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Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and independent and thrive in this caring pre-school. From the 
outset, staff get to know the children and their families well. This helps them gain a 
good understanding of children's interests and stages of development. Children feel 
safe and have strong bonds with the staff. As such, children behave well and 
quickly settle into their chosen play activities.

Leaders and staff plan a highly ambitious curriculum that is designed to motivate 
and engage children. Staff thoughtfully set up learning opportunities for children to 
choose and follow their curiosity. For instance, children paint pictures that are 
inspired by a sea display. Staff plan and provide a vast number of opportunities for 
children to be physically active, both in the large pre-school outdoor garden and at 
the forest school. Young toddlers use their large muscles to carry big containers of 
water as they mix their creations of 'puddings' in the mud kitchen. Older children 
learn new skills, such as using a whittling knife as they peel carrots. Furthermore, 
children are skilful as they climb trees and refine their balance on the rope swing in 
the forest school. These opportunities help children to make excellent progress with 
their physical skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Communication and language are woven into children's play and learning. Staff 
introduce new vocabulary to children in planned woodwork activities. For 
example, older children recall the names of tools, such as screwdriver and hand 
drill. Furthermore, staff plan daily group story sessions. These are highly 
animated as staff use props when they read the story 'Dear Zoo'. Children giggle 
and have great fun as they recite the words and correctly predict what animal 
comes next in the story.

n Mostly, staff promote the importance of maintaining healthy lifestyles. They plan 
activities to support children's understanding of oral hygiene and encourage 
children to engage in daily exercise. However, staff do not consider how to teach 
children the benefits of making healthy food choices. 

n Staff teach children how to keep themselves safe while at forest school. For 
instance, they gently remind children where the boundaries are in the woods 
and children are taught how to use real tools. Children listen well and look 
forward to their forest school sessions. Staff further teach children about road 
safety as they wear their high visibility vests on the short walk to the forest 
school site. This helps children to learn about safety from a young age.

n Overall, children behave well. Children are helpful as they help to set the table 
for lunchtime, and they follow routines well. However, staff are not always 
consistent in how they manage children's behaviour, such as when children have 
minor disagreements. Staff do not explain to the children how their behaviour 
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can affect others or how to improve it. This does not help children to 
consistently learn the impact of their behaviours.

n All children, including those from disadvantaged backgrounds and with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities, make timely progress from their starting 
points. Staff work closely with parents and outside agencies to get children the 
help they need. External professionals regularly visit the nursery to provide staff 
with strategies to help children make the best possible progress. 

n Staff have good partnerships with parents. Parents say that their children have a 
real choice of their learning at the pre-school. Staff share information with 
parents through an online platform. This provides them with information about 
their child's day and how they are progressing.

n Leaders place importance on staff's well-being and professional development. 
For example, some staff have completed forest school training and have 
introduced forest school sessions to the curriculum. Staff say they feel well 
supported in their roles. For example, they have weekly staff meetings to discuss 
curriculum delivery and the needs of the children. This helps them to continually 
reflect on their practice.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to help children learn about the benefits of eating healthy foods, to 
promote their ability to make healthy food choices

n strengthen support for staff to be consistent in their behaviour management 
strategies to help children to learn why their unwanted behaviour is not 
acceptable, and how it has an impact on others.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY411522

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10399436

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 90

Name of registered person Potley Hill Community Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909843

Telephone number 01252 869944

Date of previous inspection 2 December 2019

Information about this early years setting

Potley Hill Community Pre-School registered in 2010 and is located in Yateley, 
Hampshire. The pre-school is open Monday to Friday, from 8am to 6pm, during 
term time only. The pre-school employs 20 staff. Of these, 19 hold relevant 
qualifications from level 2. The pre-school receives government funding for the 
provision of free early education.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Lane
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Inspection activities

n Leaders showed the inspector around the pre-school and explained their early 
years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector and leaders conducted a joint observation of an activity and 
assessed its impact on children's education and development.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Potley Hill Community Pre-School
4 July 2025 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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