number are
unsatisfactory. Teaching for pupils under five is good overall with about equal proportions being
good or very good. At Key Stage 1, half of the lessons are good and the remainder are very good or
satisfactory in about equal balance. In Key Stage 2 just under two thirds are good or better, amost
one third are satisfactory and the remainder represents the small amount of unsatisfactory teaching
seenin Year 3.

26. Pupils under five make a good start to their school career and their progressis good
because of the good and very good teaching which prevails in the nursery and the reception class.
Teachers are ably supported by well-qualified nursery nurses all of whom have very secure
knowledge and understanding of the needs of young children, the recommended Desirable Learning
Outcomes and of child development. The teaching of personal and socia development is
consistently very good and contributes significantly to the quality of education. There is a very high
expectation by al adults for children to feel safe and secure. The relationships within both the
nursery and the reception promote self-esteem for the children whilst setting clear parameters for
behaviour and attention. For example, at the start of the day in reception the welcome the children
receive from the teacher, the time taken by her to listen to what they had to say and the care given
set a positive tone for the day. Planning in both classesis detailed and comprehensive across the
Desirable Learning Outcomes and towards the National Curriculum in reception. Routines have
been well established even at this early stage of the year through very effective organisation of the
children. For example, in the nursery, after the very good telling of the story of 'Elmer the
Elephant’, in which the children made very good progressin listening and following the sequence
of events the children could readily tell the nursery nurse how they organised themselves for snack
time and what choices they had. Timeis used well for quality input from adults with individuals
and groups. For example, in the nursery the teacher works with individuals on assessment activities
and the questions help to draw from the children their points of view and preferences in a probing,
but caring manner. There is a sensible balance in the nursery of structured and unstructured play
activities with regular but appropriate adult intervention to support language development. There is
some scope to reduce the range of activities happening at one time, for example, quiet and noisy, to
enable al children and adults to focus on the tasks. In avery good lesson in the nursery, children
made good progress in counting fruit into tubs and bricks into lorries, they studied themselvesin a
mirror to describe their own features and happily made ‘fairy cakes under guidance. The teacher
and assistants had created a purposeful environment giving the children confidence to explore for
themselves. In the reception class, the teaching of literacy and numeracy were good. The teaching
of physical development was very good in alesson exploring how different parts of our bodies can
help us move. The planning was very well trandated into practice, variables such as speed and size
of steps were introduced, clear language was used and behaviour management was excellent being
supportive but firm and ensuring; no time was lost. The tasks challenged these young children to
explore their own capabilities in moving on different parts of their feet. There is very good liaison
between the nursery and reception teachers to ensure planning and activities aid continuity and
progress without repetition.

27. In Key Stage 1, overall teaching quality is good. Three teachers, two in Year 1 and onein
Year 2, teach the Key Stage 1 pupils. General strengths of the teaching include secure knowledge
of the National Curriculum, particularly literacy and numeracy, which is reflected in the good
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quality, detailed medium and short term planning. Teachers expectations for attention and
behaviour are generally good but at times there is insufficient attention to keeping pupils on task
when in both classes, groups of pupils, do not display an innate, positive work ethic. All teachers
effectively organise and manage the activities, in spite of the fact that the classroom for Y ear 2
pupilsis far too small for 35 children. The teaching of literacy makes a good contribution to pupils
progress. For example, in Year 2, in alesson to build upon pupils abilities to follow instructions,
the teacher uses classroom support staff effectively to balance the practical task of making a
gingerbread man with pupils reading the instructions from enlarged text. Questioning is very
effective to assess pupils recall of the sequence of the recipe. Explanations are simple and clear
and correct language is used. InYear 1, geography is taught very well and the teacher ensures that
pupils acquire a broad base of subject vocabulary. The organisation of two teachers allocated to
Year 1 to keep teaching groups below thirty is effective in supporting the range of need within the
class, including for pupils with special educational needs and higher attainers. This cooperative
teaching worked very well in a science lesson, when the subject skills of observation and
investigation were highlighted when pupils where studying food and exercise. In Year 2, science
was also taught very well but the size of the class and limited space created an onerous burden on
the teacher to give quality time to the range of need and the demands of some very lively pupils.
The teaching of numeracy in Key Stage 1 is good. Classroom displays support the learning well.

28. In Key Stage 2, there is greater variation in the quality of teaching; it ranges from excellent
to unsatisfactory and is good overall. Planning, subject knowledge and relationships are the
common strengths of the teaching. However, there is too much variance in the teachers
presentation of lessons, their expectations for behaviour, tolerance of inattention, quality of work
produced and the level of challenge within subjects and classes. Literacy and numeracy are taught
at least satisfactorily in Years4, 5 and 6. In Year 3, literacy teaching is generally satisfactory but
the teaching of numeracy is unsatisfactory. The best teaching is heavily weighted to the upper key
stage with the very best teaching consistently in Year 5 and with the support groups for literacy
and numeracy in the upper school. For example, the Year 6 target withdrawal group for literacy
benefited from very good teaching when studying the language used in modern and classic texts. In
Year 5, there is excellent direct teaching of data analysis linked to probability, the pace and
challenge of the lesson was rapid and motivated al pupils to focus and produce quick responses
and plenty of work. The plenary session was particularly effective in looking at how well lesson
objectives had been achieved and to clarify what pupils had understood. In Years 3 and 4 there are
some weaknesses in the management of pupils behaviour. They are however, most significant in
Year 3 and reduce the quality of teaching to unsatisfactory as the pupils progress is significantly
diminished in mathematics lessons. Introductions to lessons are mainly satisfactory but the
teacher'sinput is reduced because pupils are alowed to be disruptive and inattentive without
appropriate intervention. There are many demanding pupils in this class some of who are very
immature. This large class was given extra support in the previous year, which is now not
available.

29. Homework makes a positive contribution to pupils progress especialy in reading. Some
issues arise from scrutiny of classrooms and pupils past work which affect progress. For example,
marking of work has not been improved sufficiently well since the last inspection to help pupils
improve their own performance. Not al class teachers use displays effectively to support the
teaching of literacy, reading corners are either non-existent or not well presented and finaly the
teachers example for handwriting is not of a consistently high quality to set pupils an appropriate
standard.

30. At thetime of the last ingpection teaching was judged as satisfactory with some good
features. It has improved to good overall with more very good teaching than found before. The
quality of teachers planning has improved and assessment procedures are now good and used
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satisfactorily overal. Plans are modified following day to day assessments and learning outcomes
more regularly monitored. The monitoring of teaching to identify strengths and weaknesses has aso
improved and through staff review has resulted in some re-organisation of teaching responsibilities.
Theissues related to pace, challenge and match of task to ability have improved but there is till
scope for greater consistency in teaching between classes particularly in Key Stage 2 and for
challenge to pupils in mathematics teaching to reach the high levels demonstrated in Year 5. Not all
teachers fully understand or use effectively the school's assertive discipline policy.

The curriculum and assessment

31 The school’s curriculum is balanced and broadly based and includes all subjects of the
National Curriculum and religious education. However, the curriculum for information technology
does not meet statutory requirements and is unsatisfactory. This was a key issue at the last
ingpection and has not yet been addressed satisfactorily, athough the school has made effortsto
address the problem. Adequate time is allocated for the different subjects, in line with
recommendations. Appropriate time is set aside for literacy and numeracy, in line with national
recommendations. The governors are reviewing the teaching of sex education, whilst the teaching
of drugs awareness and healthy living are touched on in science and supported by visits from the
Life Education Trust. The overall time for teaching in Key Stage 2 isjust below that which is
recommended. Children under five are taught through the recommended aress of learning and, by
the age of five, they are well prepared to begin the National Curriculum.

32. The school provides satisfactory access for all pupils to the National Curriculum, with the
exception of information technology. The needs of the higher attaining pupils, however, are not
always being met. In literacy and numeracy in Years 5 and 6, the school is providing extra support
for agroup of pupils of average ability in order that they may be more prepared to achieve national
standards at the end of key stage tests. In theory, this then gives class teachers smaller groups of
lower and higher ability pupils with whom to work. In practice, there are rather too many occasions
when these pupils do not receive work that challenges their ability and, therefore, do not always
make the progress appropriate to their abilities.

33. Procedures for identification of pupils with special educational needs are well established
and documented, in line with the recommendations of the Code of practice. Parents are fully
informed. Pupils with a Statement of Special Educational Need receive their entitlement from
classroom assistants who provide excellent support. Classteachers work hard to plan work for all
pupils on the register. Individual educational plans are in place as required for pupils on the
register. Thereis evidence that targets are reviewed on a haf-termly basis. However, the targetsin
the plans are focused mainly on language and numeracy and pupils other curriculum needs are not
given enough emphasis. There is hot enough support for those pupils who are on the register at
stages 2 and 3. In addition the specia educational needs coordinator does not have enough
opportunity to gain first hand knowledge of how well pupils are progressing within classes.

34. The curriculumis well planned to ensure that pupils make consistent progress through the
school. All subjects are guided by well informed policies and detailed schemes of work. They are
often based on official guidelines, both national and local, which underpin the school’ s own plans.
Clear long term plans of the curriculum highlight topics, while medium term plans give clear
learning objectives and these show links with the National Curriculum and give space for
assessment opportunities.

35. Weekly plans ensure that the medium term plans are trandated accurately into daily good
practice. These now give a good response to the previous criticisms that planning did not have
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‘focused learning outcomes . Much of the current work is based on topics, through which many
aspects of the curriculum can be directed. For example, work on Victorians includes not smply
history, but art, design and technology and literacy work.

