
Inspection of Busy Bees Day Nursery 
at Burton
Second Avenue, Centrum One Hundred, Burton-on-Trent, Staffordshire DE14 2WF

Inspection date: 18 July 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children flourish at this nursery. Parents are welcomed as they come into the 
nursery to drop off their children. Staff are on hand to warmly greet children. This 
ensures children settle quickly into the routines of the nursery.

Staff interactions are caring towards children. This ensures they feel safe and 
secure to freely explore their environment. Staff know children's interests and use 
these to plan activities. Children show excitement as they play with different types 
of trucks. They talk about using the roller truck to roll out the sand so they can 
make it flat. Children enjoy dabbing paint on paper. They talk happily to each other 
about the colours they have mixed. Children value the large outdoor play area. 
They pick up pretend bugs with tweezers and then decide to go on a bug hunt. 
Younger children experience water play. They are fascinated as they fill and empty 
and watch the water as it trickles down.

Staff are good role models for children. They play alongside children and embed 
the setting's behaviour rules. Children are reminded to do good listening when they 
engage in conversations with their friends and know about having 'kind hands' as 
they play. This helps children to behave extremely well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff are passionate about the care and learning they provide for 
children. They have designed an ambitious curriculum, which is called 'Be 
Curious'. This is well sequenced and ensures all children make good progress in 
their learning and development. 

n Children foster a love of books and singing. They enjoy looking at books, turning 
pages one by one. Staff use actions to the story, such as 'run, run as fast as you 
can'. This immerses children into the story. Children sing along to nursery 
rhymes. They select the next rhyme from a song bag. Staff use signs to 
represent words in rhymes. Older children hear books read to them about 
insects. Furthermore, children are encouraged to read books at home by taking 
books from the nursery lending library. As a result, children make progress in 
early reading skills. 

n Staff know how babies learn and implement this well. For example, they know 
that babies are curious, so staff enhance their sensory experiences. Younger 
children are given opportunities to actively explore for themselves. However, 
transitions for younger children moving into their next room are not effective. 
Staff do not always know the next steps for their new key children. This does 
not ensure children's development is communicated effectively between key 
persons.   

n Parents report their children are happy at this nursery and say nothing is too 
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much trouble. They like the app system the nursery has set up for them to use 
at home. This helps to see what their children have been doing during the day. 
However, they do not receive information on how to support their children's next 
steps in their learning at home. That said, parents speak highly of the nursery 
and the care and safety their children receive.  

n Children are developing their fine and gross motor skills. Babies use push along 
frames. Younger children pull along trikes and run along foam mats. Older 
children insert pieces into puzzles. Furthermore, children are eager to write 
freely along with their friends. This ensures children are developing their physical 
skills well. 

n Children benefit from healthy and nutritious meals cooked by the in-house cook. 
The staff work together with the cook to put systems in place to ensure children 
with allergies and food preferences are safely catered for. Children scoop carrots 
and broccoli onto their plates and pour water into cups. In addition, children 
empty their own cups and plates when they have finished. This helps children to 
develop independent skills, and prepare them for school. 

n Staff working with children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) demonstrate that they have in-depth knowledge to meet children's 
individual needs. They are dedicated and work well with parents to ensure 
children get the support they need from other agencies. This means children 
with SEND make good progress. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interest first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the transition processes for younger children moving rooms to ensure 
their development is communicated effectively between key persons

n continue to build on the already good partnership with parents, so that they 
know how to support their children's next steps in their learning at home.

Inspection report: Busy Bees Day Nursery at Burton
18 July 2025 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 218446

Local authority Staffordshire

Inspection number 10392418

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 108

Number of children on roll 155

Name of registered person Busy Bees Day Nurseries (Trading) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900805

Telephone number 01283 535000

Date of previous inspection 21 August 2019

Information about this early years setting

Busy Bees Day Nursery at Burton registered in 1998. The nursery employs 40 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 23 hold an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 3 or above, 5 hold appropriate early years qualifications at 
level 2 and 12 members of staff are unqualified. The nursery operates from 7.30am 
to 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round. It provides funded early education for 
any eligible children attending. 

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Dal Malhi
Reena Rai-Aheer
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Inspection activities

n The manager and deputy manager showed the inspectors the premises and 
discussed how they ensure they are safe and suitable.

n The inspectors observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors.

n The inspectors completed joint observations with the manager and the deputy 
manager.

n The inspectors held a meeting with the nursery manager and deputy manager 
and looked at relevant documentation and evidence of staff suitability.

n The inspectors spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n The inspectors took account of the views of parents by speaking to parents 
during the inspection and through written feedback.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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