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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Leaders have an exemplary vision for all children to succeed in the unique setting.
Leaders and staff empower children to become independent, resilient and
respectful learners. As a result, children thrive in the forest environment. Children
develop a solid foundation of skills, preparing them well for future learning.

The highly ambitious curriculum builds on what all children can do. Staff continually
encourage children to keep themselves safe in the forest environment. They teach
children about poisonous mushrooms and plants so they can play and learn safely.
Staff encourage children to problem solve and think independently, such as when
they work out how to remove a conker safely from the shell. Children show highly
positive attitudes to learning.

Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour, which they reinforce during a
'Forest Rules' session. Children behave extremely well and know when to ask staff
for help. Staff are exceptionally responsive to children's needs. For example, they
remind children it is okay to feel angry and discuss ways to calm down, such as
hitting a tree with a stick. Children suggest they can be respectful by, 'listening to
others'. They show immense care and respect for others for their ages. For
example, they spontaneously take turns with equipment and show high levels of
care for their friends. As a result, children develop a deep understanding of
emotions.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m All staff are passionate about the outdoor approach to learning. They have an
excellent understanding of what children should learn and how to improve
outcomes within this unique environment. For example, staff support young
children to master tasks, such as toileting, to enable them to become
independent with their self-care skills.

B Staff implement and sequence the curriculum exceedingly well. They continually
inspire children's learning by using the environment around them and ongoing
interactions. Children show high levels of curiosity, concentration and enjoyment
during all routines and experiences.

W Staff continuously facilitate children's learning exceptionally well by following
their interests. For example, when children wanted to make their own swing,
staff swiftly provided the tools, equipment and support for them to succeed. As
a result of excellent teaching, children are highly involved in testing out their
own ideas and celebrating their achievements.

B Staff assess children's starting points and plan for their individual needs. All staff
have positive relationships with children. They have a clear understanding of
children's next steps and their role in supporting children's learning, so that they
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make outstanding progress.

B The setting has an exceptional partnership with parents. They use clear
communication and supportive discussions, which makes parents feel well
informed and extremely reassured. The positive impact of the parent partnership
is evident in children's unquestionable confidence and resilience.

B Leaders communicate and fully involve staff, children and parents in their vision.
Leaders act in the best interests of the children in their care, including those
from disadvantaged backgrounds. They are highly proactive in meeting any new
requirements in legislation. This contributes towards ensuring children's safety
and well-being in context with the woodland environment.

B Leaders provide ongoing opportunities to develop staff practice and for them to
undertake professional development to continually improve their teaching. Staff
report feeling well supported from the point of induction and throughout their
employment. Their high levels of enthusiasm in all they do, enables all children
to adopt the same approach to their learning.

W Staff continually develop children's communication and language in a range of
ways. For instance, they read a variety of stories using excellent expression and
introduce new words, such as 'poisonous, bramble', and 'parachute’, which
children repeat in context. Children learn and use vocabulary in many different
ways.

m All staff are astutely aware of children's needs. For example, when children are
struggling with their emotions, they use strategies, such as playing the guitar,
which immediately helps them to settle. All children quickly join in because of
the superb way staff capture and maintain their attention.

B Staff swiftly identify barriers to children's learning. This includes children with
emerging needs and who speak English as an additional language. They create
support plans for children and support parents with sleep and nutrition advice at
home. Staff are proactive at seeking further support from local authority
agencies when needed. Ongoing partnerships with parents and others results in
excellent outcomes for children.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY559256

Local authority Croydon

Inspection number 10398651

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 21

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person Jigsaw (Croydon) Ltd
Telephone number 07909994092

Date of previous inspection 4 November 2019

Information about this early years setting

The Wood Shed Forest School and Nursery registered in 2018. It operates from the
Frylands Wood Scout Outdoor Centre, in the London Borough of Croydon. The
setting is open Monday to Friday, from 8am to 6pm, 38 weeks of the year. There
are five staff who work in the setting. Of these, four staff hold appropriate
qualifications at level 3 and one member of staff is unqualified. The setting
provides the government funded places for childcare and receives specific funding
for disadvantaged children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Eleeza Byer
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Inspection activities

m During the inspection, the inspector went on a learning walk around the setting
with the manager.

B The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a group
activity.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children and spoke
with children, when appropriate.

B The inspector held a meeting with the manager and sampled some

documentation.
B During the inspection, the inspector considered the views of staff and parents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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