36. Recent policy changes concerning homework made this September, have led to pupils
taking on regular homework which makes not only a positive contribution to the progress they
make, but also prepares them well for their move to secondary school. The views of parents were
divided on thisissue, some fedl thereistoo much homework and others too little. The inspection
finds that the amount of homework is appropriate and supports learning well.

37. A very good range of extracurricular activities taken by both teachers and other adults,
enriches the school curriculum. The school has a number of teams taking part in both mixed and
single gender competitions. Club activities include gymnastics, choir, recorders, girls netball, boys
and girls football, rugby, chess and art and craft. A large number of pupils attend these activities.
For example, over 35 pupils gave up a sunny lunchtime to go to choir club and take part in singing
activities, al of which would support their genera progressin music.

38. Marking of work was noted as being in need of development at the last inspection.
Although the school has held discussions on the subject with all staff and has produced a policy
statement, the inspection noted that there are still inconsistencies in the way that teachers
implement the policy. On too many occasions marking simply shows what is wrong, but does not
give pupils enough ideas on how to improve or amend their work.

39. Good procedures are in place for assessing pupils attainment. The results of the National
Curriculum tests and other standardised tests are carefully analysed and used effectively to see
where pupils are not making progress in line with their abilities. This shows an improvement since
the last inspection. The organisation of literacy and numeracy work in Years 5 and 6 is largely
based on carefully collected data on which pupils of average ability are targeted in order to raise
their opportunities of reaching national expectations at the end of Key Stage 2 tests. Whilst this
does have a good short term effect, the lack of challenge for higher attaining pupils, who have aso
been identified through assessment, is not driving their progress forward fast enough.

40. The school keeps good records of pupils progress through agood “ tracking” scheme. The
records it keeps on pupils personal and socia development are weaker and do not take notice of
recommendations made nationally. The school is also in the early stages of developing portfolios of
work in order for teachers to check their own assessments against agreed examples of work
matched to the requirements of the National Curriculum. In order to give teachers a more secure
view of standards to assist them with their Teacher Assessment grades, the completion of these
portfolios of work is very important. For example, in the 1998 results of the tests at the end of Key
Stage 2, teachers assessed 35 per cent of the pupils as likely to achieve above the nationa
expectations in English. Only 10 per cent did. Whilst in the tests for mathemetics, carried out in
May this year, the teachers estimated that no pupils would achieve the higher Level 5. In fact 32
per cent did.

Pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
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41. Provision for the development of pupils spiritual, moral and socia development is good.
The development of their cultural valuesiis satisfactory.

42 The school ethos is clearly based on Christian traditions and it has a strong association
with the Anglican Church. Church worship takes place within the school. There is well -structured
provision for daily worship within school with parents and the local community invited to attend
worship on Thursdays. Collective worship seen during the inspection was very well attended by
the parents. This aspect of school life gives significant support to pupils spiritual development,
which is further extended through good curriculum provision. The provision for collective worship
is in accordance with statutory requirements. In Y ear 2 the pupils have a hature corner where they
studied how to help hedgehogs to hibernate. In Y ear 4 the pupils have researched the most
appropriate soil types for plant growth. These are useful experiences for pupils to develop a sense
of awe and wonder about life and living things.

43. The quality of pupils behaviour is good overal and they have a clear understanding of
right and wrong. The school's management of behaviour is based on assertive discipline recently
introduced but not consistently applied. This involved the pupils contributing to agreed rules for
conduct which are displayed in their classrooms. Their contribution to these rules clearly illustrates
their understanding of correct conduct athough not all abide by them. Pupils from Y ear 6 have
organised fund raising during the year for Christian Aid.

44, The quality of relationshipsis very good throughout the school. The pupils are supportive
and cooperative with one another during lessons and socialise well during recreational periods.
Pupils from Y ear 6 assist younger pupils with reading and assist class teachers during lunch
breaks. The pupils activitiesin their local community include taking part in a Victorian festival at
Christmas and the choir singing for elderly residents. Local residents are invited to attend the
school's annual fair, also for Eucharistic service.

45, The provision for development of pupils cultural values is satisfactory. The previous
ingpection report found cultural development to be good. The pupils attend outside venues for
educational vidits. Y ear 6 pupils have visited the theatre to see Romeo and Juliet as part of their
study of Shakespeare. Visiting speakers to the school include an author, a puppeteer and the 'Life
Education Unit'". Class 5, have studied the work of the artist Bridget Riley while class 3 have
studied the history of ancient Egypt. The opportunity exists for senior pupilsto learn how to play
musical instruments as part of the curriculum. Extracurricular activities include art and crafts. The
study of pupils' own culture and heritage is good, but whilst some time is given to the study of
other world religions, including Islam, Hinduism and Judaism and Y ear 6 pupils have studied how
the people of Kenya live there istoo little emphasis on pupils gaining an in depth understanding of
the multicultural society in which they will live as adults.

46. The provision that the school makes for pupils' attitudes, behaviour and personal
development has an overall positive impact on the attainment and progress of pupils with the
exception of where the school’ s assertive discipline is not consistently implemented.

47. Pupils who are under five years of age have a clear understanding of acceptable behaviour,
they relate well to one another and during play show an awareness of the need to cooperate. During
lunch they are seen standing in line and awaiting their turn and they take part in collective worship.
Their development is good.

Support, guidance and pupils welfare

48. The measures which the school takes to promote the welfare of pupils and the provision for
support and guidance are good. This has been sustained since the last inspection. The school is
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committed to give a high level of pastoral care and has produced guidelines for staff. The quality of
pastoral care is very good. Pupils are well known to staff and formal assessment and recording of
their progressis good overall. Provision to track the persona skills of pupilsis unsatisfactory. The
arrangements which the school makes to monitor pupils behaviour are good and provision for
monitoring records of attendance is very good. The support arrangements for pupils with specia
educational needs, varies from very good for pupils with statements of need to unsatisfactory and is
unsatisfactory overall.

49, The basis for the school's promotion of discipline and behaviour is through the introduction
of acontract agreed between home, school and pupil. The contract sets out expectations for each
party and includes codes of conduct. The procedures for discipline and good behaviour are
supported by a policy document, which commends assertive discipline strategies and pupils
involvement in formulating classroom rules. The school does not tolerate bullying and its policy
includes guidance on dealing with incidents. Although al staff have received training in assertive
discipline, it has only recently been introduced and its application is not consistent.

50. There are good procedures in place for child protection which are well understood by staff.
Although arrangements for promoting the health, safety and well being of pupils are good, the
school does not have aformal structure for risk assessment. The school has constructed a small
pond where pupils carry out research into plant and insect life under supervision. The pond is
unfenced and accessible by pupils without supervision. This needs addressing immediately.

51. Pupils are taught health and sex education during lessons. These arrangements are
supported by a range of visitorsto the school with advice on fire safety, personal safety and road
safety.

52. Pupils who are under five years of age are taught in a separate building with their own
play area. The hedth and safety provision for these pupilsis very good.

Partnership with parents and the community

53. The school's provision for partnership with parentsis good. Its links with the community
are very good. The provision has a positive impact on pupils attainment and progress.

54, The quality of information for parentsis overal good being provided through documents
such as the school prospectus, newdetters, guidance on introduction to the nursery, homework
diaries and progress reports to parents. Some parents have expressed concern about the quality of
information on pupils progress and in the provision of access through parents’ evenings, some
parents have voiced dissatisfaction with the number of opportunities and their timing. The
ingpections finds that the reportsto parents meet requirements but information about what children
can and cannot do well is not consistently informative. The school has two parents meetings, which
meet the statutory requirements to have at least one. The time allocated to parentsis rather short at
five minutes per child. The school's prospectus welcomes parental help with pupils education. A
policy document for parental involvement exists, the school has held mini workshops on pupils
work to which parents are invited and many parents attend Thursday worship and assembly.
Although some parents accompany pupils on outside visits, limited evidence was observed of
parent helpersin the classroom. Homework has recently been introduced but this does not meet
with the approval of all parents. A minority has expressed disapproval of the provision. The
ingpection finds that homework provision is appropriate and supportive to learning. The school has
avery active parent, teacher association.

55. Community links are well developed and a strength of the school. The school's links with
the church are very strong, enhanced by the fact that they share the same site. Several youth
organisations hold their activities in the school and a number of members are pupils from the
school. The pupils have held displaysin the local library, they attended the Victorian Festival
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Christmas and the school choir sing for local elderly residents. Members of the local community
attend the school's annual fair and take part in Eucharistic service. There are strong links with pre-
school and secondary school partners.

56. The provision for pupils who are under five years of age is very good. A 'Welcome to
Nursery' advice document invites classroom help and parents are welcomed into the class and
remain with their child until they have settled.

THE MANAGEMENT AND EFFICIENCY OF THE SCHOOL

L eader ship and management

57. The quality of leadership and management provided by the governors, the senior
management team and subject coordinators is good overal when al aspects are taken into account
with some very good features. They provide very clear educational direction for the school, set
reaisable targets and diligently monitor the school’ s progress towards them. However, they do not
achieve consistent discipline or meet al of their legal responsibilities.

58. The governing body works closely with the Headteacher and staff in determining the way
forward. Through their committee structure, the governors fulfil most of their duties as critical
friends and their responsibilities in ensuring that statutory requirements are met. Individual
governors make visits to the school to ensure that they have a sound understanding of the effects
their action plan has on the daily life of the school. Governors do not meet their responshilitiesin
respect of the delivery of information technology, the Code of Practice for pupils with special
educational needs and the appraisal procedures for teachers.

