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Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter the warm and welcoming setting with ease, demonstrating a strong 
sense of belonging. They quickly join their friends in play. They spend lots of time 
exploring the wide range of activities on offer. Children move freely between the 
indoor and outdoor environments. Enjoying the sunshine, they practise their self-
care skills as they put on their hats and sun cream independently. They confidently 
access the water to wash their cars, supported by staff who skilfully develop 
children's early language skills as they learn to 'scrub, scrub, scrub' their cars clean.

Children benefit from a well-planned curriculum. Staff thoughtfully consider their 
interests when planning activities. The children are captivated by the topic, which is 
'mythical'. They develop their curiosity and early imagination skills as they listen 
attentively to a letter read aloud from a 'baby dragon'. They patiently take turns to 
touch the dragon and feel its spines. Staff extend the activity by introducing voting, 
encouraging the children to choose a name for their dragon.

Children are exceptionally kind and caring. They learn to look after each other and 
living things. For example, they work together to gently pick up a ladybird and 
move it to a safe space. Staff consistently model these warm and respectful 
interactions. Children learn that everyone is unique and has special talents. The 
setting is inclusive and all children are taught sign language to communicate with 
their friends. They learn a new sign each week and practise using these in their 
play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have high expectations for all children at the setting. They carefully 
consider what they want children to learn and have designed a curriculum that 
places a strong focus on communication and language development. Young 
children are supported to learn songs by heart, using visual prompts to help 
them to recall the rhyme. While most activities are purposeful and well planned, 
on some occasions, staff are not clear about what they want children to focus on 
specifically in an activity, and they give children too much information at one 
time. Sometimes, this makes it harder for children to focus on the key concepts.

n Staff set up the indoor and outdoor environments well to support children's 
learning. They follow clear routines so children know what to expect throughout 
the day. Visual prompts help children to understand what is happening now and 
what will happen next. On occasion, staff do not fully think about the space and 
noise levels during group times, which means some children find it hard to stay 
focused.

n Staff provide a range of opportunities to support children's physical 
development. Children build core strength as they are encouraged to reach up 
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high to make marks with chalk on the wall. They carefully climb the play 
equipment, taking their time as they move from box to box with their friends. As 
a result, children develop strong physical skills.

n The special educational needs and disabilities coordinator (SENDCo) is highly 
effective and ensures that children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) have clear targets for what they need to learn next. Leaders 
use funding well to provide targeted support. Staff are highly skilled and work 
closely with a range of professionals to help children with any delays to their 
development. As a result, children with SEND make excellent progress from their 
starting points.

n Staff plan effective transitions to school. The setting works closely with the local 
school to make sure children are well prepared for starting reception. Children 
who need extra support are given plenty of time to get ready for the move. For 
example, some children visit the school early and take part in a phonics lesson in 
their new classroom. This ensures children are confident and ready for their next 
stage of education.

n Parents speak highly of the setting. They feel well supported by leaders and staff 
and know where to go if they need help. Parents are aware of what their child is 
doing well and how they can support learning at home. They value the termly 
reports and parents' meetings, which help them stay informed about their child's 
progress. As a result, strong partnerships with parents support children's 
learning and development.

n Leaders prioritise staff's well-being and make sure staff feel supported. They 
take time to get to know the team members and understand how they are 
feeling. A well-being system is in place to offer ongoing support. As a result, 
staff feel valued, morale is high and staff retention is strong.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure all staff are clear about what they want children to learn from planned 
activities and do not give children too much information at once

n review the organisation of group-time activities to ensure children are able to 
maintain their focus and concentration.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY545547

Local authority Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10394813

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 132

Number of children on roll 236

Name of registered person St Thomas' Children's Centre CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP545546

Telephone number 01205311227

Date of previous inspection 26 September 2019

Information about this early years setting

St Thomas Children's Centre CIO re-registered in 2017 and is based on the school 
site of St Thomas' CE Primary School in Boston, Lincolnshire. The provision 
employs 17 members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold an appropriate early 
years qualification at level 6, one holds level 5, one holds level 4, 10 hold level 3 
and two hold level 2 with one apprentice. The provision opens from Monday to 
Friday during term time. Sessions are from 7.45am until 6pm. The provision 
operates a breakfast club and an after-school club for children who attend the 
school. It provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Lakey
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The SENDCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector and manager carried out joint observations of group activities.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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