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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children arrive happy and settle quickly in this warm and welcoming setting. They
build strong, trusting relationships with staff, who offer warm interactions and
consistent reassurance. This helps children feel safe, secure and ready to explore.
Staff create engaging learning experiences that spark children's curiosity. Children
eagerly join in and sustain concentration for extended periods.

Staff maintain high expectations for children's learning and behaviour. Children
learn to share, take turns and consider the feelings of others. When minor
disagreements occur, staff respond promptly, guiding children through appropriate
negotiation and discussion. They use strategies such as a sand timer to support
turn taking, helping children understand boundaries and routines.

Parents speak highly of the exceptional support provided by staff, including for
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. They report significant
progress in their children's development and value the tailored strategies in place,
such as those supporting children with toileting needs. Parents describe a strong,
collaborative partnership with staff, underpinned by clear communication. This
fosters a culture of trust and inclusivity across the setting. Families feel confident
approaching staff and appreciate the nurturing, approachable environment they
create.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children demonstrate strong perseverance and concentration, particularly during
creative and exploratory play. For example, they remain highly focused while
exploring a sensory tray filled with a variety of tools and materials. Staff enhance
these experiences by providing equipment such as pipettes, which support the
development of fine motor skills and finger strength. These practical
opportunities help children build the foundations needed for early writing, as
they confidently fill and empty small containers with water.

B The setting provides a broad and ambitious curriculum that reflects each child's
background and individual needs. Staff use their secure knowledge of the
children to plan purposeful learning experiences that build on what children
already know and can do. These planned activities support steady progress
across all areas of learning. However, at times, staff do not always identify when
older or most-able children are ready for additional challenge to extend their
learning even further.

® Independence is promoted well throughout the daily routine. For example,
before snack time, staff ring a bell to signal when snack is available. Children
choose when to join by placing their name or photo card on a visual register
board with space for six participants. They confidently check for availability,
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wash their hands with minimal reminders and collect their snack trays. After
eating, children return their pots to their bags, showing clear understanding of
expectations. These consistent routines help children develop important self-help
skills.

B Staff say that they feel highly supported by the provider. The provider is
committed to developing the highly experienced team even further. Relevant,
tailored training and coaching helps staff aspire to provide the best possible
care. The provider uses observations of staff's practice to provide in-the-moment
coaching.

B The setting demonstrates a clear commitment to self-evaluation and continuous
improvement. Staff regularly reflect on their practice and implement thoughtful
changes that enhance the learning environment. These adjustments ensure that
the setting remains inclusive, welcoming and responsive to the needs of all
children. For example, since the COVID-19 pandemic, staff have actively
encouraged families back into the setting. As a result, parents now feel more
connected and involved in their children's experiences, which strengthens the
partnership and supports children's well-being and development.

W Staff skilfully weave mathematical language into children's play, helping to lay
the foundations for future learning. Through practical prompts such as, 'Can you
fill up one container?' and 'Can you fill it to the top?', staff introduce important
mathematical concepts in a meaningful way. These interactions support
children's understanding of quantity, measure and problem-solving, while also
developing their reasoning and use of mathematical vocabulary.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

m focus staff's development on embedding the curriculum intent consistently to
know when to challenge older children more to enable them to make even
greater progress.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY342158

Gloucestershire

10394553

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
2to 4

26
50
St Peter's Under 5s Committee

RP519888

01452 385051
12 September 2019

Information about this early years setting

St Peter's Under 5s registered in 1985 and is located in the grounds of St Peter's
Catholic Primary School, Gloucester. The setting operates from Monday to Friday,
from 8.45am to 3.15pm, for 39 weeks per year. The setting provides funded early
education for children. The provider employs eight members of staff who work
directly with the children. Of these, one holds qualified teacher status and five hold

relevant qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Chris Langdon-Casey
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Inspection activities

B The nursery managers joined the inspector on a learning walk of all areas of the
setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and the children.

B The inspector and the manager completed a joint observation of a planned
group activity.

B The inspector spoke to staff and the children at appropriate times during the
inspection.

B The inspector spoke with families, reviewed testimonials and took account of
their views.

B The inspector spoke with the managers about the leadership and management
of the nursery.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided for all children,
both indoors and outdoors.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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