59. Since taking up her appointment following the last ingpection the Headteacher has had a
direct concern for the sustained improvement of the school. Development planning involving
members of staff has resulted in a common sense of purpose and a commitment to raising
standards. Recent major decisions have been made by the governing body; to lower the standard
number of pupils from 35 to 30; the restructuring of class teaching duties and curriculum
responsibilities and the setting up of target groups at the end of both key stages. These initiatives
have been accepted willingly by the staff and are having a direct impact raising standards in the
national tests, particularly for 11 year old pupils. However, there is evidence that the pupils good
progress is not being sustained in Y ear 3, where additional support is no longer available. Specific
action plans have been drawn up to safeguard the powers of delegation to curriculum coordinators.
These have been very successful in driving forward initiatives in curriculum and staff
development.
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60. The Headteacher and curriculum coordinators for the core subjects have successfully
monitored teachers curriculum planning, lesson preparation and observed their colleagues
classroom practice. This has enabled strengths and weaknesses to be identified and a supportive
programme of staff review and targeting to be established, which has had a positive effect on the
overal standard of teaching. However, the monitoring of pupils work in respect of marking,
presentation and handwriting has been less rigorous. There has been good support given to the
newly qualified teacher. The monitoring process and the need to meet government initiatives
successfully has influenced staff development. The process of staff review is well established and
the teachers feel very positive about its effect on their personal development and the school
generally. Coordinators are allocated a budget for their areas of responsibilities and are able to
influence spending which has resulted in the majority of curriculum areas being well resourced.

61. Thereisastrong Christian ethos within the school. The school’s aims, which have a
particular emphasis on providing a caring environment but covers al aspects of school are
generally well met and appreciated by the magjority of parents. There are policies in place for all
curriculum areas together with a range of other guidance which al have a positive effect on the
overdl quality of provision and the day to day life of the school. The exception is that the delivery
of information technology is not yet at a satisfactory level and investigative work in mathematics
and science is not giving pupils sufficient opportunities to determine their own line of enquiry to
solve given problems. The assertive discipline policy has yet to be successfully implemented and
used successfully throughout the working day by both teaching and non-teaching staff, although
there is good practice which may be emulated to raise all practice to the highest standards.

62. The school development plan is well established and used to steer the school forward.
Priorities are determined on an annua basis following lengthy reviews and evaluation of progress
made to date. Targets are set and costings worked out. Financia projections are considered and set
against objectives. For example, in working through the implications of the reduction in the
standard number, the need for a contingency plan to offset the adverse effects on staffing was
realised and met by the governors.

63. The schoal’ s ethos is sound overall with many good features. Teacher expectations of
their pupils are high with lessons that make good use of the time available and work, which is
generaly well matched to the needs of the pupils. The school as a learning environment is good
although some classrooms need to be better organised to support the pupils' literacy development
in particular. The procedures for supporting pupils with special educationa needs are established
and are in line with the Code of Practice. However, the provision to meet their needsis
unsatisfactory. There isinsufficient support for teachers dealing with high levels of need in large
classes. Although the pupils with Statements for Special Educational Need are receiving their
entitlement and making satisfactory progress.

Staffing, accommodation and learning resources

64. There is agood match between the number of teaching staff and the curricular needs of the
school. Theteachers are al appropriately qualified and since the last inspection thereis now a
better blend of experienced and more recently qualified teachers. Although the overall number of
teachersis high, the class sizes are also large, with five classes having 35 pupils. Over the last two
years there has been a high turnover of staff with four teacher changes and currently ateacher on
maternity leave. The parents commented upon this, and these changes in staff have had some
negative impact on pupils progress. However, under the direction of the senior management team
significant and beneficial steps have been taken to capitalise on staff strengths and minimise
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weaknesses towards stability for pupils. Subjects are coordinated by teachers, who not only have a
specia interest in the subject, but in some cases also have specialist knowledge of their subject.

65. The number of non-teaching staff employed by the school is hot enough to support
teachers with large pupil numbersin small classrooms and is unsatisfactory. It has a negative
impact on the progress pupils make. Those who are employed in the school work well in their
various roles, supporting those with special needs or giving more general support to teachers.

66. The arrangements for the professiona development of staff are good. The school has
recently re-written the job descriptions of al members of staff. Whilst these are well written, they
do not yet have targets which can be regularly evaluated for success. Appraisal is not being carried
out in line with requirements and is therefore unsatisfactory and an issue to be addressed by
governors. However, the school has established a good system of staff development, which is
organised through audits, staff development interviews and action plans which to some extent
reflects the principles of the appraisal process and is proving beneficia to staff development. The
outcomes of these meetings ensure that staff development is linked not only to the school's own
development plan, but to the needs of the teachers. This has a positive impact on the success of
their teaching. The induction process for newly qualified teachers is very good and involves the
teacher having a mentor, being observed teaching, having opportunities to see colleagues at work
and having release time to attend courses.

67. The school’ s accommodation is satisfactory for the effective delivery of the curriculum.
Strengths are noted in the large area available for both playground and playing field, giving pupils
good access for play and outside games. The school benefits from having a good sized hall, a
recently developed food technology area, good space for the education of nursery pupils, two small
libraries and other spaces used for group activities. In the main building, where floor levels change,
the school has installed suitable measures for the support of pupils with physical disabilities.
However the school does have weaknesses in its accommodation. Several of the classes are small in
floor area for effective teaching of more than 30 pupils. The class used for the reception pupilsis
built on two levels and makes supervision of pupils difficult.

68. Overdl the resources of the school are satisfactory and make a sound contribution to the
quality of education provided. There are strengths in the provision for science and music, athough
there are major wesknesses in the provision for information technology. The provision of some
aspects of resources for the children who are under five is unsatisfactory in the amount of large
congtruction equipment available to develop gross motor skills. The weakness in geography noted
at the last ingpection has now been improved. Although there are some good displays in one or two
classrooms, the classrooms do not show enough support for the development of literacy, with too
few book corners and quality displays of written work. The visits the pupils make to such places as
Wigan Pier, Towneley Hall and to a Tudor workshop, together with the visitors who come to the
school to support such areas as music, al have a positive effect on the standards pupils achieve.

The efficiency of the school

69. The overall efficiency of the school is satisfactory. There are areas of strength in financial
management but some weaknesses in staffing and resources.

70. Financia planning and control are very good. The school makes good use of a Local
Education Authority Financial Officer to help formulate the school’ s spending plan and forecast
the school’ s financial position over athree year period in partnership with the governing body. The
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contingency fund of approximately £20,000, accumulated to offset the loss of revenue following
the reduction in the standard number is a prime example of this good practice. Funding is currently
being used to provide high quality teaching for target groups of pupils which is having a beneficia
effect on the pupils attainment and progress. However, the governors and Headteacher are
exercising caution as they feel vulnerable to the loss of budget revenue and the implications it has
on future staffing and resources generally throughout the school, especialy as current provision
for the support of pupils with specia educational needs and the time available to the coordinator is
a an unsatisfactory level. They are also aware that the resources available for the delivery of
information technology are well below the required standard. The governing body monitors
spending and uses the clear targets in the school development plan to evaluate “ value added” in
terms of expenditure against what has been achieved. The school is using funding successfully to
provide two teachers for the large number of Year 1 pupils and to target pupils at the end of both
key stages to impact on test results. However, this initiative does have a negative effect that once
pupils move from Key Stage 1 to early Key Stage 2, the high level of support is no longer
available, the rapid progress and added value made cannot be sustained and a resultant slowing of
progress is very evident within the large classesin Years 3 and 4.

71. The use of teaching and support staff is satisfactory overal. There is some use of

specialist teaching for literacy, mathematics, religious education and information technology by the
Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher, which has a positive effect on standards. Due to the lack of
support staff class teachers are put under severe pressure in providing work matched to the needs
of their pupils with high levels of specia needs. The support staff give very good quality help and
attention to the pupils who benefit tremendoudly from the caring relationship and skilled input. This
is particularly so for the pupils with statements of special educational needs. The staff development
programme is linked to meeting targets within the school development plan and funds are used
effectively to meet both the staff’ s needs and those of the school in general.

72. The use of the accommodation is satisfactory overall as is the use of resources, except
those for information technology, which are under used by some staff. Use made of the hall and
outside areas, the local environment, educational visits and visitorsto the school al help to widen
the pupils' learning experiences and have a positive effect on the overall quality of education being
provided.

73. Time is used effectively in most classes. Lessons start promptly and teachers expectations
are generaly high. Teachers run clubs during the lunch hour and at the end of the school day which
are well attended by the pupils. Time has been well spent on the implementation of the Literacy and
Numeracy Strategies.

74, Taking into account the pupils attainment and progress, the good quality of teaching the
availability of resources and the overall quality of education provided, the school gives satisfactory
value for money.
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PART B: CURRICULUM AREASAND SUBJECTS

AREAS OF LEARNING FOR CHILDREN UNDER FIVE

75. The school has a 40 place nursery class. Children progress to the reception class at the
beginning of the autumn term following their fourth birthday. The two classes are managed and
organised within an agreed early years policy. This decision is good in that it safeguards the
children’ s entitlement to arelevant and appropriate curriculum from the outset of their school life
through to Key Stage 1. The teachers and support staff work very well together to provide a good
learning environment for the children and give very good support for their persona and socia
development.

76. On entry to the reception class the children’s levels of attainment are broadly in line with
those found nationally. By the time they are five, most children achieve the Desirable Learning
Outcomes set nationadlly in personal and social development, language and literacy, mathematics,
knowledge and understanding of the world, physical development and creative development. In
some aspects, such as reading, writing and number, a few children have made good progress and at
the age of five, are working towards Level 1 of the National Curriculum.

