
Childminder report

Inspection date: 16 September 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The childminder provides a safe, welcoming and stimulating environment in which 
children can play freely and learn. She is caring and patient, which helps children to 
feel secure and form strong attachments. The childminder has a good 
understanding of what interests children, and she uses this information to plan a 
stimulating curriculum that strongly supports children's emerging vocabulary, 
imagination and independence skills. Information is gathered from parents about 
children's routines and what they like to play with. This helps the childminder to 
plan effectively for what children need to be learning next based on their existing 
knowledge.

The childminder's calm nature positively influences how children behave. She 
gently guides children as they play. They demonstrate that the familiar routines 
provide them with reassurance. The childminder supports children well in their 
transitions. For example, they have an awareness when an activity is about to 
finish and what will happen next. This approach strongly supports children's 
emotional well-being.

The childminder supports the development of children's language, communication 
and literacy skills effectively. She provides a constant narrative as children play. The 
childminder provides younger children with sufficient time to process what has 
been said. This enables them to absorb words, such as the names of everyday 
objects, and they repeat them back to the childminder. Children frequently look at 
books and have stories read to them. The childminder uses children's recent 
experiences, such as a visit to the vets, to introduce a picture book about small 
animals.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder reflects well and has undertaken recent training that has helped 
her to make improvements and address the weaknesses raised at her last 
inspection. She works well with outside professionals to identify training needs. 
This helps her to understand the recent changes to the early years foundation 
stage. The childminder's recent safeguarding training has given her the 
knowledge to swiftly respond if she has concerns about the welfare of a child. 

n The childminder works closely in partnership with parents and other 
professionals, such as schools and pre-schools. This promotes continuity in 
children's learning. The childminder ensures that children develop the key skills 
they will need for their future learning, such as being independent and having 
good communication skills. She provides parents with daily updates regarding 
children's care routines and activities that they have enjoyed. The childminder 
writes detailed reports that outline children's development and what they are 
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learning. This helps inform parents about children's achievements and possible 
areas for development.

n Generally, the childminder understands how children learn and uses this 
knowledge to identify each child's stage of development and their next steps. 
She provides a mixture of child-led and adult-planned activities that stimulate 
children to learn. However, the childminder does not always know how to plan 
and implement children's next steps of development. For instance, she 
encourages children to develop their writing skills. Although some children enjoy 
taking part in these activities, the childminder tries to teach the youngest 
children how to write and identify letters that they do not understand. Children 
find these tasks too challenging, as they are not developmentally appropriate for 
their age

n The childminder knows the children very well and is aware of their individual 
care routines. She quickly responds when children are feeling hungry, in need of 
a nappy change or are tired. The childminder is very tactile in her approach and 
children readily hold out their arms for a cuddle. This helps children to feel safe 
and secure and enables them to develop a sense of belonging in the 
childminder's home.

n The childminder provides children with a rich range of activities that they may 
not have previously experienced. For example, children enjoy taking part in 
activities at the library, visiting local gardens and going to the zoo. The 
childminder builds on these experiences with crafts and information books back 
in her home. Children enjoy the opportunity to run around in the fresh air and 
learn about the natural world during regular countryside walks. The childminder 
uses every opportunity to talk about healthy lifestyles, such as when playing 
with children in the role-play kitchen. She encourages children to identify the toy 
fruits and vegetables and comments on how healthy they are.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus more intently on the planning and implementation of the curriculum to 
meet children's individual needs. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 111996

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10408645

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 9

Date of previous inspection 13 May 2025

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1992 and lives in Winchester, Hampshire. The 
childminder operates from 8am to 6pm on Monday to Thursday, and from 8am to 
1pm on Friday, all year round. She provides government funded places for 
childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Lambert

Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises. 

n The childminder explained how she organises their provision and the aims for 
the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 
impact that this was having on children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke to the childminder and children at appropriate times during 
the inspection.

n The inspector viewed a range of documentation that was made available on 
request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025

Inspection report: Childminder report
16 September 2025 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

