
Inspection of Little Acorns 
Kindergarten
Wharf Road, Wendover, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP22 6HF

Inspection date: 19 September 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are extremely excited and eager to enter this warm and nurturing setting. 
They are met by enthusiastic staff who are passionate about their roles and who 
welcome children with open arms. Staff are deeply attentive and exceptionally kind, 
and children are made to feel like the most important people in the world.

A secret mission ignites enthusiasm as they head off to 'The Acorn Patch'. The 
highly knowledgeable staff support children in learning about plants in the quiet 
sensory garden. They learn how to use 'kind hands' to care for plants when 
trimming the herbs. Staff expertly expose children to new vocabulary. Children 
learn words like 'pungent' to describe the strong-smelling herbs. Staff listen intently 
as children share their knowledge on their return. 

There is an immensely wide and thoughtful range of activities offered in the 
setting. This allows children to flourish and grow while exploring with awe and 
wonder. All children make excellent progress. Staff use well-planned interactions to 
stretch and challenge children. Staff are extremely caring and allow children to 
explore their emotional well-being throughout the day. They empower children to 
be calm and recognise the need for peace and rest with quiet safe spaces. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are strong and work harmoniously to ensure that the staff team 
members are extremely well supported in their roles. They are provided with 
regular personalised support and feel extremely valued as a staff team. Leaders 
invest deeply in them and use their strengths to empower them. Training is 
meticulously planned and expertly delivered. Children benefit from additional 
staff skills, such as yoga, music and running. This supports the ambitious 
curriculum and extremely high outcomes for children. 

n The setting offers a high-quality curriculum that ensures that children are 
extremely well prepared for the next steps in their education. Key persons know 
every fine detail of the children, which creates an extremely loving and nurturing 
environment for children to make excellent progress, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities and disadvantaged children.

n Children are highly engaged and motivated across the magnificent range of 
activities on offer. Physical development is thoroughly threaded through all areas 
of learning. Children use their fine motor skills to hang up the washing with pegs 
and pull the basket up to the 'lighthouse keeper'. They confidently build towers 
and houses with bricks and expertly mix herbs with coffee beans in the mud 
kitchen using spoons, bowls and scales. Children engage in extended periods of 
uninterrupted play supported by adult interactions, allowing children to learn 
through discovery. 
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n Staff expertly support the communication and language development of the 
children in this language-rich environment. They share exciting action songs, 
such as 'Five Little Men...', and children eagerly wait their turn. Staff share 
stories with passion and excitement, drawing in the children with awe and 
anticipation. Books are weaved into every area of learning, and children use 
these eagerly in their play. For example, staff place menu books in the mud 
kitchen, where children make 'coffee' and 'flower books' in the 'florist's'. There is 
a 'book of the week', which allows children to learn new vocabulary. This excites 
and motivates them. 

n Behaviour in the setting is exemplary, and the high expectations for children are 
evident. Children are extremely kind and thoughtful to their peers and staff. 
They have excellent friendships, and there is a calm, loving atmosphere where 
routines and transitions are seamless. Staff support this by being exceptional 
role models to the children. 

n Families speak extremely highly of this nurturing and caring setting. They 
comment that staff go above and beyond to ensure that new children settle as 
smoothly as possible. For example, they send videos home to new parents. The 
communication is excellent and personalised, allowing parents to have 
exceptional oversight of their child's progress. Parents highly commend the 
setting and are extremely impressed by the quality of care of their children. 
Parents and staff work as one in this very strong setting. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY486655

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10407849

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 34

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person Little Acorns Kindergarten Charity

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534385

Telephone number 07519 036703

Date of previous inspection 20 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

Little Acorns Kindergarten has been operating since 1990 and is located in 
Wendover, Buckinghamshire. The setting employs eight members of childcare staff. 
Of these, four hold qualifications at level 3 and two hold qualifications at level 6. 
The setting is open from Monday to Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 
9am to 3.30pm. There is also a breakfast club that operates from 8.30am to 9am. 
The setting provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sara Bays
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Inspection activities

n The manager, deputy manager and inspector completed a learning walk together 
of all areas of the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n Leaders and the inspector carried out a joint observation during an activity.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector spoke with the children during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke with the leaders about the leadership and management of 

the setting. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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