
Inspection of Cranleigh Lodge Day 
Nursery
177 Cranleigh Road, BOURNEMOUTH BH6 5JZ

Inspection date: 20 June 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter the nursery happily and quickly settle to play. They respond easily to 
the very caring and friendly staff and form warm bonds with them. Children learn 
to share toys and be kind to others. Staff praise children well for their 
achievements and help them develop good self-esteem. Children show pride when 
staff put their names on the 'nursery values tree' to reflect their positive actions.

Staff provide a well-balanced curriculum which gives a strong focus to children 
becoming confident, independent and resilient learners and provides the foundation 
and skills they need for their future learning at school. Children make good 
progress. They develop a keen curiosity and interest in their play and develop their 
imaginations and creativity very well. For example, pre-school children balance lolly 
sticks on upturned paper cups to make bridges and put a toy goat on top to reflect 
a story they like. They smile and say, 'Who's that trip trapping over my bridge?'. 
Babies like cuddling their dolls and find small blankets to wrap them in. Toddlers 
become absorbed rolling toy cars down a piece of guttering. Pre-school children 
make a play dough birthday cake and show awareness of using numbers for a 
purpose as they say, 'It's for my friend and there are five candles on it'. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders show a strong commitment to supporting staff and developing their 
professional skills. For example, staff have raised their awareness of how 
children develop their speech and ways they can promote this further. They have 
also made improvements to the rooms, such as the toddlers play areas. This has 
provided toddlers with more resources and independent choices of play.

n Children enjoy a range of activities that support their growing mobility 
effectively. For example, babies happily crawl over soft play shapes and gain 
confidence with their movements. They carefully climb the low steps of a slide 
and stand up at the top. They show great enthusiasm as they say, 'ready, steady 
go' and smile as they slide down. Toddlers squeal with delight as they learn to 
jump with two feet together when staff sing a favourite song about monkeys 
jumping on the bed. Pre-school children gain a good sense of balance as they 
hold their arms out and walk carefully across a wooden beam. 

n Parents speak highly of staff and say they are very supportive and caring of their 
children. Parents say that staff involve them effectively in their children's 
activities and give them ideas to extend this learning at home. Staff form 
positive partnerships with parents to provide continuity for children's care. For 
example, they discuss babies sleep routines with parents and follow these at 
nursery.

n Babies and toddlers like making marks in their sensory play. Babies move the toy 
dinosaurs in and out of a tray of cornflour mixture. They watch with fascination 
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as the mixture slowly drips off them and makes patterns in the tray. Toddlers 
push their fingers into playdough and look at the marks they make. Pre-school 
children begin to recognise letters of personal significance such as the initial 
letter of their name. However, staff do not always extend this learning. For 
example, to encourage children to start linking letters with sounds more within 
activities and promote their early literacy skills as well as possible.

n Staff give a very calm, reassuring approach and keep clear daily routines to help 
children feel secure and know what happens next. Children behave well and play 
cooperatively with their friends.

n Leaders and staff monitor children's progress effectively and identify what they 
need to achieve next. They follow children's lead in play and provide a wide 
range of purposeful activities to encourage their learning very well. For example, 
pre-school children tell staff they want to build a 'nursery made of sand' or a 'car 
house'. Staff talk with children about the different shape and size of these 
models and help them work out how much space they need to build them. 

n Staff encourage children's self-care skills from a young age. Babies learn to drink 
from small, easy to hold glasses and toddlers start to carefully pour their own 
drinks. Pre-school children concentrate well using knives and forks to eat their 
meals. Staff provide a good variety of nutritious snacks and meals for children. 
At times though, staff do not make the most of opportunities to develop 
children's awareness of healthy living as well as possible. For example, to 
promote their understanding of foods they eat further still and learn how these 
help them grow fit and strong.

n Children develop good communication skills. Staff repeat the sounds and words 
that babies make and praise them for their efforts to talk. Toddlers look at a 
colourful nursery rhyme book and quietly sing their favourite songs. Pre-school 
children like talking with staff about going to school. They describe their 
thoughts well as they hold their arms out wide and say, 'We are going to a 
ginormous school'.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the opportunities to build on children's early literacy skills, with 
particular regard to their understanding of linking sounds with letters

n make more use of ways to raise children's awareness of the benefits of foods 
that support their good health.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY361917

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole

Inspection number 10398173

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 38

Number of children on roll 67

Name of registered person Cranleigh Lodge Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905710

Telephone number 01202 426086

Date of previous inspection 7 October 2019

Information about this early years setting

Cranleigh Lodge Day Nursery registered in 2007. It is located in Tuckton in 
Bournemouth, Dorset. The nursery is open each weekday from 7.30am until 6pm 
all year round. The nursery receives government funding. The owner holds an early 
years qualification at level 4 and employs 17 staff. Of these, 15 staff hold early 
years qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Mary Daniel
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and manager undertook a learning walk and discussed the 
curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n The inspector observed children's interactions in play indoors and outdoors and 
had discussions with staff about children's progress and their next steps of 
development. 

n The inspector viewed a sample of documentation, such as suitability records for 
staff and safeguarding records. 

n The inspector completed two joint observations of activities with the manager 
and discussed the quality of education provided. 

n The inspector took into account the spoken views of parents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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