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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children enter the pre-school happily, eager to find their friends and start playing.
Staff welcome each child with a smile as they arrive. They enjoy playing with staff,
who join in their games. As young children create dens, staff guide them,
encouraging them to think about how to make the dens taller and wider, helping
children develop confidence in their own ideas.

The curriculum provides a strong foundation for the next stage of learning. Young
children develop independence skills as they collect their own lunch boxes before
eating. Special 'Rising Stars' sessions, held on Fridays, support pre-school children
as they prepare to start school. These sessions offer extra support before children
attend school and include regular visits to the schools they will attend. Children
make good progress in their learning and development.

Children are curious, safe and secure. Staff build strong relationships with the
children and their families, recognising the positive impact this has on their learning
and development. Children feel comfortable seeking reassurance from staff, who
are always happy to provide a cuddle. The pre-school hosts special events like
'Dad's Den Day' when parents are invited to join their children at the pre-school,
helping to strengthen relationships.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The curriculum has a strong focus on guiding children to explore and understand
nature. Children are supported to play outdoors, whatever the weather. They
develop coordination and balance as they run in the fresh air. The weekly 'Forest
School' session helps children develop their independence, physical skills and
confidence in nature as they spend time in a local forest. By watching
caterpillars grow into butterflies, children are supported in exploring life cycles.

B Children are confident communicators. Staff help children build a broad
vocabulary by introducing new words during interactions with them. Staff ask
open questions, giving children time to think and respond. Children know their
opinions count, and older children express themselves in complex sentences,
explaining what they know and can do. However, quieter children are not always
given opportunities to join in discussions, especially during group times, which
hinders their language development and interaction with others.

B There is a strong focus on supporting children as they develop their creative
skills and imagination. Staff guide children in expressing themselves in a variety
of artistic styles. External providers offer dance sessions where children learn
how to move their bodies to music. With recycling materials and tape, staff help
young children to build car models. Children develop their cutting skills by
cutting the sticking tape with scissors. In their pretend shop, older children invite
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friends to buy ice cream, which helps build their cooperation and imaginative
skills.

m Children are kind to others and engaged learners. Young children concentrate on
one activity for a very long time and happily invite friends to play with them.
However, when children struggle to share toys or take turns, staff do not always
support them in understanding how their behaviour impacts on others.

B Staff are experienced in childcare and education. They report feeling valued in
their role and enjoying the team environment. Staff feedback that they receive
ongoing support and coaching and regularly undertake relevant training. This
training is then put into practice to support children further. For instance, a
recent course on mathematics in the early years has helped staff develop new
ideas for their mathematics curriculum. Children have responded well to this new
approach, resulting in a positive impact on their learning and development.

B Parent feedback is positive. They comment that they are well informed about
children's progress and the various activities children engage in. Parents report
that children are very happy when attending the pre-school, and they
recommend the pre-school to others.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B engage quieter children more frequently into conversations to enable them to
practise their language skills
B support children to understand how their behaviour impacts on others.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

2847664

Wiltshire

10410962

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
2to 11

72
76
RUB-A-DUB PRE-SCHOOL

2847663

07894073865
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Rub-a-Dub Pre-School registered in 2001 but re-registered in June 2025 after a
change of charity status. It operates from Lansdowne Village Hall in Derry Hill, near
Calne, Wiltshire. The pre-school is open from 8.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday,
during term time only. The pre-school is a registered charity and offers
government-funded spaces for childcare. Six members of staff are employed at the
pre-school, five of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. One

member of staff is unqualified.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Victoria Jones

Inspection report: RUB-A-DUB PRE-SCHOOL 4

10 July 2025



Oféted

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk of the setting.

B The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took
account of their views.

m Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.

B The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity, and
they evaluated this together.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the setting.

B Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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