Personal and social development

77. This aspect is very well developed. After only a short time in school, the youngest children
have generally settled well and are happy and secure in their classroom. They learn routines
quickly and show confidence and self-reliance in moving around their environment. They have a
positive attitude to learning, concentrate well in small groups or individualy and spend quite long
periods at chosen activities. They are beginning to share resources, such astoys, counters and
construction equipment, although a number of boys find it hard to collaborate and to wait their turn
when working on the computer. Many are confident to speak to adults and respond well to
guestions put to them by the teacher and support staff. Parents of those children who till find it
hard to be independent are encouraged to stay in class and to join in the activities until their child is
settled. In the reception class the deliberate teaching of routines and rules, including the use of
resources in the specific activity areas, sets the classroom tone. The teacher’s high expectations of
children’s behaviour and ahility to take care of themselves have a positive effect on the children’s
persona development. They respond by behaving well and following practices such as knowing the
need for, and being able to put on a painting apron by themselves. There are good opportunities
provided for children to choose activities and to work independently.

Language and literacy

78. An appropriate emphasis on developing the children’ s skills of speaking and listening is
evident in al the work done in both classes. The children are encouraged to listen carefully to their
teacher, other adults and to each other. Some are confident from a young age and talk articulately
about their experiences, whilst others have to be skilfully coaxed to make a response because of
their lack of confidence or breadth of vocabulary with which to expresstheir ideas or feelings. The
children enjoy the lively story telling and show familiarity with traditional tales. Many in reception
are beginning to recognise their own name and some letters and words in the shared reading
sessions. The encouragement to look at books from the earliest opportunity, as well as the use of
simple text around the classroom, helps to promote their reading skills. This strategy needs to be
extended in the reception class, so that the book corner and other displays become more vibrant and
atractive to the children. Where supported by their parents at home, the children make sound
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progress in learning words and letter sounds and reading of simple texts. Progressin writing is less
marked, athough there is good provison made to encourage the children to write. The teachers
expectations are appropriate and care is taken to value early scribbling and to encourage the
children to engage in writing activities beyond a rudimentary level.

80. Teaching is good, opportunities for language and literacy development permesate all
activities with specific input by the teachers and support staff through the mark making table, role
play, construction work, story time and singing.

M athematical development

81. Both the nursery and reception teacher take every opportunity to develop the children’s
mathematical language and understanding through structured direct teaching and play activities.
For example, young children enjoyed counting plastic fruit into tubs, classifying them by type and
colour and in placing bricks into toy lorries. Attention is given in both classes to exploiting
mathematical experiences as an integral part of classtopics and routines. Most children make
satisfactory progress and by the age of five, work accurately with numbers to ten, adding and
subtracting using apparatus and recording their answers formally. They are able to identify simple
shapes and have some experience of collecting, handling and recording datain a bar chart.
Information technology is used in a limited way to support mathematical development.

82. The quality of teaching is good, effective direct teaching of subject skills and regular use of
mathematical vocabulary has a positive effect on the children’s attainment and progress.

K nowledge and understanding of theworld

83. The children generaly have a sound level of knowledge and experience on starting school.
They make good progressin all aspects of this area of learning largely due to the emphasis placed
on first hand experiences. Through such activities as baking “ Fairy Cakes’, the children know that
ingredients such as flour and milk change when mixed together or heated. They have carried out
simple investigations and observations. In looking at themselves through a mirror, they are able to
describe features such as eye colour, length of hair and make judgements about similarities and
differences. They know the routines of the day and the layout of their classrooms. They are eager
to show their independence, want to share where things are kept and what they are used for.
Planning shows good coverage of al aspects of the recommended learning targets and by the age of
five most have achieved the Desirable Learning Outcomes and are working well towards the
National Curriculum.

84. The quality of teaching is good. The teachers are creative in their planning and skilled in
involving the children in a range of exciting and appropriate structured and unstructured activities.
Planning clearly identifies what the children are to learn from their activities, including play and
how they link into overall themes. Good use is made of baseline assessments and there are
appropriate and useful on-going records of the children’s achievements.

Physical development

85. It was not possible to observe the provision for children’s physical development other than
one lesson with the reception children and activities to foster manipulative skills such as using
scissors, pencils, crayons, brushes, jig saw pieces and construction materials. Many children show
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a competence on gtarting school and handle toys, tools and equipment with some dexterity. In the
lesson observed the children were able to follow directions successfully. They walked on tiptoe, on
their heels and showed increasingly good control of their body movements. They understood
directional language used by the teacher for example, forward, backwards and to the side. Whenin
the classrooms and playground, the children showed satisfactory control of their movements and an
awareness of space and other children.

86. Teaching in both classes promotes manipulative skills successfully and the children learn
to use arange of tools competently. The children would benefit further from the provision of large
congtructional apparatus to support the development of their gross motor skills.

Creative development

87. Useful experiences are provided through a wide range of activities within both classrooms.
The youngest children explore colour, texture, sounds and to use their imagination. In their play in
the role corner, they take on characters and create their own situations and events. The children
make three dimensional models using a range of materials, mix media such as fabric and paint,
print patterns, experiment with materials and draw on the computer screen. By the age of five they
achieve a satisfactory standard in their painting and drawing and have a good repertoire of songs
they know off by heart such as, “I have abody”and “Incy Wincy Spider” which they sing and act
out with gusto. The quality of teaching is very good and makes a positive contribution to pupils
progress

ENGLISH, MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE

English

88. The most recent national test resultsin 1999 for 11 year old pupils show that the
percentage of pupils attaining at the expected Level 4 or above at 79 per cent is better than the
national average of 70 per cent. Within this 26 per cent of pupils attained at the higher Level 5.
However, this good picture nationally is not replicated when compared with similar schools where
the school's results are below what others achieved. The latter comparison is based on the
proportion of pupils eligible for free school meals, which for St Thomas is low. However, the
inspection has identified factors, which require caution to be exercised in drawing too much from
the figures because the free school meals comparison is not an accurate reflection of the socio-
economic circumstances of pupils. For seven year old pupils, reading and writing results were well
above the national average and in comparison to similar schools they were in line for reading and
well above for writing. The cautionary note remains relevant.

89. The ingpection finds that by the ages of seven and 11 most pupils attain in line with
national expectations with a minority of pupils who attain above in reading by the ages of seven
and 11.

0. Standards by the age of seven in speaking and listening are broadly average with some
weakness in listening. Most pupils show considerable confidence in talking about their work and
matters, which interest them. They can explain and give reasonable justifications for their choices,
for example, when classifying creaturesinto sets in science. Pupils are capable of listening well and
following instructions. However, listening carefully to othersis not awell developed skill and to

29



some extent hinders progress. Too many have not yet learned that they are one of many. By the age
of 11, most pupils express themselves confidently using a good grasp of vocabulary relevant to the
subject. They are able to organise their thoughts and offer ideas particularly, for example, in
geography when they discuss why people travel in and out of cities, and in English, when
expressing preferences for genre of story they prefer. The pupils listening skills are satisfactory
overal but asin Key Stage 1, there is scope for improvement in listening critically to others
opinions. Pupils have ample opportunities through the experiences offered within all subjects to
answer questions and listen to arange of views. In language study of classic and modern
vocabulary the pupils learn to recognise and interpret different dialects. Pupils progressin listening
in Years 3 and 4 is at times unsatisfactory because some pupils are not attentive listeners and time
is wasted.

91. By the age of seven, standards in reading are average with a minority of pupils who read
well. Mogt have the ahility to recognise letter blends and to use these to break down unknown
words. The average and higher attaining pupils are beginning to be able to add expression. Most
can recall the main points and charactersin their reading books. Pupils refer to the picture and the
initial sounds of wordsto pick up clues about story meanings. A minority of pupils use terms such
as fiction and non-fiction and can describe how they would use an index or contents page to find
information. By the age of 11, pupils read well. They are able to search text for words, phrases
and sentences to find detail in passage. The higher attaining pupils recognise the main differences
in classic and modern texts, for example, longer sentences, the frequent use of connectives and the
different types of language used. They read a broad range of texts and express preferences for
authors and genre of story. These discussions lead to some incisive writing, which is well
structured. Most pupils can readily use dictionaries to aid spelling. Higher attaining pupils are
able to make adictionary of classic vocabulary and to give correct word meanings. Homework is
st in lessons to develop the skills learned and to encourage extended reading. Most pupils express
apleasure from reading but others do not. The classroom assistant in Y ear 6 supports pupils with
statements of educational need very well in literal comprehension skills. The oldest pupils regularly
complete and record their views on the books they have read. Although considerable funds have
been spent on book resources, the range of scheme readers is narrow and does not provide
sufficient range of vocabulary and style of texts to broaden pupils knowledge of language and
styles of writing.

92. By the age of seven, pupils standards of unaided writing are adequate when all evidence
from scrutiny of work is taken into account. Most can write about their own experiencesin simple
phrases and are beginning to use basic punctuation but many need regular reminders to do so.
Writing shows the pupils abilities to sequence stories and instructions using relevant vocabulary
and develop their ideas to make sense, for example, 'How to bath a dog'. Examples of work by
higher attaining pupils show good use of imaginative words, which capture the reader's interest
when they write about the circus. Most pupils spell common words correctly and they often make
plausible attempts at more complex words. In science, pupils write about the sequence of life
cycles and can complete charts about the wesather. By the age of 11, pupils have completed
correctly numerous exercises to show their knowledge and understanding of language study,
including work on nouns, adverbs, prefixes, connectives and homophones. In science, they use
labels accurately to label soil experiments. Year 6 pupils can write straightforward
autobiographical accounts, family descriptions, describe how to wire a plug and plan story settings
related to the works of William Shakespeare. The range of purpose for writing is better in the
upper school. However, in both key stages athough pupils have plenty of opportunities to write,
the quality and depth of their writing is somewhat disappointing. Handwriting isinconsistent and
pupils have not developed a joined and fluent style as expected. They do not readily transfer the
skills learned in language study to their own imaginative work or to planning and drafting of work
in a process of improvement. The school has recognised the need to improve, handwriting, drafting
and extended writing in its literacy audit. However, these aspects, highlighted at the time of the
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previous ingpection, do not show enough improvement since then.

