
Inspection of Kids Planet Ashbrooke
Ashbrooke Day Nursery, Ashbrooke Road, Sunderland SR2 7HH

Inspection date: 11 July 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thrive in this nursery, where staff treat them as part of their 'family'. 
Parents say staff are loving, caring and passionate. Children develop excellent 
relationships with staff and their key person. For example, children enjoy cuddles 
with staff in the morning until they feel able to explore the environment 
independently. Children learn how to keep themselves safe. For example, older 
children learn to go up and down the stairs safely. Two- and three-year-old children 
learn how to use wooden chopping tools safely as they chop up lemons to make 
lemonade. 
 
The curriculum is ambitious. For example, staff use a range of strategies to support 
children's developing language skills. For example, they use stories and songs 
throughout the day to expand their vocabulary. Staff use a range of simple phrases 
or single words to develop this further. Children copy and repeat what staff have 
said. Older children confidently express their thoughts and ideas. Parents are 
delighted with the progress that children have made. They believe their children 
are thriving. Children behave well. They know the routines and expectations of the 
nursery. For example, they line up at the door and wait for staff to count them 
before they go upstairs. Any minor issues with sharing are dealt with swiftly, as 
staff remind children to share with their friends.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery has very strong links with the local community. Older children are 
acutely aware of how they can look after their environment, examples of this 
include litter picking in the local park. Staff have established a community 
council with older children. This helps children to reflect on ways that they can 
improve their environment.

n Staff provide a range of meaningful opportunities to help children learn about 
cultures beyond their own. For example, staff and children thoroughly enjoy 
preparing for and learning about the traditions of a Bengali wedding. They learn 
about the tradition of henna painting on the bride's hands and explore this in 
nursery.

n Managers are committed to the ongoing development of the nursery. Recent 
changes in the leadership team have led to a full evaluation of the nursery's 
strengths and areas for development. There have been significant improvements 
in the nursery. An in-house accreditation has enabled them to reflect thoroughly 
on their practice. They have detailed improvement plans to ensure that this will 
continue.

n Staff working with babies have a very good understanding of how to meet their 
individual needs. They gather detailed information from parents to help them to 
understand how they can support children effectively. They are very aware of 
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children's interests and use these to extend children's learning. 
n Staff usually use a range of strategies to engage and motivate children. For 

example, pre-school children thoroughly enjoy a listening activity. Staff count 
down using their fingers to gain children's attention before they sing, 'What's in 
the box?' On a small number of occasions, however, staff do not always identify 
swiftly enough when children begin to lose engagement in their play. This means 
that they lose concentration.

n Staff have a very good relationship with each other and are good role models. 
However, sometimes, the information shared between staff in the room is not 
sufficiently detailed to ensure that they are able to support all children to a 
higher level.

n Children develop a good awareness of how they can keep themselves healthy. 
For example, they enjoy plenty of fresh air and exercise as they play in the well-
equipped garden. Children enjoy a healthy diet. A move to starters in place of 
desserts support this even further. From a young age, staff teach children to 
wash hands before eating and after using the toilet. Children manage this with 
increasing independence as they move through the nursery.

n All children, including those in receipt of funding, make very good progress. 
Managers use funding effectively to meet children's individual needs. For 
example, they provide calming spaces for children to regulate their emotions. 
They work well with a range of professionals to identify individual targets.

n Staff develop a good relationship with parents. They use a range of methods of 
communication to ensure parents are aware of their child's day. They hold a 
range of events to ensure parents are fully involved in the life of the nursery. 
Examples include an open day for fathers in the park to celebrate Father's Day. 
Parents value the communication, including the termly information they receive.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture towards safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help children to maintain high levels of engagement to further extend their 
learning

n improve information sharing between room staff to ensure that all staff can 
respond effectively to children's emerging needs.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2739918

Local authority Sunderland

Inspection number 10399600

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 93

Name of registered person Kids Planet Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900964

Telephone number 0191 5110607

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kids Planet Ashbrooke registered in 2023 and is located in Sunderland. The nursery 
operates from Monday to Friday for 52 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 
7.45am to 5.45pm. The nursery employs 19 members of staff, of whom 15 hold 
qualifications at level 3 or above. It provides government funded childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elizabeth Fish
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Inspection activities

n The manager showed the inspector around the nursery and explained how she 
organises the provision.

n The inspector observed children playing and learning.
n The manager carried out a joint observation with the inspector.
n The inspector spoke to children and staff at appropriate times during the 

inspection.
n Managers met with the inspector to explain how they manage the nursery and 

keep children safe.
n The inspector spoke to parents about their experiences and took account of 

written feedback provided for the purpose of the inspection.
n The manager showed the inspector a range of documents, including those 

relating to staff suitability.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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