
Inspection of Snapdragons Nursery 
and Out of School Club Corsham
Pound Pill, Corsham, Wiltshire SN13 9YW

Inspection date: 22 July 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive excited for their day at nursery. Staff welcome children and their 
families with kindness, helping to ensure parents leave knowing their children are 
well supported. Children seek familiar activities and engage with purpose. Staff 
support children's learning and provide reassurance where needed. Children settle 
well and are very confident in the nursery environment.

The provider and staff team construct and deliver a highly-inclusive, broad and 
meaningful curriculum for all children that attend. They strive for children to be 
confident communicators, ready for their next stage of learning. Staff use various 
strategies to enhance communication at all stages of development. For example, 
staff introduce babies to sing and sign sessions, enabling them to communicate 
with sign, and older children use communication boards to aid interactions and 
express their needs. Staff also provide children with opportunities to talk and 
support their emotional well-being in 'sunshine circle' group sessions. Children learn 
the value of communication, are confident to express themselves and share how 
they feel from an early age.

Behaviour across the nursery is very good. Staff are excellent role models for 
children. They speak to them and one another with kindness and respect. Children 
build strong relationships with their peers and staff. They seek staff for interactions 
and invite them into their play. For example, babies watch staff move around the 
room and enjoy cuddles with them. Older children ask staff to join them on a 
'pirate ship' adventure to 'pirate island'. Staff engage with enthusiasm and listen 
intently to the narrative the children create. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The newly appointed, passionate leaders provide a calm, supportive and positive 
environment for both staff and children. They are mindful of the pressures of 
workload and personal circumstances and are supportive and responsive to staff 
needs. Staff have various training opportunities tailored to their learning needs 
and the needs of the children. Most recently, staff have attended behaviour 
training. They use what they have learned to support children who are ready for 
their next stage and provide them with sufficient challenge in their final weeks at 
the nursery.

n The key-person system is well established throughout the nursery. All key 
persons know their children well. They work closely with parents and external 
agencies to ensure consistency in care and learning. Staff quickly identify any 
gaps in learning and put strategies in place to help close these. Staff know what 
they want children to learn and create opportunities to specifically cater for 
children's individual needs. Children make good progress from their starting 
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points.
n Staff create exciting opportunities to enhance children's development. In the 

forest school garden, staff teach young children how to be safe when they use 
tools such as mallets to create patterns on bandanas. However, staff do not 
always give children time to think and respond or further extend learning. For 
example, staff engage toddlers in a painting activity, use lots of language to talk 
about what is happening and question children but do not give them time to 
identify colours or shapes and process what is happening to the paint as they 
mix it. Additionally, when staff read a story to older children, children share their 
own experiences. However, staff do not always see this as an opportunity to 
extend learning and get children thinking even further. 

n The provider and staff team create good partnerships with parents from the 
moment their children start. There is an extensive settling process to help 
ensure children and parents have a positive start to nursery life. Parents are 
invited into the nursery to celebrate special events, which are relevant to 
families, like Armed Forces Day. Parents share their praise for the nursery. They 
say their children receive very good support, staff are friendly and professional 
and their children love to attend.

n Staff use routine tasks to develop children's independence. Older children 
develop their self-help skills when they lay the table for lunches and pour out 
drinks. However, at times, young children wait for long periods between 
transitions and staff do not always reinforce expectations. For example, staff 
attempt to read babies a story while they wait for sleep time, however, babies 
loose interest and leave the activity as the length of time is too long. 
Furthermore, when older children join a language activity, staff ask children who 
have toys to put them behind them for the activity. However, this is not 
reinforced. Children become distracted by toys, wander the playroom and do not 
benefit from the learning on offer. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve the organisation of transitions between routine activities to reduce 
waiting times and keep children engaged, ensuring staff make children aware of 
the expectations

n support staff to consistently extend learning by exploring the experiences 
children share, incorporating these into activities and giving children time to 
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think and respond.

Inspection report: Snapdragons Nursery and Out of School Club Corsham
22 July 2025 4



Setting details
Unique reference number EY293287

Local authority Wiltshire

Inspection number 10413793

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 8

Total number of places 100

Number of children on roll 191

Name of registered person Snapdragons Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904902

Telephone number 01249 714060

Date of previous inspection 4 March 2020

Information about this early years setting

Snapdragons Nursery and Out of School Club registered in 2004. It operates from 
the grounds of Corsham Primary School, in Corsham, Wiltshire. The nursery is open 
daily between 7.30am and 6.30pm, all year round. The nursery also provides a 
breakfast, after-school and holiday club. The nursery provides funded early 
education places for children. The nursery employs 31 staff. Of these, two are 
qualified teachers and hold early years professional status. Sixteen other staff hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at levels 2 and 3. Seven staff members are 
working towards an early years qualification, and four are unqualified. 

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Sarah-Louise Clements
Tracey Cook
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Inspection activities

n One of the inspectors went on a learning walk with leaders of all areas of the 
nursery and discussed the early years curriculum and the expectations for 
children's learning.

n The inspectors observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspectors spoke with parents, staff and children at appropriate times during 

the inspection and took account of their views.
n The inspectors carried out joint observations with the leaders.
n One of the inspectors looked at a sample of relevant records and documentation, 

including evidence of staff's suitability and training.
n The inspectors observed the quality of education being provided and assessed 

the impact on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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