93. Pupils progressiis satisfactory in most lessons and in the range of work covered. It is good
a Key Stage 1 and in the upper juniors. Pupils progressis sound in Y ear 4 but distracted by the
lack of awell established work ethic and the immaturity of a minority of pupilsin spite of the
teacher's frequent reminders. In comparison to their prior attainment in the 1999 tests for seven
olds, Year 3 pupils, are not progressing well enough.

94. Pupils at stage 1 of the specia educational needs register and those with statements of need
make sound progress, however, pupils at stages 2 and 3 do not receive the levels of support
required and in large classes their progress is affected adversely. Higher attaining pupils progress
well in reading, speaking and listening but not so in writing. As identified by the previous
inspection a ‘few pupils lack urgency in their work'. This still holds true but would refer to a
grester proportion of pupils. Too many children chat without purpose, are easily distracted or so
anxious to make their views known that they call out and distract the learning. These weaknesses
in pupils responses and attitudes hinder progress even though teaching quality is mainly good.

95, Pupils attitudes range from very good to poor. They are mainly satisfactory but in each
classthere is awide variance in response to learning. There are some good, interested workers who
are capable of showing initiative and independence and who settle to their work well. Others take
time to become involved but settle reasonably well, another group talk without purpose, interfere
with what others do and look for ways to distract them. This happens mainly in Years 3 and 4
where too often both boys and girls spend far too much time concerned with matters other than
their work. Behaviour management by the teachersis not always effective but least satisfactory in
Year 3.

96. Teaching in the lessons seen was mainly good but weaknesses still prevail from the
previous inspection even though overall teaching quality has improved from satisfactory to good
overal with more very good teaching. The literacy hour is effectively implemented. All elements
are well covered in planning and in delivery. Plenary sessions are the weakest aspect as too often
insufficient time is left for this important element to check progress and understanding.
Introductions are good and activities are matched to pupils needs by both outcome and task
although the latter is less frequent. In the best teaching in Y ear 1, the teachers planning and
delivery showed a good understanding of the English Programmes of Study and the National
Literacy Strategy. The teacher made very good use of a puppet theatre and stick puppets for
pupils to re-enact the story of Goldilocks. A correct example for handwriting was provided by the
teacher for pupilsto copy; this enabled good progress. The teacher used questioning well to probe
pupils understanding, for example, ‘Why do you think the bears went into the woods? Why were
the bears angry? The teacher usefully encouraged reference to the story. Further good teaching in
Y ear 2 enabled pupils to make good progress in following instructions when reading how to make
gingerbread men whilst the support assistant weighed and measured the ingredients. The classroom
display supported the activity very well.

97. In Key Stage 2, in Years 3 and 4, teaching is sound overall although interrupted on
occasion by the teachers not implementing the school's assertive discipline policy effectively.
However, in both classes pupils made some useful progress in retelling the story of ‘ The
Lighthouse Keeper's Lunch’ and in identifying features of journalistic writing. Teaching in Year 5
and 6 is mainly good. In the support groups for literacy the quality of teaching is enabling some
very good progressin reading. Texts are well chosen, word meanings explored, key questions asked
and very consistent reference made to the lesson objectives to focus pupils attention. The tenor of
the lessonsis relaxed, supportive but nevertheless rigorous. The teacher brooks no nonsense and
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expects and receives the pupils attention whilst maintaining their enjoyment. There is very good
on-going assessment of pupils understanding of the text.

98. General weaknesses evident from scrutiny include, marking which does not aways help
pupils to improve their work, insufficient expectation for presentation of work and not enough use
made of the classroom display to support the activities being taught, particularly in the creation of
reading corners. Homework for reading throughout the school supports progress well. All teachers
need to place greater emphasis on planning, drafting work for improvement and writing to achieve
quality and depth in order to raise standards further in writing.

99, The delivery of English overall meets the requirements of the Nationa Curriculum. The
school has devoted additional time each week to extended writing. On going assessments by
teachers are used to adapt work in the short term. The ethos in which the subject is taught is not
supporting learning well enough. The coordinator has a clear commitment to the subject and her
plan for improvement is appropriate.

M athematics

100.  The proportion of pupils attaining at the expected Level 4 or above in the 1999 National
Curriculum tests for pupilsin Y ear 6 was above the national average. |n comparison with similar
schools nationally, the results were broadly in line with the average for similar schools. Thereisno
significant difference between the achievements of boys and girls.

101.  Theinspection evidence shows that the current Y ear 6 pupils are on course to achieve the
national target of Level 4 by the end of this academic year and a significant minority of higher
attaining pupilsto attain at the higher Level 5. This current Y ear 6 contains a high proportion of
pupils with specia needs, whose progress is often unsatisfactory.

102.  Theresults of the 1999 National Curriculum assessments at the end of Key Stage 1 were
well above average nationally, and in line with when compared with similar schools. Once again,
the scores of boys and girls were similar. The results of the 1999 National Curriculum assessments
showed 100 per cent of the pupils obtained the average Leve 2 score with 11per cent obtaining the
higher Level 3 score. This shows an improvement in the percentage of pupils attaining at both
levels. However, the inspection finds that most pupils attain at the expected Level 2 in all three
subjects with a minority who attain above in numeracy, science and reading. Two notes of caution
when making comparison between previous test results and inspection findings. Firstly, different
groups of pupils are involved and those pupils who attained highly in the 1999 tests had
considerable additional support, their progress, without this support has subsequently sowed most
noticeably in numeracy.

103.  Overdll, pupils' progressis satisfactory with the exception of pupils at stages two and
three of specia educational needs. Pupils do not aways make satisfactory progressin the use and
application of mathematics in problem solving and investigations. In several classes, where
teachers work rigidly through the core textbook, opportunities for real investigation driven by the
interests of pupilsis limited and therefore progress is much sower especialy for the higher
attaining pupils. Pupilsin Year 5 are able to explain the results of football teams from graphs they
have created, while pupilsin Y ear 4 are able to carry on an investigation involving the use of
shapes built of squares, in order to check the differences in their perimeters. By the end of Year 6
pupils understand how to solve simple equations using both letters and numbers and their progress
is good.
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104.  Progressin number work is good and here the work in the application of the National
Numeracy Strategy is already having a positive effect on standards, although the use of the final
part of the lesson to re-emphasise learning is not yet being used effectively. Pupilsin Year 2
understand place value well using hundreds, tens and units and can complete examples of addition
and subtraction showing the correct layout of their sums. By the end of Y ear 6 pupils can solve
both long multiplication and division sums, showing the correct layout. Many pupilsin their recall
of tables and their powers of mental calculation are making good progress. Pupilsin Year 5 are
impressive in the way they can multiply and divide a wide range of numbers containing decimals,
by ten, 100, 1000 and 10000, in their heads, showing good knowledge of place value.

105. Intheir work on shape, space and measures, pupils make sound progress. By the end of

Y ear 2 pupils understand what right angles are and can measure length accurately in centimetres.
By the end of Year 6 pupils know what the radius and diameter of a circle means and can calculate
the areas of rectangles. Many have sound understanding of the relationships between centimetres
and metres, kilograms and grams and kilometres and metres.

106. Progressin handling data is satisfactory, but with examples of good progressin some
work. InYear 5 asmal group of average attainers recorded datain a graphical form and talked
sensibly about the scales they used and made good reference to the information given on each axis
of their graph. Later in work seen in Year 5, pupils showed good ability to take information from
graphs, showing that they could not only construct the graphs accurately but could interrogate the
graphs to gain the information they required. Pupilsin Y ear 6 made sound progressin their work
on probability. They were able to use phrases such as “ certain, likely and unlikely” when carrying
out probability testsin small groups.

107.  Pupils apply their numeracy skills satisfactorily across the curriculum, particularly in
science and design and technology. In science pupils record measurements accurately and use
labelled and soundly constructed graphs to show the results of their experiments. In design and
technology, measuring skills are used accurately in making a bridge in Year 5. However the use of
information technology to support the work in mathematics is not well developed. Too few
examples are seen during the inspection. Good use is made of the computer in Year 5 to input
football results datain order to print out the information and then work on it. Later, the same
pupils use the information to produce a bar chart for their work. Again, in Year 6, a pupil works
with adult support on the computer, in connection with work on probability.

108.  Pupils enjoy mathematics lessons and overal their response to the subject is satisfactory.
This overall judgement however, covers awide range of responses. The response of pupilsin Y ear
5 was very good overall, whilst the response of pupilsin Year 3 overall was unsatisfactory. In the
lessons where responses were good or very good, the pupils were enthusiastic and there was full
participation in the oral session. When work was explained, pupils settled quickly and worked well
both individually and in small groups. When asked to explain their work at the end of lessons,
pupils showed confidence and made good use of mathematical vocabulary. The good and very good
work in these lessons was closely linked to good and very good teaching. In the lessons where the
pupils responses were unsatisfactory, a significant minority of pupils, mainly boys, was not
motivated by the work and very quickly became off task. They enjoyed the mental recall work but
found it very difficult to settle to written work. They had poor ability to work independently and
often their antics distracted those who were working well. Once again this type of response was
related to the teacher not being able to motivate the pupils or to exercise consistent management of
the class in line with the school’ s discipline policy.

