
Inspection of Greenbank Daycare 
Nursery
Greenbank School, Heathbank Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 6HU

Inspection date: 29 July 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders have taken swift action to address weaknesses raised at the previous 
inspection. Newly implemented risk assessments for the outdoor area, where 
children play, are implemented consistently well by all staff. As such, children are 
safe and secure in the setting and their well-being is protected.

Leaders have high expectations for all children. This includes children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Leaders construct a curriculum that 
heavily focuses on helping children acquire good social, physical and 
communication skills. The flexible and sequenced curriculum supports children in 
developing their skills and deepening their learning over time. This, alongside 
strong partnership working with parents and other agencies involved in children's 
care and learning, prepares children well for later learning. This includes the move 
to formal schooling, when the time comes.

Staff are excellent role models for children. They shower them with praise and 
affection and build strong and caring bonds with children and their families. 
Children are confident and highly sociable. For example, they play cooperatively 
from a very early age with little support from staff. Additionally, they confidently tell 
visitors about their ideas and home lives. Children's behaviour is good, given their 
ages and stages of development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are dedicated and strive for continual improvement. For example, they 
reflect on practice well and make required improvements. As such, the setting is 
vastly improved since the previous inspection. Children's safety and well-being 
are assured.

n The curriculum for personal, social and emotional development is a key strength 
of the setting. Right from the outset, staff plan meticulously to help children 
settle in and build strong attachments with key staff. As a result, children display 
high levels of self-confidence and self-esteem. This, in turn, has a positive 
impact on children being keen learners and developing positive attitudes to 
learning. All children are well prepared for transitions throughout the setting and 
on to other educational establishments. 

n In the main, staff are well supported by leaders. They have regular one-to-one 
meetings, where they discuss their workload and well-being. Staff attend 
mandatory training, and apprentices are given time to complete their studies 
away from the setting. As a result, staff morale is high. However, the monitoring 
of staff's practice is not yet robust enough to help them further improve all areas 
of their educational practice and deliver all aspects of the intended curriculum to 
meet leaders' high expectations. 
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n The curriculum for supporting children's communication and language is good. 
Older children benefit from engaging in good-quality back-and-forth 
conversations with the staff during play and at routine times of the day. Babies 
are encouraged to sing and take part in familiar action songs. Toddlers' speech is 
supported as staff teach children simple sign language. This aids children's 
understanding and helps them to express their wants and needs. Children are 
confident communicators.

n Staff understand the importance of supporting children's physical development. 
Children play outdoors every day in all weathers. Babies are encouraged to pull 
themselves to stand and are helped by the staff to safely scale low-level 
equipment. Toddlers enjoy climbing on apparatus outdoors and use small tools, 
such as a trowel, to dig in the mud. Older children use different-sized chalks to 
make meaningful marks on a chalkboard. For example, the letters in their name. 
Children are gaining the skills needed for later writing.

n Children behave with maturity beyond their young years. Older children share 
their ideas and play cooperatively without adult support. Staff help younger 
children to share and take turns with the resources. As a result, children are 
tolerant, patient and show respect for the staff and their friends. 

n Meals and snacks provided for children are healthy and nutritionally balanced. 
Older children know to wash their hands after using the toilet and do this 
independently. However, on occasion, some staff do not consistently carry out 
good handwashing practices or consistently take steps to stop any potential 
spread of infection. For example, babies only have their hands wiped with a 
baby wipe before eating. Additionally, while staff are vigilant in wiping children's 
runny noses, they occasionally forget to wash their own hands after doing this. 
Consequently, at times, children are not fully supported in developing a positive 
attitude to maintaining their good health.

n Staff regularly share children's next steps with parents and keep them informed 
about their child's progress and interests via the online app. Leaders work 
closely with parents to ensure that children receive their full entitlement to early 
years funding and work flexibly to support parents of children with SEND. As a 
result, all children make expected progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen supervision arrangements so that staff receive incisive feedback and 
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closer monitoring to help them further improve the delivery of all aspects of the 
intended curriculum

n strengthen hygiene practices so that they are consistently embedded to promote 
children's understanding and support their good health.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY287053

Local authority Stockport

Inspection number 10411848

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 3

Total number of places 64

Number of children on roll 85

Name of registered person Greenbank School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP524586

Telephone number 0161 485 5255 or 0161 485 3724

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Greenbank Daycare Nursery re-registered in 2004. It is situated in the grounds of 
Greenbank Preparatory School in Cheadle Hulme, Stockport, Cheshire. The setting 
is managed by the school board of trustees. The setting opens from 7.30am until 
6pm Monday to Friday, all year round, except for two weeks at Christmas and bank 
holidays. The setting employs 27 members of childcare staff. Of these, 22 staff  
hold suitable childcare qualifications. The setting provides government funded 
education. Routine inspection will be transferred to the Independent Schools 
Inspectorate (ISI). Subsequent inspections of the setting will be carried out by ISI 
on Ofsted's behalf. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Donna Birch
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector and the deputy manager carried out a joint observation outdoors.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector spoke to the staff during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to children throughout the inspection.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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