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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children of all ages look forward to attending this well-organised after-school club. 
Children eagerly arrive, place their belongings into year group boxes before getting 
ready for registration. Children excitedly get involved in play and rush to join their 
friends. Staff carefully consider and plan their environment and activities. For 
example, staff consider the different age groups and abilities, ensuring they have a 
wide range. These include art and crafts, construction, puzzles, board games, 
football and more. Children build strong attachments with adults, speaking highly 
about playing with them. Staff are positive role models and children actively invite 
staff to join in. 

The ethos of the club is to create an environment, where children can socialise, 
relax and play after their busy school day. Children play an active role in planning 
their day by taking votes and giving suggestions about what they would like to do. 
This ensures children remain engaged throughout their time and feel valued at the 
club. 

Younger children are supported by calm, caring staff, who make attempts to get to 
know them. For example, children engage in getting messy with a large slime 
activity. Staff encourage children to 'have a go' and together they interact and play. 
Children behave well and are respectful towards staff. Staff listen to the children 
and prompt discussions, such as how it feels, 'what would happen if we added 
more?' Therefore, children benefit from staff's questioning and interactions with 
activities, building confidence and imagination. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff establish strong relationships with the host school. They have 
regular meetings and communicate well, gathering information about children, 
environment and more. Early years children are collected from their classrooms 
and staff have daily feedback from their school teachers. This enables staff to 
understand children further and how they can continue to support them at the 
club. For example, young children have a keen interest in caring for dolls, and 
staff ensure these ares provided. Children settle well and quickly engage in play. 

n Leaders support staff practices and ensure regular meetings and training are 
provided. Leaders provide summaries and targets to the club to continually strive 
to improve. Staff have relevant paediatric first aid, food hygiene, and other 
relevant training. Staff have access to a wide range of online courses and 
improved risk assessment tools to ensure they keep children safe and put 
preventable measures in place. This includes limiting children on climbing 
equipment and ensuring a one-way system. 
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n Children of all ages form bonds and engage well in play together. Staff promote 
different age groups to bond and, at times, assign older children as 'buddies' to 
younger children, making sure they feel safe and build their own responsibilities. 
For instance, older children offer praise and encouragement while engaging in a 
puzzle activity together. 

n Staff promote children's independence. For example, children are assigned 'jobs', 
such as helping at mealtimes. Children take pride in their role and make sure 
every child is catered for. Staff and children wear protective equipment when 
handling food and ensure no cross contamination, such as using utensils to 
serve. Staff are aware of allergies and preferences children may have through 
clearly marked posters. Staff discuss with children about healthy lifestyles and 
habits. 

n Staff intend to support all children and ensure they provide an inclusive service. 
Staff and leaders ensure clear and regular communication with the school and 
parents about how they can support children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. This means children's individual needs are understood by all 
staff and all children feel welcomed. 

n Leaders seek the views of parents by sharing newsletters and emails. Parents 
state that their children enjoy the club, socialising with their friends and the staff 
and activities provided. However, leaders are aware that improving the feedback 
to parents is valuable and something they are reviewing. 

n Staff are well supported through inductions, regular quality visits and meetings. 
Leaders consider staff well-being and put measures in place to support them. 
Staff state they feel supported by leaders and share a vision for making a 
positive impact on children by creating a fun, safe environment. For example, 
staff put their own ideas to leaders who support and trial this, such as an activity 
or a change in resources. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY548171

Local authority Greenwich

Inspection number 10399638

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 56

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Alpha Chains Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901203

Telephone number 07508 273 590

Date of previous inspection 9 December 2019

Information about this early years setting

Alpha Breakfast / Afterschool Club@ Eltham Cofe School registered in 2017 and is 
one of several privately run clubs. The club operates a service for children who 
attend Eltham Church of England School, in the London Borough of Greenwich. The 
breakfast club is open from 7.30am to 8.45am and the after-school club is open 
from 3.30pm to 6.30pm. The provider also runs a holiday club. Four staff, including 
two managers, work with the children. Both managers hold relevant qualifications 
at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tania Poulton
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Inspection activities

n The nominated individual and inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the club.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual/registered individual and 

other leaders about the leadership and management of the club.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and the children.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the club.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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