109. The qudlity of teaching is good overdl. During the inspection the teaching was excellent in
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eight per cent of lessons, very good in one per cent, good in 31 per cent, satisfactory in 31 per cent
and unsatisfactory in 15 per cent. The excellent, very good and good teaching have a significant
impact on the standards the pupils achieve and the good progress made in those lessons. Teachers
plan well for the numeracy hour, although they do not always leave time at the end of lessons to
draw together the learning through discussion. Equally, whilst amost al teachersindicate that they
have different ability groups within the class, they often show pages in the maths book as detail of
their recognition of the varying abilities of pupils, instead of providing specific objectives for those
pupilsto achieve. In avery good lesson in Y ear 5, the teacher showed good subject knowledge in
the way questions were posed and the work was set with appropriate challenges for al groups of
abilities. The pace of the lesson was very brisk and the teacher’ s enthusiasm and motivation carried
pupils along. The teacher, covering both behaviour and work, voiced high expectations and as a
result the pupils responded very well and progress was rapid.

110.  The previous inspection judged that greater challenge, more experience in practical work
and more consistent marking was required. The school has partly met all three. There is now
greater challenge in the work in the top two classes where group work is aso adding support.
However, the picture throughout the school is not a consistent one, with lack of challenge being
noted in some lessons, linked with teachers not having a clear picture of the level of challenge
required. Thetoo rigid adherence to the core work book for mathemeatics by a number of teachers
means that practical and investigative maths is too much driven by the book and not by the pupils.
The school has revised its marking policy and all teachers are aware of it. Even though thisisthe
case, there are still too many instances where marking does not help the pupils make progress but
rather signifies that the work completed is right or wrong. Overall delivery meets the requirements
of the National Curriculum.

Science

111.  The most recent nationd test results for 1999 show the proportion of 11 year old pupils
who attained the expected Level 4 was close to the national average. No Level 5’ swere achieved.
In comparison with similar schools standards were well below. The number of seven year olds who
were assessed by teachers at Level 2 or above was well above the national average at 100 per cent
and above what similar schools achieved. The inspection findings show that the magjority of seven
and 11 year olds are working in line with the nationally expected Levels of 2 and 4, respectively,
with a number at the end of both key stages attaining above. This shows a dight improvement on
the findings of the previous report when standards were judged to be in line with national
expectation.

112. By theend of Key Stage 1, pupils satisfactorily develop their scientific investigation and
experimentation skills. They can set up simple experiments under the direction of the teacher and
select and use appropriate apparatus and resources. Most pupils have a secure knowledge and
understanding of life processes and living things. Y ear 1 pupils are able to label parts of the human
body and know that animals, plants and humans need food and water to live and grow. Year 2
pupils can make simple predictions and compare their findings with what they predicted; for
example, when naming creatures such as ants, frogs, newts and worms and describe their favourite
habitats. They use simple organisational skills well to record their findings accurately and clearly.
By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils have developed further their scientific understanding,
observational skills and their ability to investigate a line of enquiry, and to use their literacy and
numeracy skills effectively in the process of recording their investigation. Most are able to make
sensible predictions. For example, when Y ear 5 pupils were investigating what would happen when
different solutions are poured through afilter or caused to evaporate, they made sensible
predictions as to the outcomes of the experiment. They have a secure knowledge of life processes
and living things and their knowledge and understanding of materials and their properties and of



physical phenomena such as electricity are sound. They have a strong understanding as to how
light bulbs behave in different circuits and how switches work. They are able to use scientific
vocabulary well and understand the need for fair testing within the investigative process. They
make good use of their literacy and numeracy skills to record their findings but need to improve
their handwriting and presentation skills dramatically. Information technology is under used in data
handling. Little use is made of computersto collect, store, analyse and record findings, which has a
negative effect on the pupils attainment and progress throughout the school.

113.  Overdl the pupils make satisfactory progress in the development of their knowledge and
understanding of natural and physical scientific phenomena. Pupils within both key stages are
given opportunities to apply their knowledge and understanding in a variety of interesting and
challenging ways. They make sound progress in developing their enquiry skills through a range of
appropriate, structured investigative activities, which are determined by the teacher. Pupils with
special educational needs generally attain and progress appropriately through the work, which is
generally geared to their individual needs by the classteacher. However, their progress is often slow
due to the lack of additional support available in the large classes. Higher attaining pupils are often
well challenged through the provision of extension tasks; for example, by the teacher including iron
fillings in a solution to test the pupils' usage of their knowledge and understanding of magnetism
and its application in dealing with a problem. However, overall there is scope for teachers to
provide more opportunities for pupils within both key stages to determine the nature of the
investigation, applying what they have learnt well from their previous teacher directed discoveries
with greater independence.

114.  Asfound during the last ingpection, the pupils respond well, have a positive attitude and
are extremely interested in all agpects of the subject. For example, they were eager to be involved
in the range of practical activities but the minority who often lacked self discipline and found it
hard to concentrate soon got on task and persevered with the challenge of drawing electrical
diagrams using the correct symbols. The pupils positive attitudes and generally good behaviour
have a positive effect on the overal quality of work produced throughout the school. The subject
makes a valuable contribution to the pupils' personal development.

115.  Overdl, the quality of teaching is good with instances of very good teaching within both
key stages. The teachers have a secure knowledge and understanding of the subject and a
commitment to the use of correct and appropriate scientific terminology within their lessons. They
plan and prepare their lessons very thoroughly. The majority of lessons are delivered in a creative
and lively way with an emphasis on scientific investigation. Clear introductions and expositions are
given so that pupils know exactly what is required of them. Support by the teacher is generaly
very effective and aids the pupils progress. On-going assessment and evaluation of the pupils
understanding through discussion, observation and skilled questioning have a very positive effect
on the pupils' attainment and often lead to a high level of good quality direct teaching of specific
subject skills. The use of assessment to drive planning and to match the work to the pupils needsis
good. Recording procedures are being developed to provide a useful on going record of pupils
achievement and progress in the subject throughout the school.

116.  The subject has been the focus for review since the previous ingpection. The coordinator,
in partnership with the staff, has done well to improve the delivery of the subject throughout the
school. The well informed policy statement and scheme of work, which emphasises the importance
of an investigative approach to the subject, are useful guidelines. They are well used and have a
strong influence on the teaching of the subject throughout the school. There has been formal
monitoring by the coordinator and senior staff of teachers planning, preparation and class
teaching, which has helped safeguard continuity. Good use is made of the local environment and
educational visits further afield. The delivery of science meets the requirements of he Nationa

35



Curriculum.

OTHER SUBJECTS

Information technology

117.  The ddlivery of the information technology curriculum fails to meet the requirements of the
National Curriculum at both key stages. Many aspects are not sufficiently addressed and the lack
of resources prohibits pupils having regular access to computersin order to improve their skills.

118.  Overadl, thisisavery similar picture to that described at the last inspection, where
information technology was not being used sufficiently across the curriculum. The issue for the
school at that time was to develop a scheme of work and enhance the quality of teaching. The
school now has an appropriate scheme of work and has gone some way to improving the quality of
the subject knowledge of teachers. The school has good plans for the improvement of the
information technology curriculum, but these rely on finances being available.

119. Bytheend of Key Stage 1, pupils can name parts of the computer, use atape recorder to
play back tapes for listening to stories and load and use a paint program. They practice, using
keyboards drawn on paper, using the shift key and space bar. They identify return and delete
buttons and know what functions they perform. Although the planning shows good theoretical
development of skills at this stage, the lack of opportunity for pupilsto work at the computer leads
to these skills not being developed in practice. With only one computer in each class, pupils do not
have enough access in order to learn new skills and then improve them over time.

120. By theend of Key Stage 2, evidence in classes and in books shows that pupils have sound
keyboard skills and can use word processing to enhance their work in literacy. Y ear 6 pupils,
interviewed by the inspector, can describe how to change fonts, use colour, move text and save
their work. They cannot all describe how to import graphicsinto their text or use the spellchecker.
Their work on autobiographies shows only one pupil in the class able to scan in photographs to
support the text. This was accomplished at home and not at school. Previous work does not show
that in the preceding year the oldest pupils have had experience of creating multimedia
presentations, which show an awareness of audience.

121.  Pupils have some knowledge of CD-ROM, but have little experience of using television for
obtaining current information. They are able to handle information and explore a database in order
to extract information about Victorians and are currently learning how to put their own information
into a database. Although the school has an Internet connection, very few pupils have had the
opportunity of accessing this information channel in connection with their topic work. Work on the
Pretoria mining disaster and information on hurricanes has been taken from the Internet, but further
usage is extremely limited.

122.  The oldest pupils understand that devices respond to signals and commands and have had
the opportunity of giving instructions to a programmable toy. They have also been able to extend
this skill to working with a screen device, which they program to draw designs. They have not had
experience of using information technology systems to sense physical data, such as temperature,
light or movement, neither is there evidence of this type of work in previous years.
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123.  Although many pupils have had experiences of playing adventure games at home, few
pupils have had experience of using this experience with educational programs. There are very few
example of pupils using simulations such as life in Victorian times, or lifein arain forest, in order
to compare possibilities, predict outcomes or make decisions.

124.  The progress pupils make is overall unsatisfactory, due to too little time being spent at the
keyboard. Only two per cent of curriculum time is alocated to information technology. This
equates to approximately 30 minutes per week, which in itself is unsatisfactory. The ratio of pupils
to computersis 35:1, which is about twice as large asit should be. Although the school triesto
supplement the use of areal keyboard with paper keyboards, this only gives pupils the
opportunities to repeat actions and does not help them react to or work with specific applications.

125. Whenever pupils have access to the computer, their attitudes are good. They are interested
in the work and are very happy to share with a partner or work independently. On occasions, pupils
were seen helping each other with enthusiasm and commitment. They behave well and look after
the machines.

