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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children arrive with smiles and eagerly join their friends in a welcoming song. They
confidently follow the nursery's arrival routine, showing independence and self-
assurance. Their faces light up with joy as staff offer praise and encouragement.
These friendly interactions and familiar routines foster children's strong sense of
belonging in the nursery. As a result, children are emotionally secure and
demonstrate a strong motivation to learn.

Children show excellent attitudes towards their learning. They follow their interests
and engage in play without delay. Staff boost children's knowledge and skills by
interacting thoughtfully, modelling effectively and providing sensitive support. For
instance, when children spot a minibeast's habitat, staff encourage them to share
their ideas and help to lift the heavy log as instructed. This collaborative approach
enables children to test and reinforce their predictions. This sharpens children's
thinking skills and fosters a greater understanding of the natural world.

Children's behaviour is exemplary. They listen closely and follow staff's instructions.
This shows that children understand and respect the rules that keep them safe. In
the woodland area, when staff say, 'One, two, three, come back to me', children
stop and return right away. Their calm and friendly behaviour helps to make a
positive learning space where everyone feels safe and valued.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Children are highly confident communicators who express their ideas clearly and
listen attentively. Staff spark lively discussions with them, introducing new words
and inspiring deeper thinking. For example, during outdoor exploration, staff ask
thought-provoking questions such as 'What might live under this log?' These
interactions extend children's thinking and help them acquire rich language. As a
result, children confidently use their language and communication skills in daily
life.

B Children demonstrate strong mathematical understanding. Staff provide hands-
on activities that allow children to explore concepts in meaningful ways. For
example, children create patterns and designs using natural materials such as
leaves, conkers and pine cones. They also use mathematical terms such as 'full’,
'empty' and 'more' when carrying water in jugs to make mud. Through these
real-life experiences, children develop a solid understanding of patterns,
capacity, volume and problem-solving.

B Leaders and staff have high aspirations and provide the best possible
experiences for all children. They work closely with parents and carers and
external agencies to create effective and personalised plans for children. This
helps all children to experience an ambitious curriculum. Staff use additional
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funding well to provide resources. This helps to remove barriers to learning and
support children with specific needs. This inclusive approach enables all children
to make excellent progress and reach their full potential.

Children show high levels of emotional maturity and care for others. They play
harmoniously, taking turns and cooperating during activities. Staff model
kindness and empathy, helping children to understand how their actions affect
others. When playing hide and seek, staff and children work together to find
good hiding spots. They make sure that everyone is included and has a place to
hide. As a result, children develop strong social skills, empathy and self-
regulation. This supports their readiness for future learning and life beyond the
nursery.

Staff expertly support children to develop independence in their personal skills.
They know children well and tailor their support to maximise children's progress.
Staff encourage children to take their time when dressing after using the toilet,
with caring reassurance. Children develop greater self-sufficiency and take pride
in managing their own self-care.

Children demonstrate excellent physical skills. Staff consistently find innovative
ways to enhance their fine motor control. For example, children use tweezers to
pick up minibeasts with precision and control. As a result, children gain
confidence in their fine motor skills. This helps them to gain independence in
daily tasks and prepares them for future writing.

Staff build strong and trusting relationships with children and their families.
Parents say that staff show genuine care and respect for their beliefs and values.
Staff ask parents with care how to include religious celebrations. They also use
important keywords from children's home languages within the nursery. This
inclusive approach helps children and their families to feel valued and respected.
As a result, children develop confidence in their identity. They embrace new
experiences and approach new challenges with assurance.

School representatives commend the nursery, noting that children start school
with 'impeccable learning behaviours'. Staff collaborate with the school to ensure
smooth transitions. This helps children to settle and build positive relationships
with their new teachers, fostering their confidence. As a result, children begin
school confident in their new surroundings and eager to learn.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

2737419

Nottinghamshire County Council
10408055

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
2to 4

75
110
The Lime Trees Group CIC

RP532825

07766773723
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Lime Trees at Crossdale Primary School registered in 2023 and is located in
Nottingham. The nursery provides care for children aged two to five years, before
moving on to school. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, all year round. It
operates from 9am until 3.15pm. It provides government funded childcare places.
There are five staff, who all hold suitable qualifications. During term time, the
nursery provides a before-school club that runs from 7.30am until 9am, and and an
after-school club from 3.30pm until 6pm. During school holidays, a holiday club

operates from 7.30am until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Cheryl Cooper
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Inspection activities

B The manager completed a learning walk with the inspector and discussed all
areas of the provision, including the early years curriculum.

B The inspector communicated with the children throughout the inspection.

B The inspector communicated with parents during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

B The inspectors talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and
took account of their views.

B The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation of a planned activity.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the
impact on children's learning.

B The manager and director provided the inspector with a sample of key
documentation on request.

B The inspector and staff discussed safer recruitment and induction procedures.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025

Inspection report: The Lime Trees at Crossdale Primary School 6
30 September 2025


http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