126. Ve little teaching of information technology was seen during the inspection, thus an
overal judgement cannot be given. However, where the Y ear 6 teacher was working with alarge
group of pupils around the computer, she gave clear explanations, used the correct vocabulary and
showed sound subject knowledge. In Year 5, when the computer was being used to help ina
mathematics lesson, the work had been well planned and the application and use of information
technology helped pupils make progress.

127.  The action plan, formulated by the school for the future of information technology, is all
encompassing and very well thought out. It is based on audits of resources, both human and
machine, and includes the use of the various grants, which are currently available. Both co-
ordinators are well aware that the future of the subject does not lie in the development plan itself,
but in the speedy implementation of it.

Art

128. It was only possible to see one lesson during the inspection. However, scrutiny of displays,
pupils work, discussions with them about what they know and can do, scrutiny of teachers planning
and photographic evidence enables the judgement to be made that pupils, including those with special
educational needs, achieve as might be generally expected by the ages of seven and 11. There are
examples of good quality work being produced within both key stages.

129. Asnoted in the previous report, many pupils make satisfactory progressin creating images to
represent ideas and gain a sound understanding of the work of a number of different artists. Some
communicate their ideas and feelings skilfully through different media. Year 1 pupils' pictures of
autumn, show skilled techniques of mixing and applying different consistencies of paint. Year 2 pupils
attempts at observational drawings showed a developing eye for proportion and perspective. By the end
of Key Stage 1, pupils have learnt a variety of skills and techniques such as printing, painting and
colour mixing. Y ear 3 pupils have studied and tried to emulate patterns from nature; they have produced
exciting snake patterns. Whilst Y ear 4 pupils have created high quality texture designsin the style of the
Idamic culture Year 5 pupils looked at the work of Jackson Pollock and enjoyed mixing colours and
applying them by using unconventional techniques in the style of the artist. By the end of Key Stage 2,
pupils know how to use a wide range of techniques and mediato express their ideas; for example, when
producing colourful collages using an effective technique of tearing paper.
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130. In the lesson observed the pupils enjoyed the activities. They listened attentively to the
introduction given to the artist and his work and were eager to begin the task of producing a piece of
work. They took great delight in experimenting with unorthodox methods of applying paint, but
controlled their enthusiasm whilst flicking, splashing and throwing paint at their “canvas’ in the true
style of the artist. They discussed the merits and pitfalls of techniques used and suggested alternative
ways to apply the paint to achieve the desired results. They were eager to discuss the nature of their

work and that of their colleagues. Although excited and at times boisterous, they were well behaved and

persevered with developing their pictures.

131 The quality of teaching observed was good. The lesson was well planned, prepared and

resourced. The introduction to the artist was based on thorough research and delivered in a lively and
interesting way which captured the pupils' imagination. The pace and level of challenge were good and
well matched to the subject and the needs of the pupils. Good direct teaching supported the pupilsin

their observations and interpretation of the artist’ s work. Although no other teaching was observed, it is
evident that skills are taught throughout the school and pupils are given a wide range of opportunities to
explore all aspects of the subject within a structured programme determined by the National Curriculum

Programmes of Study.

132. The coordinator has developed a useful policy statement and introduced a comprehensive
scheme of work, which is providing teachers with a clear focus for their planning. The subject iswell
resourced and materials are used creatively to provide the pupils with a wide range of art activities
including two and three dimensional work. The pupils artwork is highlighted each year through an art
exhibition, which pays public tribute to their efforts and success in the subject.

Design and technology

133. Onelesson was observed at Key Stage 1 and two at Key Stage 2. Together with a close
examination of planning, accessto photographic evidence and discussions with pupils, the level of
work is judged as appropriate for the pupils by the age of seven and by the age of 11 is above that
which one would expect to see. This position shows a dight improvement since the last inspection.
The biggest improvements are seen in Years 5 and 6.

134. Bytheend of Key Stage 1, pupils have had opportunities to examine wheeled vehiclesin
order to see how wheels and axles work. They then use construction kits well to try to emulate
some of the things they have seen. In order to do this they have to use their numeracy skillsin
measuring accurately and cutting materials using basic tools. The pupils use this knowledge in
order to make winding mechanisms in connection with raising and lowering “Incy Wincy Spider”.
Here the element of making is much stronger than that of designing. Although no food technology
was seen in this key stage, plans show sound coverage of pupils working with ingredients,
understanding health and safety implications of working in a specialist area and of completing
work on biscuits and cakes.

135. By theend of Key Stage 2, pupils have had opportunities for designing bedrooms and of
adding lighting to the model. This type of work links with science and shows clearly that efforts are
being made to illustrate that design and technology has applications across the whole curriculum.
Pupilsin Year 5 have to design a bridge to cross agap. Their design has to include materials, tools,
sde elevations and has to be costed. The latter is carried out by each piece of meterial having a
price tag. The final product is then tested and evaluated. It is the latter skill, that of evaluation,
which is more prominent in Y ears 5 and 6 than elsewhere in the school. Once again, plans for food
technology show that pupilsin Y ear 4 have good opportunities for designing sandwiches, while in
Year 6, a the end of the year, pupils design and make their own leavers picnic. Sound plans exist
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for this work.

136.  Pupils response is never less than good in the three lessons seen. They watch and listen
carefully to explanations, and are themselves confident about explaining what they are doing. They
take great pride in the finished product and behaviour is good. They share equipment well and are
happy to work in small groups when required.

137.  Inthethree lessons seen, teaching varied from satisfactory to very good. In the very good
lesson, the teacher had gathered a wide variety of resourcesin order that pupils could have awide
choice of materials and tools to make an electronic game. When the teacher made interventions, he
did not give easy solutions to problems, but discussed the problems with the pupils, who then
arrived at the answers themselves. The work had been through the process of examining
commercia products, designing a new product with reference to it being attractive, easy to work
and not too costly and then selecting tools and materials with which to make it. The teacher
reminded the pupils regularly to evaluate what they were doing in order to see if it was ill linked
closely with the original design.

138.  Inthe other two lessons, two aspects were not as well taught. In one lesson in Key Stage 1,
the teacher gave very detailed and clear explanations of the tasks, but with teacher providing
templates, too little of the design was created by the pupils. The same was aso true in the other
lesson in Key Stage 2. Coffins were being made for an Egyptian mummy. The pupils were simply
cutting out a template design and were not being asked to score and fold where the template
indicated, but were getting too much help from teacher for this aspect of the process. However, in
both lessons there were clear links made to literacy, with the models used to illustrate stories, while
the coffins were part of alarger topic on Egyptians. These links were well formed.

139. Planning throughout the school in this subject is particularly good. The medium term
plans give teachers a good deal of information concerning not only the learning objectives, but the
activities, resources and assessment opportunities. The latter are not as well developed as other
aspects of the teaching.

Geography

140.  Only one lesson was seen at each key stage but this along with scrutiny of teachers
planning and other evidence from discussions with pupils about what they know allows the
judgement to be made that pupils do achieve as generaly expected by the end of both key stages. In
Key Stage 1 pupils have compared Westhoughton with Scotland and considered amongst other
things the weather and how it affects peopl€e's lives. Pupils know that there are broad weather bands
around the world. They know that Eskimos used to live in igloos but that now most live in houses,
except when perhaps, going on hunting expeditions. Some pupils know that the equator has
something to do with the weather and that it cannot be seen. They also have a sound grasp of
geographical vocabulary including frozen sea, oil from the desert and polar region. By the end of
Key Stage 2, pupils knowledge of the world stretches further afield. Their knowledge of the
weather extends to more complex weather phenomena including hurricanes and homework has been
used effectively by requiring pupils to collect newspaper clippings on 'Hurricane Floyd'. When
studying Kenya the oldest pupils know that money affects the types of houses which people livein.
Almost al can recall that the Masai people built wooden shelters. They know that the equator isan
imaginary line around the earth, where it is and how the geography of the land affects human
activity; for example, that people will travel for arange of reasons including trade or to get best
value when spending money.

39



141.  Pupils, including those with special educational needs, make satisfactory progressin
furthering their knowledge of people, places and themes, including studying the westher, seasons,
local townsand conducting traffic surveys. Animportant feature of pupils progressis how they
use their knowledge of other places, for example Kenya, to compare lifestyles, agriculture and
trangport with that in their own areas. The pupils show a growing ability to note similarities and
differences which is a strength. Less good work on using mapping skills was seen.

142.  In both lessons seen pupils response was good and matched by the good teaching quality
in each key stage which enabled good progress to be made. Both lessons were well prepared and
the teachers showed a secure knowledge of the subject. A proper focus was placed on asking key
guestions to stimulate pupils to think for example, ‘Why do people travel in and out of acity? In
Key Stage 1 particularly good emphasis was put on the using and reinforcing geographical
vocabulary. In Key Stage 2 the plenary session was well used to share pupils work and recap on
the lesson objectives. A good onus was placed on pupils to use note-taking skillsin Year 6.

143.  The delivery of geography is broad and balanced and adds well to pupils social
development. There is no significant difference between the previous inspection findings and now.

History

144.  No lessons were seen in history during the inspection but other evidence including scrutiny
of teachers planning, pupils work and discussions with them about what they know allows the
judgement to be made. Pupils attain as generally expected by the time they leave the school. They
have an adequate grasp of knowledge of where periods of history fit into a chronological
framework. By the end of both key stages, the pupils knowledge of how to find out about the past
is systematically developed. Through visiting places of historical interest, having visitors into the
school and in pupils dressing up in the costume of the times and handling artefacts of the period
important historical skills of enquiry are developed. Overall pupils' progress, including most of
those with specia educational needs, is satisfactory.

145.  Teachers planning shows that a broad and balanced curriculum is available to pupils
across both key stages. In Key Stage 1 pupils understand the difference between now and then.
There are suitable opportunities for them to recognise differencesin their own lives and those of
children who lived in for example, the Victorian era. The focus of the work is on houses now and
then, toys now and then, transport and schools. The planning pays due regard to pupils increasing
their knowledge of famous people who have had a mgor influence on history, for example,
Florence Nightingale. Pupils have also carried out study visits in Westhoughton to look at
buildings and how they give us clues about the past. By the end of Key Stage 2 pupils have
deepened their knowledge and understanding of periods in British history and of ancient
civilisations. Good use has been made of local history, which is evidenced in the written work
about the nearby Pretoria Pit Disaster and on a visit to Wigan Pier. Pupils have also visited the
Jorvik Museum in Y ork and have joined in role-play activities related to the Victorian and Tudors.
InYear 5 pupils use their writing well to write from the perspective of a child on the Titanic, use
their comprehension skills to deduce evidence from written sources and write newspaper headlines
of eye witness accounts of the tragedy. The oldest pupils have examined the works of William
Shakespeare and also written autobiographies of their own lives.
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147.  From discussions with older pupils they enjoy history and show a suitable curiosity about
the past. From planning and scrutiny of pupils work teaching must be at least satisfactory at both
key stages given the good coverage and range of activities. The coordinator has written good
quality guidance for staff focusing on key historical elements. Thereis no significant difference
between the findings of the last inspection and this one. The history curriculum is overall broad and
balanced.

Musc

148.  In spite of the absence of the music coordinator, who is on maternity leave, the school is
still maintaining satisfactory standards in its music, with pupils achieving standards appropriate for
their ages.

149.  Although only one music lesson and one choir practice were available for observation
during the week, close scrutiny of planning, both past and present, and a discussion with the Y ear 6
teacher confirms the above judgements.

150.  Singing isthe strongest strand of the work in music. Children in the reception class can
sing songs from memory and often use hand action songs such as“| have a body” and “Incy Wincy
Spider”. Later in Year 1 they use body sounds to represent animals when singing “ The elephant
has along trunk”. By the end of the key stage, pupils are confident in their singing and can sing
harvest songs in front of alarge audience.

151. At Key Stage 2, pupils extend their repertoire of songs and are given a good opportunity to
experience the idea of performance when they put on a Christmas show on two nights for parents
and friends. In the Y ear 6 lesson seen, the pupils were able to sing partner songs such as* Land of
the silver birch” and “ The canoe song”. These they sang in parts, holding their own melody lines
well and singing with good diction and intonation.

152.  Work in composition is satisfactory with pupils understanding and copying clapping
rhythms and composing short two note patternsin Key Stage 1. Thisis extended to cover three and
four beat patternsin lower Key Stage 2, where pupils write their patterns sometimes using pictorial
notation. By the time the pupils arrive in Y ear 6, they are then ready to look at formal notation with
some pupils understanding terms such as crochet, quaver and minim.

153. Theareaof listening and appraising is a weaker area of the music curriculum. Pupils do
have opportunities to listen to music from the start of their time in reception. Here they listen to
music and find it comparatively easy to say what they like, but rather more difficult to say why
they do not like certain music. Although in assemblies, the pupils listen to recorded music, the
opportunity is not used enough to question pupils about the content, style and instrumentation used
in the recordings. Whilst the school does have a good amount of recorded music available for
teachers to use, the range of music from other cultures is much lessin evidence. Thus the support
music gives to pupils cultural and multicultural awarenessis only satisfactory. Good use was
made of music in assembly recently when the house teams system was re-introduced. The teams are
named after planets and good use was made of the music of Holst.

154.  Inthe single lesson seen, in assemblies and in the choir club, pupils were happy in their
singing. There was full participation and behaviour was good throughout. Both boys and girls sing
in the choir and the Y ear 6 teacher works well longside the visiting choir teacher.
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155.  Teaching in the observed lesson was good. The teacher was prepared to use her own voice
and showed good subject knowledge in the way she confidently taught and questioned the pupils on
their previous work. Good use was made in this lesson of pupils who are in the chair, in order to
demonstrate melodies to other pupils. The new songs were an effective chalenge to the class.

156. A number of outside musicians are being used to support the choir, recorders and
individual music lessons. The quality of these lessons is good and those pupils taking part benefit
from this extra challenge. They are also happy to share their extra knowledge with their class and
this is having a positive impact on the progress pupils make.

Physical education

157. Only one lesson of games' skills at Key Stage 1 and two lessons of dance at Key Stage 2
were observed during the inspection. The pupils achieved as generally expected for their age, the
younger pupils improving their skills of ball control in bouncing and catching and the older pupils
in controlling and extending the sophistication of their body movements through dance techniques.
Discussions with pupils show that they have experiences of all the aspects of the subject on a
regular basis and thisis supported by the teachers planning. The opportunities for pupilsto be
involved in competitive sports is extensive including girls' netball, boys and girls’ football and
rugby.

158. In the lessons observed the pupils progress was satisfactory. The younger pupils were
able to control the bounce of the ball and catch it successfully, but need further practice in using
space effectively. Older pupils developed their ability to move in time to the music, controlling their
sequence of movements well, but requiring further opportunity to synchronise their movement with
their partners.

150. Pupils generally respond well in the lessons and are eager to be involved. They
cooperated well, especially when warking in pairs, except for a small group of boysin Year 4 who
persisted in behaving badly despite the teacher’ s vigilance. From discussions with pupils they enjoy
the range of physical activities offered but express some disappointment at not having greater
opportunity to go swimming more often. The provision for swimming at Key Stage 2 meets
requirements.

160. The quality of teaching was good at Key Stage 1 and satisfactory at Key Stage 2 in the
lessons observed. Planning was subject specific and skills based. The pace and level of challenge
were appropriate and the activities well structured. On-going assessment during the lessons through
observation proved effective in supporting the pupils progress. The choice of music for the dance
lessons was well chosen and offered the pupils an effective stimulus on which to base their dance
sequences. The use of accommodation and resources was good.

161. The delivery of the subject is broad and balanced. Resources are good and used well. The
coordinator is supportive of her colleagues and the policy documentation is a useful guide for
teachers to use in planning their work.
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PART C: INSPECTION DATA

SUMMARY OF INSPECTION EVIDENCE

A team of four inspectors, one of whom was a lay inspector, carried out the ingpection. The
inspection lasted four full days. Fourteen inspector days were allocated to the school but the
Registered Inspector negotiated an extra day with the Headteacher and the Chair of Governors
to safeguard the process of the ingpection.

During the course of the inspection observations of lessons or parts of lessons, registrations,
assemblies, breaks and lunch times were made. Pupils work was scrutinised in all classes; the
team ingpected random samples of pupils books across the ability ranges in each class.
Approximately 15 per cent of pupils were heard to read formally and many more read within
the context of classroom work. In all these numbered 98 observations.

The time spent observing teaching during the inspection was:-
4.5 hours at under five's;

8.8 hours at Key Stage 1;

17.0 hours at Key Stage 2.

Thetota time spent on all observations was 63.9 hours.

Discussions took place with the Headteacher, Deputy Headteacher, all teaching staff and a
number of non-teaching staff.

All the documentation provided by the school was analysed.
Attendance records were examined.
The financial information provided by the school was examined.

Teachers planning documents were scrutinised along with records of pupils progress kept by
the school.

Discussions were held with the pupils, parents and a sub group of governors.

A parents meeting was held prior to the inspection and the views of 36 parents at this meeting
and those of 97 parents who responded to a questionnaire were taken into account.



DATA AND INDICATORS

Pupil data
Number of pupils Number of Number of pupils ~ Number of full-time
onroll (full-time pupils with on school’sregister  pupils igible for free
equivalent) Statements of of SEN school meals
SEN
YR-Y6 238 3 46 7
Nursery Unit 40 0 0 0

Teachersand classes

Qualified teachers (YR — Y6)

Total number of qualified teachers (full-time 10
equivalent):
Number of pupils per qualified teacher: 23.8

Education support staff (YR- Y*)

Tota number of education support staff: 4
Tota aggregate hours worked each week: 64

Qualified teachers (Nursery class)

Total number of qualified teachers (full-time 1
equivalent):
Number of pupils per qualified teacher: 40

Education support staff (Nursery classes)

Tota number of education support staff: 2

Tota aggregate hours worked each week: 65
Primary

Average class size: 35
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Financial data

Financial year:

Tota Income

Total Expenditure

Expenditure per pupil

Balance brought forward from previous year
Balance carried forward to next year

46

1999

£
461616
441506
1603
4486
24596



PARENTAL SURVEY

Responses (percentage of answers in each category):

| feel the school encourages parents to play an
active part in the life of the [type]

I would find it easy to approach the school with
questions or problems to do with my child(ren)

The school handles complaints from parents well

The school gives me a clear understanding of
what is taught

The school keeps me well informed about my
child(ren)’ s progress

The school enables my child(ren) to achieve a
good standard of work

The school encourages children to get involved in
more than just their daily lessons

| am satisfied with the work that my child(ren)
is/are expected to do at home

The schoal’ s values and attitudes have a positive
effect on my child(ren)

The school achieves high standards of good
behaviour

My child(ren) like(s) their school

Strongly

agree

47

37

15

35

22

25

31

21

37

32

47

Number of questionnaires sent out:

Number of questionnaires

returned:

Agree

44

51

45

50

51

59

49

56

46

Neither

13

11

16

10

244
97

Disagree  Strongly

13

disagree
0
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